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Fruit Culture.

Fruit culture is undoubtedly
the oldest occupation of man-
kind. It began with Adam and
Eve and up to the present time
is one of the most interesting
subjects we have to study, with
seemingly just as much to learn |
now as there was in the begin
ning, thousands of years ago.

Every one has his own theory
in regard to its culture, and they
all differ. From the fruit specia- |
list to the man who will not|
“putter” with such work, they
are all here to-day. I do not
propose to take up the history o
fruit culture, but rather to take|
up practical points. ‘;

A friend suggested that I de-
scribe a farmer's fruit garden,
taking his farm as an average
location.
It is a subject which will bear |
free discussion with more benefit |
to all concerned than a lengthy'
paper.

Location is very important,
but cannot be made, we must take
it as we find it, avoiding low!
ground. Plow and harrow thor- |
oughly when the soil has become |
settled in spring, usually abou
the middle of April, then mark|
off as if to plant corn 4x4 feet,
making the marks straight as|
possible. You can plan the lo-|
cation of varieties to suit your-
self, but strawberries should be
set 4x4 ft.; raspberries, black-
berries, currants and gooseber- |
ries 4x8 ft.: plums and peaches
16x16 ft. These fruits should all
come into bearing from one to
five years, and stock never should
be permitted to pasture where
they grow.

Pears and cherries should be
set 16x20 ft. and apples 16x16 ft.
to be cut out eventually to 32x32
ft. These should be well culti-
vated annually for eight or ten
years, after which the orchard
may be seeded and even pastur-
ed lightly. After the fruit has
been all set. fill out the spaces
between with corn. The bal-
ance of the season the plat can
be cultivated as easily as a field
of corn.

fall apples.

| ston and Spy 32 feet apart with |

| Bartlett,
| Seckel for auntumn, with Vicar
| for a winter pear of rather poor |

This I will do briefly. | duality.

|

riety has yet been discovered to
supercede the Concord, as an all
purpose grape, and choose ac-
The Wilder, if you
can grow them, will keep all win-
ter without any especial attention.
We have had them up to the 1st
of May in good eating condition,
although slightly shrivelled.

Peaches are uncertain.still the
Early Rivers, ripening in August,
and Hills Chili, in September,
are two varieties that will suc-
ceed if anything will.

For plums I have three Amer-
ican varieties which, if planted
together, I think would give sat-
isfaction on any farm.
Goose, ripening the 1st of Au-
gust. DeSoto, last of August, and
Miner, middle of September. If
planted separately they seldom

| bear fruit, but planted in a group

the young fruit sets so thick that
even the curculio has been known
to give up in despair. The cook-
ing plums, the Lumbard and the
Shopshire Dawson, are as relia-
ble as any, with Imperial Gage

¢ for a plam of best quality, but

not as reliable.
Pears—Madeline for early,

Flemish Beauty and

Keiffer is a new pear
which will outgrow and outbear
any other, but is very coarse
grained and late in bearing.
Apples, last but not least, Red

| Astrachan, Primate and Sweet
| Bough are the earliest and repre-

sent three distinet flavors, viz.,
acid, sub-acid and sweet. No
farmer’s garden is complete with-

¢ | out two trees of each and I guar-

antee that once in bearing, $25
would not induce the farmer to
part with these six trees if he is
alover of apples. Maiden Blush
and Fall Pippin are good enough

set Baldwin, Greening, Hubbard-

| Wealthy and Wagner 16 feet

If weeds cannot be]

kept out with the cultivator, the

hoe and hand weeding must fol-
low.
In

regard to varieties, don't|

get tpo many. Avoid new and|

fancy varieties, unless you want
to experiment and four times out
of five be disappointed. Don’t
believe what an agent tells you
or look at the highly colored pic-

tures. They will merely bring
disappointment. Get standard
varieties.

A list of my own choosing
would be, for strawberries—Wil-
son, Sharpless and Manchester;
raspberries—Souhegan, for ear-
ly, Gregg, Shaffer and Cuthburt;
blackberries spread so from
suckers that many farmers ob-
ject to them. The Lucretia
Dewberry is a very fine, early
berry and is not open to this ob-
jection; currants—Red Dutch is
standard; grapes—Moores Early
for early, Worden, Concord and
Wilder for black in succession,
Delaware and Brighton red, Mar-
tha and Niagara white. Remem-

apart between. The latter will
begin to bear in four orfive years

and if left alone will probably |

bear themselves to death by the
time the former are ready to oc-

| cupy the ground.

In regard to cultivation after
the first year, small fruits should
have the entire ground thorough-
ly cultivated, but with tree fruits
the ground may be planted to
corn three or four years, or until
the branches shade the ground.
Small fruits should be cultivated
early in the spring as soon as
the ground is well settled, before
the weeds get a foothold. and
keep the cultivator running as
often as you would in your corn

| field.

In the orchard I plow two fur-
rows toward the trees with one
horse, using a 16 inch whiffletree
to avoid barking the trees.
two-horse plow follows complet-
ing the work. The foliowing
spring the plowing is reversed,
turning the furrows from the
trees. Dr. Harrison has a way
which he claims is an improv-
ment on this. Plow two furrows
from the trees on one side then
two furrows toward them on the
other side with one-horse, finish-
ing with a two-horse plow. This
he claims leaves the ground more
nearly level, but the only differ-
ence I can see it leaves the back
furrow two feet to one side, in-
stead of directly in the row of
trees.

All cultivation of fruit should
cease by the first of August, and
weeds or no weeds. let the ground
liestill until the following spring.

In the case of strawberries I
cultivate both ways, until late in

Wild |

The |

to form one continuous row which,
after the ground has become
frozen in the fall. should be cov-
ered up with coarse manure quite
deep over the rows, but thin over
the plants.

Your bed is now in condition
to bear three or four crops of
berries without any further care
except to pull out big weeds
which may come through the
mulch.

Raspberries should bear a
small crop the second year and
to obtain the best results, the
canes should be pinched off two
feet from the ground. This will
make a well branched bush which
can be pruned to stand alone and
avoid dirty berries. the result of
too long pruning. With this
treatment stakes are unnecessa-
ry.

There are as many ways of
pruning grapes as there are fin-
gers and toes on the entire mem-
bership of this Club. Some may
prune high, others low, some
short, others long. some say to
train to stakes, others to posts
|and wires, some leave old wood, |
others cut off to the ground every
|year, and each one is positive|
that his way, and no other, is
right. The vine needs no prun-|
ing the first year; the second|
year it should be trimmed to one
or two canes and tied to a stake;
the third year one of these canes |
can be left and. w'i- bear a few

should be well establisted.
The plan I follow now is to se

between every other vine to sup-
port the wires.
11 wires, one three

lis to leave

wire and two on a level with the
bottom one. Tie them along the
wires securely, but not tight
enough to prevent the circula-
(tion of sap. If the location is
| frosty, leave two or three extra
canes to be cut away, provided
the frost does not do it for you.

In pruning an orchard prune
as little as you can after the tree
is once established. While young

well balanced top. Most fruit
trees require plenty of room to
be productive, but I believe pear
trees do better if somewhat
crowded. Plums will also bear
crowding, but requirg rich soil.
Manure the fruit garden liber-
ally in the spring, but never late
in the season. Remember
| takes good cultivation this year

and then good cultivation and
fertilizers next year to perfect
that crop.

liketo ‘‘putter” with fruit.
you are in town some day drive
around until you find some neat-
ly kept garden with its variety
of vines and trees, then if you
can, prevail upon the cultivator
of that garden to accompany you
home, tell him what you want
and set him to work. Feed him
well and if he charges you more
than you have been in the habit
of paying hired help, don’t grum-
ble but remember that he is do-
ing work that you cannot do at
any price.

Last spring my wife and I had
a little dispute as to the amount
of fruit we consumed. I ventured
the assertion that $10 would cov-
er the bill while she declared it
would cost double that if we had
it to buy. To settle the matter
we agreed to keep an accurate
account of fruit used during the

Stretch two No. |
feet and the |
other five feet from the ground. |
{ The point in pruning each year |
, four canes to each |
- ) > wire, two on a level with the t()p]
For winter I would |

it takes some attention to form a |

- :
the season then leavethe runners

posts 48 feet apart with stakes |

1

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

it

A word to those who do noni
When |

season, beginning with the earli-
est strawberries.

Before the season was half
over she reported that we had
made way with $20 worth and I
came to the conclusion that a
woman knows more about such
things than a man. Our family
is small, but we use from forty
to fifty dollars worth of fruit ev-
ery year. We have it in season
if it is to be had, when if we de-
pended on buying it we would
frequently have to go without.
The free use of ripe fruit, both
raw and cooked, should be in-
dulged in the year round. Not
spiced or seasoned, but with the
addition of only enough sugar to
make it palatable. Kach fruit
has a distinctive flavor all its
own which the addition of any
foreign element destroys.

Fruit culture creates refine-
ment—an eye for the beautiful
and a taste for the ornamental.

A. H. SmiTH, Paw Paw.
it SiRCSEREEE

Ep. Visrror—Permit me to
make a brief reply, through your
columns, to the criticisms of 1. P.
Bates to my article in your paper

'of the 15th of May last.

First I wish to tender him my

hearty thanks for his commenda- |

tion of my paper. ‘

His first criticism is that I have |
overlooked the right of the state|
to educate its youths inany grade |
for the purpose of lessening the|
number of criminals and paupers. |

number of either of these classes? }

The census of 1880 affords us|
no light upon this point. Its!
classification of them refers to!
sex, nativity and color. ‘

If we attempt to draw the in-|
ference that it was illiteracy in|
the colored race which caused!|
them to furnish a large per cent. |
of the prisoners of the country|
we might by parity of reasoning |
claim that the female sex of this|
country must be much better
educated than the males thereof,
since they furnish but a small
percentage of the prisoners of
the country. The census only
speaks of prisoners, not of crim-
inals.

In any deductions made res-
pecting the number of criminals
among the colored race, we must
take into consideration the de-
grading influence of many gen-
erations of slavery. with all its
degradation and immoralities.

In reference to pauperism the
census of 1880 places the colored

responded to their country’s call
for defenders with equal alacri-
ty. and the government has
shown an impartial gratitude to

each. G. W. ToPPING.
DeWitt, Mich., June 6, 15391.
—  —

Cutting Clover Early.

Some fifteen years ago, while
visiting an uncle, I went to the
barn with him to prepare the
feed for the horses when they
were brought from the fields at
noon. I noticed that while the
hay was brought from the mow.
it was not put in the mangers.
Asking the reason for this, 1 was
told that the horses preferred the
hay to oats or corn, and that it
was necessary to withhold the
hay to get them to eattheir grain
ration. After the feed-boxes
were emptied the mangers were
filled. The hay, I found upon
examination, was practically pure
red clover. Apparently it had
been cut quite early, and the
heads were yet red and the foli-
age a dull green. My uncle ex-
plained that he had never had
such hay before; that extra op-
erations (building, ete.) had made
it necessary for him to cut the
clover a week earlier than was
| his rule, and to put it in mow
when it had cured less than he
liked, and when he stored it he
feared it would not keep well;
but that he had never before had
hay that animals so much relish-

grapes; the fourth year the vine {Is there any foundation for the|ed, or on which they had done so
| assumption that education of any | well.
¢l kind or grade will lessen the|among farmers was to cut grass

At that time, the rule
somewhat later than now. We
have improved our practice, but
the majority of farmers would do
well to go farther in the same

| direction.

This experience of my uncle
led him to cut earliey, and in-
duced us to try early cutting. It
is hardly necessary for me to say
that the results were such that
we continued to cut early. It
has been our practice to cut grass
and clover a little before the
height of bloom—that is, when
the most forward blossoms be-
gin to turn, although the most
backward had not yet colored. 1
 would rather cut red clover, for
example, while some blossoms
are yet green, than to wait until
some blossoms are brown.

The men who experiment in
the laboratories tell us that grass
and clover should be cut for hay
at the height of bloom or just
before, and that is supported
generally by the scientifically

race in better position than the|

white, since the colored race fur-

‘ : - | nishesonly 63per cent. of the coun-
| to produce a crop of fruit next‘mSl SEe Y B eRi asb e

try’s paupers, while they make
up fully 11 per cent. of our pop-
ulation.

I think it will be conceded that |
that |

the census does not show
education lessens pauperism and
crime. A priori reasoning can
have but little weight here.

In reference to his second
point ‘“The state’s claim upon us
in time of war.” I reply that it
has a sufficient basis in the un-
dertaking of the state ‘‘to estab-
lish justice, secure domestic tran-
quility, ete.,” as stated in the pre-
amble of the constitution of the
United States of America.

I do not understand Mr. Bates’
meaning when he says, “If the
state can do nothing after the
service is rendered, as seems l.ke-
ly to be the decision, etc.” Sure-
ly the state (general government)
is doing much for the services
rendered by the old soldiers, as
the $106,000,000 paid last year
for pensions will sufficiently at-
test.

The literate and illiterate have

conducted feeding experiments.
The results obtained in the
laboratory are not entitled to a
| great deal of consideration, for
| frevquently the steer gives a re-
 sult different from that predicted
{ by the chemist; but in the mat-
ter of the time of cutting grass
or clover, the chemist and the
steer agree. To the results ob-
tained by such men as Profs.
Henry and Sanborn, I would
give much consideration; and
yet more satisfactory to me is
the experience, running through
fifteen or twenty-five years, of
men who are large feeders and
determine closely what feed gives
the bestresults. When all agree
that we should cut at the height
of bloom or a little before, there
cannot be room for doubt.

When we delay -cutting, the
foliage becomes, in curing, so
dry and brittle that the most val-
uable part of the grass or clover
is lost bodily. This is true also
of the chaff. Frequently when
clover or grass is quite heavy it
will lodge, then cutting is delay-
ed, and the parts near the ground
are lost.—John M. Stahl, in
Country Gentleman.




Grand'ma and Little Child.

‘*What am | thinking about,” did you ask?
Well, a body old as 1 be

Does get kind of lonesome sitting so still,
And likes to speak things out, you see.

So child, sit right down. I'm glad you've come in,
Yes, take the old cat in your lap.

My glasses!—well there, of course | might know
I'd shoved them up overraycap.

I was just wondering, when you come in,
What could have possessed me that day.

When Parson West called to catechise us,
To hide in the hay-mow, away!

You may think you wouldn't have done so, my dear.
Bat young folks were sort of afraid

Of preachers then, and the questions were hard—
Though I've often wished since that I'd stayed.

Poor Julia Jones! I was thinking of her,
How she laughed in meeting one time,

The tithing man called her name out so loud,
It woke up old deaf Deacon Prime.

He used to grind all our grists. Oh, 'twas fun
To go with my father to mill.

Or ride on the sled when he drew the wood
From the north lot, over the hill.

Light up for me, child? Well, not just yet, please,
These winter days are "but a blink,"

But this was my father's milking time, and
1 love in the twilight to think

Just-how he looked when he brought in the pails,
Singing his favorite old hymn—

“"The day is past and done"—mother joined, too,
And Ruth, who sang alto, and Jim.

"Are they all dead now?" No, my dear, not dead,
They've only passed into the skies;
Into that everlasting life, which God,

In love, for His children supplies,
I'll see them all soon. Must you go now, child?

Well, it's lots of good you've done me,

Few young folkswould think it worth while to call
On a body, old as | be.

' ArASusan Teall Perry, in Good Housekeeping.

The Needs of the Farmer.

Some months since the Cosmo-
politan magazine offered a prize
for the best article by a farmer
on "The needs of the farmer.”
The essay which took the first
prize was published in the June
number. The author is Abner
L. Frazer, of Milford, Ohio. I N
his introduction he takes a very
fair and reasonable view of the
situation and says that while ag-
riculture generally has sent up a
wail of depression, there are far-
mers who prosper—thrifty, en-
terprising men who have under-
taken new modes and objects of
farming, or who have had suffi-
cient money to conduct their bus-
iness advantageously, or who
have accumulated money by ex-
cessive toil and the foregoing of
home comforts. He thinks that
the present trouble is the natural
result of a derangement, caused
by growing population and weak-
ened soils. Agriculture suffers
because it is In excess. Ulti-
mately manufacturing and agri-
culture will be combined in equi-
table proportion and when that
adjustment is naturally estab-
lished, manufacturing, he thinks,
will be less profitable than at pre-
sent while farming will be more
so. But although such improv-
ed conditions come of steady
growth and are not made to or-
der, several conditions of success
and needs at the present time can
be enumerated. Those which he
names are briefly as follows:

Contentment with the business,
its environments and results.

Intelligent and judicious farm-
ing is perhaps the greatest need
of the times. The productive
power of most lands can be in-
creased from 25to 50 per cent.
There must be skillful and intel-

ligent use of implements based P

upon special knowledge of the
requirements of the business.
It Is lamentable that the sons and
daughters of the farmers have
not taken more advantage of the
opportunities offered by the ag-
ricultural colleges.  Farmers'
clubs, institutés, granges, alli-
ances and fairs have been found
to be excellent educators, §nd
someone of these societies should
be organized in every neighbor-
hood.

Capital is needed in farming as
in other business.

A comfortable house surround-
ed with a well-kept lawn, shrubs
and flowers, and a kitchen gar-
den with an abundance of small
fruits and vegetables.

Good schools. Ateacher whose
greatest recommendation is small
pay isthe most extravagant thing
In a township.

Farmers ought not to be com-
pelled to work more hours than
other bread winners.

Farmers have hitherto voted
their part%/ ticket as it was given
them by the party managers, but
now they propose to assert them-
selves and demand that the per
centage of farmers in national
and state legislatures shall be in-
creased in ratio with their num-
bers; that there shall be "timely
legislation to control monopolies
and trusts before they become
too many and too strong; that
there shall not be the amassing

THE GO<BETIAa<E VISITOR.

of great bodies of land by a few

| owners; that the holding of large

tracts of land, especially by for-
eigners, shall be prohibited; that
there shall be stringent legisla-
tion against adulterated and
spurious butter, cheese, lard and
food generally; that gambling in
?rain and other products through
utures and options be abolished;
that tax laws be readjusted so
that all property shall be honest-
I?; returned and fairly taxed. If
the nation is to continue its pro-
tective tariff system, the farmers
should see that they share the
protective benefits equally with
other classes.

Farmers are demanded in leg-
islation as a conservative influ-
ence in the coming revolution,
i“rced upon the public by mo-
nopolists and extortionate combi-
nations.

"Finally," says the author,
"looking forward, the prospect
for farmers is hopeful. Relief
may not be immediate. Some
may even have to succumb to
circumstances. The entire trans-
formation may require more than
a generation, but the conditions
of prosperity are so %reat and so
manifold that it will be impossi-
ble for an interest as important
as agriculture not to share in the
general prosperity."”

Improvement of Stock by Selec-
tion.

Much time and labor may be
wasted by farmers who attempt
to improve their stock by selec-
tion, but without recourse to well-
known breeds. Farmers are not
averse to improving stock. Like
all other classes they prefer the
best, but they do not take the
easiest and quickest way to gain
their objects. By selection of
the best breeding purposes, every

ear, ang stock can be made
etter, but some rule must
govern the process of improve-
ment by selection, as the first
requisite is tofixcertain charac-
teristics in order that they may be
transmitted to the progeny. Un-
less the stock becomes better
with each succeedin? generation
the process will be slow, and but
little will be gained. In the past
the founding of a breed has re-
quired the efforts of fathers, sons
and grandsons, while skill and
patience are necessary in order
to avoid mistakes.

The farmer of the present day
enjoys a great advantage. He is
not dependent upon selection in
order to grade up his stock. The
work has been done for him, cen-
turies of patient labor havin%;
given him breeds that are wel
adapted for every purpose for
which stock is required on a farm.
To attempt to improve aflocko
herd by |%norin(§; the breeds al-
ready established is but to en-
gage in a laborious undertaking
that is more costly and irksome
than the ordinary farmer will
attempt. It is butright and pro-

er for the farmer to select the

est of his animals for breeding
purposes, but to improve them
in the shortest time he has the
ure breeds to aid him, thus tak-
ing advantage of the work done
before he existed. There is but
one way to improve, and that is
to grade up the stock with pure
bred males, as any attempt to
improve by selection of the
ordinary stock on the farm will
only lead to endless disappoint-
ments.

There is no breed that will
satisfy all. The breed for the
farmer depends upon his method
of farmin%. If he ships milk or
roduces butter he must use the
reeds specially adapted to those
objects. If he depends largely
on the production of beef and
wool he will find certain breeds
to excel inthose directions. With
the pure breeds within his reach
he has but to plan his work and
arrange the details, and, to suc-
ceed, his stock must be just what
he requires according to his
climate, soil and other conditions
pretaining to his object.—Phila-
delphia Record,

The Fault is Yours.

The failure of an animal to
come up to all that you expect
may be a fault of your own.
Some little thing may be lacking,
or there may be too much econo-
my practiced at atime when more
liberality is an advantage. A\
dairyman found he had a valua-
ble cow by mistake, as is men-
tioned below by the Indiana
Farmer:

"There are doubtless manK
cows in all herds, about whic
for capacit

little is really known, and if the
plan of the Western dairyman
was adopted more

and things would be different.
This dairyman thinking his cow
did not pay for the food she ate,
began feeding her for the butch-
er, but continued to milk her be-
cause he wanted what little milk
she gave. Very soon this in-
creased and she was supplied
with more food, and he fdund in
proportion as the rations were
increased the milk flow became
greater. The cow continued to
gain flesh under high feeding,
which was continued until she
was fat enough for the butcher,
but before that stage was reach-
ed her product had more butter
than her meat would have sold
for. The faultin this case was
with the owner not with the cow.
He had failed to furnish material
to produce the best results, and
so it is often. The only way to
make dairying pay with certain-
ty is to study the individual ca-
pacity of the cows for consuming
food with profit, and treat them
accordingly."

In the above is shown the fact
that the cow was capable of do-
ing more than she was perform-
ing. and was not given an op-
portunity. With the increased
feed came more milk. Any ani-
mal that is a producer of an arti-
cle should be fed with a view of
d_ebrliving from it as much as pos-
sible.

Veterinary Dentistry.

Within  comparatively  few
years a new profession has
sprung into existence—that of
veterinary dentistry.  Until a
few years ago all the dental work
deemed necessary was to take a
hammer and ten-penny nail and
knock off "wolf teeth" to keep
the horse from going blind, but
now teeth are extracted, not to
keep the horse from going blind
because they do not affect the
animal's eyes more than does any
other tooth, but to keep a bit
from pulling and loosening them,
causing the hope to have a sore
mouth. As fai'sts similarity of
structure and kind of food ex-
tend, horses' teeth are subject to
the same deteroriating influences
as the teeth of man. They may
decay and expose the nerve
enough to cause toothache, as is
sometimes seen when a horse
takes a drink of cold water, caus-
ingi him to throw up his head or
hold it sideways until the pain is
over. Sometimes a tooth be-
comes ulcerated, the accumulated

fbus often causing the jaw bone

to bulge out, or it may break and
discharge either through the nos-
tril or upon the outside, forming
a disagreeable running sore.

A horse's tooth is not covered
on the outside with enamel like a
man's tooth, but the enamel is
folded through the substance
(dentine) of the tooth. The enam-
el, being harder than dentine, is
not wore away as rapidly and
presents a roughened, grinding
surface necessary to properly
masticate coarse food. These
roughened surfaces should not
be filed off unless upon the edge
of the tooth when liable to cut
the tongue or cheek.

As horses' teeth are worn away
by contact with opposite teeth,
they graduaIIY grow out of the
jaw bone until, in old horses, the
teeth may simply rest upon the
jaw, beinfg held in place by the
gums. If one tooth should be
broken out, the opposite tooth is
liable to grow until it becomes
long enough to strike the jaw op-
posite and produce avery sore
mouth, making it difficultto eat.

The results of diseased teeth
are often serious and always im-
portant. They are sometimes
the cause of indigestion and colic
because the food is not properly
masticated. = Sometimes masti-
cation is so painful that a horse
will scarcely eat at all, and be-
come gradually emaciated. When
the teeth are diseased the saliva
usually has a disagreeable odor.
Diseased or abnormal teeth are
often the cause of the horses
loulling on the bit, or upon one
ine, or carrying the head side-
wise, and of other faults which
can be remedied or removed by a
good veterinary dentist.

Dentist work, properly done,
does not deceive any one regard-
ing a horse's age, "bishoping"

enerally, the jquite often.
eyes of owners would be opened 'are all shed at five

work done by unprincipled men
] _ jwith aview to deceive,
to yield milk very |easily detected.

being

Colts, under five years old,
should have their teeth examined
After their teeth
ears, every
year or two. is usually sufficient.

After anice job of dental work
that adds to the health, comfort
and usefulness of the animal, it
would seem permissable, or be
gratifying, at least, to "look a
gifthorse in the mouth."—Dr. N.
S. Mayo, in'Industrialist.

Picking Potato Bugs.

Should potato bugs be picked
off the plants and destroyed?
This is a question about which
there is a great diversity of opin-
ion. Some say "pick" others
say 'poison. The New Potato
Culture," takes astrong stand
against potato bug picking, and
characterizes the practice as use-
less and foolish. Perhaps it may
be correct to regard the practice
as non-profitable on an extensive
scale as would be necessary where
large areas are planted with po-
tatoes; but we feel convinced
that picking pays well on small
plots. Our reasons for so think-
Ing may be stated in a few words.
Picking prevents egg-laying to
some degree, and when practiced
gives the grower a chance of al-
so destroying any egg bunches
that may be discovered. When
picking is not done, much dam-
age is caused by the bugs eating
the leaves. If poison is applied,
they eat the leaves all the same
before they are killed; in fact,
they must eat the leaves if the
poison is to act successfully.
When the Paris green is applied
along with water from a sprink-
ling can, the water evaporates or
runs off rapidly; leaving the pois-
on to precipitate upon the ribs of
the leaves. This being the case
the bug destroys the soft leaf
unharmed, and do not suffer from
the poison until the ribs have
been eaten for lack of other more
palatable food. [1f¥pickingis
thoroughly doDe in the garden
or on small field plots, there will,
we think, be less work for the
poison to do later on. The Paris

reen should be mixed with a
arge bulk of land plaster or
powdered lime and sifted wood
ashes. Such a mixture gives the
best results and is the most eco-
nomical. The poisoned plaster
may be applied to the vines by
means of a seive-bottomed can.
The application should be made
when the dew is on the vines in
the morning.—Farmers Review.

Eating Fruits—Shall Cream be
Used With Them?

The late Mr. Downing, one of
the foremost horticulturists of
America, always claimed that no
ripe fruits should be eaten with
cream or milk, nor with sugar
except when a little is needed to
make up for any chance natural
deficiencx through the absence
of sunlight in the final ripening,
or by too early picking. He said
there was a native and peculiar
aroma with each kind of fruit,
which is very grateful to the
human taste when unperverted,
and that this taste may be cultivat-
ed to give very great pleasure,
but it is weakened and largely
smothered by cream. Also that
the native fruit acids are valuable
assistants to digestion and
assimilation of food, but that this
action is interfered with by the
curdling of the milk in the cream
taken into the stomach with the
fruits. One will be surprised at
the increased deliciousness of
fruits after following Mr, Down-
ing's advice for a while and using
barely sugar enough to restore

unnatural deficiency.
= N o @ -
A Dog Trap.

In arecent issue of the Farm-
ers' Review we published an ar-
ticle discussing the sheep-worry-
ing dog question. We now see
from the Southern Planter that
a farmer down in that part of the
country has lost $250 worth of
fine sheep by dogs and is har-
rassed by legal proceedings for
shooting the latter. A corres-
pondent of the Journal montioned
says: "Until sheep raisers are
protected by law, they must de-
vise all sorts of plans to protect
themselves. 1 will dgive you a
plan 1 have found effectual.
Make a pen of any kind of rough
cheap poles, about six feet sq uare
at the bottom and about three
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feet at the toE. and about five
feet or more high. Put in the
pen meat, bones and a small
piece of fried meat, touching
with the meat the outside poles
(broiled meat is best). The dog
smells the meat and goes up on
the outside of the pen, and jumps
down into it through the top. |
have caught over twelve dogs
in this way, some of them com-
ing five miles distance, most of
them half-starved, worthless
do?s. I sometimes catch dogs
be ongin? to my near neighbors,
then I inform the owners and re-
quest them to keep the dogs at
home. I Fcaught the second
time, they must be killed. | have
lost none of my sheep lately sbut
my nearest neighbor has lost
seven). A good many dogs have
of late years prowled about my
yard at night, and eaten up young
poultry, but now, not one that
comes about my premises es-
capes."—Farmers' Review.

Poverty.

Although it is one of the mys-
teries unsolved, nevertheless it is
true that genius, the one great
and noble gift to man, is nour-
ished by poverty. The greatest
works of art or machinery have
been and are still being achieved
by the sorrowing ones of the
world, ofttimes in tears and de-
spair. If you desire to find the
birthplace of the true genius,
you need not go in the brilliant
saloon furnished with every com-
fort and elegance, nor in the li-
brary well fited and stored with
books, softly carpeted and look-
ing out on a green lawn of broad
expanse of scenery; you need not
look among those who are born
or live in easy affluence, to find
the birthplace of genius, but you
will find it more frequently in
adversity and destitution, amid
the harrassing cares of a straigh-
tened household: in bare and fire-
less garrets, with the noise of
squalid children, in the midst of
the turbulence of domostic con-
tentions, and in the deep gloom
of uncheered despair. Such is
its birthplace; and amid scenes
like these, unpropitious. repul-
sive, wretched men have labored,
studied and trained themselves,
until at last they have come out
of the gloom of obscurity as the
shinin?1 lights of their days, be-
come the sought companions of
the nobility, the guides and
teachers of their kind, and have
in many cases exercised an influ
ence upon the thoughts of the
world, amounting as it were to a
specie of intellectual legislation.
Such are what we call self-made
men of the day, and they pride
themselves upon having been
reared in the depths of poverty.

It is areprehensible practice
for the driver to jerk on the reins
to make a horse increase his
speed, yet three-fourths of the
men and nine-tenths of the wom-
en doit. A well regulated horse,
with a decent mouth, would re-
sent such* treatment in a way
that would put such a driver in a
flutter. The practice must inev-
itably create a bad mouth, or
make a bad one worse, and no
man with any pretentions to
horsemanship would drive in
such a fashion. The animal
should be trained to drive up in
his bit, and his pace be accelerat-
ed by a word of mouth, or failing
that, the whip is the proper in-
strument to be applied. But
"clucking" and jerking on the
reins in conjunction is the com-
mon custom, and avery poor
one it is. The good drivin? ual-
ities of ahorse are spoiled in
this way. and he is soon denomi-
nated a "plug" by those who
know how to drive.—Farmers'
Record.

No matter how much merit a
thing may possess, it has to be
"pushed"” before the eyes of the
eople. Even the Christian re-
igion would make little progress
if it were not for the earnest
band of men and women continu-
ally carrying it to ''all the peo-
ple." So of the Grange. Its
good principles are well enough,
but there must be more willing
workers to carry these principles
to all worthy farmers. It is
much easier to take a portion of
the mountain to Mohammed, over-
come his prejudice, and tempt
him to come after the rest than
to take him to the mountain and
expect him to swallow itat a
gulp before he has inspected a
sample of it.—Grange News.

ja



