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This is . about the first chance,—yes, real
chance the farmers have ever had.
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and true, and howest, elect Worthy Master Luce
for Governor. Mgs. Mavo.

WHAT IT IS TO VOTE.
It is not to cast a ballot without understanding
the full consequences of such .an act. It is
true that that would be called voting; but there
is a right and a wrongto all human actions. To
vote in the correct sense one should not only
understand what will be the result of that act,
but duty should direct the act. Consequently

one should not vote for a bad man, nor for a bad Grange
measure. And here the first qualification of the begins
voter is needed—that is, the intelligence to dis- | else.
tinguish the good from the bad in man and in | which
measures. With this knowledge the voter is | have ta

prepared to vote understandingly. There is a
maxim said to have originated with David
Crockett, which has a golden grain of _wisdom
In it: “Be sure you are right, then go ahead.”
To the elector this says, ““Be sure you are right,
then vote.”” On this wise discrimination of the
right by the American voter, depends the pros-
perity and safety of our government. But how
1s one to know when he is right? That is not
so difficult a matter. A man does not vote
merely for his own interest. From a Constable
to the President he should vote for the candidate
who, in his official capacity, will best serve the
people. But you say, I can not decide this alone.
But you are not alone in the business, you are a
partner with the public and the smallest part of
the concern, and your true interest can be best
subserved by voting for the best interests of
yourself and the public; that is, for the whole

Grange

out.

partnership.
Now the public gains nothing, but loses a listened
great deal by the election of bad and inefficient | The sub,

men to office. The curse of American politics
is not merely the partisan, demagogic spirit
that pervades it, there is another curse equally
as fatal to its best interests, which may be
termed mere availability in a candidate. This

money.

that cha
Fargo

full sense of the word.
We have | in the VISITOR in favor of the farmer for Co

a farmer, as you say, a

Fairland, Berrien Co. Mich.

office of Gov

great sisterhood of States.
Gilead, at the head of our
be a Cincinnatus

BEING a regular reader of the VisrTor T
have not seen any communication from

VISITOR, that our Grange is alive and

very good, and the interest of the Grange
prospered as well as coul
the busy season, and as that season of the year
in which the firmer enjoys the fruits of his labor
s0, is the time near at hand
in which we expect to enjoy the fruits of ou
labors as a Grange, and the proof of which i
being shown by the in
members.

which makes it pleasant as well as instructive,

ST. Clair Co. P

The address by Bro. S. E. Martin was
good and pleased everybody present, also
the response.
been called in and satisfied their appetites with
the good things set before them, gave us most
excellent music escorting us to the grove, where

we listened to an essay by M. F. Carlton which
did credit to

think better of the Grange;
ing by Sister Gardner that will set many think-
ing; Bro. Quait then told us some of the causes
of the present hard times mainly owing to our
own mismanagement; and last, but not least, we

thing; that money

Not a won
Why is this?

We

when he, too, is a farmer, we shall thir
opinion is correct.

Yours for the right every time,
LEvVI Sparks.

s refreshing in these times of political i

and inefficiency to find a candidate for the
ernor who can really bear the true
Jeffersonian test, ““Is he honest, is he capable?”
Now the present standard bear
and laboring men of Michigan, after undergoing
this test, will pass at a premium.

In the variety, value an
ance of its

Now, the farmer ¢

whose wise and

able reig
bless our commonwealth. V. B.

Therefore T will end
Order know, through the columns of th
workin

promotion of the cause of the Patrons of

ndry. Our Grange meets every alternat
ay evening. The attendance has

oaching, so, al

> and as soon as one form of a

the Lecturer organized.

ken a very active part in the circle,

J. S. w.

Wednesday, Sept. 15.

The program was well carried

The Fargo Band, after they had

the Order, and many outsiders
some select read-

to our worthy brother, W. H. Gowan.
stance of his address was character or
He decided that character was every-
is good in its place, but
racter is better.

» Sept. 20, 1886. LECTURER.

political cry of ‘“‘anybody to beat the other
party,” is the old demagogue’s maxim,—¢if we
put up the devil, boys, support him.”” But the

warfare and fight the battle on principle.
cerely hope no paperin theinterest of our farmer
candidate will follow the example of those I have
named in regard to Geo. L. Yaple.

thrown off the mask and boldly entered the field
of politics in support of one of the parties’ candi-
dates for Governor. 7 1
your course the fact that your favorite candidate
1s a “farmer.”

farmers should have a Representative in Con-
gress than a Governor. I >
law making body and has an influence direct.
The latter is merely an executive office or ‘“‘busi-
ness man’’ as you very aptly put it. Now, it so
happens that one of the great parties, or rather
two of them combined, have nominated in this

intelligent, honest ~voter should say, “I had

goﬁces of geeﬁngs.

rather fail with a capable, honest candidate,
than to succeed with a bad and inefficient one.
Persistent adherence to a good cause will eventu-
ally raise up voters to sustain it. This is the
case with a large class of voters in Michigan to-
day. After iearning how ‘“to labor and to wait”’

Grange,

10:30 A.

we are about to elect the “farmer candidate” to Seale
the chief magistracy of this State. V. B.

IT may be late in the day to congratulate the Reply,
farmers of Michigan on the opportunity they will Music,
have this fall to vote for a representative farmer Is not

for Governor, but not too late to say that every
farmer and especially every Patron” who cares
more for the public good ‘than for the success of
his party should vote for Farmer Luce. Will
they do it? Those who agree with him political-
ly doubtless will and many who differfrom him

Paper,

will rccognize his peculiar fitness for the office Readin
and disregard party lines. ButI fear there are | Mrs. E. il
others who have made great pretentions of want- Paper,
ing a farmer Governor that are so strongly im- | system.

bued with partisanship—well, I will stop here
lest I do them injustice. I observe some of the
Democratic-Greenback Papers, notably the De-
troit Free Press and Three Rivers Reporter are
assailing Bro. Luce in a manner characteristic
of base partisanship. Others, I see,evince a dis-
position to rise above that mode of polIiti_cal

sin-

The pu

7, 1886.

full day o
the farm,

Sept. 27, '86. ST. Jo. County.

BRro. CoBB.—The VISITOR, I see, has at last

You give as a reason for

It is of vastly greater importance that the
cil will
The former is one of the
sic at call.

where are

White, Bdwin . Phe E. O. Humphrey, N. Chase.
L s Dok o

Congressional - District (the 4th) a practical

3. *“Lives

THE next session of Clinton County Pomona
Grange on Wednesday Oct. 13, commencing at

reading and adopting minutes, reports of subor-

Opening address, Bengal Grange.

transactions as other men;
Dorr K. Stowell and Courtland Hill.

Recitatious, George J. Jewett, Rose Andrews,
Carrie Parkes and Selden Hicks.
Autobiography, Mrs. Dr, Knapp.

the subject.

evening meeting.

THE Fourth Annual Fair of Rural Grange will
be held in the village of Wayland Thursday, Oct.

sirable that all who can, come early and make a

last Grange meeting officers were elected to man-
age this annual fair: A, D. Towsley, Pres., A.
B. Congden, Sec.,
These Grange Fairs have heretofore been a suc-
c2ss though run on the ““free-for-all,no premi-
um’’ plan, and it is hoped the interest will not
flag this year.

THE sgecial meeting of Allegan County Coun-
e

The following program has been arranged: Mu-

ber of Casco Grange; response by M. V. B. Mc-

Alpine, of Monterey.
borer of to-day as compared with fifty years ago;

No. 25, will be held with Bengal
M. The morning service will consist of

ranges and miscellaneous business,
AFTERNOON SESSION.

Pomona Grange.
Choir.
the average farmer as reliable in business
if not, why not? by

Myron Brown.

gs, Adeline Brown, Mrs. Ann E. Rice,
. Parkes and Geo. Brown.

Seymour Watson; topic, The credit
Followed by a general discussion of
blic are cordially ‘invited to attend the

LBy RicHMOND, Sec.

As it will be held but one day it is de-
fit. Come one and all “interested in

the farmer and his products. At the

and T. G. Adams, Treas.

T. G. Apams.

held at West Casco Oct. 19 and 20.
1. Opening address by some mem-
2. Condition of the la-

we going? N. W. Lewis, of Ganges.

has appeared

shall
wait anxiously for the next number of the Visire

and if you are then booming Luce because he
nd fail to support Sher-

er for the farmer

Honesty and
efficiency in public office is what Michigan es-
pecially should have.
natural and productive re-
sources Michigan stands among the first of the

State affairs would | Program:

as yet
Grange
eaver to let the friends

been
has
d be expected through

takes
Of our mem-

en by them in
We have an astive Lecturer who en-
e literary interest of the
program
to grow stale it is changed to something
Our last change was to a reading circle,
The members

omona Grange met with Grove
There was a
good turn out, we had good weather and a very
pleasant time.

his products? D.

n- | Home amusements and home
Some are so uncharitable
as to say it is because he is not a Republican, | from personal observation and experience.
| (and in fact it does look that way).

Mrs. McDowell, ot

)R | occupation, by Mrs
is | ville. 8. Recitatio
F. Spears. 9. As
nk
Dr. Amsden.

Ganges Granges as

M. Granger, Monterey.

D. Tourtellotte, Glenn.
adornments,
South Haven

. F. W. Robinson,
n, “Secret thoughts,” by
tatement in regard to the

ganization and plans of work of Pacific Colony.
There will be an evening session
on the 1gth and morning session at nine o’clock |
of the morning of the 20th.

well as all other Granges

n- | the county are invited to meet with West Cas

Tourtellotte, Glenn
ber of West Casco
anyone on program
their essay along.

d

music; report
for dinner.

Music, by Prof.
e | Clara Lander;

e | citation, by C. N. L,

party, a safeguard
by Loa Curtis; disc
r | lett and B. F.

fourth degree memb

HILLSDALE Count

IP. M.
dress of welcome,
sponse and closing
Lecturer;
ley; paper, “Salt La
by Sister R. W. Free
the Grange do somet
schools? If so,
opened by Bro. Earl

members are expecte.
part in the exercises.

Ashland Grange
present the following
discussion:

ter Co. Grange.

Granges.
L. Reinoldt.

McCollum.
The remedy, E. R.

turns? Andrew Flynn

tainment awaited the

that Western Pomona
favors received, and re

acquaintance formed t
during friendships we

ant homes, with
awaiting your arrival.

one, come all.
broad as the brightest

every tiller of the soil.

THE next meeting
Horticultural Society

dence of Brother and Sister Cole,
Oct. 6, at 10 A. M.
vited to come and bring a basket of lunch. A
good program is provided. Bring out the young
Let no Patrons seek a second invitation.
They are ever welcome.

on Wednesday,

folks.

place.
Granges are requested
will be opened in 4th,
P. M.

Objects of the Grange

of great men oft remind us, We can

Utilizing the wastes o

Grange during the sessions.
ing to go by train will correspond with D. D,
P. O., or some other mem-

THE Oakland County Pomona Gr
hold their next regular meeting
f | 12, 1886, at 10 o’clock A. M., with the followir
Opening the Grange in 4th degre
n | music by Pomona choir: ac
J. P. Whiting; response by Lecturer of Pomona;
of subordinate Granges; sugges-
tions for the good of the order: music; recess
n, open meeting.—

Knapp; reading the grab-bag,
Discussion, Which is the most 3
o | profitable, general or special farming, opened by
f | D. M. Garner and M. V

Afternoon sessio

beneficial to the farmer?

the objects be most economi

THE joint meeting of Western Pomona
and Newaygo County Granges held at Trenton
the 2d of June last was adjourned to meet at

Hall on "the 26th
October next, at which

Newaygo County Grang

Welcome to Western Pomona, W. W, Carter.
Paper, Popular Superstitions, W. S. Merrill.
How shall we buy our farm tools?

Report of the cummittee from Subordinate

Is there any remedy for the tramp nuisance?

Paper, The evils of intemperance, Mrs. Neil

What products of the farm yield the best re-
A most royal and hearty welcome and enter-

County at Trent in June last, and
the members of the Order in this county we hope

at the Ashland meeting to reciprocate the many

ties of the Order that year by year have become
wider and stronger, have of “themselves more
than paid for all the cost.
The friends at Ashland
roomy hall, good farms, large bamns and pleas-
warm

the gates are open, and
The work of the Grange can
never all be completed. It
humanity, and well worthy of the best efforts of

Lecturer,Newaygo Co. Grange.

THE Pomona of Lapeer County will be held
with Lapeer Grange on Tuesday Oct. 5, 1886.
The County Convention to elect a delegate to
State Grange will be held at the same time and
All members of the several subordinate

PROGRAM.

How to take life easy, I. Reed.

How can farmers be happy, H. Seaman.
Music, Lapeer Grange.

Fear, Mrs. M. Lamb.

Bad men are rife, F. Muir.

Give the girls a chance, Mrs. Foot,
Time and how to select our seed, J. Sinclair.

Any parties wis

Grange. Any member

previously prepared bring

Mrs. N. A. DIBBLE,

Sec’y Allegan Co. Council.

to the farming interest? 2.
opened by G. W. King and others;

ussion, Are the

ers are invited to attend.
C. N. Lanpon, Sec’y.

y P

ke City and surroundings,’

man; music; question, Can

hing to improve our distric

what and how? And how can
cally accomplished?
All fourth degree
present and take

Dresser.
d to be
J. E. WAGNER, Lect’r.

questions and

Call to order and opening, T. H. Stuart, Mas-

Clark.
and Oscar Blood.

Patrons from Newaygo
in behalf of

will give usan opportunity

new the brief but pleasant
here. The warm and en-
have made, and the social

have a pleasant and

and generous hearts
The latchstring is out,
the doors ajar. Come

is as wide and
hopes and aspirations of

M. W. Scorr,

of the Lenawee County
will be held at the resi-
of Palmyra,

All are in-

E. W. ALLs.

to be present.

Grange
Degree at two

o’clock

, Sister Odell.

. 6. Glearings

|

]

7- The lessons of our |
of Fenn- }'

{

East Casco and

ange will
at Milford, Oct.

ldress of welcome, by

B. Horner; music; re
andon; essay, by Mrs. Wm.
Satterlee; song, by Miss Carrie Trow bridge; dis- i
cussion, Is the independent voter, regardless of

recitation,
creameries
opened by C. S. Bart-
Davison; music; poem, by Mrs.
s | D. M. Gamer; recitation, by Ella Parks. A
creased hist of working
We have not, been allowed the
privilege of having our Worthy Master with us
for a few meetings past on account of his being
sick, nevertheless, the Worthy Overseer
his place and the work goes.on.
bership a large portion are young people, and i
is pleasing to note the interést tak
the work.
deavors to keep alive th

omona Grange, No. 10,
will hold its next session with Pittsford Grange,
Nov. 3, commencing at 10 o’clock A. M. Th
t | morning exercises devoted to business and good

of the order; afternoon session to commence at
Music, by Pittsford Grange choir; ad-
by Bro. Sydney Green; re-
address of the year, by the
essay, ““Getting ready for winter,” by
Bro. E. Benson: music; essay, by Bro. E. Had-

Grange

and 27th of
time the members of
e will be prepared to
topics for

Justice, A. Atwell.

£ Fruit growing as a part ot [ mixed husbandry,
5 g g 1 k 3

by | N. Stover.

Shall farmers be honest, B. Spencer.

Shall farmers be polite, G. W. Wilson.

Government of the tongue, W. E. Moore.
O. E. OweN, Leec.

J. |

L.
or- | PLEASE give notice in the VIsITor of Oct. E
{ that Shiawassee County Pomona Grange, No.
31, will be held with Perry Grange Oct. 26,
L. S. GoobavLg, Sec.

|
in‘I THE next meeting of Kent County Grange
co | will be held with Alton Grange on Oct. 6, ses-
h- | sion opening at 10 o'clock . M. The following
subjects will be up for discussion: i
The Farmers’ Opportunities, Our County Offi-
or | cers, The Western Michigan Fair of 1386, If
Not, Why Not?

All are invited to be present and assist in the
exercises. WM. T. Apawms, Sec.

THE next meeting of Berrien County Grange
will be held at the hall of Fruit Grange Oct. 12,
g | 1886, at 10 o’clock a. M., at which the following
e; | program will be presented:

IST DAY, AFTERNOON SESSION——OPEN MEETING.

1. Essay, Dr. O. A. La Crone.

2. Essay, Frank Jonmes.

3-  Recitation, Miss Mattie Ruggles.

4. Essay, Miss Ada Murphy.

Address, Mrs. Perry Mayo, of Battle
Creek, Mich., or Worthy Master Luce of the
State Grange.

2d DAY, 4TH DEGREE.

How to utilize our
Spaulding.
To what degree should a candidate for
public office take part in the discussion of politi-
cal questions, led by R. C. Thayer followed by
W. J. Jones, Lewis Ruggles and others.

The Hill & Thompson Troupe will furnish
11 | music during the sessions.
The public are cordially invited to attend the
open meeting.

clover crops, O. W.

G. V. WiLson, Sec’y.

—_——

ries,

o {bite

VANESS-—

Died, at her home in Montcalm, Mich., Aug.
3, 1886,Sister Vaness. The great reaper, death,
in his own manner and at his own time comes
once to all. After a long and exceedingly pain-
ful illness it has called our sister to that perfect
rest which can be found only in heaven. She
t | was a worthy member of Montcalm Grange, No,

318.

Dearest sister, thou hast left us,
Here thy loss we deeply feel;
But ’tis God that hath bereft us,
He can all our sorrows heal.

Yet again we hope to meet thee,

When the day of life is fled;

Then in heaven with joy to greet thee,
Where no farewell tear is shed.

COBB—

Died, at hes home in Eureka, Mich., Aug. 11,
1886, Sister Hautie Cobb, aged 28 years; a
worthy member of Montcalm Grange, No. 318.

BONNER—

Bro. Wm. Bonner departed this life, June 23,
1886, in the 63d year of his life.

Sparta Grange has been called to mourn the
loss of a Christian man, a kind neighbor and a
faithful Patron, and

WHEREAS, it has pleased our Divine Master to
remove from our midst our faithful brother,
therefore,
Resolved, That we extend our sympathy to
the bereaved wife and tamily, and ~ drape ~our
charter in mourning for 6o days.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be
sent to the afflicted family, also be spread upon
our Grange record and a copy be sent to the
GRANGE VISITOR for publication. Com.
Sparta Grange, No. 340.

WOODMAN—

WHEREAS. in the Providence of God Bro, N.
H. Woodman has departed this life, by which
event his family has been deprived of “a kind
husband an indulgent father, and this Grange of
a faithful member, therefore,

Resolved, That we extend  to the afflicted
family our warmest sympathy and commend
them to him who has said, ‘I will not leave you
comfortless.”’

Resolved, That we will cherish his memory,
emulate his virtues, and consecrate ourselves
anew to the work which he left unfinished.
Resolved, That our charter be draped the
usual period; that these resolutions be published
in the GRANGE VISITOR and a copy of the same
be presented to the afflicted family., Com.
Sparta Grange, No. 340.

Sixteen Months for SO‘C;rA\ts.

We send this copy of the VisiTor to
a large number of persons whose names
we find on our mailing books—persons
who once read the Visitor but who
from some cause have not renewed their
subscription. We invite their attention
to the contents of this number and to a
renewal of their subscription. As an
inducement we offer to send this paper
three months in clubs of five or more
to any office for ten cents each. Or
better still, we will send the VisiTor
from date of receiving subscription the
remainder of this year and all of next

year for the regular yearly price of fifty
cents.

SENATOR Warner Miller says that the

n our farms, E. Bartlett. !

N

warfare on oleomargarine has only just
begun.




(Fommitmcaltotts.

From My Diary.
ROBIN HOOD.

"If there be one district of England
over which more than over any other
romance seems to have asserted an un-
questionable supremacy—'This is mine,
henceforth, forever!'—and over which
she has drawn her strange veil of en-
chantment, making the fairest objects
appear fairer through that noble medi-
um, and giving beauty even to deformi-
ty itself, it is Sherwood Forest. And if
there be one man of England whose
story above the stories of all other men
has entered deeply into the popular
heart, or stirred powerfully the popular
imagination, there can be no doubt it is
the bold yeoman forester,Robin Hood."
Thus writes the historian, Charles
Knight, in his Old England.

Who, in youth, ever read the ballads
in which that story is chiefly related,
absurd and untrue as undoubtedly many
of them are, but was impr.essed with
the idea that Robin Hood was a hero
and benefactor? Such is the rendering,
that the people have given to the bal-
lads of this brave king of the forest.
And he was a benefactor to the people
in an age when benefactors were few
enough. Robin Hood has been per-
sistently misunderstood by the historian,
but not so by the common people. He
had qualities that people always like—
hatred of oppression, courage, hospi-
tality, generous love, and deep piety.
This won the people, as he mirrored
their best qualities. It is a fact worthy
of repetition that the historians nave
been satisfied with the result of their
philosophizing upon the character of
Robin Hood, or indifferently relegate
it to the realm of outlawry; for they
never condescend to inquire into his
true character, what he did for the peo-
ple, the age in which he lived, and for
England. Yet there is one historian,
Thierry, though he is an eminent for-
eigner, who puts forth fhe strangely fa-
vorable opinion of the political impor-
tance of Robin Hood. In the late re-
views of the different periods of Eng-
lish history many of the prominent
characters of the past have been given
their correct position, we might, say in
history. A writer in the Westminster
Review has shown that there can be no
reasonable doubt whatever that it is the
patriot, and not the free-booter in
Robin Hood, whom his countrymen
have so long delighted to honor. The
severity of the old forest laws of Eng-
land has become a by-word. We know
that William the Conqueror's paternal
care for hissubjects was understood to
apply to red deer, not to Saxon men,,
and that of the two the lives of the for-
mer were esteemed of the most value.
And it was not severity merely, but the
vaat extent of the fresh lands afforested,
over which such laws were enforced; it
was this which gave rise to the hatred
between the Norman and the Saxon for-
est inhabitants. This dislike first began
at the invasion of William the Conquer-
or. He had sixty-eight forests and in-
creased them. The afforesting went on
reign after reign till the awful shadow
of Magna Charta began to pass more
frequently before royal eyes. At first a
check, then a retreat, disafforesting be-
gan, but so slow that the people could
not wait. They soon began to take the
matter in their own hands. Free bands
began to rove in the woods, laughing at
and defying the king's laws, killing and
eating the king's deer, and living a life
of perfect immunity from punishment,
partly through bravery and address,and
still more through the impenetrable
character of the woods that covered a
large proportion of the whole country
from the Trent to the Tyne. Among
the more famous of the early leaders of
such men were Adam Bell, Clym of the
Clough, and William Cloudenl.y,the he-
roes of many a northern ballad. Thus
naturally the Saxon resistance to the
government became rebellion. The
question now occurs, why did our Eng-
lish forefathers so love Robin Hood?
There must have been a cause. What
was it that justified such a man in es-
tablishing an independent government
in the woods? It was to gain what was
lost at the battle of Evesham, 1265,when
Simon de Montfort and a host of other
leaders of the people felk The rebels
were all adherents of de Montfort,whom
the royal party drove to the resistance
of arms in defense of their own rights.
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had fought when prince, that little band
of freertien in Sherwood forest might

| have become the nucleus of a new or-

ganization,which might have shaken all
England to the very'center. Tue suffer-
ling classes beheld in Robin Hood a
protector, or a sort of special provi-
dence, who would lead them out of op-
pression. Such achief had the natural
power of the Anglo Saxon serf, with a
natural hatred of the Norman forest
laws.

The forest of Sherwood, extending 30
miles north from Nottingham,comprised
nineteen towns, the village of Notting-
ham included. But this extensive syl-
van district formed but a psrt of Robin
Hood's domains. Sherwood was but
one of aseries of uninterrupted forests,
through which the outlaws roved at
pleasure. Many of the oaks of Sher-
wood still exist, against which Robin
Hood may have leaned. When he hunt-
ed amid those oaks there were the deer
and stag with lofty antlers, the roe, the
fox, marten, hare, coney, partridge,
quail, pheasant, woodcock, mallard,her-
on, etc., and the wolf also. The variety
of life in the forest must have been end-
less—dances, rustic wakes, feasts, and
numberless rural sports. Wandering
minstrels came among them, sang old
ballads, and gathered rich material for
new ones. Sometimes a strange bugle
would echo through the forest from
strange hunters who would be well re-
ceived. Sometimes a noble would steal
in among them. Even with them it was
a bold attempt to dare to intrude upon
the forest king. There were lady hunt-
ers too, who were deemed unequaled in
archery- A great event with them was
Robin Hood's fair. This spread from
mouth to mouth. 'Tis said that Robin
would at times let some muscular and
valiant man overmaster him and then

to secure him make him a chief. Thus
he may have got "Little John," "Scar-
let, "Much, the miller's son,” "Tan-

ner," and others who became famous
in Sherwood forest life. And sometimes
knights came among the merry foresters
advocating some great enterprise they
had championed. Robin Hood himself
is thought to have been some one of
the English nobility; many claim that
he was the veritable Earl of Hunting-
ton. Finally, we would say, in the lan-
guage of Knight, the historian, "We ac-
cept Robin Hood as a real personage.
And whoever he was and in whatever
reign he lived, Robin Hood was the
representative of the never ending pro-
test of the people against misrule—a
practical protest, which set up a rude
kind of democratic justice against the
manifold atrocities ofearistocratic tyr-
anny. It was a contest, no doubt, of
robber against robber; but the popular
admiration of the hero of the forest was
based upon a more enduring principle
than the knightly admiration of the he-
ro of the crusades. The ballad singers
have outlived the troubadours."

V. B.

Our Little Speech.

We were very much pleased when we
heard one of the great political parties had
nominated a farmer for Governor of
Michigan. Surely now, the farmers of
Michigan are working some advance-
ment towards gaining the rights and
privileges which justly belong to them,
notwithstanding many are slow to im-
prove or grasp the privileges within their
reach. We hardly know how to express
our thanks to the noble and enterprising
ones who have dared to assert their
rights or to demand them, on the same
basis with other industries or professions.
Surely agriculture in all its branches far
exceeds many of the other industries
combined, yet it is not fostered and pro
tected the same, and why? Simply be-
cause you have never dared, or, what is
still worse, cared, to assert your rights.
You have been the too willing tools in
the hands of the learned and wily poli-
tician giving ihem the preference, for
you very well know you lacked the abil-
ity to stand side by side with the lawyer
and other learned men that make our
laws. You thought you had no time to
attend to such matters, you thought our
representatives would iook after our
interests and do the right thing by us.
They said they would, and so you gave
them your vote. The result is you
have been doomed to disappointment
from year to year, growing worse all the
time. When at last you saw your mis-
take, then you began to look about for
a remedy. And that was, farmers if rep-

After de Montfort's defeat at Evesham i resented at all in our government, must
many of his soldiers submitted, others | choose competent men from the agri-

held out.
Sherwood forest. Fordun, the Scottish
historian, who traveled in England in
the 14th century, speaking of the battle
of Evesham and its consequences, says,
"Then from among the dispossessed and
banished arose that most famous cut
throat, Robert Hood and Little John."
Read Henry Third's reign and see if
de Montfort, to whom no doubt Eng-
land owes its borough representation,
was a cut-throat; if not, then Robin
Hood was not one.

The ballad of Robin Hood, the Lit-
tle Geste, has on its title page to
'eKynge Edwarde and Robyn Hode and
Lytell Job. i.." This ballad is one of
the finest in the language,and for beau-
ty and dramatic power worthy of Chau-
cer himself, about whose time it was
written by one who understood that on
which he wrote. And had it not been
for Edward the First's wisdom in con-
ceding, when he became king, what he

The latter were the men of j cultural class to look after the

interests
of farmers.

The time was, and not many years
ago, when it would have been difficultj
to find a man well enough qualifiedl
among our farmers to occupy a place in!
Congress or in our legislative halis.
But those days are past. There is
scarcely a town now but could furnish
one more with sufficient knowledge to
represent his constituents with honor
and dignity. And how has this all been
brought about in so short a time, some
will say? We will tell you. It has been
done in various ways, but mainly through

organizations of agricultural fairs, for-
mers' institutes and- clubs and the
Grange. The last named being the

greatest benefit to the fanner where he
has availed himself of the many advan-
tages which may accrue to those that
belong to the order.

Farmers as a class are very thought-
ful people, acting slowly generally, but
when thoroughly aroused to what is for
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their interest you can expect them to
co-operate together for any especial
purpose that tends to advance the inter-
est and promote the welfare of the farm-
ing class. We, as farmers, are becoming
more popular in the eyes of the world.
So much so that we have succeeded in
getting a genuine farmer nominated for
Governor this fall,—something that
would have been impossible before, on
account of so much prejudice against
the ignorant tillers of the soil. Now we,
fellow Patrons and farmers, have our
duty plain before us. So it seems to me.

Are we going to retain the ground we
have gained in all these years that we
have labored so hard to secure? We
think we hear you say emphatically, yes.
If so then you will give the farmer nom-
inee your support regardless of party
politics. He is known to be a man of
integrity and every way competent to
fill that honorable position, and surely
it is his within your power, my brother
farmers, to elect him to that high office.
We sincerely hope that the farmers of
our own noble State will not be blind to
their own interests, and that they will
strive to retain the ground they have se-
cured, and add to them other golden
trophies which justly belong to us.

Do not let party ties keep you from
doing your duty; be independent and
vote for the best man, the man that
you think will look after the welfare of
the agriculturist.  The men in the field
for Governor, in the other parties, are
no doubt honorable and able men, but
they have nothing in common or inter-
est with the farming class. So we need
not expect that either of them will pay
much attention to farming pursuits.

Then rally around the farmer nomi-
nee, show to the world you mean to
practice what you preach. Stand by
your calling and the man whose interest
is identical with your own. Don't be
swerved from your duty; the political
newspapers are busy to mislead the peo-
ple. If they would keep truth on their
side it might do, but they don't. The
disgusting slang they use comes from all
sides in a greater or less degree that
people hardly know where to place any
confidence. Yesterday we read C. G.
Luce was a bogus farmer, had not been
in that business for some time—that he
was connected with two banks and was
very rich, and he was also not so popu-
lar with the Grange as formally, etc.

We see through the gauze veil. It is
to weaken the confidence of the farming
class, to secure a few votes for the other
side. People are not so easily fooled
as they used to be. It is a dull scholar
that cannot learn. People are doing
more of their own thinking than former-
ly. They are better educated and not
so easily deceived nowadays. But if it
were possible the political newspapers
would deceive 'the very elect to gain
their point, and he who can deceive and

talk the worst gets the biggest pay; so
we have read.
We will drop the political newspaper

men now, and ask all and every farmer
to loDk well to his own interest, for
there is no one else who will do it for
you. We don't know but our remarks
savor too much of politics to meet the
approval of ourcareful editor. We have
not said all we would like to for we feel
very much interested. We, as farmers,
have much at stake. Yes, we know we
are only g woman and will not cast a
vote, but we are bound to cast our in-
fluence if it be only small. Yours for
the right.

Hip, hip, hurrah for C. G. Luce for
Governor. AUNT KATE.

An Advance Step.
[An essay read by Carrie Smith before Hills-
dale County Grange, Aug. 4, 1886.J

The course of the enlightenment, ele-
vation and civilization of the human
race has been by slow degrees, the
great mass of each generation fully be-
lieving that there was not much more
advancement to be made, that the great
acme had been reached, much further
progress was impossible, and that the
efforts of great minds should thence be
directed toward maintaining that stand-
ard, to counteract retrogression. In fact,
this general idea has been shared by
many of the minds accredited with the
greatest powers possessed by men. For
instance, not many centuries ago the
most advanced nations of Europe be-
lieved that theft and all manner of rob-
bery could not be suppressed, that no
person could own more property than
he could command the force to protect,
that the exercise of protection was not
the province of the State but of the in-
dividual who needed it. The person
who had then said it were possible
for the State to make property safe
when not enclosed by high walls, and
the walls supported by an armed force,
would have been considered a lunatic:.

About seventeen years ago | chanced
to be upon the borders of the Osage
lands in Kansas. At that time those
red men (noble specimens though they
were) had no use for property that
could not be carried with them on very
short notice. Wherever they were seen,
whether in camp Or on the trail, there
all their effects were to be found. And
why?. Because their civilization was so
low as to warrant nothing else. In con-
trast, and only a few miles away, the
white pioneer halted,laid his claim upon
government land, and sometimes with-
out even a tent he left valuable proper-
ty for weeks or months, and he did it
with confidence that it would be found
intact upon his return, his confidence
being seldom betrayed. White people
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of the United States are descendants of
the European nations referred to. The
native of Michigan can hardly conceive
of the condition of those nations.

Itis hardly necessary to trace the
different steps by which the change has
been wrought. But we are compelled
to pity the uncivilized person because
he is not capaple of maintaining and
enjoying the security and untold bless-
ings of a high civilization. But stop,
let us take a second view of the matter.
Is our situation really as enviable as it at
first glance might appear? The prop-
erty of the white American is compaia-
tively safe, but he cannot let his son
leave the native threshold without im-
minent danger that he will be seized by
the liquor traffic,this great and growing
institution, legalized, sustained and
made respectable by the laws of State
and Nation. He is more than liable to
be seized by this gigantic engine of in-
famy, bound hand and foot and carried
down, down' to the lowest depths of
hell. Then what does a little pr'operty
or its safety avail? Most people have
been accustomed to say of intemper-
ance and the liquor traffic, as was said
by our ancestry concerning crimes of
their day, to wit: "Such things have
always been practiced and always will
be." Although admitting the necessity,
they say that organized society has not
the power to stop it. It is possible that
a majority hold such an opinion to-day.

Now, Brothers and Sisters, is there
not remaining one of the greatest of
advance steps in the course of civiliza-
tion yet to be taken by the American
people? In other words must this evil,
the magnitude of which the English lan-
guage does not afford the means of ex-
pression, always remain?

In the signs of the times as revealed
in the political campaign we read a
most emphatic answer. For the last
few years it has been more and more
apparent that the hold of the old po-
litical parties has been weak upon think-
ing and conscientious men. Those par-
ties have not in good faith been able to
agree upon a platform broad enough
and plain enough for such men to stand
on with a clear conscience,but have been
controlled in the interest of corpora-
tions and unprincipled individuals. They
have perhaps unwillingly been whipped
into the most abject subserviency by the
liquor traffic, and to-day present the
pitiable spectacle of a slave rendering
unresisting service to a most conscience-
less master, and as a result the politics
of America are to-day being stirred as
never before since the memorable days
of the repeal of the Missouri Com-
promise. The old leaders are either
despondent or nearly frantic in their ef-
forts to devise some means by which
they can secure the support of their
old following for one more election.
The press of the whole country is full
of expressions of doubt or warning, of
ridicule or misrepresentation. In the
effort to enthuse the people they meet
with utter failure. They are losing their
best and most exemplary men, those in
whom the masses have confidence.

The old parties are disintegrating,but
the politics of America are not yet so
degenerate as to be long without a par-
ty actuated by a holy principle, clean
in its membership and in its general
character,above all manner of gambling,
trading and wire-pulling, and impelled
principally by the desire that right shall
prevail, and to that end working confi-
dently, persistently and aggressively.

Such a party has been born and is
growing like a young giant. Within a
few months its perfoimances have
caused many agreeable surprises to the
friends of progress and filled many of
its enemies with consternation. Its
membership is of the best men in Ameri-
ca in point of virtue, integrity and
ability, including such names as St.
John, Talmage, Dow, Wolf.Bailey,Pick-
ering, Finch, and many others of equal
strength and prominence in the nation

at large. And in our own State we have
Preston, Dickie, Reynolds, Sagendorf,
Crozie™ Schumaker, Merritt Moore,

Thomas Moore, and scores of others of
equal prominence and merit. We have
the support of a clear majority of the
clergy and a large proportion of the
college professors of Michigan and more
coming daily. We are also supported
by the VY. C. T. U. of the nation, of it-
self a mighty force.

convention is a new surprise
country,at least to all who are correctly-
informed upon such matters.

The climax occurred at Lansing one

The number, en-j
thusiasm and ability in each succeeding |
to thel
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of Representatives of the State of Michi-
gan, That there shall be submitted to
the electors of this State, for their ap-
proval or rejection,the following amend-
ment to section ten of article ten of the
constitution of this State:

SEC. 10. The Board of Supervisors,
or in the county of Wayne, the Board
of County Auditors, shall have the ex-
clusive power to prescribe and fix the
compensation for all services rendered
for, and to adjust all claims against
their respective counties, and the sum
so fixed or defined shall be subject to no
appeal;

Provided, That the Legislature shall
have power to regulate, cont”, modify
or abolish the Board of County Audi-
tors of Wayne County and may by law
provide for the auditing of the accounts
of Wayne County. Be it further

Resolved, That said constitutional
amendment shall be submitted to the
electors of the State, at the general
election to be held on the Tuesday suc-
ceeding the first Monday in November,
in the year one thousand eight hundred
and eighty-six, and the Secretary of
State is hereby required to give notice
of the same to the Sheriffs of the sev-
eral counties of this State, in the same
manner that he is now required to do
in the case of the election of a Governor
or Lieutenant Governor, and the several
townships and cities in this State shall
prepare a suitable box for the reception
of ballots cast for or against such propo-
sition. Each person voting for said
proposition shall have written or print-
ed or partly written and partly printed
on his ballot the words, "Amendment
to the constitution relative to the Board
of Auditors of Wayne County—Yes;"
and each person voting against said
proposition shall have written or print-
ed or partly written and partly printed
on his ballot the words: "Amendment
to the constitution relative to the Board
of Auditors of Wayne County—N,i."
The ballots shall in all respects be can-
vassed and returns made as in the elec-
tion of Governor aud Lieutenant Gov-
ernor.

Ordered to take immediate effect.

May 11, 1855.

Each of the auditors receives $2,500
per annum, making $7,500 in all. In ad-
dition to this they employ a clerk at
$1,500 a year and a message boy at
$400, making a grand total of $9,400
besides rents and stealings.

Their power seems to be nearly abso-
lute as they are not in the leist amen-
able ;to the Board of Supervisors nor
any other Board. Any one sufficiently
interested to desire an illustration of
theif, manner of doing business is most
respectfully referred to the Evening
Journal of M y 19, 20, 1886. The tax-
payers of Wayne County sincerely hope
and trust that ti.eir friends in the other
counties will vote—"Yes," giving the
State Legislature the powers specified
in the amendment, thus saving them
several thousands of dollars per annum
and placing them on an equal footing
with their sister counties. F. R. W.

Oak, Mich.

Too Positive.

Perhaps all naturally decided persons
can recall instances when they have
spoken with more force than they after-
ward wished they had. The professor
mentioned below 'may, probably, be
classed among such individuals:

The professor was showing a party of
ladies and gentlemen over some large
works at Birmingham, chiefly engaged
in the manufacture of complicated opti-
cal instruments. The party came to a
very ingenious instrument, the working
of which the professor proceeded to ex-
plain.

In the midst of his exposition, a
roughly-dressed young man, standing
near, struck in and civilly showed the
man of science that he was quite mis-
taken in his explanations of the instru-
ment.

The professor, whose weak point is
not an excess of humility, angrily main-
tained his own view, but did not succeed
in convincing his opponent, who finally
shrugged his shoulders and walked off.

'*Who is that—that ~erson?" asked the

professor, indignantly, of a workman
standing by.
"Oh, that is Dr. ," was the reply;

"he invented that instrument you have
been looking at." Tableau.

The County Fair.
The farmers should not forget that the
County agricultural society is revived,
in the absence of the state fair, and

week ago to day, when one thousand of j that every effort is being made to make

the most virtuous and brainy delegates
that ever assembled in convention in
Michigan proceeded amidst the great-
est enthusiasm to adopt a platform un-
mistakable in its language and wholly
in the interest of the home and good
government, and to nominate a State
ticket with names that represent worth
and integrity.

The answer that | read in the signs
of the times is: A political crisis is im-
minent. The Americans are about to
take the advance step.

A Constitutional Amendment.

EDITOR GRANGE VISITOR, Sir:—Will
you, through the medium of your valua-
ble paper,give publication to the follow-
ing statement of facts and thus aid in
giving relief to the tax ridden people of
Wayne County? The State Legislature
at its session of 1S85, passed the follow-
ing joint resolution:

Res:lved, By the Senate and House

the exhibition a success. To that end
indications point.

The following from O. P. Morton is
of interest:

To exhibitors of sheep, swine and
poultry of the county of Kalamazoo:

I am pleased t, say, as superintend-
ent of these departments, that we have
plenty of room for a grand exhibition
that will prove a pride to the people,
and an honor to the farmers of the state.
Come one, come all, and let us revive
the Kalamazoo county agricultural soci-
ety and place our county in the front
rank. Remember that we have a large
number of the stalls left by the State
agricultural society and none need stay
at home for want of room or good care
of your stock. O. P. MORTON.

DISTRICT Master Workman of District
assembly No. 30 of Massachusetts, in-
cluding Springfield, has notified knights
that their connection with any liquor
club will result in immediate dismissal.



