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'THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN «HE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED." 

TO I . XVIII, NO. 1. LANSING, MICHIGAN, JANUARY 1, 1893. WHOLE NO. 409. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 1892. 

WORTHY MASTEB AND MICHIGAN 
PATRONS :—Of one theme we never 
weary, one word checks our ram-
blingdiscontent,one thought brings 
congratulation. I t is—Michigan. 

We hold close the thought that 
we call that State "our own" whose 
two lake-locked peninsulas are so 
rarely gifted in minerals, in timber, 
in choicest, richest farming prairies 
and pastures and that are intersect-
ed so plentifully by streams and 
dotted with so many small bodies 
of freshest water. 

God blessed our State abundant-
ly in Nature, and man has used the 
means so freely bestowed, well. 
Our large manufactories, our mines, 
our kftnber camps, our well tilled 
fields, our cities and villages, all 
speak of enterprise. But when all 
this has been said, we know the best 
is yet unspoken. We know the real 
"resources of any commonwealth are 
not tn its bonded stocks, its lofty 
pmes, its mined ore, its sleek herds, 
or even in the smoky centers of its 
metropolis cities, and their masses 
Of masonry. The man and woman-

pod of Michigan are her richest 
iwer, and, as we have come up 

ere to this beautiful building, 
hich is a sort of symbol of Michi-
an's naterial prosperity, we have 

Jjnstinotively felt 

i* "Otir yeoman should be eqnftl to hifl.hpine.". 

If we have pointed, »with some-
thing like pride, toiour excellent 

of • H ^ v a l * -
to our societies and clubs for the 
promotion of social, mental, and 
religious culture, it has still been 
with the sense that we have made 
only a beginning along these lines. 

As a whole, we have so far only 
been building our homes. A few 
have swept and garnished their 
hearths; not many have settled 
down to making the man superior 
to matter, to earnestly seeking after 
those "best gifts" that shall abide 
forever. Are you not forcibly im-
pressed with this fact, my friends, 
as you come together, December 
after December, and find your 
members barely holding their own, 
and now and then diminished? 

You know the bed-rock of truth 
supports the principles of business 
relations, social and educational 
life that are advocated by the 
Grange. You marvel that all ag-
riculturists do not see this as you 
do. You recall your past, before 
you entered the Order; you recount 
the advantages the Grange brought 
you, the light it has been the means 
of throwing upon your methods of 
farming and modes of living; you 
name over the staunch friendships 
it has welded into your life; you re-
joice again in its festive gatherings, 
and, finally, you turn to the effect 
of all this on your individual selves 
and you are glad that to you, at 
least, the Grange came and that to 
you is given the privilege of testi-
fying always to its benefits. Not 
all farmers and their families will 
come into the Grange but not a day 
passes that does not evidence deep-
er respect and confidence in the ac-
complished ends and moving spirit 
of the Order on every hand. May it 
be our work to broaden still more 
the cause for such confidence! 

When our efforts to increase our 
numbers seem fruitless, we may 
well con the lessons of a custom, 
sometimes said to prevail among 
the Indians. One of them was once 
asked why he put seven grains of 
corn in a hill. "Well," said he, "we 
put in one grain for the crows, an-
other for the worms and a third for 
the squirrel and we expect the rest 
will grow." Shall we not, like him, 
"sow with a margin" and expect to 
see only a part of the seed we cast 
bring actual members into the 
Order? 

Condition of Granges in the State. 
The official records of this body 

show that 248 subordinate Granges 
have reported and paid fees and 
dues to the State Grange in the 
year ending Dec. 1st, 1892. Of 
this number, 188 have reported for 
all the quarters ending Sept. 30; 
25 for the quarters ending June 30; 
23 for the quarters ending March 
31; and 12 for the quarter ending 
Dec. 31, 1891. 

Two Granges have been organ-
ized. They are Ruby, No. 696, by 
Deputy A. W. Campbell, in St. 
Clair Co., and Kalkaska No. 697, 
in Kalkaska Co., by Deputy A. E. 
Palmer. 

Three dormant Granges have 
found inactivity too grievious to be 
borne. The first was Olivet, touch-
ed, we must suppose, by the ardent 
missionary fervor of the last State 
Grange, for it revived seven days 
later under the ministrations of 
Brother A. D. Bank. In May Chick-
aming, No. 383, was reorganized 
by Bro. E. V. Clark, delegate to 
this Grange from Berrien Co. A 
few weeks ago, Oxford, No. 395, 
Oakland Co., sent for instructions 
and new manuals with the inten-
tion of resuming work this winter. 

Four Granges have given noti-
fication of having disbanded, name-
ly: Howell, No. 90, Livingston Co., 
Wyoming, No. 353, Kent Co., Dal-
las, No. 505, Clinton Co., and Gun 
take, No. 643, Allegan Co. 

One Pomona has been added to 
the list of Corfnty Granges, i Kal-
kaska Co. was organized in Jajur-

ary ana sends its nrst represenfa-
tive to this session. 

Another Juvenile Grange was 
organized this year by Talmadge, 
No. 639, Ottawa Co. As no reports 
of progress are required of these 
children's societies, no means are 
at hand from which to state what 
work the three that have been or-
ganized in our State, are doing. 

A comparison of records shows 
we have ten Granges with a mem-
bership of 100 and more. These 
average not quite 130 members 
each. Twenty-three others, each 
with a membership numbered be-
tween 75 and 100, average a trifle 
over 81, leaving by far the largest 
number with a membership of less 
than 75 each. Some of these are 
small, seemingly weak, yet strong 
in the justice of their cause, or they 
would not pay dues regularly, as 
they do, on barely enough to hold 
their charters. To such as these 
the State Grange has striven to ex-
tend every help possible. They 
are centers of life. The use they 
perform in the communities where 
they exist may be none the less 
effective because it is not showy. 

"The best men* doing their best 
Know, peradventnre, least of what they do; 
ftlen nsefallest i' the world are simply used." 
Let us " never be discouraged." 

Faithfulness is success. 
Official Transactions. 

The receipts for the year ending 
Dec. 1st 1892, have been: 
Fees and dues f rom subordinate 

Granges $3,699-95 
Fees from sixth degree mem-

bers 
Fees from organizing deputies 
Supplies sold 
Interest on invested funds 
R e c e i p t s o f G R A N G E V I S I T O R 

since April ist 

Postage, Express, etc 140.26 

G R A N G E V I S I T O R exposes paid 
by editor 

$5.3I3.I4 

455-16 

4 9 . 0 0 
5 .00 

554-56 
286.00 

3 6 0 . 7 4 

Receipted bills handed in on 
VISITOR account by the editor 

Total receipts. 
Disbursements. 

Expenses of session of 1891 
Expenses of Executive Commit-

tee 
Salaries of officers 
GRANGE VISITOR bills paid by 

State Grange order 
Dues to National Grange 
Fees to National Grange on ac-

count sixth degree 
Supplies, expenses, e t c 
Lecture work 
Printing 
Secretary's Office expenses 
Secretary's Office postage 
Secretary's Stationery 
Miscellaneous expenses, Master's 

expense, Officer's stationery, 

$4.935-25 

$455-I6 

f5.39o-4i 

» 1 , 2 0 7 . 5 8 

2 3 6 . 0 1 
7 5 0 . 0 0 

1.39746 
579-97 

2 4 . 5 0 
47230 
2 7 9 . 0 2 
1 2 2 . 8 6 

19 13 
74-50 
9-55 

Total disbursement $ 5 , 7 6 8 . 3 0 

Farmer 'Day. 
The.'practice cf observing a day 

especially for a; iculturists has 
been in vogue wit! the Chautauqua 
Assembly in New rork for several 
years, but it was • new departure 
this year for the'jfo View Assem-
bly and Michigan í'ftrons to at-
tempt to bring thpgreat interests 
of farmers upon J platform where 
every other vitajquestion is dis-
cussed by its fc jfaiost adherents. 
A year ago this 1 ate Grange ac-
cepted an invi tat i^to participate 
in a Farmer's Davl t be inaugura-
ted at the Bay \fjsr Summer As-
sembly. On Aug|9;9th, in accord 
with arrangemen(Sf.'nade by the 
Executive Comipi^ at its meeting 
in March, the Grnt^e was repre-
sented at Bay Vieiby Bro. J. H. 
Brigham, who sjike upon " The 
Work and Aim sí? the Grange," 
Bro. J . J . WoodiKa upon " Influ-
ence of the Farmfr upon Town and 
City," and by BrdC. G. Luce, up-
on " The Farmery Relations to So-
ciety." m 

Some 200 Patios and farmers 
were drawn espeMly to Bay View 
by this occasion^ 1 listened, with 
others to thos«y&sg£h devotees of 
the Order, and !f circumstances 
both unique « y | j | r . 

if he considered Farmer's Day a 
success, the superintendent of the 
Assembly answered " Most assured-
ly. I t was a good beginning. Please 
convey to the officers and members 
of the State Grange the Assembly 
management's appreciation of the 
effort they made to attend and 
assist in the success of the day." 

Work in Subordinate Granges. 
In November 26 letters were sent 

out to as many s •cretaries of sub-
ordinate Granges, selected with a 
view to securing variety of member-
ship and location. 

A copy of the letter reads: 
Will you kindly answer the following 

questions concerning your Grange for the 
year 1 8 9 2 ? 

A reply before Dec. 1, is desirable. 
1. How often does your Grange meet? 
2. Are your meetings in the afternoon 

or evening? 
3. Do you own a hall ? 
4. If so, is it in the njuntry or village? 
5. About what is y jur average attend-

ance ? 
6. What business hy 

ings? 
7. What subjects di 
8. Do the young pe 
9. Have the young 

ing set apart for them to manage 
range their own program? 

10. Have you a library? 
11. How did you obtain the books and 

replenish them ? 
1 2 . Is the G R A N G E V I S I T O R taken by 

every family? 
13. Do you have a press correspondent? 
14. What song book do you use? 
15. Is your commi tie on Woman's Work 

active ? 
16. What do you dq in co-operative trad-

ing? j 
17. What amoun t hqs your Grange traded 

in this way? 
18. Will you s u r e s t improvements that, 

in your judgment n,light be made in co-op-
erative trading? 

Two chief objects prompted 
these inquiries. One was to ascer-
tain what our Granges are really 
doing. The ottui-aim was to sug-
gest, perhaps, SOR e desirable feat-
ures that might i ksonably be ex-
pected to be found In a live, work-
ing Grange, in the belief that " we 
seldom improve when we have no 
model but ourselves to copy after." 

By comparison of ideals and 
actual methods, new ideas or new 
zeal may be kindled. I t may also 
be a matter of encouragement to 
some Granges to learn that, they 
have done more in one direction 
than others which excel them in 
another way. 

Eighteen replies were received 
to the 26 letters. From these it is 
found that two hold weekly meet-

ings, all the others, semi-monthly. 
The question of day or evening 
meetings is answered by an even 
division in their practices, half 
meeting in the evening. One, 
Grange alternates its meetings, one 
week evening and next week after-
noon. Another convenes in winter 
in the afternoon, in summer in the 
evening. 

Ten of these Granges own halls 
in whole or in part; six of them 
having a country location. 

Grange teachings all favor the 
owning of the property used by the 
Grange and experience clearly indi-
cates that prosperity is the better 
insured by financial independence. 
Note the report of Grand Traverse 
Grange in the " Postal Jottings" of 
the VISITOR for Dec. 1, as a splend-
id instance. Note, also, while 
speaking of that Grange, their ex-
cellent plan for assigning topics. 

The average attendance of the 
Granges chosen for examples is 30. 

Besides the usual routine, a wide 
range of interests is covered in the 
answers to the inquiries concerning 
work taken up. Every phase of 
farm work seems to have been 
treated. "Care of fruit and stock," 
"Use of Phosphates," "Obnoxious 
Weeds," " Seeds," " Potatoes— 
their growth and Care," " Cost of 
growing Grain," " Marketing Farm 
Produce," " Shall we hold Wheat 
for a Higher Price?" etc. Also 
topics of public interest: "Road 
imtktBg."-"Mail de l iver^ 'World ' s 
Fair, Trusts,'' ''"immigration,"*3 

" Taxation," "Tariff," "Freetrade," 
" Free Coinage of Silver," " Does 
Protection Protect the Farmer," 
etc. 

One Grange is taking steps 
toward the formation of a reading 
circle. One, only, reports consec-
utive work on one general topic. 
This is Coldwater, No. 137, which 
is spending its literary hour on 
"Early Colonial History," The 
program of the Coldwater Colum-
bian Day, published in the VISITOR 
of Oct. 15, was a ere lit to the noble 
sentiments in the Grange. I de-
sire to call the attention of the com-
mittee on Good of the Order to the 
opportunities open to Granges dur-
ing the coming winter for an in-
telligent and profitable study of our 
country's history and progress and 
ask that, so far as may be, topic 
outlines for programs be suggested. 
The course of " Home Reading," 
described in the VISITOR of Nov, 15 
as the Chautauqua Agricultural 
Course should have the careful con-
sideration of every Grange in the 
state, in its idea if not in its matter. 
The time is present when the farm-
er, his wife, his son and his daugh-
ter must study, and that throughout 
life. I t becomes us to seek out 
every method and adopt those best 
suited to our individual bents and 
circumstances. 

But one secretary reports that 
topics of the " farm and household" 
are discussed. Another names 
" Woman's Work in the Grange" 
and two others " Flowers." Farther 
than this the province of the wo-
man on the farm is not invaded, 
with the possible exception of 
', Poultry Raising." You will par-
don the criticism if I say that the 
Grange that discusses only "Trusts," 
"Protection," "Free trade," " Im-
migration" and such topics, is very 
likely to answer " No," when asked 
if it owns a hall, if its meetings are 
well attended, if its young people 
are interested, if it has a press cor-
respondent, and a " Woman's Work 
committee." Good subjects in their 
places, but the Grange that thrives 
is the one that considers the men-
tal palates of its old and young, its 
men and its women in making out 
its bills of fare. The dishes must 
be savory, varied and attractively 
served. 

The young people are active in 

s occupied your meet-

cussed? 
>ple take an interest? 
,>eople had an even-

and ar-

ten of these specimen Granges, four 
of them having special meeting 
set apart for them to manage the 
program. 

Eight report libraries, nearly all 
small and two consisting only of 
agricultural and horticultural re-
ports. Other books have been pur-
chased by contributions, fines, ap-
propriations from the treasury and 
entertainments. The VISITOR is 
making such tempting library offers 
now that even small Granges need 
not long be without the nucleus of 
a good collection of standard books. 

The twelfth question was strongly 
p u t . " I s t h e GRANGE VISITOR i i i 
every family f But all readers of 
our organ will bear witness it was 
none too strong. Five answered, 
" Yes," and one of them has two 
copies in each family. 

The next question brings out the 
report of five press correspondents, 
two of them inactive. An office 
urged upon the subordinate Granges 
of Michigan from time out of mem-
ory by the Masters of this State 
Grange! How far do we live be-
neath our privileges! Not polished 
rhetoric, not faultless penmanship, 
but facts,—the most convincing a^' 
persuasive of all missionaries in 
good cause,—these are what ever 
Grange may, if it will, furnish i 
Grange paper and its local press. 
If we take occasion to mention 
to the village editor that the 
Grange discussed such and such 
a subjeetth^week and next week 
it1A 
interest is created through his no-
tice of these facts among outsiders. 

The lo<5al press is a power. I ts 
editors want the news that you 
withhold. People can be reached 
by brief items in this way, into 
whose homes you are not invited 
and with whom ycu may never have 
spoken. 

A variety of song books is re-
ported: Five reporting the use of 
the latest, The Grange Melodies. 
One uses the Opening Ode cards. 

Evidently our choice of Granges 
was unfortunate, so far as the Wo-
man's Work committees are con-
cerned. One is active, one moder-
ately so. The rest inactive or none-
appointed. 

The replies to the questions rela-
tive to co-operative trading are 
mainly interesting as showing how 
far Michigan Granges have tended 
away from a sheer money value of 
membership. One had a small 
grocery in connection, others trade 
somewhat in one or two directions, 
such as selling wool,buyingmachine 
oil, binder twine, plaster, seeds, etc. 
One small Grange reports about 
$400 tradingin groceries and binder 
twine. A little special correspond-
ence discovers that Huron county 
Granges are availing themselves of 
co-operative buying to a considera-
ble extent, sending to Boston for 
boots and shoes, to Port Huron for 
harnesses and oil, to Lenawee Cov 
for plows, to Akron, Ohio, for oat-
meal and to Chicago for hardware 
and sundry other goods. 

Yet on every side we see eviden-
ces that the teachings of the Grange 
in co-operation have had least of all 
to do with buying and selling per-
ishable goods. More than all has 
its work been to change the watch-
word of " bread to brotherhood," 
as some one has happily said, which 
means the binding together of hard 
working, care-bent, isolated men 
and women into circles of social, 
keen-brained brothers and sisters. 
How true that, 
" Not from one metal alone the perfectest mirror 

is shapen. 
Not from one eolor is built the rainbow's aerial 

bridge. 
Instruments blending together yield the divined* 

of music. 
Oat of myriads of flowers sweetest of honey is 

drawn." 
Thanking you for the uniform 

courtesy and many kindnesses re-
ceived at your hands, this report is" 
respectfully submitted. 
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MEETINGS OF BREEDERS. 

Shorthorn Breeders' Association. 

Shorthorn cattle breeders met 
in the senate chamber. Called to 
order by President W. G. Boyden. 

President's address. 
Secretary reported expenses 

$425. 
Dr. Miles' address, as per pro-

gram, advocated breeding for a 
specific type. 

Discussion. Mr. Ball said the 
milking qualities were being talk-
ed of. He favored breeding for 
beef cattle. Asked Dr. Miles if he 
would breed for milk and beef. 

Dr. Miles replied that the most 
important thing was to so breed I 
that a uniform type is secured. 
Set up a type for yourself and 
breed for it. 

The secretary read a letter from 
F. Hart Smith, giving prices of 
gteers sold in Buffalo, netting 
$114.42 per head. 

Mr. Turner opened the discus-
sion on the type of Shorthorn best 
adapted to Michigan. 

We think cattle are low, but it 
would be easy to get a vote by a 
company of farmers that all farm 
products are too low. 

The character of the breeder is 
of great importance. 

Did not believe in the general 
purpose animal. Nearly all Shorthorns are good 
beef cattle. 

Mr. Stuart said a breeder needs 
as many types as there were buy-
ers, for all wanted a different type. 

Thought that certain families of 
Shorthorn bulls might be used to 
cross on dairy cows. 

Believed in cattle for special 
purposes. . 

The type now bred is all right; 
breed them the best we know; be-
lieve in them, and we shall find 
them adapted to the wants of 
Michigan. 

Mr. Wood said most Shorthorn | 
eows were good milkers. 

Mr. Ball would not concede that 
Shorthorns were unprofitable. He 
Would breed them for the same 
type that has m a d ^ ^ m famous— 

.̂IPAWIHAY" 
The best and most beef for the 
least money. Breed Shorthorns 
and breed them pure. Breed 
Shorthorns for beef; Jerseys for 
butter; Holsteins for milk. 

Dr. Mills did not believe in 
crossing breeds. 

Mr. Wood said Mr. Ball was 
mistaken in saying that Shorthorns 
were not bred for milk. The dairy 
herds of England are all Short-
horns. , 

Mr. Stevens, secretary ot the 
State World's Fair Commission, 

present, and asked to know 

amine sheep to be shown 
Columbian Exposition. 

On motion of Mr. Breck it was 
resolved that the committee be re-
quested to examine all sheep offer-
ed for exhibition and decide if 
they are eligible. 

The following officers were 
elected: President H. H. Hinds, 
Stanton; vice-president. John 
Lessiter, Cole; secretary and treas-
urer, Geo. E. Breck, Paw Paw; 
executive committee, L. S. Dun-
ham, Concord; C. E. Waldo, 
Grand Ledge; John Blake, Gales-
burg; John Abbott, Lapeer; H. 
W. Mumford, Moscow. 

at t he l THE BEST BR7 3D OF SHEEP FOR 
MUTTO 

GE V I S I T O R . JANUARY 1, 1893. 

AND WOOL. 

DOES THE STOCK BREEDER AND 
WOOL GROWER GET PRACTICAL 
BENEFIT FROM MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE GRANGE. 

H. H. HINDS. 

would be 

re-

was j, 
how many Shorthorns 
shown in Chicago. 

On motion, the officers were 
elected. 

On motion, adjourned. 
Members—H. H. Hinds, Wm. 

Ball, B. Peckham and son, John 
Lessiter, J . M. Turner W. E. 
Boyden, Wm. Gaffney, John Mc 
Kay. 
SHROPSHIRE BREEDERS' ASSO-

CIATION. 

President Hinds called to order 
December 21, 1892. The Presi-
dent said there are 200 breeders ot 
Shropshire sheep in Michigan 
One-fifth of the membership of 
the American Shropshire Associa-
tion belongs in Michigan. They 
have imported more than one-half 
of the Shropshires imported in 1892. 
The public sales in Michigan have 
m et with better prices than in any 
other state. So that the pros-
pects for breeders of Shropshires 
are very bright. 

Owing to political changes we 
are about to enter the markets of 
the world with our wool crop. 
Under these circumstances breed-
ers of Shropshires are in as good 
condition as breeders or growers 
of any breed or class of sheep. 

Shropshire rams make the best 
cross on the common flocks of the 
State increasing mutton and wool. 

Secretary Beck reported the fi-
nancial condition of the Associa-
tion. 

The question of exhibiting at 
the World's Fair was discussed. 

Mr. John Lessiter was selected, 
to be recommended to the State 
commissioner as State Superinten-
dent of sheep. 

T. A. Bixby, of South Haven, 
was added to the committee to ex-

The agriculture list of today is 
confronted with market conditions 
that have been gradually approach-
ing since the close of the war in 
1865. I t may may be fairly stated, 
in brief, that we have now reached 
the point of high tide in vast aggre-
gate agricultural productions. The 
general stock breeder is already in, 
and the American wool grower is 
about to enter the open markets of 
the world. Competition along 
these lines is simply intense. The 
careless, shiftless, expensive pro-
ducer is no longer in it. None but 
the most perfect and accurate agri-
cultural implement can be longer 
employed. The cost of production 
must be materially lessened, in 
order that the agricultural product 
can be sold in the over-supplied 
markets for a compensating price 
to the producer. For instance the 
Secretary of State for this common-
wealth has on former occasions 
shown by compiled statistics the 
average cost of producing a bushel 
of wheat in Michigan. Wheat is a 
leading farm crop of our State and 
yet the market price of that cereal 
has actually fallen below the aver-
age cost of production, if the statis-
tics are reliable. I t is at once ap-
parent that the only wheat grower 
that is winning in that line is he 
who grows the maximum number 
of bushels to the acre at the mini-

U ^ i P t h o u g i i t ^ l a r f ^ r f ' ' ^ h a f l s 
true of wheat is true of our other 
general agricultural products, and. 
is particularly true of our live stock 
industries. The only successful 
stock breeders and wool growers ot 
the present times are men and 
worsen endowed by nature with a 
fair amount of old-fashioned horse 
sense, and who make their business 
a matter of the most careful thought 
and study, and who run it steadily 
and constantly and who do not let 
it run itself at all. These people 
are all in school and their lessons 
are learned from their own ex-
perience and the experience of 
others. They are careful readers 
and good listeners, and when they 
have learned something beneficial 
in their calling they cheerfully im-
part it to others. They buy and 
read the daily papers. They are 

¡patrons and students of the best 
[agricultural and stock breeding 
| publications of the times. They 
are paying members, or should be, 
of the County, State, and National 
Associations representing their 
breeds of stock. They attend their 
annual meetings and participate in 
their regular discussions. In fact 
they let no good opportunity for 
acquiring a better knowledge of 
their business pass unimproved. 
Among the many schools whose 
doors stand ajar for the stock 
breeder and wool grower and the 
adult members of his family is the 
Grange. The chances of his ac-
quiring slothful, intemperate, and 
neglectful habits, or loosing interest 
in his calling from frequent attend-
ance at its meetings are infinitesimal, 
while the probability of his imbib-
ing knowledge, love and ability to 
better pursue his calling are monu-
mental. What the Stock Breeder 
and Wool Grower needs is the best 
education possible along the lines 
running parallel to his calling. He 
is not a calamity howler in any 
sense of the term. If he is not al-
ready a member of the Grange, he 
should join at the first favorable 
opportunity. 

Head at the meeting«' 
Live Stock, at L,afcnj- Dec. 20, by Thomas 
Wyckoff, Davisbn» Mich. 
This sub jec t^ one that every 

breeder of shepp is interested in. 
All sheep are b jth mutton and wool 
sheep. All si ep should be mut-
ton sheep, for 1 ie legitimate end of 
all sheep is th block, as the legit-
imate end of a5 cattle is beef. I t 
is my opinio^ that all breeds of 
sheep to be pnfrtable in the highest 
degree, must lb a mutton breed, in 
our climate aiil state. The sheep 
that is very p)f>fitable in Michigan 
may not "be1 so on the range. 
American M<"no breeders make 
wool the end s»ught, not mutton, as 
to quantity, f«r some well known 
breeders have/Sought to produce 
the most wool possible, from the 
least weight ofenimal. They make 
the wool busiiess pay too. The 
Southdown feeders claim to have 
the best qualiy of mutton, and to 
produce sheep for mutton exclus-
ively, and the7 make it profitable. 
The Shropshie men have a sheep 
that they clam is profitable for 
both mutton aid wool. I t is larger 
than the Sout down and has a very 
good fleece ofcoarse wool. They 
g u u u l i o v v y , • 
make it pay Joth ways. .But the 
Shropshire ian England a mutton 
sheep. I <w n ° t hear the claim 
when I was tfere, that they are a 
wool sheep—t»t in Michigan they 
shear a good tece , ... , 

The breeds8 Kambouillet 
Merinos, clay/to have a sheep as 
large as thefhropshire that will 
shear more afcured wool than the 
American Mtjno of equal quality, 
that it will » t en at any age as 
readily as thlfouthdown, and pro-

~ pro rata to feed con-
> English breeds, in 
and that for breed-

coupling 
equal 

duce more fl 
sumed than 
the same tim 
ing early lad?s, or for 
with grade Mjrino ewes. 

V ° 1 ' P is 

GALLOWAY CATTLE BREEDERS 
ASSOCIATION. 

to the Siirojdhire for lambs for 
feeding. j , 

The breedrs of the Dishley 
Merinos, a hied formed by cross-
ing the Bamofuillet on Shropshire 
ewes, claim tcfaave the best sheep 
in existence f r mutton and wool, 
but my observtion places them of 
less value for ool than the Kam-
bouillet, but,- saw lambs at six 
months weisAkiO pounds. 

comparison of values lies between 
the Shropshire and the RambouiU 
let, as to mutton, as to quality and 
quantity, as to value for crossing on 
other breeds, as to mutton and wool, 
as to nutritive capability, and as to 
cash value of wool. As to mutton, 
I am not able to find any dif ere ace 
between the breeds as to qtality or 
quantity. Both breeds show well 
marked quarters of equal weight 
on the block. Both claim the same 
per cent of dressed meat to live 
weight. I have seen both hang 
side by side in the Christmas mark-
et, and I could not designate one 
from the other only by the bone. 

As to crossing on other breeds 
the Shropshire has done more in 
the last ten years to fill the farm-
er's pockets with the needful than 
any other breed—and in my opin-
ion than all other breeds combined. 

But since the Kambouillet breed 
has started in this direction I have 
not heard of a single complaint, 
and nearly every breeder will not 
sell for mutton, but persists in 
keeping his lambs for wool because 
there is so much more money in 
them for that purpose than the 
grade Merinos. There will soon be 
some of the finest flocks of breed-
ing ewes ever seen in the state, by 
enterprising young men who are 
building up flocks with the Ram-
bouillet breed, These will take the 
places of the olid worn out flocks of 
grade Merinj) ewes. I have seen 
lambs at six months weigh 100 
pounds of the dross of Rambouillet 
ram on Shropshire ewes. 

I will speik' of one experiment 
made in Ionia bounty by Mr. Ham-
ilton. He made a cross of a Shrop-
shire ram on 50 grade Merino ewes. 
At the samifime he united the two 
ties of blo!?I a Rambouillet Merino 
ram and ^,{cle Merino ewes; same 
number, and in every respect equal 
in all conditions and fed the same. 
At the time the lambs were twelve 
months old they were accurately 
weighed, fifty of each, and the Ram-
bouillet lambs weighed twelve 
pounds more than the Shropshires, 
and the lambs were wide apart as 
to wool value too; at least 20 per 
cent in favor of the Rambouillet. 

shires, that the Merinos ate $11.00 
worth of feed in a given time, and 
the Shropshires ate $10.00 worth. 
The Merinos gained 21 per cent 
while the Shropshires only gained 
ten per cent. 

Mons. Beuvardin's report in 
France finds the Rambouillet 
Merinos to gain 20 per cent more 
than any other breed, which is, I 
think, more reasonable than the 
Iowa report of fifty per cent for 
American Merinos. 

I t is conceded everywhere, that 
either breed of Merino sheep has 
a higher degree of nutritive capa-
bility than any other breeds. The 
gain in wool of Rambouillet Mer-
inos is reported at ten per cent over 
the Shropshires in'Beuvardin's re-
port at Rambouillet. 

As to cash value of wool, the 
Iowa experiment station says, "the 
Merinos gave $3.00 per head while 
the Shropshires gave but $2.62 per 
head," which comes nearer together 
than the Rambouillet Merinos I 
have compared to the imported 
Shropshires. I find the difference 
to be 30 per cent in favor of the 
Rambouillet Merino of wool in the 
green. 

As to scoured wool the Shrop-
shire gives 40 to 45 per cent, while 
the Rambouillet gives 45 to 55 per 
per cent, or seven and one-half per 
cent the most. 

The Rambouillets are bred to as 
great a weight as the Shropshires 
as I have seen rams weighed in 
breeding condition at 300, 302,325 
pounds, and ewes that would aver-
age 170 pounds by the hundred, 
some weighing over 200 pounds. 

The average priceof scoured wool 
is quite an item. Rambouillet wool 
scoured is worth now 60 cents, and 
Shropshire wool scoured is 42^ 
cents. 

TO RECAPITULATE. 
The Rambouillet and Shropshire 

are of equal value as to mutton, as 
to quality and as to quantity. As 
to wool by the fleece the Rambouil-
let exceeds the Shropshire by 20 
per cent in weight-

As to scoured wool the Rambouil-
let exceeds the Shropshire by 
per cent. 

As to cash proceeds of wool 30 
per cent. 

As to twin lambs equal. 

cent in favor of the Rambouillet 
Merinos, pro rata as to food con-
sumed and mutton and wool pro-
duced. 

As to precocity, early maturity 
and fattening qualities equal. 

As to longevity and vigor 50 per 
cent in favor of the Rambouillet. 

With these figures before you I 
leave you to judge for yourselves 
as between the two breeds, as to 
which is the better breed for mut-
ton and wool, and I leave these 
figures to the consideration of 
American Merino breeders who 
claim that the Rambouillet Merino 
breed, after being bred one h undred 
years to make the best mutton and 
wool sheep in the world is a fail-

resolution of the Van Buren coun-
ty stock breeders, asking the 
approval of a bill to be presented 
to the legislature, providing for 
inspection and licensing of stal-
lions kept for service. A commit-
tee was appointed to report on this, 
and on their recommendation it 
was laid on the table. 

Prqf. Harwood of the Agricult-
ural Sollege, spoke on " General 
purpos<Wttle." There is a mis-
understanding of the term general 
purpose. I t is not meant to in-
clude a " littlte of everything," but 
specially for general use. The far-
mer is a general purpose man. In 
Michigan he needs general purpose 
cattle. Asked what he] considered 
general purpose cattle, 'said: "The 
Holstein-Friesian of milk-beef 
form; the Brown Swiss, dairy 
Shorthorn, and dairy Red Polled. 

Mr. Ball spoke of live stock at 
the World's Fair. 

Hon. J . J . Woodman of the 
State Commission, spoke of the 
importance of an exhibit from 
Michigan. There is no money 
available in the hands of the com-
mission. I t was proposed to ask 
the legislature for farther appro-
priation. 

Secretary Stevens of the Com 
mission wished an expression from 
the association of the amount 
needed. A committee consisting 
of Geo. E. Breck, A. A. Wood, H. 
C. Farnum, L. W. Barnes, and W. 
E. Boyden, were appointed to con-
sider the subject, and reported in 
favor of asking for $14,850 to aid 
in making a live stock exhibit at 
World's Fair. 

Edwin Phelps of Pontiac, read a 
paper on beef cattle for Michigan. 
" There is not much difference be-
tween several breeds for beef pur-
poses. No breed has a monopoly. 
Cross-bred cattle are frequently 
the very best beef animals." His 
favorite breed was a well fed 
animal. " Good feed and care 
produce fat animals." 

Dr. W. J. Beal spoke of grasses. 
" I n manufacturing much profit 
comes from small savings," inti-
mating that farmers do not always 
practice that. Grasses may be 
bred so as to improve them as well 
as stock. He urged its importance 
and showed improvements he had 

) 

ure, when"the rams weigh 250 to 
300 pounds at maturity and ewes 
150 to 200 pounds shearinsr from 

_ _ jp|_ t ie nun 
ma^e with different varieties* Jt 

Mr. John Lessiter saidThe pfac 
ticed heavy seeding with a variety 
of grasses. Liked orchard grass 

F. B. Mumford of Agricultura 
college, read a paper, " Some sug 
gestive experiments in sheep feed-
ing," which we shall publish. He 
favored roots for sheep. 

Mr. Phelps knew of a flock of 
breeding ewe3, fed on roots, which 
lost their lambs; the next year fed 
on grain raised thein lambs. Sev-
eral members had fed ewes roots 
with no bad results. 

Mr. Geo. E. Breck read a paper 
on sheep for mutton and wool. 
Wool growing is no longer profit-
able. Mutton and wool combined 
make sheep profitable. The Shrop-
shire is the id^.al mutton and wool 
breed. 

H. A. Daniels read a paper on lOU to Z\AJ uuuuua Olioaamg — " , . , 
15 to 22 pounds for the former and the same subject, favoring the 
^s-v. -* 1 C AT« j F a FI»"T R N T.inr»rvlna TAT TNFTTI 1111711086 . 

President, R. G. Hart, Lapeer; 
vice-president, R. B. Caruss, St. 
Johns; secretary and treasurer, 
Thos. Wycoff, Lainsburg. 

AS TO NUTBITIVE CAPABILITY 
I find in December report of Iowa 
experiment station, comparing the 
American Merino with the, Shrop-

10 to 15 pounds for the latter with 
fifty per cent scoured wool. 

Breeders of Improved Stock. 

The Association of Breeders of 
Improved Stock met Dec. 20. 

The attendance was fair, but not 
what it should be in a state like 
Michigan. 

President Ball did not prepare 
an address. He called attention 
to the object of this association 
which is to increase the interest 
in improved breeds of live stock. 
All farmers raise stock and only 
good stock pays. The scrub must 
go. ' He also spoke of the import-
ance of a live stock exhibit at the 
World's Fair, very little prepara-
tion having been made in that 
direction. 

Dr. Grange of the Agricultural 
college, spoke on " Special confor-
mation of different classes of 
horses." To keep pace with other 
means of transportation we mustj 
improve that by horses. 1st. Im-
prove the vehicles. The pneumatic 
sulky has reduced the trotting rec-
ord considerably. 2d. Improve 
the roads. 3d. Improve the 
animal. A horse should be well 
trained. He can do more and bet-
ter work. He must have beauty 
of form, and endurance; and of a 
form adapted to the use designed. 
Dr. Grange gave a minute descrip-
tion of the conformation of a per-
fect horse 

ArJsior M Hayden presented a 

Lin coins for that purpose. 
Thos. Wyckoff also read a paper 

giving figures to show that the 
Rambouillet Merino is the super-
lative breed for that use. 

L. W. Barnes read a paper on 
" The best breed of swine for 
Michigan, and the comparative 
importance of swine breeding." 
The Poland China is his ideal, and 
he thinks swine breeding has many 
advantages in quick returns and 
the consumption of many waste 
products. 

Officers were elected as follows; 
President, Geo. E. Breck, Paw 

Paw. 
"Vice President, W. E . Boyden, 

Delhi Mills. 
Secretary, I . H. Butterfield, 

Lapeer. 
Treasurer, Homer A. Flint, De-

troit. 
Directors, C. F. Moore, St. 

Clair; J . C. Sharp, Jackson; Geo. 
W. Stuart, Grand Blanc. Merino Breeders. 

Officers elected were: President, 
G. W. Stuart; Secretary, E. N. 
Ball; Treasurer, J . E. Smith. 

Committee on exhibiting wool at 
Chicago: H. R. Dewey, A. A. 
Wood, Wm. Radford. This was 
made a standing committee, wit 
power to act. 

A committee of three was ap 
pointed to select 100 sheep for 
exhibiting at the World's Fair 
consisting of Wm. Ball, A. A. 
Wood, Geo. W. Stuart. 


