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God Bless t h e F a rm . 
God bless the farm—the dear old farm! 

God bless its every rood! 
Where willing hearts and sturdy arms 

Can earn in honest l ivelihood-
Can, from the course and fertile soil. 
Win back a recompense from toil. 

God bless each meadow, field and nook, 
Begemmed with fairest flowers! 

And every leaf that's gentle shook 
By evening breeze or morning showers— 

God bless them all! each leaf's a gem 
In Nature's goigeous diadem. 

The orchards that in early spring 
Blush rich with fragrant flowers, 

And with each autumn surely bring 
Their wealth of fruit in golden showers, 

Like pomegranate on Aaron's rod, 
A miracle from nature's God. 

And may He bless the farmer's home, 
Where peace and plenty reign; 

No happier spot 'neath heaven's high dome, 
Doth this broad, beauteous earth contain, 

Than where, secure from care and strife, 
The farmer leads his peaceful life. 

Unvexed by toil and tricks for gain, 
He turns the fertile mould; 

Then scatters on the golden grain, 
And reaps reward a hundredfold. 

He dwells where grace and beauty charm, 
For God hath blessed his hope and farm. 

Tile D ra i n i ng . -

Some time since a brother asked 
t h r o u g h t h e V I S I T O R — " D o e s it p a y t o 
tile drain?" I have forgotten his ad 
dress, and, do you know, I can't even 
guess where a Michigan man hails from 
that would ask such a question. There 
are more than four million of tile planted 
annually in this country. Some were 
laid more than twenty-five years ago 
and are now giving splendid satisfaction. 
Land that was formerly so wet that it 
was almost useless has become the best 
land on the farm. Those unsightly 
swales running across your farm, always 
delaying your spring work and bother-
ing about cultivating during a wet time, 
never producing a decent crop of any-
thing but weeds (weeds are decent, for 
the Lord made them to compel man to 
thoroughly drain and cultivate his land). 
I say these swales with judicious til-
ing are the very gardens of your farms. 
You can get on them soon after the 
frost is out of the ground. They dry 
out sooner than the upper land and will 
hold moisture better during a drouth. 
(Isn't that strange?) It will Snake you 
smile to see what crops of wheat, corn, 
grass or any other crop will grow there. 
Manure your upper land and the swales, 
if tiled, will take care of themselves. I 
commenced more than fifteen years ago 
(moved in the woods 18 years this 
spring) and have put in more than thirty 
thousand tile. Some of the outlets were 
very poor but all of my drains are in 
working order. I know what it is to 
farm on wet land, and I know what 
it is to till dry land. If you happen to 
be awakened in the night with a heavy 
rain you can roll over and quietly go to 
sleep, knowing that your men or self 
«an continue cultivating or plowing the 
next day. * If the weather had been pre-
viously quite wet no matter, the more 
rain on well tiled land the better. 

Rain water contains valuable elements 
of plant food. If the water can pass 
through, the soil most of these ingredi-
ents will be retained tor the use of grow-
ing or future crops; warmth will also be 
carried into the soil. If the water is 
obliged to pass over the surface to make 
its escape, no benefit but rather an in-
jury will be the result. Don't be afraid 
to tile, Brother, it will pa> in pocket, it 
will make your stock rejoice, it will 
cause the wrinkle to disappear and bring 
youthful smiles to the face of your com-
panion, your children will also rise up 
and call you blessed., M. T. C O L E . 

Palmyra, Lenawee Co., Mich. 

C O O L I N G FOR C R E A M . — Professor 
Armsby, of the Wisconsin Experiment 
Station, says that the greater the differ-
ence of temperature between milk and 
the surrounding medium, the more rapid 
will be the creaming. In a series of ex-
periments the amount of cream obtained 
ranged from ninety-two to ninety-eight 
per cent of the whole by the well-known 
Cooley system, whil$ the amount of fat 
in the skim milk was reduced from 
seven to two per cent. It was plain 
from the results obtained that when 
milk is promptly set in water containing 
plenty of broken ice, and having a tem-
perature slightly above freezing, as com-
plete a creaming is obtain in eleven or 
twelve hours as is possible by any 
method. 

S to r i ng Hay In Ba rns . 

The old plan of our fathers of storing 
hay in barns that are covered with only 
a single covering of boards, letting the 
snow and rain and the damp air in 
through the cracks at all seasons, has 
been nearly abandoned; for experience 
has taught that neither snow, rain or 
damp air, is beneficial to well cured 
hay; but that to keep it well the larger 
the body of hay together the more com 
pact it will be, and the less the moisture 
and air that penetrates it the better will 
it keep. On some English farms where 
they make stacks of several hundred 
tons each, the hay, except, on the out-
side, keeps better than small quantities 
in an open barn. 

The quality of hay is better in the 
spring of the year taken from a barn that 
has fifty tons in it than from a barn that 
has only one ton in it, because the 
large body protects itself and preserves 
the aroma to a much greater extent 
than it is possible in a barn where only 
a small quantity is stored. . This is 
fact which is not often remembered, if 
known by purchasers. When buyers 
more fully understand the real qualities 
of hay, prices will vary much more than 
they do at present. The value of hay 
may be varied more than five dollars 
on a ton in curing, though the weather 
be good during the process. The 
practice of some of leaving partially 
made hay spread over night is a waste 
ful one, because it exposes half dried 
grass to the dew, which sometimes wets 
it as much as light rain. Hay thus 
made not only loses much of its sweet 
aroma but considerable of its nutriment. 

To cure hay well it should not be 
moistened by either dew or rain, but 
should have the natural ^moisture dried 
out in an atmosphere as dry as possible 
If it was practicable it would be best to 
dry it in the shade just fast enough to 
prevent it from losing its fragrance, but 
as this cannot be done we are driven to 
the necessity of drying it in the open 
air, in the day time, and protecting it 
at night as much us possible by raking 
it in conical heaps before the dew be 
gins to fall. 

T o cut grass at just the right time 
and to cure it in the best manner, like 
almost every other operation on the 
farm, requires good judgment and a 
knowledge that can be obtained only by 
practical experience. 

The average amount of hay grown 
on an acre is only one ton; this is be-
low what it should be and below what 
is most profitable, therefore efforts 
should be made by the farmers to in-
crease the yield; it would be better to 
do this than to increase the area. 
There is no danger of overstocking the 
markit with ha\; the rapid increase of 
horses in cities and large manufactur-
ing towns, calls for such an increased 
quantity of hay that prices must rule 
high as long as the increase con-
tinues. The prices on articles so bul-
ky as hay cannot be brought very low 
by competition from abroad, because of 
the high cost of freight.—Massachusetts 
Plowman. 

Cond i t i on Powders . * 

As certain kinds of patent medicines 
are prepared by wholesale and adver-
tised to cure a great variety of diseases, 
so condition powders for horses are 
supposed to bring them from a poor 
to a healthy condition, whatever the 
cause of the ailment may be. It is clear 
that the remedy must be chosen with 
due regard to the disease to. be cured, 
and if a compound includes some in-
gredients suited to each separate trou-
ble, it must contain some that will ag-
gravate the difficulty in any particular 
case. 

It is stated, also, that many of the 
condition powders aré made from poor 
drugs, which have befcn kept in stock 
until unfit for use. However this may 
be, my own attention has been directed 
to two prominent articles, well known 
to druggists, which* have been largeiy 
sophisticated for the express purpose of 
compounding horse medicines. The 
facts are stated below. 

B L A C K A N T I M O N Y . 

This name is given to á compound of 
antimony and sulphur (the common ore 
of antimony) in a powdered form. It 
usually contains a small amount of ar-
senic, which is caréfully removéd in the 
preparation of antimony compounds for 
human use. The black antimony often 
gives poor horses a sleek and fat ap-
pearance; the same re.sult may be 
quickly secured by still smaller doses of 

arsenic; but both substances are poison-
ous, and there is no actual or perma-
nent improvement to warrant the indis-
criminate use of such powerful drugs. 
The condition attained is too apt to be 
unnatural, deceiving and transitory. 
This use of black antimony, however, 
led to the demand for something just as 
black at less cost, and the Pennsylvania 
coal fields were equal to the emergen-
cy. In fact, ground anthracite coal has 
a deep jet-like luster, exceeding the 
drug which it was desired to imitate, 
and marble dust was added to tone the 
color to a very .dark grey. Nine sam-
ples of "black antimony" were pur-
chased from druggists in various cities 
of Indiana,Ohio, Michigan and Illinois, 
which all proved to be utterly destitute 
of the substance claimed, while six 
samples from the cities of New York, 
Boston and Philadelphia, were genuine. 
It is probable that adulterated drugs 
were offered fo1; sale,and used in larger 
and larger qual i t ies until it was found 
that the substitute would sell just as 
well. One dealer defended his sales of 
coal dust on the ground that genuine an 
timony "would kill all the horses in the 
country." I leave it to those who love 
their beasts to detifrmine whether they 
desire to feed them upon coal dust. 

S A L T P E T E R . 
Nitrate of potassium, or genuine salt-

peter, has its uses in veterinary prac-
tice, but such quantities of horse medi-
cines are put upon the market to meet 
so many different troubles that cheaper 
articles have been sought as substitutes. 
Of the substance sold under the name 
of saltpeter, and examined in the 
School of Pharmacy of Pirdue Univer-
sity,one proved to be nitrate of sodium, 
or "Chili saltpeter," a seqond was rock 
salt, and a third was a mixture of both 
in the proportion of one part to three. 
It has been asserted that chalk is also 
used as an adulterant, but this has not 
come under my own observation. 

C O N C L U S I O N S . 
The fact that the articles described 

above are extensively sold in this State 
shows that there is a wide demand for 
spurious goods. If purchasers are eager 
to buy a humbug, some one will be 
ready to sell; but if intelligent care were 
used, our domestic animals might be 
saved many an in digestible and irritat-
ing dose.—Chemical Department Par-
due University. 

ITI S a matter of surprise to us that so 
many1 farmers should be contented to 
have so few tools with which to work, 
and know so little of their use. Occa-
sionally one does find a farmer who 
possesses a good chest of tools and a 
well arranged workshop, how much of-
tener does he find one whose kit of 
tools consists only of a dull handsaw, a 
hammer, and few rusty nails. There 
are several reasons for this: very often 
the farmer forgets to buy some useful 
tool, when he is in town; sometimes he 
thinks that because he is a farmer he 
need not have any knowledge of me-
chanics; sometimes he has not the me-
chanical .knowledge necessary to use 
the tools, and very often he thinks that 
the money spent for them will be al-
most thrown away. Of all these rea-
sons, the last one has the least weight 
with us; on the,contrary, we believe 
that no farmer can afford to do with-
out either the tools or the knowledge 
of how to use them. 

As the farmei's kit of tools will be 
principally used for repairing, it is on-
ly necessary to include a few of the 
simpler tools the carpenter uses. A 
saw, jackplane and a smoothing plane, 
a hammer,several boxes of differentsized 
nails, one or two chisels, a couple of 
coils of wire (small and large), a bit 
stock and three or four bits, a paper of 
tacks, a file, a screw driver and a few 
screws, will form an outfit with which 
any person o,f ordinary mechanical skill 
can do much in repairing machinery. 

BUT few people have an adequate 
idea of the magnitude of the poultry 
business in the United States. One 
would hardly think that the annual egg 
product was of greater value than the 
annual wool clip; but if census reports 
are correct, such is the case. The wool 
clip is estimated at $64,000,000, and the 
egg product at $100,000,000. The 
value of the anual product of silver is 
J545,000,000. The entire anual produc-
tion of pig iron in this country is esti-
mated at less than $j 5,000,000. In view 
of these facts some one has suggested 
that it would be highly proper to ask 
congress to legislate in favor of the do-
mestic hen industry. 

O l e o m a r g a r i n e In C o n n e c t i c u t . 

At the late session of the Legislature 
of this State an act was passed requir-
ing, under a penalty of $100, and in de-
fault imprisonment, that the seller of 
any imitation of butter shall maintain 
in plain sight near his main outer en-
trance a sign, bearing the name of the 
imitation article and the words, "sold 
here" in black Roman letters not less 
than half an inch wide and four inches 
long on a white ground. In the case of 
bakers who use imitation articles the 
word "used" is to be substituted for the 
word "sold." The same applies to ho-
tels and boarding houses or restaurants. 
If any boarding house keeper knowing-
ly violates the law relating to the use of 
imitation butter, he shall, for the first 
offense, be fined $25, and in default of 
payment imprisonment for thirty days, 
being doubled for each subsequent of-
fense; and evidence of a violation of 
the act shall be prima facie evidence 
of willful violation. 

Under the act Gov. Harrison appoint-
ed Hon. James B. Tatem, Dairy Com-
missioner, and he has ¿ntered upon the 
duties of his appointment with such an 
apparent determination as will be very 
likely to drive oleomargarine and other 
similar oleo products from the market. 

Mr. Tatem, an old deputy sheriff, is 
not likely to be frightened out of per-
forming his duty. 

This act takes hold of the matter in 
the right way. It does not propose to 
prohibit the sale or use of oleomarga-
rine, butterine, sueine, or any other of 
the compounds that are manufactured; 
neither does it propose to interfere in 
any way with the manufacture of these 
articles, but it does propose to compel 
those who sell the ba^us article, or 
those who attempt to use it at boarding 
houses, restaurants, etc., to put up 
their signs so that the public shall not 
be deceived. This places the matter 
just as it should be placed, and then 
those, who, as they profess, have a de-
sire to use oleomargarine instead of but-
ter, can do so,but it does away with the 
deception that is practiced of selling 
the oleo article as good creamery butter. 

W M . H . Y E O M A N S . 

Columbus, Conn. 

Feed i ng L a m b s . 

Feed a little grain daily, commencing 
as soon as the lambs are separated from 
the ewes, when raised; and as soon as 
brought home when purchased. No 
matter how early this may be, or how 
go d the pasture, a little extra feed in 
the shape of corn, oil meal, and bran 
will keep up a growth and thrift, that, 
with the increase in fleece produced, 
will pay well for all the food consumed. 
The practice will at the same time ac-
custom the lambs to the presence of the 
feeder, making them tame, and at the 
same time it will get them used to the 
dry food so they will not so much mind 
the change when taken from the pasture 
to the barns. For convenience in feed-
ing, troughs should be provided; they 
can be made of boards of any conven-
ient length and 8 inches wide, nailed 
together^ and to V-shaped end pieces. -
They are to be supported on legs made 
of 1 Yi -inch planks 10 inches wide and 
16 inches long, having notches cut in 
the upper edge into which the troughs 
are to be nailed. A trough 16 feet long, 
if placed where tl̂ e lambs cat} eat from 
either side, will afford room for feeding 
25. A good food is made by mixing 
two parts of corn, one part of oil meal, 
and four parts of bran, by measure; one 
bushel of this to 100 lambs is a fair 
ration while at grass. They should be 
fed but once a day, and the best time is 
just at night, or after a day's run in the 
pasture; but whatever time is selected 
as "feeding time," it should not be 
changed, but should remain the same, 
day after day; otherwise, not knowing 
when to expect their food, they will be 
constantly watching, instead of grazing 
as they should.—Rural New Yorker. 

B E R R I E N C O U N T Y , M I C H . 
M R E D I T O R — W e have used the In-

gersoll Rubber Paints, manufactured by 
the Patrons' Paint Works, and are 
highly pleased with them. Quite a 
number of persons have examined the 
the Paint, after being applied, and all 
seem well pleased with the appearance 
of the Paint. 

Fraternally, J O H N C L A R K . 
[See adverti&ment of Patrons Paint 

W o r k s . — E D . 

WE want Jottings for July 15th. 
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lortttnfrtire. 

Flowers. 
One feature to love, in these homes of ours, 
Should be a profusion of beautiful flowers. ' -

"There's a legend of old that where angels llave 
trod, 

And their light-tripping footsteps have pressed 
the bright soa, 

There the flowers spring up as the jewels of 
God. 

There was never a gem from famed Golconda's 
mine 

That could rival their wonderful tracery, fine,' 
Or, ever so brilliant, their luster outshine. 
They will give us sweet Counsel for sunniest 

hours, 
Or soothe and console us if ever storm lowers— 
The beautiful, delicate, many-hued flowers. 

was that the yield of the rows which ' humanity that 
were left alone was considerably larger ! spend; money 

A New Use For Pyre thrum. 
The character and use of pyrethrum, 

though pretty well understood by our 
intelligent horticulturists, is not, I be-
lieve, as well known and appreciated as 
its merits deserve. 

The powder sold under the several 
names, pyrethrum, buhoch, Persian in-

•sect powder, and Dalmatian insect pow-
der, is simply the pulverized flowers and 
stems of two or three plants belonging 
to the genus Pyrethrum. The powder 
from any of the species, P. roseum, P. 
corneum, or P. cineraria-folium, is valu-
able, though that from the last named 
has been said by some to be the best. 
These plants are natives of Persia in 
Asia, and Dalmatia in Europe, hence 
the names Persian and Dalmatian pow-
der. Now they are grown extensively 
in California, where the name Buhoch 
has been chosen as a sort of trade 
mark. 

This powder, which has been proved 
to be an excellent insecticide, is non-
poisonous to vertebrate animals, even 
though eaten; while to many insects it 
is very destructive, though it paralyzes 
or kills them simply by contact, and 
not by being taken as food. The active 
principle seems volatile, and so, old 
powder, especially when not kept close-
ly confined in air-tight vessels, is apt to 
be partially or wholly worthless. 

Pyrethrum seems to be most effective 
to destroy the higher insects. Thus 
most hymenoptera (bees, wasps, ants, 
sow-flies, etc.), diptera (two-winged 
flies) and many coleoptera (beetles), 
and some hemiptera (bugs), especially 
the plant and parasitic lice, are very 
susceptible to this insecticide. I have 
found that some beetles and many bugs 
are little affected by the use of this pow-
der. 

Pyrethrum may be applied by mixing 
with water, or as a powder. In the lat-
ter case it still remains effective when 
considerably diluted with flour—a fact 
not neglected by unprincipled vendors. 
The liquid mixture—a tablespoonful to 
two gallons of water—may be sprayed 
on to plants, or in stables and poultry 
houses, or may be rubbed directly on 
to animals being pestered by lice or 
flies. The powder may be dusted on 
to animals and plants by use of a bel 
lows. In the same way it may be used 
in rooms to kill flies and mosquitoes, or, 
if preferred, as the dust is obnoxious to 
the neat housewife, it may be placed on 
papers in parts of the room. 

Of late it has been found to be a mer-
ciful provision to rid our domestic ani-
mals of flies which are often so very an-
noying.- This use not only affords great 
relief to the horses, but often nearly as 

•much to the person who has to drive 
them. To use this insecticide for such 
purpose, put a small teaspoonful into a 
pint bottle of warm water, keep it tight-
ly corked, and every two or three hours, 
as the case requires, sponge the horses 
off thoroughly on the legs, under the 
lower jaw, about the loins, and along 
the sides. 

The great difficulty in the use of pyre-
thrum comes from the fact of its fre -
quent adulteration, and worthless char-
acter, possibly from being long kept in 
open boxes, or simply wrapped in paper. 
This objection, however, is not without 
easy remedy. 

In the first pla'ce, if we purchase bu-
hoch, especially if we procure direct 
from G. N. Milco, Stockton, California, 
we shall be quite likely to secure a pure 
and fresh article, as he grows it exten-
sively, and can hardly afford to send 
out ai] inferior article, even though he 
was minded to do so.* It is easy to give 
our druggists his address, and to tell 
them of the nature of this article, so 
that they will keep it in air-tight ves-
sels. 

Another safeguard may be practiced 
as follows: Purchase a little, and try it 
in a room with house flies. If it kills 
thoroughly, then we know it is good; if 
not, it should be rejected, and a better 
article secured. Prof. . W. W. Tracy 
says he has procured invariably good 
powder in Detroit, though he has pur-
chased often, and of many different per-
sons. This would indicate that with a 
little care a good article could be pro-
cured.—Prof. A. f . Cook, Agricultural 
College, in Michigan Horticulturist. 

than the yield of the doctored vines. 
"Bore a hole in a stump, fill with salt-1 

petre, pour ih-water, plug up the hole, 
and allow the inflammable substance to j 
penetrate the pores of the wood in all : 
parts of the stump. Then in a couple1 

of months take out the plug, put in coal 
oil, touch a lighted match to it and the 
stuinp will burn completely up." 

This is the way the receipt read about 
four years ago, and I tried it with sever-
al individual stumps of different species 
of treés, and when the oil was burned 
up the fire stopped. Only the other day 
I saw this same old receipt floating down 
the current of time on the "patent out-
side" of a country paper. 

I applied coal oil to squash vines to 
keep away the borer, but he came nu-
merously and destructively. I sprinkled 
lime, ashes and soot upon the vines to 
make them uncomfortable for the striped 
bug and his larger and unfragrant friend, 
the stink bug. But the insects mocked 
my remedies to scorn. And then I 
planted castor oil beans as a discourage-
ment to moles, but the cathartic princi-
ple of the plant WBS not sufficiently ac-
tive to move them from the bowels of 
my garden and truck patch. 

Of course I have planted the new ap-
ples and grapes and strawberries that 
are praised so lustily and found them 
not so good as many of the older ones. 
I drew the line, however, at the remedies 
for swine plague and hen cholera and 
other animal ailments that I see repeated 
every week somewhere. My neighbor 
has more faith than I and, therefore, he 
has dosed his hogs with arsenic and 
killed them a li!tle deader than the chol-
era 'could have done. 

Now these failures are reported ( i ) to 
warn readers not to believe all they see 
in the papers, and (2) more particulaily 
to suggest that agricultural papers ought 
to be more careful what they recommend. 
Many of us farmers have no great 
breadth of education. We are eager to 
learn and we believe what is told us by 
those who should be authorities. It des-
troys our reverence for science when we 
find that our papers can not be trusted. 
—Donald, in Philadelphia Press. 

-gf: 
was , wont , to earn and 
there" is gone. Where 

fifty men labored before the road was 

made this world without beautifying it 
with flowers; but undoubtedly it would 
have been a much less happy and en-

built, an engineer, a fireman, a conduc- joyable world than it is. That He who 

C O M M O N land plaster is a sure protec-
tion to melon and cucumber plants, if 
sprinkled on while the dew is on them, 
and if put on as fast as needed. We 
find finely sifted coal ashes mixed with 
plaster—half of each—just as good as 
pure plaster. Lime should not be used, 
as it kills the plants. Boxes 12 to 15 
inches square, open top and bottom, 
and 8 to 10 inches high,are an excellent 
protection against insects, as well as 
cold spells of weather. 

I n ' t he Northwest . 
I X . 

S o m e Fai lures. 

I once read in a reputable agricultural 
paper that mixing a small quantity of 
sawdust in the hill with potatoes at the 
time of planting would help the crop. 
I knew there was little manunal value in 
sawdust, and I could not see why the 
application should do good, but I made 
a careful trial with two different varieties, 
giving the same care and conditions as 
nearly as I could to the rows with saw-
dust and the rows without. The result 

Dayton is a beautiful village of some 
2,000 people situated in the heart of the 
great grain region of eastern Washing-
ton. It has churches, schools, newspa-
pers, banks, etc., and till this spring en-
joyed the distinction of being the ter-
minus of the O. R. & N. R. R. That 
road is now, February, '86, built on to 
Pomeroy. The building of this road 
contrasts strongly with that of dthers. 
The country through which it is passing 
has long been settled by the hardy pio-
neers, who have so developed its re-
sources that capital sees a good invest-
ment in building a road to carry off their 
products and bring the productions of 
other climes to their doors. No land 
grants are needed, no subsidy required, 
no government aid solicited. The busi-
ness of the country has reached that 
point that a railroad is needed to facili-
tate it, and the railroad comes. Al-
ready three separate movements are on 
foot to build roads to Lewiston, and on 
to the prairies of the Clearwater—a fit-
ting rebuke to the old argument that the. 
road must first be constructed at great 
expense and operated for years at a loss 
in order to build up the country. To 
be sure the first settlers have a hard 
time of it till the road comes; yet in a 
community where all are conditioned 
alike there is a mutual sympathy and 
sprightliness that dulls the pain of pov-
erty and leads one to overlook the dis-
advantages under which he lives. It is 
only when one is educated by experi-
ence to the benefits of the good things 
of modern' inventions that he keenly 
feels their absence. And really the 
benefits derived from the construction 
of railroads in the west may be consid-
ered of a doubtful nature. Thus when 
the freight for all this region came over-
land by bone and muscle, bone and 
muscle was paid for it. Wages were 
good; everyone could readily find some-
thing to do. Now iron and steel do the 
work, and iron and steel is paid for it, 
leaving bone and muscle to starve or 
"tramp." 

The city of Ogden, Utah, is a good 
illustration. Before the C. P. was built 
to it men got good wages; everybody 
was busy; money was plenty; mer-
chants got good profits, and trade was 
brisk. Great freight trains, hauled by 
flesh and blood that had to be fed, 
clothed and sheltered, gave employment 
to all. Now the screech of the locomo-
tive takes the place of the crack of the 
driVer's'whip; prices have fallen to the 
eastern standard; merchants ruined be-
cause trade has left; and the mass of 

tor-and two brakemen are afl that are 
now found. But this state of affairs is 
not confined to this one industry. The 
seUne change is noticeable in every 
branch of labor. Fifty people in a 
New England factory take the place of 
five hundred shoemakers in various 
parts of the country. One man on a 
Dakota ranch produces as much grain 
as did fifty men in Michigan twenty 
years ago. What will the idle flesh and 
blood do when cold iron and steel op-
erated by a few brains does all the work 
of the country? 

But let us not digress. The solution 
of such problems depends updn our 
power to adapt ourselves to circumstan-
ces. Let us continue our journey, for 
we are now bound for that country far-
famed for its scenic wonders—-the val-
ley of the Columbia. We reach Walla 
Walla in the night, a bright moonlight 
night, and stay only a short time. Here 
is located a military post. The town is 
one of the oldest in the region and has 
a population of 3500; It supports a 
daily paper and has all the exponents of 
a modern American city. Westward 
again. The bright moon enables us to 
note that the country is thoroughly set-
tled, good farm houses and outbuild-
ings, with the fields separated by board, 
rail and hedge fences. 

Wallula is the point of junction with 
the Northern Pacific. Here we turn 
southwestward and rouse up only at 
Umatilla to catch a glimpse of the 
great, silent Columbia, here seeming 
over a mile wide. 

Daylight finds us at The Dalles. 
What a peculiar place it is! Above 
here the river is a mile wide and twenty 
feet deep; here it seems to be twenty 
feet wide and a mile deep, literally turn-
ing on its side to cut its way through 
the Cascade range of mountains. Great 
masses of lava rock are strewn about in 
every conceivable shape, leading one's 
mind back to the time when Nature was 
sporting with mountains and rivers and 
seas, leaving this narrow canyon be-
tween giant hills through which the 
great river rushes madly on its way to 
the sea. As we start again down the 
river we are fully alive to the grandeur 
of the scene» The track is on solid 
rock, the vertical walls of the mountain 
side extending high above us. Anon a 
gulch is crossed through which flow» a 
mountain brook. There! what is that? 
A white oak, quercus alba, I declare; 
the first one seen since leaving the Great 
Lakes! But not that giant trunk and 
beautiful symmetry of outline attained 
by your Michigan trees. The sight of 
it carries me back to the beautiful woods 
on the home farm, and I am led to pic-
ture the grand old black and white oaks 
and the stately hickories of my boyhood 
days, and through their trembling leaves 
I catch the silvery sheen of the placid 
litrte lake beyond. The memories 
awakened by this insignificant apple-
tree-like oak drown the noise of the 
rushing train and cast miles of this 
mountain scenery into oblivion. We 
are roused by an announcement of "Mt. 
Adams in sight!" Where? Away off 
there to the right, across the river, over 
the tops of the lesser tree-covered 
mountains we see the hoary head of the 
giant glistening in the genial September 
sun, its form seeming to indicate that it 
is stooping under the weight of years 
and the snow .and ice they have placed 
upon it. 

We pass the Cascades—the falls of 
the Columbia—where the river rushes 
pell mell down the mountain, side over, 
around and among the huge boulders, 
defying the strongest boat and the most 
adventurous captain. These two places 
—The Dalles and Cascades—are the 
only obstructions to navigation from the 
sea to the very heart of the ''inland em-
pire." The Government has begun 
work on locks at the Cascades, but if no 
more speed is made in the future than 
in the past, generations will pass away 
before anything practical will be accom 

plished. It should seem that such •, 
great river #as this, with the depending 
population numbering a quarter of a 
million might receive the Congressional 
attention bestowed on some Big Sandy 
creek down in little West Virginia. As 
it is, the people of a country as large as 
a half dozen West Virginias are left to 
the mercy of a heartless railroad corpo-
ration for ingress and egress to the sea, 
alongside a waterway second only to the 
Mississippi. 

Clouds arise and we fail to see Mt. 
Hood on the south; but a stop of fifteen 
minutes at Multnomah Falls amply re-
pays us. A brook comes babbling among 
the fir trees on its way to the Columbia 
and just before reaching its destination 
leaps a distance of 800 feet. There are 
two falls in fact, the •first falling nearly 
to the bottom, then flowing a few feet 
and plunging down the remaining dis-
tance. The first fall is so great the 
whole body of water becomes spray be-
it reaches the Tocks below. A rustic 
bridge spans the chasm directly over 
the lower fall. Near here every winter 
snow slides and land slides barricade 
the track for weeks at a time. 

On again and we soon arrive at the 
metropolis of the northwest—Portland. 

From My Diary . 

- T H E D E S P I S E D A D J E C T I Y E . 

The Creator undoubtedly might have 

made this world was no despiser of or 
nament and beauty,His works attest. But 
as regards man's work beauty and orna-
ment have.their use an^busej ike many 
other things that he has to do with. 

The editor says, '-We've no space lor 
ornament; write your article, then con-
dense it to one half the space, then go 
over it again, till you have reduced-it to 
the meré pith of your subject."' "Write 
your article," says the literary critic, 
"then in going over it for correction 
draw your pen through all the adjec-
tives. It is a good rule on the whole; 
if the question lay between adjectives 
and no adjectives, unquestionably we 
should vote for none." Yes, and we 
would add,would not this retrenchment 
improve the style of many of our writ-
ers, and would not the average -school-
girl be just as well off without the ad-
jective? Did not Homer write the 
grandest poetry of any age without ad-
jectives? Did not Caesar put his Gallic 
wars into imperishable history without 
them, and has not Grant, who in more 
than this regard is like Caesar, put his 
personal memoirs into the best of histo-
ry without adjectives? Indeed, says the 
despiser of all ornament in writing, the 
best bits of description in these days 
rarely depend on a mere adjective. 
Would any modern poet be satisfied by 
simply saying ofa place, as Homer did, 
that "around grew poplars?" No; the 
modern poet would spend hours in find-
ing appropriate adjectives to describe 
the poplars. He, like the modern writer, 
says our critic, does not study his sub-
ject so much, as how to present and de-
scribe it, trying, like the man in Aris-
tophanes, to think of something ingen-
ious to say about smoke. Now this line 
of criticism, so far as it relates to re-
dundancy of words and all that in writ-
ing, is useful and may do much good. 
But it is usually the " 'prentice hand" 
with the pen, that clouds the meaning 
of the sentence with adjectives. When 
we have such a master of English as 
Corbett the adjective finds its right 
place. A brush and a pot of paint do 
not make a painter. One must know 
how to lay it on. Neither does a dic-
tionary"with pen, ink and paper make a 
writer; one must know how to write 
English correctly.' Cobbett's verbal re-
pertory was rich in adjectives. "Never 
was there such a wealth of invective at 
the command of man as was owned by 
him. Out of the innermost recesses of 
the English language he drew epithets 
and utterances that had slept for centu-
ries." And his epithets, unerring as 
Teucro's arrows, went straight to the 
mark. Then what transcendent non-
sense is the advice of the literary crit-
ic to draw your pen through all the ad-
jectives. Why, Cobbett made it the 
most effectual word in the Eu. lish lan-
guage. It was a "javelin of rhetoric in 
his hands,a most fearful weapon turned 
against the Prince Regent and the min-
isters and all the opposition leaders in 
Parliament." We instance Cobbett be-
cause as a writer of pure English he 
stands almost unrivalled. Strike out his 
adjectives and you destroy hundreds of 
passages in his writings that might be 
quoted as masterpieces of diction. It 
is true that a love of the adjective is a 
kind of literary will-o-the-wisp that 
leads the-young writer, and sometimes 
the older one, into extravagant displays 
of their descriptive powers. But are 
we to put the adjective under ban be-
cause the use of -it is abused* by some 
writers? They are a necessary part of 
things. There are adjectives that stick 
to things and seem like qualities. They 
are to the writer what color is to a Ru-
bens. If one's object in writing is mere-
ly for display—-"to drive a substantive 
and six"—that trick of rhetoric will 
soon expose itself. It is the ambitious 
rhetarician that is usually governed by 
a desire for fine writing. But when a 
Macaulay makes rhetoric subservient to 
truth we have words fitly chosen which 
are like apples of gold in pictures of 
silver. We have compared words to 
color. A writer is a painter with words. 
Hence a Macaulay, like a literary 
Claude Lorraine or Rubens,knows how 
to lay on the verbal coloring. A man 
who has the greatest command of 
words may not be the best writer, but 
he who best understands words and how 
to fitly arrange them into sentences, is 
he who succeeds best with the pen 
Dickens was so charmed with one of 
his literary staff that he asked him one 
day how he had acquired so admirable 
a manner. "The fact is, Mr. Dickens," 
the contributor replied, "there are 
great many word$ I do not understand, 
a great matíy I can not spell, so that I 
am forced to use a simple set of words." 
This was the secret of his success—sim-
ple words' fitly arranged into sentences. 

But in reading some of Our popular 
writers, one feels like drawing his pen 
not only through the adjectives, but 
through whole phrases and passages of 
their productions. In a leading sen-
tence of one of our well-known maga-
zine writers I lately counted one hun-
dred and sixteen yords. I tried several 
times to read through this interminable 
sentence, but lost its meaning every 
time before I got halfway through. The 
noun not only lost its verb, but adver-
bial phrases seeiped strayed or lost from 
any verbal connection, thus clouding 
the writer's meaning, till you felt as if 
you were groping your way through a 
mental fog. V. B. 

Banne r Moun ta in . 

This morning I started out to visit 
old Banner Mountain about five miles 
east ©f this city-!rca,in^ -winding through 
woods and over mountain ^rivulets and 
np on the -motrntaii .side road till I 
reached the foot of Old Banner where 
it seemed.to assume a desperite identity. 
Here I crossed quite a stream that was 
dashing its way down among the rocks, 
and I at once commenced the steeper 
ascent for the top far out of sight by 
reason of small trees on ks side. Did 
not find it very fatiguing; and now here 
I am at the top of Old Banner. 

My writing table is an old rock—the 
highest peak—shaded by an old scraggy 
oak. 'Tis here I scribble this to you. 

Old Banner Mountain top is up about 
four thousand feet above the ocean. 
My view reaches out in various direc-
tions from twenty to forty miles over 
mountain tops and into valleys, deep 
and ragged; whtie far off to the east' a 
more lofty range of the Sierra lifts its 
snowy peaks far up amid the clouds. 

This is truly a mountainous section; 
mountain succeeds mountain just a lit-
tle lower than where I stand reaching 
away for twenty miles or more to the 
more elevated ranges. 

It must have been a rather exciting 
rime when old Nature fired up her 
chemical laboratory and lifted up this 
Sierra range of mountains. I wish you 
were here beside me to gaze on this 
scene, for it is useless to attempt to 
describe its beauty and grandeur as now 
spread out before me, while arched over-
head is the brightest of clear blue skies. 
The melting snow of these mountains 
furnishes soft, pure water for many a 
sparkling stream that goes dancing down 
the rocky glens. In many places where 
they had tunneled the mountain side for 
mineral came forth a cool streamlet 
very refreshing to imbibe and linger by, 
as the thermometer stands 88° in the 
shade. 

Many places are in view where min-
ing is carried on, and where millions of 
gold have been taken out and yet more 
millions still remain. One mine and 
mill just below on the side of this 
mountain has done extensive work in 
extracting the precious mental. 

Water is a necessity in all mining op-
erations here. I can but imperfectly 
describe to you the manner by which 
this is obtained. The mountain streams 
are taken out far up and conveyed by 
ditches on the side of the mountains, 
and by flumes from one mountain side 
to another, over deep gullies—in this 
manner for miles, sometimes fifty or 
more. The water is taken out by side 
ditches or iron pipes as needed on the 
way for irrigating or mining purposes. 

But I must take one more look from 
this old granite rock and then hasten 
my steps to the city below, for friends 
are awaiting my return who had not the 
pluck and muscle to bear me company 
here. And now while I take a last look 
far over eastward I fancy I see a cyclone 
marshalling its fury on the fair plains of 
Iowa. 

But here I go to the realms far below, 
and as I linger by the rollicking stream 
gather flowers of beauty rare. 

E M M O N S B U E L L . 
Nevada City, Cal., June 9, '86. 

Impa t i ence . 
The American people are character-

ized by nothing more striking than a 
spirit of impatience. Every thing is 
sought to be accomplished with a rush 
of enthusiasm. No horse is fast enough 
and no price scarcely too great for the 
fastest. We want fast steamboats and 
fast trains and the lightning is almost 
too slow to bring us the new;s. And what 
is true in this respect is true in every 
department of life. No delay is scarce-
ly tolerable and were it not for their in-
genuity and skill, this spirit would be 
disastrous in the extreme. But a kind 
Providence seems to have tempered one 
with the other, so that when the moun-
tain is reached if it cannot be scaled a 
path is sought around it, and if this is 
not practicable, skill bores through it 
arid every obstruction gives way until 
the end is reached. But unhappily for 
this spirit there are conditions in the 
events of life where long perseverance 
and enduring patience are requisite to 
success. And right here thousands of 
good worktrs otherwise, in a good 
cause break down and utterly fail. They 
become petulant and gall and chafe, 
and then comes faultfinding, crimina-
tion and re-crimination, and not un-
frequently a finally going over com-
pletely to the enemy. There is hardly 
any reformatory measure before the 
people to-day but would long ago have* 
been carried, had those who enthusias-
tically embraced it been steadfast from 
the beginning. It was this spirit ef pa-
tience and indomitable perseverance 
in our illustrious hero that brought us 
safely through our conflict. Others 
flashed up with greater brilliancy for a 
time, but soon went out iti comparative 
obscurity. 

We have reached a point in our so-
cial and political condition that requires 
the greatest care and patience, and if 
these are not exercised a state of an-
archy is upon us that is hardly paralleled 
in history. 

The grievances of the working class 
are great and demand redress and to 
this end organization is an imperative 
necessity; but so far the work of a 
peaceful solution is only begun. 

The source of our. grievances should 
be clearly defined and diligently placed 
before the people and the necessity of 


