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PRICE LIST OF SUPPLIES 
Kept in the office of the Secretary of the 1 

M I C H I G A N S T A T E G R A N G E , 
And sent out Post-paid, on receipt of Cash Or-

der, over the Seal of a Subordinate Grange, 
and the signature of its Master or Secretary. 

Porcelain ballot marbles, per hundred $ 75 
Blank book, ledger ruled, for Secretary to 

keep accounts with members 1 00 
Blank record books (express paid) 1 00 
Order book, containing 100 orders on the 

. Treasurer, with stub, well b o u n d . . . 
Receipt book, containing 100 receipts from 

Treasurer to Secretary, with stub, 
wel l bound 50 

H a n k receipts for dues, per 100, b o u n d . . . 50 
Applications for membership, per 1 0 0 . . . . 50 

iSecretary's account book (new style) 50 
Withdrawal cards, per dozen 25 
Dimits, in envelopes, per dozen 25 
By-Laws of the State Grange, single copies 
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By-Laws, bound 20 
" G l a d Echoes ," with music, single copy 

15c, per dozen 1 80 
T h e National Grange Choir, single copy 40 

cents, per dozen 4 00 
Rituals, single copy 25 

" per dozen 2 40 
" for Fifth Degree, for Pomona 

Granges, per copy 10 
Blank "Articles of Association" for the in-

corporation of Subordinate Granges, 
with copy of charter, all complete . . 

Notice to delinquent members, per 1 0 0 . . . 
Declaration of purposes, per dozen, 5c, 

per 100 
American Manual of Parliamentary L a w . . 

10 
40 

40 

(Morocco Tuck) 1 00 
Digest of Laws and Rulings 40 
Roll books 15 
Patrons' badges 25 
Officers' " 50 

CO-OPERATIVE L I T E R A T U R E . 
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What is Co-operation? 02 
Some of the Weaknesses of Co-operation. 02 
Educational Funds; How to Use T h e m . . . 01 
Associative Farming 01 
T h e Economic Aspect of Co-operation o i 
Association and Education 03 
T h e Principles of Unity 01 
T h e Perils of Credit 01 
Fundamental Principles of Co-operation.. 01 
H o w to Start Co-operation Stores 01 
Logic of Co-operation 03 
Origin and Development of the Rochdale 

. Society 03 
Addresses and Lectures by Eminent M e n . . 03 

Address, J. T . C O B B , 
S E C ' Y M I C H . S T A T E G R A N G E , 

Schoolcraft, Mich. 

KALAMAZOO NATIONAL BANK, CAPITAL 1150,000. 
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Streets. Directors—Jacob Mitchell. John .Den Bleyker. 
Melancthon D. Woodford, Melville J. Bigelow, J. Wilfred 
Thompson. George T. Bruen, Samuel A. Gibson, Albert Sv 
White, Edwin J. Phelps. E. O. Humphrey, N. Chase. 

EDWIN J . PHELPS, President; MELVILLE J . BIGELOW, 
Vice-Prestdent; THOMAS S. COBB, Cashier. igjg febiyr 

S o s t a l j o t t i n g s . 

F R O M I O W A . 
A GOOD P A T T E R N . 

Bro. Watts, Master of Little Cedar Grange, 
Iowa, is at the head of a model Grange family. 
Himself and wife, one son, four daughters and 
two sons-in-law are members of the Grange. T h e 
Wattses are lately from Michigan. Have you 
any more such families ihat wish to emigrate? 
If you have send them to Iowa. 

] Some one has said that to be passively pumped 
into like a bucket is exhilarating to anybody. W e 
think of this passive process often when in a 
meeting where a program is required. W e have 
seen meetings not necessarily in Granges, where 
every one impressed us as dependent on some 
one else to make a sensation or do or say some-
thing to cover the allotted time. T h e impres-
sion was quite oppressive, and always if, except-
ing where there is a spirit of willingness for 
duty. I consider it the duty of each member of 
this Grange to write or say something for the 
good of the Order. Some may say it is the 
lecturer 's place to have a good program and 
make the Grange interesting. It is true he is 
our entertainer and host, but how can he make 
it interesting if we refuse to do our duty? Now, 
brothers and sisters, I think it is our duty to take 
up our burdens and bear them; they are not so 
heavy as we think. N o matter if we do not 
agree as to our fitness it is a privilege to perform 
a duty and make an effort to do better the next 
time; more, it is a duty, and as a duty should not 
be lightly set aside. We have put our hands to 
the plow, now let us keep it moving. I think 
when a part of a program is g iven to any mem-
ber of this Grange they ought to prepare for and 
perform that duty. It is right, and the duty of 
all members to produce something for the good 
of the Order. " C a n ' t , never wins, I ' l l t ry , wills 
to win and does ." 

Henderson, Iowa. 

M I C H I G A N . 

YOUR article in the issue of August 1, Farmers 
and Politics, is right to thè point. 
- W h e n any party feels so secure in its position 

as to o'verride the interests of aijy class, it is 
time to call a h a l t 

There seems to be a feeling of distrust of each 
other among farmers, and this feeling is fostered 
by those whose interests, political and otherwise, 
would suffer. 

T h e great mass of agriculturalists seem ready 
to confide their interests to the keeping of some 
gl ib tongued lawyer profuse in pledges and an 
adept in making excuses when these pledges are 
not redeemed. 

W h y not trust one another? W h y not in a 
gale cling to a tree you know to be an oak and 
that has weathered the storms of a generation. 

It may be crooked in body and its limbs gnarl-
ed; not so graceful as the stately pine, and not 
so easily broken; but then you know it is what 
it purports to be. Its exterior is rough but its 
heart is oak. : 

Farmers, when parties fail to give us our rights 
do not forget that we have the remedy in our 
own hands. It is contained in two words--

INDEPENDENT VOTING. 
Trust one another. Nominate good men ir-

respective of party. Exact pledges of them if 
you wish and then see that the pledges are re-
deemed. 

Y o u complain that you have no place in the 
government, and ask for a law creating a Bureau 
of Agriculture in charge of a cabinet officer. 
You can get it at the next general election. 

Will you do it? 
Y o u are the nm and spokes of the wheel that 

turns this government, and you can fill the hub 
so full of your representatives that anything 
reasonable will open at your " s e s a m e . " 

Cease your howling about what you want. 
Reach your hands out with the ballot in them 

and take it. 
There is but one way in going through a wil-

derness if there be no roaA—make one. 
F . W . R E D F K R N . 

Maple Rapids, Aug. 16, 1886. 

"CUT the bread nicely." This was an injunc-
tion often given us by mother many years ago, 
when we first began to arrange the table for 
meals and assist in the preparing of food; and 
sometimes we wondered why she was so particu-
lar that it should be done in such a precise way. 
But now when we see bread cut in any manner, 
thin at one end and a great heel at the other, 
thrown on to a plate in any shape, we have felt 
as though we would like to repeat the command, 
" C u t the bread n i c e l y . " A nice way of serving 
bread is to place a clean, nicely ironed napkin 
in one of those pretty Japanese bread boats so 
that one corner may cover the bread when placed 
in it. It keeps it from drying and is a clean nice 
way to serve it. L e t the slices be cut evenly, of 
a uniform thickness, and nicely placed one slice 
above the other, and with good butter and the 
good bread (no farmer's wife makes poor, you 
know,) you have a dainty dish fit for a king. 

TALMADGE Grange, No. 639, is doing well. 
Holds meetings regularly that are well attended. 
Have had additions and the future looks bright 
to all those who realize that to get good requires 
some work. W e feel and know that success 
comes of effort in Grange work as wel l as else-
where. SCRIBE. 

Berlin, A u g . 13, 1886. 

the matter should be left for determination to the 
Grange that entertained the County Grange. 
T h e opinion as expressed was clearly in favor 
of at least one open session. Reports from Sub-
ordinate Granges were deferred until after din-
ner; and a Pomona Grange meeting means not 
only a good dinner but a good social time in 
which all participate. 

A n d this is one of the valuable features of the 
Pomona Grange. It brings people together from 
all parts of a County; enlarges the circle of our 
acquaintance, and tends to enlarge our views 
and broaden out the faculties of all participants 
in this Grange work. After the dinner recess, 
reports from the several Granges of the County 
were made and in the main were very satisfacto-
ry and showed the Order advancing in the 
County. 

A most excellent program had been prepared 
and when called on by the Worthy Lecturer each 
and all responded with instructive papers show-
ing each writer had given thought and careful 
study to the subject assigned. A t the close of 
the program the unwritten work was exemplified 
by Bro. J. J. Woodman in the most satisfactory 
manner. T h e next meeting will be held at Law-
rence. J. W. MEGAN. 

LENAWEE County Pomona Grange met with 
Medina Grange to-day. There was a good turn-
out and we had a very pleasant time. W e held 
an open session in the afternoon. Bro. Jason 
Woodman delivered an addrfess which pleased 
everybody present. He talked right, to the 
point on every subject that he took up'. In the 
evening we conferred the fifth degree upon five 
young ladies. A l l ' w e n t h o m e feel ing that the 
day had been well spent. F . A. L . 

Medina, Mich., 8-11, >86. 

A REGULAR meeting of the V a n Buren Coun-
ty Pomona Grange was held with Porter Grange 
on Wednesday, August 12 ." W h e n called to or-
der by Worthy Master J. C . Gould he raised the 
question—Should all the sessions of the County 
Grange be held with closed doors? After a gen-
eral discussion the conclusion reached was that 

CALHOUN County Grange held its first meeting 
since the harvest time at Union Grange hall on 
Thursday, A u g . 12. T h e day though warm was 
pleasant, and a well filled hall of earnest Patrons 
assembled for work. It was a day of rare profit 
and pleasure. We were honored by the presence 
of Brother and Sister Travers, of Branch Coun-
ty, who added interest to the meeting by their 
words of encouragement to many of the ques-
tions that were up for discussion. A very able 
program of practical questions had been prepared 
by our Lecturer, C. C . McDiarmid, and every 
member was prepared. There are no "please 
excuse m e " in Calhoun County Grange; every 
one is ready to give expression to his ideas, and 
our meetings are lively and spirited. T h e fol-
lowing are some of the questions discussed: 

Does it pay the farmer to keep bees? 
What kind of wheet shall we sow? 
New methods of doing work and new machin-

ery, and the results from the use of the same 
this season. 

Is it practicable to keep our prisoners who are 
confined in our County jail at hard labor? 

This is a question that materially interests 
every tax payer and we wish the Granges in the 
State would discuss the question with a view to 
the passage of a law by our next legislature 
which will enable us to rid our County jails of 
the lazy occupants that we have who are sent 
there for petty offenses and who are boarded and 
warmed at an expense if tpi cents per day each, 
which the tax-payers pay to support these vag-
rants in idleness. The question of aiding in 
the establishing of a free reading room in the 
city of Battle Creek was also talked up. 

W e are pained to record that amid all the 
pleasant events of the day our hearts were sad-
dened by the fact that our circle was broken and 
a chair vacant. T h e following resolution was 
presented and adopted: 

WHEREAS, Our Brother Fiero has suffered be-
reavement in the loss of his wife, our sister; 
therefore 

Resolved, That we extend to our brother our 
sympathy in this hour of sorrow, and trust that 
he may be sustained and comforted, and also as-
sured that he has the sympathy of his brothers 
and sisters in the Grange. 

Our next meeting will be at Pennfield Grange 
hall Sept. 30. MRS. MAYO. 

• 

IN the VISITOR of August 15, a great deal is 
said about the wrongs heaped upon farmers by 
unjust legislation and political tricksters. Bro. 
Cobb, with all his keen foresight, after showing 
the many delinquencies of farmers,says, " I f this 
is so, w h y is it so? T h a t is a question we want 
answered." With all due respect to our Worthy 
Secretary, as I am much older than he, I will 
presume to answer it. In the first place, far-
mers very seldom, if ever, call a convention of 
their own. Political conventions are called by 
wire pullers and crafty politician«, and the pro-
gram is made, the platform blocked out, and 
even the delegates buttonholed before the con-
vention meets. T h e n the meeting is called to 
order by a ring leader and the verdant farmer 
comes in from the country, with his hair full of 
hay seed and as bashful as a red beet, listens to 
the plausible words aud false promises of the of-
fice seeker, and not having sufficient confidence 
to present his own thoughts, says: " D a t ish 
right, I votes for you. " 

Secontjly, independent voters are as scarce in 
our Republic as water snakes on the Rocky 
Mountains. When a ticket is made up by crafty 
tricksters we are told that we must support the 
ticket or lose our vote, and as Patrons and far-
mers we have not yet acquired sufficient stamina 
to resent the insult to our manhood. This is the 
reason why there are 273 lawyers in the halls of 
Congress and only 12 farmers, and they only as 
a laughing stock in that august body of trick-
sters. In our Pomona Grange last week, with a 
hall well filled with intelligent men, the ques-
tion was asked, " Is there an independent voter 
present?" and one man arose, and when he was 
told what an independent voter was he was mum. 

But the great mission of the G i a n g e is to in-
spire its members with confidence in themselves 
to demand a fair representation by their own 
members, and when this is accomplished lawyers 
will be allowed to stay at home and the hardy 
sons of toil will go up to fill their vacant seats 
and make better laws for their class. 

C O R T L A N D H I L L . 
Bengal, Mich., A u g . 28, 1886. 

SUPPOSING an item from the Bruce and Arma-
da Grange, No. 657!, will not be out of order. I 
will say that our Worthy Master, John M c K a y , 
was 43 years old the 14th of August , and to com-
memorate-the event about 200 of his friends 
dropped in upon him on that eventful day. The 
party (or pienje) was a surprise and to say that 
a good time, was had by tall would give but a 
faint idea of the pleasure. T h e time sped all 
too quickly and as We departed to our homes we 
wished that such events might happen oftener. 

; S E C ' Y . 

LIBERTY Grange,No. '391, is doing well. Most of 
o u r ' members are earnest workers; of course 
some do not take hold'V^ry well. Emerson and 
Lafayette Grange, No. 521, made us a visit on 
the 7th and-I hope'some good was done, There 

being four Granges in this county, there is 
some talk of organizing a Pomona Grange. 
There are ten charter members in our 
Grange in good standing. Everybody has been 
complaining of the dry weather, but we had a 
fine rain last night and to-day. THE BOY. 

Gratiot C o . 

L I T T L E C E D A R G R A N G E , N o , 1 3 1 9 , a t F o n d a , 
Iowa, has been re-organized and has written for 
supplies for honest work in the future. So the 
work goes on. N o t all are faltering by any 
means despite the cry of "hard times." 

THE Patrons of Northern Kent will unite in a 
grand picnic at C a m p Lake on Friday, Sept. 3. 
Hon. J. J. Woodman, Past Master of the Na-
tional Grange, will deliver an address. Vocal 
and instrumental music will be provided. 

C a m p Lake is two miles east of Sparta village 
and has the finest picnic grounds in the northern 
part of the County. With boats on the lake, . 
good speaking and good music, a grand good 
time may be expected, and everybody is i n v i t e i 

THE St. Clair County Pomona Grange will 
hold its next session with Grove Graage at Fargo 
on Sept. 15, commencing at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Program: Address of welcome by T . E. Mar-
tin; response by J. Anderson. 

Reports from Subordinate Granges. 
Song. 
Dinner in hall. 
T w o P. M., music by Fargo band and march to 

grove. 
P a p e r — W h a t is the cause of the present low 

prices of farmers' products, by Bros. Newkirk 
and Quail. 

Paper by M. F . Carlton. 
Select reading by Sister A . W. Campfield. 
Paper—The advantages of society now over 

40 years ago, by Sister Gardner. 
Q u e r y — D o e s it pay farmers' wives to make 

butter at present prices? Opened by Sister 
Stofer, of Fremont Grange. 

Which has the greatest influence on society— 
money or character? Bro. James Anderson. 

Al l fourth degree members invited. Al l ex-
cept 10 o'clock session will be open to the pub-
lic. C O M . 

Fargo, Aug. 21, 1886. 

fbitnarua, 

Grange be extended to his family in their afflic-
tion. 

Resolvid, That the charter of this Grange be 
draped in mourning for 90 days. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread 
upon the records of the Grange, and a copy 
thereof be transmitted to the family of our de-
ceased brother, and to the GRANGE VISITOR for 
publication. COM. 

N O T T -
WHEREAS, By the removal of our aged 

brother, Wm. J. Nott , whose long and exempla-
ry life had rendered him conspicuous as a chris-
tian gentleman, conscientious neighbor and un-
selfish worker for the best interests of his family 
and his associates in the Grange; and 

WHEREAS, T h e relations of our worthy de-
ceased brother as a charter member of Benton 
Harbor Grange, and as a charter member first 
Secretary and long connection with Berrien 
County Pomona Grange No. 1 has endeared him 
to the memory of the older members of our or-
ganization; and 

WHEREAS, His virtues, noble precepts and 
example will always be an incentive toward 
emulating his [kindly and christian deeds; 
therefore 

Resolved, That we, the' members of Berrien 
County Pomona Grange No. 1, hereby tender 
our sincere sympathies to the relatives and 
friends of our beloved deceased brother; and 

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and 
resolutions be tendered to the Benton Harbor 
Palladium and GRANGE VISITOR for publication. 

C O M . 

F I E R O — 
Died at her home in Bedford, July 26, Mrs. 

Peter Fiero, a charter member of Bedford Grange 
No. 65. 

WHEREAS, It has pleased the Great Master of 
the universe to remove by death a well beloved 
sister; therefore 

Resolved, That in the death of our sister the 
Order has lost a true and worthy member, the 
community a cocial and pleasant friend, and the 
family a loving wife and mother. 

Resolved, That we tender the bereaved hus-
band and family our heartfelt sympathy. 

Resolved, T h a t the charter be draped in 
mourning for thirty days, a copy of these resolu-
tions be sent to the bereaved family and a copy 
be sent to the GRANGE VISITOR for publication. 

C O M . 

P R A T T — 
Once more has the never relenting hand of 

Death caused Riley Grange to mourn the loss of 
one of its members, Bro. Cyrus B. Pratt, who 
departed this life August 7, 1886. 

Death hovered o'er our brother dear 
For many days gone b y ; 

But dfeath did never cause him f e a r — 
He was prepared to die. 

So thus his equal now we lack 
T o fill the Chaplain's chair; 

And still we could not ask him back, 
For he is happier there. 

A s we gaze upon our charter in its dress of 
mourning we deeply feel that there is one more 
vacant seat in our Grange, another home has 
been robbed of its most priceless treasure, and 
many friends are left to mourn his loss. 

We would extend the right hand of fellowship 
unto our sister in her sore bereavement, and by 
kind acts bind her more closely to us that she 
may feel in the Grange she has sisters and 
brothers noble and true. 

WHEREAS, It has pleased the Great Master lo 
remove from scene of his earthly labors our 
esteemed brother and worthy Chaplain, Cyrus B. 
Pratt; therefore 

Resolved, That as a Grange we deeply and 
sincerely mourn the death of a most worthy 
brother and friend, and hereby record our .high 
estimation of his character as a citizen and pa-
tron. 

Resolved, That OHr hall and our charter, which 
bears Bro. Pratt's name, together with the Chap-
lain's desk be draped in mourning for the space 
of 30 days, and a page of our record be set 
apart as a memorial of him. 

Resolved, That .a copy of these resolutions be 
sent to the family of Bro. Pratt, and also to the 
GRANGE VISITOR for publication. COM. 

S L Y — 
WHEREAS, It has pleased the Supreme Master 

of the universe to remove from our midst our late 
brother and Past Master, Clark M. Sly; and 

WHEREAS, It is but just that a fitting recogni-
tion of his many virtues should be had; there-
fore 

Resolved, B y Superior Grange, No. 68, of 
Michigan Patrons of Husbandry, that while w e t I 
bow with humble submission to the will of the 
Most H i g h , we do not the less mourn for our 
brother who has been taken from us. 

Resolved, That in the death of Clark M. Sly 
this Grange laments the loss of a brother who 
was ever ready to proffer the hand of aid and 
the voice of sympathy to the needy and dis-
tressed of the fraternity, an active member of 
this society, whose utmost endeavors were ex-
erted for its welfare and prosperity, a friend 
and companion who was dear to us all. 

Resolved, That the heartfelt sympathy of this 

Z A H L T E N — 
Died at the residence of her parents, Aug. 19, 

1886, Miss Mary Zahlten in the 28th year of her 
age. 

A sad and impressive memorial service was 
held on the day following her funeral in the hall 
of Algona Grange of which she was a cherished 
member. 

T h e enclosed resolutions were offered and sec-
onded by papers read, or remarks made, by Sis-
ters Witham, McArthur, Holman, Schryver, 
Blackford and Blanchard; and by Worthy Master 
Hofins and Bros. Hale, Blackford, Hahn and 
By son. 

T h e resolutions were adopted and ordered sent 
to the VISITOR for publication. 

WHEREAS, T h e unwelcome intruder, Death, 
has, in spite of doors and locks, and without 
signals or passwords, entered the portals of A l -
gona Grange and removed one of the brightest 
links in our fraternal chain, in the person of our 
sister, Mary Zahlten; therefore 

Resolved, That we fully realize the fact- that 
in the death of Sister Zahlten the Grange has 
lost one of its best and most faithful and devoted 
members, one who was "noted for fidelity" in 
everything pertaining to the good of the Order. 

Resolved, That we tender to the family of our 
deceased sister the united and heartfelt sympa-
thy of all the members of our Grange. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect to 
our deceased sister, our charter be draped in 
mourning for sixty days, and that a page of our 
record be devoted to her memory. 

Resolved, T h a t these resolutions be spread 
upon our minutes, and an engrossed copy fur-
nished the family. 

M c K O W A N — 
WHEREAS, It has been the will of the Great 

Author and Ruler of all to remove from our so-
ciety our much esteemed and beloved sister, 
Sarah McKowan, of Moscow Grange No. 108. 
| |Resolved, That as a Grange we deeply and 
sincerely mourn the death of a worthy sister and 
friend and hereby record our high estimation of 
her character as a matron. 

Resolved, T h a t we tender to the husband and 
family of our deceased sister our heartfelt sympa-
thy in this hour of bereavement. 

Resolved, T h a t a copy of these resolutions be 
presented to the bereaved husband, and spread 
upon the records of this Grange. 

Resolved, T h a t our hall and charter, which 
bears the name of Sister McKowan, be draped 
in mourning for the space of 30 days. COM. 

I H A V E A L A R G E N U M B E R O F S M A L L 
sea shells, more than I need for my own cab-

inet, and will send one or two to anyone who 
wishes them and sends me a stamp for postage. 
T h e y are small bleeding tooth, silver snail, mon-
ey cowry, pink glass and others. MRS. D O R A 
F I S C H E R , 789 Gallagher St. , East Saginaw, 
Mich. 

County Fair. 
Farmers of Kalamazoo County, Patrons of the 

County Agricultural Society, will you please get 
your exhibits ready and be on hand lo make 
your entries as early as possible? That you may 
be fully posted in the matter send for or call at 
my office in the Court House for premium lists 
or .any information you wish. 

GEO. E. CURTISS, Sec 'y . 
Kalamazoo, August, 1886. 

WE ask all enterprising friends of 
the VISITOR to aid in getting three 
months' subscribers. We ought to have 
several thousand such within thirty 
days. We mean business at this end of 
the line and must have your co-opera-
tion. Collect a few dimes from farmers 
who ought to read this paper and send 
us their names and postoffice addresses. 

A BROTHER who sent in the obituary 
notice of the death of Mrs. Sarah Deuel, 
of Bradley Grange, printed in last issue 
Denil, kindly charges up the error to 
his own crooked chirogsaphy and asks 

behalf of friends this correction. in 
Printers soon learn that too much care 
cannot be taken in writing names. Oth-
ers learn it best by finding some mistake 
made fast with printers' ink. 

i 



T H E G K R , . A . I s r a - ^ V I S I T O R . S E P T E M B E R 1, 1886. 

iommnmctrtions. 

From my Diary. 
APPRECIATION. 

This word, like some others, can not 
be fully defined by a dictionary. As 
compared with estimate, it supposes a 
unioD of sensibility with judgment, pro-
ducing a nice and delicate perception. 
As compared with esteem, it denotes a 
•aluation of things according to their 
appropriate and distinctive excellence, 
besides their moral worth. It deals in 
nice and delicate perceptions, as we say, 
"Women have a truer appreciation of 
character than men;" or, as we speak 
of the difference between two things as 
something hardly appreciable. 

This faculty, for it may be considered 
one, has been called the "sixth sense." 
It is the interpreter of the other five 
senses, for without it they do not pass 
for their true worth, as it is apprecia-
tion that gives to each of them their 
highest value. It gives to the writer, 
the painter, the poet and the orator the 
full inspiration of their theme. Or, we 
may say, it puts them en rapport with 
their subject. It is this sense that makes 
the full man,for it is the "open sesame" 
to all that is good and true and enjoy-
able in life. A man who fully appre-
ciates a thing gets all the enjoyment or 
all the good it can afford him, whether 
it it be a scene in nature, a work of art, 
a poem, or any achievement of man. 
Thus we can say that appreciation is to 
the man of thought and observation, 
"sermons in stones, books in the run-
ring brooks, lessons in trees, and good 
in everything." When Holmes said that 
"the vulgar know not all the hidden 
pockets where nature stows away her 
loveliness," he included in "the vulgar" 
those who lack appreciation. 

Men possess sense in an unequal de-
gree. Some have it in so great a degree 
that it metes out to them the full value 
of things and their full measure of en-
joyment as they go through life. Thorn 
as Carlyle, though having this sense 
largely in a certain direction,yet lacked 
it in so many things that he went 
through life losing what most people 
would call the best part of its enjoy-
ment. Emerson said, "Carlyle was a 
trip-hammer with an aeolian attach-
ment." But the aeolian part was so often 
detached from the trip-hammer that 
the force of the latter governed him 
through life. This lack of appreciation 
in Carlyle made him just so far 
untrustworthy as writer, critic, or 
historian. A lady asked him one 
evening if he did not think the 
heavens looked grand in all their starry 
splendor. H e replied, "Oh, madam, it 
is a sad sight!" 

A lady, who is a constant reader of 
the Century, thinks "Uncle Remus's 
Rainy Days," published in that maga-
zine, "the silliest of all trash." 

A friend of the writer, who has a full 
appreciation of most things in life, yet 
when traveling never enjoys the scenery 
by the way. The beauties of nature at 
such times are a blank to her, and we 
know of a gentleman of culture and va-
ried attainments who once said to us 
that "he would rather hear a cow bell 
tinkle than Jenny Lind Sing." 

Then there are those who seem to im-
press people wherever they go with 
their lack of appreciation. They exert 
a negative influence and often put the 
one who is talking under restraint es-
pecially if the topic does not suit them. 
They have no humor or the love of it 
in them, no poetry in their nature and 
no appreciation of the beauties and 
treasures of literature. They have ap-
preciation, but it is only for those things 
in life that contribute to their own inter 
est. Every other feeling is absorbed in 
the one effort to further their own per-
sonal fortunes. A friend of the writer 
says of such an individual, who is a 
prominent man in the community where 
he lives, " I never heard him praise a 
friend, or express any admiration of an 
eloquent speech, an able sermon, or a 
distinguished man, in my life. There is 
no appreciation in him for any thing out-
side of his own affairs. I never heard 
him express admiration for any thing. 
H e is the Peter Bell of my acquaint-
ances. 

'A primrose by the river's brim, 
A yellow primrose is to him, 
And nothing more.' 

Bare utility measures and gives value 
to every thing for him. The strongest 
terms in which he gives expression to 
his appreciation of any thing are, 'It 
pays, it is practical.' " 

The critic must have appreciation in 
order to qualify himself for his task. 
What value shall we attach to a man's 
opinion or estimate of a thing when he 
does not appreciate that thing? At the 
best such an opinion is of questionable 
value; and yet how often such opinions 
on men aDd their measures are given 
by those who are not qualified for the 
task they perform. For instance, take 
the thousand and one topics of the 
times discussed by the journalists of the 
day. Here we have an important meas-
ure for the people, which the writer 
does not appreciate, yet gives his elabo-
rate opinion on it. Here is a biography 
of a distinguished man, written by one 
who can not or does not appreciate 
him; yet the book is written and thou-
sands, who do not kpow any better, be-
lieve it a correct life and a just esti-
mate of the man's character.. Take for 
example Anthony Trollope's Life of 
Thackery. Here is a writer with n o 

imagination writing t h e l i f e o f a n author 
whose brilliant imagination and wit won 
his way to immortal fame in literature. 

V. B. 

Are Farmers a s a Class Intelli-
gent? 

EDITOR VISITOR:—The moon just ris-
ing above the tree-tops attracts my 
thoughts for a few moments from the 
subject I propose to discuss in this ar-
ticle, upon which I feel great reluctance 
to enter and would rather employ the 
moments in contemplating more agree-
able themes.. How grand and awe-in-
spiring the thought of the vast and in-
comprehensible system of . circling 
worlds and suns and systems, so vast 
that the Infinite Mind only can measure 
them. But for all their vastness, we rea-
son there must be some superior power 
that holds and directs their motions and 
sustains them eternally. We are also 
able to trace this power in all that per-
tains to the physical nature of this earth. 
There is also another,an invisible world, 
(and for all we know millions of them), 
the world of spirit, of intellect. Inexor-
able law governs this world also and to 
this fact we may look for the solution 
of the mysteries of human or inhuman 
action, remembering that perverted 
functions or faculties produce monstrosi-
ties. If the physical world is wonderful, 
how much more wonderful is this realm 
of the soul! Much has been written and 
many creeds,doctrines and theories have 
been put forth concerning the spiritual 
man, but after all, that part of the sub-
ject that relates to this life and the ef-
fect of the actions of each upon the 
welfare and happiness of all may claim 
our attention with a reasonable hope 
of being able to so direct our efforts as 
to be of some benefit to ourselves and 
to the community around us. One would 

Suppose that the farmer being in close 
contact with nature, with her thousand 
varied suggestions to excite his wonder 
and invite him to investigation, would 
obtain large intellectual development. 
But this is clearly not the case. He sees 
the wonders of nature before him every 
moment but fails to comprehend them. 
He has no time to spare from the pur-
suit that leads to the gratification of his 
wants or needs, or to the discharge of 
burdens others have placed upon him. 
His intellectual faculties are slow to act 
from being so little used. He is the 
slave of conditions he has no part in 
creating and makes little effort to 
change. He allows sophistry to pervert 
his reason and judgment, and is thus 
used as a tool of dishonest schemers 
for their interests and against his own. 
His stability in maintaining his pro-
fessed principles is questionable, as 
those farmers and patrons who have 
been nominated to office can testify. 
Again, however willing he himself may 
be to submit to wrong, he can have no 
valid excuse, where his actions affect 
others, as they do in all political and 
commercial questions. Clearly the stand-
ard of intelligence concerning political, 
legal and commercial questions must 
be raised or the farmer will ever remain 
the slave he now is. Mechanics and 
science have practically abridged the 
space between the states of the Union 
and we have one common interest, one 
common purpose throughout all. The 
Grange,second only to the Government 
itself in importance, is at the farmer's 
service. Great numbers of agricultural 
journals lend him their aid in every de-
partment of his calling, and first and 
last and above them all is the incom-
parable State GRANGE VISITOR, whose 
declared purpose is to improve the far-
mer himself first of all, since he is of 
more importance than the farm—a just 
and reasonable position and one that 
the editor has nobly and ably striven to 
carry out. What excuse have the far-
mers of Michigan, of the Union, for_the 
disgraceful position they occupy to-day, 
mere ciphers in everything but the foot-
ing up of election returns, and even 
there they are found in the wrong place! 
What man with reasqnable intelligence 
does not blush with shame and humilia-
tion as he stands before the lawyers, the 
merchants, the capitalists, the intelli-
gence of the Nation, as a representa-
tive of the agricultural class? Bro. Ker-
by assumes I am an enemy because I 
have tried to arouse them to a sense of 
their position. The politician's taffy 
may be the more palatable,but the bread 
of truth will be the most wholesome. I 
have no object in all my articles in the 
VISITOR but to benefit my class. I am 
myself a farmer and plead guilty to ev-
ery charge I have brought against them. 
Years of experience and observation 
have convinced me of this truth. If my 
language seems harsh, believe me, I use 
it for our good. The truth can not be 
hid. It has long been clear to all but 
ourselves. This is a delicate subject to 
treat, and as I have treated it, much 
more likely to call forth censure than 
blessings on my head. If I have exceed-
ed the limits of truth and justice, the 
columns of the VISITOR are free for de-
fence. By the way, I would call the at-
tention of all, and Patrons more espec-
ially, to the way the VISITOR is appre-
ciated. I am advised that "hundreds 
fail to renew without a personal appeal 
and argument." That tells the whole sto-
ry. They are looking for something on 
a level with their comprehension, or 
they are seeking something that will in-
terest them. They have no taste for 
the great and vital questions with which 
the columns of the VISITOR are filled, 
and this, about the only paper in the 

land devoted wholly to their highest in-
terests, is left to beg for subscribers! Of 
the merits of the VISITOR as conducted, 
nothing need be said. It commends it-
self to every reflecting mind. The edi-
tor's article, "Farmers and Politics," 
in August 1st, is Sufficient in itself to in-
spire every farmer in the land with a 
determination to strike for his rights, to 
arouse himself from the lethargy of his 
past life and occupy the position that 
numbers, value and moral worth entitle 
him to. Every number is filled with the 
discussion of questions of great import-
ance to the agriculturist, and yet the 
numbers of those who profit by its 
teachings are shamefully few and a "per-
sonal appeal" is required to hold the 
subscribers it has! Brother farmers, we 
deserve all the contumely and derision 
cast upon us as a class. 

CHAS. S . KILLMER. 

Trip to San Jose . 
June 27, Sunday morning, went down 

to San Jose wtth a Spanish-Mexican 
party on an excursion. The men were 
rather taciturn, but the senoratas were 
sparkling and bright and apparently de-
termined to hare all the fun they could 
extract from the occasion. San Jose is 
50 miles southeast of San Francisco and 
six miles from the south end of San 
Francisco Bay. 

On the road down we pass through 
several very pleasant towns, San Mateo, 
Belmont, Redwood City, Menlo Park, 
and Palo Alto. The country along the 
route and arpund these towns possesses 
rare beauty and richness of soil in its 
level valley land and undulating foot 
hills set with live oaks, scattered here 
and there, giving beauty to the land-
scape and inviting to their cool shade. 
The waters of the bay roll gently on 
one side and the coast range of moun-
tains towers up on the other, whilst 
ocean drapes the mountain's brow with 
a veil of fog in heavy, graceful folds,far 
more delicate than the bridal appendage. 

But I must not forget Palo Alto, for 
here is to be located the largest and one 
of the most complete Universities of 
the United States. Senator Stanford 
has large landed property here which 
goes to the Institution. He also gives 
£30,000,000 and other gratuities. The 
location is most favorable and for beau-
ty and grandeur of scenery can hardly 
be excelled. Fortunate will be our 
grandchildren who shall have the favor 
of being educated at this Institution. 

But now comes my difficult task, to 
properly describe San Jose, the Santa 
Clara Valley and its framework—the 
mountains in which it is set—what I saw 
and experienced there. On my arrival 
I proceeded to the beautiful cottage 
residence of my friend,Capt. C. M. Cur-
tis, which I made headquarters during 
my stay. He, having a horse and car-
riage, took me out e«ery day from ten 
to fifteen miles, over the valley, up the 
mountains, and through the canyons. 
San Jose is situated in the midst of the 
valley and about six miles east and 
south from the mountains. It is^i pleas-
ant town, abounding with shade trees, 
flowering shrubs and flowers, has many 
fine residences with well kept yards, 
looking homelike in the sweet content-
ment of this favored climate, contains 
good schools and massive churches 
without number, has about 40,000 in-
habitants and ele trie lights, and puts 
on a business air. 

Santa Clara, two miles out, but really 
a part, is a pleasant, quiet, little town, 
connected by a broad, beautiful drive-
way, shaded by old trees set here a 
hundred years ago. On Tuesday morn-
ing we all loaded into the wagon and 
started for Alum Rock Canyon, six 
miles east across the valley ana up the 
foothills, then down into the gulch to 
the stream, and up the stream a mile, 
where we camped for breakfast. We 
soon had a fire; tea, coffee, etc. were 
prepared and we had breakfast in first-
class order, afterwards wandered up the 
canyon about a mile, where the stream 
was two. This canyon is narrow, the 
sides of the mountain pretty straight up 
about two thousand feet, the lower part 
and bottom wooded. At this point, as 
we could not follow both streams, we 
had an inclination—there was a woman 
in the case—to reach that peak, away 
there 2,000 feet. We started up; toes 
would slip, but we made progress, and 
when half way up unexpectedly struck 
a good road just wide enough for a wag-
on, running in and out and up the side 
of the mountain. We followed this road 
up and still up for three miles and did 
not seem to get any nearer the top. We 
met a man with.a cart; he said he had 
been up four miles to see some colts he 
had pasturing on the mountain. We 
concluded we should not reach Mount 
Hamilton that night on that grade,¡,0 we 
turned our steps homeward, stopping 
frequently to gaze on the varied beauty 
and grandeur of the scene presented 
to our view. It was not a picture on 
the wall, but Nature's wildest, grandest 
reality. At one point a mountain rivu-
let came sliding down on the face of a 
rock twenty feet, nearly perpendicular. 
We partook of this mountain-distilled 
beverage and went on our way happy. 
Passing on down the road, we reached 
the bottom of the c inyon and going up 
the stream found our party and started 
for home. 

On the foot hills we had a fine view of 
the valley and bay; reached home 
about six, congratulating ourselves on 
the pleasures and joys of the day the 
trip had afforded. 

Around San Jose and especially to the 

west and southwest for six or seven 
miles most of the land is occupied with 
fruit trees, parties having from five to 
200 acres of fruit, consisting largely of 
cherries, peaches, apricots,prunes,pears 
and grapes. We enjoyed feasting on 
apricots and peaches which were just 
ripening. The cherry, apricot and prune 
trees were models of beauty and far ex-
ceeded my ideal imaginings as to what 
a perfect tree should be. The growth 
of these trees is somewhat marvelous, 
having made thi j season, now the 5th of 
July, from three to seven feet of growth 
on the end of limbs. The French prune 
is a good grower and bearer,and if prop-
erly handled, will be a profitable fruit, 
its superior quality assuring its accept-
ance in the market. 

On Saturday evening Mrs. Duncan, 
formerly of Schoolcraft,called and took 
me over to her place, about five miles 
southwest, where I remained till the fol-. 
lowing Tuesday, visiting orchards, fruit 
men and women, for be it known that 
many a woman here raises the best and 
sweetest of fruits, as I may be able to 
prove to some of you on my return. 
We drove over to Los Gatos, six miles, 
which is located on the foothills at the 
gorge in the mountains, where the rail-
road goes over to Santa Cruz and Mon-
terey,by the ocean; drove towards Sara-
toga, over the foot hills, on which are 
many pleasant homes surrounded by va-
rious kinds of fruit. The grape is a 
specialty here and does well; some very 
extensive almond orchards around Los 
Gatos. 

Riding along here, you may see many 
white cottages perched like an eagle's 
nest far up amongst the peaks of the 
mountains, should call it sky land. The 
4th, or Monday, the 5th, was celebrated 
very pleasantly by the gathering at Mrs. 
Duncan's of a few neighbors,young and 
of more mature years. All were social, 
merry and imbued with the spirit of in-
dependence. The time went pleasantly 
by with fruit, ice cream, merry songs 
and social cheer. 

Land appears to us very high here, 
$ 200 to $300 per acre for the bare land, 
and with house and fruit the price wijl 
be high enough to suit the most fastidi-
ous as to elevation. 

They were just finishing a large Hor-
ticultural Hall in San Jose, 80 by 166 
feet; gallery on two sides—a fine place 
for the exhibition of fruit 

Saturday morning, July 3, met with 
San Jose Grange; fair attendance. The 
members are alive with Grange interest 
there is no lack of ability to push and 
defend the same; and the ladies, social-
ly and in Heavenly impulses the supe-
rior of man, here find a fitting place to 
co-operate in the interests of humanity 
and advancement of woman. 

This Grange has great possibilities in 
the material that may be gathered in 
here to build up a Grange, if a united, 
determined effort is put forth to accom-
plish the same. 

Tuesday came back to San Jose and 
on Wednesday morning came up to San 
Francisco, the point of concentration 
for all the Pacific coast. 

EMMONS BUELL. 
San Francisco, Cal., July 6, *86.| 

From Maine. 
EDITOR VISITOR:—For the past year 

your valuable paper has been a regular 
visitor and a very welcome one, and we 
should hardly know how to get along 
without it, ever filled as it is with good 
things and cheering news from brothers 
and sisters at the West. 

At the last session of the National 
Grange held at Boston it was my pleas-
ure and privilege to attend, and it was 
an occasion I shall always look back to 
with pride and pleasure, meeting 
with so many, as I did, from all parts of 
our broad land, many whose names had 
become as familiar to me as household 
words and I was also favored in secur-
ing autographs of'a large number of the 
members, which I shall always hold as 
valuable momentoes. 

The Order in our State seems to be 
in a prosperous condition, with a good 
working Grange in nearly all of the 
large agricultural towns—also a Pomona 
Grange in every County but one. 

Here in the valley of the Kennebec 
our County Grange is an active organi-
zation, numbering some four hundred 
members, with monthly meetings. At 
our last meeting in July the question 
under discussion was, "What branch of 
fruit growing pays best?" and the senti-
ment of the discussion was that apple 
growing was the most profitable fruit 
culture for Maine farmers. A grand 
mass meeting and festival will be held 
at Hay den Lake Aug. 11 and 12, under 
the auspices of Somerset County 
Grange, and among the many prominent 
Patrons invited to take part in the exer-
cises is our Worthy State Lecturer and 
Past State Master, Hon. D. H. Thing, 
which already ensures it a success. 
Possessing great ability, large experi-
ence, and practical, good, sound sense, 
with a deep devotion for the Creator, he 
has ever been ready with voice and pen 
to work for the cause he so nobly ad-
vocated. Aug. 24-26 the Patrons of the 
State are to hold a reunion and festival 
at Old Orchard, a summer resort of 
world-wide fame, which has the finest 
beach on the Atlantic coast, a beau-
tiful grove of ample proportions, a camp 
ground with a large chapel,immense ho-
tels and boarding houses, with hundreds 
of cottages and tents and every con-
venience for a long or short stay. Our 
present Worthy State Master is chief 
executive of the State, and amidst his 

multitude of cares he seems to take a 
deep interest in the work of the Order. 
We have a Grange organ, the "Dirigo 
Rural," Bro. D. M. Hall, editor and 
proprietor. He is a pioneer in Grange 
work in our State and faithfully has he 
stood by the farmers and worked lot 
their interest, making his paper a suc-
dess in spite of all the opposition he has 
had to contend with, and the Order in 
our State is very largely indebted to 
him for its prosperity. At present the 
tariff question is being quite ably dis-
cussed by different correspondents, and 
i t is interesting reading for those who 
feel an interest in those grave public 
questions of so much vital importance 
to farmers. 

We have a Patrons' Co-operative Cor-
peration situated at Portland, which is 
doing a thriving business and sending 
out goods to all parts of the State, a 
Patrons' Aid Society, which has a large 
number of members but is not sd well 
patronized as it should be, and several 
counties have established Mutual Fire 
Insurance Companies, and altogether I 
think we are prospering fairly welL 

I rejoice to see that your Children's 
Day was so generally observed through-
out your State. We have had no such 
day set apart here. 

The Grange is a grand and noble 
organization and let us all go forward 
in the good work, carrying its principles 
into our lives and striving to live up to 
obligations we have taken, and with 
Faith, Hope, Charity and Fidelity, we 
will ever work for the good of our Order, 

.our country and mankind. 
M R S . M . C . SCOTT. 

Pittston, Maine, Aug. 19. 

The Grange and Politics* 
[By vote of North Burns Grange the following 

paper was sent the Visrro«. for publication. ] 

NORTH BURNS, A u g . 10, '86. 
It is a fact so transparent that I need 

not produce any evidence to prove it, 
that the agricultural industry of the 
United States does not receive the at-
tention from our Congressmen and State 
Legislators that it is entitled to. When 
we consider the magnitude of the agri-
cultural industry above all other indus-
tries combined, we should bluSh for 
shame that we have so few men of our 
own occupation to represent us and 
guard our interests in the halls of leg-
islation. Official statistics tell us that 
about eighty per cent of the whole 
products, of the United States aie agri-
cultural products, and that about forty-
eight per cent, of the whole population 
of the United State) are engaged in ag-
ricultural pursuits. When we consider 
these facts have we not just reason to 
feel ashamed and chagrined that there 
are only five men in our National' Con-
gress who can be truly called farmers. 
What is the reason that there are so few 
farmers in Congress? This is a very 
pertinent question and should receive 
all the attention from us that we can be-
stow upon it. 

Is it because there are no farmers in 
the United States who are competent to 
discharge the duties of Representatives 
and Senators? I do not believe it is. 
There are farmers in the United States 
and in this State who are capable of dis-
charging the duties of any legislative or 
administrative office in our National 
Government with honor to themselves 
and their country. The true reason is that 
farmers do not take any interest in nor 
attend to the primary meetings of the 
political party to which they belong or 
affiliate with. It is in the political con-
vention that the trickery and corruption 
in political parties takes root. Now let 
us think for a moment and see how po-
litical conventions are conducted, and 
of what two classes of men they are 
composed. We will start with the town-
ship caucus and county convention, and 
we will take Huron County as an aver-
age county for this State. Each town-
ship in this county is entitled to five 
delegates to the county convention; the 
township caucus is called and they dele-
gate five farmers (or they could if they 
wanted to) to the county convention, 
but the shore towns very often send 
lawyers and merchants. There are 27 
townships in the county; 5 times 27 are 
135. There might be 135 farmers in our 
county convention but the lawyers and 
merchants from the shore towns will 
probably reduce that number to about 
one hundred, or about two-thirds of the 
whole number of delegates, but it is still 
a farmers' convention. Now, who do 
these men delegate to go to the State, 
Congressional, Senatorial, and Judicial 
conventions? The farmers, as a rule, 
do not have much to say about who will 
go, they let the lawyers and merchants 
do all the nominating and they support 
some one of their own nominees, and 
the result is that the leading lawyers, 
merchants, capitalists and office seek-
ers go to the State and Congressional 
Conventions, but scarcely ever a farmer. 
Right here is where farmers "put their 
foot in it." They send men to their 
State and Congressional Conventions 
who have few interests in common with 
farmers, men who will "feather their 
own nest" first and ignore the farmers' 
interests. Now, when these men meet 
in State Conventions, who do they nomi-
nate for Governors, State officers and 
Congressmen? They nominate million-
aires, lawyers, railroad kings, merchants, 
and manufacturers, but seldom a farmer. 

Do such men as these enact laws to 
benefit and protect a farmer's interests? 
They do not. Their past history is 
"plain that he may read that runs," that 
they do not. I have no controversy 


