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HOW SHALL IT BE PUT UP AND SOLD ? 

Letters From Leading Wholesale Houses. 
Wool Growers, And Local Buyers. 

(Continued from last issue.) 

We have no more letters from 
commission houses but present 
some from growers and buyers. 
The following are from the 

Growers. 
These are the questions asked: 
1. What is your customary 

method of putting up wool? Do 
you grade in any sense of the word? 

2. Have you sold to local buyers 
or do you ship to wholesale hous-
es? Why do you prefer your 
method of sale? 

8. Do you think that farmers as 
a rule put up their wool in the 
best manner? Would it pay them 
to do it better? 

4. Would it be practicable for 
growers to skirt their wool, sepa-
rating tags and etc, and to sell in 
two or three grades? 

5. Do local buyers generally buy 
wool on its merits? 

6. What is the cause of the an-
tagonism between the growers and 
the buyers? 

7. What remedy would you sug-
gest for the difficulty? 

GEO. W. STTJABT. 

1. Our customary method of 
) putting up wool is to put into the 
fleeceall except heavy tag locks, not 
grading it in any sense. 

2. Have sold both to local 
buyers and wholesale houses; three 
years at Wm. Peter's factory, Co-
lumbia ville. 

3. 1 do not think as a rule farm-
ers put their wool up in the best 
manner and think it would pay 
them to do it better. 

4. We have tried the skirting 
plan this year. Shipped to Philadel-
phia, have not got returns yet. 
We made three grades: "fleece," 
"fribs" and "skirtings," and "heavy 
tags." 

5. Very few local buyers buy on 
its merits. 

6. The antagonism between 
growers and buyers is a lack of 
knowledge on the part of both of 
the value of wools, "condition" and 
"quality" as well as the uses made 
of the different grades by manufac-
turers. There is no doubt but that 
some, and a good many, wool grow-
ers practice fraudulent methods in 
putting up their wool for market, 
and as in all other business matters 
seriously cripple that confidence 
which ought to exist in all business 
relations. In fact I believe the an-
tagonism existing is more charge-
able to the wool grower than to the 
buyers, not so much from a lack of 
honesty as through ignorance of 
that higher plane of business meth-
ods, and real value of their product. 
Good goods will find a ready mar-
ket, and command good prices, 
while poor find a begging market. 

7. My remedy is: 
a. To stop washing, when the 

question of washed or unwashed 
fleece is done away with. 

b. Better methods of putting up 
either by skirting or grading, but 
above all have the fleece as repre-
sented. I believe the local markets 
the most satisfactory when confi-
dence can be fully established, and 
hope to see the time when this will 
be the case. I believe in the mid-
dle man and think better satisfac-
tion will be found, both by the 
grower and manufacturer, when 
intelligent local dealers are able to 
handle the wool, paying for it at 
time of delivery, and agreement 
made either at the barn or wagon. 
There are risks attending the 
shipping of wool to commission 
houses, and I doubt if the plan will 

be found satisfactory to the average 
wool grower, but until some im-
provement is made upon present 
methods more or less wool will be 
shipped to wholesale houses. This 
may be profitable with large ranch-
men but is not at least satisfactory 
with small flock masters. 

Grand Blanc. 

a rule, you are lost The moment 
your wool leaves your hands you 
can never know what becomes of 
it, or what it sells for, or how it is 
graded (thrown). You may de-
pend on one fact: the writer has 
had experience on this line. 

Manchester. 

RICHARD DOUGHERTY. 

1. I keep my sheep dry through 
winter and tag the wool early; put 
it up with a box, with six strings 
of common wool twine, taking 
sweat balls and refuse and put them 
with tags and sell without any 
other grading. 

2. I generally sell to local 
buyers, because I know just what 
I am doing'and my money all comes 
at once, which is not generally the 
case when sold on commission. 

3. No; and it would pay I think 
to do it better, certainly if all 
would do so. 

4. No; always separate tags; no 
other grading unless perhaps when 
sheep are kept in large flocks. 

5. They pretend to do so but 
generally get very desirable clips 
below their real value as compared 
with less desirable wools and thus 
many times discourage the careful 
farmer. 

6. The cupidity and selfishness 
of man, his lack in judgment and 
proper discrimination and some-
times his dishonesty and a willing-
ness to overreach his fellows. 

7. This is most difficult to answer 
satisfactorily but I would sug 
gest that farmers be instructed 
through the V I S I T O R , the Michigan 
Farmer, and by the local buyers, 
how to care for their sheep, how to 
shear and tie up their wool, and 
then let the latter give credit to 
those who do it well by paying them 
liberally and by making those who 
do otherwise feel it by obliging 
them to take a lower price or sell 
elswhere and tell the reason of 
such discrimination. 

Three Rivers. 
L. D. W ATKINS. 

1. It is my custom to put up the 
entire fleece, less sweepings and 
tags. 

2. Some times ship, usually sell 
at home. This year to Clinton 
woolen mill company, 10,609 
pounds fleece at 20 cents, no dis-
counts, and 649 pounds tags at 9 
cents. Two clips. 

3. I believe as a buyer and 
grower that our farmers as a whole 
put up their wool at least as well 
as they do in Ohio, or any other 
state. 

4. Skirt ! No. Tags? Yes. 
5. No. 
6. The cause is not dishonesty 

or intent to deceive the buyer, and 
I indignantly repel any such state-
ment or inuendoes. There is no-
where a more honest, intelligent 
clean-cut class of men, engaged in 
any industry or profession, than 
the farmers of Michigan. 

7. I believe that all this uproar 
about condition of our wool, is to 
get this year's clip at less than its 
value. 

The whole matter stands thus: 
Ohio wool averages about four 
pounds less per fleece than ours, on 
account of less oil and less density 
of fleece. Still ours bring the 
grower more than twenty-five per 
cent more than Ohio fleeces each. 
I will admit that there is a class 
of wool that was found all over 
Michigan that has undoubtedly 
lowered the standard of our wools. 
I refer to the wrinkly short wooled 
Merino that was in fashion some 
years ago. The entire fleece was 
in no way more valuable, or would 
net more scoured wool than tags. 

Finally, don't consign your wool 
to any man or firm or commission 
to sell for you. If you do so as 

w . J. GABLOCK. 

1. I shear all the wool from the 
sheep before they go out to grass, 
putting each entire fleece, tags and 
all, in a package by itself, rolling 
the inside of the fleece out and 
winding enough twine around to 
hold it in place. Do no grading. 

2. For 10 or 12 years have in-
variably shipped to wholesale deal-
ers, they furnishing sacks, and 
advancing two-thirds to three-
fourths the clip value on receipt 
of bill of lading, balance at sale. 
Think I always get as much and 
sometimes more than local buy-
ers prices. 

3. As a rule I think the farmers 
put up the wool in very fair con-
dition and doubt , if much more 
could be realized with more care. 
Think more is loft from raising 
short, gummy staple than from 
poor conditioning. | 

4. No, not by any means. Far-
mers are not wool sorters, and 
only a part of the dealers are. 

5. A few do and a good many 
do not. >. 

6. There are many causes, chief 
among them is low wool values the 
world over. Wh^sirwool brought 
$1.00 it could be bought and sold 
with the eyes shut; now it is finer 
work to handle the clip and realize 
a margin. 

7. That is a hard question. 
Candidly, I think wool growing 

in Michigan has passed its hey-day 
of prosperity. 

Howell. 
GEORGE E. BRECK. 

1. My sheep are always kept 
free of dirty tag locks, and sweat 
locks are put into each fleece with-
out grading. I use a small linen 
wool twine, taking pains to make 
the fleeces look as neat and com-
pact as possible. 

2. For two previous years I 
have shipped to commission houses 
in Boston. This year I sold to a 
buyer from a distant town who 
claimed to have a contract for my 
particular grade of wool and he of-
fered me the same price I had re-
ceived net by shipping for the two 
years last past. 

After it was announced that I 
had sold to a buyer from another 
town, our local buyers were very 
anxious to buy and claimed they 
would give as much or more than 
he had paid for mine. 

In many respects it is more sat-
isfactory to ship. It is no more 
trouble, as the wool is more easy to 
handle when sacked, and you feel 
you get all your wool is worth if 
you have confidence in the com-
mission house. 

3. With a few exceptions, I be-
lieve the farmers of this commun-
ity have put up their wool as well 
as could be reasonably expected. 

An examination of a large num-
ber of clips leads me to believe that 
it is skillfully and nicely done. 

I do not believe it would pay 
them to do it better. Of course in 
this conclusion I exclude all men 
who are naturally dishonest and 
seek by various schemes to cheat 
the buyer. 

4. I do not believe that at the 
present time it is practicable for 
growers to skirt their fleeces or to 
undertake to grade. 

The great wool markets of our 
country are close at hand, compar-
itively, and the grades in each 
fleece are so averaged in estimating 
the value of each fleece that prac-
tical results are the same in our 

present system as would be obtain-
ed should each grower try to grade 
his own. 

There is no absolute standard 
for grading, and when each grower 
has done his grading to the best of 
his judgment, the buyer who is 
always ready with excuses would 
find some reason for not being sat-
isfied. 

5. Local buyers do not buy wool 
on its merits. This is illustrated 
time and again. The fact is that a 
small per cent of the wool growers 
know the difference in quality and 
grade of wool. A pound of WĈ QI 
is a pound of wool, and a fleece is 
a fleece with too many. 

6. Antagonism between buyers 
and growers arises from two sources, 
one of which is indicated in my 
answer to question No. 5. First, 
growers are not close judges of the 
quality of wool and from their 
limited experience can not be; and 
second, buyers take advantage of 
this and use their art to make the 
grower believe that his wool is not 
as good as his neighbor's for which 
he has paid more; the buyers thus 
taking advantage of the better in-
formation which they have both as 
to what the price ought to be and 
the quality of the particular lot of 
wool, and thus the grower becomes 
suspicious of them as a class. 
Overreaching on the buyer's part 
and suspicion on the part of the 
seller have caused the open breech. 

7. In my opinion wool growers 
will do well to tf>pp tViei r.wool free 
from chaff and hayseed and burs; 
in fact, keep the sheep as clean as 
possible. Shear early, without 
washing, and ship to a reliable wool 
commission house in Boston or 
Philadelphia. 

I have for some time been dream-
ing over a plan in which large 
quantities of wool could be stored 
in some central shipping point and 
then thoroughly advertised among 
the manufacturers and wholesale 
dealers, that it be graded by an ex-
pert hired in common, and sold at 
auction to the highest bidder; and 
think it could be made practicable. 

Paw Paw. 
H. C. MOORE. 

1. I do not grade it. I shear my 
sheep in April, before turned out 
to grass, so they do not get dirty. 
I tag my ewes in March and when 
I shear my sheep put the tags in 
the fleeces, as they are just as clean 
as the wool on the inside of the 
legs of those I shear. 

2. I have always sold to local 
buyers, have not sold it this year, 
will ship it myself next week to a 
commission merchant. I do it to 
save the money the local buyer 
would make on it, and I have 
learned that it does not pay to let 
some one else do my own business 
for me and get big pay for doing it. 

3. I think as a rule the farmers 
intend to put up their wool in a 
proper manner. Of course there are 
some that do not. It is generally 
done up after several shearers in a 
rapid manner, and perhaps there 
is some wool goes in that would 
not if they had more time to look 
it over. 

4. I have heard men say who 
have skirted their wool and sold it 
in two or three different grades, 
that it did not pay, as they did not 
get as much for their clip as when 
they put everything together. 
When wool is bought as it ought 
to be perhaps it would pay to sep-
arate it into different grades. 

5. I know the local buyers do 
not buy wool on its merits. Per-
haps some do but they are mighty 
scarce. As a rule it makes no dif-
ference how much delaine a man 
has in his clip, it is bought at X 
prices so that he would make a 
profit on it if it was all X wool. 

I have seen buyers get on a load 

of wool and ask if it was washed. 
They could not tell the difference 
between washed and unwashed 
wool. And I have seen them 
throw out (and discount one-third), 
some of the choicest fleeces in a 
load, because it was yellow, as they 
said, when the fact of the matter 
was it had a buff oil and no more 
of it and no heavier, but a great 
deal better wool than lots of the 
fleeces that had a white oil. And 
the man that owns the wool, nine 
ti mes out of ten won't say a word, and 
will let the buyer gull him. Why ? 
because he has got to sell it and he 
might as well let this buyer fleece 
him as some other, as this dis-
counting is a custom they have 
adopted, and he knows it. 

6. I think the cause of the an-
tagonism between the growers and 
the local buyers is answered in the 
above. 

Between the grower and the 
commission merchant, if he sells 
his wool or consigns it to him, is 
this, he never knows what his wool 
is sold for and never will. He is 
completely at the commission 
merchant's mercy. His wool may 
grade a large per cent of delaine 
one year and the next year have 
scarcely any from the same sheep. 
But I believe this method of sell-
ing wool is far preferable to selling 
to the local buyer. 

7. I believe there is a remedy 
for all these difficulties. I hardly 
know how but something like the 
following: , 

There could be warehouses or 
suitable buildings rented by the 
farmers at different points in the 
wool growing districts and an ex-
perienced man hired, or paid by a 
commission to weigh in their wool 
and grade it and give them credit 
for the number of pounds of each 
grade and do all the business 
necessary to be done in such a 
place. After a certain number of 
pounds had been taken in notice 
could be given to different factories 
that they had so many thousand 
pounds of the different grades for 
sale. When the sales were made 
checks or drafts could be given (in 
the names of those who had weigh-
ed in their wool) by the purchaser. 
I have given one thought in regard 
to a remedy and believe that some 
such a method must be soon adopt-
ed. It would do away with the 
middle men who are bloodsuckers 
to the farmers' and save them 
thousands of dollars. They do not 
sell their wool on its merits or get 
what it is worth and never will un-
til some such method is adopted. 

North Farmington. 
H. H. HINDS. 

1. No Michigan growers grade 
their wools. 

2. Have always shipped my 
wool to eastern markets, with two 
exceptions, and then I put a satis-
factory price on it at my barn and 
it brought the price I asked, 

Prefer that method for it is then 
graded and sold on its merits. 

3. No. It most certainly would 
if they were selling to a judge of 
wool. 

4. The tags and unmerchantable 
wool should go to market by itself 
and not pollute the merchantable 
and high priced stock. 

5. No. A large per cent of the 
local buyers are not judges of wool 
and, besides, they usually buy for 
a certain rate per pound and any 
heavy undesirable wool that would 
not absolutely be rejected by the 
parties for whom they buy, is the 
most desirable for them to handle, 
as it weighs more and brings a 
larger commission. 

6. I do not know as there is any 
antagonism between growers and 
local buyers. This is a free country 

[Continued on Page 5.] 
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Fie ld and S t o c k . 
LINCOLN SHEEP. 

H. A. DANIELLS. 

Although these sheep have been 
bred for some years by a few 
breeders in Michigan they had no 
register till February '91, and are 
comparatively unknown to the 
great mass of the farmers of the 
state. 

The standard calls for a sheep of 
the following description: Consti-
tution—Body deep, back wide and 
straight, wide and full in the thigh, 
large bright eyes, skin soft and 
pink, 25 points. Size—Matured 
rams not less than 250 pounds in 
good condition, matured ewes 200 
pounds, 10 points. Appearance— 
good carriage and symmetry of 
form, 10 points. Body—well pro-
portioned, good bone and length, 
broad hind quarters, legs standing 
well apart, breast wide and deep, 
15 points. Head—should be cov-
ered with wool to the ears, eyes 
expressive, ears fair length, dotted 
or mottled in color, 10 points. 
Neck—medium length, good muscle, 
well set on body, 5 points. Legs|IJ| 
broad and set well apart, good 
shape, color white but some brown I 
spots do not disqualify, wooled to 
the knees, 10 points. Fleece—of I 
even length and quality over body, 
not less than eight inches long for 
one year's growth, 10 points. 
Quality of wool—rather fine, long 
wool, strong lustrous fiber, no ten-
dency to cot, 5 points. Total 100 
points. 

The Lincolns are natives of Lin-
colnshire, England, a low level 
country, and we claim that they 
will keep thrifty on lower ground 
than most any other breed. They 
are the largest sheep known, and 
the Centennial report on sheep 
and wool says they are the finest of 
all long wool sheep. The fiber of 
the wool is quite wavy and more 
lustrous than any other with which 
I am acquainted. In breeding 
qualities they are second to none, 
twins being the rule in matured | 
dams. Males weighing 500 pounds 
being not very uncommon attest 
the size which they attain. 

One ram thirteen months old, 
owned near Caro, sheared 17 
pounds and weighed 256 pounds 
after fleece was off. The entire 
flock of ewes owned by J. J. Eng-
land averaged 14 pounds. W. S. 
Allen of Saranac reports his six 
imported ewes as having sheared 
100g pounds this season, the ewe 
Empress shearing 22| pounds. 
They carry more clear white oil 
than any sheep except the Merinoes 
which makes the wool particularly 
valuable for certain purposes. 

The demand for these sheep ex-
ceeds the supply, orders coming in 
already from Nebraska, Ohio and 
other states. 

In conclusion I will say that 
having bred Leicesters, Merinoes 
and Shropshires, I am better pleas-
ed with the Lincoln sheep than 
any other breed I ever owned. 

Elva. 
THE OLD STRAWBERRY BED. 

W. H. PAYNE. 
u Doubtless the Lord could have 

made a better fruit than the straw-
berry, but doubtless he never did." 
Yet how many people in the 
world have never yet tasted this 
luscious fruit that will grow any-
where in the temperate zone and 
under the most adverse circum-
stances. 

There are thirteen ways of pre-
paring this dainty fruit to tempt 
the appetite, beginning with one 
time and two movements as they 
pass from the vine to the mouth, 
and ending in strawberries in 
cream, and in short cake, each 
better than the other and all fit for 
the diet of the gods. 

Scarlet, fragrant, luscious berry! 
too much of thee is just enough. 
There are many varieties of this 
fruit, which is not a fruit at all, 
from the overgrown and ill-shaped 
Sharpless, as large as a tea cup, to 
the modest wild berry in the 
meadow. Of some 500 tested var-
ieties only about 100 have stood 
the test and many of these failing 
to be best, in various parts of the 
country, and on different soil. On 
the sandy soil at South Haven the 
Wilson, Crescent, Cumberland, 
Sharpless, Miner, Bubach, Haver-
land and Warfield have taken the 
lead and still keep it as commer-
cial berries, although over 100 var-
ieties are being tested at the exper-
imental plats under the efficient 
care of T. T. Lyon. Every year 

many new varieties come seeking 
admission to the list, and improve-
ments in size, color, productiveness 
or quality, demand our attention. 
Man is ever striving for the ideal, 
nor will he be satisfied until straw-
berries grow on bushes and of the 
size of Baldwin apples. 

Those of us who can recollect 
the old strawberry bed of our child-
hood, off in one corner of the gar-
den, neglected, overgrown with 
weeds and grass, when two or three 
quarts of rather indifferent berries 
every other day were considered a 
splendid yield, can now contrast 
the rapid progress of modern ideas 
in fields of ten acres with the hun-
dred of busy pickers, and yielding 
thousands of quarts each day. Nor 
is the fruit the same; it is larger 
and finer and is handled differently. 
Then we were COD tented to let the 
beds take care of themselves, never 
thinking of care or renewal; now 
they are carefully hoed, cultivated 
and mulched, and after one, two or 
three crops have been harvested 
the bed is plowed up. A grower 
of berries now rotates, sets say a 
half acre each year, and after the 
third crop is gathered plows up 
the bed, having always one acre in 
full bearing. Some take off but 
two crops, some but one. Straw-
berries can be set in any month 
when the ground is in condition 
but it is preferable to set young 
and vigorous plants in the spring 
that they may be in good growth 
and condition for fruitage the next 
year. Plant in rows five feet apart, 
eighteen inches in the row. Two 
men, and a boy to drop the plants, 
can soon put in one-half acre; one 
with a spade presses into the 
ground with his foot and works 
back and forth, the other drops the 
roots in the opening down to the 
crown of the plant and firms with [ 
his foot. Cultivate thoroughly; as 
soon as the ground freezes cover 
lightly with a mulch of straw or 
wild hay and in the spring draw it 
between the rows. It will keep the 
berries clean although the common 
practice is to cultivate after the 
picking is over and then let the 
berries take care of themselves. 
But it pays to do it right. By cross 
fertilization, selection, and care, | 
strawberries have increased in size 
and beauty,' while by abundance 
the prices they sell for have de-
creased in size and beauty. Larg-
ness of fruit is had at the expense 
of flavor, for the standard of excel-
ence in flavor in most fruits is 
found in the smaller kinds. Thus 
the Delaware is the standard for 
excellence in grapes, and the Seckel 
in pears, and the small wild straw-
berry has been the standard for 
flavor since the Creator made it for 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden. But unfortunately excellence 
in flavor does not sell fruit in the 
open market; the eye is the judge, 
and berries of large size, perfect in 
color and shape, put up in neat and 
handsome packages are what get 
the best prices and sell the fruit, 
rather than quality. 

Every family should have its 
own strawberry bed. Take care of 
it yourself and in so doing find in 
it health, happiness, enjoyment, 
and luxury that cannot be bought. 

South Haven. 

COMB OR EXTRACTED 
HONEY—WHICH* 

CHABLES B. COOK. 

This question is by no means a 
new one. Since many varying cir-
cumstances combine to throw the 
balance first on one side and then 
on the other, it is highly probable 
that the question will never be any 
more settled than it is at the pres-
ent time. First class comb honey 
will always sell at a good price, 
while extracted honey may 
go slow at any price. How-
ever, there are many difficul-
ties to be met with in the success-
ful production of comb honey; 
obstacles that tempt many honey 
producers to concentrate their 
efforts in the line of extracted 
honey. 

The last five years have fully de-
veloped the fact that honey sea-
sons are less reliable than the 
weather. In case a season is poor 
enough to render the comb honey 
crop practically a failure, an apiary 
run for extracted honey will prob-
ably produce a light crop. Thus 
where poor seasons are a matter of 
common occurence, the apiarist is 
more certain of a crop that will help 
pay expenses if extracted honey is 
the specialty. 

Again, apparatus for comb honey 
is more expensive and demands 

more work; work in the busiest 
I time for the fruit grower and farm-
| er. Where an apiary is run for 
! comb honey much attention is 
| necessary to keep sufficient room 
| in the sections and yet get the 
¡greatest possible per cent of sec-
tions completed before the honey 
season is closed. Much attention 
is always required to regulate 

t swarming and at times during a 
i good season it is almost impossible 
for the man who has much other 
business on hand to control the 
swarming fever. 

To keep bees sufficiently crowd-
ed in the brood chamber for the 
rapid production of surplus in the 
sections, and not allow the bees to 
swarm is a problem that requires 
all the ingenuity that the specialist 
can muster—to say nothing of the 
man whose energies are divided. 

For extracted honey each hive 
should be provided with a second 
story, the same size as the first I 
story, and filled with extra wide! 
combs. When the honey flow is I 
over, the second story of each hive 
can be stored away and used for 
the same purpose in succeeding | 
years. As soon as the second story I 
becomes filled with honey it can 
be quickly extracted and the combs 
returned to their place above the 
brood nest. In this way all sur- I 
plus can be readily removed and at 
the same time the double hive, 
when not allowed to become filled I 
with honey, gives the colony ample 
room for work and hence does 
away with a large part of the 
swarming tendency. 

Thus with bees run for extract-
ed honey there is secured three of 
the principal drawbacks to bee 
keeping as an avocation, which | 
may be summed up as follows: 
first, ease and rapidity with which 
preparation can be made for the 
honey season; second, the small 
amount of work required to give 
the bees ample room during the 
honey flow; and third, the almost 
complete abolition of the swarming 
fever. These three requisites 
bring bee keeping into harmony 
with any other employment, 
and at the same time make it 
yield a handsome profit when a 
good season is at hand, and also 
what is almost as good requires no 
preparation a b u t little time 
when a poor season is in vogue. 

For several years we have found 
a ready market for all our extracted 
honey in the quantity at ten cents I 
per pound. Our comb honey has | 
been placed on the home market 
at prices ranging from twelve to 
eighteen cents. At these figures 
extracted honey pays best in our 
locality; and especially since our 
colonies run for comb honey often 
fail in poor seasons to produce a 
pound of first class honey, while 
the remaining colonies run for the 
extracted honey have never failed 
to produce a partial crop and 
usually a paying crop. 

It must be remembered that the 
race of bees and varying localities 
enter so largely into the combina-
tion that it is dangerous to lay 
down any rules by which we may 
solve the question, comb or ex-
tracted honey, which? 

Owosso. 

so by their growth the fertility of 
a soil may be actually increased. 
Millet is not a member of this class 
of plants and can carry to the soil 
nothing of special value as a fertiliz-
er but what it has taken from the soil 
during its period of growth. Clover, 
beans and peas turned in will in-
crease the fertility of soils after 
decomposition, but even these are 
worth much more fed to stock 
and the manure saved to apply to 
the land. 

I have no doubt that man could 
exist on the earth without the aid 
of farm stock, but at the present 
time and with existing ideas and 
habits, it is far better to encourage 
the keeping of all the profitable 
stock a farm will carry, and to feed 
all the fodder grown rather than 
turn it under for manure. There 
is a great amount of vegetation 
grown that man can not utilize as 
food till it has first been converted 
into animal food by the live stock 
of the country. The study of the 
farmer should be how best to util-
ize this material, Turning under 
is not the best way. -New Eng-
land Farmer. 

more, put in another essay. Com-
petitors may submit as many essays 
as they choose. 

Should you desire circulars for 
your friends, they will be sent on 
application. 

Address all communications on 
this subject to the American Jersey 
Cattle Club. No. 1 Broadway. New 
York, N. Y. 

Yours truly, 
R . A . SIBLEY, 

President. 
THE FARMER AND THE WEATHER 

BUREAU. 

PRIZE ESSAY. 

PLOWING IN GREEN CROPS. 

I am asked if I would advise sow-
ing Hungarian millet to be plowed 
in for fertilizing a field to be seeded 
to grass in September, and I can 
answer most decidedly that I would 
not. I have never had much faith 
in the economy of raising good 
fodder to be plowed in to enrich 
land. It is too expensive a fer-
tilizer. It is better to feed it 
first to profitable stock and then 
get two profits, one from the 
animals and another from the 
manure made while feeding. A 
crop of millet growing through the 
summer months will extract from 
the soil about all the available plant 
food the soil contains and cannot 
give it up to the succeeding crop 
till it has itself become thoroughly 
decomposed, which will not be in 
season to help the grass much this 
year. And if the grass fails to get 
a good start sown in September it 
might about as well not have been 
sown at all. 

Turning in green crops for ma-
nure is a popular practice in sec-
tions where wheat raising is the 
chief business of the farm and 
where a crop of wheat cannot be 
grown without manure of tener than 
once in two or three years. We 
are being taught now that clover 
and other plants producing root 
tubercles are capable of gathering 
nitrogen from the atmosphere and 

O F F I C E OF T H E AMERICAN J E R -
SEY C A T T L E C L U B , N o 1 BROAD-
WAY, N E W YOEK, JUNE, 1892.—Be-
lieving that the dissemination of 
reliable information regarding Jer-
sey cattle will be of great value, 
not only to all dairy owners, but 
also to every farmer and every milk 
and butter user in the land, the 
American Jersey Cattle Club has 
decided to offer fifty prizes for ac-
ceptable essays on Jersey cattle. In 
these days of keen competition the 
successful man must not only con-
sider cost but quality of product. It 
is claimed for the Jersey cow that she 
meets both of these requirements in 
the dairy better than any other 
breed, and that her real merits, 
even at the present time, are imper-
fectly understood. Consequently it 
is contended that many dairy far-
mers, from lack of knowledge as to 
cost of production and quality of 
product, are losing money that 
might be made if their present 
cattle were replaced with Jerseys. 

It is also believed to be a fact 
that in very many cases quality is 
sacrificed to quantity, and that milk 
and butter consumers, through 
lack of knowledge, are paying un-
reasonable prices, quality consid-
ered. 

At a meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the American Jersey 
Cattle Club, held May 4, 1892, it 
was directed that fifty prizes of $25 
each should be offered for accep-
table essays on Jersey cattle. This 
competition is to be governed by 
the following rules: 

1. SUBJECT, JERSEY C A T T L E . — 
Anything pertaining to their his-
tory, value, usefulness, care, treat-
ment, peculiarities of product, etc. 
It is desired that these essays 
shall cover as far as possible all 
the points on which present owners, 
intending buyers, persons who do 
not but who could profitably keep 
Jerseys, consumers of milk, butter, 
etc., would naturaly desire infor-
mation. 

2. SIZE.—No essay shall contain 
less than 600 nor more than 900 
words. 

3. TIME.—All essays must be 
submitted on or before September 
1,1892. They may be sent earlier, 
and the committee request as 
prompt attention as is practicable. 

4 . CONDITIONS.—All essays sub-
mitted are to be the property of 
the American Jersey Cattle Club, 
regardless of prizes. No essay will 
be awarded a prize unless it is con-
sidered by the Committee to merit 
publication. 

5. COMPETITORS.—Forty of the 
prizes are open to competition by 
men. Ten of the prizes are open 
to competition by women, and, in 
view of the great interest taken in 
Jersey cattle by women, it is con-
fidently expected that many will 
submit valuable essays. 

6 . AWARDS.— Prizes will be a-
warded and paid within sixty days 
after contest closes. 

7 . COMMITTEE.—Well known gen-
tlemen will act as judges in this 
competition. 

8 . SUGGESTIONS TO N E W W R I -
TERS.—Write plainly and only on 
one side of the paper. Write sim-
ply, just as you would talk. Don't 
criticise or attack other breeds. 
There is more of value to be said 
about the Jersey than can be put 
in any one essay. Don't try to 
cover too many points, take one 
part of the subject and make it 
complete. If you wish to write 

(From the July Centnry.) 

In the past, good reasons have 
rendered it impossible to make the 
weather service of very great value 
to the farmer. In the main its 
work has been the preparation of 
the familiar predictions, which 
have been made for large areas. 
At present the areas selected are 
single states. The predictions are 
made by an officer in Washington 
to whom observations are reported 
from a large number of stations 
situated in various parts of the 
country. He glances over these 
reports, noting the places where 
rain has fallen, and the network of 
temperatures and barometric press-
ure; sees how the conditions have 
been changing since the last pre-
dictions were made; and, perhaps 
with scarcely time to weigh the 
reasons for his conclusions, makes 
up his predictions in regard to the 
weather of the immediate future. 
He can give but a small amount of 
time—perhaps two —to 
each state. * * * * 
The work of forecasting the 
weather must be divided, and, in 
addition to the general predictions 
from Washington, we must have 
local predictions prepared by 
officers in charge of small districts. 
Such officers have already been 
appointed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, and their number will 
doubtless be increased when the 
usefulness of their work is shown. 
This however, can not be fully de-
monstrated until, by the cheapen-
ing of telegraph and telephone 
service, and by the extension of 
free mail delivery, effective means 
are found for carrying the predic-
tion to the farmer in time for his use. f 
The present work of the local ob- ru 
servers is of service in perfecting * 
their methods, and their forecasts 
are of great usefulness to the farm-
ers who can be reached; but their 
full value can never be realized un-
til it is possible to put them 
promptly into the hands of all the 
farmers who can use them. 

CLINTON POMONA. 

The Pomona Grange of Clinton 
County met with Yictor Grange 
June 8th', but owing to the con-
tinued wet weather farmers were 
busy with their corn, and there 
was not as large a number present 
as was expected. 

The welcome address was given 
by Mr. Oliver Freeman, and was 
very appropriate to the occasion 
and was responded to by Mr. J. 
W. Ennest. 

Mrs. O. A. Whitlock gave a 
very nice recitation in her usual 
good style. 

Mr. J. W. Ennest gave a paper 
on "The duty of the farmer to the 
road in front of his farm." He 
thought it was the duty of the 
farmer to keep the roadside in the 
best possible condition, the 
brush and weeds cut and the 
rubbish out of the road. He said 
you could tell who was the best 
farmer by the way he kept the 
roadside. 

Miss Millie Bloss played a very 
fine instrumental piece of music. 

J. W. Beckwith gave a paper on 
the question" Should aliens own 
property in the United States?" He 
said aliens bear none of the burdens 
of developing the country, but reap 
the benefits of the labors of the 
citizens, and in a case of war or riot 
cannot be compelled to help defend 
the property rights of the country, 
but they asked of the government 
what they were unwilling to give, 
viz: equal rights and equal re-
sponsibilities with no burdens. 

Mr. Freeman thought the alien, 
must pay their share of the taxes 
for building school houses and the 
support of the government, so let 
ihem come; the Yankee would take 
care of himself. 

Mrs. Henry Mulder gave a very 
fine reading. 

The Grange closed in due form, 
and all left for home thinking they 
were glad they came to Victor. 

O . L . BECKWITH, Lecturer. 


