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The Old Year and the New.
Abroad there lies the winter snow,
And the winter winds are wearily sighing;
Toll ye the church-bell sad and slow,
And tread softly and speak low—
For the Old Year lies a-dying.
—Tennyson.

Let him in
That standeth there alone
And waiteth at the door.
There's a new foot on the floor, my friend,
And a new face at the door, my friend,
A new face at the door.

—Tennyson.
—-————————

MICHIGAN STATE GRANGE.

T

irefers to financial wmatters to-

gether with ‘facts and figures’ to

prove the correctness of the posi-
tion taken by the Grange. And
I ask in behalf of the great farm-

ing interest which I am called

upon to represent, your careful
reading and candid consideration
'of the matters presented. Hop-
'ing the united wisdom of Con-
gress may see a way clearly to
alleviate the burdens thrown upon
the debtor class, and avert the
rapid decline in farm values, and
| with great respect.
‘ *“Yours truly.
“J. G. RAMSDELL,

| “Chairman Ex. Com. Mich. |

’

State Grange.’

' Your committee take pleasure
{in being able to report to you at|
{this time that Congress so far |

l
' resolution adopted by the Grange,
las to pass a law embodying its
'essential features, though not

the value of farm products, I am, |

present herewith for your consid- annual increase in business of
eration so much of the report as

ten per cent. would require an
annual increase of ten per cent.
of such currency amounting to
140 millions, to keep up the

present ratio of currcncy to busi-

ness.

We believe it to be the duty of |

the Government so long as it de-
termines for the citizens what
shall be a legal tenuer for pay-

ment of debts and settlement of|
damages, and through its courts

enforces such payments in the
medium it prescribes. to furnish
enough legal tender money to
the people with which to trans-

|

bankers, who of themselves con-

sume but little and produce noth-
ing. yet double their wealth every
decade by taxing the labor of
those who do produce, is to be

expected, and is one of the best

evidences of the benefit to the

producer.
That it would prevent the sale
of American securities abroad.

is one of itschief merits. The sale

of American securities abroad
entails a direct tax upon Ameri-

can production to the extent of

the interest on such securities.

Not only that, but the sale of

securities abroad induces excess-

act the business of the country | ive importations, as shown by our
without recourse te borrowing|financial history from 1862 to

from foreign captial.

people have been and are still
dependent upon foreign capital
for a large part of the means to
carry on the business of the coun-

complied with the terms of the|try. andfor this accomodation are

(obliged to pay hundreds of

;mi]lions annually from the pro-
| duct of their labor. lessening to

Report of Executive Committee | fully complying with all its terms. | that extent the national accumu-
\ This law provides for the pur-|lation of wealth.

Concerning Finance, etc.

Atourlast meeting, we present-
ed to this Grange a report upon
national finances, in which we
urged upon Congress the
necessity of an increase of legal
tender currency. To that end,
we offered the foHowing resolu-
tion: |

“*Hesolved, that we consider iti
as well as the entire debtor class
of the United States, that the
whole product of our gold and
silver mines should be utilized
by the Government, as the basis
of a legal tender money currency, |
by purchasing the entire output
of the mines at its bullion value, |
and issuing thereon legal tender
coin certificates at its coin value, |
but without coinage of either
metal until the necessities of the

| chase of four million five hundred |

| thousand ounces of silver bullion
| monthly, and issuing in payment
|treasury notes of the United
| States, interchangeable with coin,
|and made a legal tender for all

demands, public and private. | mines of over
' This action of Congress adds to|million of dollars in the

our currency an annual
of about fifty-four millions of
dollars. which, with the twenty

| millions of gold production not

used in the arts, will give an ad-

000.
The results of this legislation

It has relieved to a

’ treasury require it.”
This resolution was unanimous-
ly adopted by the Grange. and a
resolution passed requesting the |

4 ; 5 | industries and drawing in inter-
Chairman of the Executive Com- | s =
Executive Com lest and dividends its annual

mittee to supplement the report |
by a financial argument in its|
support, and to furnish each mem- |
ber of Congress with a printed |
copy of the report and argument. |

Owing to the pressure of|
official duties the Chairman was |
unable to prepare the matter to|
be submitted, until the first day |
of February last, at which timef
he forwarded to each member of |
Congress and to each Senator, a
copy of the report and argument
accompanied by the following
letter addressed to each member: 1

“Traverse City, Mich., Feb. 1, |
1890. ‘“‘Hon.—— M. C. My |
Dear Sir:—On the eleventh of
December lasi, the Executive
Committee of the State Grange
of Michigan, made a supplement- |
ary report to that Grange upon a |
subject which the Committee |
deemed of vital importance to
the farmers and debtors
of the United States The re-
port was received and vnanimous-
ly adopted by a rising vote of
the Grange. After its adoption,
a resolution was passed request- |
ing the Chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee to have s¢ much
of the report as refermd to
financial matters and caled for
legislative action on the mrt of
Congress, printed togethe: with
such further argument in Qavor
of the adoption by Congres; of
the measures proposed in the
first resolution, as \n his julg-
ment would aid to a ust solutpn
of this economic quegion, andtg
forward a copy to eaxh membyy
of Congress. In the discharg:
of that duty, I have th\ honor tc

\

millions to enrich the treasuries
of other people, at the expense
of the producing citizens of the
United States. Beneficial as
this law has been and will be,
the present universal financial
stringency which prevails in this
country. demonstrates to a cer-
tainty that the relief afforded by
the bill is insufficient.

This, the secretary of the
treasury has had the wisdom to
see, and to avert the danger of
foreign drafts for liquidation of
American securities aboard, has

from time to time drawn from the | P et :
| the entire product of our mines|clamor for credit. every intelli-
available for coinage, and that a eRt person must admit.

surplus revenue of the treasury.
money for the purchase of United
States bonds not yet due. This
mode of relief can continue only
so long as the present
available surplus revenues re-

{main unexhausted: for the mere

drawing in from the sources of
revenue, and paying out in re-
demption of bonds, neither adds
to, nor takes from the circulating
medium of the country.

Thedaily increase in pqpulation
and wealth, and the consequent
increase in the volume of business
transactions, amounting accord-
ing to the President’s annual
message, to ten per cent in the
last year, calls for a much larger
monthly addition to our legal
tender currency than the law
affords.

The circulating medium of
the the whole country, including
gold, silver, national bank notes,
silver and gold certificates and
treasury notes, amounts to over
1,400,000,000 of dollars. An

overburdened |
‘ without injury to the|
| creditor, and has turned back the |
| tide of foreign capital which was
| rapidly fastening itself upon our|

This need not and should not be
whatever difficulty might have

{lain in the way of American
| financial independence in the past,

With an
from our
hundred
precious

no longer exists.
annual production
one

?

{

increase | metals, and coin and,,; nllion in the

country amounuing

We, therefore, recommend thati
|

' the entire product of our gold
have been most satisfactory. It
| has averted the rapid decline in|
values which was taking place a |
| year ago.
lgreat extent the
| debtor

and silver mines not used in the|
arts, be utilized by the Govern-
ment as the basis for issuing
legal tender treasury notes, |
interchangeable with coin,
in  quantities  sufficient to

This the | 1874, during which time $1,800,
Governmenthas never done. Our | 000,000 in government bonds was

sold abroad. and during the same

time our imports exceeded our

exports by over one billion eighty-
six millions.
son why a country of sixty-three
millions of people. unequaled in
energy and general intelligence,
possessing the most abundant
natural resources of any country
in the world, and producing five-
twelfths of the whole world's pro-
duction of the precious metal,
should longer continue a financial
dependency of Europe.

As to inflation, the amount country with

We can see no rea- |

gain for themselves public pre-
ferment, by holding out a scheme
so enticing to the ignorant or im-
provident debtor and scheming
speculator.

What the farmers need, and
especially those who are in debt.
are greater facilities for paying
debts, not for contracting them;
better remuneration for their
labor and capital, not induce-
ments to speculate upon capital
not their own. While we believe
that the government credit sys-
tem proposed by .the Shannon
bill and its kindred proposals, if
put in operation would produce
all and much more of evil than is
before set forth; we consider that
its operation would be unjust to
the creditor class who have loan-
ed their capital in good faith,
and who are in equity entitled to
'a return of not less than the
value of the principal- when
loaned. ““He who asks equity
must do equity” is a maxim of
‘the law, and is as binding upon us
'as upon business men. We com-
|plained that the act of 1873 de-
i’ monitizing silver was an injustice
| to the farmers and debtors of the
| United States by its sudden con-
‘traction of the debt paying med-
{ium. The sudden flooding of the
treasury notes

asked for is only sufficient to would work an equal injustice to
keep pace with the increase of  the creditor class of to-day. If
business, and if not furnished at | those who were benefited by the
home must be furnished from |legislation of 1873 were the ones

est and dividend on the capital
thus furnished from
while if supplied in the manner

;-004at nine abivad or fnaneial stringency
hundred million dollars, we have and business depression must |
the basis of a coin-demand cur- | follow.
rency of $2,500,000,000 more than | instead of bei
\dition to the circulating medium | enough to supply the w
of our country of about $74,000,- | exchange.

abroad— seventeen

and the eonly ones who would
suffer, and those who were

If supplied from abroad wronged by that act the ones
ng furnished at who would be benefitted by the
ants of | home, the American people are |legislation proposed, such a

| taxed to the extent of the inter-

{course might be excusable as an
act of retributive justice; but
years have elapsed
since that great wrong was com-

indicated, that amount would be mitted: many of those who were

saved to the American people.
Self interest as well as patriotism

| should favor independent action

[frugality. have

wronged asdebters then, by indus-
try. economy and self-denying
relieved them-

on the part of our government selves from debt and have them-
meet the requirements of the in- by applying its own resources to  selvesbecome creditors to others.
crease in population and business. | the furnishing of a sufficient while many who were most

That the issuing of such notes money currency to meet the re- benefited by the act of 1873, by
should not be less than twelve| quirements of its people. recklessness and improvidence
million dollars per month, | [have themselves become debtors.

and that it should be used first, |
in payment for the bullion
purchased, and the overplus, if
any, should be used in the pur-
chase of government bonds.

For the purpose of securing to
the government the entire pro-
duct of our mines of gold and
silver, we recommend the free
and unlimited exchange of such
treasury notes for gold and silver
bullion at its coin value, less a
seigniorage sufficient to pay all
expenses attending its coinage.

Iple in contracting debts.

LOANS BY GOVERNMENT.

We regret that the National
Grange, the Farmers' Alliance
and other organizations of farm-
ers have indorsed the proposition
in one form or another to make
loans by government to the peo-
ple. We are opposed to any ac-
tion that would encourage peo-
That
the issuing of one billion of treas-
ury notes and loaning them to
the people either directly or in-

|directly through the state and

We believe that such an ex. | county organizations at low rate

|

change would practically absorb | of interest would lead to a wild
(=] "

That

. = | ~c ) v." = LT
seigniorage of from two to three 10 SY bt§e1n (‘30“}"1 ;)21(}3‘;;‘ (,20(’1 ;_S
per cent would cover all cost of | 9PCT34IOR SO guarded as 1o pre-|

transportation, assay, coinage|
and storage of silver, and would |
effectually prevent any dangerous |
influx of foreign metal.

We are aware that the course|
above outlined would raise a crop
of evil prophecies as abundant
as did the Bland bill of 1878, |
or the silver bill of the present |
year. "

antagonize the American bankers,
who would boycott the new treas-
ury notes in their clearances as
they did thesilver dollars of 1878.
That it would prevent the sale of
American securities abroad which
have to be negotiated upon a
gold basis, and that it would pro-
duce such an inflation of the
currency as to induce ruinous
speculation.

That such a course would be
antagonized by the American

70425

vent partiality and favoritism in

| its distribution, first to personal

friends of the loaning agent, and

next to his political associates,
| every thoughtful man must fore-

see. That it would create a feel-
ing of helpless dependence upon
government aid by those whom

|it is designed to benefit. thereby

relaxing their individual effort,

> | destroying their energy and self-
We will be told that it would | yeliance.

and rendering them
helpless mendicants of govern-
ment charity, every observer of
human nature must know. That
it would lead to thriftless im-
providence, relying upon govern-
ment aid or government forbear-
ance by those whom it seeks to
benefit, and prove a curse instead
of a blessing, is so plainly evi-
dent that we are surprised that
the National Grange should al-
low itself to be carried away by
the clamor of those who hope to

|

|
|
i
|
|

To the first, such action would
be a double wrong: to the second,
a double donation. Industry.
honesty and frugality wronged.
Improvidence, dishonesty and
speculative gambling rewarded.
We therefore recommend that
this Grange express its earnest

dissent  from the action
of the National Grange

in this respect. not only for the
reasons already expressed, but
for the further reason that it is
against one of the cardinal prin-
ciples of the Grange, as express-
ed in its declaration of purposes.
which teaches our members to
pay as they go and avoid the
contraction of debts.

(Continued Jan. 15.)

- —— O —

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., Dec. 8,
1890.—ED. VisiTorR:—The ques-
tion of price for land plaster is
so often brought before us, and
as it has been claimed that $3.00
a ton is too high, for the coming
season we will give the following
a trial. The price of land plas-
ter in car lots will be $2.50 per
ton, f. o. b. at mills, and for all
land plaster shipped out and paid
for by March 1st, 1891, a discount
of ten per cent. will be allowed,
$2.25 per ton.

WESTERN PLASTER AGENCY.

- —— =

COLDWATER, Mich., Dec. 13th,
1890. A." C. GLIDDEN: Dear
Sir:—The sewing machine sent
me through your agency has been
received all right. It apparently
fills the advertisement. We are
well pleased with it.

O. A. VANDERBILT.




Practical Experience with Grapes.

In the spring of 1880 | set alis deficient there is nothing like Vines could carry. _
vineyard of 2.000 vines—1,0001barnyard manure well rotted, but was over 23 Ibs. per vine.

THE

sults.

GRANGE

When the wood growth closer, but the crop was all the mission.

"V

The average
This

ISITOR.

Grapes shipped to Chi-
cago Sept. 10 and 11 netted 17c.
per basket; 12th, 18c.; 13th, 20c.

Concord, 500 Delaware and 5001it will be a year from time of ap- year the east part bore the heav-1Sept. 15th | received a telegram

of various varieties, including
Moore's, Champion, Hartford,
Ives, Lady, Martha, Worden,

Brighton, etc. The location was
a high, steep, southern exposure,
with a mixture of all kinds of
soil and very stony. It was new
land covered with stumps, some
of which were palled out, but
most of them were left until
they became rotten enough to
pull easily. At present about a
dozen of the old settlers still defy
all efforts to loosen them.

The vines were set 6x8 feet
and the ground occupied was 2"
acres. No crop was planted be-
tween the rows, but the vines
were kept well cultivated and
hoed. The second spring they
were staked at a cost of about
one cent each, last year's growth
cut back to two buds, and given
clean cultivation until the first of
August, when several days were
spent picking up and drawing off
loose stone. The third spring
the vines were all pruned to one
cane, long or short, according to
their strength. Every year the
cultivation has been the same,
beginning about the middle of
April, and cultivating every week
or ten days until the middle or
last of July. The vineyard has
been thoroughly hoed twice and
sometimes three times each sea-
son. On account of the steep
side hill and the tendency of the
soil to wash, the vines have been
trained to stakes and cultivated
both ways. The aim in pruning
has been to leave the strongest
and best ripened wood (new
growth) each year, cutting away
weak canes entirely, leaving the
old wood or main stock from two
to four feet high, and at each
hoeing breaking off all suckers
and sprouts near the ground.
The pruning has always been
very close, cutting away from j
to 5-6 of the growth.

In the Concords | have experi-
mented with several systems of
pruning, following it up year af-
ter year. In two rows the two
longest new canes were left, cut-
ting everything else away. For
the first few years these vines
bore large clustars, but lately
they fail to make sufficient wood
growth. In two other rows four
to six new canes were cut back to
about two feet long, but aside
from being a bother to keep so
many short canes tied up | could
see no difference from the rest of
the vineyard. In the next two
rows all the canes were cut back
to two buds, leaving the old wood
each year. This system has
made so much old wood that |
have had to cut away considera-
ble in the past two years in or-
der to get between the vines with
horse and cultivator.  Vines
pruned this way have too many
small clusters. In the next two
rows a bush was formed about
one foot above the ground. From
this three or four of the strong-
est new canes were left at each
pruning, about four feet long;
the last year's bearing canes be-
ing cut away and other new canes
being cut back to two buds.
This plan gives the best results.,
The clusters average better and
the vines seldom fail to produce
good canes for the succeeding
crop. |If | were starting a new
vineyard to be trained to stakes,
I should follow this manner of
pruning, but unless the ground
Is very steep and hilly | prefer
training to posts and wires.

Three years ago | applied half
a ton of bone meal to the poor-
est spots. Fearing it would be
washed away on the steep hill-
side if applied broadcast, it was
put in holes made by a hop bar,
one pint in each hole, or one
pound to the vine. | have been
disappointed in the result. The
bone is still in the ground. The
grape .roqts have clustered
around it more or less and per-
haps benefit will come in the fu-
ture. Nitrate of soda and muri-
ate of potash were applied on
portions of the vineyard last
spring, but with questionable re-
sults. | have used wood ashes
more or less at different times,
and have about come to the con-
clusion that the soil does not
need potash. A cat hole near by
had filled up with the wash from
the adjacenthillside. This dried
mud was drawn up the hillside
on astone boat and spread among
the vines with the best of re-

plication before you will get anyj

iest crop, averaging fully three

benefit; too much manure is a def-1baskets to the vine, while the

riment.
to six years
pruning, stakes which will push
over or break off are removed
and new ones take their place. |
cut stakes eight feet long. When
they rot off they are still long
enough to set again. After a
hard wind, just before the grapes
ripen, many vines will blow
jdown, and if not picked up the
grapes seldom ripen up good.
With me Champion. Hartford
and lves yield about the same
quantity as  Concord, but
the quality, especially of Cham-
pion, is inferior. Moore's does
not yield paying crops. Worden

Stakes last from three: ontf ¢ !
Every spring, in!standing its previous dressing of

yield on the west side, notwith-

bone, was noticeably lighter.
Until this year we have always
picked in holders, drawn the
grapes to the packing house and
packed the following day. This
gave them time to wilt, and a
good packer could easily make
her baskets weigh 10 Ibs. This
year local buyers came in and a
basket was a basket with them,
provided the grapes were good
and baskets packed full. If very
lightly packed they would shade
the price a trifle. Considering
this, we determined to pack di-
rect from the vines, and were

l'is almost like Concord, is sweet Well satisfied with the result. By

as soon as colored, but will not
keep as long. Brighton is the
sweetest grape, but an uncertain
cropper. Martha and Lady
have usually borne fair crops
and are of good quality. Salem,
Wilder. Agawam and Lindley |
usually put away in the cellar for
winter. They have never paid
as market grapes.

I am naturally fond of figures,
and when planting this vineyard
| opened a separate account with
it. In these figures no estimates
have been made. Every item of
expense and every hour's work
has been charged up. Of course
it would be impossible to enter
into details in ashort article like
this. To make it brief | have
prepared a table giving the total
annual yield and sales, expense
and profit of the 2,000 vines.

The land (2i acres) cost 1175;
the vines $100.64 (vines cost more
10 years ago than now); and the
cost of plowing, setting, culti-
vating, etc., was $42.94, making
a total of $318.58 the first year.
The expense for the second year
amounted to $74.25, making the
cost $892.83 to January 1st, 1882,
and no receipts:

Cost prun-

ing, cultiv'g Profit.

harvest'g etc.
132.73
97.29
"7-77
122.09
13560
25;.28
140.14
114.28
207.14

Yield  Net sales

grapes Ibs. grapes.
18R? 4400 195-99
1883 4500 218.72
1884...... 8750 312.36
1885.. — 7875 245-62
1886.. 6050 182.71
1887 ‘20655 621.63
1888 9180 278.06
1889 4255 137-70
1890 18000 559-93

63.26
121.43

194-59
123.53

47 "
370.35
137-92

23-42
352.79

83665 2752.72 1318.32 1434.40

In the spring of '85 | planted
1,000 Concord vines with a view
of seeing how cheap | could
grow grapes. The location was
high and free from frosts, but
not steep enough to wash; soil a
strong gravelly loam, which
would produce 25 bu. wheat or
100 bu. corn to the acre. A clo-
ver sod was turned under and
fitted as for corn, marking 4x4
feet, and one year vines set at
every alternate mark, making
them 8 feet each way. Two
weeks later corn was planted ex-
cept at the marks where vines
had been set. The field was
kept thoroughly cultivated and
hoed the rest of the season, and
the corn gathered more than
paid for the cultivation. The
second spring the vines were
staked and corn again planted.
In hoeing, the two strongest
shoots were tied to the stakes
and all others rubbed off. This
left the vines in good condition
to bear the second season, but
for some reason the crop was
very light and the receipts for
grapes were less than what the
corn crop had been the previous
year. The fourth spring posts
and wires were set, the bottom

close figuring we could bring the
cost of picking, packing, and de-
livering at the depot to 2c. per
basket, but.it could not be done
with inexperienced help. One
hundred baskets is a good day's
work for a packer, and one man
can cover for about five packers.
To give the figures for the six
years: The land occupied was 13-5
acres; total cost the first year
was $135.75; the second year in-
creased the cost to $156.75; the
third year the crop of grapes
amounted to 1800 Ibs., and net-
ted only $25.60. However this
paid expenses and $1 over, the
reason being that very little work
was put on the vineyard, other
and better paying fruit demand-
ing attention. The fourth year,
on account of wiring, the expense
was $63.14. but the net sales of
grapes amounted to $186.42, leav-
ing a profit, of $123.28. The
yield was 12.048 Ibs. The fifth
year a cold rain storm mixed
with snow came the 30th of May,
when the vines were in blossom,
and blighted the crop. The yield
was only 4575 Ibs., but they sold
for $110-55, leaving a profit over
expenses of $41.71. The sixth
year. (1890) the expense of prun-
ing, cultivating, hoeing, etc..was
$30.34. It cost $75 to market
the crop, and the baskets, 2709.
cost $94.827'630 Ibs. were. .sold
by weiglxY t§ home consumers,
which if packed would have
made a total crop of 2912 bas-
kets from 1000 vines. The entire
expenses for the year were $200.-
16; receipts, $655.92; net, $455.-
76—about 250 per cent, on the
investment.  Who wants to go
to California?

Nearly every variety of grape
requires different treatment,
either in pruning, distance apart,
or in richness of soil. Moore's
Early requires a rich soil, and as
yet | have not been able to make
itproduce paying crops. The cut-
worm, steel beetle lath and rose
chaffer prefer Moore's to Con-
cord, and | have sometimes
thought that might be the trouble,
but aside from this they make a
poor growth. Delawares need
plenty of room, notwithstanding
they are a slow grower. The
past season vines set 6x8 feet
produced 8 Ibs. per vine; 8x8, 9
Ibs. per vine; and a row of 40
vines, 8 feet apart and 20 feet
from the next row produced 19
Ibs. per vine. Concords at the
latter distance produced a less
number of pounds, but ripened
their crop so the vines were
cleaned at the first picking. Of
the Niagara | have had but little
experience; 100 vines set two
years ago bore only 15 lbs. of
grapes this year. T have been

wire 25 feet and the top 5 feetunable to keep them in good con-

high. In the strongest vines
four canes were left in pruning,
two for the bottom and two for
the top wire, but many of the
vines were so small that only the
two bottom canes could be left.
The crop this season was good,
averaging 12 Ibs. per vine. We
picked and shipped about one
third of the vineyard, and the
balance sold on the vines at 12c.
per basket (about 8 Ibs.) The
west side bore the heaviest crop,
where the soil was the lightest.
In order to equalize matters |
sowed 400 Ibs. bone meal on this
side the following spring. The
fifth year (1889) the crop was
again light, only 4£ Ibs. per vine,
but the vine made a tremendous
growth. Last spring we cut
back to four canes, except where
a vine had made an extra rank
growth, when six canes were left.
I do not know of a vineyard in
the county that was cut back

dition, while Empire State, picked
at the same time, is in good con-
dition now.

It is often stated that grapes
pay at 2c. per Ib. The average
net price received for Concords
in 1886 and 1887 was only 17-10c.
per Ib., picking and packing to
come out of this. In '88 it was
1 8-10c. per Ib.; in '89, 2 2-10c.;
in '90, 2 4-10c.; in'85, 2 6-10c.;
in '82, 29-10c.; in '84, 3c.; in '83,
3 6-10c per |Ib.

The net price received for Del
awares was in '82. 7c.; in '83, 6c¢.;
in '84, 6Jc.; in '85, 5 9-10c.; in
'86, 4£c.; in '87. 4c.; in '88, 5c.;
in '89, 4c.; in '90, 4 1-10c. per Ib.

On account of the scarcity of

other fruit this season, grapesl;. w.

have sold well considering the
enormous crop all over the coun-
try. At Lawton local buyers
came in and the bidding was

from Chicago: "Grapes selling
for 26c¢.; ship all you can." 26c.
in Chicago would net 20c. at Law-
ton, but | sold for 23c. at Lawton.
and the price held at 22c. to 24c.
to the end of the season. At the
same time Chicago quotations
were all the way from 20c. to 27c.

What the future of grape grow-
ing will be, with its rapidly in-

lan. 1,1891

time concerning the opinions of
those in a position to observe as
to how prices will range a few
months hence. Experienced op-
erators seem quite confident that
all kinds of choice fat stock will
range pretty high next spring.
Especially is this the case with
cattle, and many look for equally
as high prices for hogs. We do
not see any reason for expecting
anything extraordinary in the
way of values for sheep, although
there is certainly good ground

creasing acreage, no onecan tell. Ifor hoping that very satisfactory

Competition will be strong, and

only those localities having fa-

vorable soil and good shipping

facilities can make it profitable.
A oA. H. SMITH.

Controlling Production to Estab-
lish Prices

Eastburn Keeder, a member of

the Pennsylvania State Board

of Agriculture, said ina public

address:  'Agriculturists must

organize to regulate and control

production and establish thel
prices of  their products.”
This  would be a  desir-

able attainment if it could be ac-
complished—»but can it be accom-
plished? Agriculturists  can
organize just as miners, mer-
chants, mechanics and railroad
men do, and as hundreds of
thousands of farmers have al-
ready done, but can they regulate
and control production? Could
any man tell this fall when he
sowed his seed whether his crop
will be an average one, more than
an average, less than an average,
or nearly a total failure, like the
potato crop, in some places, and
the apple crop over the whole
country, the present year?
When the farmer has well pre-
pared a fertile soil and sown his
seed he can do nomore but watch
and hope. He cannot regulate
the weather, bring on "the
former and latter rain,” nor pro-
tect hiscrop against its thousands
enemies. "Neither is he that
planteth anything, neither is he
that watereth: but God that
giveth the increase."

Manufacturers can and do
regulate and control the amount
of their production, either by
organization or without it. After
making proper allowance for the
breaking of machinery they can
tell very nearly what will be the
yearly output of goods when
running on full time,. and make
contracts for their sale with a
reasonable certainty of being able
to fill them. They can also in a
great measure  establish and
maintain the prices if their pro-
ducts by concert with each other
or without it. When they find
that the markets are getting too
full of their goods, and that pro-
fitable prices cannot be maintain-
ed if production goes on, they
either put down wages or stop
their mills till the market has re-
covered a healthy state, and then
they start up again. With ever
so strong an organization it would
be utterly impossible for fa rmers
to do this, for the reason already
stated, that they cannot control
the production like the manufac-
turer.

In all "trusts" and combina-
tions of individuals to control
prices there has always been
found great difficulty in keeping
all the members faithful to the
agreement. Some of them, less
scrupulous than others, in order
to increase their sales soon begin
to sell at less than the "card
prices," and when it becomes
known to the others the combina-
tion fallsto pieces. Representa-
tives of the great railroads in
this country have often met and
agreed upon rates for carrying
freight and passengers, but in
less than a year it would be found
that some of the roads were violat-
ing the agreement and "cutting
rates;" than a railroad war would
ensue, and for a while they would
"cut each others' throats," to the
benefit of the public and injury
of the stock-holders. If a com-
paratively small number of men
cannot be kept true to a contract
is it to be expected that a much
larger number can be held?
Among several millions of
organized farmers would there
not be several thousand who
would not readily obey the orders
of their officers at headquarters?.
INGHAM, in Stockman and
Farmer.

Next Spring’'s Mutton Prices.
Those preparing for feeding

prices will be realized. There is
nothing to indicate heavy supply
of sheep for next spring's mar-
kets, and in the nature of the
case the number of sheep made
thoroughly good cannot be very
large. Those who are prepared
to cater to the best mutton trade
may feel perfectly safe in pre-
paring for it at once. —EX.

What A Horse Would Say If He
Could Speak English.
Don't hitch me to an iron post
or railing when the mercury is
below freezing. | need the skin
on my tongue.

Don't leave me hitched in my stall

at night with a big cob right
where | must lie down. | am
tied and can't select a smooth
place.

Don't compel me to eat more
salt than | want by mixing it with
my oats. | know better than any
other animal how much | need.

Don't think because | go free
under the whip | don't get tired.
You would move up if under the
whip.

Don't think because |am a
horse that iron weeds and briars
won't hurt my hay.

Don't whip me when | get
frightened along the road, or |
will expect itnext time and maybe
make trouble.

Don't trot me up hill, for | have
to carry you and the buggy and
myself too. Try it yourself some
time. Run up hill with a big
load.

Don't keep my stable very dark,
for when | go out into the light
my eyes are injured, especially
if snow be on the ground.

Don't say whoa, unless you
mean it. Teach me to stop at that->
word. It may check me if the
lines break and save a runaway
and smash-up.

Don't make me drink ice cold
water, nor put a frosty bit in my
mouth. Warm the bit by hold-
ing it a half minute against my
body.

Don't forget to file my teeth
when they get jagged and | can-
not chew my food. When | get
lean itisa sign my teeth want

filing.
Don't ask me to "back" with
blinds on. | am afraid to.

Don't run me down a steep hill,
for if anything should give way
I might break your neck.

Don't put on my blind-bridle so
that it irritates my eye, or so
leave my forelock that it will be
in my eyes.

Don't be so careless of my har-
ness as to find a great sore on me
before you attend to it.

Don't forget the old book that
is a friend to all the oppressed,

that says: "A merciful man is
merciful to his beast."—Farm
Journal.

Until the American Harvester
Co. is fully organized, and has its
plans matured, it is not at all
probable that there will be much
buying of binding twine. If,
however, a contest is to be in-
augurated between the American
Harvester Co. there is likely to
be a good deal of music in the air
before the robins nest again.
Members of the harvester com-
pany have freely declared that
one of the purposes of their or-
ganization was to secure to the
farmer cheaper twine. In other
words, that 1t is their purpose to
fight the alleged twine trust.

Wher | find a boy who raises
popcorn, or chickens, or honey,
or strawberries, or onions, | just
like t* take that boy by the hand
and daim relationship; and when
our great nation of people get to
wh«« they cai offer the boys en-
couragement in the way of good
prijes, we are on the road to
belter thiug*. | allude especially
to the boys that go outin the
felds and work for themselves
vnder GodS clear sky, instead of
tanging jround the factories,
begging ffra chance to be " boss-

sharp, resulting in very little sheep the coming winter are nat-,€d” by. somebody.—Gleaning, in
fruit going to Chicago on com- urally quite solicitous about this Bee Cuitare.



