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“THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN THE FA RM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.”

WHOLE NO. 00,

SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT NATION-
AL BANKS.

The Funection of Government is to
Prevent Injustice to its Citizens,

D. STRANGE.

I once had occasion to make a
payment in New York. I had the
money on deposit in a bank here.
I could easily write my check
which is known to be good here
and mail it to my creditor, but I
am not known in New York. neith-
eris my local banker, except to his
special correspondent. If I send
my check it will not be accepted
there until after the delay and ex-
pense of its collection. Instead of
sending my check, then, I purchase
a New York draft of my banker.
I find it to be simply his check on
a New York bank. Now, my check
was just as good as his, perhaps
better, for I had the gold on de-
posit to pay it, and I don’t know
that he had such deposit in New
York: but I gladly pay him a dif-
ference to obtain his check to re-
mit. Is not this a perfectly legit-
imate business for the banker? If
he maintains a credit in New York

so that his checks or drafts are|

everywhere current, is not that

fact worth something to his pat-|
If he thus provides one of |

rons?
the cheapest and best ways for me
to send payment to New York
should it not be my privilege to
patronize him? So long as all the
parties to the transaction are satis-

government prohibits any man or
corporation from issuing notes in
the form of money for general cir-
culation until they first deposit
with the U. S. Treasurer their
property in amount sufficient to
cover or redeem every note they

may issue. To make sure that
they shall never issue a dollar
more than is thus secured the

government furnishes the blank
notes which the president and
cashier may fill out and sign and
issue. Is not that all there is of
truth in the world of nonsense we
hear about the government giving
national banks their money? Is it
not the right of every man to issue
his notes if he please? And when
government has thus provided for
absolute security to every holder
of a note having the general form
and appearance of current money,
has it not performed its full duty
in preventing injustice to its citi-
zens by the issue of questionable
currency ?

Of course the U. S. Treasurer
cannot receive all kinds of perish-
able property and care for it and
hold it as security against these
notes, but there is a form of property

‘or inconvenience that is govern-
ment bonds. If they draw inter-
est that is a necessity, so far as the
‘governnent is concerned, and is
'not objected to by their owners,

'and in this they do not differ from |

' many other forms of capital often
| owned, held or deposited as securi-

fied, have other people or the gov- |ty for various purposes.

ernment any right to meddle any |

There is no monopoly in the

more than they have to interfere business; any five men possessing
with my business if I offer to sell a  sufficient capital to start a bank
cow? If the banker sells spurious | can purchase the bonds, secureija

drafts the case is far different.

r . | . . |
Was it not a perfectly analogous | they issue their notes they must
case when, years ago, my father have sufficient capital and business |

‘charter and begin. Of course if

had to buy a horse for which he ability to care fer them or they

was not ready to pay? He offered | will be forced into liquidation and |
The seller | their notes are redeemed by the

his note in payment.

knew it was perfectly good, but it government and any profit from

was not current.

but to the

My father took his note, went to!government.

the bank and got the money—so|
he called it—but it proved to be |interest?

only the banker’s notes.
were no better than my father’s

But do they not draw doubte
Interest upon the

They | bonds and interest upon their cir-

}culation? Granted, if you choose

note—not so good, perhaps, for|to stateit that way. But who pays

they drew no interest, while his|this double interest?

The bonds

did—still, he paid a difference to | represent the indebtedness of the

get them.

They were current,| whole people incurred in carrying

|

that can be held without loss, risk |

If this is at the national banks, it
is certainly to my advantage that
they exist.

But is not this double interest
extremely profitable to the bank-
ers? If so, it i8 a valuable fran-
chise granted them by the govern-
ment., and as the’ whole system is
immediately uvader government
control and subject to special taxa-
tion can not the excess of protits
be easily taken so that the banker’s
skill shall benefit the whole people?
Why is not this done? Is it not
exactly what we do? And at times
the taxes have been excessive and
some years more bank charters
have been surrendered than have
been issued. At one time I was
personally acquainted with every
banker in the second city in the
State. I interviewed them all,
asking about this matter. Every
national banker told me there was
at that time no profit in their cir-
culation, and that if they could
conveniently make the change they
should prefer to be in private bank-
ing. The private bankers assured
me they believed they were doing
‘better as they were, that they
'should become national bankers at
once if they thought it more profit-
able.

But should we.not abolish them |
and let the whole mass of the|

American people. the government,
'gointo the banking business ?When

| business cap be carried on more
economically and prodtably than
private enterprise? and if govern-
ment attempt the business it is our
individual capital that must carry
|it on. Who of us would venture
'$5in a banking enterprise not
' knowing by whom or how it was to
be conducted ?

Can we imagine a more vicious
currency system than one which
leaves the whole matter to the ever
' changing whim of every newly elect-
|ed Congress, or a more dangerous

He could not;‘lost or destroyed notes does not|banking system than one which
use it to make payment on his land. | accrue to the makers ‘

' puts in control of every bank an
| inexperienced politician with every
| change of administration?

‘ The Republicans assure us we
'have the best banking system the
| wit of man ever devised. Itis good
| Democratic doctrine to leave every

The great mass of intelligent

was it learned that government |

pike. One can travel all through
the mountain regions of the high-
lands of Scotland without finding
one mile of roadway as poor as our
ordinary village streets. TItaly has
many miles of good roads, which
equal in quality even the old Ro-
man roads. The struggling little
republic of Switzerland with its
beautiful roads puts the United
States to shame. France has the
best roads in the world. She
still continues the road system
which Napoleon First established.
There is a special department in
government devoted to roads. A
college is maintained by the gov-
ernment for the purpose of educa-
ting engineers who are to be em-
ployed on the public roads. About
six hundred engineers and road
inspectors are kept constantly on
duty.

Foreigners who visit thiscountry
are surprised to find with what poor
roads the Americans are content.
They regard the farmer who, in-
dustriously, once a year, scrapes
the dirt collected at the roadside
to the center of the roadway or
plows up the road, as committing
acts of criminal lawlessness. Yet
the misguided farmer is perform-
ing his duty conscientiously.

The condition of roads in the
United States is deplorable. The
| majority of them differ in no re-
| spect from the adjacent fields, ex-
|cept that they are smoothed over
(and lack the presence of vegetation,
'although some of them are equally
' as fertile as the fields.

Itis Dr. Bushnell who says:
“The road is that physical sign or
symbol by which any age or people
is known.”

Do we want people to
America by her roads?

judge

The history of roads shows their |

progress with civilization. The
Carthagenians were the first syste-
matic road makers. From them
' the Romans learned the art. In
|adopting it, however, they expand-
|ed and improved it until the Rom-
an road system has gained a lasting
reputation. The farthest provin-
ces of the empire were joined
| together by straight lines of stone
| roads all converging in the capital.
No expense was spared to make

| private enterprise to itself so long | them straight, smooth and hard.
|as it works no injustice to others.| They passed over

valleys and

|
and

mountains, through forests

. | . . %
and answered his purpose as well | on the war against rebellion. We | American citizens are in these two | swampsfor hundredsand thousands

as gold.

business for the banker?

Was this a legitimate | hired the capital and we must con-
My | tinue to pay the interest until we |

great parties and agree with what
I have here written and precious

father thought it was. He needed are prepared to pay the principal. | few of them are directly interested

a horse and had no surplus capital | This is inevitable.

in any form that he could just
then invest.

He hired the bank-|

|

|

Many have a confused idea that |

in addition to this we are collect- |

er’s capital, or his credit, which was | ively paying interest to the banks |

good to him as gold, and so far as on all their circulation.

Nothing |

1t was more easily obtained, it was could be further from the truth.

better than gold.

What sacrifice| When any individual would hire

in the use of his capital the banker | capital for his personal needs he |

made to keep his credit good as

gold we do not know or care
so long as all who dealt

with him were benefited thereby
and gladly paid him for it. It
made money easier and more
abundant. So long as all the

|frugality has preserved.
' the borrower finds it more conven-

must necessarily hire it of a capi-
talist. Capital is but accumulated
labor which some one by skill and |
If now |

ient and cheaper to hire from the
national banker than elsewhere,

parties interested were satisfied had | should it not be his privilege to do

the g¢overnment—that 1is other|
people—any business to meddle?
When the banks issued spurious|
notes the case was far different. |
Then it became the duty of gov-
ernment to prevent injustice. I
have an unquestioned right to issue |
my notes for $10,000 if I please,
and pass them out to anybody who |

so? Is it not tohis advantage that

|the banks exist, and the more

numerous the better? But it may
be urged that these notes are not
the banker’s capital, but his credit. i
This in a manner is true, but his|
capital must be in reserve behind!

lin banks.

Why is there this
insane prejudice against banks
among the farmers? Has it not
been worked up by demagogues in
their own selfish interest? Is it
not wise for us farmers to pause
and investigate fully before joining
in the frenzy against our banking
system ?
Grand Ledge.

OUR ROADS.

[Commencement Essay, Olivet College, June,
1892.]

This is an age of reform. The
American roads is a reform which
is beginning to attract public at-
‘Eeiltion and whose need we have all

elt.

‘of miles. With the decline and
| fall of the empire the Roman roads

'decayed. Then the art of road-

making was lost, until it was re-|
| ton of Kent.

| vived about the close of the last
|century. During the first half of

'began to make roads according to
'scientific principles. These men
have exerted a lasting influence on
the common roads of all European
countries.

| Good roads and love of country

| life are necessary to the prosperity |
‘ Y Press y | Michigan, Aug. 3.

of any people. People in America
live in the cities and go to the
country. It ought to be reversed.
Good roads would help solve one
of the problems of our civilization.
They tend to draw people into the
country. This would relieve the
cities’ congestion. With good

'roads at all seasons of the year

Governor Beaver of Pennsylva- | people would not mind a few miles
nia says: “ ¥rom the time of our|walk, or drive, “or spin on their|

birth to the time of our death andf

wheels” into the city every morn- |

them, otherwise they will be re- burial the public road is a subject | ing. :

deemed by the United States Treas- |

which concerns every man and|

will give me anything valuable for | urer when it is certainly the bank- | every family.” Within the last|
them, and they have a right to sell | er’s capital that pays them. Viewed  three years people have begun to |

them again if they please.

But if | dispassionately then, can we dis-

I issue my notes having the form | cover any expense to the commu-

and appearance of money there is
danger that they would fall into
the hands of many who could not
know of my ability or inablity to |
pay, and when I am unable to re-|
deem the notes great injustice is
done, so it has come about that the

nity in sustaining the national |
banking system? The interest up-
on the bonds we must pay in any|
event until we are ready to redeem |
them. If as an individual I must |
at times hire capital, I shall do so
where I can get it most cheaply. |

agitate the subject of roads. The
United States is just beginning to
realize that she isa century and a|
half behind Europe in the matter
of common roads, although in her |
railroad and steamboat facilities |
she takes lead.

thirty thousand miles of good turn- |

|crease their enjoyment to have |

England alone has over thirty | more passable roads. { $tic Hocatend stxilions n' & gotionat oy

Good roads would relieve coun- :
try life of its two greatest plagues, |
mud and dust. Where can you1
find a more contented class of farm-
ers than in France?
you find better roads?

so much for mere pleasure as the
Ameriéans.

The greatest obstacle in the way |

|
There are no people who drive|

Surely it would in-|

of improving American roads to-
day is our lack of system in the
work. It requires as much skill
to make a good carriace road as to
make a railroad. We put the con-
struction of our carriage roads into
the hands of farmers. county store
kl‘t‘pl‘l'.‘i and the like.

[f the people fully realized the
loss they were sustaining yearly
from bad roads., they would not
long remain inactive. It is esti-
mated that enough is lost every
yearin this country from this cause
to construct sixteen thousand miles
of good turnpike, to say nothing of
the wear and tear on harness and
wagons., and the loss of having to
to carry light loads for heavy ones.

Under the present condition of
roads the people are sustaining an
indirect tax, much heavier than
that of the taritf of which we hear
so much.

A bureau ought to be established
where facts relating to the best
methods of constructing and main-
taining roads could be procured.
Courses of study ought to be es-
tablished in agricultural colleges,
where engineers could be educated
in the art of road making. The
state should employ competent
engineers and road inspectors to
assist in forming comprehensive
and economical plans for the whole
State. Let the State own or con-
control some important highways
between principal cities. These
should connect with those of neigh-
boring states. These highways,
' kept in good order, would tend to
stimulate the towns to make tribu-
| taries to the main ones. The State
|ought to take some action. The
| State that does not act will be left
| behind in commercial and agricul-
| tural prosperity.

Let the farmers take this matter
lin hand. Instead of talking poli-
tics in the village store, put your
Patrons of Industry or kindred

associations to practical use. The
‘organizations already exist. Turn

them to some account!
_ EvrizaBeTH WARREN.
[ Olivet.

|

; NEWS NOTES.

|

" MICHIGAN.
| The People’s party present the follow-
ing State ticket:

For Governor, John W.
| Eaton.
| For Lieutenant Governor, Geo. H.
{ Sherman of Wayne.
| For Secretary of State, Frank M. Van-
| dercook of Gratiot.
For State Treasurer, Joseph W. Wel-

Ewing of

For Auditor General, Carlton Peck of

5 | Lapeer.
| this century Macadam and Telford |
Ionia.

For Attorney General, A. A. Ellis of

For Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, O. M. Graves of Emmet.

For Commissioner of State Land Office,
Wm. L. Hagen of Houghton.

For member State Board of Education,
Wilbur H. Clute of Bay.

Heavy thunder storms in southern

Don M. Dickinson is chairman of the
Democratic national campaign commit-
tee.

The Legislature, at its extra session,
passed bills reapportioning the State.
The bill was a compromise and is satis-
factory to both parties.

State troops camp at Island Lake
Aug. 17.

NATIONAL.

Warrants were issued for the arrest of
Carnegie and Pinkerton men.

Successful and interesting observa-
tions of the planet Mars were made.

Elaborate preparations are being made
at World’s Fair grounds, Chicago, for

Where can | dgdicatory exercises to be held Oct. 21,
| 1892,

The Duqueswe strikers have returned
to their work. This is a victory for the
Jarnegie Steel Company.

The Federation of Labor has joined

cott against the products of all Carnegie
mills.
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Field and Stock.

expense may be sent by freight two - information is needed, but other-
or three days before the fair. Ten- wise keep away from them.  The
der fruits are best wrapped singly usually prefer to do their WOI‘K
in tissue paper, the cast off wrap- without suggestions. If upto this
pers of oranges at fruit stores are |time the work has been well done
fine for this, then packed tight in|on the part of ,the exhibitor he
) fruit baskets. These must go by | may feel assured that he will get
In times past, to be a successful express at the last minute. These jhis full share of the principal
exhibitor of fruits at the various are also gathered on a trip by I awards.
fairs, one had only to select some themselves, the last day if possible.  Agricultural
overgrown specimens of afewvarie-  Prepare all plate labels before
ties, label them Pippins, Spitzen-|leaving home—more night work—
burgs or Harvest apples, then pack "ejther “by writing the names on
a supply of some good eatable i cards, or buying the prepared lists
varieties, these to distribute to the 1 on gummed paper which can be A few weeks ago the Detroit
officers and committees, and the cut "up and stuck on cards. The | daily papers chronifcled the arrival
exhibitor would be sure of his full ; Jast are best as easier to read and|of & carload of cattle from the
share of the chief prizes. ~ There | the visitors will not be so apt toj west which were afflicted with this

HOW TO EXHIBIT FRUIT AT
FAIRS.

A. G. GULLEY.

College.

I ACTINOMYCOSIS OR LUMPY JAW
-1S IT CONTAGIOUS?

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

AUGUST 15, 1892

shown that it increases the depth FRUIT NOTES.
of root space. - . .
Drained land is alsoable to re- ,_ Fruit is a comparative failure
sist drouth better, as it makes more here. We regard peaches as the
finecapillary tubes and few larger main crop, and there is less than

ones, and it decidedly hastens crop one-fourth of an average yield.
maturity. Apples also, bring in a great deal

Drainage prevents floods by re- of money, but these are a total fail-
moving t%e surplus water, carrying UYre:

it off gradually, and leaving the _ Small fruits are below the aver-
groundg in con%:iition to ‘let %ther age in quantity, but have brought

I'tains soak down slowly, rather such good prices that growers are

than runoff quickly.— W. 1. Cham- consoled. = Strawberries and cur-
berlain in People ‘and Patron. rants sold at the rare price of $2 a

case of sixteen quarts. Gooseber-
ries are now being picked; there is
a good yield and the average prices

It is an open question as to are expected.
The excessive

|

t

FEEDING GRAIN IN SUMMER.

is yet on occasional place where
some of this process will apply.
Owing however to the teaching
of our State Horticultural Society
and the various local societies act-

ing in connection with it for thej

last twenty years, a successful

handle the cards and mis
them.

Now if the work has been done
thoroughly thus far the collection
should reach its destination in
good shape and the exhibitor
ought to put a collection of 200

exhibitor at any fair of importance | varieties on the tables, all labeled
in this state today must take ajand ready for the committee, in

very different course.
who now expects to successfully

The man 1 half a day.

A successful exhibitor today

compete must be acquainted with jmust be a judge of fruits as fo
the varieties of the classes in which “variety and as to what is a good

he isto exhibit, and know what con-

stitutes a good specimen of thej

sample of a kind. If the exhibit is
to be viewed by an expert a plate

varieties which he expects to show. 1 of even sized, smooth specimens

If he enters large collections he
must be well acquanted in the
locality where he expects to gather
his specimens so that he can work
rapidly. Then for a few days be-
fore the exhibition he must work
day and night till he has his ex-
hibit ready to send to the fair.

As to the best plan of work:
this article will refer to preparing
large collections of 100 or more
varieties, although most of it will
apply equally to small exhibits. As
just stated a great deal has to be
done in a short time that the col-
lection may be put on exhibition
as fresh as possible, and sometimes
a few days makes a great difference
in the development of some varie-
ties, therefore the collecting should
be put off as late as is safe. 1 al-
ways found it a great help to col-
lect with my eyes for some time be-
fore, that is, keep a lookout to see
where good specimens of varieties
needed would probably be found.
It isalso usually necessary to
gather some early kinds some time
before, that would be gone when
wanted. Nearly all kinds of fruit
can be kept ten daysto two weeks
if wrapped in paper and putin a
cool, dry cellar. In collecting,
paper bags large enough to hold a
variety are needed. The fruit is

then

it is to be repacked to ship.
to it that every kind is labeled
when picked, then make a list of
kinds as fast as gathered. This is
for two reasons.  Should any
variety be one with which the col-
lector is not familiar and the label
get off the bag he can recall it, but
more especially from the list he
can tell if he has the kinds particu-
larly needed to fill the require-
ments of the entry. At the pack-1
ing place do all the sorting, pack-
ing only what will be needed, that
is, do all the work at home before
hand that is possible, that delay
may not occur when setting up the
exhibit. This is work to be done
at night when makingthe collection,
having plenty of light. In my
own experience | finally reached
the point where I would not take
a single specimen more than | ex-
pected use of any kind that would
keep through the show or that was
not easly bruised in shipping. If
extra fruit is to be taken for eating
or decoration pack it separately.
Thisof course applies only to apples
and pears which are generally the
bulk of a collection and require
the most care to get perfect speci-
mens. Of all the tender fruits it
is usually easy to get good speci-
mens in sections where they grow,
and a surplus is needed to avoid
loss in shipping and toreplace those
that spoil while on exhibition. As
to best means of packing | had,
aftertrying several ways, the best
results from packing singly,m bags,
if large and hard, ortwo if medium I
or small, separating them by a twist
in the middle of the bag, and
label every one. Be very careful
about this, trust nothing to memory
and of course it is absolutely neces-
sary should anyone but the col-
lector unpack the exhibit. This
mode of packing is more work and
the bags cost a little but the fruits
come out in better shape and it is
far less work when unpacking.
The bags are packed solidly in
barrels and headed up. To save!

carefully picked, put in these and | make to the exact letter of " the
in barrels or baskets and irequirements.

taken to some central place where | entry card and labels are correctly
See ] placed and leave the rest to the

will take precedence over an un-
even lot although larger. Look
well to color if it is a variety that
should be colored. If the collection
is for a stated purpose, as for mar-
ket, see to it that it contains those
that are well known as desirable
for the purpose. If you have some
variety not often grown for the
purpose but of which you may
think a great deal, do not put it in
unless you have room for it and
the others too. You probably
will not have a committee who
think as much of your pet as you
do. A very marked violation of
this point wasseen at the last state
fair, where a grower of some fine
seedling grapes used them in
small collections for special pur-
poses, where they had to compete
with well established sorts. To
look at the collections on the
table, paying no attention to the
varieties, anyone would have awar-
ded them the first prize, but no
man competent to judge would
risk his reputation by awarding
those untried seedlings a first place
over well known and desirable
sorts for a special purpose. In
selecting avoid wormy specimens;
to have them is largely careless-
ness. Last of all be sure you are
prepared to fill the entries you

See to it that the

committee.

At the place of exhibition have
the tables upon which the fruit is
to be placed covered with white
paper.  This is sometimes done
by the association holding the
fair, but do it if not already pre-
pared. The fruits appear much
better. On the other hand beware
of any dark colored paper for this
purpose it detracts fromthe beauty
of the fruit as much as the white
adds to it. The general appear-
ance of the collection can be much
improved by arranging the fruit
according to color or variety. But
this is often a detriment to the
work of the awarding committee,
hence is not generally advisable.
It is also better to put the kinds in
eatable condition back from the
front of the table or occasional
specimens may be lost. In large

were thin and poor.

place | disease. Some were fat and others j whether it will pay to feed cows
The city grain while on good pasture, but

reporters who know many thingsjit is a matter of known profit to

that "are not so,” said that the ] feed grain when the grass is not

disease was of a cancerous nature, sufficient to supply the cows with a

contagious, and that the meat of
such animals was unfit and danger-
ous as human food. The cattle
were finally slaughtered and a por-
tion of the poor ones condemned.

The question of the contagious-
ness of this disease has been wide-
ly discussed, and lias been brought
into the. courts in the state of Illi-
nois. But that did not settle the
matter, because the "doctors" dis-
agreed.

The experience in Michigan
would bring one to about the con-
dition of the schoolmaster in Vir-
ginia who, when asked if he taught
that the world was round or fiat,
said he taught either way, just as
the people preferred. Of late
years in some localities it has
spread so much as to seem to in-
crease by infection but again it
declined as rapidly. On the other
hand there have been many single
cases in a herd with no spreading.

Further, the disease is curable,
and until so long continued as to
cause weakness and loss of flesh it
is evidently a local disease and
does not injure the flesh for meat.

I quote from the Breeders'
Gazette the opinion of the London
(Eng.) Lancet, the leading medi-
cal journal of Great Britain:
" There is no proof that the mala-
dy actinomycosis (lumpy jaw) is
contagious In the ordinary accept-
ation of the terin, and if so at all,
it must he in a very feeble degree.
The affection,, <sL"5ankind appears
to be quite independent of diseas-
ed animals, as it rarely happens
that persons suffering from actino-
mycosis have ever had any relation
with diseased cattle."

The live stock sanitary commis-
sion of this State made one expe-
riment in which the utmost efforts
to communicate the disease to a
healthy animal both by contact
and inoculation were utterly fu-
tile. So far the facts are decidedly
against contagion. Further, when
the doctors " accidentally " discov-
er the proper remedy there is no
doubt that the disease will be
found curable. B.

WHY WE DRAIN.

Surplus water is always a damage
and should be removed by drain-

age. It is better to remove this
down through the soil than to
drain it off over the soil. It makes

farmin? easier and quicker and
makes less or no waste land.

The second reason for removin
the surplus water through the soi
is that it removes the water in the
land as well as that on it. The
crop frequently dies of wet feet,
but this can easily be prevented

collections pains should be taken Iby careful drainage.

to have plates of odd or rare kinds |
of fruit. They do not add to the
value of the collection but attract
attention. A design in fruit or
some other decoration does very
much in this way. A true exhibi-
tor wishes to have his display
noticed by others than the award-
ing committee alone.

When the exhibitor arrives at
the fair ground he should apply at
once tothe suprintendent for space,
which by the way should have been
engaged beforehand, then get the
entry cards Qf the secretary and
after that do not have to require of
them or any other officer of the
fair another minute of their time
till the fruitis ready for examina-
tion. They have enough to do
without answering a lot of ques-
tions that should have been asked,
if necessary at .all, before leaving
home. They will think a heap
more of an exhibitor who knows
how to take care of himself.

When the committee are looking
over the collection, be sure they
know just where the fruit is, and
be where they can find you if any

Again, it tends to diminish the
loss of fertility. If not drained a
great deal of the plant food is car-
ried off and washed away, but in
drained land the fertility is left
in the soil, as it acts as a filter to
the water before reaching the
drains.

Drainage also warms the soil
and tends to increase its fertility.
It leaves the air spaces open for
the warmth to come up from below
and thus aids or hastens early
sEring rowth. It also gives a
chance for warm spring rains to
decend and thus aids growing
crops.

Draining saves the necessity of
cooling by evaporation when thaw-
ing by the sun, and takes away the
surplus moisture that must other-
wise be evaporated. Drained land
is also a decided advantage to the
farmer in the fact that he is able
to cultivate it soon after a rain.

Drainage increases the area of
the root passage. If the ground
is soaked with water the roots will
have to run near the surface in
order to get breath, and it is thus

full and palatable ration. It i

always well to be prepared to feed
some kind of grain feed to supple-
| ment short pasture caused by
drouth or overstocking. We must
i keep up the milk yield because if
it fails on account of lack of feed
it will cost more extra feed to re-
store it than it would to have pre-
vented the cows from shrinking by
giving them grain feed in time.
As to the kinds of feed to use, we
prefer middlings or 'linseed meal,
though perhaps cotton seed meal
would answer the purpose as well.
-—National Stockman and Parmer.

THE GREAT LAKES AND OUR
MEAT SUPPLY.

The Breeder's Gazette, in a
recent issue, calls attention to the
matter of the possible effect the
I fishindustry of our Great Lakes
may have upon the demand for

j meat producing animals.

The quantity of fish taken dur-
ing the last census year was about
1120,000,000 of pounds, with a value
at first hands of over $2,600,000.
The money invested in fishing
property is about $3,000,000. The
output shows an increase of 110
per cent during the last decade, as
against an increase of less than 30

I per cent in population, and this

estimate takes no iaccount of the
fishing industry along our more
important river courses and the
minor lakes. Continuing, the
Gazette says: " Already both nat-
ional and state legislation have
taken cognizance of the fact that
more generally than heretofore our
waters must be looked to as a
source of supply for a popular and
healthy article of diet. When in
connection with this fact the prac-
tically unlimited resources of our
lakes and rivers is taken into con-
sideration, it will be recognized
as impolitic to forecast our future
market for meats without taking
the finny tribe into account both
as to quantity and price. As yet
the fish crop has only to be harvest-
ed. Self-propagating, self-feeding,
it is ready to be gathered at all
seasons of the year in volume and
variety beyond conception of those
who have not given special study
to the subject. It has frequently
been asserted that an acre of water
can be made to produce as much
food as an acre of land. Whether
correct or not, accepting this as a
factor, and multiplying by the
thousands of square miles of water
within the national jurisdiction,
the possible future of fresh water
fishing may be approximated.
While there may be nothing in
such an outlook to discourage
breeders and feeders of meat pro-
ducing animals, they can very
prudently admit the possibility of
a factor likely to assist in retarding
a permanent enhancement of the
selling price of the commoner cuts
of meat.”

SUFFOLK SHEEP.

An association has been formed

for the registration of Suffolk
Sheep.
Geo. W. Franklin, Atlantic»

lowa, is secretary. The lowa Suf-
folk Sheep Co. are importing

rains this year
were damaging to the trees them-
selves, as well as ruining the fruit.
However nearly all the trees have
recovered and are putting forth a
strong, healthy growtli that will be
of much use for the expected heavy
yield of the World's Fair year.
Insects are much more trouble-
some this year than last; all the
early peaches and all the plums as
far as observed, were stung by the
curculio. The wet weather pre-
vented the use of insecticides, which
has usually been of great help to
GEO. C. MONROE.
Soidh Haven.

us.

THE CAPON BUSINESS.

How to Make Money With Poultry
Without Keeping Hens or Hatch-
ing Chickens.

In order to make money with
poultry it is not necessary that a
person keep a single hen on his
j place or hatch a single chicken.
"What! make money with poultry
|and keeep no hens? Never heard
J of such athing.” Well, I know you
never did and I am going to tell you

how you, or anyone else, can make
I lots of money with poultry. At all
seasons of the year, but more espe-
cially in the summer or fall months,
j oneisabletogoaboutthe country, in
J almost any locality, and buy young
cockerels and chickens at moderate
j prices, frequently very low. People
living west write me they can buy
thousands of them for from ten to
fifteen cents. In the east one can
buy them for twenty or twenty-five
cents each. | have got fall hatched
chicks for ten cents each.

People are glad to get rid of
them at most any time as they are
a bother and some of no profit as
cockerels. Buy just as many such
I birds as you have accommodations
for. Buy them no matter how
small (for you can keep them until
large enough and the little fellows
don't cost much) up to a size that
weigh three pounds—but the best
size to buy are those weighing
about two pounds.

Avoid buying the leghorn blood,
as their size is too small; buy as
many of the heavy breeds as pos-
sible or such as show that blood.

It is not necessary that you get
all your birds at once but continue
to buy all the season. As fast as
you get a collection home and they
have got used to their new home
proceed to caponize them all.

"Oh, pshaw! | don't know any-
thing about caponizing, did you
remark?" Wfell you didn't know
anything about breathing until
you breathed, did you? You didn't
know how to do anything until you
made a beginning did you? Well,
it is just so in caponizing. You
don't know how perhaps and more
than this you think it is a harder
thing to do than it is. If you will
get a set of tools made for the work
look them over and read the in-
structions that go with them, you
will then see it Is just no job at all
to make a capon, and after you
have caponized your first bird you
will realize how foolish you were
to think you could not do such a
simple piece of work. Of course
you can caponize if you have a
mind to.

After you have made capons of
all your birds, there is nothing to
do but keep them well fed and wat-
ered and give them warm quarters
when cold weather approaches.

sheep this summer now being se-1 They will grow very rapidly, be-

lected by their agent, Robert
Miller of Brougham, Ont.
Suffolk sheep are a black-faced,
English mutton breed, in appear-
ance and fleece not unlike the
Hampshire. They are strong,
hardy, and prolific, still we advise
Michigan breeders to pay no more
for then™ than they would for
Shropshires or Hampshires as they
have no promise of anything better
than these breeds. No doubt the
craze for new breeds will help
them along and help their im-
porters to make some money.

coming very much larger than they
would naturally and when it comes
time to Kill and dress them for
market you will find you have a
| lot of fat, plump capons that will
dress eight, ten or even twelve
pounds each, according to breed,
and which will bring you a price
far in excess of the chicken and
which is sure to net you a very
large profit. Any of your readers
are at liberty to write me for any
information about caponizing.
GEORGE R. DOW.
North Epping, N. H.



