
" T H E FARMER IS OF MOEE CONSEQUENCE T H A N THE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED." 

Yol. XIY—No. 15. KALAMAZOO, MICH., AUGUST 1, 1888. Whole Number 28 7. 

O F F I C I A L D I R E C T O R Y 
"Officers Rational Grange. 

Master—PUT DAKDEN ....Mississippi 
Overseer—JAMES <). DRAPER..Massachuset ts 
Lecturer—MOKT. WHITEHEAD-.New Jersey 
Steward—X. X. CHAKTTERS . . . .Virginia 
Assistant Steward—J. H. HALE.. .Connect icut 
Chaplain—A. J . ROSE Texas 
Treasurer—F. M. McDOWELL New York 
Sec'y—JNO. TRIMHLE, 514 F St., Washinjrton 
Qate Keeper—A. N. BROWN Delaware 
Ceres—MRS. KATE DARDEN Mississippi 
Pomono—MRS. J . C. DRAPER-.Massachusetts 
Flora—MRS. M. E. LUCE. Michigan 
Lady Ams't Steward—MRS. H. A. SIMS. .Kansas 

Executive Committee. 
J . M. BLANTON, Chn Farmville, Virginia 
J . H. BRIGHAM 
J . J . WOODMAN. 

Delta, Ohio 
Paw Paw, Michigap 

Officers Mich ¡(/an State Orange. 
Master—1THOS. MARS Berrien Centre 
Overseer—JOHN HOLBROOK Lansing 
.Lecturer—JASON WOODMAN PMW Paw 
Steioard—WM. SHAFFER Lansing 
Assistant Steward—A. E. G REEN, Walled Lake 
Chaplain—I. N. CARPENTER Sherman 
Treasurer— E. A. STRONG.. .Vieksburg 
Secretary—J. T. COBli— Schoolcraft 
Gate Keeper—J. C. GOULD Paw Paw 
Cere*-MRS. S. L. BENTLEV Eaton Rapids 
Pomona—MRS. PERRY MAYO.-.Battle Creek 
Flwa—MRS. J . C. GOULD Paw Paw 
L. A. Steward-MllS. A. E. GREEN, Walled Lake 

Executive Committee. 
J G RAMSDELL, Clm _ .Traverse Citi-
l i . D. PLATT  
F. W*. REDFERN  
J . Q. A. BURRINGTON-
A. E. PARTRIDGE 
E. L. HART 
GEO. B HORTON  
THOS. MARS, I ft,'-officio 
J . T. COBB, f ^ U l l t C W ) 

\ psilanti 
Maple Rapids 

Tuscola 
Flushing 

.Otsego 
Fruit Ridge 

Berrien Centre 
. . . Schoolcraft 

e. G. LUCE 
MRS. PERRY MAYO 

General Deputies. 
Lansing 

Battle Creek 

Special Deputies. 
C. L. Whitney, Muskegon, Muskegon, and 

Ottawa Counties. 
W M R O S E . .Summit City, Grand Traverse Co 
B E R T W A L K E R Irving, Barry Co 
J C G O U L D Paw Paw. Van Buren Co 
H P W H E E L E K Jonesville, Hillsdale Co 
W W. K E . » T Inland, Benzie Co i. G- CHiN'utEK. Sylvaui«, O., for Monroe-Co 
W I L K . E S E. S T U A R T Fremont. Ncwiyeo Co 
FBVKST L HABT .Otsego, Allegan Co 
R O B E R T T R E B Y Birch Run, Saginaw Co 
G E O R G E L C A R L I S L E - . K a l k a s k a , Kalkaska Co 
Jwrnfls A. Courtright, Duck Lake, Jackson Co 

.Flushing, Genesee Co 
Elwell, Gratiot Co .nur iu imi i iD, nu iwu v.« 

„ „ „ -Flat Rock, Wayne Co 
Burnet t .Bancroft , Shiawassee Co 

»s Williams Eastport , Antr im Co 

James A. Courtright, 
A. S. Par t r idge- . 
I™I JL^tch a t tV-:V/-:"-North Burns, Huron Co 
John Welle 
E. S 
J a m e s . . "/.y.Aorikn, Lenawee Co 
F A ¿ i r e 3 Ferris, Montcalm " 
De Nathan L. P a r m e n t e r - Gaylord, Otsego 
W. H. Mattison Ionia, Ionia 
J . F. Muir - lmlay City, Lapeer 

Michigan Grange Stores. 
A STEGEMAN, Manager .---Allegan 
E. R. OSBAND, Manager--- North Lansing 

C O N T R A R Y to generally conceived 
opinions this year of tlie presiden-
tial campaign is proving a good one 
for Grange work. The March meet-
ing held with Summit Grange, the 
report of which was lost in transit, 
with the money order, was a de-
cided success, one member declar-
ing it to be worth more to him than 
all others he had attended. A com-
mittee on legislative action was 
appointed. An interesting report 
of the last session of the State 
Grange was read loy thp Pomona 
delegate. The tariff was thorough-
ly discussed in open Grange in the 
evening, and with essays, recita-
tions, etc., the time was very prof-
itably and completely filled. 

The June meeting, held with Sil-
ver Lake Grange, was fully equal 
to the last in point of interest and 
numbers. The first steps toward 
the Grange exhibit at the county 
fair were taken. A motion was 
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A S P E C U L A T I V E correspondent of 
the Union Signal estimates what a 
man might do if he refrained from 
smoking six months. He could, 
she avers, send his wife from Chi-
cago to Chautauqua and return, in 
eluding an entrance ticket to the 
assembly grounds during the en-
tire session of brilliant lectures, 
concerts and restful treats, and a 
tr ip to Niagara Falls. If, by 
some superhuman effort, he could 
do without his smoke for a whole 
year, he might go with her, renew 
his youth and revive the joys of his 
long ago honeymoon. There are 
things not drempt of in the philos-
ophy of some husbands in the sol-
emn words: "With this ring I thee 
wed, and with my worldly goods I 
thee endow, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. o. 

passed requiring each Subordinate 
Grange to appoint a committee of 
one to select an awarding commit-
tee of three outside the Order. This 
exhibit comprises five divisions: 

1. Grains and seeds. 
2. Garden and field vegetables. 
3. Frui t . 
4. Food products. 
5. Manufactured articles. 
Each division drawing a first, 

second and third premium. At 
the public meeting in the evening 
the township school district sys-
tem was taken up, upon which a 
lengthy discussion followed. Those 
favoring the system were support-
ed by a paper by Hon. H. R. Gass, 
State Supt. Estabrook's circular 
No. 8, and the school law of Indi-
ana. At both these Granges, Sum-
mit and Silver Lake, we found a 
lively "contest" progressing, which 
was adding largely to their inter-
est and numbers. 

A . P . GBAY, L e c . 
Grand Traverse Pomona Grange. 

too many of our Grange members 
from the Grange. I t wont do; come 
out and let us know yon are alive. 

A U N T K A T E . 

A s we have j ust finished picking 
raspberries for to-day, we will pen 
a few words for T H E VISITOR. We 
are at home and oh, so busy! 
"Why, I cannot see why you 
should have so very much to do," 
did I hear some one say? Only 
three in the family. Yes, but come 
and see what we have done and 
what we are doing,I and perhaps 
then you will know tmere are many 
things besides eowniyn housework 
that are quite* ¿icssi!)» for its wom-
en to cbo, eithtei' frqci,,necesf«i*y 
pleasure, a c c o r d i n g ^ circumstan 
ces require. i 

Wha t about the cibps 1 In our 
county there is the pporest crop of 
wheat we ever had; plover hay al-
most a failure; oats land corn look 
fair, but late; the sqine with pota-
toes, and all need rain very much; 
frui t quite plenty. The hot, dry 
weather, or something else, keeps 

Other States. 
IT will interest your Iowa read-

ers to know that there are four ac 
ti ve Granges in Buena Vista county, 
viz., Silver Lake, Harmony, Little 
Cedar and Golden. Today they 
held a joint reunion and picnic. 
The day was all that could be de-
sired. The meeting was held in 
the grove of Bro. E. J . Cole, of Sil-
ver Lake Grange, and the members 
of that Grange had spared no pains 
in preparing seats and erecting and 
beautifying a stand for musicians 
and speakers. An excellent pro-
gram, consisting of vocal and in-
strumental music, recitations, se-
lect readings and declamations, was 
carried out in a manner highly 
creditable to the different partici-
pants. After partaking of a boun-
tiful dinner the meeting was ad-
dressed by J . E. Blackford, Master 
of the State Grange, followed by 
the Hon. G. L. Dobson, represen-
tative in the legislature for this 
district. Everybody seemed pleas-
ed and the people seemed loth to 
separate. W e may safely say that 
the Grange cause has been advanced 
by today's meeting. Arrange-
ments were made for another meet-
ing in September, and resolutions 
passed endorsing Gov. Larabeeand 
our railroad commissioners in their 
efforts to control the railroad cor-
^W^tiuua ,.:.<' the S&site- 1 

A . F . M O R S E , 
Master of Silver Lake Grange. 

knowledge, whetBfer of words or of 
thinqx, t h u s , combining the charac-
teristics of a Cyclopedia and a dic-
tionary, including in its vocabulary 
every wor<J*wliich has any claim to 
a place in the English language. 
Its form of publication is unique in 
its plan—thè "Ideal Edit ion" its 
publisher calls it, and the popular 
verdict seems to sustain his claim 
It certainly is delightfully conven-. 
ient. I t will not be strange if this 
proves to be the best popular 
Cyclopedia. I t certainly is worthy 
of examination by all searchers 
after knowledge. The publisher 
sends specimen pages free to any 
applicant. John B. Alden, Pub-
lisher, 303 Pearl St., New York, or 
Lakeside Building, Chicago.—ED. 

t 

200 ALL WOOL SUITS 
TO BE CLOSED AT 

D E A R S I R AND B R O T H E R : — E n -
closed please find stamps for the THE 
G R A N G E VISITOR, to be sent, as 
formerly, to Modesto, Stanislaus 
Co., Cal. 

Our wheat crop, the staple here, 
will be short, not more than half a 
crop. The reason is, too much dry 
weather in the winter and spring. 
Our people have formed an irriga-
tion district, containing 108,000 
acres of land between the Stanis-
laus and Tuolumne rivers, includ-
ing Modesto, and we are looking 
forward to a new era of prosperity 
when the ditch water shall come to 
assure us of summer as well as winter 
crops. My regards to my old 
Michigan friends. Your friend as 
ever, V I T A L E. B A N G S . 

Modesto, Ju ly 16,1888. 

Before you have your house 
painted take a glance at the Roberts 
place, east of the Grove House, 
which the agent, Joseph Mason, has 
had recoated. The paint used was 
the famous Ingersoll"Patron Paint,;" 
it was applied by George Rood and 
a handsomer, better job was never 
done in Vineland. Mr. Mason, in 
common with other Vinelanders, 
has used the "Pat ron" brand for 
years, and for beauty, durability 
and spreading qualities, he can find 
nothing to equal it. I t seems 
especially adapted to this climate 
which is very trying on paint, 
causing most kinds to crumble and 
rub off like whitewash. The Inger-
soll paint, however, lasts for years, 
retaining its beautiful finish to the 
end. Mr. Dowler, living on the 

bGlow.lOhestnut avenue,! 
SayS he WOUld nse no otlier, wLito 
the appreciation in which it is held 
elsewhere is evidenced by testimo-
ials like this, for instance: 
Fermanagh Grange, 787, P . of. H. \ 

Juniata Co., Pa., June 7, 1888. } 
B R O . I N G E R S O L L , D E A R S I R : — 

Please send me another lot of paint, 
the last lot having given such excel-
lent satisfaction. 

Fraternally yours, 
G . W . S M I T H . 

See "ad." Patrons' Paint Works. 

emu nin ni ME. 
We will sell good Cedar Posts in car 

lots for six cents each on board ears 
here Culls, four cents each. Freight 
rates to all points in Michigan, eleven 
cents per 100 pounds. Terms, cash on 
shipment. 

M. C. KELLEY & CO. 
Muskegon, Mich., July 20, 1888. 

MONTH can be made 
f o r us. Agents 
horse and give 

Four Styles of Cheviots and 
Cassimere Suits, 

STRICTLY ALL WOOL 

1mm®f Pitei $10 and $11 
$6 BUYS AST QM OF THESE SUITS, 

$75 to $250 woK 
S^SSgMtMBSS 
vacancies in towns and cities. B . * . j u n ^ o u . « 
X CO.. 1009 Main St. Richmond Va. d-l.it. 

PEERLESS DYES So™BYDBU<raraT& 

Houseman, Donnally I Jones, 
RELIABLE AND SQUARE DEALING CLOTHIERS, 

34, 36 and 38 Monroe St., Corner Waterloo, 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN. 

THE Order is gaining in Colora-
do. Has more than doubled the 
number of live Granges, and tre-
bled the number of Patrons. Water 
has been scarce this year in the 
streams, owing to the limited snow-
fall in the mountains last winter, so 
the irrigating ditches have had a 
very short supply, and crops are 
burning badly. I saw what pur-
ported to be a full list of presiden-
tial nominations in the last issue of 
T H E VISITOR, but strange to say, 
the Union Labor nomination was 
left out entirely, and its head, A. 
J . Streeter, is an old Granger long 
in the cause. Am afraid those 
strawberries mentioned will turn 
out to be Gould and Yanderbilt 
berries. R - A. S O U T H W O R T H . 

Colorado, Ju ly 23. 

Alden's Manifold Cyclopedia. 
The second volume of this work, 

now on our table, even better than 
the first, fulfills the promise of 
the publisher's prospectus. I t is a 
really handsome volume of 640 
pages, half morocco binding, large 
type, profusely illustrated, and yet 
sold for 65 cents; cloth binding only 
50 cents—postage 11 cents extra. 
Large discounts even from these 
prices are allowed to early sub-
scribers. I t is to be issued in about 
thirty volumes. 

The Manifold Cyclopedia is, 
in many ways, unlike any other 
Cyclopedia. I t undertakes- to pre-
sent a survey of the entire circle of 

The following is a complete list 
of Presidential tickets as now made 
up. Help yourself. 

United Labor ticket—For Presi-
ident, Eobert H.Cowdrey; for Vice-
President, W. H. Wakefield. 

Union Labor .National ticket — 
For President, A. J . Streeter; for 
Vice-President, C. E. Cunningham. 

Republican ticket —For Presi-
dent, Benjamin Harrison; for Vice-
President, Levi P. Morton. 

Democratic t i cke t—For Presi-
dent, Grover Cleveland; for Vice-
President, Allen G. Thurman. 

Prohibition ticket — For Presi-
dent, Clinton B. Fisk; for Vice-
President, John A. Brooks. 

Equal Bights ticket—For Presi-
dent, Belva Ann Lockwood; for 
Vice-President, Alfred H. Love. 

On account of the Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Reunion the Lake Shore 
and Michigan Southern Railway 
will sell tickets to Allegan and re-
turn at one fair for the round trip, 
August 20 to 24 inclusive, good to 
return not later than Aug 25. 

By way of encouraging readers 
to report useful lessons of their ex-
perience Colman's Rural World 
says: "Farmers are too apt to keep 
their ideas to themselves and so if 
i t is an erroneous one they continue 
to follow it at a loss perhaps for 
years, when if they would be more 
communicative they would get r id 
of these and get better ones instead. 
And if one has a good idea he 
should not be afraid to tell it to his 
neighbor. If one man can grow 
fifty bushels of corn to the acre by 
a certain mode of culture, while 
none of his neighbors can raise 
over thir ty by their methods, he 
does not injure himseif in the least 
by telling how he does, but will, in-
stead, benefit himself while he is 
benefiting his neighbors." 

y 

] 
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ddmmumcations. 

The Assessor and Assessed. 
On the proper ty possessor now the wicked old 

assessor 
Steals with watchfu l eye and stealthy, cat-

like t r ead ; 
But the honest old p. p. soon lets the villain 

see 
What a ¡rood th ing ' tis to have a level head. 

So he smiles on the assessor, does the proper ty 
possessor. 

And he bids hiin t ake a seat and rest awhile. 
His look is mild and f r a n k as the o. a. fills t he 

blank, 
With an honest valuation on his pile. 

" H a v e you stocks or bonds?" "Not any— 
That is, t ha t ' s worth a penny." 

"No horses, cows, or sheep, or mules, or asses; 
No dogs of ei ther sex?" "Sir, my wife won't 

let 'em vex her ," 
And so clean down the list he passes. 

"Oh, tha t old plug is Josie's, and the cow is 
Uncle Mose's, 

But if you want to, why, jus t put 'em down. 
That dog? Oh, he's a s t ray Tom found the 

¿ y . other day; 
Some f a r m e r lost him, I expect, in town." 

"You wont t ake tha t old phaeton, the one tha t 
John got beat on? 

Waal, pu t her in, we'll say a t fifteen dollars. 
Tha t crazy old pianner? I t belongs to Sister 

Hanner , c, 
'Taint hardly worth a box of paper collars. 

"My watch? 'Twas bought f o r gold, bu t then 
i t ' s d readfu l old, 

I 've tried to give the old th ing to the boys. 
The one tha t Josie carries? I reckon tha t is 

Harry 's , 
Her beau—that 's him out in Illinois. 

"Waal, ves, I guess tha t ' s f a i r ; " and then he 
takes a swear 

To the lies he told about his pelf and plunder, 
And the wicked old assessor leaves the prope-

ty possessor, 
Thinking, "Can't some honest people lie 

like t h u n d e r ! " —Indiana Journal. 

FROM MY DIARY. 
A Word about Evolution. 

What is evolution f I t is some-
thing that has been occupying the 
attention of scientific men a great 
deal since the late Mr. Charles 
Darwin published his work called 
the "Origin of Species." Still evo-
lution is nothing but an old theory 
that learned men and philosophers 
have had their say about, all along 
from the earliest period in the 
world's progress till the present 
time. Mr. Darwin has merely sim-
plified and more fully developed 
what he has termed evolution, as 
the American people have simpli-
fied and more fully developed a re-
publican form of government, 
which has in some form or other 
existed among nations from the 
ancient times till our day. While, 
as stated, evolution is nothing but 
an old theory, yet some modern 
scientists seem to be perfectly sat-
isfied that they have actually found 
in it the "open sesame" to all the 
myst'eries of nature. For, the 
theory first put forward, as an ex-
planation of t j e orii-Vu." 
'species, has gradually, f f t f i variOUS 
ingenious modifications, been ap-
plied to the explanation of nearly 
all existing things. I t began by 
telling how man, evolved from a 
monkey, had lost his tail; it went 
on to tell how man had gained his 
conscience, and then, invading the 
region of unwritten history and 
higher life, it went on with its in-
vestigations, rejecting everything 
that would not be proved by a 
scientific test. And, although it 
found many a tangle and "Gordian 
kno t" that it could not unravel, 
yet science, bold and fearless, like an 
Alexander, was bound to conquer 
the entire world; consequently the 
mysteries and Gordian knots that 
it could not solve, or unravel, it cut 
with the keen blade of evolution, 
and threw away as unscientific, and 
hence worthless. Thus it has 
attempted to brush -away and dis-
pose of the bible, the christian re-
ligion, the efficacy of prayer, and 
the christian God. But this is not 
the course taken by the broad, 
scientific men, but by the "hotspurs" 
of science, who have not only at-
tempted to unravel the mysteries of 
the earth, but that of the other 
world, for— 

"They have mounted the steps 
Of the i r ladder so high, 

F rom the round on the top 
They can reach to the sky." 

And not being able to solve the 
mysteries of spiritual life, they have 
condemned what they could not 
solve. Herbert Spencer, being hard 
pushed in regard to the lack of the 
moral element in his philosophy, 
went to work and invented or wrote 
his "Data of Ethics." So of Hux-
ley, driven by the argument of the 
friends of Christianity, he has been 
forced to concede what he could not 
reason away. 

But, as stated, the scientific test, 
now-a-days, is evolution. All 
things are solved by that. This 
reminds one of the French philoso-
pher, Condorcet, who had carried 
the science of mathematics so far 
that he claimed to have discovered 
an algebraic formula, by which he 
could arrive at correct judicial de-
cisions. I t was only necessary to 
pu t a statement of the facts, in a 
given case, into his formula, and it 
-would bring out the correct solu-
tion. So with Spencer and Huxley, 
evolution is the formula; put your 
facts into tha;t, and the solution 
brings out scientific truth. Huxley 

puts the christian prayer into his 
formula, evolution, and the solution 
is—unscientific. Hence prayer is a 
humbug. And so of Christianity 
—it is unscientific, and the bible, 
also, they do not stand the test, 
hence they are untrue. These 
modern philosophers read every-
thing by the light of science, 
and where that does not shed 
its rays it is darkness —and 
they exclaim, "nothing there!" 
For their "light <*f science" has be-
come a "will-o'-the-wisp," that is 
leading them astray into the 
swamps and morasses of unscien-
tific difficulties. Now we have 
had great thinkers in every age 
who have read by the light of science. 
Plato read by such a light, and 
found, as he said, that man needed 
a model higher than himself to go 
by—a superior being. But these 
modern savants know nothing 
superior to themselves, and their 
investigations. Like Adam Bede 
they judge everything by their own 
standard, and hence find nothing 
higher nor better than man. The 
idea of a God never dawns upon 
the mind of such men—they see 
nothing higher nor better than evo-
lution, and this material earth. 
But Adam Bede found that he was 
mistaken, that there was a higher 
standard for him to go by, and hence 
he had to square his life to that. 
But these late scientists make no 
such discoveries—they never get 
beyond themselves and their 
science. Socrates read by the light 
of science, and found a God super-
ior to any that the Greeks had wor-
shipped. The great philosophers, 
and great thinkers of the ancient 
world, read by the same light, "from 
nature up to nature's God." 

Even the poor Indian 's un tu tored mind 
"Sees God in the clouds and adores Him in the 

wind." 
Bacon, Milton, Locke, Agassiz and 
Asa Gray, found science the school-
master who taught them the way 
to immortal life. But some of the 
modern evolutionists find science 
the schoolmaster who teaches them 
the way to infidelity or rank athe-
ism. They cry out, "evolution is 
here, and it has come to stay!" 
Yes, if it proves to be true, it will 
stay, if not it will "go to meet the 
wolf of Romulus, and Remus." 
Come to stays i t stays with Hux-
ley and Spencer and their ilk, as a 
scientific theory, inimical to the 
christian religion and the bible. 
I t came to stay with Asa Gray, but 
his evolution included the Uicisne flio triblc, arret til« Clll'I&fiUill' 
religion. John Fisk believes in 
evolution, but he also "believes in 
the immorality of the soul as a 
supreme act of faith in the reason-
ableness of God's works." Evolu-
tion stays with Mauiice Thompson. 
He says of i t—"I do not expect that 
men ever will find the secret of life 
locked in a cell or in any other 
minute division of matter. Still I 
believe in evolution; I feel it, I see 
it; but it is evolution by God's law, 
bounded by His limiting purpose. 
I see no clash between Christianity 
and science. Geology tells me the 
same story that Moses and the 
prophets tell me; the birds sing it, 
the flowers hint it, the winds mur-
mur it, the aspirations of my soul 
are founded on it." Now Huxley 
and Spencer will call this rank, 
scientific heresy. Their evolution 
repudiates Moses and the prophets, 
the miracles, and the efficacy of 
prayer; repudiates the very things 
that Gray, and Fisk, and Thompson 
say it sustains. The difficulty with 
these "hotspurs" of science is, they 
would "lift the veil" and seek to 
penetrate into the mysteries be-
yond. This science cannot do. 
" I grant," says Bishop Thompson, 
"there are mysteries in godliness, 
and so there are in nature. There 
is mystery in the dew and in the 
deep—mystery in the sun and in 
the moon — mystery covers the 
ancient mountains—mystery dwells 
in the lasting hills. But can learn-
ing penetrate these mysteries? A t 
the line which man cannot cross 
the savage and the sage are upon a 
level." v. B. 

Thoughts on the Salutation of the 
Order. 

LRead before Grand Traverse County District 
Grange, No. 17, J u n e 14,1888, and published by 
request . ] 

All husbandmen by their labor 
manifest more faith in God than do 
persons of other occupations, al-
though many do not like to admit 
it. When spring has returned to 
gladden the earth with a new birth 
of leaf and blossom, the farmer goes 
forth to sow and plant his fields 
with the seeds of grain which he 
has carefully stored through the 
long, cold winter. Maybe if you 
meet him going to his work and 
ask him about his faith in God he 
will say that he has none. He 
thinks the earth flew off from the 
sun and whirled itself right, and 
things got agoing somehow and so 

they keep agoing» governed by na-
ture's laws. Ask him then who or 
what made the sun and he don't think 
that is anybody's business. Yet he 
does not sow to chance nor to blind, 
unguided nature. He knows that 
if he sows wheat or oats he will 
reap the same. There can be no 
mistake, no blunder there, for down 
in his heart lie knows and is glad 
that it was not Tom Payne, nor 
Darwin, nor Ingersoll, nor any hea-
then philosopher or modern profes-
sor who said. "Let the earth bring 
forth grass, the herb yielding seed 
and the fruit-tree yielding fruit af-
ter its kind, whose seed is in itself 
upon the earth." 

He confidently expects to reap a 
harvest, though it was neither of 
the so-called "searchers for t ruth" 
who said, "while the earth remain-
eth, seed time and harvest, and cold 
and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease " 

I t is really, then, the eternal de-
crees and promises that the tillers 
of the soil rely upon. The good 
Patron places faith in God, and 
goes about his work with a psalm 
in his heart, "The day is Thine, the 
night also is Thine, Thou hast pre-
pared the light and the sun. Thou 
hast set all the borders of the earth, 
Thou hast made summer and 
winter." 

And while he plants and sows he 
nurtures hope that the labor of his 
hands may not fail. Sometimes 
there are many discouragements, 
bad seasons occur, the early or the 
latter rain is withheld, but there is 
always the hope that it will be bet-
ter, and that hope sustains while 
the fields are again plowed and 
sowed- Indeed there are so many 
disappointments in agricultural 
pursuits that were it not for the 
hopeful spirit implanted in the 
heart of man, the earth would be-
come a wilderness of weeds and in-
sects. I t is hope that lightens the 
toil and imparts cheerfulness and 
courage. 

"Behind the cloud the sunshine lurks . 
Through showers t he sunbeams fa l l ; 

And God, who loveth all his works, 
Ha th left his hope with all." 

The good Patron's hope is not 
entirely for himself, that his grain 
and fruit harvest may be plentiful, 
and his barns well filled, but he 
hopes for the good' cause he has es-
poused in the interest of toiling^hu-
manity; he hopes for his neighbors 
and for the troubled and distressed 

charity that "¡uiffereth long and is 
kind ; " that !f?als the broken spirit 
and forgives the erring; that has 
patience witl the weaknesses of 
friend and fot. 

The Amerii m farmer has great 
need of the chai'ity that "envieth 
no t / ' for many of them feel that 
they are not in the right place; 
that there are better situations for 
farming somewhere else, or they 
can make mcney faster in some 
other occupation, and so are led to 
sacrifice a present good for an un-
certain bettei. Too often bitter 
disappointment is what they find. 

A good Patron seeks to better 
his surroundings in every way, and 
so improve on methods and man-
agements as to get the most of hon-
est profit for his labor, the most 
comforts of life for himself and fam-
ily. He is noted for fidelity in the 
field, by the fireside, in public af-
fairs, everywhere he is faithful. 
Much the worlr}. needs examples of 
fidelity. Unfaithfulness to-day is 
destroying friendships, breaking up 
families, robbing the worker, filling 
the public institutions with crimi-
nals and paupere, and leaving help-
less childhood to destitution and 
suffering. Fidelity is given by 
measure to some as a natural qual-
ity of the heart, yet all may school 
themselves to be faithful if hope 
and charity abide. Sometimes 
friends are troublesome and erring, 
and theie seems to be no use to try-
any more to do them good ; but Fidel-
ity says, "Stay by they are yours; " 
Charity throws o\^r them her mag-
ical cloak, and Hope whispers "It 
will be better to-morrow." 

Sometimes there are temptations 
to give up the struggle of life. Bil-
lows of trouble have rolled over and 
nearly overwhelmed. The hands 
are feeble, and the* proud head 
bowed. Efforts have seemed vain 
and useless the feeble endeavor. 
Yet Fidelity says; "Stay by, your 
work is not yet done ; it is not for 
you to judge of your failures or 
successes. I t is all recorded up 
yonder and some day you will 
know as you are known." 

There have come dark days to all 
Granges as every patron knows. 
Some member has done a little 
wrong, and some other has been 
uncharitable and said something 
hard, and bitterness has crept in, 
and it seems that the Grange cause 
is a snare and delusion, and Grange 

friendship a myth. Yet the good 
Patron will persevere. There, as 
elsewhere, Fidelity says, "Stay by; 
you have identified yourself with 
this cause; you have pledged your-
self to i t ; it is yours You stood 
before the book of God when you 
took those obligations. The cause 
is just and right. Work earnestly 
to eradicate the weeds of discord, 
look well to the good of the Order, 
and persevere in all your good re-
solves, regardless of what others ( 
may do, and with faith and hope I 
and chairity all may be well." 

M R S . A . K . M C K E E . 

Improve the Present. 
IThefollowing is an essay read by Sister Rosa 

S. Elkins dur ing our contest last spring, this be-
ing the last t ime she ever at tended Grauge and 
onlv f o u r weeks prior to her decease. All ' 
th rough her illness she maintained a lively 
interest in the Grange contest and was at the 
t ime she last attended really not able to be 
the re ; but like a good Pa t ron she always at-
tended Grange when she could. 

MRS. O. G. W ATKINS.] 
How many of us make the best 

possible use of the present? In fact 
are we not constantly pondering 
over the past, of pleasures, or dis-
pleasures, or the future with joyous 
expectancy? But the here and now 
of our every day life to us seems 
dull and common-place and worth 
little. What we might have done 
in the past we regard with a certain 
fondness, what we might do in the 
future with eager anticipation, 
what we can do in the present with 
doubt and distrust. The feeling 
seems one of nature for at this 
moment the thought comes to me,' 
"Once it would have been no effort 
to have written this essay, at pres-
ent it is a dread, at some fu ture 
time, perhaps, it would have been 
mere pleasure." 

There are few of us that willingly 
take today by the hand and turn it 
to its proper use or perhaps we feel 
it has no available use. at all, yet if 
we so frequently fail to habituate 
ourselves to the duties of the mo-
ment, when tomorrow is today shall 
we regard it as any better worth, or 
do any more wisely with the new 
possession? Yet we all know, or 
ought to know, that if we do any-
thing with tomorrow, we must be 
making ready today, for when to-
morrow comes rising over us it may 
be so full of varous opportunities 
that if we have not our plans erect-
ed we may fail to draw these oppor-
tunities to their intended use. 

We are too apt to have that con-
tempt for today, which we have for 
aii fn-ruitiar things, and disregard its 
opportunities, just as we think we 
could have done so much better if 
we had been born in some other age, 
or had the opportunities some 
others, have or just as we are apt to 
think if we are poor that with 
wealth we could have sprung up^ 
ward to untold wonders; or if we are 
rich, that perhaps poverty would 
have spurred us to a worthy exer-
tion. 

We delay the disagreeable duty, 
put off the laborious effort till to-
morrow, and for what purpose? 
Because tomorrow is another coun-
try, an unknown region, and be-
cause the person of tomorrow is 
quite another person from the per-
son of today; so very much anoth-
er that the person of today saves 
himself all the difficulty and trou-
ble possible by pushing it over to 
the person of tomorrow. I t is only 
another form of that selfishness 
that we exhibit when we indulge 
ourselves in any pleasure of the 
present for which we know tomor-
row will bring in a heavy price and 
penalty for us to pay. The person 
of today is to have the pleasure, 
and the person of tomorrow is to 
pay the bill. The present is all that 
we certainly have, and to let it slip 
by unimproved is to make ourselves 
so much the poorer, since the mo-
ments we improve are ours forever. 
But the moment we do not seize, 
do not improve, escapes us, 
never enriches us. The present 
is as safe as time, tomorrow 
is vague as eternity. Eternity 
may have its own use, we know 
nothing about i t ; it is among the 
infinite things, and we are among 
the finite. The uses of time we 
know well, and that one of them is 
to make ourselves complete for our 
course through that infinity. What-
ever the present be, whether the 
time to weep or for rejoicing, the 
time to love or the time to hate, i t 
is only those that live in it that 
can do anything with it, and they 
who forget all its claims and live 
only in the future, live only to and 
for the future. 

M E S . R O S E S . E L K I N S . 
Grattan, Kent Co., Mich. 

Bless the Farmer Boy. 
A character often written about 

in fishing stories is the barefooted, 
tanned and freckled farmer's boy; 
that very chap I , saw coming to-
ward me as I was peering through 
the bushes to find a place 

Where I could throw. His twink-
ling eyes seemed to be comparing 
my trim "lance-wood rod with his 
birch pole, and the silk waterproof 
line with the cotton cord that the 
wind was whipping in the air. He 
watched as-1 cast in the riffles, and 
chuckled as he saw myr line come 
back empty so often. He thought 
to himself, " I can beat that ," and he 
d id ! Going back to the edge of the 
slashing, he threw in his l ine; it 
hardly touched the water when he 
shouted, "Look'er will you ?" and 
a nice trout I saw dangling at the 
end of his cord. Not only one, but 
four times did he do it, and that, 
too, in the very waters I had so 
carefully fished. Bless the farmer 
boy! Under his slouched hat is ten 
times more wood lore than many of 
us possess. He can tell you as the 
warm spring days come where the 
pheasant is building her nest; how 
many eggs the quail had yesterday 
down in the tangled weed in the 
old pasture lo t ; he cannot tell the 
name, but he knows that brown 
bird with spotted breast sitting 
yonder. In the deep shadows of 
the woods it sings a sweet song that 
softly echoes among the great trees 
like the tinkling of silver bells, 
while he sits on the moss-covered 
rock and listens until the shadows 
turn to darkness; down the old log 
road he hastens home to dream of 
the dark woods anu green meadows, 
of the foaming waters that rush by 
the great rocks, of the deep, quiet 
pool, barred over with the shadows 
of the alders and where the trout 
hide away. Bless the farmer boy ! 
—Forest and Stream. 

CINCINNATI RESPLENDENT 
With Her One Hundred Days' Fes-

tivities. 
Cincinnati's jubilee in honor of 

the 100th anniversary of the settle-
ment of the territory now compris-
ing half a dozen of the most 
wealthy and prosperous States of 
the Union, is in full blast, and the 
old city is in a blaze of glory. The 
arrangements (or this notable Expo-
sition, which continues from the 
Fourth of Ju ly until the 27th of 
October (100 days and nights), were 
made on a most liberal scale, a fact 
due to the grand liberality and 
business sense of her monied men, 
who subscribed to a guarantee fund 
aggregating one million and fifty 
th^v«a«nd<ioiiars to defray expenses. 
Wi th a portion of this sum, 
immense buildings, well erected, 
which, in conjunction with her per-
manent structure, known as the 
Springer Music Hall, which has the 
largest stage in the world, and an 
auditorium capable of holding 
8,000 people, gives an area of forty-
three acres of buildings under one 
continuous roof, and which affords 
nearly a million square feet of ex-
hibiting space. Among the attrac-
tions will be a separate display from 
a dozen States, a Government ex-
hibit from Washington City, an 
electrical display of unexampled 
magnificence and brilliancy, and 
exhibits in Machinery, Horticul-
ture, Agriculture and an A r t Col-
lection, the finest ever seen in this 
or any country. All the railroads 
have consented to run on excursion 
rates, and in consequence Cincin-
n a t i will be the Mecca of millions 
of visitors from every section of 
the land. 

The Century for August. 
The August Century will be issued 

on the first day of the month as 
usual, in spite of the fire which did 
such serious damage to the editorial 
and business offices of the magazine 
The contents of this issue—thé 
Midsummer Holiday Number 
will include an account of Mr 
George Kennan's first meeting witli 
political exiles in Siberia. Readers 
of this series of articles on Siberia 
will be interested in a biographical 
sketch of Mr. Kennan (with por-
trait), in this number, written bv 
Miss Anna Laurens Dawes a 
daughter of Senator Dawes ' in 
which win be explained Mr Ken-
nan's peculiar fitness for his task 
his previous knowledge of Russian' 
affairs, etc. 

The success of some of the agents 
employed by B. F. Johnson & Co 
Richmond, Va., is t ruly marvelous' 
I t is not an unusual thing for their 
agents to make as high as $20 to 
®30 a JtSZ' a n d sometimes their 
profits rnrftpp as high as $40 and 
$50—even more. But we hesitate 
to tell you the whole truth, or you 
will scarcely believe we are in ear-
nest. Wri te them and see for your-
self what they will do for you. 

A pail of milk left two minutes 
or longer in a strong smelling stable 
will absorb a taint that will never 
leave it. ' 




