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ninety-two per cent of private 
promises to pay money. If a re-

j demption fund of only eight per 
cent is sufficient to float with con-

I fidence ninety-two per cent in in-
| dividual promises, it certainly 
j does not require one dollar in gold 
; as a redemption fund to maintain 
confidence in the government 

still continues in this country, is bonds to be issued is based upon 
such a gross injustice to the peo- j the credit they hope for. and not 
pie who are compellenAto^ay in- on the estimated cost of the road 
terest and dividends upon infla- If they think their franchise can 
ted capital, that it is surprising floats, 900 per mile they will is-
that politicians and legislatures j sue bonds to that amount & stocl 
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The fact that three hundred 
I and forty-six millions in green-1 
j backs, which are simple promises' 
I to pay at some time not mention- { 
I ed, are maintained at par with 

ISIU. I gold all over the world, with on-1 
the country demands, without : ^ a hundred million in gold ap-! 
this added power of currency con- propriated as a redemption fund, j 
trol, is daily demonstrated by the demonstrates to a certainty that j 

R e p o r t o f E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . 
Continued f rom Dec. 15th. 

constant and rapid increase in the 
number of banks organized and 
the rapid decline of bank note 
circulation. 

As an inducement to the people 
to turn the money issuing power 
of the government over to bank 

with the pledge of the govern- j 
ment upon them, treasury notes, j 
payable on demand, can be main- j 
tained at par with gold to the! 
same extent for every dollar in i 
gold set apart for its redemption, j 

There is now in. the treasury ! u c f , u v c i u i u c u i i over 1 0 OanK- i . «> •» " i m c n c m a u r y 
1 corporations, Mr. Harst pro-1 000,000 in gold, held for the 

poses to tax the banks two per redemption of §140,000.000 gold { 
cent per annum on their.circula- certificates, "on the same basis and j 
tion for the public revenue. If | f o r t h e same reason that the 
this tax came out of the profits I greenbacks are maintained. This: 
of the bank there would be some I ^1^0,000.000 will maintain at pari 
sense in proposing it; but Mr. I w i t h g ° l d §484,000,000, or-§344,-
Hars t and every other business j 000,000 more than is now outstan-1 
man must know that the banks d i n » against it. 

" " " Thus if necessary the circula- : 

ting medium may be increased to i 
the extent of §344,000.000 upon a 
gold basis without reference to an 

would add this tax to their dis 
counts, and as much more as the 
condition of the money market 
of their own producing would o—• ~ ~ »- w «4 
permit. The patrons of the bank ! o u n c e o f silver in the treasury. 

~ r. -- V^s.^r. ^ ¿ î w t a s t i is in the t r e a s u r e « ! 
«—4. ' . • _ ver to the amount of $395,o0o.o0"0 

gold value, held for the redemp-
tion of §395,000,000 silver certifi-

manufacturers must necessarily 
add this increased expense to the 
price of their goods, and the peo-
ple in the end pay, not only the 
I K T O per cent tax but the profits 
of the banks in addition. 

We prefer tha t the govern-
ment over which the people have 

necessary 
e r than have the taxing power I * . <=>— — 
turned over to irresponsible cor- , . r e \ s c o w the treasury suf-
porations over which the people' rf u s e d 

cates and treasury notes; on the 
same basis and for the same rea-
son that the #100,000,000 in gold 
maintains §346.000,000 in green-
backs, this §395,000,000 gold val mem, over wnicn tne people have uuu.wu goia vai 

control, shall levy and collect all u e w i l l maintain at par*l,366,700. 
necessary taxes for revenue, rath- ^ o r $971,700.000 more than i 
...4.1— , ,, . . I now stands pledged 

it 
to redeem. 

have no control. We are equally 
opposed to the f ree and unlimited 
coinage of either gold or silver. 

First , because if the govern-
ment stamp of coinage adds any-
thing to the money value of the 
metal coined, the people whose 
credit gives it that added value 
are entitled to the benefit ; 

Second, because instead of in-
creasing the circulation it would 
contract it to the extent of the 
gold now in use estimated at the 
sum of seven hundred millions; 
and 

Third, it would throw nearly 
the whole burden of raising sil-
ver bullion to par with gold upon 
the farmers of the United States. 

Our exports would be paid for 
in silver, and gold would be exac-
ted for our imports, until the i ° 
drain of silver from Europe to P e o P l e from 
America, and the drain of gold * 
from America to Europe, should 
br ing the two metals at par in the 
ratio of sixteen to one. 

The government alone has pow-
er to coin money and to say what 
shall be a legal tender, and we 
see no necessity for delegating 
this power or any portion of it to 
individuals or private corpora-
tions, for the purpose of increas-
ing the money circulation. 

Advocates of the single gold 
standard are fond of telling us 
tha t ninety-two per cent of all the 
business in the country is done 
with private notes, checks, draf ts , 
bonds and other negotiable paper 
and only eight per cent with mon-
ey. All the life and vitality which 
gives this ninety-two per cent of 
negotiable paper power to float, 
is the faith in the receiver tha t he 
can turn it into money at will. 
Thus the eight per cent of money 
proves the redemption fund for 

as a redemption 
fund, to maintain at par with gold 
§1,315,700,000 more than is now 
outstanding. 

Enough, one would think, to 
satisfy the wildest inflationist. 
As treasury notesjon this redemp-
tion fund could issue no faster 
than the needs of the government 
required, there could" be no dan-
ger of disturbing values by any 
sudden inflation. With these re-
sources, the government has the 
means now in hand with which to 
fort i fy our harbors and make our 
whole coast impregnable to any 
existing power. To create a na-
vy second to no other nation; one 
that shall command the respect 
of and secure civil treatment 
from all other powers. That will 
make American citizenship a pro-
tecting shield, that will guard our 
| 11 " injury or insult in 
every foreign land. 

Not only this, but sufficient in ! 
addition thereto to make ample! 
improvements in our water-ways j 
from the falls of St Anthony to 
the Gulf of Mexico, and from the | 
Mississippi to the lakes, and from | 
the lakes to the s ea ; broad en-
ough and deep enough to accom-
odate our vast and rapidly increa-
sing commerce, independent of 
the consent, and beyond the in-
terference, of any foreign domin-
ion; and all this without adding 
one dollar by taxation to the rev-
enue. Such expenditures would 
afford a gradual and healthy ad-
dition to the general circulation, 
and inaugurate an era of unexam-
pled activity in all branches of 
business throughout the nation. 
O V E R - C A P I T A L I Z A T I O N O F R A I L 

R O A D C O R P O R A T I O N S . 

The method of capitalization of 
railroad property which has pre-
vailed for the last fifty years, and 

1 1 j 1 11 J r . I uw m a t c t m o u u i as STOCK 
should have allowed it to exist so ¡to an equal or greater amount, 
long, or should allow V, longer to Having constructed and equipped 
C ° w i n U e ' • , ' ' t he road at a cost of from§10.000 

When individuals or co-part- ; to £15,000 per mile with the pro-
nerships so conduct '.heir bus-' ceeds of the sale of their bonds 
mess that their liabil- ;es exceed; the difference of §10 000 per mile 
their assets they ar-i compelled; the corporators proceed to add to 
either to make an assignment for; their princely private fortunes 
the benefit of their creditors, or1 leaving the bonds as a perpetual 
be closed out by a t ta ining proc-; charge upon the patrons of the 
ess of the court. When a purely road. Not being personally re-
private corporation so conducts sponsible to the purchasers of the 
its business that its liabilities ex- bonds for either principal or in-
ceeds its assets, a receiver is ap-: terest. the corporators' if thev 
pointed by the court ar d its prop-1 choose, might here abandon the 
erty sold for the liquidation of its j road to the holders of the bonds 

£ ; v ., content with the profit of §10.000 
±>ut when a railroad corpora-j per mile thus acquired 

tion to whom the state has sur- j But they still have twenty-five 
rendered a p a r t of Its tfght of em- j thousanddollarspermilein stocks 
ment domain, sees fitifco hypoth-1 upon which they may drawsemi-
ecate its property f o ^ thrice its j annual dividends of from three to 
value, it is allowed to «mtinue in j five per cent, if the necessities of 
business, and tax the tjeople and j the people will give business en-
mdustry of the distr-ft through! ough to the road to earn it 
which it runs to whatever extent I So they proceed to charge their 
necessary to pay the m e r e s t on ' passengers all the law will per-

I its bonds, and d i v i d e s to thejmit , and tax their f re ight all the 
| holder of its fictitious > c k . traffic will bear. Thus the pro-

1 here are a hundred and sixty | ducers and consumers whose pro-
1 seven thousand miles' of railroad I ducts and supplies are handled 
j constructed in the U*it,-d States, by the road are forced to pay in-
capitalized at sixty tlv., sand dol- terest upon a fictitious capital of 

l iars per mile, p-™ —1 - n . . — ^ - -
b'liior« of -v.(f wr 

i t h e p e o p l e ov TSie unitedTepftoffie' or" raurOau «BHtfitfirfci 
; States are paying dividends over | the United States, and the man-
| and above the expense of opera j ner in which the vast fortunes of 
| tion and repairs. If this enor- the railroad kings are acquired 
« mous tax upon the people to pay I t is thus that the American 
interest and dividends upon cap- j people are taxed to pay annual 

jitai at thrice its value was re-1 interest at more than five per 
¡tained and redistributed in this; cent on more than five billion of 
| country, it would be less disas- j fictitious capital, a tax equal to 
| t rous toour business interests and half the entire expenditure of the 
• less disastrous in its effects. j government, and more than four 
: But unfortunately one-third of i dollars per head for every man 
I this capital is owned abroad, and 1 woman and child in the republic' 
one-third of the interest and divi ! This ought not to be permitted 
dend is sent out of the country to j or endured. We are will in- and 
enrich foreign capital. | desirous that the tariff rates of 

Over one hundred millions, and railroads should be sufficiently 
nearer one hundred and fifty mil-! high to afford better wages to 
lion dollars per year are thus j their employes, specially the train 
drawn trom the earnings of | men whose dangerous occupation 
American labor with no return. 1 entitles them to better remuner-
W ere it not for this constant out-1 ation. 
flow of gold or its equivalent in | We are willing that the man-
American products, for which j agement should be paid for their 
nothing is returned, the product | experience and ability even to the 
ot our gold and silver mines, and j princely salary they now receive-
tne average annual balance of | and we are willing that the rail-
trade with foreign countries in j road corporations should have a 
our favor, would yield a sufficient fair remuneration for the use of 
increase m our circulating medi- the capital actually en t en no- into 
um to meet all the demands of an | the cost of the road, equal to or 
increasing trade and commerce, | even greater, than the average 
without recourse to fiat money, j earned by capital invested in oth-

n o t e s - o r the free and un- • er business. But we are not wil-

-!!<••. -.anaaoi- j terest upon a fictitioifc capital of 
m ^ S ten, thirty-five thousand dollars per 

?»>uj milp f ir all time. This is a fair 

respects to its present condition. 
We would also have the com 

missioners make an inventory of 
! the bonds outstanding against the 
! road and the face value of the 
stock issued, and if the two ex-
ceed by fifty per cent the value 
of the road, declare it insolvent, 
have a receiver appointed by the 
courts to take charge and sell it 
in liquidation of its liabilities. 

To prevent in the future such 
fictitious capitalization, we would 

j empower the commissioners to 
j supervise the issuing of stock and 
j bonds, and to limit the face value 
| of the stock to the estimated cost 
of the road and its proper equip-
ment; and the amount of the bon-

| ded debt to one-half the capital 
I stock. And when the net earn-
ings of a road over the cost of re-
pairs and running expenses, in-
cluding a fair salary to its officers, 
exceed six per cent per annum 
upon the capital stock and bonds, 
compel a lowering of the tariff 
schedules to the extent of such 
excess. 

L O A N S B Y G O V E R N M E N T ON 
F A R M M O R T G A G E S . 

We affirm our unqualified dis-
approbation of the scheme for 
government loans on farm mort-
gages. We are unalterably op 
posed to class legislation in favor 
of the bankers or the railroad 
kings. All we ask is equal rights, 
equal privileges, and equal con-
sideration for the benefit of agri-
culture as that which .Vie govern 

j u i e B t " e x l f e i i u : , " " T r f - ¿{^VihSiifZci, 
of business. 

i A G R I C U L T U R A L D E P A R T M E N T . 
! We most heartily approve thf 

; limited coinage of silver. j ling to be overtaxed to the am-
| A number of individuals orga- j ount of three hundred million dol-
| nize a company under the provis- j lars a year, or any other sum to 
110ns ot the general railroad law, grat i fv the insatiate greed of 
• designating the terminal points | railroad corporations. 
| and the general direction the road 1 Having pointed out the evils of 
j is to run. They then proceed to j over-capitalization of railroads 
make the survey, entering upon | we may be asked to suggest a 

i the private property of citizens i n F M r n v 

with or without permission of the I * ' , " 
| owner. j * * h a t would you do to avoid the 

continuance of this unjust taxa-Under the r ight of eminent do-
main, which the state has surren- tion by railroad corporations to 

pay interest and dividends on fic-

! Ä S ä Ä I A » d . y o u do topre 
less of the wishes or interests of 
the owner. Having thus secured 
the right of way, their franchise 
is established and the construc-
tion of the road is begun. The 
next thing to do is to issue bonds 
for its construction and equip-
ment. 

These bonds for the purpose of 
attracting European capital, are 
made payable, principal and in-
terest, in gold. The amount of 

/ 7 0 4 2 6 

vent the continuance of fictitious 
capitalization? 

To avoid the continuance of this 
unjust taxation we would empow-
er and make it a duty of the com-
missioner of railroads in the sev-
eral states, or the In te r -S ta te 
Commerce Commission of the 
United States to ascertain the 
present value of every railroad ; 
by which we mean what it would 
cost to build and equip the road 
at the present time equal in all 

policy of th*> Secretary of Agri-
j culture and extend to him our 
warmest congratulations on the 

j success of his administration of 
i the affairs of his department. 
| We hope the Secretary will ex-
1 tend his system of crop reports 
j so as to embrace foreign countries 
I as well as our own. As the price 
jof all exportable products de-
!pends upon the wor lds demand 
and the world's supply it would 
be most beneficial to the farmers 
of the United States if they could 
know the ratio of supply to de-
mand of all export products from 

j time to time, during the planting, 
growing, harvesting and market 

| season. As, for instance : 
| If they could know the acreage 
j of wheat sown in each wheat pro-
I ducing country; and condition of 
the crop from time to time du-
ring its growth, the probable 

| yield per acre at harvest time, 
j the probable amount available 
| for export, and the probable de-
! mand of the importing countries 
j to cover shortage in home supply, 
I they would have a fair basis to 
j guide them both in production 
I and marketing. And if the de-
p a r t m e n t having obtained this 
| information would estimate from 
j the ratio of price to supply, as 
I equalized for a period of five years 
jpast, the probably price which 
j wheat would bring as thus de-
jduced, and publish the conclus-
ion arrived at, it would go fa r to-

j ward suppressing the evil inflict-
ed by boards of trade, 

j The entire effort of the specu-
lator in wheat is to keep down 
the price by false reports and 
fictitious sales until the crop is 
out of the farmers ' hands, and 
then by withholding sales force 
the consumer to pay an exhorbit-
ant price; the information above 
suggested would assure the farm-
er in holding his product until 
the natural value which supply 
and demand will give is offered. 
If farmers could be assured be-
forehand of the probable demand 
and supply, and the probable 

{Continued on 5th page.) 
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Eighty A c r e Farms. 
Read before the Farmers ' Association, of Ant-

werp and Paw Paw, Dec. 3d. 1891, by E. B. Welch. 

In this paper I will attempt to 
give only a few thoughts that 
occur to me on a subject that 
sooner or later we may all have 
to consider. If what I may say 
may provoke a lively discussion 
I shall feel satisfied. 

By eighty acre farms I wish to 
be understood as recommending 
small farms. They may vary in 
size to meet the requirements of 
different circumstances. With us 
in this vicinity I believe that 20 
acres and 120 acres are the two 
extremes. As we go east, we 
find the farms decrease in acre 
age, till we reach the New Eng-
land states we find them so small 
that we can hardly believe that 
people can realize as they do, on 
so small an acreage. In Europe 
we find the farms so small and 
farming so intense that we think 
it marvelous that a familv can 
exist on a piece of land hardly 
larger than we might devote to a 
garden. I need not mention the 
methods employed to enable them 
to realize as they do. The ex-
planation would show that the 
thoroughness of cultivation and 
economy in use of products of 
the small farm, would be the 
main points of contrast between 
their methods and ours On a 
large farm you can not make 
each one do its best. You can-
not keep it so rich, you can not 
till it so thorough ly, nor can you 
harvest its yield so well and 
handle it to so good an advantage 
as you can that of the small farm. 

I do not need to remind you of 
the reckless waste on a large 
farm, of time wasted by hired 
men, crops wasted in one harvest-
ing, and short crops from lack 
of cultivation during a busy 
season. I really believe the waste 
on a farm of 300 acres to be 
sufficient to maintain a good 
sized family in very decent style, 
all of which is lost and no one 
benefited in any way. 

The small farm is worked and 
kept in subjection by its owner 
who studies it and stimulates it, 
and realizes from it accordingly. 

TKe'Ta^ge*'' farm work's "tfie" 
owner; as a usual case it does not 
stimulate him, and he realizes 
from it as he might expect from 
a poorly planned, half tilled farm, 
with which he has no very in-
timate acquaintance. 

Small farms tend to make their 
owners better observers. If he is 
dependent on the yield of a small 
acreage, he will study the causes 
and effects, the most profitable 
crops, best varieties and best 
methods of cultivating them, It 
will be a source of satisfaction 
for him to state averages per 
acre rather than total harvest. 
He will be more careful, more 
observing, more thorough in all 
his undertakings and consequent-
ly more successful. 

Lage farms mean distant neigh-
bors and fewer families in a 
township, to the detriment of in-
dividuals and towns. The labor 
on a large farm is usually per-
formed by men who have no 
families and who often use their 
wages to no advantage. Or if 
they be saving, they have to go 
elsewhere to find investment. 
Large farms do not admit of near 
neighbors nor near social rela-
tions. but tend more to produce 
rivalry in amount of land owned 
and more of a feeling of strife 
than good fellowship. The feel-
ing would be more commendable 
were it directed toward increas-
ing the average yield of a smaller 
farm; then would the whole com-
munity be benefitted by the out-
come. Then, too, the investment 
of surplus capital in adjoining 
farms is not usually a profitable 
one. Why should we invest in 
more land when we are not 
thoroughly tilling that which we 
already own to the best 
advantage. Better loan our sur-
plus money, and keep our small 
farms on a paying basis, than to 
extend our farm at the risk of 
shortening profit on all. 

Large farms do not allow the 
farmer enough time for him to 
keep well informed on matters 
of state and society. He is al-
ways hurried, usually worried, 
and never feels as if he had a 
leisure moment. He sees and 
does everything as one who runs. 
He can never be authority on 
any question, but simply be the 
possessor of a smattering of gen-
eral information of which he finds 
but little that will interest and 

instruct those 

but not accurate. In my belief 
he has not the situation nor cir-
cumstances to make him as happy 
and useful a man as less land 
would allow him to be. And I 
believe that we should be more 
content with smaller acreage, 
but always aiming to do the best 
with what we already have. My 
belief in smaller farms is so 
strong that I feel to-day that had 
I not departed from the 80 acre 
limit several year ago. I might 
present a paper for your con-
sideration that would be of deep-
er interest than I am now able to. 

Cheap Meat. 
On careful computation it has 

been found that it costs only five 
or six cents per pound to produce 
chicken meat. As such meat is 
preferable in most homes to that 
of and other kind, it is evident 
that it is the part of economy for 
the farmer or any other man that 
can keep a flock of hens, to pro-
vide all the chicken meat for his 
household that can be consumed. 
This, with an abundance of eggs, 
will be found to greatly reduce 
the cost of provisions used by 
the family. We have said that 
the cost would be five or six cts. 
per pound, but this is figuring all 
the grain at the highest prices, 
and as everything having to be 
purchased. The fact is, that with 
the averege farmer a pound of 
chicken meat does not cost more 
than one-third of this, for the 
food fed does not cost the price 
of merchantable grain. There 
are enough unmarketable by pro-
ducts of the farm to keep a large 
flock. 

If the farmer has a flock of 
fowls consisting of one breed he 
can generally afford to let them 
run at large at this time of the 
year. Most of these farmers 
have grain fields, and from the 
harvesting operations much of 
the grain is scattered on the fields, 
and this the fowls will delight to 
pick up, profiting both by the 
food and the exercise in obtain-
ing it. Then, again, on most 
farms during the year many 
hogs 'and-' other- aitimakr 'are 
slaughtered, and the offal, if 
saved and put into shape for the 
fowls, will become a source of 
considerable profit. There is 
another source of supply, and 
that is the frequent abundance of 
half, rotted fruit, which the hens 
will gladly "pare and core" for 
it. With the addition of the 
table leavings these items great-
ly reduce the cost of the" meat 

•—— . Br* I SB k j ^ o » aiuugnnew Yorker, has iust sold his may possess general information, this line of work. The State has oldest and most faithful' team Af 
K l l f n/"\f n / > m i n n f / \ T»-. w> rr Vt/\li n f n r t t t » Uni->«t 4-X-. 1 ; j • i I -> _ H i LCCtlll U 1 now been so thoroughly itinerat 

ed by the ordinary farmers' in-
stitute, that almost every county 
has its institute association which 
holds an independent meeting 
every winter, with such unbound-
ed success that the State meetings 
in the older sections have no 
further ' mission'' to perform 
among those farmers. This state 
of thi ngs has compelled some 
effort at advancement along this 
line. The first meeting, at 
Buchanan, on the M. C. R. R., 
begins on Monday evening, Jan. 
4. and the one at Rochester the 
week following. The hotels and 
citizens at/ each of these places 
will entertain those in attendance 
at very cheap rates. The State 
pays for ufee of hall,lighting and 
janitor work, furnishes the speak-
ers and pays their bills; so that 
those in attendance will not be 
called upon to pay any part of 
the expense. I t is hoped that 
this will be an incentive for many 
farmers from a distance to at-
tend and stay through the week. 
Much of <the work done at our 
ordinary institutes is merely sug-
gestive and not thorough. It is 
intended that good solid informa-
tion shall be given on the ques-
tions up for consideration, by 
men who have a reputation for 
scientific attainments. Hon. C. 
W. Garfield of the State Board 
has charge of these meetings, 
which is a sufficient guarantee 
that the • interest will not be 
allowed tr wane or to lag. 

Twenty short institutes will be 
held in the State, and they are 
already located They are 
grouped In series of four each in 
contiguous territory. A series will 
occupy a| week, beginning on 
Monday Evening at one end of 
the line. JThe part of the force 
from the ifcollege, who open the 
institute,, i ^o on to the next on 
Tuesday "to open the second, and 
are followed by the closing force 
of the fir.st. At the last meeting 
on Friday, the whole force get 
together by afternoon and are at 
the finishtiq the evening, and re-
turn hx yea;aturday. The faculty 
of the college is divided, so that 
no member will have more than 
two weeks of itinerating. Some 
of them, however, will add the 
duties of the two long meetings 
to their other work. Applications 
for institutes are still coming 
from the newer counties, and the 

horses because they have reached 
an age when they can no lonsrer 

just sold his the time the meeting convenes. 
there will be a grand array of 
ideas to lay before it. Every 

perform the a m J u n t o f T a ^ o ^ ^ e 
uhich a younger team is capable ¡possible, it would be better tf 
h r n J e T S u n c e t h e y u w e r e first these were put in writ ingbefore 

^ a i t h f X S S
a n i e y t i a v e ! hand. If our readers w l n b e g f n laoorea faithfully and uncom- now to prepare for idea mee t ing 
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have gone to market many 
times through heavy roads, well 
nigh impassable; have cheerfully 
taken their master hither and 
thither on business or pleasure. 
Now, when years of toil have 
made them less profitable to their 
owner they are not permitted to 
share during their old age the 
enjoyment of that competence to 
which they have so largely con-
tributed. Isn't it ungrateful, to 
say the least? We can conceive 
of a condition of hopeless debt 
and poverty that might force one j 
to such an act, but for a farmei 
with a competence to sacr 
old and faithful servants to the 
abuse usually bestowed by the 
class of people who deal in old 
horses is simply inexcusable. | 
Better knock them in the head. 

ed to report to Farm and Home all 
ideas of value brought out in the 
discussion. 

Rural Mail Delivery—Fractional 
Currency. 

I have always advocated the 
idea of free mall delivery for the 
farmer, as well as the city mer-
chant. Even at the risk of being 
called a "crank" on the subject 
have I contended for a system for 
the country delivery similar to 
that of the city. Now that the 
cities have their handy mail facili-
ties, it is about time that the 
rural districts receive a little at-
tention in that direction- Post-
master-general Wanamaker has 
taken the right step. 

The lack of better facilities in 
the country cannot all be laid at 
Uncle Sam's door. The farmers 
and those living in more romote 
places must shoulder the greater 
part of the blame. Did not the 
cities see the necessity of better 
facilities, and were they not quick 
to adopt better methods, the re-
sul t of which is the system of 
perfect postal service? Then 
why does the country remain so 
unconcerned? If we follow the 
example of our city brethern, we 
can have as good mail facilities. 
Farmers should take hold of the 

Fif ty Dollars Reward! 
Stolen from the farm of Col. J . 

H. jBrigham, at Delta, Ohio, on 
the night of Dec. 8, '81. a Black 
Mare, over 16 years old. white 
star in forehead, right fore foot 
white, white on one or both hind 
feet, very sore in front, barefoot-
ed when taken, toes out when 
traveling, and is a cribber, has 

» J I J w h i t e h a i r mixed among the 
srifice b l a c k - especially at root of tail, 

interferes before and behind and 
has a distinct mark of strap 
around the neck. 

Also a light -side-spring road 
wagon, with dark colored spindle 
or stick sided box, red running 
gears and green cushion, lining 
of lazy back green and worn 
through so that some of the 
stuffing has fallen out. quite long 
in front of seat, patent leather 
dash and trimming on shafts, 
buttom to fasten carpet or rug, 
carpet was not in when taken. 
Also an old harness, bridle and 
lines newer than harness; also a 
black lap-robe lined with cloth of 
different color with two large 
owls in center. 

The above property is not very 
valuable as the mare is worth 
nothing except for work on the 
farm, but I am anxious to secure 
the same, as it will likely furnish 
a clue to a gang of thieves, and 
I ask every good citizen to co-
operate in the effort by putting 
just as many men to looking for 
the property as possible. I t is 
possible that the outfit will be 
separated and offered for sale 

per pound, till the sum for sup-
porting a hundred hens is small 
indeed. I t then seems strange 
that on so many farms the poultry 
yard is neglected, the farmer con-
tenting himself with the observa 
tion that he "is chasing larger 

Inst i tute W o r k in Michigan. 
The State Board of Agriculture 

has organized an innovation in 
the direction of farmers' insti-
tutes. In addition to the 20 
which will only continue two 
evenings and one day, there will 
be held two—one at Buchanan 
in the southwestern part of the 
State, and one at Rochester in 
the eastern middle portion— 
which will begin on Monday 
evening and continue day and 
evening, closing on Friday night. 
These two meetings are more 
truthfully schools of instruction 
for farmers. It is expected that 
farmers will very largely attend, 
be properly enrolled and stay 
through the week. Important 
themes of general interest will 
be studied and discussed, both 
from the scientific and the prac-
tical side. Such substantial 
thinkers as Drs. Kedzie, Miles 
and Beal, and President Clute of 
the Agricultural College, to-
gether with several of the ex-
periment station force who have 
been making special investiga-
tions in agricultural lines during 
the season, will read papers and 
take part in the discussions. The 
several subjects will have a cer-
tain hour of each day set apart 
for their consideration, and be 
called up in regular order of 
time; so that opportunity to digest 
the present thought will be given 
before anothej- phase of the sub-
ject is presented. 

These two meetings are experi-
ments to test the interest in them 
among intelligent farm communi-
ties; and if they prove such a 
success as seems now certain, the 
institute energy in the future 

matter, talk it up at every oppor 
whole winter could be" employed I tunity write their congressman 
if the force and the appropriation t o ? u t t h e ™f t t e! ' i n g r e s s 
were large enough. ' a n d s e c u r e t h e legislation to em-

The farmers of the State were 
never so well organized as now. 
The" Grange and the Farmers' 
Club are everywhere, and they 
are the basis and the backbone 
of every rural enterprise. Appli-
cations for institutes have their 
inspiration in these organizations, 
and the preliminary meetings for 
arranging progrmes find those 
present, and scarely ever any one 
else. The unorganized farmer 
slips into the institute in an 
apologetic way, takes a back seat, 
and makes his speech on the way 
home. The organized farmer gets 
toward the front pews, asks ques-
tions, and very likely has the 
answer bubbling within him for 
expression. He has been learn-
ing scientific terms also during 
the last decade, and can get down 
to the meat of an intricate ques-
tion regarding fertility, or the 
effect of manures and their appli-
cation, in a way to astonish the 
back-numbers of the neighbor-
hood. 

In a recent trip among the 
farmers in the south part of 

singly. The -buggy- may-
painted another color; or the 
mare may be changed in appear-
ance. The property may be 
secreted at present, but it will 
come out. Persons receiving 
copies of this, will please dis-
tribute as widely as possible. If 
discription can be put in local 
papers many will see it who other-
wise would not. I will pay $25 ¡power the postmaster-general to f o r the recovery of property, 

put a system of free delivery in J . H . BRIGHAM, Delta, Ohio 
I operation. I will pay §25 on conviction of 
I FRACTIONAL CURRENCY. the thief. W. J. CONNELL 

t ractional paper currency is a Sheriff of Fulton County, 
necessity. One fact alone ought | 
to convince any one of the need 
of small paper currency. That 
is. the absence of a money-order 
office at a great many of our post-
offices. There is a great deal of 

j trade and traffic by mail nowa-
days , and what are the people 
who live near offices having no 
money-order office to do when 
they send money through the 
mails? Send silver, which is 
liable to break through and get 
lost? Buy stamps and send them, 
and make the receiver feel like 
committing treason to his gov-
ernment before he succeeds in 
j getting them loose from the 
| letter? This is of more interest. 
| to the rural classes than to city peo-1 ? 
| pie when send money through the ' i n e e v e n m i ? 
| mail, they can get money-orders, 
j postal-notes or expr ess-orders; 
j but a fee must be paid for all these, 
j Fractional paper money goes for 
its face value all the time, and it the 

State, I find a very complaisant i „ v 
feeling among them regarding T m o r e c o ™ e n t & ° ë 1 handle or carry about. 

Russel l Sage to Boys. 
The boy who is wanted in the 

business world of to-day must be 
educated, says Russell Sage in 
an admirable article on "The 
Boy That is Wanted," in the No-
vember Ladies Home Journal. 
If his parents cannot afford to 
give him a high-school or college 
education, he must learn to study 
without the aid of a teacher, in 
the early morning before business 
begins, and in the evenings after 
business hours. It can no longer 
be truthfully said that an educa-
tion is out of any one's reach. 

school system, 
study by day or < 

has put the price-
less treasure of an education 
within the reach of 
main thing, in the 
that I would impress 
is one of the great 
ments, ' 'Honor thy 

Our splendid 
where one can 

all. The 
beginning, 
upon boys 
command-

father and 
- - , - - o r - i - 0 , n a n ( U e o r c a r r v about I thy mother, that thy days may 

present conditions There is very R i ^ f i e l d 111 J C B b e l o n S in the land which the 
little of that grumbling spirit so ' . - — ' ' . Lord thy God giveth thee." The 
rampant a year or two ago. ' A Novel Plan for Bright Meetings, j boy who respects his father and 
Those who have sold their wheat j Every person who is interest- i mother, who treats his sisters and 
generally sold at the dollar mark, ed in agriculture, household brothers with loving kindness, 
and those who hold have a solid I duties or other 
grip upon it, waiting yet for the 
dollar or more. The east half of 
the State, along its southern bor-
der, had more rain previous to 
sowing wheat than fell west of 
them, and the growing crop shows 
the effects of it in larger growth 
and better color, Snow enough 
has fallen to make fair sleighing, 
and the thermometer this morn-
ing was down to 10° . Indica-
tions too uncertain for predic-
tions.—A. C. G. in Country 
Gentleman. 

The Old Team's Reward. 
An acquaintance, a successful 

well-to-do farmer, says The Rural 

loving 
trades or indus-j has laid a good foundation for a 

tries has some peculiar way or successful career. Go to school 
method of his or her own for as long as you can, and, remem-
making labor easier and more ber, every hour spent in study in 
productive, If these methods your youth will be worth money 
could be drawn out and made to you in after life. Read good 
known to the public, how much I books—the Bible above all. Make 
all would gain from them! This yourself acquainted with history, 
matter should be brought up at ¡If you have no library of your own. 
the next meeting of every farm- j join one of the numerous associa-
ers' laborers' or women's organ- tions to be found in all cities, 
ization in the country and a date I where good, helpful books may 
fixed, say in February, for a be obtained. Learn to read in-
special "idea meeting." Mean- telligently, so that you may turn 
while everyone should be getting to practical account in after life 
ready to state to this meeting the readings of your youth. Be 
their methods, thoughts and sure you begin right. Do not 4 
schemes for doing things differ- spend time in reading trashy 7 
ent from other folks. By the ' books. 


