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T u p r i p A w r r V l ^ T T H P a n d d e f e n < i o u r rights; but let us 
l n f c V J i \ / \ n u L Y l o i i u n . ! be moderate, consistant and as 

far as is possible for human na-
ture, unselfish; be willing to con-
cede to others the' same privi-
leges we ask for ourselves 

Use your ability, power and 
strength to build up your own I 
vocation, not tire yourself out I 

I finding fault with and crying j 
I down that of others. Even a 
lawyer may be a benefit to you 
sometime and I should hate to! 
have all the railroads torn up. 

Perhaps we have not always j 
been well treated and duly res-
pected, but to-day there is no 
other name representing an oc-
cupation that is more popular 
than the farmer, 

b, the first county clnb Capital in a measure at leat is 
LI think, hence we may b °wmg down to us. The state 

A d i r e s s of President Edwards, read at the an-
nual meeting of the Jackson County Farmers' 
C l u b May 28, 1891. 

A year has passed since our 
first annual meeting and some 
over a year since the organiza-
tion of the Jackson County Far-
mers' Club 
organized, I think, hence we may I 
justly claim the credit of being 
the originators of County Far-
mers' Clubs. Several other coun-
ties have since organized. 

This club would be an excep-
tion to almost all organizations, 
if through it all had been accom-
plished that its members thought 
could be. It may not have fully 
met the designs and wishes of 
its originators, yet its existence 
has an influence. Even the name 
of a County Farmers' Club has a 
force, if used, that none of the 
individual clubs of which it is 
composed, could have alone. 

What would England care for 
the armies of Michigan or New 
YA-V or any other one stat«1, but 
when they see the flag of the 
United States, they know there 
is a power behind it; a combina-
tion of states they had better 
respect, knowing that they rep-
resent numbers, almost inex-
haustable wealth, ability and all 
the requisites necessary to main-
tain their rights 

This Club, in accomplishing 
what it might and should, may 
have moved rather slow, yet it is 
very seldom that these mush-
room organizations to which for 
a time almost every farmer 
rushes for admittance, are very 
long lived or their members level 
headed enough to keep within 
bounds and accomplish any very 
lasting good. 

It seems to me that the Far-
mers' Clubs and a combination 
thereof, or an out growth from 
them, must be the future farmers' 
organizations. It begins to look, 
at least to an outsider, that some 
of the other so-called farmers' 
associations had either been so 
desirous of increasing taeir num-
bers that they have of late open-
ed their doors to those of almost 
every occupation; or those of 
other occupations have thought 
to popularize themselves by us-
ing the name farmer; as some of 
them at least were being used 
and controlled (no doubt una-
wares and without the consent of 
many of their members) by a 
secret political organization, and 
if perchance they should be side-
tracked on some underground 
railroad, the farmer members 
might be left out in the cold as 
far as their agricultural interest 
is concerned, and would need (as 
well as all other farmers) to join 
a strictly farmers' organization. 

'Tis true farmers' clubs do not 
keep closed doors, but I think no 
one should, in their meetings, be 
allowed to vote on important ag-
ricultural matters who is not 
strictly a farmer. 

Almost all other occupations 
have their associations that 
would not admit us, why not we 
have ours that will not admit 
them. I bespeak future support 
for farmers' clubs and for this 
Club. Let us rally around them 
and it and through them guard 

and national governments are in-
quiring after our interest and 
seeking to aid us; the politician 
is courting our favor, and fear-
ing the power we hold to put 
him up or put him down; even in 
literary circles our productions 
are quite well thought of, and 
are receiving commendation and 
praise. The reports of the do-
ings of our meetings are sought 
after by the press and are read 
with interest by a large number 
outside our own members. 

The farmers' clubs, where ev-
ery member is expected to aid in 
the literary exercises and take 
part in the discussions, have 
awakened and brought to the 
frönt latent talents that have 
been a surprise to ourselves. 

Taking all things into consid-
eration it would seem that this is 
an opportune time for the agri-
culturist; that the tide had turn-
ed; that the depressed times of 
the past few years had come to 
an end and the future prospects 
were brightening. 

Prices have advanced in most 
every thing we raise, while they 
have declined on many things 
we have to buy. 'Tis true the 
advance on farm products came 
when the majority of farmers 
had disposed of their surplus, or 
had raised but a little to sell and 
had to buy, but as the scarcety 
of some of the farm crops and 
the advance price paid has called 
out most of the reserved, there 
will be but a small surplus car-
ried over to meet the demand for 
the coming season. All we can 
raise this year will be needed at 
the advanced price. And as no 
one crop, however large, can 
supply the demand of the world, 
it looks as if all we have to sell 
would be needed to supply the 
actual amount necessary for con-
sumption and that no manipula-
tions could prevent our receiving 
paying prices for some time to 
come. 

The business of the farmer is 
the most ennobling, the most 
health giving and thought inspir-
ing of all human occupations. 
With the green fields around him 
and the blue sky above him, 
when 

1 shall come don't be so elated as 
! to be thrown off your guard and 
i forget to keep your hand on the 
break lever of extravagance and 
unnecessary and health destroy-
ing indulgencies. While you may 
need some special legislation, 
keep in mind that legislative en-
actments never plow, cultivate or 
sow, and that the government 
has never yet been able to for-
mulate a method to prevent a 
drouth and shortage of crop 
therefrom. Don't cry for spilt 
milk. It never ^et- gathered it 
up and put it back ib the pail. I 
'Tis the forward looker, not the 
ba-ckward, that gets .there. For-
get the things of the'past, press 
forward with perseverance, faith 
and joy to the work dl your high 
calling, as it is in tinis blessed! 
country of ours. 

Night comes, the vapors round the mountains 
curl. 

Melt into m o m and light awakes the world; 
W h e n mighty Nature bounds, as from her berth. 
T h e sun is in the heavens and l i fe on earth. 
Immortal manl behold her glories shine 
And cry exultingly, " T h e y are mine" 

But while these blessings, 
brother farmers, are thine; while 
thou art permitted to labor in 
this boundless and beautiful 
earthly vineyard, and to hold a 
title deed to a part of this earth, 
man's God given heritage, and 
to feast upon its fruits, remem-
ber that a task is thine, that 
great responsibility rests uoon 
thee and according to the man-
ner in which thou discharge thy 
duty, will be thy success in life. 

When success and prosperity 

Restoring and Maintaining- the 
Fertility of the Soil. 

Read before Jackson County Farmers' Club at 
the City of Jackson May 2->th by A. C . Glidden. 

You who have been consider-
ing the theme submitted to me 
by your committee, are doubtless 
impressed with the difficulty of 
saying anything which will be of 
such practical value as will en-
able those wlio appreciate the 
failing fertility of our farms, to 
restore the waste, and to main-
tain it unimpaired for future 
drafts upon its resources. There 
is very little effort made in the 
early history of i j r ^ «<r in any 
country, to maintain^ne virgin 
fertility. Indeed, the aim rather 
seems to be to get out of the soil 
all that it is possible to produce. 
The cousciousness of wasted fer-
tility comes later on when oppor-
tunity for economy has past. It 
does not require a large amount 
of knowledge or ability in an in-
dividual to run a farm down in a 
very short time; but restoration 
comes at a slower gait and de-
mands the wisest talent and a 
very practical experience to ac-
complish the purpose. 

ORIGIN O F SOILS. 
The better to understand our 

subject and to furnish the basis 
for illustration farther along, it 

gion which forms so large a part 
of the basis of all our soils. 
Stretches of clay, ground out of 
the slaty strata exposed to these 

j mills of the gods and minglings 
I of all these, sand, gravel, clay, 
j marl, lime, each at one time a 
| deposit or formation of nature, 
j lying in masses and mountains of 
{pure material. On the different 
soils where any one of these 
bases predominates, the farmer 
finds a very unsatisfactory con-
dition of things. Sand, as rep- j 
resented by the pine plains of 
northern Central Michigan and! 
clay as found in some of the 
southern counties, are examples 
of these extremes. 

The condition of the soil-in re-
gard to its fertility however, is 
not determined by its geological 
formation, its fertilizing power 
being largely modified by other 
influences, some of which very 
happily can be directed by the 
hand or the volition of the far-

is well to inquire into the origin 
of soils. In that early period of 
the earth's history, when only 
bare rocks protruded—cracked 
and broken by the shrinking of the 
earth's crust, the different strata 
were exposed along the same 
areas. And later still, when the 
great icebergs bumped their 
bottoms over the rocks, and the 
glaciers scraped and planed and 
jointed down the uneven surfaces, 
there remained, filled in the hol-
lows and spread out over the levels 
a vast quantity of debris—the 
chips and shavings from nature's 
great workshop, and this mate-
rial we call soil. Let us take 
another view of what might have 
happened, for this is large-
ly speculation — inference — 
guesses if you please. There 
may have been a very dry time 
in which the dust of centuries 
blew over the plans and mingled 
the different elements in con-
glomerate confusion, but in pro-
portions and in compounds adapt-
ed to the oncoming vegetable 
period. 

Whatever force may have been 
expended in crumbling and grind-
ing and comminuting the broken 
rocks, the character of the soil 
indicates the source from which 
it came. 

Along in the course of the 
great glaciers which extended 
obliquely across our state from 
northeast to southwest are 
streaks, as it were, of different 
material. Scrapings from the 
sand rock of the upper lake re-

mer. 
Nature however is the master 

builder in the structure and qual-
ity of a soil and furnishes a large 
number of ingredients, which it 
is not the province of this paper 
to name. Of these ingredients 
silica, alumina (the basis of clay) 
and lime along with vegetable 
matter, constituted the bulk of 
the soil. The other ingredients 
exist only in minute quantities, 
but are essential to fertility. 
The soil which is physically most 
nearly perfect is uompojfew oi 
about equal proportions of the 
two great ingredients silica and 
alumina, and is generally known 
as loam, being distinguished in-
to "clay loam" or "sandy loam" 
according as the alumina or silica 
predominates. 

The physical properties of a 
soil, which are furnished by the 
mineral or inorganic elements, 
are inadequate to the production 
of perfect types of any of the 
staple crops of the farm. Na-
ture supplements these by the 
addition of organic matter in the 
form of vegetable compounds, oi 
which humus is the leading and 
essential requisite. Humus is 
added by the annual decay of 
vegetable growth, both on the 
surface, in the shape of verdure 
—the stems and leaves of plants, 
and beneath it by yearly accre-
tions of dead fiber, which has 
performed the office of feeding 
and furnishing moisture to the 
plant. 

Nature is constantly enriching 
a soil in this manner. The prai-
rie lands of the west are illustra-
tions of this long continued pro-
cess. The stems of the grasses 
and their roots, through a long 
succession of years,—ages per 
haps, have had their annual 
growths and have gone to decay. 
The silt of the air and the star 
dust have sifted down to cover 
the dead leaves, and a soil, never 
scorched by fire, has been build-
ed layer upon layer, until fertili-
ty a fathom deep has been form-
ed. Through this perfected soil 
gasses penetrate and fermenta-
tions seethe and odors exhale. 
Such are the offices of nature 
when left to her own sweet will, 
in the accomplishment of her pur-
pose. 

How different are the opera-
tions of the tiller of this same 
soil. All the fructifying offices 
which foster fertility are broken 
up by the plow. Frequently the 
fertility is wasted by slack prep-
aration for the seed with no 
compension for it in the harvest. 
No thought of conserving or con-
tinuing the fertility of the farm 
enters into the scheme of econo-
my of the pioneer. The largest 
crops with the least amount of 

labor is his aim and object. There 
has always been and always will 
be this era in the history of the 
country—first a gradual decline 
in the yield of crops and then an 
effort to restore the soil to its 
primative vigor. The first is the 
age of muscular exertion, the 
second mental activity. These 
periods are correlated to the eras 
in the ages past; first a tearing 
down then a building up again. 
Nature has set the example and 
her laws must be followed in all 
our efforts at restoration. The 
great questions how best to as-
sist nature and how far are we 
able to do so, are the ones you 
have asked me to examine. 

We have seen how soils have 
been built up. and how fertility 
is induced and increased. Na-
ture begins its i nprovements on 
the outside. Trees increase in 
size by layer upon layer under 
the bark, so we should begin our 
improvements by additions to the 
top of the soil and not by dig-
ging it up and putting stimulants 
into it. Nature's efforts are con-
stant to cover up the soil—to in-
terpose a curtain between it and 
the sun by a never failing supply 
of what we are pleased to call 
weeds. No soil is so poor but 
that it has its accompanying 
parallel in the plant that will 
grow upon it. The moment the 
despoiler ceases his efforts at re-
ducing the store of fertility, na-
ture, never discouraged, begins 
tl.?/bftnigu laLair of renewal by 
the only method possible. 

We all of us have seen how 
grateful a soil is and how gener-
ously it responds to our demand 
upon it, when we cover it from 
the sun by a stack of hay or grain 
or a pile of boards. How a cov-
ering of straw will liven up and 
energize it. Do you ask me what 
you shall do when the soil is too 
poor to pay in crops for its culti-
vation? 1 reply, cover it up and 
wait; draw your manure upon it. 
spread it over the surface and 
wait. If grass begins to grow, 
as it will, be content and wait; 
don't get anxious and steal your 
bounty away before it has had 
time to expend its gratuity, but 
wait. Do you suppose nature 
will make an exception in your 
case because of your importuni-
ty? Suppose you try it, as some 
of you doubtless have, to see 
whether mother earth may not 
possibly be partial to you. You 
find invariably you better have 
waited. How long did nature 
wait for the perfecting of the soil 
in order to hand it over to you? 
Suppose it had expended some 
of its energy occasionally in a 
cataclysm—an upheaval to hasten 
the growth of verdure. Think 
you trees would at once have 
started in that rocky waste, or 
troops of animals begin 1o graze 
on the drifting sands? The sim-
ile is suited to your case, who 
plow up the soil too often. 

In that early agricultural age. 
when the Titans were plowing 
with earthquakes, there were an-
imals feeding at times on the 
plains; not enough to devour ev-
ery green thing perhaps, but a 
sufficient number to satisfy the 
economy of the Governor, who 
wisely controlled the farming of 
that day. 

As I have before stated, some-
thing will grow in all soils. En-
courage pasture grasses and use 
the field as pasture for sheep and 
colts; turn off before the grass 
gets too short, and allow it to 
grow again. Every new growth 
adds new root fiber to the soil 
and traps the fertility afforded 
by nature's dispensary. In what 
manner and in what measure 

{Continued on 5th page.) 
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Getting Rid of "Weeds. 
Some of our contemporaries 

•with limited age and experience 
are discussing the possibility of 
entirely getting rid of weeds at 
some near date, say 25 or 30years. 
If this were possible by thorough 
management or any other system 
of management, market garden-
ers would have long ago achieved 
this desirable result. Their ex-
perience, on the contrary, shows 
never an entire absence of weeds 
on the longest cultivated grounds, 
and for a few years after high 
manuring and complete pulveri-
zation of the soil begin, weeds 
tend rather to increase than to 
diminish. Manure probably 
brings some new seeds to the land, 
but they increase their number 
more by making those in the soil 
germinate, when under poor cul-
tivation that might remain locked 
up in clods for years without 
change. 

The weeds that have the small-
est seeds usually give most trou-
ble. Most of them require to be 
very close to the surface to 
sprout, and if only a little below 
the usual depth they will not ger-
minate, but remain unchanged 
until another year. It may thus 
easily happen that a dozen suc-
cessive plowings may not at any 
time bring the seed in the posi-
tion in which alone growth is 
possible. The use of improved 
implements for cultivation has 
made what are called hoed crops 
more effective in clearing land of 
weeds than was formerly the 
fact, but even now, after years of 
cultivation, some weed seeds send 
up their ugly progeny to make 
the farmer's and gardener's life 
a burden. Many kinds of weed 
seeds, even when placed in prop-
er position in the soil, will only 
grow at certain seasons of the 
year. Thus red root, which is 
the plague of the wheat grower, 
seldom if ever starts to growing 
in the heat of summer, but re-
serves its germination until cool, 
moist weather in the fall, just 
when the winter grain has tcS be 
sown. A corn or potato crop may 
be cultivated every week during 
the summer and show not a spear 
of red root, yet the field will be 
fille4 with red roof next spring if 
wheat or rye is sown in the fall. 

Probably much is yet to be 
learned as to the best methods 
of making weeds less hurtful, if 
not of destroying them entirely. 
The red root, which is the worst 
paluge of the farmer who grows 
winter wheat exclusively, be-
comes a harmless plant in a rota-
tion of hoed crops followed by 
spring grain and then seeded 
with clover. Some other weeds, 
such as wild mustard, commonly 
called charlock, will not grow un-
less the ground is stirred in 
spring. Seeding with winter 
grain soon disposes of them, not 
perhaps by getting rid of the 
seeds, but by preventing them 
from growing. Yet whenever a 
new system of rotation or better 
cultivation is attempted, these 
weeds will appear in greatly in-
creased numbers. Thus the 
paradox is presented of better 
cultivation resulting in more 
weeds, because it enables every-
thing good or bad to grow better. 

Those persistent perennials, 
quack-grass and Canada thistle, 
can usually, on land not too rocky 
or not set with trees, be got rid 
of in a single season. Continual 
plowing, so that no green thing 
appears above the surface, makes 
an end of them, and all the more 
quickly if the soil be rich and 
the growth vigorous. To partly 
kill a patch of either quack or 
thistles cannot be much advan-
tage, for whenever the ground is 
cultivated again they soon be-
come worse than ever. Many a 
farmer thinks he has entirely 
cleared his land of these pests, 
only to find after a year or two 
that his work has all to be done 
over again.—American Cultiva-
tor. 

A Remedy for Out Worm. 
Cut worms are the caterpillars 

of night-flying moths. Most of 
them are very injurious to young 
and tender plants, such as cab-
bage, peppers, corn, beans, to-
mato, etc. They only work at 
night, aud during the day remain 
hidden just under the surface of 
the ground in the immediate vi-
cinity of their food plants or pas-
tures. Many of the species climb 
trees, and often become very de-
structive to the expanding buds 
and young foliage. The moths 

of the species that infest our gar-
dens usually lay their eggs near 
the roots of perennial plants, 
such as rhubarb, hollyhock, etc., 
and in the vicinity of such plants 
we may confidently expect to find 
plenty of young cut worms in the 
spring. One of the easiest ways 
to get rid of the pest, says a cor-
respondent in Popular Garden-
ing. is to scatter pieces of green 
stuff, cabbage leaves, or sods 

I with fresh grass, etc.. that have 
been sprinkled with Paris green 
water, here and there over the 
area that we wish to clear of cut 
worms. Hand picking is a more 
laborious remedy, but it can be 
made effective. Plow the field a 
few weeks before the intended 
crop is to be planted and sow 
some beans over the piece. After 
the beans are well up, the patch 
should be gone over early every 
morning, and the cut worms 
hunted up near the freshly cut 
plants and destroyed. If this is 
done for a week or so, there will 
be few worms left to trouble the 
crop to be planted afterward. 
The worms can also be starved 
out of a piece of land or orchard 
by growing several successive 
crops of buckwheat on it. and al-
lowing no other plant or weed to 
grow for an entire season. When 
mature, the larva enters the 
ground, where it forms an oval 
smooth cavity, within which it 
changes to a chrysalis of a deep 
mahogany brown color, pointed 
at the extremity. These chrysa-
lides are often turned up in large 
numbers when the ground is 
plowed. Birds of all kinds, and 
even domestic fowls, are very 
fond of these chrysalides (as they 
are also of the larvae), and many 
are thus destroyed by their ene-
mies, to whose view they are ex-
posed by the plow. 

May Raport, Department of Agri-
culture. 
WHEAT. 

The exceptionally high returns 
of April have been duplicated by 
the May return of wheat. The 
favorable meteorological condi-
tions which were noted last 
month as having prevailed 
throughout the season, from pre-
paration of seed bed to beginning 
of spring growth, have con tinued, 
and present condition is reported 
even higher than in April. The 
general average, from the con-
solidated returns of county cor 
respondents, 97.9, approaohes 
full condition more closely than 
in any other May report, with a 
single exception, during the his-
tory of crop reporting by this 
Department. 

The advance du»ing the month 
was du6 to improvement in 
weather conditions in New York 
which advanced the State average 
by 5 points, and to a continuation 
of favorable conditions in the 
heavy districts of Western pro-
duction. Quite as striking as 
the high general average is the 
uniformity of the returns for 
different states. No state falls 
as much as 5 points below the 
general average, and none exceed 
it by 2. The variation of returns 
within county lines is quite as re-
markable, showing that not only 
every state, but almost every sec-
tion of each state participates in 
the remarkably favorable pros-
pect for this crop. 

Points on Tying Wool. 
In a letter to John McDowell, 

Esq., Washington, Pa., which 
that gentleman has given to the 
Reporter, Edward A. Greene, of 
Philadelphia, offers the follow-
ing suggestions relative to pro-
ducing and putting up wool: 

Changes are required as 
follows: First, tying. Many 
farmers use sisal or cheap twine 
that slivers, and they use much 
more than necessary, whereas in 
Australian fleeces no twine is 
used or a small twine with one 
cross tie only. The sliver is very 
damaging. Second, shives, straw, 
oats, boards, etc. Many wool 
growers permit their sheep to 
feed from mows or stacks, draw-
ing the feed on their backs. This 
renders the wool unfit for many 
purposes and manufacturers 
making choice goods must have 
free work and are obliged to buy 
Australian even if the cost is 
considerably above American 
wool. Third, second clip. In 
shearing the shearers will 
frequently not shear close enough 
and will go over it the second 
time; this is a .great blunder, as 
the additional weight gained 

amounts to nothing and the short 
wool is very damaging to fine 
work. If there is any second 
clipping on fleeces, it should be 
shorn off before the fleece is 
rolled. Fourth, belly locks, leg 
pieces and rubbish. These should 
be packed separately. They dis-
color and injure the fleeces more 
than the value of the rubbish. 
This is the only country in the 
world where this rubbish is put 
in the fleeces. To remedy these, 
first, tying should be done with 
the fleece itself,or one cross each 
way of small,smoothhemp twine. 
Second, feeding. Sheep should be 
fed from racks or the hay thrown 
on hard clean ground, or cut hay 
so fed as to prevent any from 
getting in the wool. Third, 
second clipping should be avoid-
ed. Fourth, rubbish of all kinds 
should be excluded from the 
fleece. 

To-day Ohio XX is unsalable 
at 32 cents and Michigan X at 29 
in the washed fleece, while the 
same grades in Australian wool 
are in demand at 40 to 43 cents 
in the unwashed state. Washing 
is unnecessary labor, damaging 
to the sheep and wool were shorn 
unwashed. If growers will 
follow the suggestions made and 
local buyers will not give them 
value for their wool, if they will 
communicate with a good com-
mission house, or direct to a man-
ufacturer, they will receive full 
value. At this very moment 
there is a yarn man here who 
says he had 50,000 pounds of yarn 
thrown up on account of the 
silver from twine that sorters 
overlooked or could not get out 
of the wool.—Stockman 
Farmer. 

and 

A N e w Feature in Fairs. 
The present grounds of the 

Kent County Agricultural Society 
are the most commodious and at-
tractive in the State. 

The premium List is liberal 
and has been prepared with 
special care, so as» to be attrac-
tive to every interest which is 
usually represented at autumn 
fairs, and is open to the world. 
The buildings are models of neat-
ness and convenience, and the 
stretch of mile track has been 
designedMrrfcfi 'special reference 
to quick time. 

A building for ladies with pro-
vision for their comfort is already 
erected, and the adoption of a 
plan for family tickets, by means 
of which all the members 
of a family can take in the whole 
fair at a mere nominal expense, 
is a feature that will be attractive 
to everybody. 

The Grand Stand will be free, 
and there is ample room for the 
care of teams, and no additional 
fee for driving upon the ground 
will be required. 

The Management is desirous 
of making this emphatically a 
people's fair, and ask that from 
this date plans be made by every-
body not only to attend through 
the fair, but arrange to exhibit 
something. 

We want the largest entry ever 
received at a fair in this county, 
and if our friends will help us to 
a grand success, the profits will 
return to added inducements and 
facilities next year. James Cox, 
Secretary, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Bless the flowers and flower 
growers; may their good work 
continue, and extend through the 
broad land until every home is 
an eden of beauty. Farmers 
wake up! with every advantage 
at your command for lovely home 
surroundings, I am sorry to say 
your home does not begin to com-
pare with the city brother, who 
often pays an enormous price for 
moss, wood, dirt, sand and 
manure, which are yours for the 
drawing it home. One day's 
work would supply material 
enough to make mother and the 
children happy for a year, and 
the small amount of one dollar 
invested in a wise selection of 
seeds and plants will make quite 
an assortment, and there are al 
ways good friends eager and will-
ing to help the new beginners 
with slips and roots, and plenty 
of advice and helpful hints. Try 
it, farmer friends; maka the 
home and its surrounding beauti-
ful; not expensive and grand, but 
simply beautiful, with nature's 
adornments, aided by thoughtful 
training, and our boys and girls 
will not be crowding towards the 
city in search of pleasure, 
amusement and—pleasant home. 
—Farm and Fireside. 

Tying Wool. 
There is a pardonable proprie-

ty in tying the fleeces in a man-
ner that will give them the best 
appearance. Wool buyers are 
partial to these neat packages, 
and they will tell you that the 
first impression of the appear-
ance of a lot of wool is so potent 
to them that further examination 
can scarcely offset it entirely. 
There is much truth in this, 
doubtless, for the reason that the 
grower who takes pains to roll 
and tie his fleeces in an attractive 
manner is one who is averse to 
slovenliness in growing inferior 
wool, and also in negligence in 
caring for his flock. 

Nor is it dishonest to do this. 
The merchant exposes his most 
attractive prints in his show win-
dow, to invite you to examine the 
goods inside. Would he be con-
sidered a tithe more honest if he 
exhibited his old-fashioned, shop-
worn goods instead ? So with 
the wool grower. Would the 
buyer regard him more honest 
if in tying the fleece he rolled it 
up with the outside outward than 
his neighbor who rolls his fleece 
so that not a particle of the out-
side is visible? 

It is supposed that the grower 
sells wool and nothing else when 
he invites the critical examina-
tion of the buyer; and since this 
is true he is a careless person 
who does not make his wool as 
attractive as possible. And it is 
money in his pocket to do so, and 
money in the buyer's pocket as 
well. 

Hence, in rolling up the fleece 
be careful that every portion of 
the exterior which is bleached 
and discolored is scrupulously 
concealed so that nothing but the 
white and do\^ny part is visible. 
Be careful also that no dirt comes 
in contact with the white surface, 
for it will adhere to the oily ele-
ments in the wool. Do not tear 
the fleece, either in shearing or 
tying, or it will present a ragged 
appearance in spite of anything. 
If the fleece is very large it is 
well to divide it so the packages 
will be as nearly uniform in size 
as practicable. Buyers some-
times object to the large fleeces 
of j coarse-*vooled . rams, not be-
cause the wool is inferior, but be-
cause the bundle is so large. By 
dividing the fleece this objection 
is removed and may prevent a 
reduction in price. 

With twine worth one-third the 
price of wool, pound for pound, 
it is strange that any person will 
cling to the old-fashioned custom 
of securing the fleece by a rough 
rope spun out of the wool itself, 
for this means will never secure 
it as neatly as the former. It is 
no saving to the grower to spare 
the twine, and a sufficient amount 
of it should be used to keep the 
fleece in compact form. Neither 
is it desirable to compress the 
bundles very tightly. Buyers 
like to feel a fleece that is light 
and springy, for it indicates that 
it is all right within. Every one 
knows that buyers are averse to 
heavy, solid fleeces, and they 
should govern themselves accord-
ingly-

The question is asked: Shall I 
put tags inside? One must abide 
by the custom in his locality. I 
see no reason why the tags may 
not be enclosed within the fleeces 
if they are removed from the 
sheep in early spring or are 
washed. If this is done, the fact 
should be known to the buyer. 
If you expect to keep sheep for 
many years it will not pay in dol-
lars and cents to cheat the buyer, 
or you may have the reputation 
of needing to be watched.—J. L. 
in Stockman & Farmer. 

Test Your Cows. 

After reading your article in 
last paper on milk testing, where 
sample of milk sent you only 
tested 2.72 pounds butter to 100 
pounds milk, I wish to say that 
we have put in one of Dr. Bab-
cock's milk testers, and I am 
now testing milk from each cow 
of our patron's dairies. I have 
just tested all the cows from one 
dairy and I find this: The best 
cow from this herd tested four 
pounds butter to 100 pounds 
milk, and the lowest i pound 
butter to 100 pounds milk. 
The patron has milked this cow 
for two years. Think of keep-
ing a cow two years for dairy 
business that only makes i pound 
of butter to 100 pounds of milk! 
We paid this patron 20c. per 

pound for his butter in the cream 
(on the gathered cream plan), 
hence he was actually receiving 
from 100 pounds of this cow's 
milk 10 cents at the same time 
he was feeding the cow 50-cent 
corn, and hay at *15 per ton. 

I find cows in all dairies here 
that test from 2 to 3 pounds of 
butter to 100 pounds of milk, and 
then the patrons wonder why it 
is their dairies don't pay them 
any better. It don't cost any 
more to feed a good cow than a 
poor one. and any patron can buy 
a hand milk tester and test his 
cows and know why it is he gets 
no more money out of his cows. 
They will find the fault is in their 
own carelessness and not the 
fault of the creamerymen. The 
creamery can't get butter fats 
out of water, and any dairyman 
that will keep a cow that makes 
less than 3 pounds of butter to 
100 pounds of milk is a disgrace 
to the business, and the cream-
ery man that will buy milk or 
cream without testing the same 
every day is unwise and will soon 
find himself in the mud.—-E. 
Northup, in Am. Creamery. 

Success in Life. 
The way to succeed in life is to 

be faithful in the performance of 
whatever duties lie before us. 
Some of these duties may be irk-
some and unpleasant ones, but 
we will lose much by shirking 
them. Ordinarily the road to 
wealth, fame or greatness is not 
strewn with roses. Those who 
have succeeded have found the 
way difficult and rough. They 
have come up through "great 
tribulation" and not "on flow-
ery beds of ease" and indolence. 
To succeed in the true sense of 
the word consists in living to 
some purpose, in improving our 
opportunities, and in seeking to 
elevate ourselves and those 
around us to a higher plane of 
intelligence and morality. 

Our efforts may bring to us 
wealth, fame and position, but we 
should not regard them as the 
principal evidences of success, 
but rather as incidents of a well-
spent life. To be successful in 
life it is not essential that we, ac-
cumulate great wealth, lead arm-
ies to battle or attain to high of-
ficial position; but it is incumbent 
upon us to do our duty • in what-
ever station in life we may find 
ourselves placed, and to make 
the best possible use of our time 
and talents. If we do these 
things we may account ourselves 
among those who attain real suc-
cess in life.—Munro's Miscellany. 

This attempt to cram the sub-
treasury scheme down the throats 
of the farmers won't work. The 
only way to secure any degree of 
unanimity of opinion and power 
in this subject is for it to be fully 
and freely discussed. This of all 
things is what the advocates of 
the sub-treasury idea seem to 
fear. The National Grange of 
the Patrons of Husbandry in-
dorsed by a narrow majority the 
plan of 2 per cent loans of fresh 
issues of greenbacks on real es-
tate, but the Patrons throughout 
the country are far from united 
on the subject. Yet they are not 
read out of the order or held to 
be traitors to the cause. The 
Alliance should avoid the error 
of attempting to stifle free speech. 
Not one Alliance man in a thou-
sand wants to prevent free dis-
cussion, but the few who are 
demagogues in this respect can do 
untold harm to the cause. Let 
tolerance rule, and thorough in-
vestigation of both sides of all 
topics prevail. Then the farmers' 
movement will command the con-
fidence of the farmers and the 
respect of the general public. 
The men put in office by the 
farmers will then carry more 
weight and be more useful, be-
cause they will be broadly educat-
ed and far better qualified to 
cope with the gifted counsel of 
monopoly than if they were 
narrow minded demagogues who 
had looked only at one aspect of 
the points at issue. We believe 
the usefulness of the formers' 
power, both to the farmer him-
self and to the nation at large, 
will depend largely upon the 
comprehensive ability of the 
farmers themselves. This ability 
is a result of education applied 
to the natural good sense that 
characterizes the typical Ameri-
can farmer.—Farm and Home. 
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