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j election as delegate to the Sta te 
I Grange. 
i I t may be said tha t this is al-
j ready true. Yes, technically con-
I s trned it is, but, as mover of the 
! resolution I had only in mind its 
| practical workings, by which it 
j is f a r from being true. To illus-
t ra te the workings of the pres-
ent law, take Van Buren County; 

I it is entitled nominally to two 
' dele gates, but in reality to four, 
j as their wives, if matrons, are 
| also members of the State Grange. 
Virtually then we are entitled to 

I four representat ives in the Sta te 
Grange. Have we the r igh t to 

I elect four? No, we can elect two, 

tha t the member» | f the National i not contracts a t specified prices 
Grange shall be J fes te rs of Sta te i for the delivery of actual pro-
Granges and themzoives. There ' duce at a certain time in the fu-
was never a thought, apparently, i ture. He wages no war on own-
tha t a woman # u l d ever be ers ' contracts a n d ' legitimate 

E D I T O R ' S a d d r e s s , P a w Paw, Mich. , to whom all 
exchanges , commun ica t i ons , adver t i s ing busi-
ness ,and subsc r ip t i ons should be sent . 
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and d i s c o n t i n u e d a t exp i ra t ion , un less r e n e w e d . 
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elected Master |of a Sta te 
Grange. How is ¿hat for equal-
i ty and fairness ? Moreover, 
nearly half the voting members 

transactions of this nature. I t is 
just this point tha t the boards of 
t rade and the metropolitan press 
keep still about. They tried to 

of the National G i p g e , the most make it appear tha t the farmer: 

The Utopian Farmer. 
C o m e here , my dea r , I want t e r say a word or two 

t e r yon 
'Bou t wha t I t h i n k ' s t h e p r o p e r th ing fo r m e 'n 

you to do. 
You 've gave m e mighty good adv i ce s ince we was 

wed tha t day 

* w a y back in sixty-one, 'n now I 'd l ike to have I and the Sta te Grange by its by 
yc?3ay . u J I laws designates who the other I Jif you don t th ink I ' ve got a r igh t to do a s o thers + T T r _ - V . n l ! I ~ J 
d0eSi two shall be, or denies us the 

' N sell t h e c rops b e f o r e they grows, jus t l ike them I O t h e r t W O e n t i r e l y a S t h e C a s e 
Easterners. j may be. In other words, if we 

elect two married men whose 

important body in our order, 
j have never been elected by the 
1 ballots of the m(;.nbers, as pro-
j vided in the Constitution for the 
; election of officers. I t may be 
I said tha t they wë-re elected by 
virtue of the husband being made 

demand the prohibition of all 
t rading except in actual products 
tha t are delivered on the spot.— 
What the fa rmer wants is to pu t 
a stop to speculation in fu tures 
and options that are bought and 
sold by men who never own or 

they fed ground corn, and cob to 
milch cows, incseasing their flow 

! of milk one-half: "Several win-
| te rs in succession we have fed 
ground corn and cobs, which in-

| creases the flow of milk as above, 
j We were then convinced it paid, 
I and the experience above men-
j tioned indicates that ground ear 
j corn, fed to milk stock, is bet ter 
feed than whole earn corn, and 
enough to just i fy the expense of 

j a cheap feed mill on an ordinary 
sized farm." 

Large sheep owners repor t in 
experimenting on ground feed, 
tha t ear corn ground for feed is 

I worth one-third more, for the 

W h y , Meg, a m a n out in Noo York h a s sold a lot 
ov corn 

T h a t ' s severa l thousand bushe l s more t han wha t 
t h e count ry ' s borne— 

' N got h i s money, too, I ' m to ld , and d idn ' t h a v e a 
a peck 

Of gra in of any k ind in h a n d to back b i s l i t t le 
spec . 

H e c l ea red a h u n d r e d t housand cash! ' N Meg, 
t h a t ' s m o r e ' n we 

H a v e c leared a t f a r m i n ' all ou r days, or ever will, 
by gee! 

*N I c a n ' t say I sees t h e use o' work in ' day by 
day 

' N only sel l ing wha t we ra i se fo r mighty l i t t le 
Pay, 

W h e n them as hasn ' t any grain can sell up t h e r e 
in town 

A mi l l ion bushe l s whea t 'n corn , 'n git t he r 
money down. 

T h a t de rn p l an ' s a dandy , Meg, 'n if we can m a k e 
it go, 

I ' l l get you a p iane r , an ' a t ro t t in ' horse for Joe . 

W e ' l l r a i se the mor tgage off t h e roof , 'n pa in t t h e 
old b a r n red , 

' N send the gals to Par is , F rance , and buy a rose-
wood bed . 

W e ' l l get new c a r p e t s fo r the floors, 'n keep a 
h i r e d man , 

E f only I can go to town 'n l ea rn to work t h e 
p l an . 

' N mebbe , Meg, I ' d m a k e enough te r r u n for gov-
e rno r , 

O r get sent down to Wash ing ton a ful l -f ledged 
sena tor . 

I tel l yer , Meg, th i s is an age tha t bea t s crea-
t ion . Say, 

W h a t would your f a t h e r say, d ' ye th ink , if he w a s 
h e r e to-day, 

T e r see fo lks se l l in ' w h e a t and corn and hul l ca r s 
fu l l of rye, 

' N ' l even- twe l f ths of all they sold novthere but 
in t h e i r eye? 

H o w he would yell t e r t h ink of us a makin* of a 
pot 

Of gold at sel l in ' fe l le rs th ings we haven ' t real ly 
got! 

W h a t ' s t ha t ye say? It i sn ' t s t ra igh t to sell wha t 
ye d o n ' t o w n ? 

'N if I goes in to tha t spec, I ' l l have to go alone? 
T h e mus i c on t h e p i a n n e r yer th ink would d r ive 

yer mad , 
If it w a s bought by se l l in ' t h ings yer never r ight -

ly had? 
W a a l , have yer way; I ' l l let i t go; I d idn ' t m e a n 

n o h a r m ; 
Bu t wha t is s t r a igh t in c i t i es c a n ' t be crooked on 

t h e f a r m . 
— H a r p e r ' s Magazine . 

Bro. Wildey's Protest Endorsed. 
In a recent number of the VIS-

I T O R appears a timely protest 
f r o m Bro. E. A. Wildey, against 
the action of the Masters of the 
S ta t e and National Granges in 
rul ing out of order a resolution 
designed to secure grea ter equal-
i ty and justice in the Grange. 
T h e first clause of the resolution 
cited by Bro. Wildey, originated 
in Van Buren County Pomona 
Grange. The la t ter pa r t origi-
nated elsewhere and is explana-
tory of the first, but f a r less gen-
eral in i ts scope. According to 
my recollection, as i t passed our 
Pomona Grange, the preamble 
recited that , whereas, the Grange 
is an order aiming a t justice and 
equal r ights , and whereas, the 
present system of choosing dele-
ga tes to the Sta te Grange does 
not secure jus t and equal repre-
sentation between granges nor 
equal r igh ts between members; 
therefore, resolved, tha t any 

_ —«/ — " " v j » v i v * * U 

a member. I t is a l e w and start- expect to own or to buy or to de-
ling theory if one p r s o n can be the produce the options I reason that sheep feed more vës-
elected by vot ing «>r another. represent . They simply bet that 1 ' ~ -

All th rough thg Constitution | the market will go up or down, 
and laws of the c«der runs the I and settle the deal by paying the 
tacit assumption t | a t man has a difference in prices. This with 
prefer red claim o a k l l the honors the offerings of unlimited quan-
worth having, aifft everywhere tities of fiat produce every day 

wives are matrons, the Sta te 
Grange appoints these matrons! 
delegates and we secure ful l rep-
resentation. But if we elect two 
unmarried brothers, or two sis-
ters, ei ther single or married, it 
denies us the other two represen-
tatives and deprives us of one-1 
half our voting power in tha t ! 
body. F o r the Sta te Grange to 
assume to determine who one-half 
of our delegates shall be is an 
unwarranted usurpation of power 
and a disregard of the r ight of 
members to determine for, them-
selves who shall represent ' them, I 
and is in direct violation of the I 
clause of the Constitution, which j 
says in effect, tha t all officers 
shall be elected by ballot and 
tha t every four th degree member 
is equally eligible to office. The \ 
marr iage relation is made an es-
sential to securing equal repre-
sentation between granges, and 
this discrimination renders the 
unmarried practically ineligible 
to that office. The wife of a del-
egate might be the best one we 
would select to represent us and 
might be wholly unqualified, but 
she has full power as a member. 
We may wish to send a gif ted 
and bril l iant sister, possessed of 
every grace and talent to make 
her a useful and valuable mem-
ber, but she must be denied the 
honor of being elected on account 
of her own ability and worth, 
and must go as an appendage of 
a husband, who may be nothing 
more than- a good-natured cipher. 
But to hold our representation, 
and secure her services, we must 
elect him to give her a chance to 
go. So, the Sta te Grange is com- j 
posed in pa r t of lay figures, to 
whom it pays per diem and mile-
age, which is as good as thrown j 
away, so f a r as their being of 
any use to legislation, while at 
home, barred out by the work-
ings of this law, are men and 
women, able, talented, every way 
qualified to go there and do in-
telligent, effective work for the 
good of the order. 

The object of the resolution 
was to correct these inequalities, 
to prevent this injustice and se-
cure equal r ights and privileges 
to every member of the order. 

In the declaration of purposes 
of the National Grange we find 
this general expression: "Wede-
sire a proper equality, equity and 
fairness;" &c. 

Article four of the Constitution 
admits woman to unqualified 
membership, which carries with 
it, of course, absolute equality in 
r ights and privileges with every 
other member. 

But article first presumes and 
virtually so states tha t Masters 
and Representat ives to the Sta te 
Grange be men; and f u r t h e r on 

is the insulting discrimination 
against woman as An officer, or 
the still g rea te r indignity of be-
stowing official honors as an act 
of complimentary gallantry. 

I am not in favoRof any sickly 
sentimentalism on !*,he subject of 

is what the fa rmer objects to. 
And he has a r ight to do so. 
Every such fictitious transaction 

I has as much influence on the 
I market as though it were genu-
ine, and as it is always easier to 
depress than to advance prices, , . . " 1 « v u i u I UIUVV X lv/v30 

woman s rights, bug I do believe the whole gambling system oper 
4-1-» n 4- rt * — 3 J . . i 1 . _ tha t the good of the order de 
mands tha t all members should 
stand upon the sante level, with 
the same rights, privileges and 
opportunities, and ? I (¡at prefer-
ment should neitecret'«4 aided nor 
hindered on acc< f af,»f sex. but 
should be detero. uy 
ability and wort t i b l i t h e power 
to conscientiously t amp ion tne 
r igh t and fearless ^i t ppose the 
wrong. I cannot think any reso-
lution aiming to secure this s tate 
of things out of order or har-
mony with the fundamental prin-
ciples of our order, but tha t the 
" laws and usages" tha t conflict 
with it most certainly are. To 
me, much of our syt tem is redo-
lent of the dim and musty past, 
and should be brought out and 
inspected in the l ight of progres-
sive civilization and overhauled, 
renovated and reorganized on the 
basis of proper "equality, justice 
and fairness ." A. W. H A Y D O N . 

U O —J —' — 

ates disastrously to the farmer , 
and it certainly should be cor-
rected. 

The Worst Lottery of All. 
The most notable event in the 

agricultural world in J anua ry 
was the introduction in Congress 
of the Washburn-Hatch bill to 
regulate the dealing in " fu tu res" 
or "opt ions" of fiat gra in . This 
measure imposes a tax of 5c per 
pound and 20c per bushel on all 
speculative transactions in ficti-
tious fa rm products. We are 
pleased to see tha t the cause is 
being espoused most earnest ly by 
the old reliable American Agri-
culturist of New York, standard 
authori ty on agricultural sub-
jects. With i ts customary enter-
prise, tha t magazine has investi-
gated the whole subject, and is 
publishing the resul ts of i ts in-
quiry f rom month to month. I t 
is also furnishing f ree to all in-
terested in this reform a descrip-
tive circular and petit ions des-
cribing jus t how every fa rmer 
can assist in ge t t ing the measure 
through Congress. 

The bill has aroused the most 
bi t ter opposition f rom boards of 
t rade sharks at all the grea t cen-
ters. Their main argument is 
tha t it will operate to reduce 
prices f rom 10 to 20 per cent, and 
place the poor f a rmer a t the mer-
cy of the millers who buy his 
grain or the factories tha t con-
sume his cotton. This tender so-
licitude for the fa rmer ' s interest 
is vociferously applauded by the 
gamblers who have been engaged 
for years in fleecing him r igh t 
and left. 

What the fa rmer objects to is 

Shall Peed be Ground? 

m „„„ I t is admitted by all intelligent 
wholly by f a r m e r s and stock feeders tha t 

to ge t ful l benefit of gra in is to 
gr ind it. The question, however, 
whether the cob is worth grind-
ing is no new'oae.' The expedi-
ence of our best informed farm-
ers, and actual experiments on 
fche subject, is, the cob ground 
with the corn makes bet ter feed 
than when ground alone. Shelled 
corn alone is too s t rong when fed 
heavy, and is apt to cause indi-
gestion. If you would get the 
benefit of feed, there must be 
perfect digestion. To feed meal 
alone, it often goes into the stom-
ach and passes off without being 
re-chewed. With cob, however, 
it being of a coarse nature, forces 
the animal to re-chew the food, 
and this is essential to perfect 
digestion. Stock raisers claim 
tha t the gr inding of cob with the 
corn effects a saving of f rom 30 
to 40 per cent. Cattle are "off 
their feed" less and will pu t on 
one-third more fat . 

Pomfre t and Woodstock (Ct.) 
Farmers ' Club repor t f rom ex-
periments in feeding ground feed 
to hogs, as follows: 3£ lbs. of 
ground corn and cob meal pro-
duced one pound dressed pork; 

lbs. corn meal without cob, 
produced one pound of dressed 
pork, while it took 6 lbs. of gra in 
corn to produce one pound of 
pork. Corn in the ear was then 
worth 59c per bushel; 66c when 
shelled and ground, and 71c when 
ground with the cob. As an ar-
gument tha t cob is a t least harm-
less to stock, every fa rmer knows 
tha t stock, especially cattle, eat 
corn in the ear. cob and all. This 
is nature ' s a rgument tha t cob is 
beneficial. 

P ig s are benefitted by having 
cob-meal mixed with their food. 

The Cincinnati Commercial-Ga-
zette says in i ts agricultural col-
umn as follows: " P i g s are found 
to do much bet ter on finely 
ground cob meal than upon clear 
corn meal; the reason being tha t 
they digest their food bet ter when 
it goes into their stomach in a 
porous condition. The cob sep-
arates the part icles of meal so 
the gastr ic juice can circulate 
through the mess." 

The Drainage and F a r m Jour-
nal says, in speaking of an ex-
periment tr ied by them wherein 

ular in flesh than if fed shelled 
corn. They cannot eat it up so 
quickly, the s t ronger ones get-
t ing more than their share. They 
say. "We prefer it before shock 
corn, or corn and oats. Take ear 
corn and shell it: where it would 
feed 200 sheep, it would feed 300 
head if ground cob and all ." 

Options and Futures. 
The following is a synopsis of 

Sanator Washburn 's bi l l : Op-
tions are defined as "any contract 
or agreement whereby a pa r ty 
thereto (or any par ty for whom, 
or in whose behalf such contract 
or agreement is made) contracts 
to have or give to himself, or to 
another, the option to buy or sell 
at a fu tu re time any of the grain 
or o ther commodity" named la-
ter. Fn tu res are defined as "any 
contract or agreement whereby 
a \joil tj* ztgreejs u> L»uy or agrees 
to sell at a fu tu re time to another 
any of the articles" mentioned 
hereaf ter "when at the time of 
making such contract or agree-
ment the par ty so agreeing to 
make such delivery (or the pa r ty 
for whom he acts as agent, bro-
ker or employe in making such 
contract or agreement) is not at 
the time of making the same, the 
owner of the article so contracted 
and agreed to be deliveree, or un-
less the article so contracted to 
be sold and delivered shall sub-
sequently be actually delivered to 
the purchaser for manufacture or 
consumption." He excepts, how-
ever, f rom this any contract or 
agreement for fu tu re delivery 
made with the United States or 
any state, county or municipality, 
or with the duly authorized offi-
cers or agents thereof, and ex-
cepts any of the contracts or 
agreements made by fa rmers for 
the sale and delivery of any of 
the articles named, viz: "Wheat , 
corn, oats, rye. barley, cotton, 
and all other farm products; also 
pork, lard, and all o ther hog 
products ." 

Dealers in options or fu tu res 
a re required to take out a license 
from the Commissioner of Inter-
nal Revenue, paying $1,000 per 
year for the same. They are re-
quired to make a s tatement of 
their business each week, and 
pay 5 cents per pound for each 
and every pound of cotton, or 
pork, lard or o the r hog products, 
and 20 cents per bushel for each 
and every bushel of any of the 
other articles named above. 

There are, of course, heavy 
fines fo r not living up to the re-
quirements of the law, and much 
red tape as to the methods of re-
cording and duplicating all trans-
actions in options and futures . 

— — ^ 
The spr ing seed catalogues be-

gin to arrive, J . T. Lovett 's, of 
Li t t le Silver, N. J . , being among 
the first and finest. A good cat-
alogue every year is among the 
essentials for those who are bor-
t iculturally inclined. Send for 
Lovett 's . 



2 TECB GORA-IsTO-IS VISITOR. 
FEB. 15,18S2 

Speech Against Options. j commend to the attention of farm-1 farmers, dealers and manufactur 
" T h e shor t seller is to day the ! e r s - — E d - ] ] e r s might throw him out of a job; 

anarchist of America," said John j St. Johns, Mich., January. 1892. therefore, to cover up his t racks 
Whitaker, a large pork packer of | —To Our Friends, the Farmers : ! and create discord he howls about 
St. Louis, Mo., and Wichita. Kas., j o u r greet ing we wish to thank j the dishonest farmer. Do away 
on the 5th inst., in an 'address to y°u» especially those who have with this class of men; buy agri-
the House Committee on Agricul- purchased tools direct of us dur- cultural implements the same as 

ing the past two seasons, for their you would buy anything else. Do 
kindness, honorable dealings and I not ask for implements on trial 

tu re in advocacy of the anti-op-
tions bill. 

To Representat ive Alexander, 
Mr. Whitaker said that unques-
tionably the tendencv of "shor t" " " »c woio sumcwum 
selling was to depress prices and | skeptical about dealing directly 
to interfere with legitimate trade. I w i t h y ° u a s w e had been informed 
™ ^ i time and time again by dealers 

encouraging letters which set 
for th the merits of our tools. 

At first we were somewhat 

c 6 
Farmers , he said, were not com 
pelled to market their grain in-
stead of storing it. but the expe-
rience of the pas t e ight years had 
taught them tha t holding wheat 
was a "losing game." and that 
with this unlimited short selling 
"beat ing down the price" each 
year, the best time to sell grain 
was as soon as it was harvested. 

"Wipe out if possible the short 
seller, the non-owner, in other 
words the American anarchist ." 
said Mr. Whitaker, adding "Tha t 
is what he is. I say it soberly. 
The short seller is to-day the an-
archist of Amei •ica — the worst 
one we have, and he will make 
the farmer come down and sell 
his stuff under the red flag." 

Mr. Whitaker said the wheat 
exported this year had probably 
averaged in price 95 cents per 
bushel, and if this proposed law 
had been in force, he believed it 
would have brought considerably 
more than one dollar per bushel. 
He did not believe the law would 
hur t owners of real grain or pro-
visions, because, if fictitious of-
ferings were done away with, the 
market would be supplied with 
actual grain and provisions and, 
there being a smaller quanti ty 
offered, prices would be better. 
In New York it was regarded as 
necessary to sell 80,000,000 bush-
els of grain to market the three 
or four million. We produced no 
coffee, and for tha t reason he be-
lieved in option selling in coffee. 
Tha t gave the American citizen 
cheaper coffee, as it enabled the 
price to be fixed by sales of large 
quantities of coffee that was not in 
existence. Option wheat sales 
had recently begun in Liverpool, 
and the practice was good for 
England oecause she was a large 
importer of wheat. 

Mr. Hatch: In your experience, 
what effect has the fictitious sale 
of meat products had upon the 
price? 

Mr. Whitaker: I t has 
allv lowered tha price. 

In reply to Representative 
Caminetti, Mr. Whitaker said the 
actual products which came upon 
marke t had to be sold at the price 
fixed by the unlimited offerings 
and fictitious buying or selling. 
Meat products the last year, he 
thought , would have been 10 to 
20 per cent h igher if they had 
been competing with real pro-
ducts. 

In answer to a question by Mr. 
I «wis, Mr. Whitaker said that in 
his judgment this fictitious sell-
ing produced an abnormal condi-
tion of thfi market which defeat-
ed the law of supply and de-
mand. He believed tha t cotton 
would have sold for eight cents 
or more this year, but for short 
selling by bears. 

Mr. Lewis: In your opinion, 
then, 8,500,000 bales is not over-
production? 

Mr. Whitaker said he was not a 
cotton expert , and could not ans 

continu-

wer tha t question, but he thought c u l t u r a l implemen 
if investigated it would be found d u c e d a n d dealers 

| and a certain class of traveling 
| men called experts, that farmers 
| were tricky, and that they would 
| take tools on trial, do their work 
j and then return them; but a f te r 
| two years experience and the sale 
jof several hundred tools with 
! only two returned, and prompt 
j payments and good testimonials, 
[ we have come to the conclusion 
that we had been misinformed. 

Every Grange, every church, 
I community and every business 
| has its black sheep. In the retail 
I t rade there is a class of dealers 
I who are always preaching honesty 
| but never practice it. Smooth 
| talkers, who promise anything 
i any everything to make a sale, 
| all blarney to your face, and stab 
I when your back is turned. There 
j is also a class of slick farmers 
built upon the same principle, 
and taking the three classes, the 
tricky dealer, cunning farmer 
and traveling expert, the reputa-
tion of the farmers as a class has 
been very much impaired. 

The interests of farmers, coun-
t ry dealers and manufacturers of 
agricultural implements, and 
other lines of goods as well, are 
identical, or should be, because 
without the farmer the implement 
manufacturer could not exist and 
there would be no use for the 
country store, and without im-
plement manufacturers and coun-
t ry dealers the farmer would find 
life a burden; and as the majori ty 
of the three classes—farmers, 
dealers and manufacturers, are 
borrowers, they should be in 
sympathy with one another in 
politics as well as in business; 
and if cheap money, cheap f re ights 
and the abolition of t rus ts and 
pombinlatious will be beneficial to 

I the farmers they will certainly 
I be a benefit to the dealers and 
honest manufacturers, who 
opposed to combinations 
trusts. 

If the reliable fa rmers (and 
there is a host of them), honest 
tradesmen and manufacturers in-
terested in the welfare of the 
furmers would get together, in-
vestigate and compare notes, get 
acquainted and bar ou t the shyster 
element, give the political trick-
sters and calamity howlers to un-
derstand that they had no use for 
them, confidence would soon be 
restored. 

In times past manufacturers 
and dealers made money and so 
did the farmers, but for the pas t 
few years it has been only by 
close figuring and strict attention 
to business that capital invested 
has paid legal interest, and tak-
ing a number of failures into con-
sideration it shows that quite a 
percentage do not make two ends 
meet. Yet the calamity howlers 
will tell you that the manufac-
turers and dealers are robbing 
you at every turn. 

There is no doubt but what the 
price on certain classes of agri-
cultural implements could be re-

or on long time. Set up your 
own tools and cut off an unnecess-
ary expense. If there is any-

pur thing wrong with the tool 

are 
and 

chased, reliable manufacturers 
and dealers will be as anxious to 
r ight it as you are, and the ex-
pense saved, manufacturers and 
dealers would gladly divide with 
you. 

If manufacturers would spend 
more time in -the country and get 
acquainted with the consumers 
and users of their products they 
would be both'healthier and wiser, 
and would take with a good many 
grains of allowance reports sent 
in by unscrupulous agents and 
traveling men. 

A clipping from the Farm 
Machinery, written by the broad-
gauged dealer, E. A. Keller, of 
Edwardsvilie, 111., President of 
the National Association of Re-
tail Dealers, is worthy of notice. 
I t is as follows: 

"A certain class of people and 
a certain class of cheap newspa-
pers are in the habit of abusing 
and ridiculing farmers at every 
opportunity.* Much of this may 
be ascribed to ignorance and the 
love of fun. Many men get all 
their ideas of fa rmers f rom cari-
catures and stale hayseed witti-
cisms. If these make fun in a 
friendly spirit they may be for-
given, and pitied for their conceit. 
But all of the ' fun' is not innocent, 
and much of the coarse abuse is 
malevolent in design. Fa rmers 
are represented as narrow mind-
ed, ignorant, brazenly selfish; 
awkward in appearance, rude in 
speech and manner, penurious 
cunning and credulous. I have 
dealt with farmers for many years, 
and k n o w l ' W i to be intelligent, 
well i n f o i J , gentlemenly, and 
generous f Tar as their limited 
means w i | t tjermlt. They have 
had a hai, me for some years 
and have money to throw 
away,- thaV«s all. As for their 
intelligence, it great ly exceeds 
that of most of the people and edi-
tors whe abuse them, and be-
tween their manners and those of 
their detractors there is no com-
parison. The farmers are the 
back bone of this country, and if 
those who ridicule them would 
but realize the fact that they are, 
in comparison, no better than a 
nail on the little toe, it would be 
better for all concerned." 

Trust ing that before the close 
of another season that confidence 
will be partially, if not fully 
restored, we remain. 

Very Truly Yours, 
W H I P P L E H A R R O W C O . 

most certain to do good later in 
the season, as it does not revert 
or become insoluble.—Boston 
Cultivator. 

Profits in Feeding Cattle and Hogs. 
The following letters on this 

subject are clipped from a recent 
issue of the Country Gentleman: 

Mr. R. G. Risser 's test of feed-
ing 33 two and three-year-old 
steers and 56 pigs seems to have 
resulted quite unsatisfactorily, 
and he asks where the trouble is. 

The purpose in view was to 
produce the greatest amount of 
beef and pork with the least ex-
penditure of labor and money 
from the supply of feed mention-
ed by him—2,545i bu. corn. 21.1 
tons hay, 40 acres clover pasture 
and 60 acres cornstalks. 

In the first place the corn 
should have been cut and stouted 
as soon as it became well glazed, 
as at tha t period the stalks are 
green and tender and would have 
been worth one-third as much as 
the corn for feeding, and drawn 
to the stable on a low wagon, 
from which it should be fed in 
the stout, thus avoiding the tedi-
ous job of husking, worth 4c per 
bushel. 

The steers should also have 
been stabled nights through the 
month of September, where they 
should have been fed night and 
morning, so that a few of the 
stronger ones could not intimi-
date the weaker ones and receive 
the lion's share, and turned in 
pasture during the day. Af te r 
September they should remain 
in the stable until marketed. 

Feeding them 23 lbs. corn (ears 
on the stalk) and 5 lbs. of hay to 
each steer per day would, I am 
confident, produce a gain of 2 lb. 
on each steer per day. The waste 
feed and manure f rom the cattle 
should be drawn twice daily to 
the pasture in which the hogs 
are kept, and spread from the 
wagon. The hogs should also have 
a small load of corn in the stout 
drawn to them as often as neces-
sary. 

R. fed to each steer per day 46 
lbs. pf corn and 11 lbs. of hay for 
114 days, which increased the 
weight of each 205 lbs. With the 
system of stable feeding, R. will 
feed the same number of cattle 
more profitably and save fully 40 
per cent of his feed, or could in-
crease his herd to that extent. 

J . J . M A H E R . 
Albany County, N. Y. 

if investigated it would be found d u c e d a n d dealers would make 
tha t the 8,500,000 bales produced | m o r e m o n e y than under the pres-
would not have had the damag- ent system. 
ing effect it has had on the price " h e implement t rade supports 
but for short selling and the p u b - 1 t h o u s a n d s o f exper ts which 
lication of numerous reports of 
over-production and small con-
sumption. He frequently receiv 

thousands of exper ts which the 
manufacturer, dealer and farmer 
would be bet ter off without. They 
are not legitimate traveling men 
and should not be classes as such. 
They are worse than the shyster 
dealer as they are a bundle of 
promises and guarantees and will 
guarantee an implement to do all 
kinds of farm work, f rom digging 
potatoes to milking a cow; will 
misrepresent the sale to the dealer 
and lie to his employer, the manu-
facturer, and when sett l ing time 
comes there is a general hubbub, 
and confidence in humanity is 
terribly shaken. 

Our experience has demonstrat-
ed to us tha t experts are not need-
ed, and tha t fa rmers have less 
trouble when they set up their 
own machines than when they 
have the assistance of an expert, 
and it is a well known fact tha t 

[There is a good deal of hard experts or helpers as a class are 
sense in the following letter f rom not breeders of harmony, as har-
the Whipple Harrow Co., that we I mony and confidence between 

ed let ters f rom Europe saying 
the writers could pay better pri-
ces for meats if the American 
market could only be kept steady. 
But this market could not be 
kep t steady when the cash price 
was being pulled down by sales 
for fu tu re delivery by every Tom, 
Dick and Har ry . 

Mr. Moses: You think, then, 
tha t the price of commodities is 
governed by the amount of ficti-
tious offerings? 

Mr. Whitaker: Undoubtedly. 
Mr. Moses: Do you hold that 

the market is not regulated by the 
law of supply and demand? 

Mr. Whitaker: Yes, sir. 

Winter Manure Methods. 
At the beginning of winter a 

thick layer of s traw or other 
material should be spread over 
the barnyard. If the yard is too 
large to warrant this it is too 
large for profit. Without some 
receptacle to retain it, most of 
the liquid excrement of domestic 
animals is wasted. This means 
the loss of the portion of excre-
ment that is richest in ammonia, 
and, therefore, most stimulating 
to plant growth. F resh urine is 
often so caustic that it burns vege-
tation to which it is applied, but 
it loses this injurious effect when 
fermented. If the barnyard is 
small, as it ought to be. then suc-
cessive layers of bedding may be 
thrown down, the stock eating 
what it wishes. If grain is given 
more s traw and other coarse feed 
will be given, thus taking the 
place of good hay and making 
richer manure. Before spr ing 
this accumulation of bedding with 
liquid and solid excrement mixed 
should be piled in heaps to fer-
ment. I t is a good plan to add a 
small quanti ty of phosphate well 
distributed through the heap. 
Stable manure is generally de-
ficient in phosphate especially if 
largely mixed with straw. If the 
two are applied separately neither 
does the good it should, though 
a f t e r the stable manure is dis-
tributed grain crops should have 
an additional dose of phosphate, 
as with the drill it can be distrib-
uted in contact with the seed so 
as to do it most good when the 
plants begin to start . But the 
phosphate mixed with manure is 

Mr. Risser shows net profits of 
only 145 above retail prices of 
corn and hay, and nothing for 
cornstalks or pasture. I think at 
present market prices he has 
done very well in get t ing retail 
prices for his corn and hay on 
his farm. If he owns the farm, 
manure will pay for labor. 

I don't believe tha t one-third of 
all the cattle fed the last five 
years in Illinois and Iowa (if we 
could get the figures) have sold 
at home for as much money as 
the feed they ate would have sold 
for. I mean to say tha t one-third 
or more of the cattle fed the last 
five years have been fed at an ac-
tual money loss. 
• Mr. Risser bought his cattle 
Sept. 1, for quality and weight, 
3 cts. per lb., cheap, which is the 
first essential in feeding cattle 
where you have to expect such 
low markets to sell on, but he 
should have had a better gain 
than 205 lbs. in 115 days feeding, 
on less corn and hay. I know 
from experience, however, tha t 
September and December of 1891 
were poor months to feed in—1 
September on account of flies, 
December f rom mud and soft 
weather. I know of several par-
ties here whose cattle in Decem-
ber did not gain a pound. 

I think Mr. R. 's cattle should 
have done as well as they did on 
$ bu. corn per day each steer, 
which would have been about 
1320 bush, for 115 days he fed. 
According to his figures, he fed 
2545 bushels, so tha t would leave 
1225 bu. for his hogs (besides the 
droppings). Tha t amount of corn 
at 40c would be $490; add to cost 
of pigs, $206, am't $696. His hogs 
were sold for §450, a loss of $246, 
and also a loss of all cattle drop-
pings. No one can buy stock 
hogs at 4c per lb. and feed them 
on 40c. corn, and then sell for 3£c. 
pe r lb., without losing money. 

The way we feed is to break 
our ear corn into about three 
pieces, in troughs, and then put 
one hog af ter every two steers, 
as cattle will not drop and' throw 

out of t roughs so much corn if 
broken. 

I also think Mr. Risser fed too 
much hay, if he had clover pas-
ture and corn stalks, as he says. 
Fi f teen tons of hay should have 
been enough to have fed them. 
Also think it was a loss le t t ing 
his cattle roam over so large an 
extent as 60 acres of stalks. So 
I think Mr. R. must add to $246 
loss on hogs, $48 loss on hay. 
which would make $294, and 
charge that to his own mistake. 
His cattle would have paid him 
fair ly well. 

S . F . L E F E V R E . 
Johnson county, Iowa. 

Consumption of Wheat Increasing. 
We know of no means of more 

closely calculating the per capi ta 
rate of wheat consumption than 
on the basis of actual quanti ty 
consumed, applied to population, 
says the Cincinnati ' -Price Cur-
rent ." The correctness of such 
calculation of course depends on 
the approximate accuracy of the 
official statements of production 
and of exportation, and of esti-
mates of comparative supplies in 
the country at the beginning and 
ending of the term of years rep-
resented bysuch calculations. I t 
has been generally accepted by 
the trade that on July 1, 1882. 
and on July 1, 1889, the wheat 
reserves of the country were 
practically at the minimum point. 
If it be recognized tha t such 
reserves were approximately 
equal in quantity on these dates, 
the consumption of wheat for the 
intervening period of seven 
years is logically determinable 
by a simple application of official 
data. The quantity reported pro-
duced during this period was 3,-
124.000,000 bushels; used for seed-
ing, 373,000,000; exported. 848,-
000,000; remainder, represent ing 
consumption for food and all 
other purposes, 1,903,000,000 
bushels. On the basis of the 1890 
census, an application of popula-
tion figures results in an average 
of 4.81 bushels yearly per capita 
for this period. An examination 
into data, and similarly for prev-
ious years, leads us to the con-
clusion that there has been a 
moderate gain in the per capita 
rate of consumption of wheat go-
ing on in late years, and justifies 
the view that the average for the 
seven years shown is more likely 
to fall short of the current ra te 
now than otherwise. I t is im-
practicable to estimate the 
quantity actually consumed for 
food purposes apar t f rom all 
others uses. The census of 1890 
implies about 64,000,000 as the 
population of the United States 
on Ju ly 1.1891. Applying the 
4.81 par capita rate the domestic 
consumption of wheat for all pur-
poses for the current year would 
be 308,000.000 bushels. If 55,-
000,000 be allowed for seeding, 
the requirements on this basis 
will be 363,000,000. Calculating 
the production as 600,000,000 
would admit of 237,000,000 
bushels for exportation, by re-
ducing reserves to the point a t 
which they were at the beginning 
of the the year. I t does not al-
ways follow tha t the working 
classes buy the cheapest food 
articles. In times of ful l em-
ployment and good earning they 
are liable to consult economy in 
such matters much less rigidly 
than under other conditions. 
Wheat was not high in cost dur-
ing the year preceding the pres-
ent cereal year; nor as yet this 
year .  

[Below are specimen let ters re-
ceived concerning the sewing ma-
chine we sell for $15. Mrs. Mer-
riman's machine was the very 
first one sent out.—Ed.] 

NAOMI, Mich. , J a n . 19, '92.— 
Ed. Visitor: The machine arrived 
all r ight. We are pleased with 
it so f a r as we have used it. If 
it holds out as well as it does i ts 
work now, we will feel as though 
we had quite a bargain. Yours 
respectfully, • C. L D E W I T T . 

B A N G O R , Mich., Feb. 1st,'92.— 
E D . V I S I T O R : When we bought 
the sewing machine of you they 
either forgot to send the instruc-
tion book or it was lost in some 
way. Can we get one? There 
are some of the at tachments tha t 
I do not understand using. I 
like the machine first-rate; it 
does as good work as a $30.00 
machine can possibly do. If you 
have no instruction books give 
me the address of the manufac-
turers . Resp'y, 

M R S . B . M E R R I M A N . 


