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Roadmaking. 
Not only^is it desirable but profitable 

that we have good roads. The average 
farmer is the most benefitted, while, 
judging from the way he pays his high-
way tax, he is the least desirous of hav-
ing them good. 

A constant mistake in improving our 
roads is in the time apportioned, the 
means employed, and our usage of not 
making but of working dur roads. The 
first Tuesday after the third Monday in 
May is as soon as the road warrants can 
be placed in the hands of the Overseers. 
They, at as early time as possible, as it 
is a season of the year that work on the 
farm is pressing, notify all liable to pay 
highway tax to appear at an appointed 
time and place, with teams and tools for 
doing the work. The Overseer is usu-
ally a man having little knowledge of 
how a road should be constructed, and 
incompetent to take charge of'so im-
portant a work. All work according to 
their own peculiar way, all most desir-
ous of making their time and tools count 
as much as possible on their tax as the 
farm has a pressing demand on their 
time and attention. More work is un-
dertaken than is finished, and at the close 
of the day a credit is demanded for the 
amount paid at the rate of one dollar 
per day for man, team, wagon, plow, 
and scraper. Some have paid in full, 
some in part, not enough yet due to 
break another day to finish, a release is 
granted with instructions to work the 
balance yet due when and where each 
in his own judgment thinks best. So all 
return to their farms, waiting and watch-
ing for that favorable opportunity to fin-
ish the work. It is often the case the 
balance yet due if paid at all proves of 
small amount. 

Another Overseer notifies those liable 
to pay a highway tax iji his district of 
the amount assessed against them, and 
tells some of them to work where they 
have a personal interest, feeling that the 
greatest good may be accomplished by 
this course, while he directs in the 
work of others in another part of his 
district; as in the other case, some pay 
in full, others in part and the balance 
yet due remains until the time the Com-
missioner calls on the Overseer for his 
amount. Other districts, (very few) 
however, take the same interest in the 
road they do in their farms. 

At another election a change of Over-
seer is made, and having notions of his 
own the new man pulls down what the 
other has built up, and so we pass along 
from year to year with unsatisfied re-
sults, when in reality but one method 
should be adopted in the construction 
of roads in Kalamazoo County, for the 
soil, as a rule, while preserved in a dry 
state will support any weight of traffic, 
and in order to do this it becomes nec-
essary to raise- it above the level of the 
adjacent ground. Care should be taken 
to give a breadth to'the traveled surface 
and so rounded up that the water fall will 
seek the drain. On the brow of a hill 
bars should be formed to divert the wa-
ter to the ditch instead of allowing it to 
follow a wagon rut and wash all loose 
dirt and sand to the bottom of the hill. 
But no good results can be obtained 
without means. The question arises, 
what means shall we employ to accom-
plish this end. 

First, at our next town meeting deter-
mine that the highway tax shall be as-
sessed on a money basis and paid in 
money instead of in labor, and let the 
money be expended where most needed 
in town. It is often the case that in 
districts where there is the most wealth 
the least work is needed. Some may 
object to this plan for the reason that 
they would have to pay the tax in money 
instead of labor.. Then I would say 
lessen the amount of tax to such a rate 
as will induce the taxpayer to work on 
his farm and pay his tax in money. 
And let the work be done under the 
direction of a Commissioner, and use 
such implements as are best adapted to 
the work. We have machines for grad-
ing and turnpiking our roads as much 
preferable to the ones we are now using 
as the binder is preferable to the cradle 
and binding by hand. 

Work on the road should be com-
menced in the spring of the year as soon 
as the ground is sufficiently dry to plow 
for spring crops, before our roads get 
dry and hard. Use at such a time a 
road machine that will plane off knobs 
and ridges and fill up ruts and holes. In 
repairing stony roads the stones are 

separated from the soil and brought to 
center of the road and on a line of it. 
Then they should be picked up and 
thrown away instead of being thrown on 
the bank or in the ditch to be brought 
back at the next time of scraping the 
road. For repairing hilly roads the new 
Victor reversible machine is preferable 
to all others. By turning the cutter-bar 
directly across the road you can move 
the dirt from the hill into the hollow, 
and do most of the work going down 
hill. In working on a side hill you can 
work both ways, taking the dirt all from 
one side of the road leaving it smooth 
and hard. Two men and four horses 
will do four times the work done in our 
accustomed way of doing road work. 

We have pursued a plan admitted on 
all hands to be a very poor one for 
many years, and it must be about time 
that a better one was adopted. 

Oleomargarine. 
The failure to stop the sale of oleo-

margarine does not proceed from any 
fault in the laws, but from the indiffer-
ence or sanction of the people. The 
only executive of municipal laws under 
our form of government is public opin-
ion. If the people sanction a law and 
are thoroughly convinced of the need 
of it, they will enforce it; otherwise, it 
will be dead upon the statute book. We 
see this illustrated almost every day. 
Where public opinion is strongly in fa-
vor of a strong prohibition law, it is en-
forced; where public opinion is against 
it it is not enforced. So with other laws. 
The people are the government and 
have a more direct power in enforcing 
than in making laws. If public opinion 
were strongly in favor of the oleomar-
garine laws, those laws Would be en-
forced. But the farmers, to begin with, 
exhibit no interest in the matter. They 
are sure of the butter they eat, for they 
make it themselves; and they fail to see 
that .. oleomargarine diminishes the 
amount realized for their surplhs butter. 
The dairymen are too weak in numbers 
to enforce the law themselves; they 
must have the support of farmers, and 
this they have not. The wise course to 
pursue is not to clamor for more string-
ent laws, but to awaken the farmers to 
the fact that the sale of oleomargarine 
is inimical to their interests, as well as 
to the interests of the dairymen. And 
if the city consumers can be made so 
thoroughly disgusted with oleomarga-
rine as to join the farmers and dairy-
men, the present oleomargarine laws 
will be found sufficient.— Western Plow-

Public Shade , Penalty for Re-
moving it. 

It may not be generally known that 
trees along the highway, whether plant-
ed for shade trees or growing there 
naturally, are all under the protection 
of the law, and cannot be removed at 
the will of the adjoining land owner 
alone. Such, however, is the fact, and 
that the law should be enforced against 
certain ruthless destroyers of the public 
shade is palpable enough, and^we call at-
tention to the subject for that very pur-
pose, and with the additional object of 
preventing further destruction in that 
direction. 

If the good people of Michigan, and 
especially of Van Bdren County, will 
carefully read the section of the high-
way laws entitled "Shadéf Trees in High-
ways," they will discover, first, that 
shade trees are to be planted, where 
there are none, along the highways; 
second, that all trees now growing along 
the side of any highway—this includes 
the beautiful, thrifty, rapid-growing and 
much enduring oaks, as well as hicko-, 
ries, etc.—"shall be preserved, and shall 
not be disfigured or removed, unless by. 
direction of the Commissioner of High-
ways, and with the consent of, the own-
er of the adjoining land» unless, such 
trees shall interfere with,: or obstruct 
the travel of the highway." I t will be 
observed that -it takes two parties to re-
move" these trees; that is,.it requires the 
direction of the commissioner, and the 
owner, and neither or both may.do.so,, 
unless the trees so to be removed ob-
trUct travel in the highway. -

The belief or superstition that trees 
"poison*' the land'or injure crops near 
them in the field adjacent Is: not a legal 
reason for'their removal, nor is the fact 
that they will make good posts, rails or 
firewood. Such .trees growing on the 
margins of the highways are public shade 
and cannot, legally, be injured nor re-
moved, except they obstruct travel. 

This fact being planted in the minds 

and memories of our readers, may it not 
be reasonably expected that it will grow 
and bear fruit, especially as it has be-
come the policy of the State, as it has 
of all civilized countries, to cultivate 
and preserve forest trees as windbreaks, 
as protection against floods, for the pre-
vention of droughts, as well as for pleas-
ure, ornament and comfort.—Paw Paw 
Northerner. 

Better than Poison. 
Now is the time to commence to use 

insecticides for the protection of fruits^ 
plants, and vegetables, and the best 
preparation for that purpose is the kero-
sene emulsion. Prof. Riley, in his ad-
dress belore the American Horticultural 
Society at New Orleans, said: "It can 
not be too stronglyimpressed upon all 
who use kerosens as an insecticide, that 
it can be considered a safe remedy only 
when properly emulsified." The formu-
la for the kerosene and soap emulsion 
found most satisfactory by Mr. Hubbard 
is as follows: 

Kerosene, two gallons. 
Common soap or whale oil soap, one-

half pound. 
Water, one gallon. 
Heat the solution of soap and add it 

boiling hot to the kerosene. Churn the 
mixture by means of a force pump and 
spray-nozzle for five or ten minutes. 
The emulsion, if perfect, forms a cream 
which thickens on cooling, and should 
adhere without oiliness to the surfact of 
glass. Dilute before using, one part of 
the emulsion to nine parts of -cold wa-
ter. The above formula gives three gal-
lons of emulsion and makes when dilut-
ed thirty gallons of wash. 

The kerosene and soap mixture, es-
pecially when warmed, forms upon very 
moderate agitation, an apparent union; 
but the mixture is not stable, and sepa-
rates on standing,or when cooled or di-
luted by the addition of water. A prop-
er emulsion of kerosene is obtained only 
upon violent agitation. It is formed, not 
gradually, but suddenly, in short, to use 
a familiar phrase,"it comes like butter." 
The time required in churning depends 
somewhat on the violence of the agita-
tion, but still more upon the tempera-
ture, which however need not be much 
above blood heat. The emulsion can 
be very quickly and easily made by us-
ing a force pump, so constructed that 
it can be inserted directly into the liq-
uid, which must be kept in constant and 
violent agitation by forcing it through 
some sort of spray nozzle back into the 
same receptacle. 

These details have been fully set forth 
before, but it seems necessary to again 
refer to them, because, while the value 
of the kerosene emulsion as an insecti-
cide has been widely acknoweldged, the 
important point of thorough emulsifica-
tion has not been sufficiently recognized 
and the agricultural presg of the coun-
try in this new application of an old 
remedy have very generally omitted to 
mention the methods by which a perfect 
emulsion may be secured. 

There remains to add to the above 
full and explicit formula the methods of 
its application, whieh may be best done 
by means of a water-pot with a good 
nose, or a good force pump with spray 
nozzle, as the case requires; also that it 
is the safest remedy known, as it is not 
poisonous. W. N. COOK. 

Feed ing S tock . 
During the meeting of the Connecti-

cut State Board of Agriculture, on the 
15th, 16th and 17th of December, 1885, 
while the question of feeding cattle was 
under discussion, some of the prominent 
farmers of that State declared their be-
lief in the advantages of feeding only at 
night and morning. James J. Webb, 
who feeds some forty or fifty cows for 
milk, stated that formerly he believed 
in feeding at noon, but since trying the 
two feed systems he is satisfied of its 
advantages. , 

In the human family physicians at-
tribute disease to too frequent eating 
without opportunity for proper diges-
tion, and we can see no good reason 
why a similar rule may not apply to 
animals; in any event, we have for some 
time believed that animals would be 
much more quiet if fed regularly at 
mornlngand atpight, being left tore-
masticate the food during the interyenr 
ing time. We deprecate very much the 
practice of some of "giving a bite" at 
every visitation to the baiji. In a little 
time cattle come to expect it iyill 
bellow for it and be uneasy without. It 
is much better to practice regularity in 

feeding, and giving an opportunityffor 
healthy digestion, to secure a desirable 
development of flesh or the production 
of milk.—Germantown Telegraph. { 

F E E D I N G E N S I L A G E . — A correspond-
ent of the BreederGazette writes that 
he has fed ensilage to about thirty-five 
head of Guernsey cattle — including 
bulls, cows and young stock—fc- four 
years on his farm at Lake Geneva is., 
with entirely satisfactory results, "'"he 
stock keep in splendid condition and 
are perfectly healthy, and he has never 
noticed any indication of sluggishness 
in bulls or of scouring in cows. There 
have been no abortions, and in the whole 
time only two had feeble calves, which 
died. He feeds about half ensilage; the 
other half being hay and meal. Ensi-
lage takes the place of roots and bran. 
There is abundant testimony that ensi-
lage, fed in this manner, is a good food. 
The question which we have never yet 
seen answered to" our satisfaction is 
whether it is an economical food as 
compared with roots and ordinary fod-
der. 

How to mark poultry. Clip a toe, 
and be sure to clip back of the roots of 
the toe-nail, or else the nail will grow 
out again. The toe is a little smaller 
around it just back of the roots of the 
nail, and that is the place to clip. Clip 
the chicks when they are first hatched,, 
but it can be done at any age without 
harm. The toes I always clip are the 
outside and inside ones of each foot,for 
no one is likely to keep a fowl more 
than four years old. If the poultry are 
clipped on a certain toe (of the four 
that I have named) it is Best to record 
it in some book, then there will be no 
forgetting the toe clipped for a certain 
year. Clip with scissors the chicks and 
chisel full grown ones. 

" D O W N I N G " A BOHEMIAN O A T S SWIN-
DLER.—Edward and John Weathering-
ton, of Wright,. .Hillsdale County, gave 
R. Simms, of Morenci, their note for 
$300 for 30 bushels of Bohemian oats. 
Finding that they had been swindled 
they employed a Hudson lawyer named 
D. J. Beachford to contest the payment 
of the note. Beachford saw Simms and 
demanded that the note be returned in 
five days, and obtained possession of it. 
This will be encouraging news to the 
farmers of that section, for a large num-
ber gave notes that are falling due. 

• 1 •» 
AT the annual meeting of the Nation-

al Butter, Cheese and Egg Association, 
at Chicago, the Committee on Statistics 
reported that the decrease in value of 
dairy products in the last two years was 
nearly six millions of dollars, and this 
in spite of the fact • that the population 
of the country is increasing faster than 
the number of cows, which ought natur-
ally to increase values. The report 
attributed the result wholly to immense 
sale of substitutes for butter, of which 
no statistics could be gathered. 

A S H E S . — T h e Massachusetts Experi-
ment Station has been considering the 
value of wood ashes for a fertilizer, and 
the conclusion is that a bushel of aver-
age hardwood ashes is worth for the 
potash and phosphoric acid x'one 18 
cents, taking the commercial . 'ce* of 
those ingredients as a standan Prob-
ably farmers would do better tc \y 25 
cents a bushel for good ashes 1 a to 
buy uncertain preparations called phos-
phate. 

T H A T the pork-packing institutions of 
this country are of .¿nuch magnitude 
may be seen from the following figures: 
The number of hogs packed in the West 
during the winter season 1884-85 was 
6,460,280, which cost an average of 
I4.20 per hundred pounds, and with 
their average weight of 266.51 pounds, 
their total cost lyas 167,480,303. The 
value of the pork products exported 
during the calendar year of 1884 was 
$59,662,961. . .. . 

To CURE the roup, try the German 
double back-action, three-ply roup pills, 
price 50 cents a box. For something 
like the same thing in English, get a lit-
tle. assafpetida (about an ounce), add a 
spoonful of ginger* gentian, black anti-
mony, red pepper and carbonate of 
iron, mix well and dole it out in pills. 
A box will cost you about three cents. 
—Poultry Keeper. 

T H E R E are now 1 , 3 9 0 students "en-
rolled in the University. -



í o m m n n l c a t í o n s . 

S o m e T h i n g s a s T h e y A p p e a r t o 
a Patron of. H u s b a n d r y . 

We are sometimes asked by those 
without the gates to give a reason for 
the faith that is in us; and very proper-
ly so. 

It is a question which would at once 
occur to you or to me, were we invited 
to engage in any undertaking with 
which we were not familiar. 

To be able to give an answer which 
shall be both truthful and comprehen-
sive, it is necessary to look somewhat 
into the needs of the American farming 
population. Statistics are- dry material, 
and we do not-propose to inflict any 
upon you. But we will simply ask 
you to look up at your leisure the 
amount of business which is now being 
done by trades unions, co-operative 
associations, protective burears, united 
workmen societies, &c. 

Every trade worthy the name, every 
profession, every industry of every kind 
has to-day its organization for advanc-
ing the interests,elevating the characters 
and promoting the welfare of its.mem-
bers. 

The farmers h v e the Grange—an 
organization founded in wisdom, having 
for its basis fraternity, charity, equity. 
Its aims are to cultivate the feelings of 
brotherly kindness and esteem and ex-
tend the helping hand to the distressed 
and needy, to aid each other by exper- j 
ience and example, and to secure to 
farmers their rights under the law as 
against all trespassers. 

The farmers of this country for long 
years have labored under the disad 
vantage of isolation. Isolation makes 
men timid and distrustful, an easy prey 
to unprincipled men, and banks, if you 
please, upon which the lightning-rod 
man, the patent-right swindler, and 
every other species of rascal could draw 
sight drafts and have them cashed when 
presented. 

I verily believe that the time was 
when any scheme, no matter how» vis 
ionary or impracticable, if there was a 
glow of money in it, and if it was pre-
sented in a specious manner by some 
well-dressed, good-looking, fine appear-
ing, self-styled gentleman, would draw 
moots of ignorant American farmers 
from behind their breast-works of 
habitual reserve and make them, un-
wittingly it is true, co-partners in a 
crime. 

What farmers needed, what they still 
need, is to get acquainted with each 
other. For this purpose the Grange 
was organized. Not to make money out 
of any man-or class of men; not to 
wrong the merchant, the mechanic, the 
artisan, or day laborer; but to secure to 
themselves a share of the fruits of their 
labors; not to overthrow existing politi-
cal or religious beliefs, but to advocate 
themselves in order that they might be 
the byetter fitted to discharge the high 
duties of citizenship. 

They do not wish to get possession 
of yours, but you. Are not our inter-
ests identical? Can you not believe us 
when we assure you that we wish you 
to enjoy the advantages which we en-
joy? to partake of the privileges of 
which we partake? to receive the pro-
tection from frauds which we receive 
and to join hands with us in educating 
our sons and daughters in order that 
they may be the better fitted to occupy 
the advanced positions, social and 
political, to which we feel agriculturists 
are justly entitled? 

We, as intelligent Patrons, feel that 
if you who are outside the gates could 
only be induced to give this matter the 
careful consideration which it justly 
deserves, you would certainly give us 
your cordial co-operation and sup-
port. 

But right here wé are met with this 
remark: "If all that you tell us is true 
why is it that so many who were once 
active members of your Prder have 
backslidden and to-day are not found 
working with you." 'We reply, that when 
the principles of this Order were first 
promulgated, their evident justice ap-
pealed to the good sense of every man 
and woman engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. They thought that here was 
a plain road across the wilderness laid 
out and opened by some Moses who 
had removed all obstructions, strewn 
the wayside with flowers, planted the 
arid sands on either hand with all kinds 
of delicious lruits, which they had only 
to reach out their hands to make their 
own. They could see waving fields of 
golden grain through openings in the 
trees, and orí thejthoasand hills bej ond,. 
countless herds of domestic animals 
were quietly grazing. Away in the dim 
distance could be seen the spires and 
minarets of their' visionary mecca, 
where, without the intervention of mid-
dlemen they were to market their pro-
ducts, reload their wagons in the pro-
portion of one part of necessaries to 
two of luxuries and return to their 
homes which every one held in fee 
simple—no notés unpaid, no mortgages 
uncancelled. 

Paul truly planted,' Apollos often 
forgot to water. The deleitable views 
which they had seen, through the neg-
lect of no one but themselves, proved 
to be mirages. Sloughs of despond 
were reached on the road which to 
many were impassable, and they turned 
back. Others pressed on but the darts 
of oppression fiercely assailed and they 
withdrew from the conflict. Fancied 
inequalities in the way, or the dis-

covery of seeemingly shorter routes, 
led others aside. Some were prompted 
by mercenary motives, and when they 
saw not the fruition of their hopes with-
drew in disgust. 

Others, with the highesfand best in-
terests of their fellows at heart, 
pressed on. Some of their hopes have 
been realized. They expected to meet 
difficulties. They knew therq would be 
fierce opposition to overcome; that 
there would be defections in their ranks; 
that the weak would fall by the wayside, 
that wolves in sheep's clothing would 
perhaps prey upon the flock. They 
knew, too, that the price of victory was 
earnest, persistent effort. They counted 
the cost; they did not, as the saying is, 
"go it blind." 

It is true that they expected, as they 
tad a right to expect, that every man 
would do his duty, not with the vain-
glorious though of how big I am and h >w 
insignificant are you. Not to play the 
part of chanticleer and expect other 
fowls to admire the way the straws fly 
when you scratch. Not that you should 
stand up in your place in the Grange, 
and with self-important air cry down all 
opposition. 

Think that perhaps the still small 
voice of some unobtrusive Patron would 
sound sweeeter to the ears of those as-
sembled than the brassy notes issuing 
from your nickel-plated larynx, and 
then SIT DOWN in capital letters. 

The Almighty, either made a great 
mistake when he made such men to run 
a Grange, or they are laboring under a 
mistaken idea of their self-importance. 
I think the latter must be the proper 
view, as I should be sorry to attribute it 
to the Almighty. 

It is, however, a lamentable fact, that 
the spirit of faultfinding, recrimination 
and intolerance of opposition exhibited 
in connection with 9. spirit of "I am go 
ing to run this thing" on the part of 
some members, has ruined scores of 
Granges in this State of Michigan, and 
is to-day, I candidly believe, responsible 
for the apathy existing in scores of 
others. Decent people hate brawling 
either in or out of the Order, and no 
person having the good of the Order at 
heart will indulge in it. There is too 
much that is of vital importance to at 
tend to, and I am sure that an appeal 
to any man's good sense cannot fail to 
make him take a like view. 

With charity for all and malice to-
ward none, let us try to meet the expec-
tations of our superiors, and show our-
selves worthy of their esteem and con-
fidence. 

To-day the control of the grand ship, 
"Farmers' Rights," is in the best of 
hands. She has an intelligent set of 
officers, a willing crew. More able sea-
man are always in demand and work 
and pay, too, for any number of en-
ergetic landsmen. 

The cruise has but just begun. The 
decks are cleared for action, covered 
with the white sands of virtue, honor 
and integrity. The colors are "apeak." 
The pennant is flung to the breeze. 
The Admiral is aboard. Let every 
Patron stand by their guns. The con-
test is against vice and oppression and 
if we ever expect to fill the niche which 
God, our Father,-says we may, only a 
"little lower than the angles," it will be 
by our own undivided exertions. 

F . W . R E D F E R N . 

bers on roll, and all with new halls 
built since commencing trade In good 
earnest. In these days of financial de-
pression, the average farmer has much 
else to engage his attention than mak-
ing two bushels of wheat where he now 

I raises one, especially when he is told he 
is raising one too many at present. He 
is told he must economize in his ex-
penses, but to economize does not stop 
the necessity <?f supplying himself and 
family with the necessities of life; but 
if he tries to purchase an article before 
it has been marked up with two or 
th ree profits before reaching him it is 
regarded by many as an act worthy of 
supreme ridicule. I am firm in the 
opinion that this restlessness among the 
laboring classes might be largely allayed 
with the principle and practice of co-
operation. I am firm in the opinion 
that the day is not far distant when we 
must look these matters squarely in the 
face and devise some way where the 
money earned by industrial pursuits will 
go much further than at present, and 
the only way I can see is in paying full 
costs for manufacturing an article and 
a fair profit on the same, and stop 
right there. 

I have been induced to give my views 
in relation to the question aforesaid 
from the many letters I have received 
asking the name of the firm which we 
deal with, and our manner of such deal. 
It shows that Granges are looking as 
closely to profits as they were in the 
first days of the organization. 

If any should have words of counsel I 
or disapproval in the matter I should be 
pleased to hear them. 

A N D R E W L . D A V I S . 
Hillsdale Co., Mich. 

S u c c e s s f u l U r a n g e Trade . 
Some time since I wrote a short 

article to the V I S I T O R asking the ques-
tion whether "trade in the Grange was 
consided by the older and wiser mem-
bers of the Order beneficial or other-
wise to the Grange." 

Seeing no discussion upon the ques-
tion, with your consent I will say a few 
words" in relation to the matter, and by 
giving the actual expression of some 
few Granges will answer more decided-

than any thing else could. 
We were organized in 1872, and after 

two years of existence decided to dis-
courage aU trade in the Grange to make 
it a popular organization, as the trade 
part of it was opposed very strongly by 
men in mercantilo circles. We en-
gaged in literary exercises and fairly 
gave ourselves up to educating our-
selves as members of the Grange; but 
when setting out in the matter of educa-
tion we numbered about eighty mem-
bers we found in less than three years 
we had only twenty paying members on 
the roll. At à meeting to discuss the 
situation we resolved to do our own 
business in buying from first hands 
what we had to buy, whether it was 
popular or not, and the same night sent 
a letter to a manufacturing housè ask-
ing them to supply us with boots and • 
shoes in quantities and sizes to suit, for 
which we would pay prompt cash. In 
answer the firm said it would be a very 
novel way of doing business, but I 
might send an Order and if they could 
fill to our satisfaction and their own 
they would do so; if not they would 
return the order. I sent an order for 
$75.00 worth and they filled and shipped 
at once. 

We sold goods to every one and at 
prices that defied all competition from 
houses that must have large profits On 
account of large expanses, and soon 
commenced to gain in membership and 
soon stood over 80 members on thè 
roll. 

Hie same may be said of Pittsford, 
Cambria and Adams Granges, which I 
know were dragging along with from" 15 
to , 20 members for a number of years, 
but stand to-day with 80 to 120 mem-

Currency and Co inage . 
In the Ohio Farmer of recent date, 

C. E. Henry has an article on the above 
named subject, in which he advocates 
the single gold standard as being the 
most exact measure of value, and as be 
ing the one that conforms to the Euro 
pean standard. 

I wish it might be published side bv 
side with Judge Ramsdell's article upon 
the same subject, so that the reader 
could observe the comparison,or rather 
the contrast. 

Mr. Henry refers to "false doctrines 
on the currency." His opponents say 
the same of his doctrines, and when I 
say of both what they say of each other, 
that makes a three-cornered fight. 

He refers to fiat money men and to 
honest money men. I have noticed that 
all honest money men call the dollar 
that has the most purchasing power the 
honest dollar—the 100 cent dollar. 

According to that, Bohemian oats are 
the most honest oats in the world, but 
he blows a hot blast of disapproval by 
referring to thousands of his opponents 
as being composed mainly of that class 
most easily persuaded into Bohemian 
oat enterprises. At one time in Rome, 
a very few grains of gold would buy an 
ox. Gold must have been exceedingly 
honest then. Such extreme honesty re-
minds me of the man who stood so 
straight that he leaned over backwards. 

Americans flatter themselves that they 
have happily escaped all the trials and 
tribulations of the Old World. We have 
been taught that it is monarchy that 
transforms the possessors of competence 
and contentment into either millionaires 
or paupers,and we have been warned to 
shun the spirit and power of monarchy 
as well as the name. But in these later 
days, the honest money men assure us 
that it is the proper thing to run the 
American wagon in the European rut. 

Mr. Henry puts great stress upon the 
words, Standard and Measure of Value, 
and the reason he gives for doing so is 
too long for me to quote. Suffice it to 
say,it hits the Greenbacker and the Bo-
hemian square between the eyes. After 
having repeated, with emphasis, the 
words standard and measure of value,he 
says, "Hence a given weight and fine-
ness of these metals have been used for 
ages to express value, the same that a 
given length is used to express foot or 
yard." What does he njean by that? 
Why does he change from the word 
measure to the word express? Does he, 
or does he not, mean that gold and sil-
ver are used to measure value, the same 
that a given length is used to measure 
foot or yard? If he don't mean that 
then; where goes his emphasis'of the 
word measure? He says substantially, 
what everybody knows to be true, that 
the more dollars there are circulating in 
the world, the less value each individual 
dollar will express or measure. There-
fore,it follows that the more yard sticks 
there are in the world, the less each 
stick will measure. Ah, Logic! thou 
wast undone, and Henry did it. 

He says, "During the last ten years 
silver has dropped from a ratio of 1 5 ^ 
to one to a ratio of 19 to one." There-
fore if silver and gold are measures of 
value, the same as ounces and pounds 
are measures of weight, and if pounds 
and ounces maintain the same ratio that 
gold and silver do,then it will soon take 
19 ounces to make a pound,and we can 
have lots of fun calling each other dema-
gogues if we can not agree as to which 
has changed in weight the ounce or the 
pound. 

Dear V I S I T O R , it will never do to give 
the Ohio Farmer a monopoly of this ar-
ticle; and if want of space forbids its 
publication entire, then please admit 
the following detached quotations: 

"Demagogue —1 demagogue—mingled 
shame and indignation—Honest money 
—pay their debts in cheaper money— 

business would come to a standstill— 
fiat money—fiat dollar—soap bubbles." 
Now I will quote an entire sentence: 
"If anyone wants to find out the evil and 
disgrace of fiat money, let him read Ir-
ving's Essay on John Law and the Mis-
sissippi Bubble." 

He yokes up Uncle Sam with John 
Law. I must confess they make a bet-
ter matched team than I used to think 
they did. 

Mr. Henry says, "I have pointed out 
that both gold and silver change in val-
ue as relates to other property." Did 
space permit I would like to make some 
lengthy quotations, showing with what 
neatness and dispatch, though all un-
consciously, Mr. Henry serves the gold 
standard as George Washington did the 
cherry tree; only Georgie did it with 
his hatchet, and Henry with his pen. 
The pen is mightier than the hatchet. 

He appeals to the history of the 
world to prove that in all ages gold has 
been the best standard of value: but he 
neglects to tell us that at one time gold 
was so scarce throughout the then civi-
lized world, and especially in the Ro-
man Empire, that men could not pay 
their debts,but were obliged to turn out 
their children as slaves to their credit-
ors. The most false of all false gods re-
quired thousands of parents thus to sac-
rifice their innocent children. Did such 
a state of things make the Roman popu-
lace peaceful, quiet citizens? Did it 
make their rulers sympathetic and hu-
mane? Did it make Imperial Rome a 
nation that America should wish to 
emulate? "O,.ye hard hearts, ye cruel 
heads of Rome!" 

Perhaps Brother Henry will tell us 
all about these things in his next, for he 
has promised to write more. 

G E O R G E R O B E R T S . 

ride that please, and most please to do 
so. These trains of eight large railroad 
cars run each way every half hour from 
6 A. M. until 12 at night,usually crowded. 

Oakland is a city of 35,000 inhabi-
tants—rather a nice plaCe, situated on a 
plain running back from the bay, em-
bowered in roses, with lofty green hills 
for a background. I was here on busi-
ness, and while on my way chanced to 
pass the door of Odd Fellows' Hall. 
Parties were going in, and I thought the 
good-looking men and women might be 
Patrons, so I made inquiry and found 
my suspicions correct. Being cordially 
invited to join in their afternoon meet-
ing, I went with them up to the Hall. 

This is Temescal Grange, one visited 
by Brother D. Goodman when here on 
this coast last winter. The number 
present was not large, but they formed 
a very intelligent and pleasing circle. 

It was highly gratifying to be greeted 
in this kindly manner, a wanderer thou-
sands of miles from home,amongst stran-
gers, on this far-away Pacific coast. 

Fraternally, EMMONS BUEI.L. 
San Francisco, M a y 11,-1886. 

A Land of R o s e s . 
, Santa Rosa is situated in Sonoma 
County and up Sonoma Valley about 
50 miles from San Francisco. The 
lands along the valley are rich and the 
rugged hills or mountains on each side 
are green to their very tops with grass, 
and in places trees, and gay with my-
riad blooming flowers. The valley is 
from five to fifteen miles wide. 

Roses are so abundant and large and 
brilliant,—crowded on the tree-like 
bushes or clambering far up the sides 
of the houses in their rich profusion. 
Roses, roses everywhere! Just across 
the yard from the window where I write 
is a rose bush clinging to the side of a 
house loaded with dark, rich maroon-
colored roses nearly six inches across. 

But don't think I have gone wild on 
roses,—no, no, it iŝ  the roses that are 
wild in their freaks and nature has not 
established any law to restrain their 
luxuriant beauty. 

You will be surprised when I tell you 
the cause of this scribble. It is no less 
a fact than that it has been raining all 
the morning, a regular drizzle; but all 
"these things are unusual for Califor-
nia," and may perhaps be attributed to 
the sappy tide that has rolled in from 
beyond the sage bush. 

After dinner my friend, Mr. Blakeley, 
procured of a neighbor, a generous-
hearted woman, a horse and buggy, and 
away we went across the valley, passing 
through plantations of young fruit trees, 

mostly French prunes—to a lofty 
mountain which he proposed to take in, 
or rather to take us to the top of. The 
path of our ascent wound ,back and 
forth on the side of the mountain until 
we attained the top—four hundred feet 
up. I will not attempt to describe the 
prospect spread out before us of valley 
and far away mountain peaks, and 
nearer, at our feet, the beautiful city of 
Santa Rosa, wreathed in roses and gay 
flowers, and the valley around dressed 
in its green rich vesture of early May. 
Around us were clumps of old scraggy 
oaks and thickets of brush, with wild 
flowers everywhere. The mountain 
quail in Quaker garb were tripping from 
rock to bushy covert. 

Portions of this mountain are being 
cleared of brush and rock and set to 
grapevines, the soil being well adapted 
to growth of vine and the maturity of 
the grape. Olives are also being 
planted. 

Our descent to town was more grad-
ual and distant—by way of Santa Rosa 
Creek—which went rattling musically 
over its stony bed. 

After our return we visited a brewery 
this place. It contains 256 huge 

casks holding 2,000 gallons of wine 
each. The grapes from which this 
wine is made bring from $10 to $30-pier 
ton. What a waste of the good things 
of earth! E M M O N S B U E I X . 

Santa Rosa, Cal. 

In t h e N o r t h w e s t . 
VI R. 

A trip to the Cœur d' Alene region is 
to the tenderfoot as full of interest as 
it is of experience. The eastern man 
should visit a mining camp while "out 
west" if for nothing more than to reap 
the reward of self-satisfaction. The 
trip alluded to, undertaken from some 
point on Snake River, is of peculiar in-
terest. To get the full benefit of the 
western mode one should provide him-
self with a pack mule, pack saddle, and 
a good supply of blankets, bacon and 
beans, and the usual supply of flour and 
coffee, trying pan and coffee pot. Se-
curing passage "on the hurricane deck 
of a cayuse pony" you are ready for the 
start. If the cayuse don't object you 
are apt to think you are a natural horse-
man and a good rider; if he does you 
will immediately begin to review your 
past life and cast up the account you 
have registered on the book of life with 
a view to ascertaining whether you'll 
land in sheol or the other place. And 
if your language conveys the result of 
your calculations the listener is quite 
apt to infer that you have little faith in 
reaching the haven of hope. The first 
performance generally is a right and left 
sachet on three legs and a defiant 
toss of the little brute's head. Next 
a snort, and down goes his nose to 
his breast. You hold your breath ex-
pecting to find yourself trying to stand 
on your head in the dust and frantically 
grasp the saddle-horn just in time to 
avoid being left on nothing by a side 
lunge of the little fiend. You are some-
what over the scare now and become 
most confoundedly mad to think that a 
little 600 pound pony can carry on so. 
A terrific jerk on the rein brings his ear 
into your mouth, and the next instant 
your saddle parts, start off down the 
road, trying to leave your head behind. 
But you have made a start, are both-
ered no more during that day and pla-
cidly conclude from the signs of gen-
tility that you are conqueror and almost 
begin to love the little fellow. Your 
pack mule you trail along behind with 
a piece of three-eighths rope, and at 
nierht find you have made 25 or 30 miles 
and have caught a terrible appetite 
somewhere, as you can eat Ipacon and 
drink coffee with a relish that you spurn 
with disgust on other occasions. Se-
curely lariating your animals where they 
can find sufficient food you put your 
rubber blanket on the ground, roll up 
in your woollen ones with your toes 
toward a fire and sleep the sweet, sound 
sleep" of the mountaineer. Your break-
fast is not so hearty, but the trouncing 
you get from that cayuse is just as se-
vere or severerer than on the former 
occasion. And every morning the cir-
cus is repeated. It seems to be a trait 
of character so thoroughly developed 
that it is a very uncommon thing to find 
one of these little fellows, no matter 

Yesterday was beautiful and bright, 
so having business in Oakland, I went 
down to the ferry and stepped on board 
one of the large and fine boats that ply 
between San Francisco and Oakland. 

The boat goes about four miles when 
we reach the pier built out from the oth-
er side one and a half miles—fare fifteen 
ceilts on ferry.- Here is a large depot 
in which passengers are transferred to 
cars for Oakland or any other points 
farther east Here is a matter that at 
first appeared d little singular to me: and 
especially in California. 

The street cars with engine run from 
this depot on the pier clear through 
Oakland, a distance of six miles, stop-
ping occasionally to take on and let off 
passengers. Now, the strange part of 
this is that they do not receive a dime 
for all this transportation of people. All 

what his age may be, that will not go 
through all these gyrations before mak-
ing a start. 

You are surprised at the appearance 
of the country through which you travel 
the first two days. An undulating prai-
rie spreads out for miles in every direc-
tion, dotted here and there by the set-
tlers' houses and claimers' "cabins." 
The soil is of the richest, and fabulous 
yields of wheat and oats are apparent. 
You are traversing the Palouse country, 
a part of the "inland empire;" and tru-
ly it has all the natural advantages suf-
ficient for its title. The distant Cceur 
d' Alene Range with its heavy forests 
make a fine background for the nearer 
stretch of fields of waving grain and 
native grasses. The timber reached, 
you plunge into the delightful shade and 
soon lose all those fine views. The trail 
becomes a sort of canyon in wood, the 
deep green and giant trunks towering 
200 or 300 feet above, and so thick on 
either side that it would be impossible 
to pick a route through it on horseback. 
Here is the mine for the future investor. 
These forests will in time be the scene 
of busy industry and thrift. The saw-
mill wijl create more wealth here and 
do more toward building up the coun-
try than all the gold locked in the fast-
nesses higher up. 

You pass various little outposts of the 
mining region. Kingston, one of the 
first, is a city of one shanty hotel, a sta-
ble, and tent-and-shanty store. The 
principal stock in trade is, of course, 
wet goods. Lake Cceur d' Alene is a 
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