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Michigan State Grange—Report of
Executive Committee.
[Concluded from last issue.]
GOVERNMENT WAREHOUSING OF

; FARM PRODUCTS.

This, too, we regard as a pro-
position unjust, impractical and
utopian in the extreme. If the
products of the farm are to be
received and stored by the Gov-
ernment and advances made upon
them, why not the products of
all other industries.

for the farmer, why not a broker
for all other producers, the
cotton, the woolen, the silk and
the linen manufacturers, the iron
masters, the potters and glass
makers and all other manufac-

turers of warehousable products. |

Jf we ask the Government to
interfere with the law of supply |
and demand by hoarding our pro- |
ducts for arise. why should it
not interfere with the same law
by hoarding all ogher non-perish-
able products of labor for the
same purpose. We regard the
proposition as too absurd to gain
the approbation of honest. intelli-
gent men. and hope this Grange
will express is emphatic dis-
approval of the scheme.

AGRICULTURAL DEPRESSION.

The causes which bave led to
the depressed condition of agri-
culture which has prevailed not
only in this country. but all over
the civilized world, and in Great
Britian and Germany to a greater
extent than here, have not been
fully understood by the people,
and it is to this misapprehension
that we attribute the wild schemes
proposed for the relief of the
farmer. and the discontent which
political demagogues have fanned
into a flame of indignation

against all other callings and pro- |

fessions. While the acts of
demonetizing silver in Germany,
Scandinavia and the United
States and the cessation of silver
coinage in France was one of the
causes of such depression, it was
not the sole cause. Those acts
bore equally hard upon all pro-
ductive industry.

But a far more potent cause for |

such depression in the agricul-
tural industries of the world,

comes from the rapid expansion

of the cultivated area in all agri-
cultural countries,
taken place in the last twenty
years. The rapid and cheap
transportation which brings the
production of this increased area
of cultivation to the centers of
demand, and the stationary con-
dition, and in some respects de-
crease in demand at those centers,
occasioned by an increased home
supply in some of the countries
which have heretofore been more
largely dependent upon importa-
tions of farm products, has been
the most potent factor in produc-
ing the decline in value of farms
and farm products.
EXPANSION IN AMERICA.

During the last twenty years
the extension of railroads
throughout the vast plain of the
west, and the great improvements
in farm implements and machin-
ery, aided by the free land system

If the Gov- |
ernment is to become a broker

which has |

and made productive a vast ex-

of the government. has developed market, we see ns

tent of the richest lands of the

country. Over two hundred
million bushels of wheat are
annually grown, and a propor-
tionate increase in the production
‘annually of oats and corn, where
twenty years ago the Indian
reigned supreme.

The same extension of rail-
|roads has opened a larger region
| to grazing.where millions on mil-
lions of cattleand sheepare now
fed, where the buffalo and ante-
|lope roved before.
{sion in the cultivated area has

This expan-

‘been so great that from ninety |
'million acres under cultivation at

|the close of the war, over two
{hundred and twelve million five
hundred thousand acres are under
cultivation now, and the average
yield per acre of farm produce as
a whole has been largely in-
creased.
OTHER COUNTRIES. ‘
In othercountries the extension |
of the cultivated areas has ad-|
ranced from the same cause
(cheap transportation) not so fast |
in any one country. but in the

|aggregate to a greater extent.
{ Russia, India. Australia, South |

| Africa, South America and New
Zealand have felt the stimulus of |
cheap transportation, and have
rapidly extended their cultivated
area. Modern improvements in

railroad building and their equip- | and cheap labor of other countries,

|

relief. Expansion it the cultivat-
ed area of Russia. India, Africa.
Australian, New Zcaland and
South America may continue in- |
definitely. The unoccupied area |
of arable lands in those countries
is for the present i :exhaustible.
For the farmers of the United
States, however. the outlook is
more cheerful. The rapid ex-|
pansion of cultivation has ceased
for want of territory to occupy
—hereafter the population of the
country will increase much faster |
in proportion than the fields of |
agriculture. - Our grain fields
and grazing grounds have been
pushed to the utmest. western
limit of profitable *production.
and hereafter any increase in
production must result from
better methods of cultivation; 96
per cent. of the aggregate of
agricultural productions in the

| United States, cotton excepted, |

finds a market for its consump-
tion at home, and the arban pop- |

ulation as shown by the late|
census is rapidly increasing.
while the rural population re-

'mains nearly stationary; at the
| same ratio of increase in urban

over rural population. the home

~demand will absorb all our pro-

ductions, cotton excepted, within
less than five years. when we:

'shall no longer be compelled to

compete with the cheap lands

ment, have so cheapened inland ' East and South, for :.market in

‘transportation, that ‘interior are|

‘able to compete with seaboard |
| countries, and the application of |
the compound steam -engine to
marine navigation, the introduc-
tion of refrigerator compartments

.in steam and rail transportation,

and the shortening of routes by
the Suez canal have brought the
whole agricultural world to the
very doors of the center of de-
mand as competitors for its
supply.

The center of demand is now
| confined to Great Britian, France,
'and the smaller states of Western |
| Europe. And, according to C.
| Wood Davis, the equivalent of
1 300,000,000 bushels of wheat and
'a proportionate amount of other

| products for the table are suffici- |

Western turope. 1o s hopeu
that the policy lately adopted by
Congress will build up new manu-
facturing industries and enlarge
and extend the old, and thereby
increase the home demand and
hasten the day of our emancipa-
tion from European dependence.
THE TARIFF.

Since the beginning of this
government the tariff has been a
prolific theme for political dis-
cussion.  One portion of our
statesmen contending that duties

lupon imports should be levied |

{ent to supply the import demand |

{of all these countries.

| Farm productions, even in
| these countries, England except-
ed, have largely increased; ac-
‘cording to Prince Protopkin, of

| States.

| Paris, the ratio of increase of the |

'annual wheat crop of France has
'been two and one-half per cent
| greater than the ratio of increase
in population. While the popu-
{lation has increased but five
millions in forty-five years. the
annual production of wheat has
increased 117,400,000 bushels.

| for the world-wide depression in
agriculture, as compared with
(other fields of production. While
ithe import demand of western
| Europe for agricultural products
(was wholly supplied by eastern
Europe, Egypt and North
| America, the profits of capital
|and labor invested in and applied
to agriculture were fairly pro-
portionate to the profits of capital
and labor employed in other
branches of production. But
now, with forty-four different na-
tions competing for that market,
with a supply so greatly dispro-
portioned to the demand. no
other result than a decline in
prices all around could or should
be expected.
THE OUTLOOK.

It may be asked, how long is
this condition of things to con-
tinue. For foreign countries
who depend upon Europe for a

Here, then we find ample caus>

only on such things as people of |
this country could not success- !
fully produce; and another por-|

- . |
immediate |

law, either in principal or detail,
until a fair time has been given
it by actual application to the
business of the country, to de-
termine its merits or demerits,
its benefit or its injury.
AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.
While acknowledging the great
improvement that has taken
place in the Agricultural De-

' partment at Washington, since

it has been elevated to the posi-
tion of a cabinet department,
still the department falls far
short of what we think it might
and ought to be. As the price
of all exportable products de-
pends upon the world's demand
and the world's supply, it would
be most beneficial to the farmers

| of the United States if they could

know the ratio of supply to de-
mand of all export products from
time to time, during the planting,
growing, harvesting and market
season. As, for instance: If
they could know the acreage of

' wheat sown in each wheat pro-

ducing country, and eondition of

' the crop from time to time. dur-

ing its growth, the probable
yield per acre at  har-
vest  time, the probable

amount available for export. and
the probable demand of the im-
porting countries to cover short-
age in home supply, they would
have a fair basis to guide them

' both in production and market-

ing. And, if the department
having ohtained this infiemation
would estimate from the ratio of
price to supply, as equalized for
a period of five years past, the

probable price which wheat
would bring as thus deduced,

and publish the conclusion ar-
rived at, no speculator in wheat
would dare to gamble on future
prices, as the information thus
obtained would be more accurate
and extended than any which
could be obtained by individual
effort.  False reports of crop
failures or of abundance would
be at once detected
no credit, and the producer would
get the proper return which the
unobstrncted law of supply and

tion about equal in number con- demand should give him.

tending that a tariff should be|
levied upon such

We would therefore respect-

products or | fuily suggest to the Secretary of

articles as can be successfully | Agriculture that he undertake to
'raised or produced in the United | carry out the plan herein out-

The first is styled tariff lined. That he ask Congress to |

for revenue only; the second, | furnish the necessary appropria-

tariff for protection to American|tion and the Secretary of State
These parties have!to co-operate with him by col-

industries.

alternately controlled the 1egis.5lecting the needed information

lation of the Government. but |
neither, until the late anactment |
of the McKinley bill. has ever
had the courage to put their the-
ories in practice by legal enact- |
ment.

For the first time in American
history a purely protective tarift
has been put in
Whether it will produce the
beneficent results which its sup-
porters hope for, or the dire
calamities which its opponents
predict, can only be determined
by the actual results of its prac-
tical application. If the princi-
ple is wrong, its opponents can

afford to wait until a fair trial |
If it is

has demonstrated it.

operation. |

through our ministers and consuls
abroad, in order that we may be
relieved from the injuries inflict-
ed by boards of trade.

We would further suggest to

| the Honorable Secretary of Agri-

right, a fair opportunity should

be given to develop its virtues.
An hundred years of theoretical
discussion in congress and before
the people is amply sufficient,
and we now demand the crucial
test of actual trial, unhampered
by fear of interference, until am-
ple time is given to the business
of the country to adjust itself to
the new order of things. We,
therefore. deprecate and con-
demn as unjust, unfair and im-
politic, any interference with, or
material alteration of, the tariff

culture that in case Congress
should fail to make the necessary
appropriation to carry out the
plan proposed. then that the
funds now used in the wuseless dis-
tribution of seeds might be
more properly employed in ob-
taining and disseminating the in-
formation above suggested. All
of which is respectfully submit-
ted. J. G. RAMSDELL,

H. D. PraTT,

GEo. B. HORTON,

F. W. REDFERN,

J. Q. A. BURRINGTON,

J. C. GouLp,

THOMAS MARS,

J. T. CoBB,

Executive Committee.

e

The iﬂchig;x State Grange.

The State Grange has been
wise in its selection of officers
for many years past, and Gov-
ernor Luce, one of the best gov-
ernors Michigan ever had, grad-

uated from the master’'s to the!
The exec-!

gubernatorial chair.

and gain |

utive committee of the State
Grange is the working commit-
tee, and it numbers among its
members some of the shrewdest
workers and best thinkers in the
State. Judge Ramsdell, of this
i place, has been at the head of
this committee for some time,
and it is from his pen that Mich-
igan and the country at large
have received some of the sound-
est, most widely known and im-
portant financial articles of the
day. The report made by this
committee at the late meeting of
the State Grange has attracted
| widespread attention, and has
placed Judge Ramsdell among
the foremost writers upon finance
in the country. The press of the
country, of all political parties,
|comment, in highest terms of
praise, upon the executive com-
' mittee’s report, which was unan-
| .mously adopted by the Grange.

The New York World says:
*‘The farmers of the Michigan
Grange are men who see clearly
and think straight,” and after
qaoting approvingly the resolu-
tions, further adds,: **The World
kll()\VS ()f' no terser or more con-
vincing way of setting forth truth
than this.”

In referring to the resolutions
declaring against the proposition
that the government loan money
to farmers at two per cent,
‘another New York paper says:
| “*“We have nowhere seen so con
‘nis:; and covincing a statement
against thiz uew scheme as is
presented by this association of
farmers. and we trust that any
of our farmer friends who have
been fascinated by the idea of
getting money made to order, in
quantites, and on terms to suit
the needs of the applicants, will
study the resolution with care.

The New York 7rvibune also
endorses them. and of the last
idea says: **The sooner the Al-
iance plows that proposition un-
der, the better for its prospects.™

The Cadillac News and Erpress
pays Judge Ramsdell this high
' personal compliment: The re-
port prepared by Judge Rams-
dell, of Traverse City, and adopt-
ed by the Michigan State Grange
' pronouncing against the delusive
government loan scheme and the
| government warehouse idea, has
given the Michigan Grange very
| creditable notoriety. It can usu-
{ally be relied upon, that any-
| thing with which Judge Rams-
dell has to do will be performed
in a practical, reasonable and
creditable way.”

The Petoskey Record com-
ments: “The Record has kicked
on the Grange in times past be-
cause it thought that Grange in-
fluence was unduly strong in the
' making of State appointments to
office, and its feelings were pe-
culiarly acrid when the editor
‘thereof was fired out to make
jroom for that horney-handed
| farmer, ex-Probate Judge Cros-
by. That's natural. But never-
i theless the Record cannot with-
'hold its admiration, when in
| these times of wild and visionary
| financial schemes, the Michigan
| State Grange exhibits a solid
'sense, and a comprehension
{of fundamental principles, in
marvelous contrast to the wild
utterances of the Farmers’ Al-
liance. The State Grange sees
| clearly the ruinous results of the
| 2 per cent government loans de-
| manded by the Farmers’ Alliance
and says: ‘We regret that other
organizations indorse such a
proposition, and express our-
selves as vigorously opposed to
such a policy. We believe that
the loan of one billion of treasury

(Continued on 5th page.)




R. C. Ksdzie, M. A., M. D.

[¢]

not only prevented the possibili-

a

(o] \"

on his monument than: "He was

Agricultural science has made | ty of an explosion, but preserved the father of the farmers' insti-
wonderful progress during re-1|the lamp chimneys, increased the tute.

cent years. A few years ago the
idea that a science might
built upon agriculture as a
foundation, was laughed at by
the scientific world. But agri-
cultural science today has
reached an eminence that com-
mands respect and reverence
from all her devotees. No so-
ciety that has for its object the
formation of general scientific
knowledge, is complete without
representatives from the science
of agriculture. This position
has been attained'mainly through
the devotion of those who have
been directly connected with our
agricultural schools and colleges.
Foremost among these scientific
investigators is Robert Clark
Kedzie. He now occupies the
chair of chemistry at the Michi-
gan Agricultural College. Con-
nected with this institution, as
he has been, through four-fifths
of its existence, there is perhaps
no other man who is so conver-
sant with its history and devel-
opment. He has watched over
its growth with a jealous eye.
From small and modest begin-
nings he has lived to see it to-
day with its spacious laboratories,
broad acres and extensive
museums, all equipped with the
best modern appliances and aids
to study.

Dr. Kedzie was born at Delhi,
New York. January 28, 1823, of
Scotch-American parents. With
little early training in the public
schools, he started for college
with $25 in bis pocket. After
buying his books and a wash
bowl and pitcher for his room,
he had left just three shillings
with which to go through college.
But perseverance, pluck and a
determination to win. sustained
him and enabled him to remain
at the institution. Daring his
course he engaged to teach a
district school for the munificent
sum of $34 for three months.
This aided the depleted state of
his finances, and finally in 1817,
he graduated with the degree of
M. A. Four years later he grad-
uated with high honors from the
medical department of the Uni-
versity of Michigan-* He prac-
ticed medicine in Kalamazoo for
a short time, but finally settled
at Vermontville,, Mich., where
the duties of his profession en-
gaged his attention until 1861,
when he enlisted in the war as
surgeon of the 12th regiment of
Michigan Volunteer Infantry.
In 1883 he was elected to fill the
chair of chemistry at the Michi-
gan Agricultural College, where
he has since been engaged. In
1867 he was a member of the
Michigan legislature. In 1864
he was president of the State
Medical society. He was chair-
man of the section on State Med-
icine and Public Hygiene of the
American Medical association in
1876. He was for many years a
member of the Michigan State
Board of Health and did valuable
work on the committee appoint-
ed to investigate poisons, explo-
sives, chemicals, accidents and
special sources of danger. He
was also president of the board.
In 1850 he married Harriet E.
Fairchild, who is still living.

As a member of the State
Board of Health he did much
valuable service to the public.
He has never hesitated to use his
well trained mind in defense of
the people's interests. His con-
test and final victory over the
dishonest illuminating oil com-
panies, will long be remembered
by Michigan people. Stringent
laws were enacted on the statute
books of Michigan, but the
methods of testing were so crude
that the people were using not
only a very inferior oil, but an
oil which was also dangerously
explosive. An oil tester was in-
vented by Dr. Kedzie to ascer-
tain the correct flashing point of
all the illuminating oils exposed
for sale in the State. Ic was
foi*nd that nearly all oils were
below the required standard.
He insisted upon an enforcement
of the law, and at length secured
to the people a perfectly safe il-
luminating oil. There were var-
ious burning fluids in the State,
in addition, which were known
as "Aurora Oil," "Liquid Gas,"
"Sunlight Non-explosive Burn-
ing Fluid," etc. Although ex-
ceedingly explosive, the manu-
facturers furnished a mysterious
compound which it was claimed

pe' Of

brilliancy of the flame, etc  One
thesé highly valuable com-

pounds was analyzed, and found
to contain one ounce of common
salt colored with aniline dyes.
These frauds were all promptly.
exposed and the people warned;
against their use. As might
have been expected, the wrath!
of the manufacturers was arous-

ed, but neither threats nor money
could drive Dr. Kedzie from his
position.

His investigation of arsenical
wall papers is-deserving of no
less notice. After testing some
samples of wall paper he became
thoroughly convinced that the
health of our people was serious-
ly endangered by reason of the
arsenical poisons used as a pig-
ment in the paper. He analyzed
many hundred samples of wall
paper and found more or less
arsenic in nearly all.

Dr. Kedzie is first and foremost
the friend of the farmer. Itis a
fact to be deplored, yet too often
true, that the average farmer is
slow to avail himself of the dis-
coveries of science, hence inves-
tigation along the lines of agri-
cultural chemistry has not been
so inviting as that in other
branches of the subject.

He has not only labored for its
advancement in a general way,
but has rendered incalculable
benefit to the farmer in several
instances. He has always cheer-
fully come to the rescue with his
vast store of technical knowledge
and has saved to the farmers

many hundreds of dollars. At
the time when lightning rod
swindlers were numerous in our

country and were disposing of
their rods at five or six times
their real value, Dr. Kedzie pro-
posed a plan by which the farmer
could put up his own lightning
rods. He wasimmediately taken
to task by the manufacturers, and
such emminent authority as Prof.
Henry of the Smithsonian Insti-
tute, was quoted to show that he
was in the wrong. But he main-
tained his position and proved
that his premises were correct.
This one investigation saved to
the farmers of Michigan. alone
thousands of dollars which had
been formerly spent for poor
lightning rods of doubtful effi-
ciency. Itwas largely through
his efforts that agents for fertil-
izers were required to take out a
license, and that a label must be
fixed to every package, having
the chemical analysis of the con-
tents plainly printed thereon. In
one instance a fertilizer was
analyzed which was selling for
$25 per ton. It was found to
contain just 25 cents' worth of
valuable materials. Thus a few
minutes in the laboratory saved
the farmers years of expensive
trial and final disappointment.
About the year 1877 Clawson
Wheat had come rapidly to the
front in Michigan. The peculiar
conditions of soil and climate
seemed to be eminently fitted for
this variety. At a meeting of
the State Millers' Association it
was solemnly resolved that of all
the wheats raised in Michigan,
Clawson was the least valuable
for making fine flour. This was
a serious blow to the farmers of
Michigan. An investigation was
immediately instituted by Dr.
Kedzie and the results clearly
indicated that Clawson Wheat
held a front rank as a flour pro-
ducing variety. Through this
investigation confidence was re-
stored and Clawson remained the
leading wheat in Michigan.

The Doctor is known most
widely perhaps as the founder of
the present system of farmers'
institutes.  Although institutes
had been attempted before, none
were successfully established un
til Dr. Kedzie, through resolu-
tions presented to the faculty of
the Michigan Agricultural Col-
lege and by this body to the
State Board of Agriculture, sub-
mitted a scheme which was
adopted. This established the
institutes of Michigan on a solid
basis. The movement rapidly
spread, until to-day nearly every
State in the Union has its far-
mers' institutes. No one thing
has done more to bring farmers
into sympathy with our agricul-
tural schools. The world will
long remember Dr. Kedzie's val-
uable services in founding these
"colleges for farmers.” No more
fitting epitaph could be inscribed

Besides these achievements he
has written on various other sub-
jects of public interest, among
which are Ventilation of School
Buildings, Water Supply of
Michigan, Healthy Homes for
Farmers, etc. These articles
have been published mostly in
the reports of the Michigan
Board of Agriculture and State
Board of Health. He is consid-
ered an authority on the subjects
treated, and his writings are val-
uable additions to scientific liter-
ature. As an instructor, heis a
true friend to the honest and dil-
igent student, but
evil doers.!"
the teacher
the student only as he holds him

strictly to the performance of his

duties. During his long connec-

tion with the college he has made

many collections of chemical
curiosities, which are made val-
uable adjuncts to his instruction.
His lectures are interesting, com-
plete, and full of scientific truth.
F. B. Mumford, in Rural New
Yorker.

A Sound Document.

The report of the executive
committee of the Michigan State

Grange, a liberal abstract of
which will be found in theRe-
publican to-day. is significant

from the fact that it not only
opposes squarely the recent ex-

pression of the national body,
and other farmers' organizations,
in favor of making the general
government loaner-in-chief
the farming population, but

relief of the country that is re

markable for its lucidness, prac-
ticability and intimate knowledge
of the present condition which it

displays from first to last.

Unlike the crude
of the Farmers'
desired ends, Michigan Grange,
through

the questions of free coinage,
loans by government, govern-

ment warehousing, etc., presents
a plan for the first that is in full
harmony v~'Ni the present silver
and then shows the
utter unfairness and absurdity of
the "demands" for the two meas-
It discusses
rare
knowledge and appreciation of
facts and existing conditions, the
causes of agricultural depression
in all parts of the globe, recom-

legislation,

ures last named.

intelligently, and with a

mends the upbuilding and pro-
tection of the home markets.

The paper also points out how,

through the department of agri-
culture, the injuries inflicted by

the boards of trade upon agri-

cultural interests may be remov-

ed. and recommends such action.

As a whole, the report of the

executive committee of Michigan

State Grange is at once so mod-
and

of
present conditions that it could
incalculable
good if a copy of it could be
placed in the hands of every
farmer in the great northwest.—

erate, fair,
practical in

statesmanlike
its exposition

not fail to work

Lansing Republican.

Don't Be Mean, Boys.
Sometimes | wonder

goes to bed.

down the light and lies down

alone, he is then compelled to be
a
bright thought, not a generous

honest with himself. Not

impulse, not a word of blessing,

not a grateful look comes back
to him, not a penny dropped into
not the
balm of a loving word dropped

the palm of poverty,

into an aching heart, no sun-
beams of encouragement cast up-

on a struggling life, no strong

right hand of fellowship reached

out to help some fallen man to
his feet—when none of those

things come to him as the "God
bless you" of the departed day,
how a man must hate himself,
how he must try to roll
from himself and sleep on the
other side of the bed, when the
only victory he can think of is
some mean victory in which he
has wronged a neighbor. No
wonder he always sneers when
he tries to smile. How pure and
fair and good all the rest of the
world must look to him, and how
cheerless and dreary must his
own path appear! Why, even one
isolated act of meanness s

a e'terror to
He believes that
is a true friend to

to
it
outlines a financial policy for the

"demands"
Alliance for
congress to accomplish certain

its executive commit-
tee's report, takes up in detail

what a
mean man thinks about when he
When he turns

away

i s 1 t o r

Jan. 15, 1891

enough to scatter cracker crumbs sheep will have preserved all the

in the bed of the average man. joriginal

qualities of its fleece.

and what must be the feelings of i The difference in the diet being

a man whose whole life is given
up to mean acts?

continued up to the third genera-

When there is ! tion the offspring could not be

so much suffering and heartache i recognized as coming from the

and misery in the world, anyhow,
why should anyone add a pound
of wickedness or sadness to the
eneral burde.n’a Don't he mean.
oys.
th!epsr a%tttggr than commit it once.

As soon as they emerge from|]ihe farmer

the hydraulic press,
stamps are gummed. The paste
is made from clear starch, which
is acted upon chemically and then
boiled, forming a clear, smooth,
slightly sweet mixture. Each
sheet of stamps is taken sepa-
rately, placed upon a flat board
and its edges covered with a
light metal frame. Then the
paste is smeared on with a large
whitewash brush, and the sheet
is laid between two wire racks,
and placed on a pile with others
to dry. After the gumming, an-
other pressing in the hydraulic
press follows. Then another
counting —in fact, stamps are
counted no less than thirteen
times during the process of man-
ufacture. The sheets are then
cut in half, each portion contain-
ing 100 stamps, this being done
by girls with ordinary hand
shears. Next follows the per-
foration. which is performed by
machinery. The perforations
are first made in a perpendicular
line, and afterwards in a horizon-
tal line. Another pressing fol-
lows—this time to get rid of the
the raised edges on the back of
the stamps made by the dies, and
this ends the manufacture. A
separate apartment is devoted
to the packing and sending off
the stamps to different post of-
fices.

Effects of Food on Wool.

The feeding of the sheep, says
a French journal, has a most
marked influence on the quality
and quantity of the wool. In this

connection, the rules to be ob-
served are: 1. To obtain wool
of good quality and proper

guantity, the sheep should be well
fed. The increase of the wool
in length and resistance comes to
a stop if the animal be deprived
of the amount of food necessary
for it. Well-fed sheep pay for
the increased expense by the
weight of the fleece and the better
quality of the wool. There is.
however, an essential difference
to be noted in long-wooled sheep.
Too much and too rich food soon

makes the wool of short-wooled land the mixture will

sheep too long, an inconvenience
which has not to be feared in
long-wooled varieties. 2. When
the sheep receives too little food
or when the food received,
given in sufficient quantities, is
not sufficiently nutritive. the
wool preserves its fineness and
acquires a certain length,
but its resistance fails, it is de-
prived of grease, which makes
it weak, harsh to the touch, and
dry as flax. 8. Regularity in
distribution of the food is of the
highest importance, the wool
soon showing the effects of this.

in
fed

This is what is seen when,
winter, the sheep are well
with hay. grain, beans and oil
cake, and when these supple-
mentary foods are too quickly
taken away in the spring. The
wool undergoes a time of stop-
page; later, continuing to grow
under more favorable circum-
stances, the woolly hair is less
resistant, and, in a part of its
extent, covers adead spot, a real
scar, indicating thé irregularity
of growth. 4. Opinions differ
as to the action of different foods
on the wool. All however, agree
in attributing a marked effect to
fertile pastures. The fleece is
more abundant, the hair is longer
and noticeable by its softness,
whiteness, brightness and
strenght. Sturm lays down the
rule that all foods which promote
perspiration, produce a finer wool,
that is, those which include the
nutritive matters in the smallest
compass. Two sheep of the same
breed, covered with the same
wool, but differently treated, one
being for fattening and the
other in the usual way, show
quite a different variety of wool
from the first shearing. In the
first place itwill belonger, coarser
and have lost its elasticity. This
is more noticable at the second
and third shearing. The other

uffer injustice a thousand I_

same stock.—EX.

The Money Crisis'and Farm Lands.

.Wlore than one shrewd ﬁnzrn,—\
er expresses the opinion {hat

money stringency now rest-
ing upon business circles will in

the end redound to the benefit of
Indeedi the belief

postag{e lig geryeral that disasters connect-

ed with current financial disturb-
ances will continue to be, as they
have so far been, confined large-
ly to the cities. It is believed by
many that the feeling following
this must be one of distrust of
stocks and investments of various
kinds which have been so largely
absorbing the surplus cash of thie
country; and that a reaction in
the popular estimate of the value
of real estate must ensue. Should
this prove to be the case the ten-
dency will be to enhance the de-
mand for farm lands. It will be
remembered by old observers
that two or three times in the
history of the country a similar
feeling of distrust has resulted
in just this way. Whether the
current difficulties will be fol-
lowed by similar action on the
part of capitalists is not certain;
but it is among the possibilities
well worth considering in at
tempting to size up the early
future of the general business of
the country. — Stockman and
Farmer.

Care of the Manure.

When manure is thrown from
the stablesinto the yard, it should
not be piled up so as to heat and
become firefanged but spread out
and kept somewhat level so that
the cows will tramp it solid and
keep it from heating too much.
If it can be hauled direct from
the stable to the field and spread
at once, there will be no danger
of waste from heating or leaching,
but this is not always convenient
or practicable. When little or
no bedding is used in the stable,
the manure should be piled—if it
can be piled—so that the cows
Will not have to wade through it.
for they dislike very much to
wade throug a mass of soft
manure. |If the horse manure
can be mixed with that of the
cows it will be better for both
kinds, if the cow manure is very
wet, because the horse manure
being dryer will absorb much of
the moisture of the cow manure
make a
more evenly balanced fertilizer
than either would alone. One of
the profits of good dairying is
the rich manure, and it should
be carefully saved and used.—
Stockman and Farmer.

A Gem of Art.

The Detroit Journal Year Book
for 1891, just issued, is indeed a
gem of art. The cover is of rich
blue and gold, beautiful in de-
sign, the engravings of State in-
stitutions and public men are ex-
quisite, the latter including mem-
bers of the supreme court, lead-
ing G. A. R. and other society
officers, etc. All the leading
topics are clearly and concisely
treated in alphabetical order, be-
sides the full 1890 census and
complete election and other sta-
tistics.

The book is handsomely print-
ed on plate paper, has 150 pages,
and no home is complete without
a copy. Every subscriber to the
Detroit Journal gets one free of
charge. The price for extra
copies is 25 cents, by mail 30
cents. Send 30 cents in two cent
stamps to the Journal, Detroit,
Mich., and receive a copy of this
valuable work by return mail.

The most beautiful frontispiece
ever produced in an American
magazine, appears in the Janu-
ary Cosmopolitan. It is a repro-
duction in colors of Francois
Flameng's famous picture "The
Cake Seller,"” and can scarcely
be distinguished from the im-
ported photogravure which is
exhibited in the dealers' windows
at the price of $7 a copy. It is
one of the most charming of sub-
jects and well worth framing and
preservation. The Cosmopolitan
has become noted of late for its
frontispieces, and this very much
excels its previous efforts.



