
U b r n r y A s r n W « * « * 

"THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN THE FARM. AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.' 

Vol. XVI No. B PAW PAW, MICH., FEBRUARY I, [891. Whole Number 363 
T H E G R A N G E VISITOR.! 

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY. 
( is t a n d 15th of e a c h month.) 

A T T H E O F F I C E O F T H E T R U E N O R T H E R N E R , P A W 
| | P A W , M I C H . 

E D I T O R ' S a d d r e s s . P a w P a w , M i c h . , to w h o m all 
e x c h a n g e s , c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , a d v e r t i s i n g busi-
n e s s , a n d s u b s c r i p t i o n s s h o u l d be sent . 

T E K M S 5 0 C e n t » a Y e a r . 2 5 C e n t s f o r S i x I 
M o n t h » . S u b s c r i p t i o n s p a y a b l e in a d v a n c e , I 
a n d d i s c o n t i n u e d at e x p i r a t i o n , u n l e s s r e n e w e d . 

A. O. GUiIDDBN, E d i t o r , 
P A W P A W , M I C H . 

G o v e r n m e n t L o a n s t o F a r m e r s . 
P a p e r r e a d b e f o r e the V a n B u r e n C o u n t y F a r m -

e r s ' Inst i tute , Jan. 23rd, 1891, by H o n . J. J . W o o d -
m a n . 

On the 23d day of May. 1890, 
Senator Stanford, of California, 

¿presented a bill to the United 
b ta t e s Senate with the following 
title, viz: 

A B I L L 
To provide the Government with 
means sufficient to supply the na-
tional want of a sound circulating 
medium. 

Sec. 1 provides for the estab-
lishment in " t he depar tment of 
the t reasury of the United States, 
a bureau to be known as the Land 
Loan Bureau." 

Sec. 2 provides for " t he ap-
p o i n t m e n t by the Pres ident and 
^Senate of the United States, of a 

chief of such bureau, with an 
annual salary of $6000, and a 
deputy chief with an annual sal-
a r y of $5000. 

Sec. 3 defines the "dut ies of 
The Chief of the Bureau ,"among 
which are the following, viz.: 
" T o appoint such subordinate 
o ^ j v s o f the bureau as may be 
necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of this act, and to define 
the i r duties and fix their sala-

r i e s . " Salaries are limited to the | 
amount paid for "s imi lar clerical 
services in the t reasury depart-
ment ." 

Sec. 4 authorizes the "Treas-
urer of the United Sta tes to 
p r in t and sign ready for issue, 
c i rculat ing notes of the United 
S ta tes of denominations f rom 
one to one thousand dollars, to 
t he amount of $100,000,000, and 
such additional amounts f rom 
time to time as shall be necessa-
r y to meet the requirements of 

Sfrihis act ." 
Sec. 5. " T h a t said notes when 

issued as here inaf ter directed, 
shal l be a legal tender in pay-
ment of pr ivate debts, equally 
with gold and silver coin for like 
Tlmounts; shal l be received a t pa r 
in all pa r t s of the United States 
in payment of taxes» excises, 
public lands, and all o ther dues 
to the United States, and also 
for all salaries and other debts 
and demands owing by the Uni-

f i e d States, within the United 
States, except interest on the 
public debt, and in redemption 
of the national currency." 

Sec. 7. " T h a t every person 
who is a citizen of the United 

^States, or who has declared his 
intention to become such, and 
who is the owner, in fee, of un-
incumbered agricul tural land, 
may file with the bureau an ap-
plication for a loan to be secured 
b y a lien upon such land, valued 

^ f o r agricul tural purposes. Such 
application must be in the form 
prescribed by the Chief of Bu-
reau, and must describe the land, 
and s ta te i ts actual cash value 
f o r agriculture, independent of 

improvements , and also its as-
s e s s e d value for taxation pur-
poses, fo r the year previous to 
application, the amount for Which 
the loan is sought, which must 
no t exceed one-half the assessed 
value of the land, and the time 

a for which the loan is to run not 
exceeding twenty years. . . . 
No loans shall be made upon lands 

of less than $500 in value, nor in 
sums less than $250." 

Sec. 8 provides for filing the 
application (or mortgage) with 
the county recorder of deeds, 
and making the same a lien over 
all o ther incumbrance tha t may 
subsequently be put upon it. 

Sec. 9 requires the applicant 
for a loan to deposit in the bureau 
with the application, " a sum suf-
ficient to pay the costs of exam-
ination of the title to the land, 
and inspection and appraisement 
thereof ." This is to be done by 
government officers, who reside 
within the respective counties. 

Sections 13 and 14 require the 
"Chief of the Bureau to cause 
an account to be opened with each 
person to whom a loan is made, 
crediting him with the amount of 
the loan and charging him with 
the amount drawn thereon, with 
interest on the amount so drawn 
at the ra te of 2 per centum per 
annum, and to "credi t payments 
made, which shall not be less 
than 25 per centum." T h e per-
son making such loan "may elect 
in wri t ing to make the security a 
continuing one until the expira-
tion of the twenty years ," and 
may at any time dur ing the life 
of the original loan, "by check 
or draf t , draw f rom the bureau a 
sum or sums up to the ful l 
amount of the loan originally 
gran ted ." 

The above are the main fea-
tures of the bill, and its effect, 
if enacted into a law, may be 
briefly stated, as follows: 

Any citizen of the United 
Sta tes or fore igner who has de-
clared his intention to become 
such, being the owner of land 
suited for agricultural purposes, 
which is not incumbered for more 
than one-half of i ts cash value, 
may file with the Land Loan Bu-
reau of the United States, an ap-
plication for a loan to be secured 
upon his land, and by deposit ing 
with the bureau a sum of money 
sufficient to pay the costs of ex-
amination of the tit le to his land 
and inspection and appraisement-
of the same, can secure a loan 
from the government, fo r one-
half of the amount of the ap-
praised valuation of the land; 
and the chief of the bureau will 
give him credit upon the books 
of the bureau for the amount of 
the loan, upon which he may 
draw at any time within 20 years, 
any portion or the whole of said 
loan, and be charged interest on 
what he draws at the ra te of two 
per cent, pe r annum. He may 
not draw any portion of it at the 
time, bu t have the whole amount 
placed to his credit, the same as 
a bank deposit, upon which he 
may draw at any time for special 
purposes, and while using it, will 
be charged with interest, at the 
ra te specified, and when re turned 
to the bureau interest ceases. 
Payments upon all such loans 
are made upon * 'circulating notes 
of the United Sta tes ," which are 
a legal tender for all debts public 
and pr ivate ," except interest on 
the public debt, and in redemp-
tion of national currency." 

I have endeavored to give a 
t rue and impartial synopsis of 
the main features of the bill. I t 
is a clear and well-defined docu-
ment, and seems to indicate good 
intention on the pa r t of i ts au-
thor. 

I t is well known, however, tha t 
Senator S tanford is a man of 
g rea t weal th and president of a 
g rea t corporation, operat ing vast 
lines of railroads, which were 
subsidized by the government to 
build th©m, and owns land enough 
for an empire. T h e government 
holds a mor tgage for over $100, -

000,000 on the Central Pacific 
Railroad—now under the man-
agement of tha t corporation—for 
bonds guaranteed to build the 
road, which, i t may be possible, 
the Senator sees a way to cancel, 
by selling the lands, or mortgag-
ing them to the government, 
which it could do under the oper-
ations of such a law. 

In the accumulation of his vast 
wealth, and the management of 
the rai lroads under his control, 
Leland Stanford has not been 
noted for his sympathy for farm-
ers nor compassionate considera-
tion of their r ights. He has an-
tagonized every measure urged 
by them to br ing railroad corpo-
rations under legislative control, 
ridiculed the decisions of the su-
preme court, and denounced 
wholesome legislation to protect 
the industrial classes f rom corpo-
rate greed and extortion. When 
the first bill was pending in con-
gress to regulate inter-state com-
merce, and its passage urged by 
the National Grange and farmers 
generally, the New York cham-
ber of commerce appointed a 
committee to interview the pres-
ident of the Central Pacific Rail-
road (Leland Stanford) to ascer 
tain his views regarding the rela-
tion of rai lroads to the public, 
and he gave them to the press. 

Refer r ing to the decisions of the 
supreme court in the so-called 
' 'Granger cases, " he said : • There 
can be no denying tha t they are 
a most flagrant violation of the 
principles of f ree government, 
and are entirely in harmony with 
a theory of government which 
res ts i ts foundation on might, 
and asser ts the divine r igh t of 
kings!" He denied t h a t "rail-
roads are public highways and 
common carr iers ," admitted and 
justified the acts of railroad man-
agers in ' 'using money to control 
elections and influence legisla-
tion on the ground tha t individu-
als did the same; and declared 
tha t the proposed legislation in 
regard to railroad proper ty , " 
was on a pa r with principles con 
tended for by the communists; 
and tha t the agitator, Kerney, 
advocated no doctrine in regard 
to proper ty more atrocious than 
the principles embodied in the 
Granger cases and the laws they 
sustain." 

But this record of its author 
should not be taken as conclu-
sive evidence tha t the measure 
is not a wise one, or will not ac-
complish for depressed agricul-
ture what i ts advocates claim for 
it; fo r it was demonstrated more 
than 1800 years ago, tha t good 
might come f rom sources and con-
ditions where least expected; and 
may not the grea t railroad presi-
dent, who is the head and soul of 
a gigantic monopoly, which con-
trols the steam transporta t ion 
and annihilates competit ion in 
his own state, and, in the lan-
guage of one of i ts prominent 
citizens, ' 'has bound the prosper-
ity of California in fe t te rs of 
iron as fa ta l as death, as un-
yielding as the grave ," become 
the Moses to lead the fa rmers 
f rom the bondage and tyranny of 
monopolies, to freedom, independ-
ence and prosperi ty? 

The question presented to the 
American f a rmers in th is meas-
ure is a g rave one. The effect 
of the law, if enacted, will be uni-
versal, and its influence and re-
sults so direct and f a r reaching, 
tha t all should give it a careful 
and impart ial consideration. If 
i t is found to be a wise measure, 
let us unite our influence to se-
cure i ts passage. If unwise, re-
ject it. I t is a well defined prin-
ciple in law, tha t " t he object of 

a bill should be clearly defined 
by its t i t le." The tit le of this 
bill does not indicate tha t it is 
intended as a measure to relieve 
depressed agriculture, but sim-
ply to increase the currency. If 
that is i ts pr imary object, it 
would seem tha t the author could 

I have aimed to accomplish it in a 
more simple, direct and inexpen-
sive way, if he believes in the 
theory which he advocates in his 
speech. He said: " T h e fact tha t 
the stamp makes the money has 
been recognized since the days of 
Aristotle"; and in proof cites 
the fac t tha t the Greeks and Ro-
mans used wood, leather, t in and 
iron for money," and at the pres-
ent time shells, beads, etc., are 
used as currency in India and 
Afr ica ." Would the learned Sen-
ator have us turn back from our 
present civilization, to the dark 
ages of the world, or to benight-
ed India and Africa, for a prece-
dent or system upon which to 
base a sound circulating medium 
for this government? If so, he 
might have drawn a bill to au-
thorize the government to s tamp 

I money f rom leather, tin, paper , 
etc., and supply the people with 
an abundance of it without cost. 
Then farmers would be enabled 
to pay their debts without mort-
gaging their farms. Tha t there 
is an ulterior object in the bill, 
not expressed in i ts title, is evi-
dent f rom the fac t t ha t i ts author 
endeavors to draw fa rmers to i ts 
support , with the idea t ha t i tw i l l 
result in g rea t benefit to them. 
H e »ays:, "Two pe r cent, is the 
amount to bb paid ¿b l i e g o ^ V : ; 1 

ment for the loan of i ts money, 
and so long as money is worth 
more than 2 pe r cent., the securi-
ty being practically inexhausti-
ble, money will always be bor-
rowed f rom the government ." 
. . . " T h e ra te of interest 
charged by the government un-

I der the provisions of this bill 
| will not necessarily fix the gen-
eral ra te of interest for business 
purposes. Tha t will always be 
determined by its value and use." 
. . . " T h e farmer , having the 
best securiy, will borrow for his 
own use or for the use of o thers 
who may be willing to pay him 
a sat isfactory interest ." 

Hence it will be seen tha t by 
the operat ions of this measure 
the whole financial system of the 
government is to be changed, 
real' es tate mortgages made the 
basis of the circulating medium, 
and real estate owners are to be-
come the bankers, brokers and 
money-lenders, invested with spe-
cial privileges and dangerous 
power denied to all o ther classes 
of citizens, fo r through their 
hands the currency must pass be-
fore it enters into circulation. 
They must borrow of the govern-
ment and lend to others before the 
wants of business can be supplied. 

The advocates of this measure 
a r e endeavoring to allure farm-
ers to i ts suppor t with the pleas-
ing idea tha t those in debt will 
be able to reduce their interest 
to 2 p e r cent, and those not in 
debt can obtain money at 
the same ra te to loan to 
their less for tunate neigh 
bors or invest in speculation. 
This condition of th ings would 
certainly be desirable to the debt-
or class, and no doubt many who 
are now out of debt and inde-
pendent would, th rough a desire 
fo r speculation, be induced to 
favor it, provided tha t there is 
no part ial i ty or contingencies 
likely to arise in the distribution 
or resul ts to follow, tha t will off-
set, or overbalance the advant-
ages to be derived. 

If i t is the p r imary object of 

this scheme to remove agricul-
tural depression, should not i ts 
special benefits be confined to 

! those who are actually engaged 
in farming, discriminating, if a t 
j all. in favor of the debtor class 
| and those most depressed ? But 
| how is it with this bill? No mort-
gages are to be taken on land 

I worth " less than $500" nor for 
"more than one-half of its cash 
value, independent of improve-
ments ." (What is meant by "im-

j provements" is not defined, but 
is supposed to mean buildings 
and other perishable proper ty 
upon the land.) Hence it will be 

| seen tha t fa rmers whose land is 
| not worth $500 are excluded f rom 
its benefits, and those whose in-

j debtedness is more than one-half 
of the cash value of their farms, 
"independent of improvements," 
could not obtain a loan, fo r who 
would take a second 
upon land 
ment holds first mortgage for 
half i ts value, running 20 years? 
Therefore, a very large per cent 
of the fa rmers who are in debt 
and most in need of help will be 
excluded f rom the direct benefits 
of the act. 

But it is evident tha t fa rmers 
are not the only beneficiaries 

I contemplated by the scheme, for 
the loans are to be made; not up-
on f a rms only, but upon 
"umincumbered agricultural land." 
Under the provisions of this bill, 
and the conditions which may 
arise, every acre of land in the 
United Sta tes (city and village 
lots and land, occupi; l»y facto -

' " : ~or iikfc purpose ' 

mortgage on which the govern-

m excepted^vean be 
the government, mortgaged and to Senator 
Stanford can see no danger in it. 
He says: " T h e amount needed 
will be determined by uses to 
which money can be put at a 
profit above 2 pe r cent. Should 

j the value of money for use under 
any circumstances fall below 2 
per cent, in tha t case it would be 
restored to the government until 
it would again command 2 per 
cent." He also suggests tha t " t he 
ra te of interest may be reduced 
as experience shall teach." 
Tha t is, when the volume of this 
currency becomes so grea t tha t 
i t will not be worth 2 per cent 
for use, the interest on the mort-
gages may be reduced to one per 
cent, or to an amount which will 
not exceed the value of money 
for use; and it has been facetious-
ly suggested tha t "when this 
money become so plent iful tha t 
its use would not command 1 per 
cent, the government would re-
mit the interest, cancel the mort-
gages and let the people have 
the money. T h a t would balance 
the accounts. The government 
would lose nothing, and the peo-
ple would be rich and happy ." 

But who are to be most bene-
fitted by this measure? Senator 
Stanford could mor tgage every 
acre of the land held by his cor-
poration, to the government for 
one-half of the value whiclx a 
board of government appra isers 
could be induced to pu t upon 
it, pay off the mortgage which 
the government holds upon the 
Central Pacific railroad, and then 
sell the lands to set t lers on con-
tracts, subject to the 2 pe r cent 
mor tgage running 20 years. Set-
tlors would make them more val-
uable by improvements, and thus 
convert unproductive real estate 
into cash and interest bear ing se-
curities. So every other corpo-
ration and land syndicate could 
and would do the same. The bank 
corporations could invest their 
capital stock in choice produc-
tive farms, mor tgage them to the 

(Continued on 5th page.) 
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T H E G H A N G E J ^ I Ö I T O P T . FEB. 1,1891. 
T h e V a c a n t F a r m H o u s e 

It s t a n d s a l o n e a g a i n s t the h i l l s , t h e v a l l e y s l o p e s 
b e l o w , 

A n d in t h e d i s t a n c e to t h e east t h e r e s t l e s s b i l l o w s 
flow. 

T h e r e i s t h e b a r n , but c a t t l e l o w c o m e s f r o m t h e 
s ta l l s no m o r e ; 

L o n g s i n c e t h o s e h i n g e s , r u s t e d n o w , s w u n g o p e n 
that old d o o r . 

A n d h a l f w a y ' t w i x t the h o u s e a n d b a r n , a l e a n i n g 
w o o d p i l e s tands , 

A c h o p p i n g b l o c k , s c a r r e d b y the axe , l o n g s i n c e 
u n t o u c h e d b y h a n d s . 

T h e r e a r e t h e fields, u n p l o u g h e d , u n s o w n , w h e r e 
y e t a c h i l d I p l a y e d 

A n d w a t c h e d m y u n c l e d r o p the corn , in h i l l s s o 
n i c e l y m a d e . 

T h e o r c h a r d ' s g r a y and m o s s y n o w , t h e r u s s e t t ree 
i s o l d , 

B e n e a t h w h o s e l i m b s w e a l l c o u l d p l u c k t h e a p -
p l e s g o o d a s go ld . 

T h e b i r d s a r e n o w s o l e r u l e r s of t h e d e a r o ld 
c h e r r y t r e e s , 

T h e l i l a c s b y t h e east r o o m sti l l g i v e f r a g r a n c e t o 
the b r e e z e . 

A n d n o w the d i a l - p l a t e of t i m e my t h o u g h t s i ts 
s h a d e s r e t r a c e , 

A n d o n c e m o r e b r i n g that g o o d l y t i m e w i t h e a c h 
f a m i l i a r f a c e . 

T h e old b a r n - d o o r is o p e n now, m y u n c l e ' s s i t t ing 
t h e r e ; 

T h e sun s h i n e s on h i s c h e c k e r e d f r o c k and on t h e 
o ld red c h a i r . 

T o h e l p h i m s h e l l the b e a n s , I t a k e my seat u p o n 
t h e floor, 

I l i s t e n to h i s s tor ies , and b e g h i m to tel l them 
o ' e r . 

T h e p u m p k i n s b i g w e r e la id in l ine , and t u r n i p s 
p i l e d n e a r by, 

A n d w a i t i n g f o r the t h r e s h i n g flail t h e r e lay a h e a p 
of r y e . 

A n d t h e n b e f o r e the sun w e n t d o w n w e d r o v e t h e 
c a t t l e h o m e , 

T h e n c a r r i e d to the h o u s e t w o p a i l s of mi lk s p r e a d 
o ' e r w i t h f o a m ; 

A n d then t h e w o o d - b o x m u s t b e h e a p e d w i t h o a k 
a n d s o f t p i n e w o o d ; 

A n d in t h e c l e a n - s w e p t k i t c h e n t h e r e , the s u p p e r 
t a b l e s tood. 

T h e h a s t y - p u d d i n g , b o w l of m i l k , t h e t e m p t i n g 
p u m p k i n p i e , 

T h e butter-bal l as b r i g h t as g o l d , and p l a t e of 
b r e a d h e a p e d h i g h , 

A n d t h e n t h e long, long w i n t e r e v e s — t h e d e a r e s t 
t i m e of a l l—. 

W h e n t ired-out aunt w o u l d o f t e n nod and let h e r 
n e e d l e f a l l , 

W h i l e unc le r e a d the n e w s p a p e r , d a t e d fu l l a w e e k 
a g o , 

O r b r a i d e d c o r n - h u s k s f o r t h e mats , I l a u g h e d to 
s e e h i m s e w . 

T h e w i n d c a m e d o w n t h e c h i m n e y - p l a c e and 
shook t h e o ld fire-board. 

T h e pop-corn p u f f e d a n d s n a p p e d out w h i t e , the 
o a k k n o t s b l a z e d and r o a r e d , 

T h e cat upon t h e b r a i d e d m a t i s p u r r i n g s o f t and 
low, 

N o d i f f e r e n c e it m a k e s to h e r h o w w i l d the w i n d s 
m a y b l o w , 

B u t , a h ! t h o s e h a p p y c h i l d h o o d y e a r s h a v e long 
s i n c e s p e d a w a y , 

T h e h o u s e and barn a r é e m p t y n o w , a n d g o i n g to 
d e c a y . 

T h e l a t c h u p o n the old p o r c h d o o r h a s r u s t e d in 
i ts p l a c e , 

A n d o f t h e flower g a r d e n p l o t t h e r e i s not le f t a 
t r a c e , 

» W i t h s a d , s a d thouelte* I turn a w a y , I l i n g e r by 
J l R e g a t e - ) y / f J " ^ 

B u t , oi l ! n o w use less ' t is f o r m e to long, ¡tifia w i s h 
a n d w a i t . 

T h i s s w e l l i n g h e a r t a n d t e a r f u l e y e s , a n d t h e y a r e 
a l l in v a i n — 

T h e f a c e s d e a r and g o o d old t i m e w i l l n e ' e r c o m e 
b a c k a g a i n . 

—L. M. Crosby, in Swampscott Journal 
U n c o n s i d e r e d Cred i t s—A S u g g e s t -

i v e C o n t r a s t . 
The profit of fa rming does not 

all consist in sales or in money 
lef t a t the end of the season. 
What rational young city man 
with no property, a family and 
moderate salary, would complain 
if he did not put by several hun-
dred dollars a year? Thousands 
are in this position, and gra te fu l 
if fo r tuna te enough to "make 
ends meet" by judicious living. 
But young men without money, 
who hire farms, and at the close 
of the year have all bills paid 
and a little cash left, or gain in 
the growth of stock, express dis-
satisfaction and advertise the bu-
siness as unprofitable. They for-
get the good living they have 
had and the comfortable home— 
frequent ly f a r bet ter than tha t 
of their city brothers, and cer-
tainly more healthful . 

Suppose a case: A young man 
in each class owns $5,000. The 
first, knowing nothing of the de-
l ights of fa rm life and the surety 
of rura l investments, takes what 
is considered a "sa fe r isk," loan-
ing his capital at 5 or 6 per cent. 
At the la t ter fignre (an uncom-
mon ra te to-day) i t will return 
$300 pe r annum. How f a r will 
this go toward the suppor t of his 
family? Say he hires a flat a t 
$20 a month and buys everything 
at the lowest rate. Le t the youn-
g e s t school boy cipher it. Tired 
and nervous, he hasn ' t even the 
privi lege of quiet a t night, be-
cause other families are in the 
house; and what of the overtaxed 
mother and the f r e t fu l children? 
Why does he not h i re a separate 
house? Because it would cost so 
much more tha t he cannot afford 
it. To go into the suburbs, re-
turning to the city daily, means 
as much expended in t ravel as is 
economized in rent, and increas-
ed exertion with less t ime for 
rest . He receives $2 or $2.50 pe r 
day for his services, like many a 

clerk, bookkeper or mechanic, 
and this, with the $300 interest, 
rounds out an even §1,000 income 
per annum. City requirements 
make neat, well-fitted clothes a 
necessity, and a small family can 
not do with less than $100 worth. 
Place food l ight and fuel at $300 
per year — less than $6.25 per 
week, which is low, and with sun-
dry minor expenses, which can 
never be foreseen nor avoided, 
only $300 will remain with which 
to meet doctors' bill (always ex-
pected in city life), taxes, the 
demands of charity, pleasure, 
like driving with a hired team, 
etc. 

I have been all through these 
experiences and know whereof I 
speak, al though I now own a 
farm. 

The young farmer as diligent 
as the other, and a reading, 
th inking man. Cannot he do as 
well as the other, or better, as 
the years pass? 

An admired Tribune contrib 
utor once gave available facts 
f rom experience. His fa rm (90 
acres), tools and stock, are worth 
$5.000. He has a family of seven, 
and wisely estimates their sup-
por t by the farm to be of money 
value, though ludicrously low. 
A convenient house of eleven 
rooms, barns, out-buildings and 
lawn. $200 annually; breadstuffs, 
$20; meats, lard, etc., $75; veget-
ables of all kinds, nice and fresh, 
$1 per week the year round; 100 
dozen eggs. 100 chickens and 5 
turkeys, $50; 5 pounds of but ter 
weekly and all the milk and 
cream desired, $70; abundance of 
f ru i t s f rom earliest to latest, $50; 
total, $527— more than 10 per 
cent re turn on the valuation of 
the property. In what cheapest 
market in America can so much 
be bought for so little? F ree use 
of horses has been overlooked, 
and many other privileges. At 
livery charges every drive would 
cost from 50 cents to $1.25 per 
hour. Had this family paid cur-
rent town prices for what they 
enjoyed, it would have made 
$850. or 17 per cent re turn on the 
investment. Such garden pro-
duce could not be bought for less 
than $3 weekly, eggs 25 cents, 
chickens 16 cts, tu rkeys 18 cts, 
the former weighing 2 lbs. and 
the la t ter 10 lbs.; but ter 25 cents, 
l ^ y i a r ^ mill^, daj jy at , ,6 c^nts, 
and 10 cents for cream. So many 
berries would cost the shrewdest 
consumer the appropriat ion made 
here for all frui ts , and leave the 
grapes, apples, pears, peaches 
and quinces free. But take the 
first estimate as a standard, and 
add to it the money receipts 
(an average of about $700), the 
re turns f rom the $5,000 invest-
ment are annually over $1,200, or 
$200 more than a like sum yield-
ed in the city. At town prices 
for produce consumed, the yearly 
return would be $1,550. Legiti-
mate expenses of the fa rm are 
$150, of which $300 is for labor, 
the owner being unable to work 
afield and his sons in school. 
Deducting cash expenses f rom 
returs, $250 remains. Suppose 
our young fa rmer able to work, 
lessening the labor bill 50 pe r 
cent, and making the cash bal-
ance $400. The reader can judge 
which family has the best finan-
cial outlook, which the best sup-
port, and which should be the 
must g ra te fu l for their position 
in life. F a r m profits do not all 
come in cash.—Hollister Sage in 
N. ¥. Tribune. 

E d u c a t e d F a r m e r s . 
I t is no doubt natura l t ha t the 

college boy, in love with litera-
ture, with the sciences, should 
look forward to a life devoted to, 
intellectual pursui ts—that in his 
vision of the future , so filled with 
name and fame, there should be 
little room for the homlier occu-
pations of tilling the soil and at-
tending to the details of busi-
ness, yet it may well be doubted 
if the average professional man 
could not make for himself a 
more enviable reputation, exer-
cise a wider influence, and come 
down to old age bet ter satisfied 
with himself than those about 
him, were h e to give himself to 
f a rm life. As an instance in 
point, we recall the case of one 
who a generation since was grad-
uated with h igh honor f rom a 
leading New England college. 
Scarcely had he entered upon his 
chosen profession, which prom-
ised unusual success, when duty 
seemed to call him to the side of 
his aged parents . He saw tha t 

they needed a s t rong arm upon 
which to lean in their declining 
years, and he had not the hear t 
to ask them to leave the old farm 
where they had worked so long, 
and to which their very lives 
seemed wedded, so, with a beau-
t iful devotion, he gave up his 
bril l iant prospects and went with 
his fa i r young bride back to the 
old homestead, in an obscure ru-
ral district. 

When, a few years later, he 
laid his parents to rest, he found 
tha t he had no longer a desire to 
re turn to his profession. He was 
convinced tha t his work lay in 
his old home, and there he has 
lived and labored fai thful ly, en-
deavoring to develop to the ut-
most his powers for the good of 
those about him. With his cul-
tured mind and broad views he 
has commanded a profound re-
spect, and has exerted an influ-
ence which has made itself fel t in 
all the country round. The books 
and papers upon his table have 
been duplicated in the homes 
about him. and the youth of those 
homes, emulous of his own sons 
and daughters, have been eager-
ly ambitious to obtain a liberal 
education, and with the will they 
have found the way. Indeed, it 
may be said tha t his presence 
has placed the entire community 
upon a higher mental and moral 
plane, and who shall say tha t his 
influence has been less far-reach-
ing, or tha t his l ife has been less 
nappy, than if he had remained 
in his chosen profession? I t will 
be said this is an exceptional 
case, but it must be admitted tha t 
the state of affairs which makes 
it exceptional is to be regarded 
with grave apprehension. 

The Nashville American claims 
tha t since the introduction and 
perfect ing of self-binding har-
vesters there has been no single 
improvement or invention in the 
way of agricultural machinery 
tha t has been important enough 
to a t t ract wide attention. I t is 
of the opinion tha t there is an 
opportunity for the inventors to 
accomplish something in the way 
of machinery for harves t ing corn, 
not for the grain alone, but fo r 
fodder—ei ther d ry or as ensi-
lage. The old laborious method 
of cut t ing by hand will be super-
seded by fi machine tha t will cut 
and bind into bundles of such di-
mensions as can be easily han-
dled, and husking will give way 
to threshing, so tha t the grain 
will be separated a t once from 
the cob as well as the stalk. 
This will be in the r ight line of 
progress, enabling one man's la-
bor to count for as much at har-
vest as it does at p lant ing or dur-
ing cultivation. I t points fu r the r 
to the f ac t tha t the second line 
along which the inventors should 
work is to enable us to extend 
the area for the cultivation of 
fibre plants — hemp, flax and 
ramie — by providing machinery 
for separat ing the fibre f rom the 
stalk. Hemp culture would in-
crease rapidly, and there would 
be vastly more profit in it if i t 
were not for the labor and ex-
pense of breaking it by hand. 
The same paper believes fu r the r 
tha t there is an opportuni ty for 
improvement in the machinery 
for ga ther ing cotton. 

W i n t e r C a r e of F a r m W a g o n s . 
During a g rea t pa r t of the win-

ter season the heavy fa rm wagon 
is not in use, says a correspond-
ent of National Stockman. When 
there is snow the sled takes its 
place; and in the absence of snow 
lighter vehicles are used for driv-
ing purposes. The best place for 
the farm wagon dur ing this pe 
riod of rest is under cover, but 
they do not all ge t there. In 
spite of all tha t has been said 
and writ ten concerning the dam-
aging effects of such practice, 
many a wagon ge t s no housing 
save tha t of some fr iendly snow 
drif t . The common excuse is tha t 
a f te r fa rm implements and other 
wagons are provided with shel ter 
there is no room for the big wag-
on. The greates t damage f rom 
such exposure is to the wheels, 
and those who cannot find stor-
age room for the whole wagon 
can surely find room for these. 
No wheel, no wagon; but so long 
as the wheels are good, one has a 
feeling of confidence in his vehi-
cle. I t is but a ve ry few minutes ' 
work to raise the wagon an inch 
or two and place props under the 
axles to hold them up. Then the 
wheels may be removed and put 

under cover in some unoccupied corner. A few months later, when the wagon is wanted for use. the axles will be elevated and ready for oiling and replacing the wheels. The wagon will need oiling anyway af te r a winter 's rest, hence the removing of the | wheels in advance adds but a small item of labor. While the wheels are under cover and well dried is a good time to examine them and attend to any needed repairs, so when the spr ing work calls them into use they will be ready to respond in good condi-tion. This housing of wheels only is not recommended for those who can make room for the whole wagon. It is here given with the belief tha t the best way is of no use to a grea t many to whom a •'second best" might be of grea t value. 
" L i t t l e O n t a r i o S h a r k s . " 

We find the following tidbit in 
the "Northwestern Fa rmer : " 

A member of the Winnipeg 
Grain Exchange shipped a cargo 
of wheat to a mill in Ontario re-
cently. As soon as it got there 
the miller telegraphed, "Wheat 
very badly out of condition." 
The Winnipeg dealer wired back: 
"Examine car careful ly and send 
ful l repor t of condition." To this 
the Ontario miller sent the follow-
ing: "Give orders to station 
agent to open c a r . " A n d again 
the Winnipeg dealer te legraphed: 
"How did you know it was out 
of condition?" This is a fa i r 
example of the manner in which 
several of the little Ontario 
sharks endeavored to have a few 
cents knocked off the whe3,t: 

"Li t t le Ontario sha rks" are 
common on a big scale thoughout 
the country, and they succeed in 
not only knocking a few cents off 
the wheat they purchase, but 
also in many cases the entire 
profit of the consumer. Most of 
the said sha rks are of a shrewder 
sort than the Ontario cheat, who 
stupidly gave away his little 
scheme for defrauding the honest 
citizen of Manitoba. In this 
country no grain dealer would 
have been fool enough to show 
his hand in the way done by the 
Ontario man, and there is jus t 
where the chief trouble lies. I t 
is only now and then tha t the 
methods of such men are shown 
up intheir p roper light. Their 
t r icks are so skillfully contrived 
tha t few fa rmers are able to detect 
anyth ing wrong about them. 
Still there is not the sl ightest 
doubt tha t the grain dealers of 
this country are of ten guilty of 
such swindling operat ions as that 
exposed by our contemporary. 

Look, for instance, at the 
grievances which fa rmers have 
regarding the sale of their grain 
to country elevator men. "We 
will pay 20 cents for oats to-day," 
says the buyer, and tha t settles 
it. The fa rmer may dump his 
grain into the elevator or take it 
home; there is no al ternative for 
him, no mat ter what may be the 
quality of the grain he has to 
offer. The insti tute convert who 
fa rms well, exterminates weeds 
and uses carefully selected seed 
on fert i le land, draws nigh unto 
the elevator with a load of No. 1 
oats, of p lump body and heal thy 
face, and there he meets fa rmer 
Lazybones, who likewise, has a 
load of oats to sell—but what a 
load! I t comprises some thin-
faced, jaundiced-looking, mouldy 
grain, much chaff, many rose-tree 
seed balls, a host of weed seeds, 
a liberal sprinkling of varied dirt, 
and a very small per bushel heft . 
"We are paying 20 cents for oats 
to-day," says the buyer, and 
Inst i tute 's oats and Lazybone's 
oats go down into the same pi t 
at the same price. The buyer 
cleans his oats before shipping 
to Chicago, and makes a nice 
profit all around. He has cheated 
the honest farmer, and so has 
the slovenly man who sold a t the 
same time. 

This is not t rue of every coun-
t ry elevator man, but how many 
are guil ty of jus t such f raudulent 
acts? Many of our readers can 
answer this questions, a l though 
they may never before have given 
it a moment 's thought . I t is very 
discouraging, to say the least of 
it, when high-class, clean, sweet, 
p lump grain, the products of 
effort towards improved agricul-
ture, br ings no more in the coun-
t ry market than foul or chaffy 
grain, grown by some slouch of a 
man, who cares nothing about 
" t h e new agricul ture." We offer 

these few thoughts for the con-sideration of live farmers , who should actively oppose the many methods employed to cheat them. Custom has supported the swind-lers in the past, but bad cnstoms and swindlers must go. T h e fa rmer is no longer to be imposed upon, and is learning the power he may become in the land as a r igh ter of his own wrongs. More 
power to his elbow, say we. 
Farmers' Iievieic. 

M a n u r e U n d e r Old B a r n s . 
There are thousands of barns 

in the country, built many years 
ago when few thought of base-
ments or the saving of manure 
they might effect. The s tables 
in these old barns had floors, 
through 1he cracks of which cold 
came in winter, and manure, es-
pecially tha t in liquid form, was 
wasted at all seasons of the year. 
Here, sheltered from rain, th is 
liquid manure has lain until it 
entirely sa turates the soil for a 
g rea t depth beneath it. Probab-
ly in many cases there is enough 
of this fertilizing material to pay 
at ordinary market ra tes for fer-
tilizers for the building of a base-
ment and grading up to the door-
way. What may seem merely 
dry ear th with no smell of ma-
nure about it, is really bet ter and 
r icher than the rankes t manure 
made f rom f resh excrement. I t 
is not always safe to judge of 
manure by the smell of it. A 
little piece of decaying horse 
flesh in commercial phospha te 
will go a g rea t way in sa t is fying 
many fa rmers as to i ts fertil izing 
value. I t may a f te r all be no 
bet ter than the unammoniated 
phosphate made from burned 
bones or phosphate rock. T h e 
value of this deposit under old 
buildings is mainly for the 
ni t rates it contains in soluble 
form. If spread ever so thinly 
on grass lands in the fall, it will 
give an astonishing growth the 
next year. Except on grass 
lands it should not be applied 
until si )ring, and, in the meantime 
be kep t dry, as it is very soluble 
and easily wasted by coming in 
contact with water.—American 
Cultivator. 

L i t e r a r y No te . 
The second installment of the 

' 'Talleyrand Memoirs," which arti 
to be published in the February 
Centura, will be devoted entirely 
to Talleyrand's narrat ion of his 
personal relations with Napoleon 
Bonaparte. Talleyrand apologi-
zes for taking offence under the 
Directory, describes his first per-
sonal meeting with Bonaparte, 
tells how the F i r s t Consul snub-
bed an old acquaintance, and re-
lates other anecdotes of Napoleon 
tending to emphasize the weak-
nesses and vanities of the empe-
ror. Talleyrand criticizes Napo-
leon's Spanish policy, and gives 
a detailed account (from notes 
which he had taken of the con 
versation) of an interview tha t 
Napoleon had at E r f u r t with 
Goethe and Wieland. ^ • ^̂  

Hugh T. Brooks in wri t ing to 
the Home and Farm of Louisville, 
concerning the duty of fa rmers 
to wri te out their experiences for 
their agricultural paper, says: 
"Don' t fail to wri te for the pa-
per ; agricul ture is a joint stock 
concern; rura l communities 
should be co-operative, and br ing 
their united support to beneficial 
agencies. Qualify yourselves, or 
at least qualify your boys and 
gir ls for important service by ac-
quir ing some knowledge of bot-
any, geology, entomology and 
chemistry, tha t will enable you 
to make very useful obsevations 
and discoveries. Condense your 
communications, leave out ands, 
adjectives, amplifications, apolo-
gies; never use five words where 
four will do jus t as well. Never 
use a long word when a short 
one expresses jus t as much. 
Working for the paper, you work 
for yourself and everybody else. ^ % ^ • 

The lemon or corncob which 
is usually used in producing the 
smile effect on the countenance 
of the dressed pig by holding its 
mouth open was replaced on Sat-
urday by a ' 'p lug" of chewing 
tobacco, which held apar t the 
jaws of a p ig doing exhibition 
duty in the Twelfth-st . market . 
The outfit was labelled " T h e 
American 
Record. 

Hof Philadelphia 




