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"THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN fHE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED." 

XYI PAW PAW, MICH., MARCH I, [891. Whole 

T H F (TR A N C F V l Q I T H D m e r e l y putt ing this stock in their 
i n n UrvAlNuL V l o l 1 UK. yards, and then paid feed and 

commission bills extra. 
When I say to you that the 

! plant can be duplicated for five 
I and one-half millions of dollars, 
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A railway commission placed i n this matter, 
upon as secure a basis would not The remedy I should apply to 
be any more likely to go amiss I these would be combination, then 
than they. 

burdens have such an extensive 
following? 

I might trace every article that 
leaves the fa rm and show the 
same pernicious system attending I 
its steps, f rom producer to con-
sumer, who are alike interested 

To those opposing, on the 
ground of economy, I would re-
fer you to this illustration, and 
show how fa r in the rear we are 
in managing our public affairs: 
China is the only country in the 
world whose postal service is 
managed by private enterprise. 
The United States is the only 
country of importance whose tel-
egraphic communication is so 
conducted; and, while it leads in 
mileage, and number of mes-
sages sent, at the same time, in 
the average expense of sending 
messages, we are not in advance 
of the leading countries of Eu-
rope—and are even behind some 
of the inferior ones. 

In the Postal department the 
needs of the people are attended 
to, regardless of whether it will 
pay or not, by establishing coun-
t ry offices where, if the matter 
was left to private corporations, 
there would be few such offices. 
And were the telegraph system 
under the direction of government 
officials, the same order of things 
would prevail as in our present 
postal system. Both could be 
placed upon a paying basis, by 

correct information. I put combi 
nation first, because I do not be 
lieve the majori ty can acquire 
correct information without first 
organizing, and then through this 
avenue compelling those who do 
know to let their l ight shine. 

Aside f rom the topics of trade 
and transportation, we have a 
third factor in reducing the net 
revenue of the farmer, tha t of 
taxation. This may be a hack-
neyed topic, but it is one we al-
ways have with us. I t seems a 
necessity to our civilization—and 
as the country grows older, they 
increase in consequence of bad 
management on the par t of pub-
lic officials, and as the country be-
comes more populous the necessi-
ty for internal improvements be-
comes greater. 

Our educational and reforma-
tory institutions must be en-
larged. 

A greater number of public of-
ficials must be salaried, to trans-
act the public business, and al-
most unconsciously the burden 
increases until, as Governor Luce 
in his message to the Legislature 
of 1889, said, tha t it absorbs 34 
per cent, of the net earnings of 

The next summdr will bring a j e r a g e size of the farms in the 
' new equalization <tf all real and United States are growing small-
j personal p r o p e r t y as between er, but I wish to call your atten-
counties, and ncJ better time tion to this fact: The farms in 

I could be chosen for demanding | purely agricultural districts are 
that property, of whatever na- as a rule, growing larger, while 
ture. should bear its proper pro- in the vicinity of manufacturing 
portion of taxes levied. cities and commercial centers 

The two methods of raising they are growing smaller. There 
taxes in our sta/:>, direct andspe- is a great change working in this 
cific, should be carefully studied country in all industrial matters, 
by us, so that any inequalities ex- and these problems demand from 
isting can be remedied. And, us careful study, 
in this connection, I desire to call l The capital of the country is i 
your attention to one phase of being concentrated in large enter-1 

specific taxation, as it now ex- prises. In manufactories of all I 
ists. In the year 1889 the total kinds the ambunt of capital em-1 
municipal, town, county, school, ployed shows a greater increase 
and state tax, levied by the au- than the ra te of increase of em-1 
thorities, was $20.000,000. The ployes, and is showing a corres-
equalized value of all real and I pondingly lower rate per cent of 
personal proper ty in the state, I profit, 
aside from that which is exempt. The area of arable lands is fast 
or was specifically taxed, was! diminishing. Different portions 
$945,000.000. In the year 1889 of the states are rapidly turning 
the capital stock of all railroads 
in Michigan was $612,181,072. Of 
the $20,000,000 of taxes paid into 
the public treasury, the railroads 
paid $712.128.54, or 1 16-100ths 
on a dollar, while the real and 
personal paid an average of .02 
on a dollar. Does this look like 
an equal distribution of the bur-
den of taxation? 

When our fathers granted the 
franchises and charters to the 
railroads, they could not con-
ceive of their immense value, 
nor the influence these corpor-

their attention towards the spec 
ial branches of farming suited to 
their soil and locality. And in 
agriculture, as in other branches 
of industry, the methods of pro-
duction are cheapening, because 
of a superior quality of imple-
ments used, and better and higher 
grades of live stock produced. 

In proportion to our ability to 
use these two elements in our 
prosperi ty will success attend our 
efforts. 

We cannot entirely throw the 
blame of our not succeeding upon 

ations would obtain in our | any one else, until we have re-
legislative bodies, or they would moved the obstacles tha t lie in 

having them in connection, and the people, 
placing the offices upon a civil There are two ways of solving 
service system. the problem. The first is by re-

Wil.h the transportation system ducing the expenditures, second 
under government control, one by enlarging the sources f rom 
of the greatest obstacles to a 
f ree exchange of agricultural 
products would be removed; but 
we still have an expensive way— 
to the producer—of reaching the 
consumer. 

Edward Atkinson, in an article 
written several years ago, says 
tha t it costs more to deliver the 
loaf of bread to the consumer, 
a f ter it is kneaded, than all the 
expense of raising, milling and 
transport ing the flour f rom the 
west to the city of Boston. 

While I do not advocate the 
abolishing of the commission 
merchant, I do believe his pay 

enlarging 
which they are drawn. T h e first 
remedy would be at once difficult 
and liable to vexatious delays. 

In view of the fact that the 
bonded debt of the counties of 
Michigan has increased in vol-
ume 51 per cent, in the last de-
cade, and the average increase of 
the western states is 19 per cent, 
in volume. 

I can recommend no bet ter way 
to lessen this debt than the fol-
lowing recommendation by Gov. 
Winans to the present Legisla-
ture. 

Let us bear in mind, in all our 
— — - J i P K P H in» yay i official acts, tha t we are exercis-

should be in accordance to ser- i n » delegated authority and are 
vices rendered and not gauged s e n t here to enact the popular 
by the same law we pluck our will- Public sentiment indicates 
geese, taking all the feathers we ! that our people will no longer 
can,withoutdestroyingthe fu ture patiently submit to the steady in-

not have granted such privi-
leges. 

The local taxatio^;»* railroads 
is no new departure, as thirty-
two of the older states already, 
apportion the taxes paid by the j us, ' 'and fear not" but that r ight 
railroads in this manner, and I will prevail. E. A. W I L D E Y . 
think that nearly, if not all, of 
the new o n e s l e v y theirs in the Government Control of Industries. 
S S p p P 1 W The question of governmental 

The M C. R. R. pays local tax- c o n t r o l of railroads, express bus-
es m Illinois and specific in i n e S s and te legraph lines, is now 

at tract ing much attention among I 
farmers and the debtor classes 

the path of our individual success; 
and in rendering our verdict up-
oji these national questions, let 
us "be honest" with ourselves, 
"be jus t" to those who differ with 

Michigan. They own forty-
five miles in Illinois, and their 
tax per mile of road was $575.00. 
The same year they owned and 
leased in this state 1,049 
miles and paid a tax 
$267.00 per mile — less than 
one-half as much as in Illinois. 
Is this r ight? Is it just to us? 
To show that this change would 
affect the pockets of the citizens 
of our state I will say that 
but 3.62 per cent, of the cap-
ital stock is owned in our state. 

generally. There is evidently 
something wrong. Agriculture 
is in a depressed condition. Those 
whose fa rms are mortgaged find 
hard work to keep up even the | 
interest, and foreclosure is often 
the result. Whatever the cause 
or causes might be which brought i 
about this state of things, there 
is a general and deep-rooted be-
lief, not only that these evils are 
removable, but that relief must The holders toil not, neither do Come through governmental 

they spin, yet they are entitled 
to the same protection from our 

i n -
terference, 
variety of 

Hence, we have a 
schemes proposed, 

crease of expenditures which has ™ . .. continued through the past 25 
usefulness of the feathered bi 
ped. w 

The conditions that surround years. They demand economical 
our live stock t rade may be taken 
as a fa i r sample of the abuses 
that have grown out of our com-
mission system. 

These figures, i l lustrating the 
magnitude of the trade, and at 
the same time a portion of the 
•expense paid by the farmer in 
marketing his product, are but 
one of the many ways the wealth 
bf the country is being directed 
f rom where it properly belongs. 
In the year 1890 there was mar-
keted in the stock-yards of Chi-
cago 3,484,596 cattle, 175.065 
calves, 7,663,828 hogs, 2,182,667 
sheep. The farmers paid the 
Stock-yards company the sum of 
$1,615,271.09 for the privilege of 

administration of public affairs. 
They demand the abolition of ev-
ery unnecessary office. They de-
mand that all who enjoy the pro-
tection of our laws shall contrib-
ute to the cost in just proportion 
to their means." 

The second method, that en-
larging the source f rom which 
the revenues are drawn, will 
surely occupy the attention of 
the law-makers the present ses-
sion, and if we care for our fu-
ture in this matter we must en-
deavor to gain correct information 
of our present system and be 
prepared to act intelligently, 
through our representatives a t 
Lansing. 

„ * , , . v a i i e i v UJ. s u u e i u e s u r ( 

courts, so far as their property claiming public notice, by ¿ class 
is concerned, as are the citizens o f speculat ivereformers who .no 
of Michigan who give 34 per doub t earnestly desire and ex-
cent of their net earnings to pro-1 p e c t to ameliorate the condition tect them. £ f t h e p o o r 

The subject of local taxation vVbile tlie plans offered differ 
has been agitated but little yet. somewhat in detail, there is a re-
but it is one of the steps towards markable agreement in their gen-
the demands made by the indus- eral principles, f rom Plato 's Re-
trial classes, and, as the govern- public to the latest edition of 
or puts it, "Tha t all who enjoy 
the protection of our laws should 

Communism, by Bellamy. 
These important changes—-pla-

contribute to their cost in just cing railroads, &c.,undergovern-
proportion to their means and ment control—are very plausibly 
the benefits derived f rom it ." If urged j 
I were to detail to you all the in-
eqalities that exist in our meth-
ods of taxation, the length of this 
paper would exceed reasonable 
limits and stretch too f a r into the 
fu ture for which we are all plan-
ning, no matter what our calling. 

To me the fu ture of agriculture 
seems assured of a br ighter pros-
pect. I t is at tracting to it men 
of wealth, education and business 
methods, and, in a majori ty of 
cases, they are coming in contact 
with the people of the rural dis-
tricts, and such changes will work 
for the good of both. 

I have shown you that the av-

by scathing invectives 
against monopolies, railroad 
kings and the danger to the peo-
ple from the accumulation of 
large fortunes, &c. Thousands 
of good people who would hold 
up both hands for the control of 
certain industries by the govern-
m e n t ' s a step in the r ight direc-
tion and a perfectly safe prece 
dent, would be shocked at the 
idea of Communism. But when 
the government undertakes to 
own and carry on the business of 
the people efficiently, we are 
fair ly on the road that leads to 
Socialism and establishing tha t 
strong government which so many 

I are clamoring for with so much 
I rhetoric. 
| This question should be thor-
o u g h l y discussed by honest in-
I quirers to know whether such a 
! change would be advantageous to 
j the people or not. By making 
use of a common fallacy— affirm-
ing a certainty where only a prob 
ability or possibility can be 
drawn—the advocates of the new 
plan usually point us to the mail 
service. They say: "If the Uni-
ted States can so successfully 
conduct this business and reduce 
letter postage from twenty cents 
to two cents, it can, in like man-
ner, carry on other industries 
with equal success and satisfac 
tion." This looks like a very 
plausible proposition. Bnt is it 
true? Is cheap postage due to 
anything government has done? 
All the post-office department 
does in the postal service is to 
collect, assort, s tamp and bag 
outgoing and deliver incoming 
letters; give out and receive 
money orders, and render an ac 
count of the business done. No 
improved methods have been in-
troduced during the last twenty-
five years in that par t of the pos-
tal system which the government 
controls. Let ters are stamped 
by hand and delivered and col-
lected by individual messengers, 
just as they were fifty.years ago. 
All the economy in the postal 
service has come from the im-
proved methods of t ransport ing 
the mails; and this, it should be 
remembered, is all done by pri-
vate enterprise. Who would not 
t rust the ,express companies in 
preference' to the mails, when 
money or valuable packages are 
to be sent? I t might still be urged 
that if these industries were un-
der government control the cost 
to the public would be materially 
lessened. I t is stated, however, 
on good authority, that the rates 
for dispatches in England, where 
telegraph lines have been owned 
by the state since 1870, are but a 
trifle less than in this country; 
and there a deficiency of nearly 
a million of dollars a year must 
be made up by a tax on the pub-
lic. 

"Thus in addition to what is 
directly paid for the service by 
the consumer, about 7-h cents per 
message is paid directly in taxes, 
making a total of over 30 cents 
per message of ten words, while 
the cost in this country is only 20 
cents for ten words in large cit-
ies and 25 cents for ten words for 
distances of four or five hundred 

| miles, the average for all the 
j messages, both long and short, 
I being only 30.4 cents per mes-
sage." 

j [The above quotation is from 
! "Political Science Quarterly for 
11888," and the rates may differ 
now.) But it is said the colossal 
fortunes of monopolists come 

I from the laboring classes; and 
many other evils might be avoid-

jed by placing these industries 
under the control of the adminis-
tration. 

This is an important question 
and should have careful consider-
ation. Concentration of capital 
may be of grea t advantage in an 
economic and social sense, if 
wisely administered. I t should 
be borne in mind that a large 
par t of the for tunes of the rail-
road kings have not come from 
exorbitant passenger and f re ight 
rates, in which the general pub-
lic is directly interested, but 
f rom the enormous land gran ts 
and other aids f rom the govern-
ment. No doubt these great ag-
gregations of capital have, in 
many instances, been used op-

(Continued on 5th page.) 
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" Like His Mother Used to Make." i 
" I w a s b o r n in I n d i a n y , " says a s t r a n g e r , l a n k a n d < 

s l i m . 
As us f e l l e r s i n t h e r e s t a u r a n t w a s k ind o ' g u y i n ' 

h i m , 
A n d U n c l e J a k e w a s s l i d i n ' h i m a n o t h e r p u n k i n 

p i e 
A n d a n e x t r a c u p o ' co f fee , wi th a t w i n k l e in h i s 

eye— 
" I w a s b o r n in I n d i a n y — m o r e ' n fo r ty y e a r ago. 
And 1 h a i n ' t b e e n b a c k in twen ty—and I ' m wor kill" 

b a c k ' a r d s s low; 
B u t I ' v e et in e v e r y r e s t a u r a n t ' twix t h e r e a n d 

S a n t a Fee , 
And I w a n t to s t a t e t h i s co f f ee t a s t e s l i ke ge t t i n ' 

h o m e t o m e ! 
" P o u r u s out a n o t h e r d a d d y , " says t h e f e l l e r , 

w a r m i n ' u p , 
A s p e a k i n ' ' c r o s t a s a u c e r f u l , a s u n c l e t u c k h i s 

cup— 
" W h e n I s e e d your s ign out y o n d e r , " he went 

on t o U n c l e Jake— 
" C o m e in a n d git s o m e cof fee l ike your m o t h e r 

u s e d to make— 
I t h o u g h r of my old m o t h e r a n d t h e Posey coun ty 

f a r m , 
And m e a l i t t le k id ag ' i n , a h a n g i n ' on h e r a r m 
And s h e se t t h e pot a b i l i n ' — b r o k e t h e eggs a n d 

p o u r e d ' e m i n — " 
And t h e f e l l e r k i n d e r h a l t e d , wi th a t r e m b l e in 

h i s c h i n . 
And U n c l e J a k e he f e t c h e d t h e f e l l e r ' s co f fee back , 

a n d s tood 
As so lemn, f e r a minu te , a s an u n d e r t a k e r would ; 
T h e n h e sor t o ' t u r n e d a n d t i p t o e d t o ' r d s t h e 

k i t c h e n door , and next—-
H e r e c o m e s h i s old w i f e out w i t h h i m , a r u b b i n ' 

of h e r specs— 
And s h e r u s h e s fo r t he s t r a n g e r , a n d s h e ho l l e r s 

ou t , " I t ' s h i m ! " 
T h a n k G o d , w e ' v e m e t h i m c o m i n ' ! D o n ' t you 

k n o w your m o t h e r , J i m ?" 
And t h e f e l l e r a s h e g r a b b e d h e r says : " Y o u b e t 

I a i n ' t f o r g o t ' ® ^ 
B u t , w i p i n ' off h i s eyes , s ays he , " Y o u r c o f f e e ' s 

m i g h t y h o t . " 
—James IVhiicomb Riley. 

The Coming Sheep. 
[A p a p e r r e a d by C. A. H a t c h a t t h e W i s c o n s i n 

Agr i cu l t u r a l C o n v e n t i o n . ] 

I t must be a general purpose 
sheep. * * * The coming 
sheep must have the vitality, con-
stitution and general characteris-
tics covered by the comprehen-
sive te rm "Rust le , " to stand u p 
and maintain his good qualities 
even in the most adverse condi-
tions. Where can this animal be 
bu t among the Merinos? Their 
range of adaptabil i ty to climate 
is greatest , their hardihood adapts 
them to scant pas ture and their 
long line of heredity enables them 
to withstand the evils of promis 
cuous and indiscriminate breed-
ing. * * The physicians might 
as well prescribe one remedy for 
all diseases, regardless of what 
is indicated, as for one breed of 
sheep to be recommended for all 
places and all circumstances. 
Given-^-nearness to market , smfill 
flock, warm quarters, skil lful 
shepherd, indicate some mutton 
breed best adapted to lamb rais-
ing. Given—same conditions as 
to skill but grea ter distance to 
market , liberal notions as to feed 
ing coupled with small flock, in-
dicate some of the largest mut-
ton breeds to be sold at eighteen 
months or two years old. Giv-
en —poor pasture, large flock, long 
distances to market , then every 
circumstance indicates Merinos. 
The important question is not 
how can I ge t the most average 
income per head with this or that 
breed, but how can I t a rn the pro-
ducts of a given amount of land 
into the most money; and to an-
swer this proper ly : nearness to 
market , ability as a shepherd and 
feeder and number to be kep t in 
one flock, must all be taken into 
consideration. * * Ten years 
ago we were told there would be 
no over-production of beef. F ive 
years ago we were told the same 
about cheese. How is i t to-day? 
Le t your beef producer and dai-
rymen answer. While the fleece 
of the mutton sheep is valuable, 
i t alone would never pay for the 
keep of the sheep. Then, as good 
business managers, i t becomes us 
to look well to this par t , and 
while keeping an eye well on the 
mutton crop, look well to fleece. 
T h e kind of wool found on the 
'downs breed is not of a kind tha t 
can enter into any but the coarser 
kind of fabrics, and we find tha t 
two-thirds, if not three-fourths, 
of our cloth is made of Merino 
wool. Does this not point plain-
ly to the place to ge t our coming 
sheep? * * Other breeds have 
la rger cuts of mutton; other 
breeds have grown longer wool; 
o ther breeds have brought their 
owners more money for a given 
number, but where will you find 
a breed tha t has stood h igh in 
popular favor so long? Where 
will you find a breed tha t is more 
domestic in i ts habits?—one tha t 
will respond to good t rea tment 
quicker or come nearer filling 
the bill fo r a universal sheep? 
While he is a good herder he is 
quiet and easily confined in prop-
er l imi ts ; while he quickly re-
sponds to generous feed, none 
others know bet ter how to appre-
ciate scant pas turage; takes wha t 

is set before him. A ' few years 
ago the mutton sheep fever swept 
over Ohio1, but what are the far 
mers there stocking up with now? 
I s it Shrops and Oxfords? No; 
i t is a large, smooth-bodied Me 
rino, tha t bears long, fine wool. 
Do they make it pay? Read your 
market reports and let them an-
swer. * * The coming sheep, 
what is it to be you say ? Haven' t 
you anticipated my answer? Let 
me tell you, then. A large-bod-
ied, smooth Merino, which will 
weigh, when two years old. 125 
to 150 pounds and carry a fleece 
of long stapled, lustrous wool, 
some two and a half to three 
inches in length and weigh 10 to 
15 pounds. Can such be found? 
Plen ty of individuals and occa-
sionally whole flocks. The com-
ing sheep must have the coming I 
shepherd to go with him. What 
must he be? A man with bet ter 
ideas as to breeding; he must 
have advanced ideas as to feed-
ing and management. T h e silo 
will be his sheet anchor, and en-
silage, ei ther corn or clover, or 
both, must form pa r t of the daily 
rat ions of his flock f rom Novem-
ber 1 until May 10. He must be 
well up to the t imes on the value 
of corn and clover as forage 
plants, and be capable of carry-
ing 20 head of the coming sheep 
to every acre of land he plows, 
exclusive of pastures . 

Clover and Plaster a Strong 
Team. 

Upon the subject of commercial 
ferti l izers Galen Wilson, the well 
known argricul tural writer, says, 
in the Philadelphia Practical 
Farmer: 

Were I to purchase ' 'commer-
cial ferti l izers" for f a rm use, it 
would be clover seed and gypsum, 
or land plaster. This is a combina-
tion little spoken of in the press . 
I t makes a very s t rong team. 

When a lad, my fa the r purchas-
ed a run down 150-acre farm. 
There was a plaster mill five 
miles away, al though the fa rm 
was underlaid with p las ter stone, 
which cropped out In places; but 
still we had to go where it was 
prepared. I t was my business 
winters to draw plaster on Satur-
days and o t h e r ' 'week days" when 
school did not keep. The price 
at the mill was $1 a ton, call-
ing twenty bushels a ton. During 
the spr ing this was sown thickly 
on all cultivated crops, even the 
corn and potatoes ge t t ing their 
share, or sometimes the meadows 
and pastures. But how it did 
make the clover grow, even up 
to the edge of the plas ter rock 
where it cropped out on the hill! 
If a spot was missed, the diminu-
tive size of the stalks and their 
l ighter color would reveal it; and 
it was by this means tha t f a the r 
told whether the work of plas ter 
sowing had been well done or 
not. On a h igh corner of the 
field I lef t a plat, and in the 
center of it marked out my last 
initial, W., by driving pegs in 
the ground. The let ter covered 
about two square rods. I then 
careful ly sowed plaster inside the 
stakes. Several weeks later I was 
out there with father , crossing to 
another field. The clover be-
tween the s takes was "head and 
shoulders" above that which sur-
rounded it. He was an austere 
man and said little a t any time. 
When he noticed this he said 
with a sardonic smile: " A pre t ty 
caper ." This f a rm was bought 
for $35 an acre, and some years 
later he sold it for $102 pe r acre. 
Clover and plas ter did it. 

The following 

A Suggestion for Tableaux. 
A very successful tableau-en-

tertainment was recently given 
in New York, the subjects being 
taken f rom illustrations in the 
current magazines. The idea is 
a simple one. if the subjects a re 
well chosen it can be made very 
interesting. The Century Com-
pany has prepared a list of suit-
able pictures with suggestions 
for any one who wishes to ge t up 
the entertainment. They will 
send it f ree on request. 

• < i 

A man is not bound with the 
chains of habi t at once, but the 
Lilliputian threads are slowly 
wound about and wound about, 
and because they are so sl ight 
they are disdained. The sober 
man becomes a d runkard not all 
at once. He plays with the t iger 's 
cub at first. I t is small and play-
ful . bu t i ts fascination binds him 
as i t grows, until, a t last, the 
beast is his master.—Dr. Edward 
P. Ingersoll. 

Beet Sugar. 
article is the 

substance of a repor t delivered 
before the Kansas S ta te Board of j 
Agricul ture by G. F. Kellogg, I 
S ta te Sugar Inspector: 

Never before in the history of j 
the United Sta tes has there been j 
so general and universal an in-: 
terest in the manufacture of su- i 
gar as at the present time. The j 
success that has attended the cul- j 
ture of the sugar beet and the | 
manufacture of beet sugar ini 
Germany, France and o ther for-1 
eign countries, renders it alto- ] 
ge ther certain tha t this country 1 
can be made wholly independent 
of foreign countries for that arti-
cle tha t now obliges us to pay an-
nually about $150,000,000 for for-
eign labor in the form of sugar. ; 
There a re three successful beet! 
factories in this country. The , 
one at Alvarado, California, has! 
passed through five successful i 
campaigns; the one at Watson-: 
ville, tha t state, has been in sue-1 
cessful operation for three years, 
and the third one has been loca- j 
ted a t Grand Island, Nebraska. 

Most of the crop was raised on 
high up land, in the red. sandy 
loam so peculiar to several of our 
southern counties. One field 
raised in this soil produced a crop 
averaging 19.25 per cent, sucrose. 
There have been complaints f rom 
some localities a t the amount of 
hand labor required in beet culti-
vation. Without doubt machines 
will soon be produced to meet 
these requirements, but until then 
our f a rmers can well afford to 
per form the necessary hand la-
bor, when the profits on an aver-
age crop of beets is. f rom $40 to 
160 per acre. At the same time 
there are other important advan-
tages which the f a rmer derives. 
I t p repares the soil in an excel-
lent manner for the next crop, 
owing to deep plowing and fre-
quent surface, cultivations. In 
Europe, wherever the sugar beet 
is grown, the value of the land 
has increased. Beets are grown 
for two or three successive years 
on the same landi which will then 
produce bet ter cereals and o ther 
fa rm products. By the aid of 
this indusi»*y, catt le rais ing and 
fa t tening f(Sr market is encour-
aged and made profitable. T h e 
increases in the average weight 
of beef cattle amounts f requent ly 
to f rom 30 to 50 per cent., and 
this increase is directly attr ibuta-
ble to the extensive use of beet 
pulp for food. 

The beet sugar industry is a 
grea t one. % I t has come to this 
country to stay, and it is decided-
ly to the advantage of the far-
mer, as well as the manufacturer , 
to give i t the closest attention. 
Because the manufacture of beet 
sugar has proved sat isfactory at 
one point is no sign tha t the crop 
can be successfully grown at 
another. I t is worth while for 
fa rmers to test the value of dif-
ferent sections for producing su-
ga r beets. Wherever there is a 
farmers ' organization of any kind 
this question should be discussed 
and if i t seems a t all feasible 
seeds should be secured and as 
many as possible raise a few beets 
each, the value of which fo r su-
ga r can be tested at a trifl ing ex-
pense. There will be no loss in 
any case, as the beets are valua-
ble for feed, and but half a dozen 
f rom each locality will be needed 
for analysis. This is the only 
practical way to accomplish any 
valuable results. When this has 
been done and the resul ts prop-
erly published, capital will seek 
the most favorable locations first 
fo r new factories. 

[The Sta te Board of Agricul-
ture, th rough Dr. Kedzie, will 
distr ibute seed of the sugar beet 
in this state, free, to individuals 
who will agree to grow one-fourth 
of an acre, keep an accurate ac-
count of the expense and furn ish 
samples for analysis.—ED.] 

The Indiana senate has passed 
a measure providing tha t all 
" t rus ts , pools, contracts, combi-
nations, ar rangements and cor-
porat ions which a t tempt to 
decrease outputs, control prices 
or limit production shall be con-
sidered as conspiracies to def raud 
the people; and any person being 
a member of such organizations 
shall be subject to a fine of f rom 
$1000 to $5000 and imprisonment 
of f rom two'to five years ." 

Men of Different Make. 
W ise Solomon recommended 

the rod and tried proverbs to 
incite to industry and to te r r i fy I 
with the fear of cold and hunger , 
but all in vain—the lazy man re-1 
mains lazy still. "Born t ired." 
he fishes, hunts and " l o a f s . " 
The intemperate man is of 
different material. When so-
ber he general ly works hard. 
He tr ies properly to clothe 
and house his family. He is of-

Iten very proud of his children 
: and anxious to see them in a bet-
I ter position in life than his own. 
I He dr inks in the early years be-
i cause he is weak. He has many ex-
| eel lent parts , but loves jovial com-
| panions. Such men it is worth 
while to labor with. They can 
be saved and made good citizens. 
Their children can be saved. 
W1 íat they most need is kind 

j words and helpful encourage-
; ment. Get such men to deposit 
! their savings with persons of un-
j doubted probity. Get them in-
| terested in accumulating proper-
j ty, speak to them kindly in all 
¡ their efforts to lead correct lives. 
¡Praise their children. Do all 
j tha t is possible to pu t them on 
their feet, and in very many cases 

! you will not be disappointed.— 
j Dr. Groff. 

A Decline in Speculation. 
| I t is claimed tha t the volume of 
i speculative business t ransacted 
since the opening of the new 

I year is less than in the same pe-
riod fo r a long time. Brokers 
around the centers of t rade are 
growling lustily, and are making 
all kinds of efforts to boom "bus-
iness." I t is not urged tha t the 
volume of legit imate business is 
below normal, and the dissatisfac-
tion of dealers with the situation 
is evidence conclusive of how the 
brokerage industry (?) relies on 
gambling for i ts support . If th is 
spir i t of speculative dullness shall 
drive a lot of these fellows into 
legit imate employment of some 
kind, it will prove a blessing of 
no mean proportions. I t is ar-
gued in some quar ters , tha t deal-
ing in options and fu tures has 
reached its extremes of develop-
ment, and tha t f rom this time on, 
f rom natura l causes, there must 
be a subsidence—all of which is 
somewhat too good to be true.— 
Stockman and Farmer. 

S O U T H H A V E N , F e b . 4 t h . 
E D . V I S I T O R : Repor t s having 

j in some way gained circulation 
through the Sta te press tha t the 

I peach crop in the vicinity of 
¡ South Haven had been seriously 
¡ damaged, the South Haven and 
¡Casco F r u i t Growers ' society 
I has caused extended examinations 
I to be made up and down tne lake 
shore with the result of finding, 

i with very rare exceptions, the 
prospective crop in prime condi-

I tion, unless some unexpected dis-
aster overtakes it. Nearly all 
varieties will require th inning 
out a t least one-half. 

The following officers fo r Van 
Buren county were elected for 

I the ensuing year at the recent 
convention of the Pa t rons of In-
dus t ry held a t Lawrence: Pres . , 
A. F . Annable, Mattawan; Sec.. 
H. F . Belfour, Bangor; Delegates 
to S ta te convention. E. Hogmire, 
Bangor ; D. C. Hodges, South 
Haven; John Goss, Bangor. The 
State Lecturer of the Fa rmers ' 
Alliance was in at tendance a t 
the convention and advocated 
the merg ing of the two organiza-
tions into one, with a view to 
utilizing their combined s t rength 
in shaping fu tu re legislation. 
Opinions were about evenly di-
vided as to the wisdom of this 
affiliation, however, and no form-
al action was taken. H. J . E. 

A wri ter in the American (Culti-
vator th inks it is unlikely tha t 
the wheat crop of the coming 
year will sell for lower than the 
present crop has sold. Stocks 
are well depleted now, and the 
new crop will come on a market 
more nearly bare than has been 
the case for years. Should the 
coming two months prove favor-
able, we shall not have so large a 
surplus fo r expor t as three or 
four years ago. Populat ion is 
increasing fas te r than the in-
crease in acreage of wheat, and 
within e ight or ten years a t the 
most we shall not produce more 
wheat than the people of th is 
country will want for bread and 
seed." 

Better Times Ahead. 
There are some very interest-

ing figures presented by C. W. 
Davis in the Country Gentleman 
tending to show tha t in the near 
fu tu re the United States f a r m e r 
will find a home market fo r all 
his produce—and consequently 
h igher prices, and an increased 
valuation upon farm land: $100 
per acre for good fa rm land any-
where in the United Sta tes as 
soon as 1895. in Mr. Davis' 
opinion. 

Bet ter t imes for the fa rme r 
are indicated in more ways than 
one, and the man who earliest 
begins his prepara t ions to take 
advantage of them will be the 
man who reaps the grea tes t ben-
efit. I do not mean by this tha t 
the man who owns good land 
worth $50 per acre should at once 
place it in the hands of a real es-
tate agent to be sold for $100 per 
acre, but r a the r he should plan 
to continue the business a t the 
old stand, take an inventory of 
stock, consult his par tner , exam-
ine his accounts—and when he 
has informed himself wha t line 
of fa rming is best adapted to his 
farm, market , etc., let him irtake 
all o ther plans and considera-
tions bend to tha t one—and have 
every day 's work and every dol-
lar expended where it will do the 
most good. If there are new 
buildings to be erected—as the re 
will be, for h igher prices will 
make the f a rmer give more at-
tention to fertil i ty, larger crops 
will mean more buildings—look 
your p lans over so careful ly tha t 
in two years you will not wish 
tha t you had built differently. — 
Ex. 

At an Eastern insti tute J . G. 
Brown stated tha t he had former-
ly paid as high as $1,500 a year 
for phosphates. iVnd now a f t e r 
growing crimson clover four 
years, he thinks he has bought 
his last commercial fertilizer. He 
will now depend on stable 
manure and rimson clover, of 
which he has 200 acres growing 
on his farms. Mr. J . S. Willis 
remarked: " I commenced its use 
in 1880. and now have 70 or 80 
acres which I shall turn under 
as a green .manure. My soil is 
sandy loam. Pas tu r ing killed 
out all the grass, and in the d ry 
summer my fields were dusty, 
and I was in danger of losing 
what sand I had, f rom blowing 
away. But now they are cover-
ed with a green carpe t of scarlet 
clover. I have raised 50 bushels 
of corn per acre on this same 
sand." Several o ther well known 
farmers ,say the '•'Country Gentle-
man,''' express favorable opinions 
of this clover. 

If we could succeed in inculcat-
ing a general belief in the worth-
lessness of d rugs and the value 
of a wise hygiene, we would feel 
tha t we had been of grea t service 
tohumani ty . The constant dosing 
tha t prevails ruins the heal th of 
countless millions. When a man 
ge ts sick he does not t ry to find 
out the cause, tha t he may aban-
don it, but seeks a d rug he fond-
ly hopes will enable him to con-
tinue violating nature ' s laws and 
yet be restored to health. I t can-
not be done.—Orange County 
Farmer. 

W h ere are the Best Buggies Made? 
The Pioneer Buggy Co., Colum-

bus, Ohio, on receipt of ten cents, 
will send you their t reat ise on 
the horse whieh also answers the 
above questions. 

T h e Panama canal is actually 
a th ing of the past, and na ture 
in he r works will soon obli terate 
all t races of F rench energy and 
the enormous amounts of money 
expended on the isthmus. Heavy 
rains a few weeks ago have 
caused vast slides into the canal 
f rom the hilltops at certain points, 
and the excavations fo r long dis-
tances a t o ther places had pre-
viously been completely filled up. 

m ^ 

I N D I A N R I V E R Grange, No. 73, 
Conn., Jan . 23d, 1891. Mr. O. W. 
Ingersoll . Dear Sir:—We used 
last year fifty gallons of your 
"Indestruct ible Barn Pa in t . " 
The painter s tuck up his nose a t 
the paint when he began. When 
finished, he said: " I t looked f a r 
be t te r than he supposed any 
paint could make it look." 

Fra te rna l ly yours. 
W . H . F K I S B I E & S O N . 

[See adv. Pa t rons ' Pa in t Works.] 


