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Fie ld and S t o c k . 
TARIFF VS. WOOL GROWER. 

E D I T O B G B A N G E V I S I T O B — I N r e -
plying to your question, "Do you an-
ticipate any abrupt tariff legislation 
as concerns wool?" will say that 
I do not believe any tariff legisla-
tion as affecting wool will take place 
during the life of the present con-
gress. 

To the second question, " What 
do you think probably will be the 
policy pursued?" will add that it 
will take a better guesser than my-
self to predict with any degree of 
certainty what the policy of the 
party soon to come into power 
will be. If it carries out the 
pledges made in the platform 
adopted in Chicago at its national 
convention, the McKinley bill 
which gives adequate protection to 
the growing of American wool, will 
be repealed among the first of its 
legislative acts and wool will be 
placed on the free list. If the let-
ter of acceptance of the President-
elect, were to be considered the 
basis of future legislation, I would 
think wool would still be protected 
were it not for the fact that Mr. 
Cleveland is on record as strongly 
favoring the abolition of the tariff 
on wool grown in this country. In 
either case, I do not see how the 
Democratic party can do differently 
than to take off the protection now 
afforded the wool grower and keep 
its pledges and live up to its tra-
ditions. 

To the third question, " Under 
such probablities what would you 
advise wool growers to do?" I 
would advise wool growers not to 
abandon the business, but wait and 
see how a different policy, a policy 
of free trade, will work. It has 
been proclaimed from the forum 
and published in the press that 
under free trade, wool would be 
higher than when, as now, the 
article is protected. If such a 
theory proves correct the wool 
grower who sticks to his flock will 
receive a benefit. Should the theory 
by actual test, prove delusive, the 
American wool grower will demand 
in no uncertain tones a restoration 
of protective duties on wool. In 
either case I think it a wise policy 
to wait and not sacrifice so impor-
tant an industry as wool growing 
until compelled by the importations 
of cheap foreign free wool. 

To the fourth question, "Would 
you advise any different policy for 
any man who owns and shears 
sheep?" In answering this ques-
tion my advice would be that wool 
growers improve their flocks by 
proper breeding and liberal feed-
ing, so that flocks which now 
shear from ten to twelve pounds 
per head of unwashed wool shall 
shear twenty-five per cent ad-
ditional amount and that the cost 
of the production per pound be 
cheapened. * This can be done if 
the same skill and thought is given 
to the business as is given to any 
prosperous and well managed en-
terprise. 

I would further advise those 
flock masters who have established 
valuable flocks of thoroughbred 
Merinos or Merino grades to keep 
right along the same line of work 
1;hat has made their flocks valuable 
rather than to follow the teachings 
of those who would breed a class 
of nondescripts that have no special 
value in any direction. 

Time alone can tell with cer-
tainty what the probable change in 
the future policy of protection or 
free trade will bring about. One 
thing is sure; no shrewd business 
man will abandon an important 
interest on assumption or theory. 
Let us wait and see what will be 
the result before we sacrifice our 
business which has become so near 
to our wishes and desires. 

W M . B A L L . 

ANOTHER GROWER SPEAKS. 

E D I T O B G B A N G E V I S I T O B — I n 
answer to your inquiry asking my 
idea in regard to tariff legislation 
affecting wool, will say that I do 
not think an extra session of Cong-
ress will be called, but at the very 
first opportunity an effort will be 
made to revise the tariff, and " wool 
will be one of the first articles to 
be placed on the free list." As the 
coming administration was placed 
in power with the above promise in 
in its platform, and with a ma-
jority in both houses, a president 
who has advised in his message to 
give the people free wool, I do not 
see how they can avoid fulfilling 

their promises to the people who 
were in the majority. 

As to my advice to wool growers 
under existing probabilities, I 
hardly know what to say to breed-
ers of pure wool bearing flocks, as 
I am one of their number and do 
not know what is the best method 
to pursue myself. 

Let us study the prospect for the 
future and see with what we will 
have to contend that we may be 
better able to decide our future 
course. 

I think any lower rate of duty on 
wool would be very injurious, and 
free wool means decided ruin to 
that industry, which would prove 
a great blow to agriculture in the 
United States. I will give some of 
the reasons for this expression. 
The greatest is—we cannot com-
pete with our principal competitor, 
Australia, in growing cheap wool. 
Many of your readers may not know 
why. Perhaps I cannot tell them 
in a better way than to give excerpts 
from a statement made before the 

I Ways and Means committee Jan. 2, 
11890, by E. N. Bissell of Shoreham, 
Vt. Mr. Bissell has been to Aus-
tralia several times in the past few 
years with Merino sheep bought in 
Vermont,' New York and Michi-
gan. They were taken there and 
sold to wool growers for crossing 
on their flocks, which improved 
them by increasing the weight of 
fleece without impairing the qual-
ity of their wool. He received a 
good deal of information about their 
principal industry (that of wool 
growing), from Mr. Samuel Mc-
Caughey, a prominent wool grower 
of Coonoug, Urania, New South 
Wales, who visited Vermont in 1887 
and 1888, and purchased sheep to 
ship to Australia. His home farm 
is 400 miles from Sidney. He 
owns 1,200,000 sheep which graze 
on 3,500,000 acres of land, 2,000,-
000 of which he owns, and 1,500,-
000 he rents of the government at 
two cents per acre, the lease run-
ning in some instances 35 years 
and all permanent improvements 
made by him, such as fencing, is 
paid for by the government. He 
estimates that it takes three acres 
of land to keep a sheep one year, 
as they have no frost or snow dur-
ing the jear they feed no hay or 
grain, and his farm being fenced in 
fields containing 1,000 to 2,000 acres 
with salt plants he requires no 
shepherd to herd his flocks. He 
often hires others to keep sheep 
for him and pays nine cents per 
head, for one year. At this price 
the person keeping them clears 
three cents per head, as the rent of 
enough land to keep them only 
costs six cents per head. Mr. Mc-
Caughey's sheep shear on an aver-
age five pounds per head, and it 
costs him two cents a head to get 
them shorn. They are not partic-
ular about getting them shorn close 
and smooth, as they say what they 
do not get this year they will get 
next. The freight from Coonong 
to Sydney is one-half cent per 
pound, and from Sydney to New 
York or Boston by sailing vessel 
is one cent per pound. The total 
cost of growing and transporting 
his wool to our markets would not 
exceed five cents per pound, and 
the increase in his flock most cer-
tainly ought to pay good interest 
on the money invested. 

The theory that our fine wool 
would bring as good prices if placed 
on the free list and in competition 
with foreign wools with the above 
facts staring us in the face I can-
not believe. I would as soon think 
that if I had a ten acre lot pastur-
ing about all the Merino sheep that 
would thrive and do well on it, " I 
could improve the pasture by open-
ing the gates and letting in my 
neighbors Shropshires." The mixt-
ure of the manure would make the 
grass grow better. 

There is only one condition that 
1 can think of that would make the 
price of Merino fleece as high with 
wool on the free list—that is when 
the American Merino became as 
scarce as buffalo, and foreign fine 
wool growers had it all in their 
own hands. It will not take maDy 
years of free wool to bring this con-
dition in the older states. The 
politicians can say truthfully to us 
breeders then that "You should 
have stuck to your flocks. I told 
you wool would bring as good 
prices under free wool as with a 
protective tariff." But at what a 
loss to the agricultural interest! 

If unfriendly legislation compels 
us to give up or abandon what has 
been a life work of many (that is, 
to develop a breed of sheep that 
cannot be improved by crossing 

| with the same purpose sheep from 
! any other nation), we shall have to 
resort to the mutton breeds which 

| may cause overproduction making 
that also unprofitable. 

Our western sister states have 
j driven us out of the cattle business 
I (nearly), by their cheap and free 
j use of government land, and now if 
I we are compelled to abandon sheep 
| breeding in the older States, the 
condition of our farms and farmers 

! would become deplorable, as we 
could not keep up the fertility of 
our soil without stock, especially 
where a catch of clover cannot be 

I relied on. 
Every agitation of the tariff has 

j had a bad influence on wools, es-
l pecially fine wool, and since the late 
election stud flocks in this vicinity 

i have been offered for sale at about 
ten per cent of the value of the 

¡original flocks in 1883. What a 
severe blow this' industry has re-
ceived already. The next query is, 
How are the wool growers to be 
compensated? If they have to sell 
the products of their labor in com-
petition with the world will they be 
allowed the privilege of buying 
there? If not, and they are com-
pelled to sell free wool and and buy 
protected goods, - every farmer and 
wool grower will become an orator 
and stump speaker before another 
presidential election. 

As to my advice to those having 
the mutton breeds, under the pres-
ent probabilities, I say continue in 
their line, and to those having grade 
fine wools I would use upon them 
a pure bred Shropshire ram. Cir-
cumstances in the future would de-
cide me as to keeping the female 
offspring with the intention of turn-
ing them into a mutton producing 
flock. 

To the breeders of pure bred 
American Merinps I would advise 
them to do as I intend doing my-
self, viz: Try to make them better, 
or at least keep. them as good as 
they are (a sheep producing the 
most, best, and strongest clothing 
wool of any sheep on earth), until 
legislation says I have in all these 
years only produced a little raw 
material. i 

I fear in answering your ques-
tions for publication I have intrud-
e d on your, vat^ble space, but I 
have been honest in my expressions, 
and have given them from the 
standpoint of a farmer, wool 
grower and wool dealer. 

I forward you a sample of wool 
that I obtained from a Philadel-
phia firm that was recently bought 
in London for 28 cents per pound. 
Can any person who has any knowl-
edge of the cost of growing wool 
think for a moment that we can 
deliver our fine wool in eastern 
markets in this condition for 28 
cents per pound with importing 
freight added? 

Yours truly, 
P . V O O B H E I S , J B . 

discover, that so many people are 
disgusted with the use of the ap-
propriation already made for ex-
penses and salaries, and so little of 
it is going to find its way into the 
expense and premium account of 
those who make exhibits, that we 
feel like fighting shy of them less 
in addition to what they will draw 
from the state, they will also bring 
in a bill against us. The live stock 
interests in this state are very large, 
and in my opinion they have not 
received proper recognition and 
encouragement as was intended, 
from the committees appointed for 
that purpose. It is all red tape 
and no practical results. 

For myself, I shall exhibit Shrop-
shires prepared to show against the 
world, but there are many whose 
flocks I would like to see repre-
sented who would be glad to ex-
hibit were the competition confined 
to those from this state, but when 
they come in this special breed of 
stock to show against the oldest 
and most successful breeding and 
show flocks of England, they are 
frightened out, and unless some,ar-
rangement for premiums is made 
for competition among the exhib-
its from Michigan alone, but few 
flocks will be represented. What 
is true of Shropshires is doubtless 
true of all other English mutton 
breeds of sheep, and many other 
kinds of stock. 

Stock men are well informed as 
to what the rules and requirements 
of the Exposition are, and there is 
no more need of the intervention 
of a state soliciting committee, with 
a class of men as intelligent as the 
stock men in this state are, than 
there is for a soliciting committee 
in every county for exhibits for the 
state fair. Let the state put up 
the money with the proper author-
ities at Chicago, and the stock men 
will see that the exhibits are there. 
Each exhibitor should be left to 
pay his own freight and feed bills, 
and take his chances at the pre-
miums offered, and with such pre-
miums as could be paid out of a 
$10,000 fund for live stock exhibits 
from this state, they will do it. 
Hang up the premiums that are 
worthy of competition, and each of 
the state associations representing 
the different breeds of improved 
live stock, will see that, under the 
rules of the Exposition, a commit-
tee is appointed to examine the 
stock proposed to be exhibited and 
pass upon its merits before being 
sent to Chicago, without expense 
to the state or Exposition. 

Yours truly, 
G E O . E . B B E C K . 

price. It is very little use to 
quarrel with the demands of the 
market, it is easier and more profit-
able to grow what the market de-
mands, and he who keeps nearest 
to it will obtain the best prices. 

Early maturity is an essential 
element of success. Quick returns 
are a source of profit. A glance at 

I the general character of the live 
stock of the state will show that 
this feature is very much neglected. 

I From a business point it is very 
essential. « 

It is not proposed to point out in 
detail the methods to be employed 
in growing more feed for stock or 
better feed or the many improve-
ments in handling that are known 
to our best stockmen. These things 
will be taught and talked of by 
practical menjat the breeders' meet-
ings next week and all of your 
readers who are interested in live 
stock will find it profitable to 
attend. 

STOCK AT THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

E D I T O B G B A N G E V I S I T O B — R e -
plying to your question, " What 
can be done to insure a good show 
of Michigan stock at the World's 
Fair?" In the first place it will be 
necessary that an appropriation be 
made from the fund of the commis-
sion already appointed, or that a 
special appropriation be made by 
the incoming legislature for this 
special purpose. The stock inter-
ests have not been treated gener-
erously so far, to say the least. In 
my opinion an appropriation of 
$10,000 should be made by the 
coming legislature to be divided,— 
$3,000 for horses, $3,000 for cattle, 
$2,000 for sheep and $2,000 for 
hogs, and that these premiums be 
paid through the superintendents 
and committees already established 
by the World's Columbian Ex-
position; that the entire judging of 
the stock be done through the es-
tablished committees of the Expo-
sition without any commission or 
committees from this state to "work 
up" exhibits or draw salaries and 
expenses from the fund. These 
cash premiums divided in the same 
ratio and for the same classes as 
are now provided for by the Expo-
sition would insure an exhibit of 
stock at the Fair. So far I believe 
the commission from this state and 
the committees constitute one big 
farce. Few who contemplate an 
exhibit of stock have applied to 
them for information or have been 
influenced in making up their 
minds to exhibit through anything 
that any of the committees have 
have done. For me I am sure this 
is the case. It is the general op n-
ion, so far as I have been able to 

PROFIT FROM STOCK GROWING. 

Successful farming in Michigan 
requires that stock be grown and 
kept on the farm. Grain and hay 
cannot be grown and sold for any 
length of time from the farm with-
out reducing its fertility, unless 
commercial fertilizers are used, and 
it is doubtful if this would supply 
all the waste, even if it were not 
too costly for the crops usually 
grown. 

Aside from this there is so much 
grown on every farm that cannot 
be sold at all except by being fed 
to stock and making a return rather 
than a loss. 

Aside, then, from stock growing 
as a business all farms should have 
more or less of all kinds of stock, 
and a leading question is how to 
make it profitable. Stock growing, 
if profitable at all, must be under 
one of two conditions; cheap land 
with nominal care may make a 
profit even if prices are low, but 
this is forbidden in this state be-
cause the land is not to be had, and 
because our climate enforces much 
care and attention. More costly 
land demands better stock and of 
course better prices. 

Although our farmers are doing 
some good work in this line it will 
not be questioned that in the main 
the economics of stock fading are 
not generally practiced, if they are 
known. The question is not entire-
ly how to grow the best, but the 
cheapest way to grow it to the best 
condition to sell. It is a question 
of the economy of good breeds, of 
good feed with the least expenses 
of attendance. As the farmer can-
not individually regulate the price, 
he must confine his energy to eco-
nomical production. First, the best 
stock must be used, this does not 
mean the highest priced pure bred 
stock for all, but that class that 
shall grow the most for food con-
sumed, that shall come to maturity 
the soonest, and when matured 
shall be the kind that brings a good 

STOCK MEETINGS. 

The following are programs of 
some of the stock meetings to be 
held in Lansing next week: 

S H B O P S H I B E B B E E D E B S ' ASSOCIATION. 

Wednesday, Dec. 21st, lOo'clock, 
minutes and report of treasurer. 

Eleven o'clock, President's ad-
dress—Hon. H. H. Hinds, Stanton. 

Two o'clock, Paper—" Succulent 
Food for Shropshires in Winter," 
F. B. Mumford, Agricultural Col-
lege. 

Paper—" The Mutton Type," 
Prof. E. Davenport, Woodland. 

Paper—" The Kind of Feeding," 
John Lessiter, Cole. 

Paper—"The Effect of the 
change of Tariff Laws on the Sheep 
Interests." 

Reports of committees, election 
of officers, unfinished business. 

GEO. E. B B E C K , Secretary. 

SWINE B B E E D E B S ' ASSOCIATION. 

Wednesday, Dec. 21, 1892, Re-
ports and President's Address. 

Paper—" Winter Care and Man-
agement of Swine," A. H. Warren, 
Ovid. Discussion led by L. W. 
Bray, St. Johns. 

Paper—" What I have learned 
as an Exhibitor at Fairs," H. W. 
Riley, Greenville. Discussion led 
by M. H. Walworth, Hillsdale. 

Paper—"The Coming Hog," J. 
H. Banghart, Lansing. Discussion 
led by W. O. Wilson, Okemos. 

Election of Officers. 
G E O . H . M C I N T Y B E , 

Iosco, Mich. Secretary. 

MERINO B R E E D E R S ' ASSOCIATION. 

Tuesday, Dec. 20, 7 P. M., Presi-
dent's Address. Minutes. 

Paper—" The Relation of Silage 
to Merino Sheep," Jerry Spauld-
ing," Ionia. 

Wednesday, Dec. 21,9 A. M., Re-
ports, Elections, etc. 

Paper—" Wool Interests," J. J -

Woodman, Paw Paw. 
Tuesday, 1:30 p. M., " The Re-

lation of the Wool Buyer to the 
Breeder of Merino Sheep," Chas. 
Fanner, Ovid. 

Paper—" Merinos, and their Pos-
sibilities by Crossing with other 
Breeds," J. P. Ray, New York. 

Question Box, conducted by 
Peter Voorheis, Pontiac. 

Reduced rates at Hotel Downey. 
E. N. B A L L , Secretary. 

DAIRÏ NOTES. 

One advantage in dairying is that 
it gives time for other kinds of 
farm work, such as pig and chicken 
raising, small fruit growing etc., 
for they can be looked after while 
the cows are attending to business 
in the pasture or at the feeding 
rack. 

Dairying and stock breeding are 
each full of subtle problems. It is 
only the ignorant man who thinks 
that he knows about all that is 
worth knowing. The scientist anc| 
expert find out a good deal, but the 
most important thing they find is 
that a vast deal more is to be learn-
ed, and that more and more intri-
cate problems are constantly com-
ing to the front. 

Skill is but another name for 
knowledge. The successful butter-
maker must have a thorough knowl 
edge, not only of the mechanical 
part, but of the scientific principles 
of butter making. • 

Do not judge cream always by 
its condition; sometimes sour cream 
is not ripe cream. Sudden atmos-
pheric changes will not only sour 
milk, but cream also. 


