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IOWA. 
Y o u may remember that last May Algona 

Grange, No. .1684, organized a sort of civil war, 
or contest, the Grange dividing into two equal 
sides, which were under the leadership of chosen 
captains, 25 credit points being allowed for a 
song, declamation, essay or select reading, 75 
for reinstatement of an old member, 100 for a 
new member, etc.,—the losing side to furnish a 
dinner for the Grance. Nov. 28 the contest 
closed, the winning side scoring 5,665 points 
against the losing side which had 4,445. 

It was decided that the losing side should also 
buy a barrel of apples w ith which to treat the 
Grange. Dec. 4, the day fixed upon for the 
dinner, was bright, though cold, the thermome 
ter registering 20 degrees below zero.' At an 
early hour the Patrons and their families began 
to assemble in the Grange hall, where the fore-
noon was passed very pleasantly in conversation, 
music, etc. The dinner, which a king might 
have envied us, was then prepared and eaten. 
The number present was estimated at about 150. 
It was not until a late hour that they dispersed 
to their homes. 

Now we think it would be well for every 
Grange, not only in Iowa, but in every state in 
the Union, to try this plan. It is the best tonic 
yet discovered for sleepy Granges. Since start-
ing this contest we have taken in 18 new mem-
bers, besides having had much entertainment 
and amusement, each person trying to do some-
thing to help "our side." Try it. G . B. 

-Algona, Iowa, Dec. 5, '86. 

[THIS jotting should have appeared in the last 
issue but was overlooked.—ED.] 

OUR Grange is in a prosperous condition and 
is increasing In numbers every meeting. We 
went to Council Bluffs the 18th inst. to hear Bro. 
Whitney. He talked for nearly two hours to 
rather a small house, but wish every farmer in 
the State of Iowa could have heard that lecture. 
It was worth going across the State to hear. I 
wish we had more such workers for the Grange 
as Bro. Whitney is. He was on his way to Ne • 
braska where he expects to be for about four 
weeks. He promised to stop here on his way 
back and deliver a lecture. Such work is what 
we need if we can only get the people out to 
listen to them. < A. JUDSON. 

Silver City, Iowa. 

MICHIGAN, 
WHILE reading Mr. Cortland Hill's strictures 

upon some words used in my article on political 
prohibitionists I felt more like thanking him for 
the frank and kindly spirit in which they were 
written, than replying to the strictures. The 
term I used (anarchists) though a strong one, 
has seemed to me and many others a fit one to 
apply to those political prohibition leaders who 
say that their object is ,to. create revolt or confu-
sion in all temperance organizations that do not 
join in with them and work with them on their 
plan. But "let us agree to disagree," and let 
bygones be bygones. ' V . B. 

EDITOR VISITOR:—I would like to ask a few 
questions through the medium of the VISITOR 
about the Dayton Hedge Company of Ohio. 
Has it made an assignment to a Mr. Somebody 
called the Michigan Hedge Company? If so, 
can the latter enforce a contract with a person 
who contracted with the former? Or, vice versa, 
can the person enforce a contract with the Mich-
igan Hedge Co. made by the Dayton? 

These things kind of puzzle my dim knowl-
edge box. 

I presume there are hundreds of miles of 
hedge set by the Dayton Hedge Company in 
Michigan alone, and thousands of dollars col-
lected from farmers the first, second and third 
years after planting. Aud as it was the fourth 
year the company agreed to what they call 
"splash," and wire down,' and then have a tight, 
permanent fence, I for one (if rumors are true) 
feel mighty" 'spicious" that there is a niggahon 
de fence, or under it, or else on de side ob de 
fence." Is this another eye-opener? 

W I L L I A M L E H R . 
Athens, Calhoun Co., Mich. 

GILEAD Grange is indeed forlorn at the pros-
pect of losing the hub, as it were, of our Grange 
w h e e l . A . R . B O N N E T . 

IN our last VISITOR I notice a call to remon-
strate against reissue of patents on spring tooth 
harrows. Here I think is a chance for the 
Granges to put in some good work. I suggest 
that each Subordinate ¿¿range appoint one or 
more members to canvass each township thor-
oughly. It should be done in all the states 
within the next month. Our State Grange can 
do some good by becoming responsible for actual 
expenses as allowed by Subordinate Granges. 
Almost every citizen will sign a remonstrance in 
this direction if somebody will take the trouble 
to circulate it. Hoping we will be successful in 
this work I remain, yours fraternally, 

Bangor, Mich., Nov.'28. B. B. GROSS. 

ENCLOSED please find a P. O. money order for 
$10.50 to pay for the VISITOR to each family in 
our Grange, in pursuance with an action taken 
at the regular meeting of Madison Grange last 
night, the money to come from the Grange 
treasury. 

Would that all Granges would adopt the same 
rule, that e.ach Patron might have access to the 
VISITOR and its financial strength be increased. 
Otherwise those who need it most are least apt 
to take it. E. W. ALLIS. 

A COUNTRY like the United States, embracing 
an area of 3,000,000 square miles, and with a 
population of 55,000.,000 people, with diversified 
climate and interests, requires a ruler of rare 
wisdom and the most exalted talents. But few 
men in the Republic can be found equal to the 
task. And yet in this government it is said the 
people rule! A man who can not write his 
name can deposit a slip of paper, which he can 
not read, in the ballot box and be numbered 
among the rulers of a mighty nation! Bismarck 
and Gladstone, the two giant statesmen of the 
world, had to tax their utmost energies to devise 
rules adapted to the ever-changing wants of a 
mixed community. And yet in this country we 

often choose men to fill high positions who can 
not rule successfully their own households—men 
who can not control iheir owjv passions and ap-
petites. In the United States there have, always 
been two parties, and this is right, for no Repub-
lican government can be tnaintained any length 
of time without two parties. Even the Great 
Master above has niver attempted to rule the 
solar system without using two opposing forces. 
These two forces arc constantly operating against 
each other, not for the purpose of destroying 
each other, but to hold each in check so that 
neither one shall destroy the system. The two 
forces being equal and exactly balanced, the 
endless perpetuity of the system is established. 
So it should be with political parties. They 
should be as nearly equal in power and numbers 
as possible, and instead of abusing and trying to 
destroy each other, they should only strive to 
hold each other in check and work together to 
build up the government and make it perpetual. 
But instead of this, «hen either party gets into 
power the first thing they do is to turn out every 
one who has had anything to do with the former 
administration, and probably if they could do it 
would forever prevent their bothering them any 
more. At d no matter what party it is, or what 
they are made of, let them have full sweep, with 
none to hold them in check or restrain them, 
and in a short period they will run the best gov-
ernment on earth into the ground. 

C l i n t o n C o . C O R T L A N D H I L L . 

RED WILLOW Grange, No. 628, held the third 
regular meeting last evening and had a pleasant 
and interesting meeting. 

We begin to see the influence of our Order by 
the applications for membership now coming in, 
and we bespeak for Red Willow Grange a strong 
working, membership in due time. 

We experienced on the 16th of Nov. one of the 
hardest storms known here since the settlement 
of this country. The snow came from the north 
west, driven- by a wind that was almost a gale, 
and it raged from 6 o'clock P. M. on the 15th un-
til 4 o'clock A. M. of the 17th. At that time the 
canyons and ravines we.e nearly full of snow, 
and people living in them had to dig their way 
out. 

The loss of cattle and hogs in tljis county ¿vas 
quite large, while south ^nd west of us it was 
very heavy. We have h»ip leasant days but 
cold nights since the storm. j£ 

I rejoice with Michigan Patrons in the election 
of Bro. Luce, and I hope that Michigan farmers 
may realize through him their highest ambition. 

D e c . 5 . L . C . R O O T . 

OUR Grange (154) Watson, held its election 
Saturday and transacted Grange business; be-
sides, we had a very nice picnic dinner in fami-
lies or groups,—the dishes are easier to pick out 
that way. Albert Hoffmaster is our future Mas-
ter; A . J. Lonsbury, Secretary. The best of 
feeling' prevailed. Forty-seven votes cast. 

N. H A M P S H I R E . 
I ENJOY the reading of the VISITOR very much 

and heartily congratulate Michigan on the elec-
tion of Bro. Luce as Governor, and the selection 
of Lansing as the next place of meeting for the 
National Grange. I am confident it will be a 
valuable meeting. With fraternal greetings from 
New Hampshire Patrons, I am yours cordially, 

W M . H . STINSON, , 
Master Jf. H. State Grange. 

rtitts o f M e e t i n g s . 

HILLSDALE County Pomona Grange will hold 
its next session at Fayette Grange hail, Jones-
ville, January 5, commencing at 10 AT M. 

Forenoon session devoted to the business of 
the Order. Afternoon session will be devoted tp 
the installation of officers, question box, and as 
much other work for' the good of the Order as 
time will allow. The program will be inter-
spersed with music. 

We desire a full attendance of Patrons. 
J. E . W A G N E R , L e c . 

THE next meeting of Kent Co. Grange will be 
held on the 22d inst. at the .W. C. T . U. hall, 
Grand Rapids, east end of Pearl St. Bridge in-
stead of the Supervisors' rooms, as previously 
mentioned. Election of officers will take place, 
and other important business. IOHN PRESTON. 

THE annual meeting of Newaygo Co. Pomona 
Grange, No.. II, will be held, at the Fremont 
Grange hall Dec. 28 and 29. Ia addition to the 
usual routine of reports of officers and commit-
tees and election of officers for the ensuing year, 
the following reports, essays and topics for dis-
cussion will be taken up: 

1 . Reports fiom the State Grange. 
2. Report of committee on farm implements. 
3- The best crop on my farm, and how I 

raised it. Wm. Hillman and John Barnhard. 
4. How strikes affect the farmer. A Ter-

willager. 
5. What can our County Grange do toward 

securing the passage of the bill now pending in 
Congress, and known as the "Hatch Experimen-
tal Station Bil l ," and whit benefits would farm-
ing derive from its passage? J. H. Macumber 
and W. L . Stuart. 

6. Select reading. T . Taylor. 
7. Has the Grange done all that was prom-

ised in the .direction' of co-operation? If not, 
why not? James Robertson and ,T. D. Carlisle. 

8. Should the recommendations of the special 
committee of Sparta Grange upon the question 
of taxation, as reported--in the GRANGE VISITOR 
of October 15, 1886, (first page, second column), 
be adopted? JU V.,Crandell and S. V . Walker. 

9. Has the Grange done all that was prom-
ised towards discountenancing the credit system 
and the mortgage system (see "specific objects" 
in the Declaration of Purposes)? If not, why 
not? W. W. Carter a n d E . R. f l a r k . 

M . W . S C O T T , L e c . 

THE annual meeting of the Ionia County 
Grange will be held at City Hall in the- city of 
Ionia on Wednesday, Dec. / 22, at 10 A. M.; the 
election of officers and other important business 
will come before the meeting. A full 'attend-
ance of all members is all Fonrth 
Degree members are c j t fSS'r f •? o v u '* l to be -3 tj'A. I N M A S .JMftSter. present. f 

THE next meeting of the Lowell District 
Council will be held at Vergennes Hall on Sat-
urday, January 8, 1887, at 10 o'clock sharp. 
Patrons, it is very necessary that you should bear 
the sound of the gavel at this hour, as at this 
meeting the election of officers will occur, and 
our literary program should not be omitted. 

D . H . ENGLISH, M a s t e r . 

ALLEGAN County Council will hold its annual 
session at Allegan Grange Hall, December 21. 
The program is 

1. Opening song by Allegan Grange «choir at 
10 o'clock A. M. 

2. Reading the minutes of last meeting. 
3. Report of the standing of the Council by 

the Secretary, Sister N. A. Dibble. 
4. " T h e Grange and the Knights of Labor," 

Bro. Myron Squiers, of Plainweli. 
After dianer— 1. Song by the choir. 
2. Review of the work of the Council for the 

past year and the outlook for the coming year, 
by the Lecturer, Sarah Stegeman. 

3. Report of the Treasurer, Sister Ellen Mc-
Alpine. 

4. Election of .officers. 
5. Report of delegates to State Grange. 
6. Suggestions for the good of the Order, by 

volunteers. 
A good attendance is desirable. Come one, 

come all, that are interested. Dinner will be 
furnished by Allegan Grange. 

MP.S. N . A . D I B B L E , S e c y o f C o u n c i l . 

Michigan Crop Report for De-
cember , 1886. 

For this report returns have been received 
from 672 correspondents, representing 555 town-
ships. Four hundred and fifty-seven of these 
returns are from 351 townships in the southern 
four tiers of counties. 

The condition of wheat in the southern four 
tiers of counties is 95, in the northern counties 
102, and the average for the State is 97, 100 
representing vitality and growth of average 
years. The condition in the southern counties 
one year ago was 94, and in the northern coun-
ties 96. Damage by fly is reported by 105 cor-
respondents in the southern four tiers of coun-
ties, and by only two in the northern counties. 
As usual the damage is greatest in St. Joseph 
County. Many ol the correspondents in this 
county state that the crop is "badly injured." 
The number of correspondents in each county 
reporting damage by fly is as follows: 

Allegan 3 
Barry 7 
Berrien 3 
Branch 31 
Calhoun 4 
Cass 2 
Clinton 6 
Eaton 2 
Genesee 3 
Hillsdale 3 
Ingham 3 
Ionia 4 
Jackson 9 

Kent 3 
Lapeer 
Lenawee 9 
Livingston 3 
Macomb 2 
Monroe 2 
Oakland 2 
Ottawa 4 
Shiawassee ;.». 1 
St. Clair 
St. Joseph 10 
Van Buren 6 
Washtenaw 

Kalamazoo 2 Wayne j 

Total. ; l°S 
Reports have been received of the quantity of 

wheat marketed by farmers during the month of 
November at 258 elevators and mills. Of these 
213 are in the southern four tiers of couhties, 
which is fifty per cent, of the whole number of ele-
vators and mills in these counties. The number of 
bushels reported marketed is 1,411,896, of which 
312,777 bushels were marketed in the first or 
southern tier of counties; 435,948 bushels in the 
second tiar; 266,548 bushels in the third tier; 
279,061 bushels in the fourth tier; and 117,562 
bushels in the counties north of the southern four 
tiers. A t 35 elevators and mills, or 14 per cent, 
of the whole number from which reports have 
been received, there was no wheat marketed 
during the month. 

The total number of bushels of wheat re-
ported marketed in August, September, Octo-
ber, and November, is 6,125,754, which is 1,623,-
116 bushels less than reported marketed during 
the same months in 1885. 

_ The yield of clover seed in the southern four 
tiers of counties averages one and-56-hundredths 
bushels, and in the northern counties two and 
13-hundredths bushels per acre. Less than one-
half of the correspondents in the northern coun. 
tieá make any report on clover seed, but of these 
a number report exceptionally large yields. 
Horses, cattle,'sheep and swine are generally re-
ported in "good, healthy, and thrifty condi-
tion." 

In answer to the question "Was the potato 
crop injured by rot this year?" 181 correspond-
ents in the southern counties and 90 in the 
northern answer " Y e s , " and 220 correspondents 
4n the southern counties, and 112 in the north-
ern answer " N o . " In the southern counties ten 
per cent., and in the northern five per cent, of 
the crop was destroyed. 

T H E C E N T U R Y for January will con-
tain a brief biography of George Ban-
croft, the distinguished historian. The 
article is written by Professor Sloane, 
editor of the "Princeton Review," and 
formerly the historian's private secre-
tary. The article is written. with the 
assistance of Mr. Bancroft, and contains, 
among other things, an account of' his 
career as Secretary of the Navy under 
President Polk, and an authorized 
statement of his interviews with Goethe 
and Byron. 

We are in receipt of two copies of 
new literary ventures, namely, The La-
dies World and The American Farmer's 
Home Journal. The one is edited by 
Miss F. E Fryatt, the other by Dr. Geo. 
E. Blakelee, formerly editor of the Ohio 
Farmer-, both are (bright original and 
practical in their pages, freely illustrated 
and altogether pre-possessing in ap-
pearance. We welcome them to our 
table and fraternity and commend them 

Santa Claus in Trouble. 
How very much I've wondered, 
And o'er the problem pondered, 

While busy with my toys— 
If I should once grow sick or numb, 
What ever could or would become 

Of all the girls and boys! 

Without a Christmas they can't live, 
So Santa Claus must work and give; 

But oh! my labor's ponderous! 
My wares, to gratify and please. 
T o give youth joy, and parents ease. 

Must be both good and wondrous. 

Rushing flood and wildest panic, 
Which startle banker and mechanic, 

Dare never make me quail; 
For not a girl nor any boys 
Could hold esteem for Santa Claus, 

If once his funds should fail. 

But I am growing old, my dears, 
And cares increasing with the years 

That multiply so fast. 
When I was young I took my ease; 
The children few nor hard to please— 

How different was the past I 

I'm busy now both day and night, 
I plan and work with all my might 

From one year to another. 
I've journeymen and 'prentice, too, 
A helpful and industrious crew 

Who work like bees together. 

I've many shops in every land, 
Where busy head and busy hand 

Fashion toys and fabrics rare; 
I've ships in sail on every sea, 
That bring the precious goods to me, 

Through all weather foul and fair. 

On Christmas eve I 'd ne'er get through, 
But for the help of an extra crew 

Who work with heart and hand; 
Some on teams with coal and with wood. 
Others on foot with baskets of food, 

Hurry along over the land. 

- They hunt up the needy and starving poor 
Whom I, in my haste from door to door. 

May chance to ovedook 1 
Making no noise for the world to hear, 
They throw in a smile and word of cheer. 

With here a toy and there a hook. 

And of such help I need much more— 
A fact I've hinted oft before 

In sermon, prayer and boolf; 
And here announce my need again, 
As I, with worried thought and pain. 

Survey the grim outlook 

Of thousands with no laid-up stores, 
O cruel fate! as near their doors 

The wolf of hunger draws. 
Then help me, all ye wise and good, 
And endless, boundless gratitude 

Is yours, from Santa Claus. 
—Mary Wiley. 

Threshing Corn Again. -
G A L E S B U R G , D e c . 3 , 1 8 8 6 . 

F R I E N D J. T. C O B B : — S i n c e writing 
you some two weeks ago on this subject, 
I have talked with some more of oar 
prominent farmers who have tried the 
new experiment. 

Thaddeus Clapp states that he has 
threshed some 500 bushels of his corn 
by the new process and is pleased with 
the result. Of course, the corn stalks 
are very dry this season, and there will 
be no trouble about their keeping. The 
corn, he thinks, is cut considerable and 
it might injure it for public sale,but not 
for feeding, and this is what it is mostly 
used for by the farmer or those who boy 
it. In regard to the corn keeping, that 
is yet to be determined. In small quan-
tities there would be no danger. Far-
mers can thresh-as they want to use the 
feed. As regards "the indigestible part" 
that Mr. Spaulding refers to, Mr. Clapp 
says sheep and cattle will only eat what 
they like ot the stalks thus threshed, 
and they surely will eat more than they 
do of the corn stalks fed the old way. 
The threshers say they would as soom. 
thresh corn as wheat. They say it is 
not as dusty work. 

Wm. A. Blake, one of our large far-
mers, is also pleased with the new way 
of utilizing the corn crop. He confirms 
substantially what you said in your 
editorial in the V I S I T O R of December r. 
He has threshed „600 bushels of shelled 
corn and is so much pleased with the 
result that he intends threshing the re-
mainder of his entire corn crop, some 
1000 bushels. Thus you see that oar 
farmers are-decidedly in favor of this 
new way of disposing of the cohi crop. 
Mr. Blake says the teeth in the concave 
can be partly taken out so that the c o m 
will be cut but little. He thinks this a 
cheap, quick and safe way of utilizing 
the corn crop after it is put in the 
shock; it will save the farmer a great 
deal of labor and expense. 

J. D. Hart, one of our farmers, says 
he lately saw a machine in Illinois that 
harvested the corn in the field, tied it 
into bundles as the wheat binder does 
the sheaves. This machine, with the 
new threshing process, will make corm 
raising much easier and more profitable. 

V. B. 

. » C R I B E f o r t h e G R A N G E V I S I T O R . 
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Mmutumtcaiioxts. 

"Whom the Cods would Destroy 
they first Make Mad." 

J. B. Alexander in Nov. 15th V I S I T O R 

a*ys among other things: "It is a deep 
and damnable design that everything a 
farmer sells is on the free list and there 
m a high protective tariff on everything 
we buy, almost." He then says, "A lit-
tle knowledge is a dangerous thing. 
Drink deep or taste not," etc. Let us 
see now if he has not learned just 
«nough of the present tariff law to make 
ttie use of his knowledge of it one of the 
•lost dangerous weapons against his 
*de of the question that he could possi-
bly find. As to every thing a farmer 
•ells being on the free list, I find by re-
ferring to the list as revised by Congress 
March 3, 1883, (and if there has been 
any material- change made since that 
date I stand corrected) that there is a 
duty or protective tariff on the follow-
ing articles that I have always supposed 
were mostly raised and sold by farmers: 
Animals, that is cattle, horses, hogs, 
sheep, mules and goats; beef, pork, 
bams, bacon, cheese, butter, lard,wheat, 
1ye, barley, corn, oats, corn meal, wheat 
and rye flour, potatoes, hay, honey, 
beeswax, hops, pickles, vegetables, vine-
gar, fruits, currants.walnuts of all kinds, 
wood, wool, flax, rags, flaxseed, hemp, 
bempseed, woolen yarn, baskets, feath-
ers, fur, grease, tallow,hats, human hair, 
garden seeds, stone and all barks,beans, 
berries, balsams, buds, gums, grains, 
berbs, leaves, mosses, roots and vege-
tables used in dying, and many other 
things that farmers have to Fell at times. 
He also says that poultry and eggs are 
oil the free list; that Canada furnishes 
one-third of all that is used in the great 
eity of New York; that buyers are pay-
ing but fouf cents per pound for poultry. 
Correct, Brother. By permitting the 
people of other countries to bring these 
tilings to us free of duty they destroy 
our home markets and bring prices down 
to such a low figure that we can not 
compete with them, unless we are will-
ing to work for the starvation prices of 
those countries. We can not sell poul-
try at four cents per pound and pay the 
present prices for labor. We must stop 
the business. Why? Because it is not 
protected. He has advanced a very 
practical argument in favor of protec-
tion, which he evidently did by mis-
take. Now, do the same thing with the 
articles named above and the result in 
the near future will be the same. Our 
markets will be filled with the products 
of the pauper labor of the Old World 
and Canada, and the laboring class of 
this country will soon be as poorly paid, 
fed and clothed as they are. Don't be 
so selfish as to complain because there is 
no duty on the poultry and eggs you 
bave to sell while ninety-nine-one-
bundredths of everything else you have 
to sell is protected, and then scold so 
becai »' lumber is protected $2.00 per 
thou-*a.nd feet. I say protect every 
American industry. Protect emigration 
from .iil foreign nations for the next 
thirty years, and allow none but citizens 
to own and convey real estate» and long 
before that time has passed anarchists 
and saloonists will be unknown, the 
poor will become rich, and intelligent 
men will not complain because others 
enjoy the same blessings they do them-
selves. 

Bro.' Hill seems to have been as bad-
ly broken up by the cyclone that passed 
over him Nov. 2 as Don Quixote was 
when he made his famous charge on the 
windmills. If his statements are true 
he must live in a mighty mean part of 
the country. We don't run a campaign 
in that way in Ingham County. He 
says such vast sums of money were used 
in deceiving the people that no one 
could honestly tell hew to vote: that it 
is an established fact that county candi-
dates for ofHce stand no chance of suc-
cess without paying three or four hun-
dred dollars into the corruption fund, 
and on the higher officers of the State 
runs up into the thousands; that in this 
age of wickedness no man that will tell 
the truth is allowed to stump the State; 
men openly offer large sums of money to 
bribe men for their votes; there is so 
much corruption in politics that no ma* 
can enjoy religion and have anything to 
do with it; it has been such a wicked 
campaign. 

Now, what does this all mean? Bro. 
Lucc has,in his former communications, 
been his ideal of an tu>right and pure 
man, and had be been placed in the high 
position he now occupies by the Demo-
cratic party he would still have a friend 
in the person of Bro. Hill. 

This tirade against Bro. Lace would 
never have been written if the great 
friend of the traitor, Fitz John Porter, 
and the edemy of my old commander 
had been elected, The man who would 
not consent when in Congress that U. 
S. Crant, America's greatest general, 
should have a few dollars of the people's 
money to comfort him while dying in 
poverty and want. Yes; I think our 
high expectations as Republicans will be 
realized. Tbe first Republican Govern-
or of Michigan was a tarmer and he 

' filled the executive office to the satisfac-
tion of ail Republicans. The Repub-
lican party nominated and elected Mr. 
Luce and they expect to stand by him 
through one of the best administrations 
that Michigan has ever had. The 
Patrons oi Michigan will laugh at the 
attempt of Bio. Hill to read him ¡out of 
the Grange. We don't expect hftr~»a-
mini&tiation will always please thriven 

that are so very frantic over prohibition 
and at the same time always vote the 
Bourbon ticket which is the only party 
that is pledged against prohibition and 
to the whiskey interests. 

We do not expect to see his signature 
to every bill that passes the Legislature 
that makes it harder and more degrad-
ing for men to sell whiskey. That 
makes it easier for laboring men to live 
and educate their children; that tends 
to-elevate the people of this common-
wealth, and make them happier, better 
fed and better clothed. We have no 
other way of judging the future of Bro. 
Luce except bv the past. In the past 
we have found him honest, temperate, 
a friend of education, of good laws, and 
loyal to his country. We? have found 
him as a laborer dilligent,as a cultivator 
faithful, as a man honest and upright, 
which recommendations are sufficient 
to assure him favor. O. R. E. 

I N the V I S I T O R ' S notices of meetings 
of November 15, is a program contain-
ing among others, this question for dis-
cussion by a Grange: "What is the 
cause of the present low prices of far-
mers' productis" 

I answer, supply and demand govern 
all prices of all production. Should the 
demand be greater than the supply, 
prices go up; and vice versa. This is, 
I think, the true solution of the rise and 
fall of prices. 

But under this lies a cause controling 
the demand. Never has there been a 
time when every ounce of grain, fruit, 
and vegetables grown In the United 
States, could not easily be consumed in 
our own country. There have been, it 
is true, many millions of bushels of 
wheat shipped to Europe during the 
past ten years; and at the same time 
there were hundreds of thousands of 
people actually compelled to do with-
out sufficient food,from inability to buy, 
who otherwise would have made a bet-
ter market for the wheat here at home 
and saved the large cost of transporta-
tion. 

These people are all around us, but 
mostly in the larger cities. They are 
compelled to economize in every pos-
sible way, even including sufficient food 
to keep fairly alive. Many do actually 
starve; in sight of millions of bushels of 
the wheat that is made the subject of 
wild speculation by the wolves of the 
Boards of Trade, as in Chicago. These 
people can not buy your wheat, your 
vegetables, your fruit; consequently the 
demand is slow and prices are down. 
The debts you contracted in' improving 
yonr farms years ago, when money was 
cheap, are crushing you now that money 
has been made dear by the Solons of 
the two grand old parties you have sup-
ported and always will support. Hard 
times for you means harder times 
among the consumers who make and 
unmake the prices of your products. 
The tariff, or lack of it, on wool that 
concerns you so, would not affect the 
price either way if the two millions of 
idle men and their families in the coun-
try to-day were able to buy clothing 
enough to keep decently warm; the mar-
ket they would create for your wool 
would soon lift many a mortgage now 
driving their bearers into bankruptcy, 
soon to transfer their farms into the 
hands of a few money-lenders, who are 
responsible for the hard times, and 
making this country one of a landed 
aristocracy and tenant farmers. 

After all, low prices are the result of 
your own blind adherence to party, my 
farmer friends. You have it in your 
power to raise them, if you will; but you 
will not. K N I G H T . 

Branch C o , Mich. 

A R e j o i n d e r — " L e s s H o u r s f o r 
t h e F a r m e r . " 

T A N G E R I N E , O R A N G E C O . F L A . , ) 

Dec. 6, 1886. j 
J . T . C O B B , E S Q . , E D I T O R G R A N G E V I S 

I T O R , Dear Sir and Brother:—1 have 
just received two marked copies of the 
V I S I T O R , dated October 1 5 and Novem-
ber 1, and it seems like again taking .an 
old friend by the hand. It is many years 
since I have been permitted to take an 
active part in Grange work and I assure 
you it gives me sincere pleasure 10 be 
remembered by one who was a co-work-
er and helped bear the burden and heat 
of the day when the Order was young. 
How few of the old familiar names now 
appear in the records of passing events! 
Some have joined the great majority, 
others yielded the sceptre to younger 
hands and sought a well earned rest for 
advanced age, while others still are 
paactising what they preached and are 
teaching by example. 

The old war horse cannot keep still 
whence hears the trumpet call, so we 
veteran Patrons are sometimes roused 
from our* quiet by the discussions of 
vital questions affecting our calling. 
When I wrote the article for the Hus-
bandman on "Less Hours Work lor 
Farmers," and which received the high 
compliment of being republished in the 
V I S I T O R , I knew very well what objec-
tions would be made to the position 
taken. I have heard them all, times 
without number. I have advocated and 
practised the ten-hour system ever since 
1 have tilled the soil on my own ac-
count, and these same old objections 
come up regularly and usually are made 
by farmers. In my article I indicated 
what they would be, and now Mr. Stod-
dard sends a letter to the V I S I T O K , cor-
roborating the correctness <>j my pre-
dictions and statements—u^fca«*-— 

hay cocks weigh rso lbs. each. Exactly! 
In my article I said that to a 14-hour 
man the hay-cocks looked awful large 
and awful heavy, and Mr. Stodciard 
kindly verifies my statement. I have 
no doubt his hay cocks do actually look 
to him as though they weigh 150 lbs. 
Now,my hay cocks never seemed to me 
to be so large or so heavy as that. My 
ten-hour men never said they were so 
heavy and it is my opinion they actual-
ly were much lighter. Mr. Stoddard 
does not intimate they are too heavy 
for his men, but he has a great lack of 
confidence m Michigan forks to lift such 
heavy looking cocks. I think this lack 
of confidence well founded, for my ten-
hour men through an exuberance of 
animal spirits (and perhaps a little awk-
wardness) do sometimes snap a fork 
handle on much lighter lifts. 

Then I said "Farmers would hug 
their chains and say as a clincher, 'How 
about the chores?' " Here, again, Mr. 
Stoddard comes forward and verifies 
this prediction and grinds over again 
the same old "chores'" argument that I 
have heard for more than thirty years. 
He asks a long string of questions about 
when to milk the cows, wash the dishes, 
feed the team and do many other very 
necessary duties. In asking these ques-
tions it is plain to see that he imagines 
he is questioning a man who is advocat-
ing a "very beautiful theory" (as he ex-
presses it) and he expects by these prac-
tical questions to corner the theorist. I 
beg to disabuse his mind of any such 
mistaken idea. What I wrote was not 
only good theory, but the results in ac-
tual practice of a rather busy and not 
wholly unsuccessful lifetime. I do not 
claim unusual shrewdness,but I can find 
a way to do the work on a farm in ten 
hours per day. I have done it thirty-
three ye*rs and am doing it now. I be-
lieve i' Mr. Stoddard would give him-
self o . vigorous shake and throw off 
the coj.as of old habits, he could find 
a waj HI do it too. Possibly it may 
put him on the right track in the chore 
business to say that it does not necessa-
rily follow that one who works ten 
hours a day must begin at seven and 
quit at six. Circumstances may be such 
that in some branches of farming the 
hours of commencing and closing the 
day's work can be changed to advan-
tage. 

Mr. Stoddard makes one remark in 
parenthesis that leads me to offer him 
my tenderest sympathies. Referring to 
what 1 said about playing croquet with 
the girls while the boys went fishing, he 
sajs: "I think they would much prefer 
to play with the boys." 

I suppose Mf »'Stoddard has not come 
to this conclusion without good reason, 
and I am sincerely sorry that' his expe-
rience in playing croquet with the girls 
has compelled him to come to such a 
conclusion. If there is anything in the 
climate of Michigan that brings about 
such a sad state of affairs for the "old 
gent," I Would advise him to visit this 
clime where 

"Everlasting spring abides 
And never fading flowers." 

Here win be found the fountain of 
perpetual youth and here the "old 
gents" play croquet with the girls. 

Fiaternally yours, 
D U D L E Y M . A D A M S . 

From My Diary. 
A N I M P O R T A N T Q U E S T I O N C O N S I D E R E D . 

In our last article we gave as one 
reason why so few young men, in com-
parison with young.ladies,graduate from 
our public high schools, the worship of 
the self-made man. Let us now notice 
another fact, one not generally known, 
and where known, often stoutly denied 
It is this, that the course ot study, the 
methods of teaching and the mode of 
training in the higher grades of the .in-
termediate school, as well as in the high 
school, are designed for and shaped ac-
cording to the needs and wants of the 
girls and not the boys. While I readily 
grant that it is our .solemn duty to give 
to the girls the same amount of educa-
tion that we give to the boys, yet I 
claim most emphatically (fully aware ot 
the opposition which I shall call forth 
by this statement) that the two sexes 
from twelve years upward,need a differ-
ent method of acquiring that education, 
or in other words need a different train-
ing. I cannot go into details, but would 
like to. The point is here. In schools 
of this kind the girls largely predomi-
nate and are generally under the in 
struction of a fomale teacher. Hence 
the school regime, the entire methods of 
procedure are in conformity to* the pe-
culiar combination of faculties in the 
girls and the boys must needs keep step 
with them, willing or unwilling. The 
strong desire for exertion and applica-
tion of the boy's powers is thus often 
held in check or suppressed and he is 
made to progress as the girls do. He 
sits side by side with them; they are 
held up to him as examples,whose frail-
ty he, in his physically robust nature, 
despises. Moreover, he in many cases, 
has not even a male example in his 
teacher, and if he is a.weak character 
he becomes effeminate; ifhei? a strong 
character, he is soon filled with disgust 
and quits school to find a better oppor-
tunity for the exertion of those powers 
which find no satisfaction in a girls' 
school. He wants a boy's field to make 
a boy's race in, wtith n j school-girl re-
give to contract his powers. He wants 
a field in whigh-JvLcan give full swing to 
his ainbi*~'rf> onefi^-it does not obstruct 

but jtt-Suragingly opens 

up before him the boy's fall possibili-
ties. Surely the boy dees not find all 
this in a girl's school. Says one of our 
able educators, who takes this view of a 
boy's education, and whose writings 
have suggested these articles, " I know 
this will be considered rank heresy 
among many educational leaders in this 
country; but it is my conviction, and I 
have the courage to utter it." 

We have given this phase of the ques-
tion a more extended notice because we 
think it will pay all those who are inter-
ested -in boys' education to give it a 
thorough investigation. 

Permit me to add another reason why 
boys, and for that matter girls too, dis-
like school, dread their lessons and look 
upon the school-room as a little peni-
tentiary. It is because there never has 
been awakened in their minds an inter-
est in study and school work. And for 
this parents and teachers are largely to 
blame. The teacher must have thë fac-
ulty to interest and entertain as well as 
to instruct his pupils, if he would make 
study a pleasant task for them. Many 
teachers have all the talents for their 
vocation but this most desirable one of 
them all. The schoolboy has given his 
reason for this general dislike* of study 
in the following lines: 

"Multiplication is Vexation, 
Division is as bad, 

The rule of three puzzles me, 
And fractions make me mad." 

One is sometimes tempted to think, 
says Lowell, that all learning is as re-
pulsive to ingenuous youth as the multi-
plication table was to Scott's little 
friend, Marjorie Fleming. "I am now 
going to tell you," writes Marjorie, "the 
horrible and wretched plague that my 
multiplication table gives me. You 
can't conceive it; the most devilish 
thing is eight times eight and seven 
times seven; it is what nature itself can't 
endure." Now, this trouble with and 
dread of "lessons" in the school-room 
is due in great part to unnatural, me-
chanical methods of teaching. Says 
Mr. Lowell on this subject, "I know 
that I am approaching treacherous 
ashes, which cover burning coals, but I 
must on." Is not Greek,nay,even Latin, 
more unendurable even than poor Mar-
jorie's task? How many boys have not 
sympathized with Heine in hating the 
Ron .¡.us because they invented Latin 
grammar? Or what boy has not sym-
pathized with the young student who, 
desponding over his Sophocles, threw 
the book across his room, exclaiming, 
"Curse the Greeksl" And the action 
or disgust of these students was quite 
right, "for we begin the study of the 
languages at the wrong end, at the end 
which nature does not offer us, and are 
thoroughly tired of them before we ar-
rive at them, if you will allow the bull." 
Surely, this should teach us to study 
them the right way, for there is a right 
way^a way in which a teacher can make 
any study interesting to the pupil; and 
when the teacher has found that way, 
he has found the open sesame through 
all the. sore trials and difficulties that 
hedge in the young student in his edu-
cational career. Dogberry was right 
there, when he said, "Reading and writ-
ing come by nature." Nature is the 
only true teacher, and her way is the 
right way. 

The object in teaching the classic au-
thors should be to teach them in such 
a way as to enable the pupil to assimi-
late somewhat of their thought, senti-
ment, and style, rather than to master 
the minuter niceties of t e language in 
which they wrote. To strike for their 
matter,as Montaigne advised,who would 
have men taught to love virtue instead 
of learning how to decline virtus. Such 
learning makes "language as it • should 
be, a.ladder to literature,and not litera-
ture a ladder to language. How many 
a boy has hated, and rightly hated, Ho-
mer and Horace, the pedagogues and 
grammarians,who would have loved Ho-
mer and Horace,the poets, had he been 
allowed to make their acquaintance." 

V 

R e m i n i s c e n c e s of Ear ly D a y s in 
M i c h i g a n . 

In the V I S I T O R of November 15 was a 
brief jotting,bringing words of cheer for 
our paper from an early resident of 
Kalamazoo County, now.an aged Cali-
fornian. That jotting and the remarks 
it drew from Brother Cobb in regard to 
the "Big Harvester" of thirty years 
ago, reminded us of events prior to that 
date. In 1836-7 and 8, we worked in 
harvest near Schoolcraft. We worked for 
Messrs. Lyon, McKinstry, Beals and on 
the Daniels farm. During the harvest of 
one of these years and on the Daniels 
farm, in a 95-acre field of wheat, and 
under the supervision of our old friend 
A. Y. Moore (if we remember correct-
ly) there was running a combined har-
vester and thresher, similar to, if not of 
the same construction, as the one re-
ferred to by Brother Cobb. We think 
the machine was built at Kalamazoo, 
and probably was the first of the kind 
ever constructed. How many years it 
run or with what profit or loss, we are 
unable to say. After our little harvest 
at Paw Paw was gathered, several of us 
would take up our tools "and walk" to 
the prairie and help in the harvest and 
earn a little of the needful to help re-
plenish our meager store. We were 
paid $ 1.50 per day, not for eight or ten 
hours work, but for twelve to fifteen. 
After the harvest was over,we rode back 
home in like manner as we went. But 
that was fifty years ago, long before our 
labor-saving machinery made its advent 

in our harvest fields. Wonderful, in-
deed, has been the improvement m 
farm implements and machinery since 
that early day. Our harvests, which 
were formerly so very laborious, per-
plexing and expensive, have become a 
pleasant pastime. We presume few yet 
remain who worked in the harvests 
around Schoolcraft in those early days. 
Hope we shall hear more from our old 
friend in California. D. W O O D M A N . 

Paw Paw. 

K E L L O G G , A L L E G A N C o . , M I C H . , 1 

Nov. 19, 1886.. } 
B R Ó . C O B B . — I had always supposed 

that the G R A N G E V I S I T O R to be a suc-
cess was-and should be non-partisan,but 
to state a question and disctiss it, on its 
merits, ought not to be considered par-
tisan perhaps, but after election is over 
to triumph over the ¿lection of Gov-
ernor and a gain of two Congressmen 
looks to me to be intensely partisan. 
When Cornwallis surrendered to the 
combined continental forces General 
Washington forbade his men to hurrah 
over a fallen foe, they would feel bad 
enough without it; but if the British had 
secceeded there would have been some 
whooping. The right side whipped, 
hence the gentlemanly conduct; in this 
instance we have hurrahing enough, any 
one can draw their own conclusion. 

What would a complete Republican 
victory signify? When they did have 
a decided majority they demonetized 
silver they passed a law to retire all the 
treasury notes, which meant a perpetual 
national debt. They imposed a high 
protective tariff on everything a farmer 
buys except tea, coffee, and spices, they 
are a common necessity to all. They 
condescended to give the farmer the 
benefit of free trade on every thing he 
sells, Canada furnishing 20,000 barrels 
of eggs and a corresponding amount of 
poultry to New York free of duty. If 
the people could be allowed to settle 
all these questions without party tram-
mel they would be settled right, but 
party discipline holds the people in an 
iron grasp. 

How easy it is for averice and old 
Shylock to crucify the farmers and com-
mon laborers between the two old party 
thieves. 

Just imagine the next Governor's 
message to the Legislature of Michigan 
to read somewhat as follows: 

I hereby recommend that the Legis-
lature of Michigan enact that any offi-
cer elected or appointed,including Con-
gressmen, who accepts and rides on a 
free pass in this* State, or accepts of a 
bribe in any other shape, that his office 
shall be declared vacant, and the per-
son so offending to be disqualified from 
ever holding an office in this State. 
That the railroads being chartered by 
the people and for the common good 
shall have uniform rates for all. To 
grant special rates to some and exact 
higher rates from others is in violation 
of the statutes of Mi< aigan, and if per-
sisted in their charter should be with-
drawn and the State run the roads on 
the principle of equity. (See the statutes 
in regard to common carrier.) That the 
school-book monopoly shall be prac-
tically done away with by the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction formulat-
ing a set of primary school books and 
let the job of printing' and binding to 
the lowest bidder, and furnish theih to 
the people of each district at the orig-
inal cost; it being intrinsically wrong 
for a monopoly to stand between the 
people and the means of education. 
And: 1 further commit to your candid 
consideration that it is a breach of con-
stitutional law to levy a public tax for 
private purposes; therefore township 
aid to railroads shows that it was for a 
public purpose. The right of eminent 
domain, as is sometimés claimed for the 
railroads, is a fallacy. The Legislature 
has power to regulate freight and pass-
enger rates at their discretion. 

Every good or bad man should stand 
by any Governor who will leave the old 
ruts and make an effort to do something 
for the people. 

In a letter of mine published in the 
V I S I T O R of Nov. 1 5 there are several 
errors, if the copy I have at home is 
any good, which seems inexcusable. 

1st. My post-office is withheld. 
id. • I am made to say "Brother 

S«lon" when there is no such brother. 
It should have been Bro. D.,of Solon. 

3d. I am made to say "75,000 for-
eigners emigrate to this country some 
years and go right to competing with 
American labor," when the fact is 750,-
000 foreigners come to this counuy 
some years (350,000 the year just closed) 
tree of duty, and go right to competing 
with American labor. 

4th. My name is signed B. J. instead 
of as it should be. J. B. A L E X A N D E R . 

D R . Louis C. S T A R R E L , who has been 
appointed analytical chemist in the In-
ternal Revenue Bureau to test oleomar-
garine and butter, was, in 1880, the 
Democratic candidate for Auditor of 
Illinois. He will be stationed in Wash-
ington. The salary is $2,550. 

THE first half of George W. Cable's 
two-part story, "Carancro," a story of 
the Louisiana Acadians, will appear in 
the January Century, with illustrations 
by Kemble, who recently visited 
Louisiana to obtain sketches for thp 
work. 

CLAREMONT Colony in Virginia is growing 
very rapidly. Send Tor free circulars a.id illus-
trated maps. J. F. MANCHA, Claremont, Va. 


