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"It i s A l w a y s So." 
Across the meadow, with clover sweet. 
I wandered one evening with weary feet , 
For my heart was heavy with untold woe, 
For everything seemed to go wrong, yon know. 
'Twas one of those days whose cares and str i fe 
Quite overshadow the good in life. 

So, lone and sad, 'neath the twilight stars, 
I wandered down to the pas ture bars, 
T o the pasture bars, 'neath the hillside steep, 
Where patiently waited a flock of sheep 
For the happy boy, with whistle and shout . 
Who was even now coining to turn them out. 

"Good evening! " said he with boyish grace, 
And a smile lit up his handsome face. 
He let down the bars; then we both stepped back. 
And I said, "You have more white sheep than 

black." 
"Why, yes ," he replied, "and didn' t you know? 
More white than black; why, ' t is always so ." 

He soon passed on with his flock round the hill, 
But down by the pas ture I lingered still, 
Pondering well on the words of the lad, 
"More white than black," more good than bad. 
More joy than sorrow, more bliss than woe; 
"More white than black," and " 'tis always so ." 

And since that hour, when troubles r i fe 
Gather, and threaten to shroud my life— 
Or I see some soul on the downward track— 
I cry, there are more white sheep than black. 
And I thanked my God that I learned to know 
T h e blessed fact—it is always so. 

—Good Housekeeping. 

The Cordage Trust Appears to be 
Master of the Situation. 

C H I C A G O , March 12.—Charles 
M. Horton, of the Department 
of Just ice at Washington, has 
just returned f rom Mineapolis, 
Kansas City and St. Louis, where 
he has been investigating thel 
cordage trust. He went there 
to investigate a complaint tha t 
the state officials of Minnesota) 
were unable, by reason of the 
cordage trust 's manipulations, to 
procure machinery for making 
binding twine in the State Peni-
tent iary at Stillwater. He says 
he found the complaint well 
founded, tha t John Good, the 
New York manufacturer of bind-
ing twine machines, was in the 
power of the t rus t and could sell 
to no one outside of it. The state 
officials, balked in this direction, 
consulted the cordage t rus t and 
were informed that they could 
haye the machines if the state 
would give a bond of $200,000 to 
indemnify the t rust against loss 
by reason of the manufacture of 
twine in the penitentiary. So 
the state has been compelled to 
use an inferior, old style machine, 
making the output so small that 
it cannot affect the market. Mr. 
Horton says he cannot even learn 
the price charged for the twine 
by the trust . He declares it con-
trols the entire output of sisal 
and manilla, but has so guarded 
everything tha t he does not be-
lieve tha t sufficient evidence can 
be got to jus t i fy an indictment. 

Mr. Horton says tha t certain 
fac ts in regard to the alleged 
dressed-beef combine and the 
so-called biscuit t rus t have been 
laid before him and tha t he pro-
poses to investigate them. The 
charges against the "b ig three" 
packers, Armour, Swif t and Mor-
ris, are tha t they control the 
dressed beef business of the 
country, fix the price for cattle 
on the hoof and compel whole-
sale butchers to buy of them or 
go out of the business, by estab-
l ishing competing houses in their 
terr i tory. 

Spr ingbrook Farm, Williams-

j Binding Twine Trus t should have 
| the power to bind the great State 
j of Minnesota so as to render all 
action nugatory. 

j Then the beef combine, it 
seems, controls absolutely the 
grea t cattle raising industry. 
We farmers, in the clutches of 

I these gigantic and merciless mo-
j nopolies, are as helpless as in-
fants in swadling bands. And 
is there any help for us? NO 
wonder tha t northern and west- j 
ern farmers« as well as the en-; 
thralled cotton growers of thel 

| south are indignant, rushing with 
! inflamed minds and sore hearts I o u r e y e down the several columns 
I into all sorts of wild schemes and I candidates and place the X 
! political combinations to obtain before the names of our choice. 

we say of the nominees of such 
conventions? What of the laws 
enacted subsequently? Brothers, 
if you do not attend the pri-
maries, and govern them as you 
have the power to do, then never 
complain of bad representatives 
and bad laws; the logic is irresis-
table. When we come to vote 
let us do so intelligently and con-
sistently. Our present new mode I loons is exploded, no one has any 
of voting affords us an admirable i weather, either good or bad to 
opportunity for arranging our sell: the gambler would have a 
tickets, enclosed as we are in the clear field and unlimited 
booth; quietly, without fear, fa-1 tunities for the 
vor or affectation. Let us run ¡ talent. 

agitate this matter 
at once, political 

part ies wiill hardly disregard the 
wishes of the people. If we will 
move, others will join us, and the 
movement will become irresis-

gamble, let them exercise their jtible. The farmer fills a larger 
talent on something besides the j space in the eye of the shrewd 
necessaries of life; instead of | politician than ever before; and 
the rise and fall of grain let them I now is the time for action. A 
bet on the rise and fall of the 
tide, on fair and foul weather, 
by so doing they will harm no 
one. and may gra t i fy their pas-

few weeks more and it will be too 
late for this year. 

We should also take a lively in-
terest in the nomination and elec-

sion for gambling. Since the tion of Representatives. I t is of 
theory of producing rain by bal-

oppor-
exercise of his 

[ relief. Who can blame them? 
There are, and have been tyran-
nies all down the ages, as history 
shows. But thank God these 
tyrannies have been put down by 
a righteous and just people. By 
legislation in a peaceable manner 
they have been abated, or if that 
were not sufficient, a long suffer-
ing and oppressed people have 
arisen in the majesty of wrath, 
through fire and blood and revo-
lution, it may be, and swept tyrant 
and tyrannies f rom the face of 
the earth. 

Our Congress need reforming in 
the interest not only of farmers, 
but of all the many toilers of our 
common country. Manual labor 
is the " fad" in school and colle-
ges now days. Then let all who 

Now what does the bill pro-
pose? Every dealer who pro-
poses to sell what he has not got 
must first take out an annual li-
cense that will cost him one 
thousand dollars, and fur ther , he 
must pay five cents per pound 
on every pound of pork,* lard, 
bacon, etc., and twenty-five cents 

laws 
W e 

regard to ed-

We Pa t rons respect the 
and are a conservative folki 
have noble aims in 
ucation in its best sense. We 
would have the masses intelligent 
and self-reliant. We have ac-
complished much so far, but are 
we to remain in school forever? 
Is it not about time for action? 
If we are not mindful of our per-
sonal and political rights, and 
ready to maintain and defend 
them, all our culture will not save 
us f rom the greed of selfish and 
designing men, intrenched be-
hind the fortresses of monopoly. 
We Americans have always look-
ed to the ballot box as a means 
to obtain redress of grievances. 
But the ballot box is no longer 
the palladium of our r ights and 
liberties. Voting is a mere form. 
Modern caucuses, conventions, 
wire-pulling, and machine men. 
rob the ballot of the significance 
once attached to it. In this re-
public the politician rules the 
people. There is no real effec-
tive freedom of choice. Whole 
states are ruled by a few trained 
wire-pullers. I blush with shame 
when I read in the newspapers 
tha t Senator so-in-so's private 
secretary has gone to Michigan 
to fix things up for the coming 
campaign; tha t a Quay or a Hill 
carries their respective states in 
their breeches pocket. What a 
comment on the election fran-
chise. But why dwell upon it? 
We know it is. I believe there 
is a remedy—a peaceful one—for 
all this if our people were only 
wise and patriotic enough to 
adopt it. In the first place let 
every farmer ge t rid of the in-
cubus of blind par ty thralldom; 
let him shake himself and be 
free; let him then upon the altar 
of his country swear, with patri-
otic fervor tha t he will t ry to act 
the par t of an intelligent free-
man; let him resolve to attend 
all pa r ty caucuses, and when 
there bravely fight for the nomi-
nation of good and t rue men. 
These pr imary conventions, these 
meetings of undelegated yeoman-
ry are most important of all; 
most of the evils we complain of 
have their bir th in these pr imary 
caucuses; they are fountains 
wherein flow the streems tha t go 

work with their hands have a fair] per bushel on every bushel of 
chance. The Constitution of the | grain. Fa rmers should take hold 

of this mat ter and see tha t it is 
pushed through Congress. A 

United States acknowledges our 
r ights to liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness on our farms, in 
our homes. Let us seft to it that 
the Constitution is preserved in-
violate! L e t u s b e m e n ! When 
all peaceful remedies fail let us 
t ry something else, ¿ ^ e must! 
W o w i l l ! - i r - - — 

i ours truly, 
T. H. F . 

The Washburn-Hatch Bill. 
ED. VISITOR:—The above bill 

now pending in Congress, is one 
in which every fa rmer is deeply 
interested or should be, as it ap-
peals directly to his pocket, and 
that is where the average man, 
be he farmer or grain gambler, 
is most easily touched. Appeal 
to a woman's heart, but to a man's 
pocket and you will strike the 
r ight key note ninety-nine times 
in a hundred. 

The American Agriculturist es-
timates that the transactions of 
the grain gamblers in fictious 
products, have tended to lower 
prices on the crops of 1891 to the 
extent of $200,000,000, which 
means tha t the producer received 
just that much less for his labor 
than he would if the prices had 
not been depressed by the sales 
of unlimited quantities of grain 
that had no existence except in 
the imagination of the gambler, 
and not even there, for not even 
the ferti le imagination of the 
"shor t seller" could bear such a 
strain as to suppose the country 
contained the amount of grain 
he offers. The only object the 
"bear" has is to keep the prices 
down by large sales tha t create 
the impression tha t the market 
it glutted, and the supply in ex-
cess of the demand, so tha t the 
producer par t s with his gra in un-
der the impression tha t there is 
no hope in an advance, which is 
just what the gambler expected 
he would do. 

When the bulk of the harvest 
has passed beyond the control 
of the producer, then comes the 
chance of the grain gambler; 
he can force the price up jus t as 
he pleases, and there is not 
enough grain in the hands of the 
farmer to make any appreciable 
effect on the market . The price 
is forced up and the consumer 
pays the bills tha t go to swell 
the plethoric pocket of the gamb-
ler; thus the consumer pays a 
large price and the producer gets 
a small one; the difference goes 
to the shark who produces noth-
ing and sells more than is pro. 

personal letter to their Senator 
and Representative reminding 
them tha t they are expected to 
work for those who put them in 
office, will be one good move; 
another is to drop a postal to the 
American _) Agriculturist , New 
io rk , asking for petutons, neip, 
etc., and when the petitions come 
get as many names as possible to 
be forwarded to your Senator. 
Af ter he has looked over a few 
bushels of such let ters and peti-
tions, he will begin to consider 
whether he had better commit 
suicide (political) or do his level 
best to get that bill through Con-
gress in the shortest time On re-
cord. The farmer scorns bribery, 
in fact, a f te r being fleeced as he 
has for the past few years, he 
has no ext ra cash to "pu t up," 
but the men whose occupation is 
threatened by the bill will have 
no scruples in the matter, but 
will work early and late, in day-
light and darkness to defeat the 
bill, hence it behooves the farmer 
to be up and doing. A. L. 

Office of Master, National 
Grange Pa t rons of Husbandry. 
Delta, Ohio, March 21, 1892, To 
the Members of the Order of 
Pa t rons of Husbandry: The 
Nat ional State, Pomona and Sub-
ordinate Granges of our country 
have repeatedly indorsed the 
policy of electing United States 
Senators by a direct vote of the 
people. The Amendment pro-
viding for it, will be submitted 
to the various State legislatures 
in the near future, and be ratified 
by those bodies, if the people do 
their duty. 

But why wait for this change 
in the Constitution! We need 
this reform now! The people 
should have more live men in the 
Senate, who are in close touch 
with them. There are several 
members of that bod y, who should 
be retired to enjoy the wealth 
which was the means of 
their elevation to an important 
position, for which they had no 
especial fitness. 

These men never would have 
been chosen by popular vote. We 
should do the next best th ing to 
a direct vote under an amended 
Constitution, which is to insist 
upon the nomination of candidates 
for United State Senator, in 
States which will elect th is year, 
by the various political par t ies 
with which our members are con-
nected. 

no use to petition to men who 
turn a deaf ear to our cries. 
Nominate friendly men in your 
par ty conventions. Electfr iendly 
men at the polls, and then ail 
your reasonable demands will be 
granted. Retire every "People-
be-damned" man, in convention 
if you can. at the polls if you fail 
in convention. Ballots are even 
more effective than bullets. If 
the people fail to make proper 
use of the former, the time may 

be 
of 
of 

[come when the latter must 
used to "Keep the Jewel 
Liberty in the Family 
Freedom." 

No more important campaign 
was ever entered upon by a 
patriotic people, than the one 
just before us. The people must 
learn to distinguish between 
sound argument and sophistry. 
They must not mistake the rail-
ing of the demagogue for the 
inspired eloquence of the t rue 
pr t r iot and honest citizen. No 
<»*.<it»jy or ccjnfiji.icution ' ha s done 
more to qualify farmers to make 
wise use of their political power, 
than that of the Pa t rons of 
Husbandry. We are proud of 
our past, intensly earnest at the 
present, very hopeful of the 
future. Fraternal ly yours, 

J . H . B K I G H A M . 

The United States Senate 
shows a willingness to act in 
favor of providing for the elec-
tion of senators by the direct 
vote of the people- The senate 
committee, to whom the matter 
was referred, promptly agreed 
upon the following amendment 
to the constitution: 

"Tha t the Senate of the United 
States shall be composed of two 
senators from each state, who 
shall be chosen by a direct vote 
of the people of the several 
states for six years; and the elec-
tors in each state shall have the 
qualifications requisite for elec-
tors of the most numerous branch 
of the siate legislature, and each 
senator shall have one vote. If 
vacancies happen, by resignation 
or otherwise, the executive 
thereof may make temporary ap-
pointments until the next general 
election in such state for mem-
bers of the house of representa-
tives in congress, 
vacancies shall be 
direct vote of the 
aforesaid." 

Af te r the amendment has been 
proposed by congress by a two 
thirds vote, i t must be ratified by 
the legislatures of three four ths 
of the states. This will necessari-
ly take some time, but as there 
is already a s t rong public senti-
ment in favor of the amendment, 
it may be an accomplished fact 
within a year. 

when such 
filled by a 
people, as 

We have been shown the Os-
good Farm Scale, advertised by 
J . C. Gould in another column, 
and have seen it tested. So f a r 
as we could determine, it is equal 
to any of the fa rm scales, and is 
offered so reasonable tha t every 
fa rmer who sells stock can offord 
to have one and sell by his own 
weights, instead of by such as are 
furnished him by dealers. 

Y. Y 



T H E G H ^ n S T O E V I S I T O R . 

Breaking Colts. 
Many who claim to be familiar 

with the business of breaking 
colts neither understand the na-
ture of the colt nor the art of 
subduing and training them. A 
colt is a highly sensitive animal 
possessing more intelligence than 
he is given credit for, quick to 
learn, having a memory of cer-
tain things which goes beyond 
that in the human family, with 
an intuitive knowledge which can 
neither be explained nor under-
stood. A coarse, rouj 
knows next to nothin 

Secretary of the Ohio State Board 
of Agriculture, af ter mentioning ! 
some difficulties in arranging or 
prescribing a rotation of crops 
suited to every locality, said: 
The kind and success of rotations 

To the Farmers. 
You are aware no doubt that I 

we are the only reliable Agricul-
tural Implement Company that 
has come to the f ront and adver-
tised broad-cast that we would 

prices. And that, it is claimed, 
is unjust to those who raise the 
grain. 

Respecting the other matter, it 
is claimed that it is wrong to put 

j A . , t „ | , H I - - up a compound of lard and cot-
depends not only on the climate j deal direct with the farmers and : ton-seed oil and label it "mire 
and soil but on the market and j their organizations and lived up ! lard." It is insisted also that 
labor at one s command. There | to our promise in every respect, | such dishonest are two chief and general reasons 
why rotation of crops is neces-
sary. First , for the preserva-
tion of the soil. Second, for the 
sake of economy. Removal of 

h man who crops takes from the farm nitro-
C of human ! gen, phosphoric acid and potash. 

and the methods make it 

nature and less than that of the! Butter is the only product which 
horse is no more fit to have the 
handling of colts than one whose 
education is acquired in the street 
and bar-room is fit to take charge 
of a district school. 

A neighbor has a colt that is 
old enough for light business and 
he wants him broken. He in-
vites his neighbors to help him 
harness and drive his colt. I t is 
brought out. but having had no 
previous handling is all excited, 
trembling in every nerve. Noth-
ing is done to give the poor thing 
the least intimation of what is 
wanted of him. Three or four 
stout men hold him by the head 
while others are t rying to put on 
the harness; he is spoken to 
roughly, his ears cuffed for shak-
ing his head; the struggle goes 
on until the colt is attached 
the vehicle and now the supreme 
moment has arrived, and in spite 
of the efforts of all these men 
the colt rears and starts off. hav 
ing things about his own way, 
leaving the trainers first and 
then the wagon far in the rear 
and all exclaim. "Tha t is a terri-
ble colt to break." This is not 
fiction but fact. A colt that 
would not resist such treatment 
would, not be worth breaking. 

Before touching your colt have 
your plans formed and a knowl-
edge of the general characteris-
tics of the colt to be handled. 
He is fearful of being hurt , and 
must be managed accordingly. 
As a general thing it may be said 
that he will do what is wanted of 
him as soon as he is made to 
know what that is. Another es 
sential thing is that whatever im 
pressions are made on the brain 
of a colt are almost unerasable 

fchono^"1 w a - i t t o n f i n : t a b l o c 
stone and hence the importance 
of making the r ight impressions, 
for r ight or wrong he will carry 
them for a long time. To eradi-
cate a bad habit formed in break-
ing is a difficult task; s tar t wrong 
and the chances are ten to one 
that your colt will have tricks 
that will render him an unsafe 
horse; s tar t r ight and the battle 
is fought. If a colt kicks the 
first time you at tempt to harness 
him he will be very liable to t ry 
it the next time that you come 
near him with a harness. If he 
jumps out of the shaf ts the first 
time that you draw them up be-
hind him you may expect that he 
will make the same at tempt 
again. If he tuns back when 
you tell him to go, you may ex-
pect he will t ry the same game 
when you bid him go again. If 
he turns with you on the road 
the first time that you s tar t him 
he will do it, or t ry to, whenever 
objects ahead do not suit him. 
If he finds that he can master 
you once, just so true as he be-
longs to the equine race he will 
make the at tempt again, but 
make him think you are his 
master and that you can handle 
him as you please, and your colt 
is broken, and all that you will 
have to guard against in the fu-
ture will be yourself. 

Do not a t tempt too much at 
one time, advance carefully and 
slowly step by step. Do not ask 
a colt to draw you before he has 
been bitted and taught to rein; 
as well demand of a child the so-
lution of a mathematical problem 
before he has learned to make 
figures as to expect a colt to 
drive like a trained horse before 
he has had the necessary prelim-
inary training. Commence at 
the very beginning; the word 
"whoa," is the first letter in the 
alphabet of a colt's education; 
how to make him understand th^s, 
how to make him know that you 
are both his fr iend and master, 
in short, how to give him that 
t raining which is implied in the 
word ' ,break."—L. W. Smith, in 
N. E. Farmer . 

does not deplete the soil. Reck 
less farming in time reduces good 
soil below the point of profitable 
production; yet it is practically 
inexhaustible, since an acre to 
the depth of one foot contains 
say 8.000 lbs of nitrogen, 15,000 
lbs of phosphoric acid and 12,-
000 lbs of potash. A twenty 
bushel wheat croptakesoff nitro-
gen 30 pounds, phosphoric acid, 
say 15 pounds, potash about 18j 
pounds. If we take off both 
straw and grain it will take 266 
years to remove the nitrogen; 
1,003 years to remove all the 
phosphoric acid, and 609 years to 
remove all the potash. Commer-
cial fertilizers are a poor depend-
ence for keeping up fertility. 
They can only feed the crop in 

to | part aud are to be used in stor-
ing up fertility for fu ture crops. 
Fertili ty is constantly being un-
locked by chemical action, by 
f ros t and moisture. Nitrification 
is the most important chemical 
operation in nature, without 
which we cannot conceive of con-
tinued fertility. The conditions 
favoring nitrification are: 1st, a 
porous soil; 2d. warmth, as nitri-
fication is dormant at forty-two 
degrees and most active when 
warm enough to decay meat and 
vegetables; 3d, moisture in reg-
ular and moderate supply. Clo-
ver and grasses shade the soil, 
retain moisture, render it porous 
and favor nitrification while fill-
ing in vegetable matter. Nature 
rotates crops. When the forests 
of oak and hickory have been 
removed a thick growth of ever-
greens appears, In New E n g 
land, where white pine forests 
have been removed, maple, chest 
ii at ana oak have sprung up. A 
similar rotation is found in tim-
othy meadows, followed by blue 
grass. Besides a general, there 
is a special depletion by each 
variety of crops. As each crop 
has special wants, we increase 
crops by a change, but chemis-
try has not been able to tell us 
why. A change of variety of 
feed is needed for animals, but 
so long as the rotation is balanced, 
chemistry can not tell us why the 
changes are beneficial. P lants 
vary in power to appropriate 
food. Clover, we say, has a high 
power to gather nitrogen, while 
wheat has a low power, hence 
clover precedes wheat well. 
Wheat grows mostly in cool 
weather when nitrification is 
slow or dormant; hence the soil 
for wheat must be rich in nitro-
gen. On the other hand, corn 
grows wholly in warm weather, 
hence needs less nitrogen to 
make a crop. Plants have favor-
ites in plant food. Wheat, for 
example, takes 11 pounds of pot-
ash to every 3} of phosphoric 

protection in his 

and 

the cost of the additional manure 
must be added to the cost of the 
crop. 

This is the case with all crops. 
If. by an application of fifteen 
dollars' worth of fertilizer to one 
acre. I can raise forty dollars 
worth of potatoes at a cost, 
which will allow a fair per cent, 
of profit and the next can ge t 
twenty dollars worth of grain 
from the same land without more 
manure, it is evident tha t the 
plant food in the grain crop can 
not honestly be added to its cost 
for it is a f ree g i f t of the soil. 

» 
- r 

only company that has impossible for those who offer 
cut loose from the trade and > for sale the pure article to o-et a 
stood right by you. j reasonable price for it. Then 

Your purchasing agents have • too, it is urged that the consumer-
tried to contract with other re-1 has a right to 
liable manufacturers but have I buying, 
failed to interest them. And j Mr. C. goes to his grocer 
manufacturers who agreed to i asks for a can of Dure lard Tht> I tm™ • , , . , 
join us in the movement, backed j grocer takes from his shelf th® g r a m h a S l e f t t h e SOlL 

out and even refused to let us 
sell their goods to farmers direct, 
claiming that the farmers would 
not stand by them, were not or-
ganized on a business basis, and 
no one had any authority to pur-
chase goods in quantities, which 
we have found to be stubborn 
facts. Yet we had confidence 
that as it wa3 to the farmers ' in-
terest, they would certainly meet 
us half way. We are in receipt 
of letters from farmers ' s tat ing 
that they could buy as cheap of 
the dealers as they could of us. 
Yet they admit that our tools are 
superior to anything in the mar-
ket. and that the dealers are 
slashing prices and, upon invest-
igation, we find that farmers have 
used our prices to beat down the 
dealer. Is this right? Can you 

is sneJt a can 
and shows it to Mr. C. The 
brand is there and no mistake— 
P U K E L A K D . The grocer buys 
it as such and sells it as such: 
if it is a compound of cotton-seed 
oil and the fa t of hogs, how can 
the consumer know? He cannot 
know. The retailer may know 
and he may not. Some years 
ago the writer came across some 
circulars of a certain white lead 
works. In one of these it was 
explained that the words "pure 
white lead," which appeared on 
the can. were to be understood 
by dealers as the trade-mark; that 
the cans so marked did not con-
tain pure white lead. The pure 
article was branded "strictly 
pure." Now, it is impossible 
that the confidential circulars 
sent to the retailers of packin 

expect us to stand by you and be ! house lard explain that the word 
treated in this way? If those I "pure" does not mean pure: it is 
who deal directly with you draw j only a trade mark. But how can 
out of the field, where is your the consumer know this? He 
lever to get low prices? You 'cannot know it; and it is the in 
have none. And you will be like I tention that he shall be deceived 
a pump without a handle, with 
plenty of water in the well and 
no power to raise it. 

Dealers have made the remark 
that by cutting prices they would 
get the farmers ' trade and would 
freeze us out. and then they would 
be in a position to dictate terms, 
which you know is true. And 

The brand is a lie, and they are 
liars who so brand their goods. 
Every can of lard which is labeled 
"pure" when it is not pure, 
brands as a liar the person re-
sponsible for its being there to 
proclaim an untruth. The con-
sumer of food-stuffs has a r ight 
to know the composition and 

pounds 

W h y Rotate Crops? 
In a lecture before the Agri-

cultural Department of the Ohio 
Sta te University, L. N. Bonham, 

acid. Potatoes take 
of potash to one pound of 
phoric acid. Leaves of plants 
take from the atmosphere, more 
than half the weight of the plant. 
This power varies, and broad 
leaf should follow narrow leaf in 
rotation. P lants take food only 
in soluble or gaseous form. I t is 
a wise arrangement that soil does 
not dissolve as freely as sugar 
or salt, or one soaking rain would 
ruin us. St i rr ing the soil favors 
disintegration, hence plowed or 
hoed crops should follow grasses. 
Grasses are conservers of soil 
and prevent washing and leach-
ing. Rotation checks some kinds 
of insect ravages and fungi. The 
corn root worm does not feed on 
clover roots. The clover root 
borer does not bore corn roots or 
roots of wheat, oats, etc. The 
smut of wheat does not attack 
corn, etc. Growing a variety of 
crops in intelligent or scientific 
rotation is good economy. I t 
divides the labor of the year, re-
duces the number of teams re-
quired, and gives regular employ-
ment the year round. Growing 
one crop only, tends to dwarf 
men as well as to impoverish the 
soil. 

while we are not very easy to j quality of the article he buys 
freeze out. yet we are not doing 
business for glory, and unless 
the farmers and their organiza-
tion stands by us, and live up to 
the promise made if we would 
deal direct with them, we will be 
compelled^ to do business on a 
differed haVsis. 

We hifoS spent a good deal of 
time and money this season in 
shipping samples to the differ-
ent organizations and we have 
fully satisfied all whom we have 
shipped tools to that our goods 

ys. 
[ He has a right to eat cotton-seed 
oil if he wants it; and if he wants 
lard to shorten his pie-crust, 
there is no reasonable reason why 
he should have to use an unknown 
compound simply because some 
men are dishonest and over-hasty 
in their efforts/to get rich. Those 
who are asking for the passage 
by Congress of a pure food bill 
are not asking that men shall not 
be allowed to eat oleomargarine, 
cotton-seed oil, or any mixture of 
these and other materials that 

are superior to anything in the they may want; but they do ask 
market. Your purchasing agents j that pure lard shall be sold 
have given these tools a thorough 
and practical test and state that 
it is with pride that they recom-
mend them to the farmers. 

Schemes, we have none to offer. 
If a dealer or a jober wishes to 
buy goods at a discount below 
the regular prices, he makes 
quantity an object and the price 
is governed by the quantity pur-
chased. And what will hold 
good with the dealers and job-
bers will hold good with the 
farmers. But in order to accom-
plish. this you have got to be or-
ganized on a business basis. 
Each Grange should ascertain 
how many tools will be wanted 
by its members, make an order 
for the number required which 

as 
pure lard, and that all other arti-
cles that men may or must eat 
shall be honestly labeled—labeled 
according to their composition. 
The consumer has a r ight to this 
information, and he should insist 
on having it.—Fancier and Farm 
Herald. 

The Cost of Crops. 
There is one important point 

often overlooked in discussing 
the cost of farm crops. That 
crops show by analysis that they 
contain a certain amount of plant 
food is no reason why that full 
amount should be included in the 
cost of the crop. Nature has a 
certain amount of power which 
is ever used to man's advantage. 

in as good condition as it was be-
fore planting. I have a clear gain 
from the land of the elements of 
plant food contained in the grain 
crop; if the land is not in as 
good condition, the amount of 
manure necessary to put it in 
that condition must be charged 
to the grain crop; if it is in bet ter 
condition I have a still grea ter 
gain. In finding the cost of any 
crop we can only reckon interest, 
taxes, labor and the cost of fer-
tilizer necessary to keep the soil 
up to its present condition of 
fertility. Nature, through the soil, 
gives us the rest.—E. C. Dow, in 
Maine Farmer. 

will enable you to get liberal dis- | If a ton of hay will grow upon an 
counts, and it will surprise you | acre of meadow land each year 
to see how cheap you can buy j without the addition of any plant 
goods when you do business on! food by the hand of man, such 
business principles. j hay will cost only the work of 

Having placed the situation j harvesting, plus interest and 
squarely before you, and hoping ' taxes on the land. The hay it-
that you will give us a liberal j self may contain three dollars 
trade this fall, as we wish to deal I worth of nitrogen, phosphoric 
with you and see the movement I acid and po tash i jmore or less 
a success, we remain 

Very truly yours, 
W H I P P L E H A R R O W 

[ owing to the quality of the hay 
I yet that amount cannot be added 

Co. I to the cost of the crop, for dame 
— | Nature has freely given it all 
Pure Lard. j In the production of unland 

Every farmer in the country | grasses, the same principle holds 
has an interest, whether he knows | true. If by an application of $20 
it or not, in at least two bills now I worth of fertilizer, a farmer can 
before Congress. The one is the I produce a crop of oats worth $30, 
Anti-Option bill, the other, the j he has got pay for his work and 
Pure Food bill. The first pro-! a balance as profit. Now if the 
poses to prohibit the grain spec-1 same acre of land will produce 
ulators selling for fu ture deliv- four tons of hay in the next four 
ery the crops which the farmers J years without any additional 
have not harvested and the grain j manure, you can see at a glance 
they have in their bins. The {that such hay costs simply the 
second asks that it shall be a I work of cutting, plus interest and 
punishable crime to brand or sell I taxes; yet the hay will, according 
food compounds for what they I to analysis, contain from $6 to $7 
are not. I t is held tha t it is i worth " of plant food. If the 
wrong for Chicago dealers to sell j above amount of fertilizer will 

continue to do this, then the 
practice may be carried on in-
definitely; if more fertilizer be 
needed to keep the land up to its 
present producing capacity, then 

«-» — — o — ~ — 
the wheat crop of the country be 
fore it is harvested. I t is claimed 
also by those who are opposed to 
this sort of business that it has a 
very decided tendency to depress 

In Favor of the Washbui n Option 
Bill. 

The following gentlemen ap-
peared before the committee and 
made arguments in advocacy of 
the proposed legislation: Mr. C. 
Wood Davis, a practical f a rmer 
of Wichita, Kan., who has every 
dollar of his possession invested 
in farm property; Mr. John 
Whittaker, a pork packer a t 
Wichita, Kan., and Eas t St. 
Louis, 111. Mr. Whit taker s rea-
son for desiring the abolition of 
fictitious dealings in farm and 
hog products is. that it destroys 
all confidence, annuls the laws of 
supply and demand and compels 
packers to pay less than the pork 
products are worth in order to 
make allowance for the down-
ward tendency in prices induced 
by wind selling. He says that 
pork packers invariably make 
more money when hogs sell at 
the highest prices. Mr. H. Mat-
tullath, a publisher of a paper at 
Minneapolis. Minn., devoted to 
farm interests and economic 
questions, and who is not a 
broker and never has been one; ' 
Mr. Herbert Myrick, of Spring-
field, Mass., manager of four 
farm journals devoted purely to 
agricultural interests; Mr. W. P. 
Howard, of St. Louis, a member 
of the Merchants' Exchange, a 
commission dealer driven from 
business by the fictitious dealings 
in agricultural products; Dr. C. 
W. McCune, secretary of the Na-
tional Farmers ' Alliance and pub-
lisher of the "National Econo- v 
mist," who never was a broker; 
Col. J . H. Brigham, of Ohio, 
Master of the National Grange, 
a practical farmer, and never 
bought and sold an option or fu-
ture in his life; Mr. Leonard 
Rhone, of Pennsylvania, member , 
of the Executive Committee of 
the National Grange, a practical 
farmer, who never delt in options 
or fu ture in his life; Mr. Charles 
A. Pillsbury, of Minneapolis, a 
miller who does the largest bus-
iness of the kind in the world, is 
not a broker, but makes most of » 
his money when wheat is steadi-
ly high and f ree from fluctua-
tions; Mr. B. F. Gilford, a far-
mer of Kankakee, 111., who last 
year raised 200,000 bushels of 
corn, and never deals in fu ture 
and options; Judge Wilbur F. y 
Boyle, of St. Louis, attorney, 
present by authority and repre-
senting the Farmers ' Alliance of 
Iowa. 

Thre have also been filed with 
the committee already, and they 
are pouring in at an increasing 
rate, 200 petitions for the pro-
posed law, signed by more than 
6,000 farmers. Joint and con-
current resolutions passed by 
several States are on file favor-
ing the legislation, resolutions 
indorsing it from the National * 
Farmers ' Congress, as well as 
f rom a number of State Granges. 
In addition, there are before the 
committee several hundred priv-
ate letters from intelligent farm-
ers in nearly eveay State in the 
Union. ^ 
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We shall be glad at anyt ime to 
send bundles of Visitors to the 
address of any wishing them for 
distribution. 


