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Cost o f Growing Crops. 

There seems to be a growing 
desire among farmers to learn 
what it costs to raise crops. Even 
the occasional reader of the agri-
cultural press during the past 
two or three years, could not 
fail to note this. I t seems to be 
confined to no particular locali-
ty, yet perhaps farmers in Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois and Michigan 
have shown more interest in the 
subject than their brethren else-
where. The reports that find 
their way into the papers give 
the cost on single farms and in 
single years only, yet they are 
none the less valuable. While 
some of these reports show plain-
ly that they are only estimates 
prepared with more or less care, 
others are taken from carefully 
kept records or accounts, and 
are therefore of much greater 
value. 

One of the latest and in many 
respects the best reports on this 
subject is the '-Madison Grange 
Crop report" published in the 
VISITOR of April 15 This re-
port starts out with a twenty-two 
acre field of oats, grown on clay 
land, fifteen acres sod fall plow-
ed and seven acres corn stubble. 
This crop cost $229.54 or an 
average of $10.43 per acre. 

The field of corn, ten acres, 
"grown on a field which had 
been in pasture twelve years." 
was produced at a cost of $140, 
or $14 per acre. The even num-
ber of dollars suggest that this 
statement is based upon esti-
mates, at least in part, rather 
than npon an exact account, but 
it is doubtless substantially ac-
curate. 

The sixty-five acres of wheat 
was produced at a cost of $784.35, 
an average of $12.07 per acre, 
but forty-five acres of this fol-
lowed beans and corn, and the 
field was fitted without plowing, 
which lessened the cost. 

I wish to note particularly the 
cost per cent, of producing these 
three crops—$10.43 for oats. $14 
for corn and $12.07 for wheat, 
and the close agreement of these 
figurés with the cost in the four 
southern tiers of counties of this 
state, as shown in the Farm 
Statistics of 1889-90, and in a cir-
cular recently issued by the Sec-
retary of State on the cost and 
value of the crops of 1889. 

The Secretary began an inves-
tigation in 1884 to determine the 
cost of producing crops, which 
was continued for five successive 
years. The whole number of re-
turns received by the Secretary 
from the southern counties in the 
five years was 2,517. Each re-

_ turn gave the cost to the corres-
" pondent of producing his crop. 
Based upon these five annual 
returns of cost per acre, the 
Secretary computes the cost of 
the 1889 oats, corn and wheat 
crops in each county in the 
southern section, foots the result 
and finds that for the entire sec-
tion, the average cost of the 
oat crop was $11.52 per acre; of 
the corn crop $14.20 per acre and 
of the wheat crop $12.78 per 
acre. These amounts are slight-
ly greater than those given us by 

Madison Grange. For oats the 
cost is one dollar and nine cents 
more, for corn twenty cents more 
and for wheat sixty-six cents 
more. 

The cost as figured by the 
Secretary includes cost of haul-
ing out barn yard manure, and 
taxes, insurance and repairs. 
The Madison figures do not in-
clude cost of hauling out manure | 
and probably not taxes, insur-1 
ance or repairs. 

I t is probable that further in-1 
vestigation into the cost of pro-1 

more liberal dietary. The con-
tention becomes the more un-
reasonable in view of the fact 
that half of the area of Europe 
could easily double its production 
under more général and higher 
cultivation. 

Mr. Dodge then introduces ar-
guments and statistics to prove 
first, that the surplus production 
is not unlimited; second, that the 
wheat surplus is not immediately 
exhaustible; third, that wheat 
production is not. declining in 
Europe; fourth, that the Indian 

ducing these crops would "not j wheat scare is nearly over; fifth, 
give average results materially that the wheat' production 
different from these already ob- of the world is not declining; 
tained, and so long as the wages | sixth, that there is much danger 
of labor remain as high as at 1 in' false statistics and irrelevant 
present, it seems pretty safe to j deduction. He concludes his 
assume that the average cost of ! paper as follows: 

our children having been of late, 
considerably discuss in your 
paper. I thought I would pre-
sent a few thoughts upon the sub-
ject for the consideration of your 
readers. 

I can present my ideas upon 
the subject more tersely by pay-
ing no attention to the arguments 
pro and con which have appear-
ed in your paper and simply pre-
senting my own thoughts in my 
own way. 

I shall base my arguments upon 
the following premises or axioms 
as I think them to be. 

1. The laws of nature, the! 

producing an acre of oats in 
Southern Michigan is eleven 
dollars, of corn fourteen dollars, 
and of wheat thirteen dollars. 

LANSING M a y 8, 1891. 

ROBERT L . HEWITT. 

Agricultural Production in the 
Uni ted States. 

Hon. J. R. Dodge, Statistician 
of the Department of Agricul-
ture, will soon issue in his April 
report an essay on • 'Permanency 
of Agricultural Production," to 
meet the views of some that the 
United States is approaching its 
limit of capacity for population. 
From advance sheets we quote 
as follows: 

Sbme modern disciples of 
Malthus are wrestling with the 
limitation of production in this 
country. Some citizens of an 
adjoining country, of large su-
perficial area in great proportion 
unoccupied, have sought to im-
press upon the popular mind, 
through our press, the idea of 
near approach of a "pressure of 
population upon subsistence," 
which has been in other coun 
tries the bugbear of an age of 
primitive and superficial agricul 
tural cultivation. A corrollary 
of this idea would be the neces-
sity of enlarging our productive 
area by some form of dependence 
upon neighboring agricultural 
resources. I t is natural that 
self-interest, coupled with a par-
tial acquaintance of the natural 
resources of this country, should 
lead out-siders to take this view; 
but there is no such excuse for 
depreciation of the capabilities 
of rural production in the United 
States by citizens of this coun-
try. 

Europe has four times as many 
people as the United States, and 
very few of the countries repre-
sented by this eastern continent 
fail to produce nearly or quite 
enough for their own subsis-
tence. All Eastern Europe has 
an agricultural surplus, and 
Italy's exports equals her im-
ports. Even the Netherlands, 
with only 2£ acres to each inhab-
itant, requires only a few million 
of dollars' worth of agricnltural 
imports in excess of agricultural 
exports. France requires from 
foreign sources only about seven 
per cent, of her consumption for 
a population nine times as dense 
as ours. Insular and factory-
studded Great Britain feeds one 
half of her people from her soil, 
through a labor of one-eighth of 
her population, and her game 
preserves and pleasure grounds 
are enough to feed the other half 
if utilized for agricultural pro-
duction. 

I t would seem to be an absurdi-
ty to claim a necessity of four 
times as much area to feed one 
person in this country as it re-
quires in Europe, with whatever 
allowance may be necessary for 

common laws and the teachings 
of the Bible write in declaring it 
to be the parents duty to feed, 
cloth, shelter, educate and con-
trol his children. 

2. I f it be the parents duty 
and privledge to do these things, 
it cannot also be the duty of the 
State, Township or school district 
to do the same thing. 

3. It can only become the 
duty of the State or community 
to do these things for children in 

• • • I l i l R i p case of failure, or great danger 
not all utilized, and the cultivated I of failure; on the part of the 
area may become far more pro- j parents to thus provide for their 
ductive. offspring. 

Farm labor is not sufficiently 4. I t is not just to tax the 
effective; its distribution could community to do that which the 

This country has not reached 
the limit of agricultural produc-
tion. It has not even approach-
ed it. One-third of its area is 
either too dry or too wet for pre-
sent cultivation, awaiting irriga-
tion or drainage. Of the other 
two-thirds there is much not in-
cluded in farms; its farm area is 

be more harmonious and profita 
ble. Prices of cereals have some-
times been reduced by oversup-
ply. Cotton with a product of 
22,000,000 bales in three years, a 
quantity «.rpaJt»r t i W the pro-
duction of six years prior to 1860, 
begins to decline in price. At 
the same time there is a failure 
to produce the sugar required, 
though there is cane land enough 
for an ample supply, and beet 
sugar lands ad libitum, without 
mentioning the possibilities of 
sorghum. There might be tens 
of millions of dollars annually 
coined from various fibers, large 
extension of fruit-growing, and 
introduction of many economic 
plants to be made the basis of 
new industries. The material 
now produced for food consump-
tion might be put in more attrac-
tive form for market, and a 
large contribution levied upon 
the gastronomic and aesthetic 
tastes of consumers. 

I t is not true that the wheat of 
the world is declining. I t is not 
difficult to prove the existence 
of 2,300,000,000 bushels as an 
average, and there is no pros-
pect of a decrease. Annual fluc-
tuations, from climatic causes, 
will produce variation in price, 
which the distribution of har-
vests of different climates through 
the year and increase of inter-
national transportation facilities 
will help to equalize. The Unit-
ed States will continue to pro-
duce a surplus for export, until 
the wheat culture of the plains 
shall have given place to more 
varied and profitable culture, 
and increasing numbers of non-
agricultural population shall re-
quire for bread the entire crop. 

I t is proper to say that the ten-
dency is toward a better distri-
bution of crops, and to higher 
prices and greater profits. The 
proportion of agricultural labor 
will decrease, non-agricultural 
"will increase, agricultural pro-
duction will be more varied, ru-
ral intelligence and skill will ad 
vance, and the farmer be in bet-
ter position to demand and secure 
an equitable share of the net 
proceeds of national industries. 
—Pacific Rural Press. 

Taxat ion and Education. 

ED. VISITOR: 

The subject of taxation of the 
people for the purpose of con-
ferring higher education upon 

parent can. would and ought to 
do for his children. 

To make an elaborate argu-
ment upon each of the above pro-
positions would take too much of 
your space. I shall make but 
little argument in their support 
now trusting to your permission 
to support any or all of them in 
your columns if they are attack-
ed. Kent's Com. Vol 11, p. 4, 
Sec. 29, Says: "During the min-
ority of the child, the parent is 
absolutely bound to provide 
reasonably for his maintainance 
and education; and may be sued 
for necessaries furnished and 
schooling given to a child under 
just and reasonable circum-
stances. " 

Dr. Wayland in Moral Philos-
ophy writes: "The right of the 
parent is to command; the duty 
of the child is to obey, the rela-
tion is establised by our Creator. 
The duty of the parent is to edu-
cate his children in such manner 
as he believe will be most for 
their future happiness both 
temporal and eternal. * * * 
With his duty in this respect no 
one has a right to interfere. * * 

While he exercises his parent-
al duties within their prescribed 
limits he is, by the law of God, 
exempt from interference both 
from individuals and from 
society." 

Laws may be made to interfere 
with the parents natural right 
and duty to educate and provide 
for his child; yet, despite it all, 
the responsibility for the educa-
tion and care of his child falls on 
him and on no one else. 

The rights guaranteed him in 
our Declaration of Independence 
to "the pursuit of happiness" ex-
tends to that of his children as 
well; i n every thing conducive to 
their happiness in this world, as 
in the next, if there be a future 
life, therefore it includes their 
religious teachings. "Children 
obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is just." Honor thy 
father and thy mother," "Chil-
dren obey your parents in all 
things for this is well-pleasing to 
the Lord—Col. 3-20. 

Herbert Spencer says in Social 
Statistics. The reasoning which is 
held to establish the right to in-
tellectual food, will equally well 
establish the right to material 
food; nay will do more, will prove 
that children should be altogether 

; cared for by the government. 
For if the benefit, importance and 

j necessity of education be assigned 
l as a sufficent reason why the gov-
| ernment should educate, then 
j may the benefit, importance or 
necessity of food, clothing, shel-

j ter and warmth, be assigned as a 
i sufficent reason why the govern-
ment should administer them 

j also." 

But one good reason can be 
j assigned why a Republican Gov-
! ernment should educate its chil-
dren and that is the importance, 
yea necessity of making them in-
telligent voters, and citizens. 

This necessity should not call for 
governmental interference until 
the parent seemed likely to fail 
to furnish such education to his 
child; nor could the duty of the 
government require the education 
of the child further than is 
necessary to make of him an in-
telligent voter viz: Only in the 
elementary branches, leaving it 
to himself and friends to furnish 
means for a higher education if 
desired. 

Herbert Spencer says ibid "In-
asmuch as the taking away by 
government of more of a means of 
property than is needful for 
maintaining his rights, is an in-
fringement and therefore a rever-
sal of the government's function 
toward him—and inasmuch as 
the taking away of his property 
to educate his own or other peo-
ple's children is not needful for 
the maintainance of his rights— 
the taking away of his property 
is wrong. 

To claim that a collegiate ed-
ucation is necessary to make an 
intelligent voter would be to ad-
mit that but but a very small 
fraction of our voters are intelli-
gent ones. It is not clear that a 
collegiate or professional educa-
tion is equivalent to a capital 
with which to start in life and is 
it just to tax the people to furnish 
this capital to graduates. Fully 
one-third of all our taxes are for 
school purposes. 

Though this kind of taxation 
has existed so long and been so 
much praised that it is consider-
ed an act of flagrant heresy to 
speak or write against it; yet it 
may not be amiss to remind my 
readers that many no older 
men can remember when the 
parent paid for the education of 
his child and looked after him to 
see that he was getting value re-
ceived, by the industry and pro-
gress made in his education. 

Not unfrequently we come 
across some young man who has 
received a liberal education in 
high school or college and has 
been engaged for some time in 
vainly looking for some employ-
ment which he thinks befitting 
his accomplishment. Such cases 
will cause us to query whether 
education is after all the great 
blessing which we have always 
been taught to consider it. True 
we hear now and then of some 
worthy scholar and graduate who 
has attained great honor and 
celebrity, but for each one of 
these there are many like the 
case first mentioned, who are 
never scarcely heard of outside 
their own little circle. But it is 
not our purpose to decry educa-
tion or deny its usefulness in 
general; but rather to inquire in-
to the justice of making the pub-
lic educate a young man whose 
parents are both able and willing 
to educate him without public 
aid. G . W . TOPPING, 

DeWitt, Mich, May 5th, 1891. 

A fact that 'all men with gray and 
many shaded whiskers should know, 
that Buckingham's Dye always colors 
an even brown or black. 
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W h e n the Green G i t s Back . 

In spring, when the green gits back in the trees, 
And the sun coines back and stays. 

And your boots pull on with a good tight squeeze, 
And you think of yer barefoot days; 

W h e n you or* to work and you want to not, 
And you and yer wi fe agrees 

It's time to spade up the garden lot— 
When the green gits back in the trees— 

Well , work is the last of my idees 
W h e n the green, you know, gits back in the trees! 

When the green gits back in the trees, and bees 
Is a buzzin' aroun' again. 

In that kind of lazy go-as-you-please 
Old gait they bum roun' in. 

W h e n the ground's all bald where the hay-rick 
stood. 

And the crick 's riz, and the breeze 
Coaxes the bloom in the old dogwood, 

And the green gits back in the trees; 
I like, as I say, such scenes as these, 
T h e time when the green gits back in the trees! 

W h e n the whole tail feathers o' winter time 
Is all pulled out and gone. 

And the sap it thaws and begins to climb, 
And the sweat it starts out on 

A feller 's forrid, a gittin' down 
At the old spring on his knees— 

I kind o' like jes ' a loaferin' roun' 
When the green gits back in the tree?—-

Jes' a potterin' roun' as I—durn—please— 
When the green, you know, gits back in the trees! 

—J. Whitcoinb Riley. 

A S t u d y o f F ru i t Buds—Some 

Ph i l osophy o f Prun ing . 

A bearing fruit tree, in healthy 
condition, carries on three lines 
of product simultaneously: It 
makes new wood, on which a 
fresh recruit of fruit buds will 
be developed within two or more 
years following; it builds and 
furnishes fruit buds in part or 
completely, according to its abil-
ity, on prior new wood; it ex-
pands flowers and matures fruit 
from older fruit buds, prepared 
to yield this final product. But 
this last production is very ex-
haustive—the flowering is a 
heavy drain, and the production 
of seed is especially so, in the 
case of all sorts of plants. Trees 
that yield their fruit early in the 
summer, as the cherry, for ex 
ample, have time left in the same 
season in which to devote their 
means to preparing fruit buds 
for the next year's yield, and 
they are naturally annual bear-
ers. But late maturing fruits, 
as winter apples, have no such 
opportunity, and if their fruit 
yield is large they must, of ne-
cessity, lie fallow, as it were, for 
a year, to prepare themselves for 
another flowering and fruiting. 
Manuring and the suppression of 
all competing growth will great-
ly aid them by giving general 
vigor and supply, but the first 
effect of this is to promote growth 
of new shoots, and we often see 
these so numerous and so leafy, 
after such cultural treatment, 
that the fruit buds, which are on 
prior wood further within the 
tree top, cannot get light for 
their rosettes of leaves, and so 
remain, in great part, dormant 
or undeveloped. It is when a 
tree is beginning to thrive, and 
making little new wood, that we 

. see the fullest filling out of fruit 
buds and setting of fruit. I t is 
the last effort of an injured or 
neglected tree. With good cul-
ture there must go judicious 
pruning, especially with thumb 
and finger; prompt suppression 
of redundant shoots, and thinning 
or parting of those that are well 
placed so as to admit light to the 
leaves of the fruit bearing spurs 
beneath. Without this, manur-
ing may quite fail of its intended 
purpose.—W. G. Waring, sr., in 
New York Tribune. 

A m e r i c a n L i g h t B r ahmas . 

Although this breed of fowls 
originally came from Asia and is 
therefore classed with Asiatic 
varieties, yet the distinctive ap-
pearance and the excellent quali-
ties of those that are to be seen 
in this country, at the present 
time, so clearly show the skill 
and good sense of American 
breeders that our Light Brahmas 
seem to be almost as much an 
American breed as the Plymouth 
Rocks and Wyandottes. 

From a race of fowls long in 
neck and leg, giving them a game-
like stature, American breeders 
have given us a fowl of magnifi-
cent form, compact, and yet of 
the greatest weight of any breed 
recognized by our standard; 
quick in maturing, considering 
their size, and superior in egg 
production, when properly cared 
for. It is true that the English 
have also bred the original of 
this variety to a much better 
shape, but by their own admission 
they have greatly impaired the 
qualities of the Brahmas by breed-
ing for excessive feathering—an 
approach toward Cochin charac-
teristics which has nothing to 

commend it; while the fact that j 
such a course means slowness of j 
maturing, weakening of the egg- j 
producing function, and loss of j 
vigor generally, shows how much 
we are indebted to our own breed-
ers for adhering to a more rational, 
policy. 

The American Light Brahma is 
not characterized by loose or pro-1 

fuse feathering, and as a result, 
there are yards in New England 
to-day in which the pullets of 
this breed begin laying at thel 
age of five months, or five months | 
and a few days, though such 
precocity cannot be claimed for 
very many yards. 

There can be little doubt, how-
ever, that a more intelligent 
method of caring for and feeding 
the growing pullets, would bring 
them to the laying period in six 
months from the shell. Wheat, 
oats, lean meat, milk and vegeta-
bles, or green food, with exercise 
and cleanliness, will accomplish 
this result. Brahmas, because 
of their tendency to take on fat, 
should never see a particle of 
corn or corn meal from the day 
they are hatched until it is desired 
to fatten them for market. 

Many people do not have suc-
cess with this variety of fowls 
because they fail to manage them 
properly. There is an end of 
egg production when a Brahma 
gets fat and lazy. They should 
be fed lightly in the morning on 
such nitrogenous food as shorts 
or ground oats, mixed with cut 
clover, or vegetables; then made 
to scratch all day for a little 
wheat or oats scattered in their 
litter, if kept confined, or made 
to scratch for worms and bugs if 
given free range. At night a full 
meal can be given. In this way 
they will receive full rations 
from which to form eggs, but 
they will get it in such a way, 
and at such times, as will keep 
them busy all day long. A faith-
ful adherence to this plan cannot 
fail to give good results, what-
ever be the breed of fowls kept, 
though it is especially important 
in the case of the large varieties. 

In mating Light Brahmas, it 
is important that the female 
should be of good size—extra 
large if one wishes the progeny 
to be large; while the male should 
be a compact bird, fine in shape 
and color, but not extra large in 
size, and especially important it 
is that he be not coarse in his 
general make-up. I am well 
satisfied that the dam more 
strongly controls size than the 
sire; while a fine-boned, compact-
ly built', medium-sized male will 
counteract any tendency toward 
coarseness in the progeny. This 
principle is verified throughout 
the whole animal kingdom, and 
condemns the seeking after extra 
large males for breeding pur-
poses. 

The dark hackle and tail of a 
L i g h t B r a h m a fow l are 
especially attractive as a contrast 
to their snowy plumage. To keep 
this dark color, it is important 
that the breeding stock be dark 
in the under-color of the feathers. 
There is a difference of opinion 
on this point, the standard allow-
ing the under-color to be either 
white or slate color, but the ex-
perience of most breeders will 
probably point toward the dark 
under-color as desirable. 

The breeding stock should also 
have well developed breasts—too 
many specimens failing in this 
respect—and legs that are medium 
in length, long enough to give an 
elegant carriage to the bird, but 
not stilty in appearance. To 
perpetuate the practical qualities 
of this breed, the most prolific 
layers should be selected from 
which to rear the future flocks. 
Continual selection in this way 
will be largely rewarded in the 
future. 

When properly bred and 
properly managed, the Light 
Brahma stands in the front rank 
as a practical fowl for American 
farms, yielding a large supply of 
eggs during the fall—if early 
hatched—and winter, when eggs 
are at their highest price, and 
giving the largest dressed weight 
of any breed when they are sent 
to market, after filling the egg-
basket with high-priced eggs. 

We have other breeds as good 
for practical purposes, but noBe 

I that combine beauty and excell-
| ence in a more marked degree 
I than the American Light 
| Brahmas. — Webb Donnell, in 
Mass. Ploughman. 

A b o u t Mor tgage Loans . 

T. C. Sherwood, bank commiss-
ioner, has sent the following 
communication on the subject of 
mortgage loans to the senate: 
To the Honorable, the Senate, of 
the State of Michigan. Gentle-
men—I am this day in receipt of 
the resolution adopted by your 
honorable body April 16 asking 
that the commissioner of the 
banking department report to 
the Senate what amount of farm 
mortgages are held by the banks 
of the State and the rate of inter 
est thereon, and such commiss-
ioner is hereby requested to ad-
vise the Senate of such changes 
in the banking law of the State 
as may be perfectly safe to the 
investor and afford relief to the 
farmers. In response to said 
resolution, I beg leave to report 
on December 19 last, the last re-
port received, 106 State banks, 
67 of which were savings banks 
or banks with savings depart-
ments, and two trust companies, 
reported to this department com-
mercial loans of $27,628,145.16; 
stocks, bonds and mortgages, 
$18,846,534.08. Of the latter §5, -
353.752.83 were stocks and bonds 
and $13,492,884.25 were mort-
gages. I am unable to give 
separately the amount loaned on 
farm and business property, the 
two being combined in reports 
made to this department; but 
from examinations made during 
the past year my opinion is, that 
a large proportion of money 
loaned by the State banks on 
mortgage security, is loaned on 
farms and homes of laboring 
men, and that a very small por-
tion is loaned on business proper-
ty, as those loans are usually taken 
by insurance companies, or east-
ern capitalists, at a lower rate of 
interest than western banks 
charge, viz: 6J per cent, which 
is the average rate of interest 
charged by our State banks. In 
this connection I might say that 
the commercial loans are not all 
made to business men. Banks 
in our farming districts loan to 
farmers more readily than they 
do business men, and without 
mortage security. In complying 
with your request to "advise the 
Senate of such changes in the 
bank'ing law of tKe State as may 
be perfectly safe to the investor 
and afford relief to the farmer," 
I will say that in our State we 
have three classes of banks, viz: 
private banks, national banks 
and state banks. Private banks 
not being under supervision, I 
am unable to inform you how, or 
in what manner, they loan their 
deposits. National banks are 
restricted to a commercial busi-
ness and cannot loan on mortgage 
security. State banks are per-
mitted by law to transact both a 
commercial and savings business. 
Commercial banks are especially 
for the accommodation of farmers 
and business men. They are, 
and should be, exclusively devot-
ed to the collection, safe-keeping 
and employment in temporary 
loans the floating capital of the 
country. Every farmer, merchant 
and manufacturer is dependent 
upon the commercial banks for 
funds to enable them to market 
the products of the farm and the 
goods of the merchant and manu-
facturer. Our State banking law 
permits commercial banks to 
loan on mortgage security, an 
amount not exceeding 50 per 
cent of their capital stock, and 
in my judgement the law in this 
respect should not be changed. 
The savings department of our 
State banks receive and care for 
the surplus money of the country 
that is not needed in active busi-
ness. They are required by law 
to keep on hand 15 per cent of 
their deposits in cash to provide 
for the current daily business de-
mands. Thirty-four per cent 
they can loan on negotiable paper, 
secured by collaterals and short 
time commercial paper, that they 
may be able to meet unusual de-
mands without being compelled 
to dispose of mortgage securities. 
Fifty-one per cent they are com-
pelled to loan on bonds or real 
estate, and as farming lands are 
the best real estate security, 
known, they are very desirable 
for these permanent loans. I can-
not see how the law regulating 
loans could be more just or 
equitable, and at the same time 
afford proper security to the 
thousands of depositors who 
patronize savings banks. In 

I order to benefit farmers and 
' others who desire to borrow on 

mortgage security, I suggested 1 

in my last annual report (pages ! 
16 and 17) that the banking law! 
be amended so that certificates of1 

deposit could be classed as sav- j 
ings deposits. The amendment1 

you wisely adopted, and when i 
$6,024,724.25—the amount of cer-
tificates of deposits reported last I 
December, which were formerly 
classed as commercial deposits 
are required to be loaned, I think 
there will be no demand for a I 
change in the banking law. or 
complaints from borrowers that 
they cannot obtain money from 
banks on suitable mortgage 
security. 

Respectfully yours. 
T. C. Sherwood. 

Commissioner of the Banking 
Department. 

Test o f t he Edi tor . 

A good many people do not 
know that an editor's selections 
from his contemporaries are 
quite often the best test of his 
editorial ability, and that the 
function of the scissors is not 
merely to fill up vacant spaces, 
but to reproduce the brightest 
and best thoughts, and the most 
attractive news from all sources 
at the editor's command. There 
are times when the editor opens 
his exchanges and finds a feast 
for eyes, heart and soul. The 
thoughts of his contemporaries 
glow with life. He wishes his 
readers to enjoy the feast, and 
he lovingly takes up the scissors 
and clips and clips, and sighs to 
think that his space is in-
adequate to contain all the 
treasures so prodigally spread 
before him. Your true editor is 
generous, and will sacrifice his 
own ambition as a writer during 
such festal occasions, and it is of 
far more profit to his readers to 
set before them the original dish 
of dainties, with the label of the 
real author affixed, than to ap-
propriate its best thoughts to 
himself, and reproduce them as 
his own. After all, the true 
test of a newspaper's real value 
is not the amount of original 
matter it contains, but the average 
quality of all the matter appear-
ing in its columns, whether 
original or selected. -r-The 
Journalist." 

The Telephone on t he F a r m 

We are informed that the tele-
phone patents all over the coun-
try are about to expire, and this 
means the breaking up of a gi-
gantic monopoly. At present 
telephones cannot be purchased 
for private use, and hence their 
use is restricted to cities under 
the management of "Telephone 
Exchanges." 

On the expiration of telephone 
patents the instruments will be 
put upon the market, and there 
is no good reason why farmers 
should not share in the benefits 
of this useful application of elec-
trical science. 

It is not improbable that in the 
more thickly settled agricultural 
districts the farm houses will 
have telephonic communication 
with the cities and villages, thus 
bringing the stores and offices of 
the city and the farm in ready 
communication. 

The immense saving of time 
and other advantages secured by 
such facilities can be readily 
seen. Instead of losing a half 
day during the busy season to at-
tend some business in the city or 
village the farmer will step to 
the telephone. He will not go to 
the postoffice after his mail until 
he finds out by telephone that 
there is important mail awaiting 
him. If the doctor is wanted he 
can be called before the horse 
can be harnessed. 

The cities are not going to be 
allowed to monopolize all the 
benefits of modern science. The 
farmers are entitled to a share, 
and they will get it. 

The coming generation will 
have an easier time than their 
fathers and grand-fathers enjoy-
ed. but they will have to do more 
head-work, and hence need the 
preparation afforded by a thor-
ough. practical education. 

The W o r l d ' s F a i r i n '93' 

Will be held in Chicago. The 
Pioneer Buggy in '93 will be 
made in Columbus, O. If you 
care to know how, send 10 cents, 
silver or stamps, for ' 'Complete 

¡Horse Book," and that will tell. 
¡ Pioneer Buggy Company, Colum-
bus, Ohio. 

The Farmers ' I n n i ngs Close a t 

Hand . 

Look out for the boom! See 
our market reports. The cloud 
of agricultural depression is fast 
rolling away and is found to have 
a silver lining. Not for years 
has the middle of April witnessed 
such a boom and such a solid 
basis for its long continuance. 
Good times can't be much longer 
put off. The farmer is going to 
have his innings. He feels it, 
He is taking hold of the season's 
work with more vim and hope 
than for many a day. Now let 
us take every precaution to raise 
crops in quantity and quality that 
shall command the best prices. 
Study co-operation and get ready 
to work together in buying and 
selling. The time to make co-
operation pay and farming pro-
fitable is when the boom is on. 
Let us keep cool, whittle down 
expenses, avoid extravagance, 
pay our debts, accumulate prop-
erty. Then if depression comes 
again in a few years farmers will 
be in fine shape to weather the 
storm.—New England Home-
stead. 

Certainly there has been no 
story so extraordinary in its plot 
and so forcible in its vivid de-
scriptions, as the late Douglas 
O'Connor's "Brazen Andi'oid," 
the concluding portion of which 
Appears in the Atlantic Monthly 
for May. If the first portion of 
the romance was remarkable, it 
was at least within those lines in 
which story-tellers are accustom-
ed to confine themselves; but the 
character introduced in the second 
portion is so inexplicable, and 
his action in the story so tremend-
ous, that what has seemed but 
strange hitherto becomes now 
the merest commonplace. The 
power of the story is of the same 
kind that one finds in Poe's 
"Fall of the House of Usher." 
It is a relief to turn from the 
tension of "The Brazen Android" 
to the portion of a liithto unpub-
lished journal of Richard H. Dana, 
which describes a voyage on the 
Grand Canal of China. Mr. 
Dana's description of Su-Chau is 
immensely interesting, and it is 
curious' to compare it witli Mi. 
Lowell's Japanese papers; but 
the most valuable thing in Mr. 
Dana's notes is the description of 
a Chinese gentleman, named U-u. 
The picture of the exquisite 
courtesy and politeness of this 
individual is one of the most 
charming things in the magazine. 
He showed a characteristic bit of 
Chinese courtesy when, declining 
to smoke more than one or two 
puffs of his cigar or to take more 
than one or two sips of wine, he 
said, not that they were too strong 
for him, but that he was not 
strong enough for them—a finish-
ed politeness,' which does not 
seem overstrained to the Eastern 
mind.—Houghton, Mifflin & Co.. 
Boston. 

Many years ago one of my 
comrades was sick with fever, and 
the regular doctor said he would 
die, as most of his fever patients 
did; but in the night, when the 
watcher was asleep in his chair, 
the patient, "burning up with 
fever," tongue and lips cracked 
open, "dying with thirst," reach-
ed the pail or pitcher of water 
and drank all he could. When 
the doctor came the next morn-
ing he was surprised to find his 
patient better—saved by nature's 
remedy, contrary to the doctor's 
science and murderous treatment. 
Thank the Lord, the doctors are 
progressing, using more common 
sense, and do not ruin as many 
constitutions as formerly.—Root's 
Gleanings. 

CARE OF THE BRAIN . — T h e 

brain stands the most abuse of 
any organ in the body. Its best 
tonic and stimulant is success. 
The worst and most depressing 
thing to it is failure. The most 
injurious effects come by using 
stimulants in early life. Young 
people should never use liquors, 
tea or coffee. The latter two 
may not exactly do harm, but 
they are conducive of no good. 
They act mostly on the brain and 
injure its growth very material-
ly. Abundance of sleep is nec-
essary. Eight hours is not more 
than enough. Sleep is the time 
of relatively lowered expendi-
ture and increased repair. 

* 


