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THE next regular meeting of Allegan County
Pomona Grange will be held with Ganges
Grange, No. 339, on Thursday, October 7, 1836.
The fifth degree will be conferred upon any who
may wish. Fourth degree members are cordially
invited to attend. Following is the program:
Address of welcome, F. W. Robinson; Reply,
E. N. Bates. Reports from subordinate Granges
of the county will be followed by a discussion
of these questions. Their opening has been as-
signed to the Brothers named. Is it right or ad-
visable to indorse paper for a friend or to lend
our name in any case?—]J. V. Orton. The Oleo-
margarine Bill passed by Congress, is it just?
What is our duty towards it?—A. T. Stark.
What are the most practical and available meas-
ures for promoting temperance or total absti-
nence from intoxicating beverages?—T. C. Bus
kirk. If time permits other questions of inter-
est to farmers will be discussed.

WE sharpened our pencil to say ‘amen’ to
Mrs. A. J. Sutton in the last VISITOR. The
Granges need a host of just her kind to cause
them to move along and keep pace with other
organizations We are interested in the reports
from Towa-—a live report is cheering. In “A
Woman’s Allowance’ this sentence deserves to
be immortalized, ‘I am nota woman’s righter
in the popular sense of the term, but I thank
the Lord that I am man enough to recognize the
fact that my wife @s my wife and the mother of
my children, has rights, money-spending rights,
that T have no business interfering with.”’ Myra’s
picnic was really one to be enjoyed. Van Bu
ren County picnic was on a cold day and too
late in the season, was poorly attended and was
a failure on account of ali these drawbacks.
Politics run high and party spirit is still in the
ascendency. Prohibition is blind as any other
love, and acts with as little judgment. Grange
wide awake and politically active, each for his
own. - = S.
ALL Patrons that have not been sufficiently
bitten by the Bohemian oat and red line wheat
swindlers can now have the opportunity of pur
chasing cans of poor tea and coffee of a firm in
Detroit,in which you will find brass cuff buttons
and shirt studs, also cast iron ear rings. The
names of stool pigeons and cappers will be found
inleading Detroit papers that receive a percent-
age of blood money for advertising. Please bite.
H. D. PLATT.

GRATIOT County is being blessed with fre-
quent rains, which would have been better re-
ceiwved two months ago, but which now are not
without benefit,enabling farmers to plow ground
for wheat, which was nearly impossible before
the rains. Crops in general are as promising as
usuai. Potatoes will not be as plenty as last year
but are of better quality, and those having any
for sale no doubt will realize more than last sea-
son. The law of supply and demand rules the
potato market more than any other crop.

The Republican Convention at Grand Rapids
was wise enough to see that public :entiment
calls for something more than great wealth to
guide the “Helm of State.” As a result, the
Grange has reason to rejoice that their standard
bearer was chosen by a unanimous vote as the
one most likely to win the race. “‘Straws show
which way the wind blows,” and may we not
all hope that the “money bar’l’ is a thing of the
past when it concerns Michigan’s Governors?
A.C. L
WE do not want any farmers’ party, but we
do want to make our influence felt so that the
politicians from all parties will pay some little
attention to our interests.

““There is a tide in the affairs of men,

Which taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life

Is bound in shallows and in miseries.’’

This is the farmers’ opportunity, for in Cyrus
G. Luce we have a candidate who is not only
honest and capable, but he belongs to the great
army of toilers who work with their hands. He
is in full sympathy with us and knows our wants,
our hardships, our privations, and our joys, for
he has experienced them. How will it be to
have a Governor who will not only know us, a
common, work-a-day people, but is not afraid
to come in contact with us? It is not a question
of politics. It rises above party. Vote for Far-
mer Luce, because in his life work he represents
us and our interests, and let the vote be so over-
whelmingly large that there will be no mistak-
ing its significance, and the farmer vote will no
longer be ignored. W. C. H.

WHAT does Bro. Cortland Hill mean by an in-
dependent voter? If he means a man who votes

marks introduced Bro. Luce, who made one of

no party, I am glad there was but one in his Po-
mona Grange. If he means a man who will not
vote for an unsatisfactory man on his ticket, but
rather step into another party to select his man,

We have lots of that kind in our county and I
am glad of it. Itis our duty by all means to
belong to some political party. If not, how can
we help select good men? We should attend cau- | i
cus and convention,notbeing afraid to advocate
men and principles of our own choice. We may
not always succeed. If not, we shall feel the
satisfaction of having tried.

Sometime we have been advocating, ‘“‘Farmers
to the front.”
Wha®are we going to do about it? Sit quietly
with ourfeet upon the table, smoking our ‘‘two
foranickel,”” saying, ¢“Didn't we do the thing,
though?”” TIs that whatwe have been preaching
alhthesesyears? Not much. We must take off
-‘our‘coa'ts and put in some good work. We all
know that Mr, Luce is a man well qualified for | 3
the office®f Governor. Wouldn't we all feel
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BiGeLow,

prouddto have the ¢‘big chair’’ at Lansing occu-
ied‘once by a farmer, one with whom we are
J;or most ol us acquainted? I think so. There
i¢ome way to get him there and that is with

to Mr. Luce? I say yes. I have aright to preach
what I practice When Mr. Holloway was nomi-
nated for Governor I gave him my vote, not sim-
ply because he was a farmer, but because I
thought he would make a good Governor. I

Brothers of the Grange, and brother farmers,
shall we pull together this fall on our farmer can-
didate for Governor? M. T. CoLE.

febiys

remarks of a general nature.
made, expressed himself as strongly in favor of

in the principles of the Grange. Bro. Bowerman
then made some remarks showing the necessity
for the organization of society for the preven-
tion of the liquor traffic.
the declaration of purpose of the K. of L., which
surprised many present by the many points of
similarity between the purposes of the K. of L.
and the P. of H.
the day and after giving three cheers for the la-
dies, the assembly broke up. Thus ended the
first picnic of Summit Grange. The Patrons
wore a green ribbon, the Knights a blue one,the
Templars a white one, while a goodly number
wore all three. W. R

Wednesday and we had a very enjoyable and
profitable meeting. About one o’clock an ex-
cellent dinner was served to all present. The
exercises commenced with music by the band,
prayer,and song by the Grange choir,after which
the Worthy Master in a few very appropriate re-

the best addresses to the farmers of Genesee
County that it has been our pleasure to listen to
for some time.
agriculture and the interests of the farmer.
urged the farmers to organize for mutual benefit
and protection, supporting his statements by ar
guments that ought to convince any one that the
Grange should be supported by the farmer. The
farmers of Flushing will long remember Bro.
Luce’s first visit to Genesee County.

tion was presented and unanimously adopted:

vote of thanks to Bro. Cyrus G. Luce for the
able address made last Wednesday at our picnic.

wonder why there was not something in the Vis
ITOR about our Grange. It was.because 1 did not
do my duty as Secretary. It is ratherlate in the
day now,but will say that Lafayette Grange is a
firstinone party then in another and belongs to | live Grange of 36 members situated in a
ous community. Children’s Day was observed;
nearly 140, old and young, were at the
dinner. A grand, good time was enjoyed by all.
Will you insert in the next issug of the
then I am surprised. - | that the Washtenaw Agricultural and Horticultu-
ral Association will hold its first Fair September
30, October 1, 2, and 3.
and see what splendid Fair grounds and build.

by the presence of Sister
Monday Sister Mayo arrived in Kalkaska and
We have one now to the front. | in the evening spoke to a very appreciative au-
dience in the
Grange meetings.
for a little more than an hour,
when she was through. After the lecture we met
in closed session and initiated a candidate in
the third and fourth degrees.

and taking along a basket of provisions, started
for Bro. Gibson’s, about ten miles away, where
we listened to another lecture
which was well attended and
seemed to enjoy. After the lecture all partook
votes. We have enough. Shall we give them | of a picnic supper.

school-house where Clearwater Grange was or-
ganized by Sister Mayo, with a charter member-
ship of 14. Although it
(there being a heavy frost) we were all glad that
we went and sorry when the
have never been sorry I gave him my vote. | good-bye to Sister Mayo,
membered by and ever welcome to Boardman
Valley and Clearwater Granges.

following resolutions were adopted:
Resolved, That the nomination of Bro. C. G.
Luce for Governor meets with the hearty ap-

Woodman Grange, No. 610.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions

be sent to Bro. Luce and "also to the VISITOR

for publication. MarLIN L. WiLMoOT,
Sept. 10, 1886 Sec’y.

SUMMIT GRANGE, No. 672, gave their first an-
nual picnic Sept. 2, and it was in every way a
complete success. The Knights of Labor and
Good Templars were invited and turned out in
full force. At 10 A. M. the different organiza
tions met at the hall and were there formed in
three divisions by Bro. James A. Davidson, the
Marshal of the day. The members of the Grange
composing the first division were headed by
Wm. Rose, Master. The second division was
composed of the Knights of Labor and was
headed by Wm. Gallagher, Master Workman.
The third division was composed of the Good
Templars and headed by Moses Bowerman, Wor
thy Chief. Two bands were present and good
music was plenty. The procession marched to
the picnic grounds one-half mile distant, where
on behalf of the Grange Bro. Rose, President of
the day, welcomed the invited guests and all
present to the first annual picnic of Summit
Grange. Sister Minnie Fuller followed in a po-
em of welcome, which was well rendered and
well received. Sister Effie Kingsley followed
with a recitation entitled ‘“Neighbor Jones,”
which elicited rounds of applause. Miss Myra
Bowerman, representing the Good Templars, re-
cited a poem on the evils of the liquor traffic,
depicting in vivid colors the curse of intemper-
ance. Bro. J. P. Tillotson, on behalf of the
Knights of Labor, delivered a discourse, which
was listened to with close attention throughout.
The speaker made many good points and was
loudly applauded at the close. Dinner was next
in order, and such a dinner! The ladies had ev-
ery thing in ample order and their efforts were
duly appreciated by the audience. After dinner
speaking was resumed. Mr. Albright made a
few well-timed remarksin favor of temperance
and afterwards two young girls, daughters of F.
Jacobs, recited pieces which were well received.
Mr. D. C. Crawford made some pertinent re-
marks on temperance and earnestly urged all
parties present to lend their influence to the
cause. Mr. Crawford’s remarks were attentively
listened to and produced a good effect on the
audience. Bro. E. G. Kingsley then made some
He congratulated
the community on the creditable showing they

the cause of temperance and as a firm believer

Bro. Gallagher read

This closed the exercises of

Grand Traverse Co.

FLUSHING GRANGE held its annual picnic last

He confined himself strictly to
He

At our Grange meeting the following resolu-

Resolved, That Flushing Grange extend a

THE members of Lafayette Grange, No. g2,

prosper-
table to

VisiTor

Come one, come all,

ngs the Society has.
SEC. ILAFAYETTE GRANGE.

BOARDMAN Valley Grange has been aroused
Mayo among us. On

school-house where we hold our
Although Sister Mayo spoke
we were all sorry

On Tuesday about

o of the Patrons put on 'their Sunday clothes,

by Sister Mayo,
which every one

We then repaired to the
was a very cold night
time came to say

who will be long re-

MRrs. Geo. Buck.

Lenawee Co.

AT the last regular meeting of our Grange the |

proval and will receive the united support of!plcase. Our Grange seems to be doing

' NoT having seen any thing in the VisiTor
from Coral Grange, No. 542, for a long time, I
thing I will drop you a few lines and being a
high private in the rear ranks, I can say what I
quite
{ well, although through haying and harveslir}g it
| seemed to lag some. I think as the evenings
lengthen and the weather gets cool and farmers
get through seeding, we shall again havelively
times in the Grange. ‘Ne keep adding new
members. I think we will soon have a large and
prosperous Grange. Yesterday morning being
wet and lowery, Ithought I would see if I could
get a few subscribers to the VISITOR on the 3

months’ plan. I started out and succeeded be-
yond my expectations. I am sure- it every Pat-
ron would try for a few hours, we could put the
Visitor in hundreds of homes, not knowing
how much benefit it might be to the Order. En-
closed you will find $2.20 for 3-months’ subscri-
bers. Wum. H. RANDALL.

Montcalm Co.

THERE has been no rain in this vicinity to
amount to any thing,until quite lately, since the
20th of June, and people are surprised that
crops can be as good as they are. Apples are
not very plenty and many of them are falling
off. Potatoes are about two-thirds of a crop,
but of excellent quality. Wheat yields from 15
t0 40 bushels to the acre, and oats have been
threshed that go 85 bushels to the acre. Corn
is a very fair crop, some fields extra good. Far-
mers should not complain; the Lord is on our
side. Let us do our part and leave the result
with him, for he knows, better than we do, how
to manage all things well.

I am sorry to see the Postal Page run down to
two columns. I have heard a great many say
that the Postal Jottings made the most interest-
ing page in the whole VisiTor,and yet that page
is not half full. While so many have ceased to
write short articles for the Postal Page, Sister
Mayo and I are still at our post, and the only
fault [ find with either one of us is, our articles
are too long to go into that column. But I can
not help it. I try to boil it down all I can, but
the more I say, the more I want to say.

Luna Sprague Peck,in her wire-pulling poem,
says that, “Women and idiots are shut from the
polls by alaw of our land.” But there is no
such law in Clinton County. TIdiots rush to the
polls en masse, and very often carry the elec
tion, and I have never heard of an idiot being
challenged.

At our last Pomona Grange the question of
independent voting was earnestly discussed by
the very best talent we have in the county of
Clinton, and every speaker condemned the long
established practice of being Tled by the nose
with the party string, and pledged himself here-
after to vote for the best man. After they all
got through, T arose and said: “Worthy Master,
I am sorry that the general election could not
be held next Tuesday, so that these good broth-
ers could all vote before th2y backslide.”
Clinton County. CORTLAND HILL.

The signs are encouraging. The farmers of
Michigan have not worked and hoped so long
in vain. As the VISITOR has often told them,
it is intelligent, persistent work in the right di-
rection that would win. This has now proved
true. Cyrus G. Luce, the representative man of
the best interests of Michigan, is now in nomi-
nation for Governor. He is already in the field,
advocating your cause with all others pertaining
to the progress of our State. Read his speech
at Flushing, which for-convincing, logical argu-
ment is unanswerable, and you can not but heed
its wise instruction. And wherever he goes the
people will flock to hear him. You can rest as-
sured. farmers, that your cause is in good hands,
and that through Mr Luce’s election it will be
prominently brought before the bar of legisla-
tive discussion in this State. Certainly, there is
no man on whom our people ever ccnferred
gubernatorial honors, who was ever more wor-
thy of your votes than Cyrus G. Luce. In fact,
has not the golden opportanity now come, for
which the farmers of Michigan have been so
long 1z boring and waiting? An opportunity in
which they could place an able, sterling, up-
right man from their own ranks in the guberna-
torial chair ot this State. As has already been
said, our farmers have at last found “a balm in
Gilead” for many of their troubles. V. B.

FRATERNITY GRANGE, No. 52, met August 19,
tocommemorate its thirteenth anniversary. Not
as many present as usual. Seme of our members
are away for a summer trip, others too busy to
come.

We have assembled at our hall three times
this year for memorial services. A loneliness is
felt in our midst; we miss the dear departed
enes; a sympathetic spirit prevails and we strive
to encourage each other. We have able heipers
to keep up the interest in the Grange. Our
Children’s Day was not reported in June as our
Secretary was sick. She has since passed to the
spirit world. Her funeral was held at the Grange
Hall with a very large attendance. The Grange
ceremony was read in part and many kind re-
membrances of her were given, with lessons of
instruction for each of us. We had a large num-
ber of children to take a part in the 40 recita-
tions and music—a hopeful outlook for the fu-
ture; 140 enjoyed our feast, strawberries and
ice cream in abundance, with farmers’ luxuries.
For three years we have had a Children’s Day
in the autumn,a very enjoyable social gathering.
We can heartily recommend Children’s Days,
picnics, harvest festivals, anniversaries, and
many social gatherings to brighten up the path-
way of life and give a good moral tone.,
Washtenaw Co. Mgs. J. W. CHILDS.

_ EXTRACTS from private letters that should in-
cite some of our brothers to do some lively ten-
cent work for the Visrtor.

I F1yD on my table this morning the GRANGE
VISITOR for September 1, 1886, and it is a wel-
come find, I assure you. The editorialson page
4 of this number I most heartily endorse. The |
farmers have at length a representntive man at
the head of the State ticket, one worthy of the
vote of every farmer in the State. I knew him
very intimately from 1862 to 1869 in Coldwater,
and since that time I have walcged his teach-
ings and example in public and private with sin-
cere approval. I rejoice in the prospect of elect-
ing a capable and worthy farmer to the Chief
Executive office of the State. Enclosed find one

Kalkaska Co., Sept. 8.

mail to parties who are not subscribers.
|

| the remainder of thiz year. Almost any

majority.

Throw up your hat and “Hurrah for Luce.”
Didn’t I “tell you so?”’
=1 received a copy of the GRANGE VISITOR last
week. My first impression was, there 1s a mis-
take, but finding it marked I was led to exam-
ine it. I do not care to flatter the Editor or the
general appearance of the paper, but I think it
much improved. I have all the papers and more
than I read, but I will send you some stamps for
I'like to hear from the Editor often as well as
others. Iam no Granger. I never have been
a member of any secret order. If T have any-
thing good 1 like to share it with my friends.

‘‘Farmers and Politics” suited me to a T, and
and all our members seemed to be suited, but
whether they will make use of the ideas con-
tained therein or simply “‘trust in Providence’
and leave it all to the leaders of their respective
parties remains to be seen.

Your favor of the 8th inst. duly received. The
half-dozen copies of Visitor are at hand this
morning and I hope to place them in the hands
of pamgies not now subscribers and who may be
influenced by its teachings. I am not surprised
at the grand opening of the campaign by Far-
mer Luce at Flushing. He is reported as saying
and doing just what I thought from his full,hon-
est heart he would say and do.

Qoﬁtes of @crtings.

‘THE nextsession ot St. Joseph County Grange,
No. 4, will be held at Burr Oak Thursday, Oct.
7, 1886. A good program is provided and a full
attendance of the members is desired. All fourth
degree members are cordially invited to attend.

A. E. Howakb, Sec’y.

I OFTEN see jottings from all other Granges
but ours. We are alive and have a good live
Grange, numbering 68 good members; have lit-
erary exercises and discussions every evening,
and a good set of Brothers and Sisters. We ob-
served Children’s Day with a picnic and had a
good time. SEC'Y.

Perrinsville, Aug. 30.

THE Manistee District Pomona Grange No.
21, will meet at Sherman, Wexford Co., on
Tuesday, October 5, at 2 o’clock p. m. All
members of the Order are cordially invited to
attend. ChHas. M. Diarmip, Sec’y.

THE Ionia County Agricultural Society will
hold its Fair at Ionia Sept. 28, 29, 30 and Oct.
1. This Society embraces Kent, Barry, Eaton,
Clinton and Montcalm Counties, and we have
mammoth Fairs. D. H. ENGLISH.

o

FISHER —

Died, August 5,1889, at her home in Augusta,
Washtenaw Co., Sister Evaline A. Fisher,a char-
ter member 10 Fraternity Grange, No. 52.

WHEREAS, Our kind Heavenly Father has re-
moved by death.our Worthy Secretary, Sister Eva-
line A. Fisher, who for five years has faithfully
kept our Grange records,one dear to us by man
kindnesses and efforts to help us, a devoted wife
and mother; therefore,

Resolved, That while we grieve for our de-
parted sister, and feel our loss, we cherish her
memory, and extend our sympathies to Brother
Fisher and daughter in their loneliness.

Resotved, That our hall be draped in mourn-
ing for sixty days, as a slight testimonial of our
respect for departed worth, aud that a copy of
these resolutions be presented to our Brother,
also to the GRANGE VIsITOR for publication, and
they be recorded in the minutes of the Grange.

GRANGE COMMITTEE.

HALL—

WHEREAS, Death has entered our gates and
removed from our midst our beloved Sister Mary
Hall and"advan¢ed her to the eternal Grange
above; therefore,

Resolved, That we, the members of Wright
Grange, No. 307, extend our sympathy to Bro.
Hall and sorrowing friends, and that as a memo-
rial to our dear Sister thecharter of this Grange
be draped in mourning for ninety days and this
testimonial be spread upon the Trecords of this
Grange, also a copy sent to the GRANGE VISITOR
for publication. THERON A. JoHNsoN,
B. E. JoHNSsON,

Com.

KLECKNER —

WHEREAS, It has pleased the great Master of
the universe to remove from our midst our late
Brother, Daniel Kleckner;

WHEREAS, Itis but just that a fitting recogni-
tion of his many virtues should be noted; there-
fore, be it

Resolved, By Constantine Grange No. 236,
that while we bow in humble submission 10 the
will of the Most High, we do not the less mourn
for our Brother who has been so suddenly taken
from us.

Resolved, That in the death of Bro. Daniel
Kleckner this Grange laments the loss of a Broth-
er who was ever ready to proffer the hand of aid
and the voice of sympathy to the needy and dis-
tressed of the Fraternity,a friend and compan-
ion who was-dear to us all, a citizen whose up-
right and noble life was a standard for example

for his fellows.

Resolved, That the heartfelt sympathy of this
Grange be extended to his widow in her affliction.
Resolved, That these resolutions be spread on

the records of this Grange, a copy be sent to the

widowed Sister, the Constantine Mercury and
the GRANGE VISITOR, also that the charter be
draped in mourning for a space of thirty days.

doll:r. T want the GRANGE VISITOR one year, !

COMMITTEE.
Constantine, ¥ert. 7, 1886.

and I want five extra copies for three months to

If our members would only make a little ef-
fort we might double our subscription list for
one
{ will give ten cents for a trial copy of theVIsIToR
| if they are only asked to do so and they will ap-
preciate it more than if it was given them. We
are going to elect Bro. Luce by an old-fashioned




winuuudttttions.

hrom my Diary.

EXAMPLE.

Almost all the evils that aplietman’
kind both in private and public Ijfe
come from bad yexample, ~li.. .your

creeds, your professions, ¢ychjr.préacb-
ing, prayers and preqepj» are, ¢If do
avail unless exemplified in y”Nirr lives.
A bad example in yocfc Church Isiasi
evil babblerj ft i”™ an fanis mtuusj that
leads men jastray, ffom Oe/;gtrec)f

of life. The crab”~pbraujed its son fof
walking so crooked. The son replied,
"Father, | have been walking in your
steps." Thbus it is, the young follow in
the steps of the older,, What the wogld
needs most is good exam]m
peasant to the prince, from the mud-
walled cabin to the Presidential man-
sioti/ good example is' the 'good angel
needed to direct men-in-the- right -way;

Of examples in creeds, in/public,-pro-
fessions, in homilies, lectures» and pubr
lie avowals we have enough of these,; if
we can trust what men say 'and promise
to cure all the social and moral evils 6f
this worldj yes, if we wercibyVniep'?
public avowals and professions we could
hot only reform this 'planet 'but yaid
largely in keeping some of our neigh-
bor's worlds in' their proper .moral
courses. If our ~pro~ises, af%, as"tjha
flower to the fruit; they are like the ap—r
pie blossoms a hundred fold more plen-
tiful than the fruit. This isndt'bad in
the vegetable worldbecaijse we have, the
benefit of the beauty and fragrance of
the flowers; they gladden ind delight!
the world and make us better although'
they produce no fruit;. their mission is
not in vain; they may be called thé flo-
ral herald whose message is more em-
phatically an over-glad announcement
of the coming of the fruit. But our
professions have no such herald of the
beautiful in the moral world ,to extenu-
ate their mere promise of fruit and noth-
ing more. If they fail théy leave no
beautiful and sweet memory behind
them, but an unpleasant, deceptive and
injurious one. Such actions may' be
said to leave the person in bad repute.

Man's life is & mirror in which his
good and bad actions are reflected; an|l
although he goes through life. apparent-
ly not knowing thisi, yet h'; |s"a'wr|tten
epistle known and read of all men." At
the same time man acts as if he was a
hieroglyphic that no Champollian could
interpret.  Burns, the keen observer of
man's life, has written:

"O wad some powgcr the gift tie gie us

To see ourselves as ichers see us;

It wad from mony a blunder frae us, ; |
And foolish notion;

What airs in dress and gait would lae us,
And e'n devotion,"

Just so tar as men's afctiOna contra-
dict their professions and promises they
go at & discount. How many., men are
there whose own actions so discount
their lives that they are thrown -into
moral bankruptcy. . This is wgx™e than
thé bankruptcy in qur statute books;
that a man may get out of; this needs a
special regeneration of-the man to raise
him to the confidence of hifij fellow be-
ings once more. ¢ 1"'

Take the example of mothers in: bur
modern hfemes. Is it a wonder»that the
youth of to-day rises, in its owiaesrima.-
tioh, too fast? This is not the fault of
the children, buj.; ~theaf jjiarents. A
little girl of fashion tricked out like i
woman of fashion; be-hooped and be
furbelowed, wearing diamond ringsion
her small fingers, bracelets ?on h'er Stetf
de'r wrists, : and sporting 'a 'ihi'Aiatife*
watch and chafelaind, 'naturajlyépough
tries-to play the role- tor which;she:bas
been caparrsonedi Bedécked iike tnam-
ma she copies mamma's airs and graces
of course, and is never weary.of gazing
at her reflected .duplicate in' mammas
cheval glass. The: littleslady.'has ¢her
"receptions" toof-Why. no6t?! '‘What is
proper for minima must %lso be for
mamma's darling. -.She insists on being
cklled™'Miss" by the-'servants,'l;and
scolds 'them with &; 'Vjbmtfliiy' béyqgrtd
her 'years.". She issues, cards,.. %nd. ;the,
lilliputian-world of ten attends her par-
ties. They are called -the "children's"
parties—the reunion oi baby, belles and
beaux. Theré is iiOthihg childlike about
them. The girls andi boys-~-we i>eg
their pardon—the ) oung ladiesand gen*
tremen, would turn tip-their 'littlg noses
in huge disdain at "'pus” in the cOrnerj"
"bloody Tom," or "hunt, the slipper."”
Such sports smack too much of: the: bar-
barous agés, when children were chil-
dren, and wore pinafores', and wérit to
bed at 8 p. M, to be relished by children
with the modern improvements.

If a dame of the plainer days, before,

children knew their rights, could revisit
this modern home her first exclamation
on beholding one of her infant descend-
ants would probably be—"how much
more elder art thod than "thy looks!"
And the infant, if. femiuine, would most
likely reply that she was a "horrid
fright," or, if masculine, that she was a
"regular guy.” Now here is the effect

of example in our modern homes. It
is like mother like daughter. There aré,
we know, exceptions to this, but they

only point the index finger to the gen-
eral rule; . - <o

Then- again as regards example among
the masses, what. strange results do we
find. "Men," says. Richter, "are like
sheep—will follow the bell-weathers of
the flock. You may .raise a stick and
the bell-weather will jump' oyer it, and
those nearest:will jump'after hirtf. Now
you may take the stick away and the

» » otathfe'
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rest of the sheep will continue to jump
just as the leader did till they have all
passed by you." How true this of men;
they will fallow a leader from habit or
blind iQstfiaidt merely”.; They appear t?
have fi'o established convictions of right
eor>wrt>ag .to direct thfm—they sitbply
follow the leader. You will see this
blind following of a leader'in politic«,
,in labor organizations, in Gbngr”ss; in
the jury botfj. in oiir school m”~eriigs, or
wherever me&\act'togethir in k laige or
small »body: /The worst feature, of this
whol~in~Wi'is tiiat men Vfollow'tHe tt-J
ample'-df others wf~aut really knowing
or caring why they -do it. A friend
saysrto the writer, "1 can stepoutOf my
store on Broadway, New Yofk City, on
to \he pavement,"and, for afew seconds,
look steadily up into the skv, then step
bakek Intd niy store agairi/'andTwill
find hundreds of men as they pass along
stop at the same spot aAd”~P” up into,
the sky as | did. Thfis"isen blindly
follow, one another without an intelli-
gent thought given to their conduct,” or
a consideration. of the motive that im-
pels them ,to aqt. The corrective; influ
erice of the highest and best examples
should come !from our homes, our
schools, and bur Churches: V- B.

A Trip to Kansas.

EDITOR GRANGE VisiTORJ-i-Marvel
ous 'changes are taking placé in the
West," What were wild prairies yestér
day are populous communities to-day”
with new and -bustling cities- springing,
as'if by magic, from the plains. A few
lines regarding one of these may intéri
est your readers go we: will attempt a
recital of 'sokne Of' the things we saw
during a recent visit to Ford County,
Kansas.

It is about 300 miles southwest from
Kansas City on the main line of thé
Santa Fe railroad and is best reached
by that route. * From the. earliest day
ticeak we had passed through a magniti
cent country, and at two P. M. alighted
at Spearville,—a new arid stirring place
built largely of substantial stone b.uild
ings.. We "did: the town" that afternoon
and retired early to recruit for the great
er task of doing the country on the
morrow.

With a spanking span of Spanish
ponies we were off soon after breakfast
for a drive that we will not soon forget.
The air.was pure and bracing, the roads
good and solid and not a stump or tree
in sight.! As We sped along over broad
smooth- prairies, thickly carpeted with
grass, we thought Of their hj~tory. For
ages buffalo roamed here in countless
numbers and their "wallows" are on all
sides-still! plainly visible. A-few years
ago "the shaggy monsters were sup-
planted by scarcely less numerous,
horses and cattle, and now they, in
turn, have been driven further on to
make room tor the plow and , harvester.

Any one ought to know that a soil
which, year after year, in a state of' na
ture-could feed and fatten such mighty
hérds must' prove a bonanza to..the
farmer, but we never before so fully
realized how wonderful is its fertility
and capacity for-plant growth. !t ife a
mellow lpam, very dark in .color, from
two to four feet deep and interlaid by a
porous subsoil.. For even surface and
ease of cultivation we have never seen
its' equal.. . Inim'éiise. growths' of .corn,
wheat, pats, barley, bro itti cprn, clover
l—in short everything adapted to a
warm temperate climate,: is' produced
here. We saw young orchards,-the fine
thrifty appearance of-which .is not sur-
passed. 3 even- dm 'the . Michigan : "fruit
bek"' but -the-flavort of the ftuit is not
gtiite as'good as" that produced. in sOrtié'
Of/the more castgrh"st™M€»._ '] :

IniSpearville we. tound a; fine ,exam-
ple of Uhe-enterprise of these Western
people, If they, believe'an undertaking
will payj there, is no work so hard.Or
expense so greajt as :to dauint them.
Seeing the large volarne of water that
all-iirinmer" sweeps.down the Arkansas
Ri-V'er from jnelting snovts.in- thé mounf-.
fiinSj it .was askedy"Vyhy:not utilize this
stream'Tjy cutting canals, leading water
out on to, these.slopés and, letting the
farmer "turn it over his fields?* A canai
Was, begun, eighty-milesl of . it are.cocn-.
pleted and'its length increases-as rapidty-
as several, large forces ,of horses and'
men, with the best machinery,'can-, doe
the work.-e,. <o < e

e Far out along the divide, between the!
Arkansas and'Pawnee, it winds-its way,
almost a river itself .in sij?e. aiid”™ power:,
For the first 48 miles it is 45 feet wide-
on top, 28 feét wide at the bottom, 6
feet deep- and - has ari even incline of 2-
feet per mile. Thé r.emaindej is of the
same width at the "top.and 4 feet deep,
but has a grade of three feet per mile.

It is surprising how cheaply and -with
how little work land can be irrigated
when the conditit n are all just, right.:
Whole townships nere seem made for
this purpose. Rapid current, gentle
incline and good, underdramage com-
bine to make it easy and thorough.

The farmer wishing to water his crops
contracts with the ditch company at the
rate of $1.00 to $1.50 per acre, for the
year, then turns two 'furrows apart from
the lateral to his field. Placing a dam
in the lateral he causes the -waters ta
rise until it flows, through a chute into
his own ditch, thencé over his land.

Thus equipped he conducts the safest
and most profitable husbandry in the
world, for. not only is - he sure of crops
evéry year but by supplying water just
when it is needed he pushes them
through steady, vigorous growth to per-
fect maturity and enormous yieMs

KEO-AJKTGKEJ vV I S |

We learf that tftedithh -¢gmpany do
not claim that thei| an is i~ftspensable
to successful'agris&ltyre inifhis region.
Ey4r since real arid systematic farming
has been done here as good -cropa have
been obtained as the average anywhere,
but here, as in nearly every placein the
IJnited States, a failure of rain for a ,few
weeks, just 4t the Gritical time, .occasion-
ally dwarfs the crop» when could .the
farmer have opened a sluice gate, /at
suriset of the day when water was Srat
néeded he would have supplied thé Nec-
essary moisture, changed results and
been rewarded many fold for alt ei!
pense. . Vv - - )

Having. just come from the .East
across several states, dried and parched
by drouth, we £ould understand the
logic of these claims but .stilj we {tqubjed
if the expenditure of over & hatf Intllion
in such a canal would pay and frankly
~pressed our doubts to .the treasurer pf
thfe cbriapkny. i i+i-tepliea: N'~THose NMc-
customed to irrigation know-the advan-
tage of having crops insured against all
drouth, and others will learn by obser-
vation. ; In this country, supplémented
as we are by rainfall, we can guarantee
all the moisture needed to 500,000
acres without overtaxing our ditch", but
should we" irrigate only one-fifth of that
amount at $r.25 per acre it will yield a
very satisfactory dividend."-1 ! :

We. drove several - miles along the
canal, studied" the substantial character
of the work, crossed seyeral large,strong
bridges spanning it, and with ravenous
appetites drove back to our hotel. Par-
don the digression;™—If there is any cli-
mate that will cure dyspepsia it must bfe
this one.

The next day we left the embryonic
city, and as our well loaded train of ten
coaches sped smoothly along the rails
we said, "This is, indeed, a wonderful
country and a few years hence when
well populated and developed—its
wealth and importance who can tell!

* WOLVERINE.
Morality of Qur State Institu-
tions.,

The question that | wish to discuss is,
Are our'State institutions exerting a
moral influence over their students?

From the fact that they advocate no
religious doctrines or creeds many may
conclude that they do not have the de-
sired influence and think that they are
not fulfilling their duty.

The State institutions are not denom-
inational because the Constitution of
Michigan expressly forbids it. - It says:
"The Legislature shall pass no law to
compel any person to attend, erect or
support anyj)Lace of religious worship;
or to pay tithes, taxes or other ra'tes for
the support of any, minister of the gos-
pel or teacher of religion." Yet they
establish and support higher schools
and colleges for- the reason that it is
more consistent with our forni of gov-,
ernment to foster educational institu-
tions that wise.men may be developed
to govern, and iritelKgerit people, reared
to preserve this government by the peo-
ple.. For thes¢ two reasons,; that the
State's best safeguard is to offer every
facility to education, and that it cannot
be religious, our Stat¢ institutions. aia
what we term uon-'sectarian."!

From this are we to judge, that they
are antagonistic to religion? Is their
tendency away from the highest attain-'
ment of mankind? Thé Bible teaches
us to be just, honest and truthful, rever-
encing God and His- woric, and "doing
unto others as we wish to' be'done bjft",
Are the teachiri'gs of the . University,
:Agricultural. College, '.and the Normal
School opposite.te.these?

In an oration-delivered at the Hills-'
dale College' goniinencement' of "the
present year in favor'of denomipational
éducation, the speaker Jused; this-very,
argument to prove his poirit. - He says:
"With shame/we triust acknowledge that
in oiir State schools they are not favored,
iand that morality is pitiably a stranger.".
He quotes from -a University graduate
that ih thé I-.egislaturé' that the Univer-
sity is a cloud jot 'fobaccO'smoke. Oth-'
er instances are, :that an. eastern .college;
having-lost itsJ denommational and re-
ligious influentes, 'has at- present, twol
representatives iii* prison; a western"
university .professo/, adyis.es. the. boys :to

take wine when they, get; drowsy. Oi
our Agricultural - College he says: At
the 'AgricQltural « College” On '-eSaftday’

morning the speaker, .observed with, as-
tonishment a.load of boys .with cigars,
in their, mouths and-a- keg- of beer in
their wagons Starting from the campus
to spend the holy day in idleness arid
revelry at a lakeside resort.

He argues that the State "schools can-
not be given a moral- tone because no
general regulations ,caa be enacted to
please a promiscuous people and no gén-
éral moral influence can come from a
faculty-who themselves are impure.

These, friends, are, the accusations,
against our State colleges from the plat-
form of a sister college of our own
State. Remember that the speaker is
arguing in favor of denominational edu-
cation, and to prove his points state-
ments are made which are no doubt cor-
rect, but conclusions 'aré -drawn from
them that certainly are not so. That is
from a few. misdeeds of divers students
and sayings of several men”~the conclu-
sion is drawn and the' statement made
that the faculty themselves are imputé
and that morality is pitiably a stranger.
Perhaps itis that cloud of smoke that
has made Michigan famous where the
natne would be. otherwise unknown.

Of the eastern cd'lege spoken of which
'n prison: Does

*
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it prove the college bad that two of its
students were evil doers? Can we rea-
son that if that college had not dropped
its denominadonal character the crime
of its two students would never have
been done? Certainjy not. A collgge
graduate is.. suj»je.Ct temptations as
well as other ptople, and >ff al feW
faU can we lay the blame-to the college
that, fostered' c¢herii? vA/ pioth/r may
urge arid entreat het wayWard boy and
ye~-he contijiuéa to do Wrong« | W« do
not and /yet a c™N'llegb fs but
a mother, j A.;..;'/ /i j / N/ e\

Then Wto' thVcharge against~tbe Ag-
rictiltural College. 1 can speak jn more
positive*t¥£pns and say: If its students
have the temerity to sturt - from the
college campus on Sunday or any other
dAXW'il a neg, Pf \n, “be, w”gon
stid Ei~a” in théfr mouths, (hty ihust
be a class of students that the depriva-
tion of; their college course and the dis-
grate or an 'unconditional expulsion
would be-no check- to -their inclinations.
They surely would be expelled if it
reached.tears of th*™eqltV. | could
give instances where students have been
expelled for nearly the same thing who
were no where near the grounds at the
time;, for, as President Witlits says,"We
want no such students in the .institu-
tion."- During my «stay at tbe college of
four years no -such ‘'occurrence hap-
pened to my knowledge, arid I think I
should have heard of it if it was so pub-
licly done that a stranger saw it.

As it-was two years since | graduated,
and thinking, perhaps things had chang-
ed since then, | wrote to Mr. J. E. Ham-
mond, who is' a graduate this year, in
regard to the matter. From him I learn
that there is vast! improvement among
the students since the time of my leaving.

The per cent, of idle and thriftless
students is on the decrease, and the
sensé of manliness, independence and
equal right is on the increase”™

No student of the AgriculturalCollege
who rieglects his stadifes for any reason
retains the respect Of his. classmates.
All seem to retain in mind the purpose
for which they "came, and with a very
few exceptions thé students are .very
painstaking in the fulfillment of duty
Those who fail to keep this in mind
rarely survive the second examination,
arid at the end of the first year few re-
main that are riot thorough students.

Going to the lake on Sunday is not
an infrequent occurrence. During pleas-
ant weather small parties.are continual
ly making excursions when duties at the
college permit their absence, and in-
stead of the students contracting bad
habits more injury is actually done by
overstudy without a sufficient amount
of exercise. . The student that can to
up three flights of stairs three steps a:
time and yell at every jump is the one
that can remain longest at his study,can
grasp the meaning of, its text, and can
recite it in the-most' clear and concise
language. -SO do not fear'if yOu see
them boisterous; it is only the escapé
ment of the pent-up energy thatin a
few, moments will be utilized at his work<

Of the Faculty nothing need be said
in their defense. Without,an exception
altare honest and Christian gentlemen;
As instructors there is e always room for
criticism; but who has perfect knowl-
edge? But in a body where such men
are found .as.Kedzies Cook, : Beal, Wil-
lits, McLouth and Bailey, who-bave a
national réputation At ill becomes me to
say'aught against,"” ,

All students belp defray the expense
of a Y. M. G. A, and all respond when
called upon for a topic in Sunday
School.. AV

The reputation, of its graduates is a
living monument as-to thé character of
the college. :'They are ¢ always'/found
ready with a willing hand, and kindly
advice to aid their co-workers, and ever
ready to repay to all. the benefit-which
the -Stafe has givén them. ' ,

i From these "3Sp. Wen and/ the well-
known faculty of.the college, .we: can
judge of its character. .

- Of- the University and- the "(,Norrhal
School | have not the. titrie to Spéak;but
consider the .wqgrk. that, they are .doing
and theresults that they have accom-

plishedj and' no - repm will- - be -left to
question their cha.r;a:cter.

g LIS
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- R. J. CORYKLL. j

Dignity and, Degrradathn of.
Labor; ;

[Excerpts from! an essay by Wm., Klrby, of Ad-
ams Orang».] i

Labor ishonored by-its grand achie ve-
merits:. All that distinguishes ciyiliza-,
tion from thelowest barbarism is due to
untiring labor; not only to thought,- brit
also to physical exertion, for thought is
nothing unless it terminates in action.
Our beautiful fields,our pleasant homes,,
surrounded by ak the comforts, of life,
our grand cities,our railroads and thor-
oughfares everywhere intersecting the
great nation,and the whitened sails that
dot the lakes and the seas as. they bear
on their bosoms the wealth of evéry na-
tion under the sun, are all the fruits of
unceasing toil.- And wheri- we. reflect
on its necessity and the dignity our
Creator has placed upon itjit is passing
strange that the .toiler does not ever
wear the crown of honor. But, oh, the
perversity and the ingratitude -of. man!
The world has reversed the order of
God and trampled' in the dust the crowti
of honor and placed in its stead on the
'brow of the toiler a crown of thorns™
and like Noah's dove flying oyer- -the
troubled waters,-he. finds no place of
rest for his weary feet. .

Labor has been-branded as degrading

and the laborer as IJW, stupid and boor-, sion.
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ish and not fit for good society and to
be shunned by respectability and great-
ness. This state of things is less marked
perhaps I0/Our own community and in
our opn |-4»d than ia theOld World,but
pass south of Mason and* DIXQQ'S line
apd-'you wtll find no terms that | have
used are strong enough\to edtpr$ss the

"state of things th?rt have exiaed- there

|veFSince the foundation of ou|Republic.
\ Across the wafer society isgraded ac-
cprding to occupation,wi.Oiouf reference
td-intelligerice or vijtue.and”if apcestry
toVhi ~»ird pr ftjurtp generation were
guiltylabor” itis forever an impedi-
mentXb reception into what'is consider-
ed good society. This extreme is not
yet reached among us,but the tendency
is strongly setting in. Class distinction
is beeommg more marked and the
breach widening between the laborer
and the independent aristocrat. Wealth
is the recommend to society: arid! to
place of distinction, honor and prefer-
ment, aricftlie necessity of labor is be-
coping considered more aqd”™gn”*re de-
grading. " Our institutions of learning
have a tendency to intensify rather than
to correct this evil. Last year there
was an,appeal made to the'. Legislature
of the State of Illinois to have the
name of the State University of Indus-
try changed. It was claimed that the
word industry gave -it the standing of a
reformatory institution. One Regent
had resigned on account of it and an-
other was waiting the action of the Leg-
islature. A bill passed the House grant-
ing the petition, but with what success
it met in the Senate | am not informed.
0> for shame, in the great State Of'llli-
nois, with its seas of waving corn, with
its cattle on a thousand hills, and made
great and rich and beautiful by labor,
and whose very life is sustained at the
expense of toil, that it should suffer la-
bor arid the laborer to be so humiliated!
Had if been christened a legal banking
or commercial institution it had been
clothed in honor.

We often hear if expressing itself in
the epithets "the' sOOty smith," "the
greasy mechanic,"” '"the verdant far-
mer," "h >rny-handed,"” "hayseed," and
sometimes, "the cattle." i Now some of
these epithets are not so harsh arid bavE
a foundation in truth; but they often
have a meaning behind them that is
anything but flattering. How it does re-
mind us of ante-bellum days, when the
chivalry and-the F.jF. V's of the South
applied their epithets to the North, as
"the cowardly Yankee," "mudsills," and
"dough-faces."-But, oh, how fallen now!
Epithets all hushed, chivalry all gone,
and even our dusky brethren aspiring
to their places of honor. . What a
prophecy of what is in store for the la-
borer on the morrow!

But these class distinctions and epir
thets are not so severe to any bvjt the
sensitive and the dependent. The world
is wide and there-is room and society
for all.

The Knights <= of Labor and Trades
Unions are principally composed of
laborers in factories/mines and on otlr
great; thoroughfares, and tradesmen in
cities; while the Grange is composed
solely of the agricultural class. These
are well calculated to. embrace nearly
all the laborers of the land, forming an
aggregate, of strength iji civil and ppliti:
<£n life (is hafm00|zed)|that would bje. >r{
resistible.: < - -.a

Biit ,tp .consolidate the ,strength, of
these different .-o0.ganizati ms .and the.
laboring class in general that they may
work haimoriiousiy in a peaceful' sotu-
tion”of our labor .trouble would require
tlie patience of a job and the wisdom of
a Solomon. And/indeed, there wpuld
be ho hopes of its. ever being accom--
pjished was it n'pt fo® common suffering
compelling, unity . of action ior common
defense:- -

*This labor crisis is upon, us and has
become the irfepreMible of tovday, and
wee have got to decide it whether we.wiU
or not, not only for ourselves-but for the
civilized world. .A figai settlement must
come' through "just' Legislatip1l, .either
through fear or through those who- arq
patriotic enough' to pla;ce the welfare of
therp.eople before.self and party."

o 0 of only safety is in sending those to
our Legislatures who are. in sympathy
with the laboringclass. But itis said that
farmers are not sufficiently' intelligent,
arid we have been tola/it so. much that
we have almost come to. believe it.
But what! Out of seven millions of
farmers isn't there enough intelligence
to be found to fill our place, of trust?
Then our .system of education is a fail-
ure and our boasted intelligence as a
nation is a sham. Why, | believe there
are those in your Pomona Grange Who
would grace any position within the
gift of the people of thc-state of Michi-
gan.

. We-have been nearly ruined as a na-
tion by sending those of the legal pro-
fession to represent us in our Legisla-
tures and Congress. And they have an
impediment that should forever debar
them from ever holding any positions
of trust.

.The time has .come when we should
cease to remind the farmers that they
are ignorant and stupid; but we should
rather urge them to use the intelligence
they have, and push them out into posi-.
tions of trust and of honor. There are
no people'mnder the son that will adapt
themselves to /positions more readily or
are more trusty. We have all., along"
underestimated the -intelligence of the
farmer and overestimated the wortht!

and ability of those of the legal profes
WM. KIRBY.



