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The Editor and the Patron.

“Good morning, sir Mr. Editor, how are the
folks to-day?

I owe you for next year’s paper—I thought I'd
come and pay,

And Jones is going to take it, and this is his
money here;

I shut down on lendin’ to him, and then coaxed
himto try it a year.

And here’s a few little items that happened last
week in our town;

I thought they’d look good for the paper, and so
I justjotted ’em down.

And here is a basket of peaches my wife picked
expressly for you,

And a small bunch of flowers from Jennie—she
thought she must send something too.

“You’re doing the politics bully, as all of our
family agree;

Just keep your old goose quill a2 flappin’ and
give them one for me.

And now you are chuck full of business, and I
won’t be takin’ your time;

I’'ve things of my own I must tend to—Good
day, sir, I believe I will climb.”

The editor sat in his sanctum, and brought
down his fist with a thump;

¢“God bless thatold farmer,”” he muttered, ‘‘he’s
a regular jolly old trump.”’

And ’tis thus with our noble profession, and thus
it will ever be still;

There are some who appreciate its labor, and
some who perhaps never will.

But in the great time that is coming, when Gab
riel’s trumpet shall sound,

And they who have labored and rested shall
come from the quivering ground,

When they who have striven and suffered to
teach and enoble the race,

Shall march at the head of the column, each
one in his God-given place

As they march through the gates of the city, with
proud a~d victorious tread,

The editor and his assistants will travel not far
from the head.

— Will Carleton.

Ensilage Rations.

The “spirit” being upon me to build
a silo thi$§ season, I took the occasion a
few days since to visit a few silo men
and get their exact ideas, after feeding
ensilage during the past winter. The
silo of Mr. Bert Reed, in Geauga Coun-
ty, O., was first visited. Mr. Reed is a
dairyman, and is solving the problem of
doubling the stock upon his small farm
by the means of ensilage. Mr. Reed
has a cement silo, 14x15 feet, and 12
feet deep, in the corner of his basement
barn. Last season the product of 214
acres of fodder corn, common field va-
riety, was put into this pit. The yield
The cost
of cutting and pitting the 4o tons was
$17. This year Mr. Reed will own his
own cutter and power instead of paying
$8 for the rent of them, and cut down
in other ways, so that aside from raising
the crop he expects to put his ensilage
into the pits for 12 cents per ton.

The contents of this pit were ample
to keep 10 cows. 2 yearlings, 2 calves
and a span of horses for g2 days, with-
out other rations, no grain being fed
other than the ears which grew upon
the fodder corn. The stock steadily
gained in flesh, and the milk supply was
very satisfactory. The butter was very
fine, and sold at top prices. As soon
as the ensilage was gone there was a
falling off in milk, and grain had to be
fed. ;

This year Mr. Reed will put up ensi-
lage ample to soil his cows once per day
next season, and try the experiment of
keeping 20 cows and other stock on 50
acres. The saving of hay was quite an
item, as he has about ten tons to sum-
mer over, which would otherwise and
more have been fed the past winter.
“In saving of hay alone, my silo has
paid for itself three times over, and I
never wintered my cows so well or
cheaply. Think of it! the rough feed
for fourteen head of stock only costing
18 cents per day.”

I also called at Mr. Frank Blair’s, in
Mantua, O., to look at his silo, and get
his opinion, for Mr. Blair is the largest
farmer in the township, and keeps 100
cows. His silo is 3ox3o and 16 feet
deep, holding about 290 tons. It is
built of cement, and occupies one-half
of a basement barn that is now a wing
to a large basement barn gsoxig4o feet.
Mr. Blair is a noted creamery man, but
now is extensively engaged in the Cleve-
land milk trade, and winter milking is
now an important feature of his dairy-
ing. This gentleman has made ensilage
feeding a most painstaking study the
past winter, and to enable him to cor-
rectly determine the feeding value of
ensilage, he put 40 cows upon ensilage,
and.10 in the same stables on a hayand
grain diet, and another dairy on an ad-
joining farm were fed hay and grain, and
kept in an equally warm stable, and the

milk of the dairies was accurately
weighed every morning and evening.
The same grain ration was fed to all.
The resuit was that the cows fed on en-
silage gave the most and best milk, and
kept in the best condition. On the 1oth

best hay, and the ration meal was con-
tinued without change. In three days

the 40 cows had fallen off in milk 180!

lbs. per day, or $2.16, a shrinkage they
did not recover from. This was con-
clusive evidence to Mr. Blair, who will
put an additional 100 tons into this silo,
and build one for the other dairy. The
cost of filling the silo Mr. Blair puts at
25 cents per ton, being largely perform-
ed with the usual farm labor. He says
he shall economize a little more this
year, be a little longer doing it, and hire
no extra help, and pay no man $3 per
day to boss the job.

“How much did this 200 tons of en-
silage save you?” I asked.

“It made me $2 per day all winter in
extra milk, and saved me 6o tons of $10
hay,” was his reply; “and it will make
me a big saving on land. The acre of
meadow that made me 124 tons of hay
will grow 25 tons of ensilage, worth
about g tons of good hay to feed; for I
know that three tons of ensilage is bet-
ter for milking cows than one ton of
hay. I suppose my ensilage cost me,
for growing the crop, use of land, and
cutting, about $1 per ton; but I only,
for all sources, paid out in cash not
more than 50 cents per ton. I doubt il
hay delivered at the barn at $3 and $4
per ton would be ascheap as my ensil-
age. The milk was as good as any that
ever came from my barn. Itisall ‘bosh’
about good ensilage making bad milk
The city trade is a very particular one,
and if there had been anything wrong
about the milk I should have heard
from it only too quick.”

Mr. Zeno Kent, not far away, told al-
most a similar story in regard to his en-
dorsement of it. Mr. Frank Morns, of
Chardon, has told the Stockman in his
own words what he demonstrated to me
personally. Mr. A. S. Emory, of Cleve-
land, has a 3oo-ton silo, and says that
with ensilage the gain in milk the win-
ter of 1884-5 with the same dairy. has
been $350, and by putting in twelve
acres of ensilage corn he has this sea-
son sold 6o tons of $12 hay, a product
which before has always been all con-
sumed upon the farm. Nextseason Mr.
Emory will soil partially throughout the
summer believing that with ensilage he
can inexpensively keep one cow upon
each acre of land.—Selected.

Michigan Crop Report, July 1,
1886.

For this report returns have been re-
ceived from 780 correspondents, repre-
senting 622 townships. Five hundred
and twenty-seven of these returns are
from 376 townships in the southern four
tiers of counties.

The area of the 1886 wheat crop, as
returned by Supervisors, is, in the south-
ern four tiers of counties, 1,357,578
acres,and in the northern counties 243,-
206 acres, a total of 1,600,784 acres.
Final corrections, and spring wheat
sowings which were not completed at
the time the assessment was taken, will
probably add 25,000 acres, making the
total area of the 1886 wheat harvest,
1,623,784 acres. The average per acre,
as estimated by correspondents,is 13
and 68-hundredths bushels, indicating a
probable yield in the State of 22,239,686
bushels.

The wheat crop has evidently been
greatly injured by the Hessian fly. The
presence of the fly is reported by 97
correspondents in the first or south tier
of counties, by 69 correspondents in the
second tier, by 44 in the third, and 25
in the fourth tier. The number of cor-
respondents in each county of the south-
ern four tiers reporting damage by Hes-
sian fly is as follows: Allegan 4, Barry
7, Berrien g, Branch 12, Calhoun 24,
Cass 10, Clinton 5, Eaton ¢, Genesee 1,
Hillsdale 17, Ingham 5, Tonia 4, Jack-
son 13, Kalamazoo 13, Kent 7, Lapeer
2, Lenawee 24, Livingston 4, Macomb
12, Monroe 10, Oakland 3, Ottawa 1,
Shiawassee 3, St. Clair 3, St. Joseph
15. Van Buren 7, Washtenaw 12,
Wayne o; total 235. The returns of
Supervisors, partially - corrected, show
the area of wheat harvested in ‘1885 to
have been 1,497,470 acres, and the yield,
29,927,443 bushels. The final correc-
tions will increase this area by at least
35,000 acres, and the vyield by 700,000

| ors and mills.
of April the ensilage was exhausted, and |
the cows had to be put on a diet of the |

bushels, making the totals about 1,532,-
470 acres, and 30,627,543 bushels.
Reports have been received of the

quantity of wheat marketed by farmers |

during the month of June at 277 elevat-
Of these 229 are in the
southern four tiers of counties, which is
44 per cent. of the whole number of ele-
vators and mills in these counties. The
total number of bushels reported mar-
keted is 430,676, of which go,373 bush-
els were marketed in the first or southern
tier of counties; 120,438 bushels in the
second tier; 68,262 bushels in the third
tier; 113,438 bushels in the fourth tier;
and 36,165 bushels in the counties north
of the southern four tiers. At 6o ele-
vators and mills, or 22 per cent. of the
whole number from which reports have
been received, there was no wheat mar-
keted during the month.

The total number of bushels of wheat
reported marketed in the 10 months,
August-June, is 14,044,903, or about
46 per cent. of the crop of 1885. The
number of bushels reported marketed in
the same months of 1884 and 1885 was
8,468,513, or 33 per cent. of the crop of
1884. For these months in 1884-5 re-
ports were received from about 37 per
cent., and in 18856 from about 48 per
cent. of the elevators and mills in the
southern four tiers of counties.

In the southern four tiers of counties
10 per cent., and in the northern coun-
ties 4 per cent.—about 2,732,000 bush-
els—of the 1885 wheat crop is yet in
the farmers’ hands.

The condition of other crops, com-
pared with vitality and growth of aver-
age years, is, for the State, as follows:
Corn, g2 per cent.; oats, 85; barley, 88;
clover, meadows and pastures, 79;
timothy, meadows and pastures, 74; and
clover sowed this year, 81 percent. The
condition of corn compared with July
1, 1883, is 113. Seven per cent. of the
corn planted failed to grow.

Apples, in the southern four tiers of
counties, promise 94 per cent., and in
the northern counties 86 per cent. of an
average crop.

The weather is extremely dry. Com-
plaints of the drouth come from every
part of the State. At Lansing the rain-
fall during June amounted to only 2 and
14-hundredths inches, as compared with
4 and 37-hundredths inches, the aver-
age for 20 years, as recorded at the
State Agricultural College. No rain
has fallen in July to this date (July g).
Of course meadows and pastures are
drying up and the oat crop is injured.

Advice to Wool Growers.

The Wool Journal of Chicago some
time ago printed the following advice
to wool growers, which seems appropri-
ate now:

“If you have taken special pains with
your wool,handled it carefully and hon-
estly, if your lotis in good condition,
and of healthy growth, and home buy-
ers make little or no discrimination in
price between such wool and poorer
lots—ship.

“If your wool is heavy, poorly han-
dled, burry, or otherwise undesirable.
a discriminating market,,where wool is
sold on its actual merits might not be
desirable. In such case, our general
advice would be—sell at home.

“If markets are dull and prices far
below the average cost of raising wool,
and prices in the country are lower than
in the market—ship.

“If, under a purely speculative ex-
citement, local buyers are paying abeve
prices in the principal distributing mar-
kets—sell at home.

“If markets are advancing—ship; if
they are declining—sell at home.

“On a steady market, the grower
saves a middleman’s profit by shipping;
on an advancing market,he makes more,
in addition; on a declining market he
must necessarily lose by shipping unless
he is entirely deprived of opportunity to
sell at home.

“Growers who have shipped for sever-
al years, even at a loss, should not
change their method. To do so isquite
likely to result in a double loss. ‘Look
for your money where youlost it,’ is a
wise adage. It will generally be found
as poor policy to change business meth-
ods yearly as your methods of carrying
on your farm or ranch. Change only to
improve, and change as seldom as pos-
sible.”

The French Government has prohib-
ited the use of oleomargarine in the
hospitals because of its deleterious ef-
fects on the system. It takes a strong
man’s stomach to digest oleomargine.

Selling Eggs by Weight.

There is a standard for nearly every-
thiﬂg, and why should there not be for
eggs? A great injustice is done by
selling them by the dozen. The New
York farmers’ club had the subject un-
der consideration for several weeks,
and concluded that a pound and four
ounces was an average weight, and
oughy to be the standard. This seems
like & low estimate, as I weighed my
eggs at the time, and without selecting
they weighed 27 ounces, and the lowest
average that season was 23 ounces. I
have weighed them quite often since,
and found the lightest dozen weighed 20
ounces and the heaviest 33 ounces,
which shows that they vary considera-
bly. Ifthe Homestead readers would all
weigh their eggs and report the aver-
age, a fair estimate for a standard would
be made. Consumer and producer are
alike interested. If A buys a dozen of
eggs at one store that weigh only 20
oynces, and B buys at another and gets
24 ounces at the same price, B gets rich
the faster. If A goes to market with
thirty dozen that weigh 20 ounces, and B
goes with the same number that weigh 24
ounces, B carries five dozen for which
he gets nothing, and at the average
price of 22 cents would be $1,10 which
if kept up for thirty weeks or during the
laying season, is a pretty heavy discount
for producer or consumer to stand. If
a man’s milk is below the standard he
is notified by the inspector to keep it
up. Here is acase in which the con-
sumer gets the benefit, but in the other
case neither consumer nor producer
has an option. Is it right? No! em-
phatically no! Then let astep be taken
in the right direction. I do not con-
sider myself authority in the matter,
but give facts as they have come under
my own observation and hope others
will do the same.— Dennis Fenn, New
Haven C.unty, Conn.

Farm Notes.

A sOT wind is reported from Pierre,
D. T., which drove the inhabitants ihto
the cellars. The temperature rose to
105 degrees.

THE world produced in 1885 an aver-
age of 60,000,000 needles per week.
Redditch, a town of 20,000 people,
seventegn miles from Birmingham, Eng-
land, has fourteen needle factories, and
produces 60,000,000 weekly, while Ger-
many has two, producing 10,000,000 per
week. .

The slogan of the fancy stock men is
“more blood,” “better blood,” “purer
blood.” This is all right and proper
enough for them; but we think that
among the farmers at large a more im-
portant thing is more care, better care,
and more and better feed —Rural New
Yorker.

THE co>mmittee on public lands has
decided to report favorably to the
House, a bill which repeals the act for
the sale of the timber lands in Califor-
nia, Oregon, Nevada and Washington
Territory. The object is to prevent
monopolies and foreign syndicates from
gaining possession of large tracts of
land. ;

THE manufacture of beet sugar at
Alvarado is being greatly increased. It
has proved financially successful, both
to the manufacturers and farmers who
raise the beets. The latter can net
twenty dollars an acre profit in raising
sugar beets. The climate there is such
that the seed can be planted from
March to May, inclusive, and harvest-
ing goes on tor five months, and the
roots can be so easily and well kept that
they can be worked for four months’
harvesting. The manufactory has now
a capacity for working up eighty tons
of beetsa day, and they are about to
erect an additional factory capable of
treating at least two hundred tons of
beets a day.—California Patron.

The manufacture of beet sugar at Al-
varado, Cal,, is being greatly increased.
It has proved financially successful, both
to the manufacturers and the farmers
who raise the beets. The latter can net
$20 an acre profit in raising sugar beets.
The climate there is such that the seed
can be planted from March to May, in-
clusive; harvesting goes on for five
months, and the roots can be so easily
and well kept that théy can be worked
up for four months after harvesting.
The manufactory has now a capacity
for working up 8o tons of beets a day,
and they are about to erect an addition-
al factory capable of treating at least
200 tons of beets a day.— Vick’s Maga-
zine.
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Measures for insect
Enemies.

1. Applying poison to the plant upon
which the insects feed.

2. Applying substances directly to the
body o?’pt%e ?nsect. Y

3. To hand pick, entrap and kill by
miscellaneous means.

The following experiments aré sug-
gested:

FOR THE CURRANT AND GOOSEBERRY

WORM.

Cover the ground in the vicinity of
several bushes with coal ashes to the
depth of tenortwelve inches. Should
extend two feet oneither side of row.
FOR THE CODLING MOTH OR APPLE WORM.

Spread fresh gas lime to a depth of
two or three inches under one or more
apple trees. This should be done when
the apple trees are in blossom; another
similar application should be made six
weeks later.

FOR THE PLUM CURCULIO.

Dip eight or ten corn cobs, or as many
pieces of woolen rags, in coal tar and
hang these at different points in the
plum tree. This should be done imme-
diately after the blossoms have fallen.
The cobs orrags should be dipped in
the tarevery two weeks.

FOR THE APHIS OR GREEN FLY ON HOUSE
PLANTS.

Make a solution of whale oil soap, a
quarter of a pound of soap to six quarts
of water. Thoroughly sprinkle or wash
the plants with this solution once a
month.

FOR VERMIN IN HENERIES AND STABLES.

Thoroughly sprinkle or spray them
with kerosene.

FOR THE STRIPED CUCUMBER OR SQUASH
BEETLE.

Moisten with kerosene theinner folds
of some rags or cloths and place these
in the center of or near the hills! As
soon asthe cloths become dry, moisten
them again.

Remedial

FOR ANTS

which frequently infest pantries and
other places, use a sponge well moisten-
ed with sweetened water. When well
filled with the insects destroy them by
dipping into boiling water.
FOR THE COMMON HOUSE FLY

try pyrethrum or Persian insect powder,
which should be used in small quanti-
ties by dusting with an atomizer inin-
fested rooms.

In the discussion following this paper,
Mr. Merion said he had tried the corn
cob and tar experiment a number of
years ago, and it failed entirely to keep
out the curculio. His son tried last
year coal ashes under apple trees and
gathered the best apples he ever had.
Ants had been driven from his place by
baiting them with molasses and then
scalding them.

Mr. Post said he had tried coal ashes
and believed it a thorough preventive
for the currant worms, and further than
this, the ashes act as a mulch much
needed by small fruits. As to gas lime
he has used it by sprinkling his plum
trees with water and throwing the lime
over the trees. Thelime stuck tothe
trees and the odor remained longer than
in most preventive remedies. After
showers and heavy dews it must be re-
newed.

The experience of several members,
however, seems to show that gas lime
must be used with caution. Colonel
Junis applied it to his land before sow-
ing wheat. Not asingle spear of wheat
appeared. Mr. Jenney told of a friend
who sprinkled gas lime on land, when
he wished togrow a meadow, and did
not have a blade of grass for over two
years.

Horticultural Notes.

| planted cherries extensively along
lhe lanes and road-sides about my place
at Plymouth, and had all the cherries |
could gather besides plenty for the birds.
People atthe South offered a premium
for the killing of birds, that attacked
their rice, but afterwards offered pre-
miums to recover the birds, for they
lost their crops by insects.—T. T. Lyon.

J. M. Stearns, of Michigan, says the
best remedy known to him for the grape
flea beetle isto catch them byhand in
the morning just as it begins to get
warm. Follow it up as long as neces-
sary.

Mr. Robinson, near Detroit, conquers
the grape rot by picking offaffected
berries. He goes through his vineyard
twice a week and last year had the fin-
est display of Concord | ever saw.
The method is profitable with him as
lhe crop insurrounding vineyards is all
Tuined by the rot. Atmy place, at Ann
Arbor, the crop was mostly ruined by
the rot. Bagging some of my grapes
saved them.—E. H. Scott.

Paris green solutions for spraying
plum trees tokill the curculio should be
used very weak. One tablespoonful of
the poison to one barrel of water is
enough.

The grape is a prolific bearer and
quite aptto sufferinjury from overbear-
ing. Care isnecessary in the treatment
of young vines. It may beno harm to
leave a bunch, or even two, whenthe
vine isin its second year. Butat no
age of the plant should more fruitbe
left to mature than it is able to carry
through safely. If allowed to overbear
the fruit will be inferior, and the vital
powers of the vine so greatly lessened
that the effects can be seen for years
afterwards.

T HE GKR/AJSrg-E VISITOR

From My Diary.

LITERATURE FOR BOYS.

As modern life has grown more pro-
saic, as the age of chivalry with its
startling adventures of heroes and hero-
ines, its Knight Templars and palaces,
its lvanhoes and Bois Gilberts, its tilts
and tournaments, has long since passed
away, the modern youth compensates
himself for the absence of such adven-

tures and exciting scenes in life by de-

vouring the stories of "the brave days of
old" poured forth annually by the
printing-press. Much of this writing is
of a character that is misleading and in-
jurious. No one can estimate the im-
portance of the influence of such
literature on the character ofthe young
reader. For the boy notonly gets a
passion for such reading but a control-
ing desire to become such a hero. The
effect of this we say is injurious, for
just as a man's mental and physical
vigor depends upon whether he leads a
healthy or vicious life, so the strength
and weakness of the boy's moral sense
depends upon whether he reads that
which is pure orthat which is foul. The
boy's actions, thoughts, and ideas of
right and wrong, are moulded as much
by his reading as by contact with the
world. What the hero in the book may
do heimagines he can attempt to do.
"Example," says Burke, "isthe school
of mankind;" and the boy of to-day
finds his "example" inthe hero of the
book hereads. Heis anapt pupil in
this school, where the passions have full
play, and where a single act or deed
may constitute theimpulse that decides
the tenor of the mind—the entire after
career of his life. Here we see the good
and bad use of fiction. Fiction for the
young or old should always endeavor to
give force and color to facts. Hence a
writer-for boys has, or should have a
mission. By a mission | mean that the
writer's work in therealm of the imag-
ination should be conscientiously and
honestly performed. Although he can
make his "facts seem stranger than fic-
tion," yet his fiction should always be
based on facts. The painter's work
may be a perfect fiction, for it is all
drawn from his imagination, but is a
masterpiece because it is so real, so
true tonature. So of the sculptor, so
of the poet, and soit should be of the
writer of fiction. All great novelistsand
romance writers have been true to na-
ture intheir works, as all great artists
must be.

We find that inany community good
story-tellers are scarce. Few public
speakers can really interest and instruct
a gathering of children, and still fewer
are théwriters of good books for chil-
dren. That class of boys' literature
under the head of "Useful Knowledge
Books," is, most of it, worse than use-
less. And a large portioft of the books
written for children in our public knd
Sabbath School libraries is seldom read
by the boy orgirl. Says an able writer,
"No branch of the literary profession
requires more tact and delicacy than
writing for boys. Sympathy isthe key-
note to success. Unless one can identi-
fy one's self with youthful aspirations
and ideas, unless one can throw one's
self entirely into the wavs of boyhood,
can take one's place inthe cricket field
or.in the school room, orin any other
position which one may wish to depict,
it isuseless to attempt to secure the
favor of the juvenile public." Such a
writer can write astory that will interest
the young. The boy's instinct, uner-
ring asthe bees' in this matter, leads
him to the good things in literature and
enables him to tell them from the
false. When Tom Brown turns up his
sleeves and, unaided, thrashes Williams
for maltreating Arthur, he becomes a
hero to the young reader from that mo-
ment, because itwas a just punishment.
It is the ethical soundness, the whole-
some moral thoughtfulness that the
reading of "Tom Brown's School Days
at Rugby" awakens inthe mind of the
boy, it isthis that has made this work
par excellence, the book for the boy of
the present day. And it is because
every boy gets hold of the moral for
himself without having it preached into
him, and even without a reflection tagged
on, by the writer, as an antidote tothe
fiction. The boy takes thestory alto-
gether, the whole truth lodged in his
mind as "dainty seed," but wjicc will,
by-and-by, "spring up apace into leaf,
blossom and golden truit."”

The truth is, the better a story is told
the less need isthere for insisting on
the evils to be avoided -and the truths
to be absorbed inlife. A good story
points its own moral without the "addi-
tional lecture" for the good of the
young, which the boy always skips if he
don't drop the book altogether. The
pith of the matter lies in the boy's ob-
jection to such books, which is: "If
you preach, preach; if you tell a story,
tell a story, but don't preach and tell a
story both."

Tom Brown's actions preach a good
sermon to the young reader. Although
his is a muscular Christianity, yet while
the story holds the reader interested to
the end there is an ethical, yes, a spiritu-
al forcein the prevailing action of the
hero that will make any boy better from
having read the book. The corrective
influence arising from theassociation of
the young reader with the character in
the book is decidedly healthful.

Where one boy has read "The Swiss

Family Robinson"a dozen have read
Tom Brown, or Robinson Crusoe, be-
cause in Defoe's masterpiece, like that
of Thomas Hughes', the personality of
the hero-iscomplete. The chief attrac-
tion ofasupreme figure, like Robinson
Crusoe, isthat it constitutes -an ideal.
The hero dominates every situation,and
hence the story has for boys a peculiar
charm and anincreasing interest to the
end ofthe last chapter.

We have instanced Defoe and Thom-
as Hughes as writers, par excellence,
for boys. There are others we may
give another time. V. B.

A Visitto Spirit Lake.

DEAR VIsITOR: — | had known for
years that a Grange existed at Spirit
Lake, and had a slight acquaintance
with a few of its members, and had a
great desire tovisit it,but circumstances
prevented.

A few days since | received a press-
ing invitation from Hon. W. B. Brown,
Deputy for that county, to attend their
regular meeting on the 26th ult. | im-
mediately wrote him,declining to go,but
like the boy in Scripture who was told
to work in the vineyard, | afterward re-
pented and went. Soon the morning
of the 26th wife and | took the train for
Spirit Lake.

The ride by rail was not so pleasant
as might be.! The heat and dust and
crowded cars made it quite tiresome,but
on our arrival this was forgotten in the
cordial welcome extended by old time
friends.

We soon found our way to the Grange
meeting,in Odd Fellows' Hall, and were
received in thefraternal way common
to the Order.

We take unlimited stock in the
Granges and individual members who
have held fast to the Grange through
all these years of apostasy and decline,
but expected to find only a faithful few,
gray-haired brothers and sisters, just
able to "hold the fort." Judge then of
our surprise when we found the hall
filled with earnest, wide-awake, aggres-
sive Patrons, conducting their meeting
with an exactness and precision that
showed a thorough acquaintance with
our ritual and its teachings.

Nor was this work done by the old
veterans, for most of the officers are
young people as well as young mem-
bers, which made their perfect work the
more noticeable.

They were conferring the fourth de-
gree on a brother and his wife, which
shows of itself that the Grange is on
the advance.

The feast was not only the usual feast
of good things, but a "feast of reason
and flow of soul,"” aswell. After a fur-
ther session of an hour or two, which
passed too rapidly,the labors of the day
ended and the Grange closed. Labor
was scarcely ended, for afterthe close a
barrel of sugar that the Grange had or-
dered was divided among the members.

It was a pleasant meeting andwe
shall not soon forget the kindly wel-
come of our brothers, and sisters of
Spirit Lake Grange.

Brother Brown took us to his spa-
cious and elegant home, where he and
his good wife entertained us right roy-
ally, and where we had ample time to
consider and talk up,the interests of
the Order in that section of the State.

I don't know but I ought to say some-
thing of the beautiful county in which
this Grange islocated. Spirit Lake in
its early history isnoted for the fearful
Indian massacre that swept away all its
settlers in 1857; and isnow agreat sum-
mer resort, and is destined at no dis-
tant day todraw to itslovely shores all
the pleasure-loving people ofthe North-
west.

Spirit Lake, with the lakes east and
west,Okoboji,lies in the form of a horse
shoe, enclosing in its bend the town of
Spirit Lake, a village of 1,000 or 1,50c
people, and as pleasant a little city as
you can conceive of.

The lakes are the great attraction.
Brother Brown spent a day in driving
us from one place to another onthe
lakes Okoboji. We visited Arnold's
Park, East Lake Park, Brown's Beach,
Dickson's Beach, the cabin where the
Dickerson family were massacred in
1857, Lake Minne-wash-ta (the English
of which is, water enough to wash in),
and other points of interest. No pret-
tier lake than Okobiji exists anywhere.
Its wooded shores, its many capes and
bays, its long reaches of bold, rocky
shores, alternated with smooth, sandy
bed, orlike Dickson's Beach, covered
by smooth, thoroughly washed pebbles,
and its clear, deep waters make it won-
derfully beautiful.

The next morning we returned to
town, and as the guests of our old
friends, the Osborns, and nnHer r
guidance,took asteam _r
Spirit Lake isseparated trom Okoboji
bv anisthmus pnly a few rods wide.
The lake is five or six miles in diameter
and nearly circular in form and just as
handsome as a lake can be. Together
these lakes have a shore line of 70 or
80 miles and not a mile that is swamp.

Not only isthe town of Spirit Lake
well supplied with first class hotels, but
at many attractive points on all these
lakes are found hotels, parks, boarding
houses, lodges, etc., as well as houses
devoted tothe sale or rent of fishing
tackle, boats, guns, ammunition, min-
nows, etc. On the isthmus and fronting
toward Spirit Lake isthe famous Hotel
"De Orleans,"” animmense and beauti-
ful structure built by the R. R. Compa-
ny and having all the modern appliances
and conveniences.

Here and atseveral other points on
these shores men of wealth have
bought grounds and erected summer
houses, where they and their families
spend the heated term.

The fishing is excellent on all these
lakes and everybody goes onthe water,
and to accommodate this class,there are
several steamers ranging in size from
the miniature ocean steamer down, sail
boats, from a good sized sloop down to
the smallest, and row boats of all sizes
and kinds. One would think to seethe
hundreds of these boats that they must
be in excess of any demand, but | am
told that they are often allin use.

As a matter of course all these at-
tractions and conveniences draw to
Spirit Lake, not only the pleasure seek-
er, butthose who seek to combine busi-
ness with pleasure, hence it is made a
meeting place for camp and other re-
ligious meetings, for political conven-
tions, soldiers' reu&ions, press associa-
tions, boat regattas, etc., etc.

After a few hours spent in looking at
the beauties of Spirit Lake and itssur-
roundings and a visit to the headquar-
ters of the "State Fish Commission"
and examining their appliances for
hatching fish,including some specimens
in their tanks already hatched and
grown, among them Buffalo that would
weigh from 40 to 60 pounds, we took
the steamer back totown where we bade
our friends a hurried good-by and
boarded a train for home, where we ar-
rived about 10 o'clock P. M, pretty thor-
oughly tired out, but having enjoyed as
much pleasure ascould well be crowd-
ed into thespace of three days.

We are in. favor of holding an annual
Grange Encampment atSpirit Lake and
that the visiTor and all its readers be
speciallv invited to attend. J. E. B.

Algona, lowa, July 3, 1886.

[If the "Annual Grange Encamp-
ment" of Bro. Blackford should mate-
rialize, it would afford ye editor much
pleasure toaccept this invitation,and
we believe many of the readers of the
visiTor could not do better than take
some of that medicine after the labors
of the annual harvest have prepared
them in pocket and with physical con-
ditions that demand some of this kind
of treatment somewhere. ED.]

Nevada City Surroundings.

| have passed four weeks in this city
and vicinity and in rambling over the
mountains and through the ravines and
canyons of the various streams. One
day last week I took adrive to the Yuba
River at Edward's Bridge. The route
was rather winding and somewhat un-
dulating, but as we approach the river
the grandeur of the scene stood out be
fore us. One thousand feet below
rushed madly the waters of the Yuba as
if fighting for more extended liberty,
while the mountains peering high
guarded it jealously with itsgranite
barriers.

The next thing was to get down,and
as it had adecided down aspect we con-
cluded to venture. Itisrather interest-
ing aswe wind back and forth, crossing
rivulets and past gushing springs, cool
and sparkling, on the right, while on the
left we gaze down the precipitous defile
till we finally reach the bridge. Here
the road crosses and winds up the op-
posite mountains. From four to eight
horses are used inhauling wagons over
these roads.

I spent an hour with Mr. Edwards
listening to his recital of incidents of
the place. And asthey have no winds
here, will give you the following quiet
transaction: At one time, he says, he
witnessed the storm king in his fury
come playing with the giant trees of the
mountain and tossing tjiem in his glee
far down from their lofty height.

Then we retrace our way up the
mountain and soback by the way of
Blue tent, a mining place, to the city.

On the following day | thought to
vary the program a little, sostarted out
on foot to explore Rock Creek Canyon.
The stream descends over six hundred
feet in three miles, making five fallsof
twenty-five to thirty feet each, or more,
and the stream tearing ever rapidly
down among the granite rocks—for its
bed issolid rock with large boulders
scattered throughout.

On | went over the rocks and scramb-
ling up the mountain side to get around
the falls till the creek and canyon were

lost in the greater grandeur of the
Yuba.
Retiring up the mountain side |

amused myself in rolling rocks down a
thousand feet and seeing them bump on
the overhanging cliffs and then make a
final plunge inthe waters of the Yuba.

The sides of themountains are cov-
ered with pine, spruce and cedar.

And now back over the same stony
way to Nevada City, making a trip of
twelve miles on foot.

I will not sayl was weary, for a
school-marm of our household made
this trip afewdays before on foot. So
you see there must besomething in the
climate or, the presence of another
kindly soul that gives daring and mus-
cular activity. But | assure you that
California girls do not take a back seat,
especially when any climbing is to be
done.

The thermometer hasranged while
I have'been here from 70 to 80 in the
middle of theday, nights cool at50 to
60; butover in theSacramento Valley
at Red BIuff, it has been upto 103.

To-morrow | leave this place,its
mountains, its clear, blue atmosphere,

and its far-off snowy peaks and go down
to the busy city by the sea.
EMMONS BUELL.
Nevada City, June 20, 1886.

IOWA.

OFFICE OF SECRETARY. )
IOWA STATE GRANGE, P.OF H. >
NEWTON, IOWA, June 30, 1886. \
To Masters and Secretaries of  Subordinate

Granges in lotva:—

Dear Brethren—You  will please make your
Quarterly Reports to this office closing with this
day (June 30, 1886.)

A goodly number of Granges on the Secretary's
books have made noreports to this office since
| became Secretary—Dec. 1885.

It is very important that each and every
Grange make a full report from the time of their
last report to this office until July I, 1886.

The Executive Committee of lowa State
Grange have had under consideration for some
time the best means to use to reorganize and
build upthe Order of P. of H. inthis State. So
far asthey now see thebest in their opinion is to
send suitable Brothers and Sisters out as Lec-
turers, not to make excellent speeches alone but
do missionary work among the people; reach the
farmers in a plain common-sense way and make
them feel that each lecturer isone of them with
a common cause, interest and purpose. The
Grange cause can be built upif theright man
can be found in various parts of the State who
will do the work.

Bro. D. B. Clark, Overseer, informs this office
that by a little personal effort he has recon-
structed two Granges in Western lowa. Bro.
Blackford, W. M., in alike manner reorganized
one in Kossuth County, with a prospect of more
to follow; and so with Bro. Clark. It iswork
and not child's play that will build them up. The
W. M.,Bro. Blackford has the whole lecture busi-
ness in his hands, and is desirous to find the
right persons for the work. Correspond with
him at Algona, lowa.

The Executive Committee have unanimously
passed thefollowing resolutions:

Resolved, That all Lecturers sent out by the
W. M. of State Grange shall be entitled to one
and one-half dollars per day for actual ser-
vice.

2. That for their traveling expenses inper-
forming the work they shall look to the Granges
organized or reorganized by them for remuner-
ation, andwe recommend that each Grange pay
at least five dollars.

3. That incase dilligent work has been done
by a Lecturer without resulting in organization
of a Grange, he may present an itemized bill of
his actual traveling expenses to the Executive
Committee for their approval and payment or re-
jection.

4. That each Lecturer shall report to the
Master of the State Grange at close of service, or
when required, an itemized bill oftime employ-
ed, legitimate traveling expenses incurred, all
work done, andall money received by him from
Granges before anorder shall issue on Treasurer
to pay him.

5- That the Secretary of State Grange be
authorized to receive from Granges for member-
ship fees not less than fifty cents for each man
and each woman reported by them as new
members.

6, That the Secretary of the State Grange be
requested to inform the Subordinate Granges
that the Executive Committee will recommend
to next session of State Grange that one-half of
the dues for1886, paid by any Grange entitled
to representation shall be appropriated to their
representative if present as part remuneration
for his orher services attending session of State
Grange.

We ask the several Granges tonow prepare
for work. You can easily increase your member-
ship if you will only putforth aneffort. We
especially want each Grange inthe State which
is entitled to representation to send a representa-
tive to the next session of the State Grange,
which will meet next December. We ask dor-
mant Granges toalso send upyour best men or
women to thenext session. And lastly we ask
all individual Patrons who still feel an interest in
the Grange cause tocome, "and whosoever will
Fraternally,

J. VY. JIHFRPHY, Secretary.

may come.

ED. VISITOR:—Buena Vista Grange, Jasper
County, la.,has,during so much of 1886,held two
meetings each month—regular monthly meetings
Tuesday evenings on or before full moon, and
open Grange list Friday ofeach month.

On June 25th, at2 P. M., the Grange assembled
at Bro. J. S. Davis's residence, and notwith-
standing the busy season a goodly number of
Brothers and sisters antl invited guests were
present. This meeting was especially assigned
by the W.L., R.P. Holmes, tothe Sisters to
whom had been assigned subjects for discussions
or essays. Sisters Porter and Livingston, to
whom subjects had been assigned, were not
present. Sister Jennie Davis responded when
called and read an essay on the"Culinary De-
partment of the Home." On motion she was
requested to furnish copy for publication in
GRANGE VISITOR. An excellent supper was
served a 5 o'clock, p. M., andallreturned to
their homes to do chores. M.

MICHIGAN.

| cCANNOT but express my complete gratifica-
tion at the grand way the Patrons in the State
have responded to Children's Day. | feelwe
have made a long step forward in the Order,
and | am sure the good see(}s sown will yield a
bountiful harvest. And now for the Youth's
Column in the VISITOR. What shall we do
about it? Shall we doahything? Is there not
some enterprising soul with a hope that is
mighty for these young people who will step out
and say, "Here am I," and conduct this depart-
ment under the supervision of the Editor? If
work both at hoipe and abroad did not mount
so high we do not know butwe should be t.empt
ed to try ourselves, butduty towork now plan-
ned says no. Come, sisters, will you not lend a
hand? and I am sure there are those that will
follow? MRS. MAYO.

IN THE postal jottings of June 15, Bro. "390"
asks, "lIsthere any need of our public speakeis
making so many gestures with their handsand
arms?" The language of "390" would have
been better if he had left out the word arms, for
no gesture can be made with the hands without
using thearms. But | answer the question most
decidedly in theaffirmative. Any speaker that
will stand like a statue, anddiscourse like a par-
rot, will lull an audience tosleep in twenty min-



