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IT WOULD BE CONSTITUTIONAL. 

The so called "California Clause" 
prohibiting the lender from con-

tracting with the borrowers 
to pay the tax on the mort-

gage would be consti-
tutional in Mich-

gan. 

So declared by Jndge J. G. Ramsdell 
of the thirteenth jndicial 

circuit. 

The clause was omitted from the mort-
gage tax law of 1891, but was the 

rital point asked by the 
Grange then, and is de-

manded by them 
today. 

EBITOR GBANGE VISITOR: 
My Dear Sir— Tours asking for 

my interpretation of article 4, 
section 43 of the State constitu-
tion is at hand. ^As the task is 
easy I cheerfully 'comply with 
your request 

This article provides that-the 
legislature shall pass no bill of 
attainder, export-facto law, or law 
impairing the obligation of con-
tracts. 

The first prohibition has never 
been questioned. The second is 
held to apply to crimes and 
offenses only. The third relates 
solely to lawful contracts already 
entered into between two or more 
contracting parties. It is now la w-

with the mortgagee lo pay all 
taxes which may be assessed 
against the mortgage during its 
existence as a lien upon the land. 
Article 4, section 43, would forbid 
the legislature from making void 
such contracts as have already 
been made under the law as it is, 
or as might be made before a differ-
ent law should take effect. 

This provision of the constitu-
tion, however, does not forbid the 
legislature from passing a law 
making all contracts of that nature 
void that are entered into after 
such law is made to take effect. 
Neither would it prevent the legis-
lature from prohibiting such con-
tracts in the future and imposing 
a penalty for its violation. 

In every instance cited in How-
ell's statutes where this provision 
has been interpreted by the 
supreme court the contract claimed 
to be impaired was entered into 
before the law complained of took" 
effect. 

I venture to say that no case can 
be found where any court of com-
petent jurisdiction has, under the 
provisions of the constitution, 
questioned the right of the legisla-
ture to regulate the manner, pre-
scribe the form or determine the 
force of any "contract that might 
thereafter be made. 

The whole Statute of Frauds is 
based upon this unquestioned 
power of the legislature to regulate 
contracts and protect the weak 
and confiding against the strong 
and crafty. I call your attention 
to chapters 283, 234 and 235, com-
mencing on page 1598, second 
volume Howell's annotated statutes 
for powers already exercised by 
the legislature in this direction. 

Yours truly, 
J . 6 . RAMBDELL. 

Traverse City. 
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EARLY SPRING WORK AMONG THE 
SMALL FRUITS. 

H. OSCAR KELLEY. 

In the early spring is the time 
that the small fruit grower should 
"hustle" in order that his work 
may be kept up with the times, or 
in other words so his work will 
"not get behind." 

A little " foresight" in the early 
spring may save or prevent dead 

work was behind last 
season so that those raspberry 
canes were not cut and cleared 
away as soon as the crop was off 
(which we highly recommend), it 
should be done as soon as the 
snow will permit, also the canes 
for the coming crop may be pruned 
and the cuttings nicely cleared 
away and burned so as to check 
the increase of fungi and insect 
enemies with which they are in-
fested. This will also apply to 
blackberries that have not been 
covered for winter protection. 

If from neglect or other causes 
the strawberry bed was not 
mulched in the fall, it should be 
done as soon as the snow is off to 
protect the plants from alternate 
freezing and thawing and the 
blighting winds of March and 
April. 

A little spare time may profit-
ably be spent in arranging some 
line of experiment for the coming 
season, as the^enterprising fruit-
grower is "always on the alert for 
new methods, etc. 

Arrange and send in your orders 
to your nurseryman for the spring 
supply of plants, as early orders 
secure prompt attention and best 
quality. Include some novelty, 
but the advice of the Rural New 
Yorker is good: " Touch novelties 
gently, but touch them." 

?nd insecticides and see that the 
spray pump is in good order and 
in readiness for the annual battle 
with our fruit enemies. 

Consult your fruit journal and 
horticultural library for the ex-
perience of others before you, and 
by all means attend all your local 
horticultural society meetings. 

St. Louis, Mich. 

must always tel' the exact truth, 
a feature he •tfj'I bear in mind 
when he com® *o make prints for 
others to use«fei ; 

Thus muchgpiK the students in 
both courses learn. The mechan-
icals continue^ filling the year 
with cabinetl #Jrk, turning and 
pattern-making *or which purpose 
the shop has| lilies, planers, buzz 
and band sails, 
ing cutter and 
hand tools. 

At the begH '̂s 
more year we '̂i 
for one term \ 
shop. T h 4 m ^ ' 
see eleven boy» 
there are forges 
first at learning 

THE MANUAL TRAINING FOR 
TECHNICAL STUDENTS. 

W. D. GROESBEOK, INSTRUCTOR IN 
SHOP WORK, MICHIGAN AGRI-

CULTURAL COLLEGE. 

All the VISITOR readers know 
that manual labor is one thing re-
quired from all students at the Col-
lege, but many doubtless picture 
the boys laying drains or tending 
crops or stock and forget that 
nearly half of them are enrolled 
in the mechanical course and 
never do an hour's work of this 
sort during their stay at the 
college. 

To get an idea of how the "me-
chanicals" do occupy their work 
hours, if you would see them at 
work in the order in which it is 
given, you would follow the fresh-
men class to the second floor of 
the wood shop where two rows of 
benches extend around the gallery, 
one next the outer wall und one 
surrounding the open space in the 
center of the shop. About eight 
feet apart on these benches are 
locked cases of tools, forty in all, 
each containing saws, chisels, bits, 
squares, planes, bevels, and all the 
necessities of a carpenter's chest; 
while in one corner of the gallery 
is a general tool room, in charge 
of a student, and a stock room 
with a steam coil for kiln drying. 

With this equipment, and with 
an instructor in charge, the stu-
dent begins, learning from his ex-
ercise book the care of his tools, 
the laying out of work and from 
drawings furnished, the construc-
tion of easy joints, splices and 
dovetails. Better than all, he 
learns that hiB geometry means 
something besides lines and 
angles and that his blue prints 
tell in the simplest way all that he 
needs to know about the job in 
hand. He learns too that they 

shaper and mold-
is great variety of 

ing of the sopho-
ali find the boys 

the blacksmith 
*ssted visitor will 
•ere (all for which 
t one time) busy, 
o manage the fire 

and then J at • Aeh exercises as 
drawing and Dning iron, mak-
ing bolt heac!«. eyes, hooks, chain 
links, clevis&i%eids, and if time 
permits, thediff Ranees in handling 
and precQ4P$i|ie tor working steel. 
Again all. the Students get the 
benefit of this 'rill under one of 
the most skiilf 1 blacksmiths of 
Lansing.! Tho -chnieal students, 
having more ti de for the work, 
give longferfrt Jention to these 
exercise® and t mtinue with such 
work as making old chisels, lathe 
tools in their j iper form and the 
tempering^rid^dressing of tools. 

In the j&Bfciit¿¡¡¿¡¿^opportunity 
for f o u n ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ Q ^ j t we hope 

r»^; t - f ̂ ^ B f M W f e a a . y * - " < 
the remainder lor their work for 
the y/j^urse is dona To both 
student and visitor this is the most 
interesting shop in the building. 
Prepared by a short course of lect-
ures on the construction and 
management of the various ma-
chines, a beginning is made with 
hand tools at chipping, filing, 
scraping and centering work for 
the lathes. The student here 
learns for the first time perhaps 
that " a hair" and "scant" and 
"flush" and "a shade" are meas-
urements tabooed and that »hun-
dredths and thousandths of an 
inch are very definite and easily 
measured dimensions. Ten lathes, 
two shapers, two smaller drills and 
one large radial drill, a planer, 
milling machine, grinding machine 
and four tool and cutter grinders, 
give opportunity to learn a wide 
range of-operations in metal work-
ing. Best of all, the boys learn 
here, if they will, extreme accuracy. 
A shaft turned in one lathe must 
fit a box bored in another; the 
" plunger " of a steam pump must 
be a water-tight fit for the cylinder 
in which it works; a drill or 
reamer blank turned a hundredth 
of an inch too small is useless 
unless it can be re-worked for a 
smaller size at a great loss of time; 
planer work most be such that a 
little scraping will make steam-
tight fits between the valves and 
valve-seats of engines. These for 
the more common operations, but 
with micrometer calipers and 
the graduations of the milling and 
emery grinding machines, thou-
sandths of an inch are easily read 
and removed, and with the latter 
machine an error of that amount 
in a diajneter would" be a serious 
one. Ordinary calipers are here 
of no use, standard plugs and rings 
being the sources of comparison. 

It should not be thought that 
this is too extreme a refinement of 
measurement, for it is such work 
as these machines do that makes 
possible the delicate and accurate 
movements of other machines and 
the interchange of worn parts of 
machines for new ones. With 
such machines the student not 
only uses but maJces the brightly 
polished, perfectly sized twist 
drills, reamers, tapered arbors, 
milling cutters for sawing and 
grooving metal, cutting gear teeth, 

worm wheels, taps and an almost 
endless variety of tools so useful 
to the machinist and so attractive 
to everyone. 

But the time is not all given to 
this class of work. New engines, 
lathes, shapers, dynamos, etc., for 
the shop itself and a great amount 
of repairs for the institution is 
continually a part of the work. 
Nothing is made simply for the 
making; everything is designed to 
be of some practical value when 
finished. 

After six terms of this sort of 
machine work, the last two terms 
of the course are spent in testing 
the efficiency of engines, boilers, 
electrical devices and shop ma-
chines and in thesis experiments; 
and all this it should be remem-
bered is only the practice which 
runs parallel with and exemplifies 
the theory of the class room in-
struction. 

We wish that a hundred parents 
could see these opportunities for 
their sons where one has so far 
seen them, and would give to 
Michigan boys the chance that 
scores of those from other states 
have been glad to turn to their 
account. 

WORK OF THE SOPHOMORES ON 
THE FARM DEPARTMENT. 

P. G. HOLDEN, ASSISTANT AGRICUL-
TURIST, MICHIGAN STATION. 

inquiries are oiten inaGelregafd-
ing the nature of the work of stu-
dents on the College farm. We re-
spond to some of these through 
the columns of the VISITOR. 

The work of the students is 
mostly experimental, and is carried 
on under the direction and person-
al supervision of the experiment 
station staff and the instructors in 
agriculture. 

The freshmen are usually as-
signed either to the Horticultural 
department or the Agricultural de-
partment for the first four terms 
of their course. During the first 

| term, if on the Agricultural depart-
ment, they are assigned to assist in 
the harvesting of the various ex 
perimental crops grown by the 
seniors and sophomores. Should 
any freshman be especially inter-
ested in farm experiments, he would 
probably be assigned to the farm, 
and might be given an experiment 
of his own to care for through the 
season. In this case it would be 
necessary for him to remain on the 
farm the two following terms, sum-
mer and fall. 

All students in the agricultural 
course work on the farm during the 
fifth, sixth and seventh terms of 
the course, last two terms of the 
sophomore, and first term of the 
junior year. 

The hours of work of the first 
half of the fifth term are divided 
between work in the blacksmith 
shop and study preparatory to the 
experiment that each student ex-
pects to conduct. 

Each student is assigned a plat 
of ground for his work, and he is 
expected to perform all the labor 
connected with the experiment,— 
plowing, harrowing, planting, cul-
tivating and harvesting. 

The student thus becomes iden-
tified with his work, and he is held 
responsible for the results of the 
experiment, and a careful record of 
all notes, observations and descrip-
tions of the same. These notes are 
properly tabulated and carefully 
entered within a permanent station 
record, where they are available for 
reference at any time. This is a 
very important feature of the work, 
as many of the experiments con-
tinue through a term of years. 
These records will be published 
from time to time in the various 
agricultural papers and bulletins. 

of 
on 

Several are now in the hands 
the printer in the bulletin 
amounts of seed potatoes. 

The student who does experi-
mental work is assigned his plats 
of ground, and then he does all the 
work necessary to the experiment, 
the plowing, harrowing, planting, 
cultivating, and is responsible for 
accurate notes on all features of 
the work. 

In 1892 Messrs. G. W. Masselink, 
and W. C. Bagley, class '95, con-
ducted experiments with potatoes 
to determine the merits of shallow 
vs. deep cultivation, and different 
depths of planting, with three va-
rieties. 

The conclusions recorded from 
these experiments areas follews: 

" In regard to culture, the deep 
culture, 5 inches, gave the best 
results both as to total yield and as 
to percentage of marketable to un-
marketable. This is true of all the 
different kinds of soil and the three 
varieties." 

" We also find that of the diffèr-
ent depths of planting, the three-
inch gave the largest total yield 
and the five-inch the largest amount 
of marketable potatoes." 

Mr. H. E. Ward, class of '95, con-
ducted an experiment with potatoes 
in 1892, comparing the effects of 
large and small potatoes for seed, 
and the effects of sandy va clay 
soil on quality and yield. 

His results show " again for the 

were of the besf quality, of better 
size and better material—except in 
one variety (Empire State), in 
which those grown from the small 
seed matured before those from thé 
large." 

Those planted at two inches and 
three inches suffered badly from 
sun burn, thus reducing the per-
centage of marketable yield below 
the yield at five inches. 

We have not room to even men-
tion the great variety of experi-
ments now in progress. A few of 
them may be spoken of. 

The improvement of corn by se-
lection, conducted in 1891 by Mr. 
H. F. Palmer, class '93, in 1892 
by Mr. H. W. Tracy, class '94, and 
continued in 1893 by Mr. G. L. 
Stewart, class '95. 

Other experiments of the same 
nature with wheat and oats are also 
in progress; and in these the stu-
dents have very materially aided. 

Experiments to determine the 
effects of hills and drills in culture 
of corn and potatoes with different 
amounts of seed at different dis-
tances, have been in progress two 
years and will be continued this 
year. 

These records are very creditable 
to the students who aided and had 
the care of them. 

The Experiment Station Records 
are always open to visitors at the 
Agricultural Laboratory, and any 
interested in the work will be wel-
comed to the inspection of them. 

The foremost work of the pres-
ent year will be the experiments 
with smuts of corn, wheat, oats and 
barley. Six students are now 
studying the subject in preparation 
for experiments of the coming 
season. Special attentiom will be 
given to corn smut, for as yet, no 
remedy is known. 

Owing to lack of space the work 
of the seniors is omitted in this arti-
cle. In conclusion we wish to say 
that, with very few exceptions, the 
work of the students in assisting 
with these experiments has been 
entirely reliable, and very valuable 
to the department. 

SCALES. 
When you think of buying farm 

scales, write to J. C. Gould, Paw Paw 
Mich. He is one of our "old reliable" 
advertisers. Write him for priues. 
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H O U S E H O L D E C O N O M Y A T T H E 
K A N S A S A G R I C U L T U R A L 

C O L L E G E . 

M B S . N E L L I E S. K E D Z I E . 

In thinking about the answer to 
the question as to results of the 
teaching of household economy 
and the industries for girls in our 
college I aui tempted, at the risk 
of seeming very personal in my 
illustrations, to tell something of 
the work some of our gradu-
ates are doing toward making this 
world a better home for alljnan-
kind. We have two graduates at 
the head of the woman's work in 
the Utah Agricultural College, 
one teaching household economy 
and one teaching sewing. One is 
teaching both cooking and sew-
ing in the high schools of Menomi-
nee, Wisconsin, while a graduate 
of the South Dakota Agricultural 
College has been with us thr& 
winters taking post graduate work 
in household economy, sewing and 
chemistry; she holds a chair in her 
alma mater. These young women 
we take pride and pleasure in 
watching. Since the department 

- here is only about thirteen years 
old this gives us a good showing 
for graduate workers. 

But the place where the influ 
ence of the work in household 
economy is felt most is in the indi-
vidual homes where the students 
carry what knowledge they obtain. 
I t has been a source of much pleas-
ure to watch the growth of ability 
in our young girls, to see how, as 
the years go by the girls who go 
out from among us are able to go 
home and take the burdens of 
housekeeping cares into their 
own hands and to give their 
mothers restful days at once, in-
stead of waiting until the mothers 
taught their erirls all there was in &u„ „ girls all 
the home work. Even though 
there be but one term required of 
•his work a girl grows deft and 
practical, and American girls who 
have had college work in using 
their brains, are very ready to ap-
ply their knowledge. 

One mother said to me " my 
girls walked into the home kitchen 
and managed the running of a large 
ril l I i T T i j l ü ü i i « M y e l i n I T i l l ¡ f r 
mé, although tney had never done 
any housework before their term at 
the college. They seemed to have 
an idea of systematic work and to 
be able to plan their work so as to 
have everything done in good sea-
son." 

Of course their ability to do that 
came largely from having trained 
minds which could grasp the nec-
essity of plan in all work. 

The homes of the land receive 
much better food than before the 
girls were given the study of 
household economy. It is not bet-
ter in materials perhaps, but the 
infinite variety of combinations 
and of preparations, will incita a 
girl to experiments of various kinds 
after she learns the foundation 
truths about the combinations of 
foods. Then, too, she learns defi-
nitely some methods besides those 
her mother used, and anyone is 
better for using the good ideas of 
two people than being limited to 
those evolved by but one brain 
The students take pride in doing 
cooking at home after they have 
practiced in class, and their delight 
in their success often gives them 
cheer and comfort through the 
whole day. 

One feature in the cooking class 
is the interest manifested by the 
whole class in the work of each 
one. This gives everyone a cheery 
comradeship, which increases the 
interest in all the work anil makes 
everyone forget that it is some 
times called drudgery and that it is 
very hard work. 

Much of the so called drudgery 
of housework comes to the house-
keepers because they have not suffi-
cient knowledge of management to 
make matters move smoothly. It is 
never work that wears half so much 
as worry, and while I am aware 
that many a woman really has too 
much woek to do, I believe if she 
knew how to systematize her work 
it might be very materially les-
sened. 

As these girls grow a little older 
and are called upon to establish 
homes of their own, they will not 
be content to have those homes 
made up of small pieces of board-
ing houses. Each girl will want 
her own kitchen from which she 
can bring all the good things her 
enthusiasm, pictures and her lect-
ure book suggests. 

The influence of this kind of 

work on the young women them-
selves is not to be overlooked. A girl 
who feels herself competent to pre-
pare a meal whenever she wishes 
to do so, who, when she partakes 
of food which is not quite as it 
should be knows at once where the 
fault lies, who is able to see at 
once the reasons for any special 
effect in cooking or serving, is a 
person who is at ease upon many 
household topics and who can 
always find herself fully equal to 
any household emergency that may 
come to her. A girl whose knowl-
edge of household matters is defi-
nite will make a good worker in 
her own kitchen, or a good mis-
tress for servants. She is, in a 
word, competent to fill her place 
and fill it well, whatever that place 
may be. 

Not every girl becomes a first-
class cook or manager from prac-
tice in her college course. This 
branch of study is like all other 
work, where one student will gain 
much, another w.ill take but little.. 
However, the large majority do 
gain many helpful hints for future 
use, and the fact that out of the 
students who have passed the re-
quired term of household economy 
more than half the young ladies 
who graduate take special work in 
the kitchen laboratory after their 
required term is over, proves that 
the students are not averse to even 
hard work. 

The coming years will tell us 
more of the effects of teaching 
household economy in colleges, and 
we who are working in this line for 
the good of the girls now grow-
ing up about us, are willing to wait 
and let this work speak for itself, 
knowing that the results will be 
full of comfort to the inmates of 
American homes. The more help 
a girl has toward giving her prac-
tical knowledge of the work which 
is most likely to come to her, the 
more helpful woman she will be, 
and the world needs strong, help-
ful women. 

Give the girls a chance and they 
will become the women we need. 
Thus they will in their own lives 
show forth the results of their 
training, whether it be indus-
trial or not. The girl whose hand 

fewer difficulties to overcome, and 
the one who has knowledge of 
household economy will find easier 
work when she must carry the re-
sponsibility of a home. 

The results of teaching house-
hold economy and the industries in 
our college cannot easily be de-
scribed, because they are scattered 
over our broad prairies and, are 
seen in the individual homes in so 
many ways ttoat to tell of one re-
sult would be unfair, and to tell of 
all would be impossible. 

Enough to say, our 
stronger, more capable women for 
their work. 

Manhattan, Kansas 

of morality. His energies have 
been weakened and his sense of 
truth and moral obligation have 
gone from him. To rise in life 
seems like an impossibility. The 
dreadful pit into which he has 
fallen gets deeper and deeper, and 
at last he is cast into the world a 
moral Wreck. 

The young man who enters col-
lege, fully realizing the responsi-
bility which rests upon him, and 
adjusts himself,to the requisites 
for morality, is truly the one to be 
honored above all others. Such an 

upon entering college takes one „_ • J P f B W P 
ample time for the selection of his 
companions and looks long for a 
" college chum." If he be a Chris-
tian man the Young Men's Chris-
tian Association" will soon become 
his home, and the members of that 
grand organization will ever be his 
friends and associates. There is 
so much confidence placed in the 
companionship of the Christian, 
that parents are always better sat-
isfied when their sons are surround-
ed by the religious influences of 
Christian room mutes and associ-
ations. 

Few students are able to remain 
unsusceptible to the atmosphere 
about them, whether it be good or 
bad, and if the greatest success in 
life is to be obtained, care must be 
taken in choosing college compan-
ions. If one of two room mates is 
a sloven and the other is not ex-
tremely neat, the tendency is for 
the better boy to become like his 
partner. If one is a student and 
the other is not, it is much easier 
for both to bec&be idlers instead 
of workers. Th« good seldom pre-
vails unless it is characteristic of 
one student in ^ most remarkable 
degree. ^ 

TO THE COMMITTEES ON WOMAN'S 
WORK IN THE GRANGE. 

those present for a contribution of 
not less than five cents each. 

Juvenile Granges. 

The organization of Juvenile 
Granges for the social and moral 
culture, discipline and education 
of our children, as authorized by 
the National G r a n g e , has been too 
much neglected. They are to the 
Grange what the Sabbath school 
is to the church, and where they 
have been organized the reports of 
their work and success are most 
gratifying. The children are 
pleased, interested and in-
structed and enthusiastic in the 
work of their Grange. The 
social culture is valuable, the 
moral restraint is powerful, and 
the discipline of the ritual work 

all in the Order are working for 
the benefit of ourselves, and all 
mankind. 

For special correspondence, all 
east of the Alleghany range, will 
address Mrs. C. Electa Bowen, 
Woodstock, Conn. Those west of 
the Bocky mountains, Mrs. E. W. 
Davis, SantaBosa, California; and 
the middle section of states, Mrs. 
H. H. Woodman, Paw Paw, Michi-
gan. 

Fraternally, 
MRS. H . H . WOODMAN, 
MRS. C . ELECTA BOWEN, 
M R S . E . W . DAVIS, 

National Committee on Woman's 
Work in the Grange. 

ROAD THOUGHTS. 

Under instructions of the execu-
tive committee'of the National 
Grange we issue- /this circular for 
the purpose of awakening an inter-
est among the1 

order" in relati 
for a tem 
will be 
Temple,' 

jnsmbers of our 
to raising funds 
riculture, which 

the "Grange 

girls are 

INFLUENCE OF COMPANIONS IN 
COLLEGE LIFE. 

B. H A L L , C L A S S O F 'A3, A G R I C U L T U R A L 
C O L L E G E . 

That companions have a great 
influence upon one's character, is 
an axiomatic truth. This is per-
haps" more marked among college 
students than elsewhere. 

The age at which young men 
go to college is just about the time 
when the body .is approaching 
manhood and the character is being 
molded into permanent form. 

This is, indeed, a very critical 
period in one's life. The average 
young man is standing, as it were, 
upon the dividing line between 
prosperity and failure. A single 
push iu either direction decides 
his future. 

How many there are of our young 
men who enter college with bright 
hopes for the future, and com-
pletely fail because of bad com-
panions or worthless room mates. 
Many such students have as beau-
tiful homes as could be desired. 
Their mothers perhaps prayed 
earnestly that they might always 
be an honor to themselves and their 
loved ones at home. 

If every young man, before enter-
ing college, could realize the sor-
row and burden that a poor room 
mate would cause him, it would 
be one of the greatest blessings 
that could come to him. But not 
until after he has completely ab-
sorbed the infamy and vice of "his 
fellow does he know his mistake. 
He then finds that he is so far 
into the depths of sin and misery 
that he is below the average level 

work as 
y d e -

partment which will result in good 
to our order throughout the land. 
This being the Columbian year, 
let it be an inspiration for the 
members to work with renewed 
interest; and, as the National 
Grange has asked the Committee 
on Woman's Work to take the 
lead, we will formulate and sug-
gest a plan for work that we trust 
may be practical. 

We recommend that the Master 
of each State Grange issue his pro-
clamation at once to the subordin-
ate* Granges in his jurisdiction and 
ask that active measures be in-
augurated in every Grange for the 
collection of funds for the Grange 
Temple and that every member of 
the order be given an opportunity 
to contribute a small amount for 
that purpose. The amount may 
not necessarily be large, if all will 
respond. An average contribution 
of ten cents annually from each 
member, will raise the required 
amount in about two years. While 
many members will 
all can afford to give dimes. 

As it is expected that the lady-
officers in the Grange will take an 
active part in the entertainments 
during the year, let Flora in June, 

give dollars, 

the mouth of roses, call together 
her companions who have the 
brightest ideas, and make out a 
program that will be entertaining 
to those in and out of the Grange, 
and so attractive that all will de-
sire to be present. Sister E. W. 
Davis of California, will issue a 
circular that will be of help to 
those who wish to avail themselves 
of her suggestions. In August, 
Ceres should bring her display of 
bounties in store at that season. 
Glean the ripest and best talent of 
the Grange, and make it a day of 
rejoicing. The chairman of the 
National Committee will assist you 
at that time. In October, Pomona 
with her overflowing " cornucopia" 

%of luscious fruits should tempt all 
to partake, and as their fragrance 
is wafted among the multitude, 
may the impression be made, that 
the mind also produces fiue fruit 
when cultivated. Sister Bowen of 
Connecticut, will help with sugges-
tions to make the meetings pleas-
ant and profitable. These sug-
gestions will not be compulsory, 
but we hope to aid and encourage 
each in this work and increase the 
fund for the Grange Temple. Ask 

and literary programs, both refin-
ing and elevating. The work of 
the Grange is under the supervis-
ion of a matron, selected from the 
subordinate Grange under the 
jurisdiction of which it was organ-
ized. Children, whose parents are 
eligible to membership in a sub-
ordinate Grange between the ages 
of eight and fourteen years can be 
admitted. It seems eminently fit-
tin« thatthecommitteeon Woman's 
Work in every Grange in the land, 
should give this subject due con-
sideration, and take such action as 
the good of the children» and of 
the Order may require. No sub-
ordinate Grange that has the con-
veniences for the work of a Juve-
nile Grange should neglect to or-
ganize one. The beautiful and 
impressive rituals give all neces-
sary instructions for the organiza-
tion and work of these Granges, 
and are kept in stock by the secre-
tary of the National Grange. 

Do not let these suggestions be 
the only themes for the work of 
the year, but strive in every way 
and at att*tira«& to „make the meet-
ings interesting to every member, 
anil induce those outside to come 
within our charmed circle. 

When Children's Day is ap-
pointed by the master of the Na-
tional Grange, let the program be 
of a Columbian nature. Their reci-
tations, charades, tableaux, lect-
ures, songs, etc., should represent 
something about the discovery of 
Amcpwo1 attcklto pmyjnfr gfga iaasR-
We will send to the Grange Press 
some articles that can be used for 
that occasion. Our schools can 
furnish many exercises that will be 
appropriate. The members of 
each Grange should put their best 
thoughts into this work, for the 
seed sown will in after years be 
returned to the Grange a thousand 
fold. Each child may be asked to 
contribute one penny to the temple 
fund. 

A Grange Temple account should 
be opened by the secretary of every 
Subordinate Grange in the Order. 
The name of each contributor and 
the amount received should be 
carefully recorded, and read as a 
part of the minutes at each meet-
ing. The treasurer should open a 
Grange Temple fund account, and 
at the end of the fiscal year, the 
funds collected should be sent to 
the secretary of the National 
Grange with a report of the source 
from which the funds were re 
ceived, and as far as practicable 
the names of contributors; for it is 
contemplated to have the names of 
all donating to build this grand 
monument to our order, inscribed 
on a Roll of Honor- and forever 
kept within its archives. 

It does not seem possible that 
any one who will give a moment's 
reflection to this project, can doubt 
its wisdom or necessity. Other 
orders have their temples in almost 
every city in the land, and cannot 
Agriculture, the paramount inter-
est of all, have one grand edifice 
reared and dedicated to its honor? 
It is believed that the means used 
in its construction will not be idle 
capital; but the rents received, will 
be more than the interest on the 
investment, and thus become a per-
manent source of revenue for ex-

the work of the Order, 
circular is not intended to 

One essential thing is to keep the road 
bed the highest so that the water may 
soon escape, and to have good ditches. 
Then buy a stone crusher and let the 
loose stones along the roadside and the 
surplus stones that may be procured from 
the farmers in almost every road district 
for the hauling of them be utilized. Let 
one or even two or three townships go in 
together and buy a good stone crusher, 
or hire one for u month or two, and make 
a short distance of this kind of road. 
See how it seems to travel a good hard 
road for a mile or 60 when the other 
roads are mud holes. 

Crushed stones put in the road bed 
would make a hard and perfect road that 
will last for years. This clears the sur-
plus stones from stony farms at no cost 
to the farmers. In some parts of New 
York this work is being done and it gives 
great satisfaction. I saw great piles of 
stone by the roadside waiting for the 
crusher that had been put there by the 
road labor or a road job. Stone wall 
fences have been used, for this purpose. 

'I he total sum assessed in Michigan in 
18'.)1 for highway purposes, outside of 
cities and villages, was 82,025,GOO. I t has 
been suggested that thelaw be changed 
so that the road tax be paid in money 
and deprive the faraierof performing the 
road work. Men who use the highway 
most have,tbe most interest in the roads 
and ar<? the best judges as to where and 
ho»- the roads should be repaired and 
"built. We have no great need of survey-
ors and civil engineers to tell us how and 
when and where the roads need the most 
labor performed. I t costs money to pay 
this class of gentlemen to come out in 
the country to labor. 

The average farmer is satisfied with 
the law as it is; they chopped and logged 
and have made the highways what they 
are, and in but a few years. The early 
pioneer has given largely to the highway 
over and above his labor assessed. If 
you allow one day for each man assessed 
in each year it will be $225,000 a year, 
and in many cases twenty days have 

T>een gTvSfo "By" one man in t)n«f~year oh 
one road district. '1 his amount in ten 
years would be $2.250,000 in the State 
but in many cases the donated work has 
been kept up for thirty years. Besides 
this the land the road occupies has been 
.given to the State by the farmer in 
many cases, who paid cash for the land. 
Did the railroads get their land in this 

tending 
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supplant the one issued by the 
committee one year ago, upon this 
subject, but supplementary thereto 
and should be considered there-
with. 

No words of ours can explain 
more fully what has been done by 
the Woman's Work committees, 
than the reports from the different 
states which have been so well dis-
tributed. Committees have been 
appointed in State, Pomona and 
Subordinate Granges, and we 
think all understand that ours is 
not a separate work, but together 

way? By no means. In many cases the 
road bed and a bonus were given to the 
company to induce them to lay their 
roads. If it is right to give land to cor-
porations, it is right to pay farmers for 
the land the roads occupy. 

We think if our present laws were 
properly enforced and good men elected 
as path-masiers, the roads would be all 
right. I have been a resident of Michi-
gan for over thirty years and I say that 
the roads are bettei in Michigan than in 
some other states I have traveled in. 
Michigan is blessed by a grand soil for 
roads and with gravel in very many road 
districts which other states are deprived 
of. I think Michigan takes the lead on 
good roads with any state that has not 
been settled any longer than it has. 

Some complain because a portion of 
the labor assessed is not performed and 
have it figured out for us to a dollar (it 
is all guess work) and not one word men-
tioned about the unnumbered days' work 
that has been given to make the roads 
what they are. If the railroads and 
other corporations pay a highway tax, as 
they should, and that amount laid out in 
labor upon the highways, there would be 
no need of a change of road laws for the 
benetit a certain class. 

How much of the people's land does 
the public highways occupy in the State 
of Michigan? Thelaw requires four rods 
for all roads on the - section lines; this 
takes from each township 96 acres of 
land that was paid for by the land own-
ers of the township. Allowing 88 coun-
ties in Michigan, at the above ratio it 
would make 1,716 acres in each county 
and would make the grand total for the 
State of 150,tJ08 acres in the State. 
Allowing the value of the land at $20 per 
acre, would make the enormous sum of 
$3,018,106 given to the State of Michigan 
by the farmers and land owners for the 
public highway, or a large portion of it. 

At a regular county meeting of the 
Patrons of Industry, held in Dansville in 
January, the road question was intelli-
gently discussed and a resolution passed 
unanimously against changing our pres-
ent road laws. The question came up in 
the Grange of White Oak and there 
every member that spoke on the subject 
was in favor of leaving the road or high-
way laws as they are. 

A PATRON. 
Dansville. 

C O L D W A T E R G R A N G E , NO. 137, 
is w i d e a w a k e . F r i d a y e v e n i n g , M a r c h to, 
w e h e l d a " fa i r s o c i a l , " - v h i c h w a s a de-
c ided s u c c e s s so f a r as t h e p r o g r a m w a s 
c o n c e r n e d , c o n s i s t i n g of F a i r r e m i n i s e n c e s 
and m u s i c . T h e p r o c e e d s a r e t o b e g i v e n 
as a specia l p r e m i u m a t o u r 40th a n n u a l 
fa ir w h i c h o c c u r s o n S e p t . 26 to 29 i n c l u s -
i v e . B r a n c h c o u n t y h a s j u s t c o m m e n c e d 
a " fianner" c o n t e s t , to b e carr ied o n f o r 
t h e y e a r . T h e o u t l o o k is b r i g h t and t h e 
P a t r o n s h a p p v . 

W . E . W R I G H T , Secretary. 


