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Faults and Difficulties of the 

Farmer. 

Paper read before Hillsdale Pomona Grange by i 
a member. 

The farmer is liable to all the | 
faults common to humanity; buti 
in reality, with few exceptions 
perhaps, he is more free from1 

them than any other class on! 
earth. The morality and intelli-
gence of the farmer is the stabil-1 
ity of the government, and go far j 
to counteract the demoralizing! 
influence of the social shams, I 
conventionalities and reeking pol-1 
lution of city life. A great major-1 
ity of those in all departments of I 
our government who are at all j 
conspicuous are from rural life. I 
Generation after generation this I 
supply is kept up from the farm,! 
and it is only because the farm j 
can endure this continual strain! 
that it is possible for our govern- ! 

ment to endure. 

L i fe continually shut away from j 
the country appears to bis des- j 
tructive of all true greatness. 
The second or third generation ' 
of such, as a rule, are never! 
heard from. They have more 
than likely degenerated into a! 
race of simpering dudes. Blood j 
will thus soon run out. There is 
not a crowned head in Europe 
to-day conspicuous for anyth ing! 
but a title, and that has to be! 
continually propped up with a | 
bayonet. 

As far as faults in moral and; 
industrial life are concerned, they i 
are well pointed out or inferred I 
in the teachings of our ritual. I ts 
instructions should be carefully 
regarded, as nowhere outside of | 
inspiration is the ideal more per-
fect. Is our fault in the unwar-
ranted indulgence of our appe-1 
tite? " B i temperate in eating | 
and dr ink ing . " Is it in excessive 
toil? " B e temperate in work." 
Is it in indolence? " Be temper-
ate in recreation." Is it in being 
slovenly in work? " whatsoever 
you do, strive to do well." Is it 
in excessive or improper lan-
guage?" "Be temperate." Do we 
th ink labor degrading? " A d d 
dignity to labor." Is our fault in 
careless or wil l ful ignorance ? 
"Search for knowledge and keep 
the mind br ight by deep think- j 
ing and active use." Are we j 
harsh in our treatment of others? i 
"Cor rec t tenderly with the 
smooth edge of affection." Are i 
we uncharitable? " Gather up j 
the memoirs of others' virtues 
and pass by their faults in pity. 
Our Father above hath borne 
with our many and often flagrant 
sins through a whole l ife." Are 
we avaricious ? " Feed the hun-
gry and help the fatherless and 
the widow." Are we given to 
dishonesty ? " B e honest; be 
just . " Are there any other vices 
to which we are subject? "Keep 
yourself unspotted from the 
world ." 

Whi le the Grange is not a reli-
gions organization, yet we see it 
is not a godless organization. 
Whi le the possession of all these 
virtues is not the test of fellow-
ship, yet the Grange is a school 
in which these are to be taught 
and practiced. Do we lack these 
virtues ? Then let us acquire 

them and be good grangers. 
I have but little to say about 

faults in agriculture. There are 
but few who do not already know 
a great deal better than they are 
able to do or would like to do un-
der the circumstances. I t is as 
true now as in the days of Solo-
mon that " the destruction of the 
poor is his poverty." He is al-
ways laboring under disadvant-
ages. There would soon be a 
wonderful change for the better 
in all departments of agriculture 
if the farmer was able to make 
it. And it is not the part of hon-
or to upbraid the cripple because 
he does not run faster or better. 
The great fault which stands in 
the way of his prosperity does 
not lie here. He has done well 
to feed and clothe the world. I t 
is not in his not knowing how to 
produce better, but in his not 
knowing how to sell well—always 
being a silent spectator while 
others place the price both upon 
his commodity and on that which 
he gets in exchange, and in 
al lowing middle-men to play with 
his profits. Bu t now, when self-
preservation compels h im to 
stand up in his own defense and 
for his own rights, the absorbers 
of wealth have became alarmed 
and are unstinted in their invec-
tives and denunciations of farm-
ers'organizations, I t is "combi-
nation." "monopoly , " "conspira-
cy" and "communism." I t is re-
markable that these same indi-
viduals "never saw any harm in 
them before. Wha t a difference 
it does make whose ox it is that 
is being gored. Every body but 
the farmer has the r ight to fix 
the price on his product, but this 
is to be regulated by the law of 
supply and demand. We need not 
bother ourselves about the price 
of our products. The Boards of 
Trade know all about the supply 
and what the demand will be, 
and they will fix the price for us. 
Combination cheapens produc-
tion, lessens competition, and 
keeps things running smoothly, 
you know. How fortunate we 
are! But we have learned a les-
son, have seen the strength there 
is in organization, and know 
something of its abuses. And we 
see ahead of us the possibility of 
an organized power greater than 
all, and to utilize this is our only 
way out — our only alternative. 
And to consummate such an or-
ganization is the work of to-day. 
The only question is as to time 
and purpose. I t should come 
soon. I t should be in the inter-
est of equality, justice and hu-
manity. The difficulties in the 
way of such an organization are 
the long established customs, 
habits and prejudices of the agri-
cultural class. I t requires edu-
cation and discipline to effect a 
reform; and this is the work of 
the philanthropist and reformer, 
and of necessity requires great 
patience and time. To educate 
the masses of the people into 
financiers, political economists, 
legislators and statesmen, and to 
organize them, is not the work of 
a day. Because it is a slow work, 
many a reformer has given it up 
as an utterly hopeless task, turn-
ed away in disgust, and conclud-
ed, as one expressed it, that the 
working people liked to be hum-
bugged, robbed and ruled, and 
liked the men who humbugged, 
robbed and ruled them. When 
he did not know it he was wil l ing 
to labor and, if need be, suffer 
for them; but now that he knew 
it, he was not. But these are 
mistaken conclusions. 

The people are not ful ly alive 
to their true condition, and look 
with distrust on untried measures 

land unknown leaders. Bu t 's is 
l ttie old. old story. Moses ';aw 
his brethren oppressed, and t- few | 
an Egypt ian task master in f ie i r i 
defense; and the next day he .;vas! 
upbraided by one of his own ? eo-
ple for his act of k indnegy in 
their behal f. and was obliged • to 1 

llee for his life and remai. an j 
exile for forty years, wh i levhe ' 
oppression of his people wontj 
on. And then it took forty years j 
more to br ing them to the prom- j 
ised land. He supposed that his 
brethren would have known at 
first his object, appreciate lis 
kindness, and see in him a deiiv- [ 
erer; but they were blind to ,11. 
and all along through the wilt^jr-
ness were a continual sourcf. of 
anxiety and vexation, unt i r^us 
patience was utterly exhai 'ved 
and, breaking down under l i e 
strain, he committed that rash j 
act for which he was permitted 
never to enter the promised land, 
but died in full signt on lontly 
Nebo. is 

Human nature is the same x>-
day, but years and ages have 
changed the conditions. The 
world moves faster now. The 
Grange—our Moses — has come; 
and with our Moses is Miriam, 
with her timbrel, her inspiration 
and song. And can't we see in 
other organizations our Aaron, 
Joshua and Caleb—leaders of if h 
mighty host, and in ProvidenV • 
the presence of a God with^-Tf 
And. while the sea opens bef 

ms, the commanc^0 ^ígjk t to m< íat 
of forward. Already v e begin 

catch glimpses of the promis3"d 
land, and while our Moses goes 
up to the mountain for the Law, 
let us beware of the Golden 
Calf. 

But how can fanners better 
fraternize? By unit ing with the 
Grange—in its line one of the 
most perfect systems of frater-
nizing that was ever devised; one 
that takes in every feature of ag-
riculture, and as far as possible 
makes provision for a union of 
interest and action. 

But how apt we are to regard 
the moral precepts as simply a 
form, without having any partic-
ular weight or force; yet in them 
there is a remedy for all dissen-
sions. And I am far from believ-
ing that our leaders put 
those beautiful precepts there 
not designing them for practical 
use. Let us teach and practice 
them more perfectly. 

How shall we keep up the in-
terest in the Grange? By con-
forming as nearly as possible in 
our associations to that of a 
model household. Avoid fault-
finding, always be pleasant and 
hopeful, and strive to have all 
your surroundings pleasant andl 
agreeable. Strive to take morel 
interest in each other's prosperi-
ty and welfare. As much as pos-
sible buy together and sell to-
gether. Now and then make a 
feast for the whole household, 
and see that Mary and John and 
all their children are there. A l l 
eating together has a wonder-
fully harmonizing and ' pleasing 
effect. I t costs a little of some-
thing, but no expenditure brings 
a surer or better return. Have 
music—all you can of it; and es-
pecially have congregational 
singing. Get the whole Grange 
to sing if you can. No cross and 
sour nature can stand before it. 
A Grange that is full of music 
wil l be a strong Grange. An-
other thing: See that every mem-
ber of the Grange is at work. 
I f they are not official members, 
have them on some committee or 
on a program for literary exer-
cise, even if it has to be for a 
date a month or six weeks ahead. 

Have every one feel a responsi-
bility, and as they work they 
will become attached to and feel 
an interest in the Grange. 

The Farmer's Political Duties. 

The folly attending our rapid 
western "development" can now 
be plainly seen in the serious 
financial straits attending west- j 
ern farming. In spite of fertile j 
lands costing but a trifle, the j 
West has always had a burden i 
of suffering far in excess of the j 
East. The hardships of pioneer j 
life are always severe, and these j 
have been heightened by enor- i 
mous rates of interest, exorbitant j 
railroad charges on farm pro- j 
ducts the h igh price of farm! 
machinery and the scarcity of j 
labor, cyclones and crop failures, | 
the ravages of insects, and the 
h igh taxes occasioned by local 
mis-governmet. There, as here, 
the farmer found "no t ime" to 
study politics—he voted " the old 
ticket." and took it for granted 
that his party made no mistake. 
The present uneasiness at the 
West and South, and the rise of 
the Farmers' Alliance, with its 
chaotic ideas for obtaining relief 
through the national government 
by means of loans, unlimited 
silver coinage, unlimited green-
backs or silver certificates, 
foricble resistance to mortgage 
laws, &c., all go to show the in-
congruity of the farmer's ideas 
of political economy. Up to a 
.recent date he has tru.4i.ed s-;hcii: 
ing politicians with his interests; 
now he is trusting cranks'. He 
has neglected politics unti l mis-
government and his own blunders 
have driven him to frenzy, and 
now he is too much excited to 
listen to sense or reason. 

The present situation, as the 
result of many years of neglect 
and partisan credulity, cannot be 
•righted at once. I t is encourag-
ing to see that the farmers are 
roused from their lethargy; but 
haste, anger, and the "heroic 
remedies" they have in mind will 
not greatly aid them. I f they re-
fuse to study the situation, to 
study all proposed methods, and 
elect new men to Congress mere-
ly because they are noisy and 
glib-tongued as Alliance men, 
they are liable to suffer bitter 
disappointment. Even the legis-
lation that can aid them must be 
carefully studied as to details, or 
it will harm more than aid. Laws 
aimed to secure just taxation are 
of this class. A n income tax 
would be just, as would be laws 
to secure the taxation of millions 
of personal property held by 
corporations and individuals, but 
they must be wisely framed. The 
common farmer is no match for 
the millionaire in the matter of 
secreting property and fighting 
taxation; hence new laws, to be 
effectual,» must be wisely drawn, 
and on the principle of the great-
est good to the greatest 
number. The worst of all 
schemes, perhaps, is a radical 
t inkering with the currency, on 
the idea of "mak ing money 
plenty." I t wil l never be plenty 
to the farmer except through care-
ful culture of his land, a constant 

watch against leaks, and eternal 
vigilance in the matter of voting. 
The operators of Wa l l Street and 
their capitalistic allies all over 
the country are the men who, of 
all others, are best able to thrive 
when money is abundant. Specu-
lation is their forte, and a redund-
ant currency an aid in that work. 
A n excess of currency in a time 
of peace would lead to panics and 
revulsions, and nobody thrives 
on them as much as the profess-
ional speculator. Money, even 

if depreciated, will not reach the 
farmer unless he has crops and 
land will be the last to advance 
in price and the first to recede. 

The first, most impreative and 
most sensible duty of the farmer 
is to abjure partisanship and 
study real politics—that is, 
measures, not men. nor office 
seeking. I f too old to study, or 
with too little time for it. he 
must find an honest and capable 
man or men to do it for him. 
Good measures must be aimed 
at. and honest men elected to 
execute them. The legislation 
safest to undertake at first is 
either of a negative sort or such 
as will benefit the masses as well 
as the farmers. I t is the pros-
perity of the masses, not of the 
classes, that should be studied, 
but in this work the farmer wil l 
incidentally be benefited. For 
instance, taxation must be made 
just and uniform, and nobody 
allowed to escape his share. 
Tariff laws must look to the in-
terest of the many, not of the 
few. Just as far as it will pro-
mote the general good should the 
government be made paternal. 
Our postal system suits every-
body and is constantly improving, 
and it furnishes the model for 
conducting our railways and tele-
graphs. To guard against 
abuses in partisanship, the civil-
service law should be simplified 
and extended in its operatidh. so 
that no office can be a reward for 
party service. We, have now an 

eücenent law M tvr Yé-lf that 
all candidates shall i-eport their 
expenses; we shall have later on 
a law to prohibit a man from be-
coming a candidate at all until 
his candidacy is sought by the 
people under legal forms. Then, 
we shall begin to realize some-
thing of an ideal government, 
one which will be safely paternal. 

Here are a few measures for 
which the Farmers' Alliance can 
wisely work. They embody great 
and far-reaching reforms, and 
they are just because aiming at 
the general good. One other 
should be added, or rather should 
stand first, aud that is the pro-
hibition of the liquor traffic. As 
long as farmers cannot see that 
that traffic is an unmitigated 
cruse, they deserve discourage-
ment and depression, and are 
likely to have them.—Phi l ip 
Snyder, in Country Gentleman. 

Pure Politics. 

Senator Ingal ls last year in a 
speech or in a public communi-
cation made the remark that hon-
esty, virtue, and purity in poli-
tics is an irridescent dream. The 
people are fast arriving at the 
same conclusion, and what is 
worse they are quietly accepting 
that condition as inevitable. 

In this same connection.- we 
will quote a remark by Senator 
Colquitt, of Georgia, who says: 
' 'It is very well to talk about vir-
tue, honesty, purity, etc., but 
when a funeral sermon is to fol-
low it takes out all of the une 
tion. " This implies that if a po-
litical campaign is contested on 
the ground of purity in politics 
that a "funeral sermon" is sure 
to follow. Which means in plain 
words that the declaration for 
honest government administra-
tion or a h igh standard of public 
virtue in the platform of any po-
litical party would result in its 
defeat. This is the disgraceful 
condition to which American pol-
itics seems to have arrived. 

Dr. E. T. Miller, of Cross Plains, Wis., 
has expressed the opinion that, for 
obstinate cases of syphilis and scrofula, 
Ayer's Sarsaparilla is unquestionably 
the most effective remedy known to 
pharmacy. Wonderful cures have 
resulted from its use. 
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Surface Culture. 

The subject of surface culture 
is now up for general discussion, 
mainly in reference to hoed crops. 
There may be something more 
to this subject than merely let-
t ing the roots alone to run where 
the will to find the root food for 
the plant. I f by root pruning at 
the surface we drive the roots 
deeper into the soil, or cause the 
deep running roots to br ing up 
material, is the 
crop as good as 
roots were left in ? Is not the ma-
terial richer near the surface 
where the sun warms the soil and 
where the effect of the rains is 
first felt? 

I have been led into these que-
ries from the quality of my fruit 
the past two years. My orchard 
had become foul with tough grass 
roots, and I wished to improve 
its condition. I t has been under 
the plow for two years. In these 
two years there has been an en-
ormous crop of very large apples. 
The foliage was abundant, the 
leaves being much thicker and 
broader than before. I think I 
did not manure heavy enough to 
produce these results. The fruit 
did not color up well, and it was 
softer and did not keep. The 
flavor also was not good. I had 
two or three trees standing in a 
soil that never was plowed, and 
so hard I doubt if the roots could 
possibly get down 12 inches. 
These trees were top-dressed lib-
erally. The fruit was more per-
fect in texture, splendidly color 
ed, firm and hard, and kept much 
better than the others. The fla-
vor also was better. Should not 
our fruit trees receive surface 
culture and surface fertilizing, 
that the surface roots may do 
their part in bui lding up the 
fruit? 

Would it not be wiser to en-
courage the development of sur-
face roots than to cut them off? 
I t is a well known fact that top 
dressing encourages the roots to 
shoot up from below. Go into a 
grove of maple trees, rake the 
leaves into piles and let them re-
main one season, and the roots 
from below will have come into 
the base of the pile, completely 
knit t ing quite a strata of leaves 
to the soil.] 4 » 

Perhaps/by investigating we 
will find that the best flavored 
and the largest crop of strawber 
ries are on vines where the roots 
run near the surface. These sur-
face roots may also have 
th iug to do with the color. 

I submit these considerations 
to thoughtful farmers, gardeners 
and fruit growers. The best show 
of an orchard and of its fruit I 
ever saw was on surface cultured 
and surface fertilized with poul-
try.—Z. Breed in Grange Homes. 

There's Gold Galore. 

A great day for the real estate 
market is fast approaching. A t 
least, one of the shrewdest of 
Detroit's business men predict it, 
and he appears to have excellent 
grounds for his belief. 

"The reason is that money is 
plentiful ," he says, "and it is 
rapidly becoming more so. The 
accumulations in the banks are 
increasing so rapidly and so 
much out of proportion with the 
legitimate demand for loans, that 
bankers will soon be compelled 
to lower their rates of interest. 
Look at the New York money 
market now. Reports show that 
loans are being made on prime 
commercial paper at 3] to 4f per 
cent. How can banks continue 
to do business on that basis and 
pay 4 per cent on deposits? I t 
is impossible for them. The re-
sult will be a reduction of inter-
est on deposits, and then people 
who have money in bank wil l 
withdraw it so that it may earn 
something for them. There is 
no investment which will offer 
so good a return as real estate. 
Consequently land will be in such 
demand as has never yet been 
experienced. 

" H e r e is another considera-
tion: I t is estimated that about 
200,000 people leave this country 
every year to visit Europe. Each 
one of them spends $1,000 abroad, 
we wil l find if we strike an aver-
age. Now, next year we will 
have the World's Fair, and in-
stead of our 200,000 going to Eu-
rope they will remain at home, 
and 200,006 Europeans will visit 
us and spend their money here. 
This, with our great crops, our 
flourishing industries and our 
great prosperity in general, wil l 

tend to make money very pienti-1 
fui for a few years. That money j 
will seek investment, and. again 
I say it, it will pour into the real 
estate market."—Detroit Journal. 

Overfeeding Hogs. 

Many seem to think that a hog 
cannot be overfed, and that it 
makes no difference if they do 
leave a lot of food at one meal— 

quality of the they will come back and eat it up I 
if the surface [ when they are hungry, so there 

is nothing wasted after all, says 
a writer in the Swineherd. But 
it is easily possible to go to the 
other extreme—to feed too little, 
so as not to secure a steady gain, 
or to feed too much, and so in-
crease the cost and materially 
lessen the profit. Feeding too 
little is a loss, while feeding too 
much is a waste. 

A good, as well as an economi-
cal plan, is too feed regularly at 
stated times, and then feed, when 
fattening, all they wil l eat up 
clean. They will keep healthier 
and thrive better than is possible 
by keeping feed before them all 
the time. I t is what the animals 
digest, not what they eat, that 
determines the gain in propor-
tion to the amount of feed sup-
plied. Feed left over is, to say 
the least, distastesful to a hog, 
while if slop is soaked before 
feeding it wil l ferment and sour 
to a greater or less extent. The 
hog. whether growing or fatten-
ing, should relish his food to de-
rive the most benefit from it.— 
And they will hardly do this if 
they eat what they want, go 
away and leave it, and then are 
obliged to come back and finish 
it up. This is not economical 
feeding, and when the margin of 
profit is small, the waste in feed-
ing this way will greatly if not 
entirely cut off the possible 
profit. 

I t is an important item at all 
times to feed stock well, and fat-
tening stock should have all they 
will eat clean, and be supplied a 
good variety, in order to secure 
as good a growth as possible, but 
beyond this it is unprofitable to, 

some-

li Gare of Farming Tools. 

R id ing through a country town 
not long since, it was a source of 
surprise to see the number of 
farming tools, machines and carts 
exposed to the weather. Whi le 
this is not a general practice, it 
still prevails to altogether too 
great an extent. I f a manufac-
turer should shut down his mil l 
anp go away for weeks or months 
at a time, leaving the machinery 
without oiling or protection from 
ryst. he would justly be charged 
with carelessness and neglect of 
his own interests. I f in addition the 

windows and doors should be left 
open, so that the wind and rain 
c<j>uld enter freely, the cause for 
criticism would be still greater. 
Supposing he should entirely un-
cAver these machines and leave 
tHem all winter to the mercy of 
tile elements, it would be only 
what the farmer does who leaves 
his racks, carts, plows, harrows, 
mowing machines and horse rakes 
in the fields where last used. A l l 
t^ese are a part of his stock in 
trade. The wear and tear of each 
when in actual use is something, 
b®, not a fraction as compared to 
the loss resulting from exposure. 
A few dollars expended in build-
ing a shed will provide shelter 
for all implements and save many 
dollars yearly. I f left out of 
doors, there can be no repairs 
until spring opens with its busy 
rpund of duties; while if housed, 
the dull winter days afford the 
l^est opportunity imaginable for 
t ightening nuts and screws, look-
ing out the weak places and put-
ting them in proper repair and 
getting everything in readiness 
so that when the day comes to go 
into the field the greatest amount 
of work may be accomplished. 
Sharp tools do better work than 
dull ones, whether in the shop or 
the furrow. Sound timber will 
bear a heavier strain than decay-
ed, whether in a bui lding or the 
frame work of a cart or machine. 
Rust is the greatest enemy to 
iron and steel, and no man can 
afford to support it. Take care 
that tools liable to rust are pro-
>tected from dampness, and the 
i,tVme spent in such care will br ing 

fuSrare and rich returns. An ob-
Provide good, t ight troughs fc^t tferving enciwBer on one of our 

feeding slops and soft feed of "4usiailroad#si % " I t just makes me 
kinds, and generally it will p; ^ i a d to "farmers 

to provide a t ight floor for fee« 
ing grain, so that it can be kept 
clean and free from waste. No 
ration can be made that may by 
any means be considered appli-
cable under all conditions. Gen-

erally the ration must be deter-
mined with each lot of hogs on 
every farm, and the careful and 
observant breeder should know 
the amount that should be given 
with more certainty than any 
one else. 

Bu t whether hogs are fed in a 
close pen or in a good pasture, 
they should be fed liberally, but 
without waste.—Cor. Massachu-
setts Ploughman. 

A New Bed Each Year. 

I find it better and believe it 
quite as cheap to set a new 
strawberry bed every spring, as 
the weeds and grass will come 
up and annoy you in the old bed. 
Even if you succeed in keeping 
them down for two or three 
years, the fruit is not quite as fine 
nor the yield as large as the first 
year. In selecting plants for set-
ting I make it an invariable rule 
never to set plants that have 
borne fruit. Be sure to have 
young and thrifty plants of the 
last season's growth, and do not 
set any others, even if they are 
given to you. Leave the cover-
ing on in the spring unti l all 
danger of hard freezing is past 
and the young leaves are begin-
ning to start. When I have fol-
lowed this plan, I have never 
once had the fruit damaged by 
late frosts. I t wil l be two or 
three days late in ripening, but 
the crop is almost a certainty. 
After taking off the covering, I 
put on a dressing of fine manure, 
or, what I like better, wood ashes, 
at the rate of half a bushel to the 
squre rod, keep down the weeds, 
and in June or Ju ly pick a fine 
crop of this queen of all the 
small fruits. By following these 
few rules, I Have not failed to 
have at least a paying crop in 25 
years. The yields per acre have 
as a rule been much larger than 
the amount I have named as 
within reach of nearly or quite 
every farmer in the state.—J. M. 
Smith, Wisconsin. 

rfciad to set?viL"farmers put hun-
d reds of dollars into machinery, 
and unhitch from it where they 
used it last and let stand until 
they want it again. Yet these 
same farmers are paying from 6 
to 10 per cent interest on the 
money it took to buy this same 
machinery."—Maine Farmer. 

An Abuse that Should be Cor-
rected. 

In every county, at nearly 
every term of court, much valu-

ab le time is consumed in hearing 
cases of a frivolous character; 
criminal prosecutions, for which 
there are not the slightest foun-
dations, and which are sim-
ply the outgrowth of malice. In 
most of these cases the grand 
jury returns "not a true bi l l , " 
and 'the defendants retire with 
nothing to complain of but petty 
annoyance which the matter has 
occasioned them, and the loss of 
valuable time. But the honest 
taxpayers do not get off so easily; 
they are compelled to pay the 
bills nolens volens. Many thou-
sands of dollars are annually 
worse than squandered in this 
way. We say worse than squan-
dered. because this money is 
really paid as a premium for un-
justifiable conduct, both upon the 
part of the prosecutors and jus-
tices of the peace, who, for the 
sake of pocketing the small pit-
tance they receive in the way of 
fees and costs, are ready and will-
ing to stultify themselves by 
countenancing the br inging of 
suits fo'r which they know there 
is not the slightest cause. 

Whi le the whole country is cry-
ing out against oppressive taxa-
tion, would it not be well to take 
some steps looking toward the 
removal of the cause of this vast 
expenditure of the people's 
money? Under existing laws, 
the commissioners, who are the 
real custodians of the public 
funds, are powerless to put a 
stop to this abuse. The costs 
must be paid, no matter how 
trivial or unjustifiable the cause 
of action, or how much these of-
ficers may object to payment. 

The only present remedy for 
this condition of things that we 
can see is for the citizens to be 
more careful in their selection of 

those who are to exercise the 
I functions of justice of the peace. 
The right kind of men in that 

I position can do a great deal to-
ward putt ing a stop to these raids 
on the public treasury. Both 
prosecutor and prosecuted are 
generally known to the local jus-
tice having jurisdiction, and he 
has the opportunity and the right 
to institute such inquiries as shall 
satisfy him that there is reas-
onable cause of action; but too 
often his greed and avarice blind 
him to every principle of r ight 
and justice, and induce him to 
proceed for the purpose of mak-
ing his costs, which he knows 
are sure. 

I f our State Legislature could 
be made to see this matter in its 
proper l ight and would enact 
law compell ing 
brought a criminal 
out good cause, to 
amount of costs as 
bill was ignored, it 

a 
whosoever 

action with-
pay the full 
soon as the 
would save 

ture state of reward and punish-
ment. together with the natural 
egect of so many persons coming 
here whose antecedents, ances-
tral and perennial, are not favor-
able to steady work or habits. 

A Use for Waste Land. 

A Virginia farmer, who had 
| some pasture land of little value, 
decided to put sheep ou it, He 
bought 50 common ewes for $2 

j each and a ram for §10. He fed 
them 10 bu. of corn meal worth 

j *6 and 20 bu. of wheat bran worth 
1 $4. He sold 45 lambs for §4 each, 
1150 lbs. of wool for §34.50. the 
j ram for mutton for §5. and the 
[ewes for §2 each, total §319.50. 
¡This left him a profit of §199.50 
on a capital of §120, not counting 
in the labor or use of the land, 
which are both small items.— 
There are thousands of acres in 
other states that would make 
just as good returns as this. 

thousands of dollars to the tax- j Officers and members of the 
payers every year. And that is Chicago boare of trade are get-
just what ought to be done in the t i n » scared over the prospect of 
way of protecting people from j ^ e passage of the anti-option 
the men who originate criminal b i l 1 a n d have commenced to 
actions from malicious motives "hedge" in their methods. Last 
aDd the cormorants, who. backed week members were notified that 
by a commission as a justice of trading in "puts and calls" would 
the peace, aid and encourage! 
such conduct in order that they I 
may pocket a few dollars of j 
costs.—Farmers' Friend. 

last 

Sugar Beet Growing. 

Experiments conducted 
season at the Iowa Experiment 
Station led to the following con 
elusions: 1. Early plant ing gave 
the greatest tonnage and most 
sugar per acre. 2. Very large 
beets did not sugar well. 3. Sub-
soiling gave the best shaped 
beets and the highest per cent, 
of sugar in November, needing 
the least tr imming. 4. Cutworms 
destroyed most of our early plant-
ings, but did not affect the later 
plantings. 5. The per cent, of 
sugar was affected by second 
growth in October, or by absorb-
ing moisture from rains after 
long drouth, or both. 6. Yield 
per acre has much to do with the 
profitableness of the crop; and 7. 
Whi le our highest analysis came 
from beets averaging 13 ounces 
trimmed, and yielding 12.32 tons 
per acre, our largest yield of 
sugar per acre came from beets 
averaging 21 ounces trimmed, 
and yielding 28.163 tons per acre. 
8. Clay soil gave us the highest 
per cent, of sugar and compara-
tively higher purity, and the low-
est tonnage per acre. 9. Three 
plats fertilized with lime, nitro-
gen, phosphoric acid and potash 
gave no evident benefit. 10. The 
average per cent, of sugar was 
14-14 and the average yield about 
20 tons an acre, and the cost of 
growing and harvesting §39.42 
an acre. The highest sugar in 
beets per acre was 7,299 pounds. 

The Increase of Crime. 

Editor Buckley, of the New 
York Christian Advocate, de-
clares that crimes of violence 
have greatly increased in our 
country within the last five years, 
and he says the following are 
among the causes: 

1. The increase of drunken-
ness—spirituous and malt liquors 
being adulterated by drugs more 
poisonous than alcohol itself; the 
growing use of drugs and hun-
dreds of "pick-me-ups," as they 
are commonly called, all of which 
are adapted to derange the nerv-
ous system. 

2. The miserable sentimentali-
ty that excuses all kinds of crime. 

3. The giv ing up of corporal 
punishment, resulting in sending 
from school many children whom 
ordinary punishment will not re-
strain. 

4. The turning away of most 
people from trades, and the im-
possibility of getting places for 
those who would gladly learn 
them. 

5. The forsaking of farms and 
crowding into cities. 

6. The indifference of the pub-
lic to the infliction of just punish-
ment; the effect of "pol i t ica l 
pul ls" in securing the frequent 
pardon or permanent exemption 
from tr ia l ; the maudlin spirit 
which possesses many courts of 
pardon, so that they parole or 
turn out murderers; the growing 
practice of excusing criminals on 
the ground of insanity, as well 
as of getting really insane 
persons with criminal tendencies 
out of the asylums speedily. 

not be tolerated in the settling 
room or corridors of the Board 
of Trade building. When at the 
close of 'Change the members 
visited their former haunt they 
found the doors locked against 
the m and a force of^policemen on 
hand to enforce the new rule. The 
brokers repaired to the alley and 
curb, but the ci-owd was much 
smaller than usual and the vol-
ume of trade was light. The 
open Board of Trade followed 
the example of the " b i g " board 
by shutt ing down on " pu t and 
call" trading. This action may 
be regarded as a direct effect of 
the present agitation against 
gambl ing in grain and shows the 
farmers are at last making them-
selves felt. The good work 
should go on. Only dishonest 
practices are being aimed at in 
this campaign. We do not wish 
to hurt the business of honest 
dealers, but they must cast out 
from among them the gamblers 
that have brought so much dis .-•<>-
pute on the grain trade.—Farm-
ers Review. 

The Grange in New York has 
32,030 members; 39 Granges were 
organized in 1891, with 806 char-
ter members, seven were reorgan-
ized; with 206 members and 13 
odd Granges added 2318 mem-
bers, mak ing an increase for the 
year of 4144. The treasurer re-
ceived §12,143.18. The Patrons 
had a grand time at Chautauqua 
and the Thousand Islands, where 
their picnics were held. The 

at Thousand Island 
11 was the largest mul-

titude of Patrons of Husbandry 
ever brought together. New 
York State Grange has the credit 
of originating the best co-opera-
tive trade and business system 
for the farmer known to the 
world. Any member of the 

gathering 
on Aug 

The declining belief in a fu-

Grange may, without a single 
dollar invested, buy in person or 
on an order from the most relia-

jble houses in the country, arti-
cles and supplies for the house-
hold or farm, at actual wholesale 

j prices, or at special liberal dis-
coun ts under contracts made by 
the executive board. He may 
also insure his property in our 
co-operative insurance compa-

I nies, which are organized under 
statutes carefully prepared, un-
der the guidance of Patrons, and 
carried by them through our Leg-
islature against great opposition. 
The old master and secretary 
were re-elected at the annual 
meeting at Oswego, Feb. 2-6,— 
W . C. Gifford, of Jamestown, and 
H. H. Goff, of Spencerport. 

— ^ i » » 
The New York Evangelist says 

it is a generally accepted truth 
that it is the country boy who 
succeeds in the city. To prove 
its case the Evangelist has col-
lected statistics, of which the 
following are fair examples: Of 
88 of the most prominent busi-
ness and professional men in 
Springfield. Mass., 54 came from 
the country and 70 have had ex-
perience on a farm; of 81 of the 
same class in Auburn, N. Y . , 49 
were born in the country; of 90 
of the same class in Adrian, Mich., 
50 were of country origin; of 125 
of the same class in Buffalo, N. 
Y . , 86 were country born; for 
Pontiac, Mich., the equivalent 
figures are 47 and 30. 
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