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"THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN T f f l WHLRM. AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED." 
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SIGNIFICANT QUESTIONS. 

A Few Answers to Some Questions 
Asked of Farmers. 

A few days ago we sent out a 
short set of questions to various 
farmers in different parts of the 
state. The answers may possibly 
be of considerable interest just at 
this time. 

1. How generally and what way do 
the present " hard times " affect farmers 
in your locality? 

2. What is the prevailing sentiment in 
your section as regards the repeal of the 
purchasing clause of the Sherman act? 

3. What proportion of farmers about 
you favor the election of U. S. senators 
by direct vote of the people? 

1. I t affects all the farmers in 
this locality. A good many of them 
can't meet their debts and we have 
to get along with the teast we can. 

2. The second question I will not 
try to answer; the people are 
divided on that. 

8. Four-fifths of the farmers are 
in favor of the election of U. S. 
Senators by direct vote of the 
people. 

Brighton. 
F . P . DEAN. 

1. Farmers are seriously af-
fected by the stringency of the 
money supply as follows: Being 
unable to sell their products for 
cash at anything near remunerative 
prices, they are unable to pay for 
hired help, their taxes and interest 
on,mortgages long past due, and as a 
class, are genera l ly g r o w i n g pooreF 
and more involved from year to 
year. 

2. Farmers do not approve the 
repeal of the purchasing clause of 
the Sherman act, unless free coin-
age of at least the American 
product of silver can be secured 
and a fair ratio between gold and 
silver established by law. 

3. At least four-fifths of the 
farmers of this vicinity favor the 
election of United States senators 
by the people. 

GEO. W . WOODWABD. 
Shelby. 

I ing the farmers make an excuse of 
|" hard times " for withholding, or 
not paying at all, thus compelling 
those who would promptly pay 
their obligations or raise cash to 
carry on their business, to place 
their products prematurely on an 
already dull market. 

2. In regard to the purchasing 
clause of the Sherman act, it 
should not be repealed, unless a 
larger amount of coinage is made 
legal, and a larger circulation 
secured. 

3. U. S. senators should be 
elected by direct vote of the peo-
ple, or if their positions must be 
bought, the price paid should be 
more evenly distributed. 

J . J . SNOOK. 
Rochester. 

1. There may be a few of the 
wealthier class of farmers who 
are not affected by the " hard 
times," but the most are; by the 
scarcity of money and the low 
price of farm products. Many are 
discouraged. But a small acreage 
of wheat was sown, of course less 
will be bought and less labor is 
hired by them. 

2. They do not favor the repeal 
of the purchasing clause, but the 
repeal of the act itself and a law 
enacted to oblige the govern-
ment to purchase and coin, or bet-
ter, to issue silver certificates to 
equal its value after being coined, 
the silver of the United States. 
Some favor free coinage. I think 
but few favor the repeal of the act 
u n l o e g a o m e t l i i D g b o t t o y i o 
e c i n O l ask t h a T B l T v e r T > e made a 
legal tender for any amount. 

3. Nine hundred and ninety-nine 
out of one thousand favor it. The 
only objection I have heard to the 
plan is, "What would candidates 
for members of the legislature do 
for campaign money?" 

These questions were discussed 
in our Grange, No. 391, and upon 
that discussion and what I have 
heard and seen these answers have 
been based. 

U . S . BABNABY. 
North Star. 

s a p p — 
Wheat at 60c per busM, other 
grain in proportion. 

2. The prevailing sertiment is 
in favor of the repeal providing 
there is a reasonable c^ntromise. 

3. There is an unanimots senti-
ment in favor of electing U. S. 
senators by direct vote of the 
people. 

R . K ; DIVINE. 
Holly. _____ yjEg-i 

1. The hard times affect all more 
or less, from the fa<% that the 
thousands of idle worknaefa in the 
cities, and other thousands who 
are working for greatly! reduced 
wages, can not afford frt buy as 
much of the produce of [the farm 
as they would, were a ! ¡receiving 
good wages. Thus the demand is 
greatly lessened and al-tp the price 
to correspond. 

2. The majority are; la favor of 
repeal. 

3. About nine-tenthe favor popu-
lar elections. 

MANSOB M„ SMITH. 
Tallmadge. 

A CALL TO ACTION. 

An Urgent Appeal to Delegates to 
State Grange, by Worthy Master 

Horton. I 

1. I would say there many 
causes—among the most prominent 
is the lack of confidence. Farmers 
sold their wool upon an average of 
five cents per pound less than a 
year ago. September pork sold 
one dollar per hundred less than 
it would if it had not been for the 
disturbance in the money market, 
as dealers had to pay three per 
cent for eastern exchange, and 
undoubtedly other things suffered 
in like proportion. Many farmers 
sufEered and sometimes sacrificed 
all on account of their inability to 
borrow to bridge over the crisis, and 
to increase the suffering the terri-
ble drouth did its share. 

2. Would say a majority would 
vote to repeal. But as much as 
has been said upon this question, 
there are many that do not seem 
to understand the provision of the 
bill enough to know what effect it 
has upon the money panic, and 
argue that the Sherman act in 
creases the circulating medium 
fifty millions per year. 

3. I t seems to be a general desire 
to elect United States senators by 
a direct vote of the people. 

A FABMEB. 

I believe the following to be a 
majority sentiment in regard to 
the three questions: 

1. The "hard times" affect 
many farmers, in that the buyers 
and consumers, on account of the 
lack of funds and the uncertainty 
of legislative doings, purchase only 
what is absolutely necessary for 
present consumption, and not in 
usual quantities for this time of 
year. Also that many who are ow-

1. The hard times affect the 
farmer by lowering the price of our 
products and making sales slow, 
especially so on wool. 

2. Seventy-five per cent favor 
the repeal of the purchasing clause 
of the Sherman act 

3. I have not the least doubt but 
three-fourths of the farmers would 
favor electing senators by ballot, 
same as representatives are now 
elected. 

H . H . DBESSEB. 
Litchfield. 

1. The low prices of produce 
that is plenty, and the scarcity of 
produce that is high priced, seems 
to be the trouble just now. Too 
small an amount of fat hogs, eggs, 
butter and potatoes, toe low 
price for wheat. 

2. I hear nothing said in regard 
to the Sherman act. 

3. I think a large majority. 
H . C . DENISON 

Ada. 

1. Hardly know just how to give 
a correct answer, but would say 
that the chief cause of hard times 
with the farmers in this section at 
present is debt, poor crops and 
very low prices for farm produce. 

2. The prevailing sentiment is 
repeal the purchasing clause of the 
Sherman act. 

3. A very large majority of 
voters are in favor of election by 
direct vote of the people. 

W . A. MONTGOMEBY. 
Marlette. 

1. Farmers feel the pressure of 
the low prices that they are com-
pelled to take for their produce. 

Fruit Ridge, Oet. 10,1893. 
T o THE DELEGATES | BLECT AND 

VOTING MEMBEBS '.OP THE 
MICHIGAN STATE GKANGE: 
The order of Patron*; of Hus-

bandry is the recognized repre-
nontatnva nt the far^i^V'in terest s, 
Off •OttreomttTy: .-"'«foiaSjfcgî sv £ 

Through a straightfvwarcTcoir-
servative course and its entire 
freedom from partisan politics, it 
has won the respect of all classes, 
and so free have been its declara-
tions on all public questions from 
what might be termed visionary 
schemes, that its expressed opin-
ions have great weight with law-
making bodies and public servants 
who desire to serve their people and 
country best. The Order has also 
exerted a powerful influence for 
good on all the conditions that 
surround the agriculturist, includ-
ing the home and farm, the school 
and business trade. 

The congress of our nation and 
the legislatures of states con-
vene in annual and biennial 
sessions, as the case may be, to 
revise and amend existing laws, 
and-to enact new ones in accord-
ance with seeming needs or 
demands of the people. 

BIGHT LEGISLATiON. 
All fully understand the neces-

sity of legislation to guide and 
protect us, and that our welfare 
and prosperity, our happiness and 
progress to a great extent, depend 
upon just and favorable legal en-
actmenta The people of our 
great commonwealth are workers 
in the various pursuits and nearly 
one-half of the population is en-
gaged directly in agricultural ope-
rations, while all others are inter-
ested in a greater or less degree in 
the success of the farm and the 
farmer. In this day of great 
achievements through combined 
forces, including influence upon 
legislative bodies to accomplish 
certain ends frequently selfish in 
their motives, how important that 
so great an interest as agriculture 
should be found ready to speak, 
and in language and voice definite 
and plain, telling to those who 
have our interests in hand what 
our wants and needs are and what 
hindrance should be removed. 

A GBEAT BESPON8IBILITY. 
That our utterances may be cor-

rect, our appeals justified by facts, 
and our good name preserved, 
there should be a candid, fair and 
unbiased decision at the coming 
State Grange of such questions as 

may be instrumental in lifting ag-
riculture from its present depress-
ed condition. With you rests a 
great responsibility. While you 
have not the absolute power to 
make and unmake, you can do 
your duty, which is to assist those 
in other states acting in like capa-
city in suggesting and discussing, 
that finally there may be matured 
and agreed upon a definite line of 
action and through the National 
Grange pressed upon the attention 
of Congress. There are many 
questions the directing and enforc-
ing of which are nearer home and 
under our control. Matters of 
state and county, of Grange and 
school, of home and family. 

GET BEADY. 

Delegates elect, you should com-
mence at once to prepare yourselves 
for the work before you. Upon 
you, and you alone, depends the 
character and ability of the com-
ing state meeting. It is for you 
to devise and place before it its 
line of work. All this requires 
thought, and that the session may 
be fully up to the standard of 
former State Grange meetings, 
I urge upon delegates and all 
Grange workers to be well pre-
pared for the work. 

GEO. B . HOBTON, 
Master of State Grange. 

GRANGE TO CONGRESS. 

WASHINGTON, D . C . , ) 
October 4,1893. 

TO THE MEMBEBS OF THE SENATE 

SENTATIYES: " -«WÇ*-*-.. T^ 
Gentlemen—In behalf of the 

farmers of the United States, we 
ask your honorable committee to 
leave, undisturbed, the duties now 
imposed upon agricultural pro-
ducts which are imported into this 
country to be sold in competition 
with the products of the farmers of 
the United States. It is generally 
conceded that, in former revisions 
of the tariff, agriculture has not 
received the same measure of pro-
tection accorded to other indust-
ries; and, in the late revision, the 
farmers appeared before the com-
mittee and secured, in nearly every 
instance, such duties as have proven 
of great benefit to them; and they 
desire that these duties be main-
tained as long as protection is ac-
corded to any industry in the land. 

We earnestly protest against the 
removal of the duty from any agri-
cultural product, such as wool, 
vegetables, fruits, hay, eggs, live 
stock, dairy products and tobacco, 
unless the products of the factory 
and mine be also left without pro-
tection. Wool is the finished pro-
duction of the farmer, just the same 
as cloth is the finished product of 
the manufacturer. 

We seek no class discrimination 
in our favor, and ask that none be 
made against us. 

Very respectfully yours, 
J . H . BBIGHAM, 
LEONABD RHONE, 
JOHN TBIMBLE, 

Legislative Committee. 

ject comes very closely into your 
farm homes.! 

SUGGESTIONS. 
Exhibition of winter fruits, in all 

manner of preparation; (open to 
the public.) 

Special premiums to young ex-
hibitors of fruits, canned, dried, etc. 

PAPEBS FOB THE BBOTHEBS. 
(Open to discussion.) 

Planting fruit trees. 
Grafting and budding. 
Harvesting. 
Preparation for home and market. 
Co-operative cold storage. 
Desirable fruit, with detailed character-

istics. 
Wind-breaks and situation. 
Diseases of trees,—insects and remedies. 
Fruit-growing, for small farms. 
Field crops, in orchards. 

PAPEBS FOB SISTEBS. 
Fruit culture, a vocation for women. 
Birds,—a help, or hindrance? 
Canning, jams, jellies, pickles. 
Method, receptacle and state of fruit. 
Drying, merits and demerits. 
A fruit farm compared with dairying. 
Why a barrel of apples "on tap" is better 

than a barrel of cider. 
A plea for more fruit and less pastry. 
Healthfulness of fruit, (by an M. D.) 
MEM:— 
Nuts are fruit for culture and 

care. 
Transplanting nut-growing trees. 

An expert says: " Raise the tree 
yourself; bury a board in a trench, 
and plant the tree above it; this 
will cause the tap-root to branch; 
—transplant every year above a 
deeper-buried board;—the result 
is, at four years you have a fibrous 
root, instead of one main tap-root." 

An untold pleasure to old or 
.young, is a home nursery for fruit 
' ^ N ^ ' S d W K j o » . 
Flora s djbuain »ki^&^y^es. and 
ornameriM frees as from 
which a farmer can supply himself 
and neighbors. 

I would urge a destruction, or 
re-grafting, of all undesirable va-
rieties of fruit trees. 

NATIONAL POMONA. 

Annual Circular of Pomona of National 
Grange. 

WOBTHY SISTEB—As fruits are 
maturing, it is well for us to give 
the subject more than a casual 
thought; thus I bring before the 
Grange, at this time, a few ideas 
for your consideration, to be worked 
out as best meets your own views, 
and the varied needs of the Grange 
you may have the honor to repre-
sent; calling your attention to the 
fact that a well-planned business 
is better than a desultory course; 
and reminding you that this sub-

% 

MAKE YODB FABM PBOFITABLE. 

Ten barrels of one good variety 
of apples, is better than one barrel 
each of ten varieties. 

Why not have plums and apri-
cots on our farms, as well as apples? 

LASTLY—Let me urge upon all 
Pomonas, that when the date for 
your meeting is assigned, to work 
out every detail—remembering 
that the success of all large affairs 
depends upon the perfection of lit-
tle things. 

Make your meetings practical, if 
you wish to hold and interest the 
members. 

Yours fraternally, 
C. ELECTA BOWEN, 
Pomona National Grange. 

Woodstock, Conn., Sept. 25, 1893. 

A college education has ceased 
to be a luxury. I t is now an abso-
lute necessity to every young man 
who would enter upon life with an 
unclouded prospect. Talk as one 
may about the superfluity of higher 
education, it cannot be gainsaid 
that its absence makes a success-
ful man's progress less pleasant, 
even if it does not impede it very 
seriously. There is no wise young 
man who would refuse the oppor-
tunity of university study if he 
could get it.—The Cloverleaf. 

How's This! 
We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward 

for any case of Catarrh that cannot be 
cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. 
F. J . C H E N E Y & CO., Props. Toledo, OV 

We the undersigned have known F. J.-
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe-
him perfectly honorable in all business-
transactions and financially able to.carry oufc 
any obligation made by their firm. 

W E S T & T R U A X , Wholesale Druggists, 
Toledo, O. 

W A L D I N G , K I N N A N & M A R V I N , Whole-
sale Druggists, Toledo, O, 

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally, 
acting directly upon the blood and mucous 
surfaces of the system. Price 75c. per bot-
tle. Sold by all Druggists. Testimonials 
free. 

\ 
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Field and S t o c k * 
ANOTHER OPINIO». 

TheJMaster of the Rhode Islaiitf State 
Grange Replies to the Questions 

Propounded to Bro. Piatt. 

The following replies to the ques-
tions answered in the last issue by 
Bro. Piatt are sent by Bro. A. N. 
Belcher of Rhode Island. We are 
very glad indeed to hear from him 
on the subject, and we hope others 
may reply. We repeat the ques-
tions. 

1. Please give your name, your 
state, county andpostoffice address? 

Ans. A. M. Belcher, Arnold 
Mills, Providence county, Rhode 
Island. 

2. How long have you been act-
ually engaged in the business of 
farming in the state where you now 
reside? 

Ans. Twenty-seven years. 
3. Are you now living on a farm 

and are you performing manual 
labor as a practical farmer? 

Ans. Yss. 
4. What are the principal arti-

cles produced for market by the 
farmers in your section of the 
state? 

Ans. Milk, butter, potatoes, 
garden truck, small fruits with ap-
ples, pears, peaches, etc. 

5. Do the farms produce as well 
as they did formerly ? If not, what 
is the reason for the change, and 
when did it begin? 

Ans. As a rule farms are more 
productive. Commercial fertiliz-
ers being used largely as an 
auxiliary to stable manure. 

6. Has the value of farm lands 
in your state depreciated? If so, 
when did the depreciation begin, 
and what caused it? 

Ans. In some sections they 
have. In other sections have ad-
vanced. The proximity to manu-
facturing villages causing the ad-
vance, bringing the products near 
a good market and enhancing the 
value for building purposes as well. 

7. Have the values of farm prod-
ucts in your state fallen in recent 
years? If so, when did the fall 
begin, what was the cause of it, 
and what articles fell most? 

Ans. Think prices have aver-
aged about the same for the past 
ten years. Of course prices fluct-
uate, the laijpf suuply a.v î demand 
governing th<& Priu<N j 7 
.&. rw> Mif ners t>f y><»r state 
themselves^ SLure and preserve the 
meats that they use in their famil-
ies? 

Ans. Not as a rule. 
9. Do they produce and use their 

own fruit? 
Ans. Yes. 
10. Are the wheat and corn 

raised by your farmers ground at 
neighborhood custom mills as 
formerly? If not, how do they 
procure their flour and meal? 

Ans. None of any account 
raised. Flour is obtained from 
dealers, and what meal and corn 
needed more than the amount 
raised is also purchased from those 
engaged in the business. 

11. Do farmers in your part of 
the state raise more or less live 
stock than formerly? Whether 
more or less, what caused the 
change, and what classes of ani-
mals were subject to the change— 
horses, cattle, sheep, swine? 

Ans. Less cattle, but more 
horses. Cattle can be bought at 
two years of age for about the 
price a seven weeks calf would 
bring for veal. Horses are raised 
more from a desire to change the 
monotony of farm life than from 
any expectation of making or sav-
ing money by the experiment. 

12. Are the farmers raising 
sheep? If so, are the flocks numer-
ous, and are they large or small ? 

Ans. Not to any extent. Years 
ago sheep were on every farm, but 
from the low price of wool and the 
ravages of dogs sheep were an ex-
ception rather than a rule on the 
farms. Within a few years how-
ever, sheep are found on many of 
the farms although not in large 
flocks. 

13. What effect, if any, has the 
interstate commerce law on agri-
cultural interests in your state? 

Ana Think the freight rates 
are lower. 

14. What effect, if any, has deal-
ing in "futures" and "options" 
had on the prices of farm products? 

Ans. Have noted no results 
worthy of special notice. 

15. Would you advise the dis-
continuance of the reports of the 

Department of Agriculture on the 
distribution and consumption of 
farm products? An if so, for what 
reason ? 

Ans. Decidedly no. 
16. How does the condition of 

the farming business in your state 
during the iast few years compare 
with its condition in former years? 
If there has been any marked 
change, whether better or worse, 
when did it begin, and what caused 
it? 

Ans. Should say it was better. 
Think each year shows plainly that 
farmers are using brains—that is 
science is made to play a conspicu-
ous part in the work of the farm. 

17. If present conditions of agri-
culture in your state are not satis-
factory to farmers, what have you 
to suggest by way of relief through 
national legislation ? What would 
you change? What abolish? What 
establish ? 

Ans. Have heard but little dis-
satisfaction expressed, and am not 
prepared to make suggestions at 
this time. 

SHALL WE PROTECT 
FORESTS? 

A. T. STEVENS. 

OUR 

God in his unbounded wisdom 
saw fit to thickly clothe the land 
with forests, which provide a home 
for the barking squirrel, the bound-
ing deer, and many singing birds, 
as well as furnish shade and moist-
ure for the multitudes of beautiful 
flowers. 

The natural decay of these for-
ests soon heaped tree upon tree, 
filled the ponds and marshes and 
thus buried in the bowels of the 
earth, to restore to us in future 
ages, the great stores of wealth we 
are now reaping from our vast 
fields of bituminous and anthricite 
coal. 

For centuries the red man 
roamed over these wild regions 
content with their products of fur 
and venison, leaving almost un-
marked the place they loved so 
well. 

The coming of the white man 
brought a change. His needs were 
not the needs of the savage. For 
his comfort the forests must of 
necessity be reduced, and the 
woodman's ax commenced the re-
duction of our forest area. I t then 
extended from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, from the icebound lakoa 

rtfe bo.irn.3- saJ£> un Dx*okcii except 
t»r the western treeless plains. 
Now it is reduced to about 13 per 
cent of our total area. Thus while 
England in her 1400 years occu-
pancy has reduced her forest area 
to 5 per cent of her total, we in 
our 400 years have come to this 
low standard. 

Much of this, however, has been 
necessary and just, for it was 
reasonably demanded to build up 
our homes and one of the greatest 
agricultural countries in the world. 

That we have now reached a 
condition where ther^ should be a 
check is certain. Let us not con-
tinue to destroy these valuable 
forests, as England, Spain, Portu 
gal, and many other European 
countries have done. They have 
a value beyond their direct pro-
ducts, and there is yet remaining 
a portion large enough to supply 
these wants if judiciously used. 

Besides the direct products of 
the forests we must consider their 
influence on climate, productions, 
and civilization. 

INFLUENCE OP FORESTS. 

For many years a discussion has 
been in progress upon the influ-
ence of forests on moisture and 
climate. In Europe long and ex-
tensive observations have been 
made by the best talent and means 
to be secured. In Bohemia there 
have been one hundred and eighty-
six stations with uniform outfits. 
From forty-eight of the best, where 
other than forest conditions have 
been as nearly alike as possible, it 
has been found that precipitation 
was increased as high as 49 per 
cent in some forest localities. 

In the mountain districts of 
United States, where the lands 
have been completely denuded, the 
heavy snows of winter, are caused 
to melt very rapidly and, as a re-
sult, the valleys below are swept 
over by floods. Then the flow of 
water ceases, the streams become 
dried and a drouth follows, thus 
making two extremes. The stripped 
mountain sides are worthless as 
far as agriculture is concerned, 
while the crops of the valleys are 
nearly ruined from want of mois-
ture. This is not only true in the 

mountain districts, but in our 
more lefel districts one may see a 
change from a continued moder-
ately m^st spring to an extremely 
wet on<j for a few days, followed 
by extrdne dryness. The winters 
of snow know us no more and, in-
stead dE even temperature, ex-
tremes ire common. 

ON CROPS. 
The "iheat fields that only a few 

years ag> were counted on for their 
thirty aid forty bushels of grain, 
can not low be relied upon. Fruits 
that we$ sure then to produce a 
profitabfe crop, now fail and even 
die. Pine forests, which if rightly 
managed; would have continued to 
produce lumber in large quantities 
for years, are now barren wastes. 

Men wtp have lived by working 
in our forests are forced to seek 
other employment and remove to 
other psfffc of our country, force 
occupancy of land that will scarce 
give a Hung, and thus are forced 
to a lower ̂ )lane of life because of 
the' pressure of the physical wants 
and lack of opportunity for mental 
developnent. 

Having found there is a reason 
for demanding the preservation 
and improvement of our forests, 
the question arises, how shall we 
do this? 

EUROPEAN FNRESTBY. 

France has spent $50,000,000 to 
recover losses and reforest lands 
that have been robbed of their 
virgin forests. Italy has appro-
priated money to purchase 1,000,-
000 acres of land and clothe it 
with forests, to be the property of 
the nation, Prussia every year 
buys up waste land and reforests 
it, while many other of the old 
world countries have the forests 
under government control. None 
of these schemes seem to fit the 
American case. To be sure United 
States might buy waste land and 
reforest it. Michigan could give 
no better boon to posterity than to 
purchase the pine barrens of 
northern Michigan and start a 
growth of pine were it in her 
power to do so. 

That the United States, by law, 
would attempt to prevent her citi-
zens from cutting away their forests 
is not American. We can close 
the sale of such public lands as are 
covered with forests and thus by 
judicious treatment save a portion 
of them g r - c R t o r p a r t of 
our forests .fee not owned by the 
government and we must seek 
some method by which these may 
be reached. 

OUR ONLY METHOD. 

For a number of years a wide 
interest has been manifested by a 
few of our most prominent citizens 
and botanists in this subject. They 
have devised schemes of nearly all 
sorts Some say protect our nation's 
forest by our standing armies; 
others have appealed in beautiful 
prose and poetry to the sympathy 
of the farmer and land owner. 
These appeals seem to have been 
of little or no avail. 

There is yet one method but 
little tried. We must prove to the 
farmer that his future prosperity 
hangs upon the vital thread of 
forest preservation. Prove to him 
that a country destitute of forests 
means, in a large sense, a pocket-
book destitute of money and his 
interest will surely be aroused, not 
because he is more greedy than 
any other class, but because his all 
depends upon it. 

If then in the farmers' institute, 
in the Grange, and through the 
papers we talk the preservation of 
our forests, the economical cutting 
and use of them, we need have no 
fear for the future welfare of 
agriculture. 

Agricultural College. 

our 

A QUESTION FOR BRO. PLATT. 

Oxford, Oct. 2, I8ÇJ. 

E D I T O R VISITOR—The commu-
nication from H. D. Piatt is of 
vital interest to all farmers. But 
I would be pleased to have Bro. 
Piatt make more plain his answer 
to number 17. 

While I endorse his views in 
their entirety, I do not know of any 
way to at once get in circulation 
the $45 per capita. A little light 
upon this matter would no doubt 
please many of your readers. 

J . G . N O B L E . 

A SUCCESSFUL SALE. 

Geo. E. Breck's sale of imported 
Shropshires passed off very sat-
isfactorily, considering the state 
of our finances. Mr. J . Bowen-

Jones gave a most interesting ad-
dress on the " Breeding of Improv-
ed Live Stock in England." He 
thinks that the fertilization of our 
American fields must be carried 
on, and that by the breeding of 
live stock. 

LETTING THE FARM. 

There comes a time in the life 
of most farmers when they feel 
that they need relief from the hard 
labor and care of the farm, and 
this is often still more true of the 
farmer's wife, who has been obliged 
to board the farm help. This is a 
serious problem, writes Waldo 
Brown, in "Country Gentleman," 
on the right solution of which the 
comfort and prosperity of the fu 
ture largely depend. In many 
cases that have come under my 
notice, the farmer rented his farm 
and moved to town, and the result 
has rarely been satisfactory. 

The habits of a life time are not 
easily thrown off, and it is too 
great a change from the care of 
the farm, live stock, garden and 
fruit, to a life in town with noth-
ing to look after. Some of them 
kill time by loafing at the stores, 
but the majority go out to the farm 
nearly every day, and if it is some 
miles away this becomes a burden. 
I have seen old men, who owned 
farms four or five miles out of 
town going out to their farms day 
after day, in rain, snow and coid, 
getting back to eat a late supper. 
If he lets the farm for money rent, 
and gives up the care of it he soon 
finds the fences, buildings and 
farm getting out of repair, and in 
many cases his tenant will abuse 
the farm by allowing the cattle to 
tramp the meadows and pasture 
during the soft weather of spring. 

DISADVANTAGES. 
Then living in town where one has 
not the farm garden and truck 
patch, the poultry yard and dairy, 
to furnish the luxuries of life and 
help pay the store bills, means a 
large addition to expenses, as well 
as a decreased income, and there are 
few farmers who can cheerfully ac-
cept the situation when this state 
of affairs confronts them. A wise 
course to pursue in most cases is 
for the farmer to stay on his farm 
and control the rotation, and crops 
to be grown, but either rent to a 
neighbor who lives near enough to 
attend to the work, or to put up a 
tenant house on the farm and have 
the man who cultivates the land 
live on it and take charge of the 
farm and live stock. In making 
the change to tenant farming one 
must make up his mind to accept 
a reduced income, and be willing 
to deal fairly by a tenant and treat 
him with liberality, and when a 
tenant is found who will do his 
work well, and look after the in-
terests of the farm, the longer he 
can be kept the better. By re-
maining on the farm and renting 
by fields, and usually for grain 
rent, it will be easier to keep con-
trol of the farm, and to maintain 
fertility, than if he were away from 
it. You can give up all field work 
and look after the garden and 
poultry, and greatly lighten the 
labor of yourself and wife. You 
should keep a good driving horse, 
and you and your wife take fre-
quent rides together, and have an 
arrangement with your tenant by 
which he can take care of your 
cows and other animals when you 
wish to leave home for a day or 
more. 

HAVE A CONTBACT. 
Have a written contract drawn 

up between yourself and tenant 
in which you specify just what 
he is to do and what privi-
leges he is to have. There should 
be no loop-holes left, or chance 
for misunderstandings, but all ex-
pressed plainly in writing, and 
each one furnished a copy, with 
the understanding that all differ-
ences are to be settled by the arti-
cle. A fair understanding to 
begin with, and this reduced to 
writing, will go far towards pre-
venting misunderstandings • and 
trouble in the future. In making 
such a change in one's plans, it 
must not be expected that every-
thing will move along without a 
jar. There are trials incident to 
every life and calling, and we can 
never hope to escape them, but it 
seems to me that every farmer 
earns relief from hard work and 
care in his old age, and that in 
most cases he will find it more cer-
tainly by remaining on the farm 
and giving the work to a tenant, 
than by leaving the farm and try-
ing town life.— 

GRANGE EDUCATION. 

Very many people mistake the 
meaning of the word education as 
applied to the work of the Grange. 
They seem to think that it must be 
confined to a better knowledge of 
farming methods and farm man-
agement, a better knowledge of 
soils, crops, farm stocks, etc. They 
do not seem to think that the farm-
ers need education in political, 
economic and business matters. 
There is no sensible reason why 
the farmers should be kept in ig-
norance in regard to these matters 
which are made a study by other 
classes, and the farmer's education 
is not sound or well balanced which 
does not include these important 
topics in his every day or life edu-
cation, and the Grange is the school 
which assists him in this part of 
his education as well as in that 
part which relates more directly to 
his farm and farm work.—Grange 
Homes. 

MICHIGAN STOCK BREEDERS. 
All those who wish to purchase pure-

bred stock of any description, will find 
it to their advantage to correspond 
with some of the following well-
known breeders. 

PROFIT means MUTTON I 
A N D A N D > 

LOSS MEANS WOOL ! 
W e can furnish anything you want in the 

Shropshire Sheep line. Wri te , or come, or both. 

H E R B E R T W . M V M F O R D , 
M o s c o w , M i c h . 

EUGENE FIFIEW) 
B A Y C I T Y , M I C H 

Successor to M E R R I L L & F I F I E L D 
Importer and Breeder of 

H E R E F O R D CATTLE 
a n d SHROPSHIRE S H E E P 

Choice stock of both kinds for sale. Prices reason-
able. Correspondence solicited. 

MfiM CLASS SHROPSHIRES. 
I have just received from the flock of Mr. J . Bow-

en-Jones and other eminent Engl ish breeders TOO 
imported yearling- ewes and 25 yearling rams. 
Some of these ewes have now been bred to some of 
the best stock rams in England, and the others t o 
our own best rams. The rams will weigh f rom 
275 to 300 pounds and shear from 12 to 15 pounds a t 
maturity, and the ewes will weigh from 180 to 210 
pounds and shear from 9 to 12 pounds at maturity. 
All are recorded both in England and America. 

Orders by mail given careful attention. 
T H E W I L L O W S , 

P a w P a w , M i c h . 
G e o . E . B r e c k , P r o p r . 

SPRINGDAI/E FARM 
L A N S I N G , M I C H I G A N 

JAMBS M. TURNER, Prop 
Shorthorn and Hereford Cattle 
Clydesdale and Standard-Bred 
Trotting Horses, Shetland Ponies 
and Shropshire Sheep 

FOR SALE 
A few good J 
Herd of Pola 

s from the Hillsdale County 
ish China Hogs . Can furnisL 

pairs or trios not akin. Inspection of our herd 
solicited, or write, describing closely wha t 
you want, and satisfaction w i l l b e guaranteed. 
Stock recorded in O. P . C. R . 

JOHN BOWDITCH 
H i l l s d a l e , M i c h i g a n 

H. H. HINDS 
S t a n t o n , M o n t c a l m C o 

Breeder of 

Shorthorn Cattle 
American Merino 

and Shropshire Sheep 

BI/ACK MEADOW FARM. 
Standard-bred Trotters 

Shorthorn Cattle 
w r i t e for Shropshire Sheep 
c a t a l o g . Berkshire Pigs 

F . R . B S K E R , D e t r o i t . 
69 Buhl Block. 

Oakland Poultry Yards. 
per IS, Barred Plymouth 
White, and Single Comb 

Eggs for hatching 
Bocks, Rose Comb BMH 
Brown Leghorns, $1.00 to $1.50, White Wyan-
dottes and Light Brahmae, $1.50,Mammoth Bronze 
Turkeys, $2.00 per six. 

My yarns are ¿ 1 headed by high-scoring males, 
hens and pallets score 90 to 95. Mystockhas won 
premiums at all the principal shows in Michigan, 

JAMES MILLER. Jr . , Beddow. Mich. 

COI/BY STOCK FARM. 
RamboniUet Sheep, Galloway Cattle, and Per-

cheron Horses. All stock pure bred and regis-
tered. Two Percheron Stallions for sale at a 
bargain. Spring Rye for Seed. 

Address, L . P. HOAG, COLBY, MIOH., 
o r L . B. T O W N SEND, IONIA, MIOH. 

M. H. W A L W O R T H 
HILLSDALE, MICH 

BREEDER OF 

ESSEX, VICTORIA AND SUFFOLK SWINE 
OF THE BEST 

AIBO American Merino Sheep of choice qnality 

SHROPSHIRE HALL 
STOCK FARM 

Has nowonsale 50 Registered yearling Rams. 
Registered yearling Ewes, also imported 

Ewes and Rams. 1898 importation to arrive 
in July. 

I i . S . D U N H A M , 
Concord. Mich. 

SHROPSHIRES FOR '9* 
Imported. Registered and Unregistered 

References: ex-goT. Winans and C. 8. Gregory. 
Banker, Dexter, Mich. 

Choice Yearling Ram and Ewe Lambs for sale 
T e r ^ r e a s o n ^ ^ ^ o f ^ t t r 

P . O. DEXTEB, MIOH. 


