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The Farmer's Soliloquy. 
T o sell or not to sell—that is .the question; 
Whether 'tis nobler in a man to suffer 
His anxious creditors to fret and wait indefi-

nitely, 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And by disposing of his scanty crop 
At eighty cents a bushel—end them. 
T o sell! And when we've sold? A y , there's 

the rub! 
For how the deuce can less than half a crop, 
At eighty cents a bushel, pay expenses! 
Why is the fertilizer man so downcast? 
As one who wrestles inwardly with unripe fruit, 
But that the certainty that out of all 
The agricultural notes he holds not ten per cent. 
Will at maturity be honored, 
Puzzles him sorely, and compels the thought 
That sometimes we had fetter bear the ills we 

have 
Than fly to others that we know not of. 
For who would bear the whips and scorns of 

duns, 
Complaints of creditors, the law's pursuit; 
The sheriff's fi. fa. and the forced-sale? 
Who would endure his wife's reproaches and the 

groans 1 
Of tearful daughters over last year's gowns, 
When he himself might quietness secure 
By promptly paying his indebtedness 
And sharing his profits with his better half? 
Thus half a crop, at less than cost of growing, 
Makes beggars of us all; and thus 
The native hue of resolution 
Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought, 
Even on the brow of a grain broker; deals 
In futures are restricted margins called, 
And enterprises of great pith and moment 
Are given up; and thus the tuneful songs 
And innocent mirth of its exuberant members 
Gladden no more the Cora and flour Exchange. 

—Baltimore American. 

But it will be said that creamery but-
ter sells at a much higher price than 
farm or private dairy butter. This need 
not be so, for if the farmer produces as 
good an article as he can produce, puts 
it up in acceptable packages, or forms, 
and seeks customers among good fami-
lies or hotels, or dealers who supply 
such, he will obtain the highest price 
and always have a steady market; for 
good families and hotels, especially the 
former, prefer butter at all times from 
the same dairy, provided it is good. 

Clinton, Iowa. T. W. M. 
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Michigan G r a n g e Stores . 
A. STEGEMAN, Allegan. 
C. GOODNOE. North Lansing. 

B u t t e r M a k i n g on t h e F a r m . 
It seems to be the special province of 

many writers and speakers to impress 
on the minds of farmers that good but-
ter can be produced only at public 
creameries, or as they may be properly 
called, butter factories. 

Butter making is indeed the fine art 
of agriculture. It consists in a series of 
processes and conditions, all of which 
must be correct that the result, the but-
ter, may be perfect. These processes 
and conditions begin with the cow, and 
include good care generally, uniformly 
kind treatment, good food and enough 
of it, and of the right kind; care and 
cleanliness in milking, properly strain 
ing the milk and proper conditions for 
setting the milk for cream raising that 
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not the skill to do the balance, he or his 
wife can soon acquire it. 

There also seems to be a disposition 
on the part of many interested in the 
sale of apparatus and fixtures for public 
creameries or butter factories to mystify 
the art of butter making and to create a 
conviction in the minds of farmers that 
it is beyond their attainment. 

It is true public creameries produce 
good butter. It is also true that they 
sometimes produce poor butter. That 
the average public creamery butter is 
better than a great deal of farm butter 
no one will deny. 

That the highest grade of butter, sell-
ing for the best price, is produced on 
farm dairies one can be convinced by 

401 visiting the Philadelphia market, where 
butter in "prints" from the best dairies 

40 within a few miles of the Quaker City 
5 I sells for fabulous prices. 

If every patron of a creamery would 
see that each and every part of the pro-
cess and conditions above referred to 
was conducted exactly rieht, even then 
the home butter maker has one advan-
tage over the butter maker at the facto-
ry. It is this—his cream remains at 
home, subjected to proper conditions 
while that for the creamery is trundled 
about for hours, some of it all day, and 
many times exposed to the heat of the 
sun. 

But i l l farmers who are patrons of 
factories will not take the pains that 
they should, or that perhaps the best 
ones do take, therefore the intelligent 
and painstaking farm butter maker who 
does the entire work in his own dairy-
house or room has at the time of getting 
reagy to churn the satisfaction of know-
ingfhat so far every process and condi-
tion entering as factors into the produc-
tion of the butter he is about to make 
have been correct. Of this the butter-
maker at the factory cannot be sure, 
nor can he scarcely expect it. 

Is Hay Cheap Food? 
Most dairymen suppose, says the Na-

tional Live Stock Journal, that hay is 
the cheapest food ior their cows and 
think it a misfortune to be short of hay 
which is, in a sense, true, for every one 
should try to produce all. the hay re 
quired for his stock—but'it is seldom 
true that the market price of grain is 
higher than hay. If we consider the 
relative nutritive value of hay and grain, 
or product of grain, we find that good 
meadow hay or clover is no cheaper at 

to #14 per ton than good wheat 
bran or middlings are at $20 or £21 per 
ton, or corn meal at $22 or $23 per ton, 
or linseed cake or meal $32 to $38 per 
ton. Now this does not mean that corn 
meal, middlings or oil meal would be 
just as appropriate for the complete food 
of a cow as hay. We know that such 
concentrated food would be quite dan-
gerous to feed a cow without some 
coarse fodder, but it means that the 
nutriment in these foods will be as 
cheap to make up any deficiency in the 
ration at those prices, as hay at the 
price mentioned. Therefore, when hay 
is dear in the dairy districts, instead of 
buying hay the dairyman should buy 
grain in some form to help him out. 
The grain will be cheapest, and his 
cows come through in much better con-
dition for the milking season than if 
they had all the good hay they could 
eat. All that a cow requires over 
twelve .or fifteen pounds of hay should 
be made up in grain food. Twelve 
pounds of hay and eight pounds of mid-
dlings per day will winter a thousand-
pound cow much better than thirty 
pounds of hay per day. But the ground 
feed should be mixed with cut hay, 
moistened, so the ground feed will ad-
here to it, and must be eaten with hay 
and raised and remasticated. Fine 
feed, fed alone, is not raised and re-
masticated, but goes on to the fourth 
stomach without further mastication. 

S t i g m a t i z i n g F a r m e r s . 
It has long been the custom for wri-

ters who imagine themselves endowed 
with some variety of witty genius, to 
embellish their literary labors with an 
occasional allusion to farmers as the 
butt of some joke, or as blundering up-
on some equivocal expression which is 
turned into derision. Farmers ordina-
rily are not so thin-skinned as to take 
offence at pleasantry which is aimed at 
the person, but when this railery be-
comes persistent and is constantly aimed 
at the class, then the affront ought to 
be recognized, and some expressions of 
"ndignation uttered. When invitations 
are sent out to attend a banquet in the 
city, and some farmers are among the 
honored .guests, they, as well as those 
who stay at home, dislike to read in the 
city dailies the next morning about the 

."country members casting sheep's eyes 
into the galleries." Such expressions 
are a covert insult, they reach farther 
and mean more than the words imply. 
They insinuate that farmers are notable 
to comport themselves with that dignity 
or suavity which the occasion demands, 
and that their presence is only through 
that suffrance which is born of policy. 
It says to city readers that there were a 
dozen or so country boors at the ban-
quet, who came the nearest to being cul-
tivated of anything that could be found 
in their vicinity, and that their neigh-
bors who staid at home, were Hotten-
tots. It breeds a pharisaical feeling 
which culminates in the: expression: 
"Can any good thing come out of Naza-
reth." Books which have the readiest 
sale depict country farms as very good 
places for city people to picnic in, where 
books are unknown and newspapers a 
rarity. The hero is some city prig, with 
plenty of leisure, while the .buffoon is 
the farmer's, hired man, or, perhaps the 
farmer, himself. Country ways and 
country expressions are manufactured 
and turned into ridiculé for the delecta-
tion of smart folks .who, only go to the 
country to'.bé amused, to listen to out-

landish expressions, to witness countri-
| fied manners, or to be the dignitaries to 
whom "sheep's eyes" are occasionally 
turned. This whole characterization is 
a libel upon farmers. It has constantly 
failed during the last twenty years to 
faithfully "hold the mirror up to na-
ture." Nevertheless it has turned many 
a sensitive boy away from the farm, who 
could not endure the ridicule and stig-
ma attaching to his father's occupation. 
Wisdoni and dignity have been pictured 
to him as sitting in cushioned chairs, 
surrounded by evidences of luxury, 
while honors descend only on those who 
have escaped the environment of the 
farm. The miscellaneous reading which 
comes under the eye of the average boy 
on the farm, contains numerous inuen-
does and flings at farmers, bearing the 
stamp of truth, which, unconsciously 
perhaps, beget a contempt for a profes-
sion which is subject to such sarcastic 
criticism. 

Business men in the towns often 
answer that farmers must stand upon 
strict integrity in all their dealings, while 
any slight variation from it is magnified 
into a crime, and made to reflect on the 
integrity of all. Short weights and half 
penny stealings by the dealer, which in-
stigate retaliatory measures, are gar-
nished over with that popular gilding of 
sharpness, which passes for semi-hon-
esty. If honesty and integrity should 
die out of the homes of farmers, they 
would be nearly lost to the world. The 
farms of these United States are the re-
cruiting grounds for that business talent 
which guarantees success, and although 
their owners may be maligned and 
laughed at, they will still continue to 
furnish material to work up into some-
thing better than clowns and sycophants 
—A. C. G. in Michigan Farmer. 

and A F a r m e r , a B u s h e l of C o r n 
T w o D r i n k s . 

Do you see that man over there? 
Well, he's a farmer. There he goes 
with a friend; they're going to get 
drink. The farmer will pay for it. 
Now, let me see. That man will sweat 
two mortal hours next spring to plow 
enough ground to raise one bushel of 
corn. That bushel of corn he will sell 
for thirty cents. He is going in there 
now to spend the thirty cents for two 
drinks. Therefore, the farmer and 
the corn have parted. Now, let me tell 
you what becomes of the corn. A 
bushel of corn makes seventeen quarts 
of whiskey—four and a quarter gallons. 
The distillery gets its first profit—40 
cents a gallon. There you are: $2 for 
a bushel of corn. Now the government 
comes in, 90 cents on a gallon—$3.85 
added to $2 makes $5.85. That brings 
the product of the bushel of corn down 
to the jobber and wholesaler and finally, 
by several stages, to the retailer. By 
the time it reaches the latter the bushel 
of corn or its product of four and a 
quarter gallons has- been reduced one-
half, which means eight and a half gal-
lons. There are sixty drinks to the gal-
lon—that is the average—eight and a 
half gallons means 510 drinks at 15 cents 
each—there we have $ 76.50 as the con-
sumer's price for a bushel of corn 
which the farmers raise and sell for 
thirty cents. Who says there is not in-
dustry in this country? But the farmer 
we saw just now spent his whole bushel 
of corn in the price of two drinks, and 
the people who do not till the soil got 
away with £76.50.—Toledo Blade. 

Nine-Tenths Bogus. 
W e asked an extensive and fashion-

able grocer of this city a few days since 
what proportion of the product sold in 
Chicago as butter was butterine. He 
replied without hesitation: Nine-tcnihs! 
Nine-tenths of the stuff sold for butter 
is not butter. We asked him it he sold 
it. He .replied: Not intentionally, but 
I presume I do for it is impossible to 
tell it from butter unless one is an ex-
pert. Here is plenty of food for thought, 
without stopping to consider whether 
or not the grocer told the truth when 
he said he did not intentionally sell it. 
It is very clear from what he said that 
he believed that nine-tenths of what he 
sold for butter was butterine. It is very 
clear that he did not care if it was, and, 
therefore, if he knew what it was he 
purposely bought it to impose upon his 
customers; and if he did not know what 
it was then he was imposed upon by 
somebody else. In either case the stuff 
is being sold as butter-r-a rank fraud. 
Now what is to be said upon such a 
state of things? Is it not incredible 
that people will submit to being swin-
dled in this way and to this extent? Is 
it not incredible that butter makers will 
submit to such an injustice when it is 
within their power to compel legislatures 
and law officers to protect them? And 
yet notwithstanding that nine-tenths of 
the butter sold in Chicago is nothing 
but an imitation, we are told over and 
over again that bogus butters do not 
hurt the sale of genuine butter if it is 
good butter. Suppose this nine-tenths 
of imitation butter was not made, does 
it require any argument to show that 
pure butter must be had to supply the 
deficiency, and that if there was not 
enough to 'supply it that the price of 
butter would quickly rise? 

According to the statement of this 
grocer, nine-tenths of the people of this 
city are eating bogus butter. Yet at 
the very time he was telling us this, 
creamery butter was worth in this city 
forty cents a pound, at retail, and this 
bogus stuff was being sold as creamery 
butter at that price. If the imitations 
had not been filling the market is it un-
reasonable to suppose that creamery 
butter would have been much higher 
than forty cents? A little comm n 
sense in the matter is as good as figures. 
— Western Rural. 

W O R T H T R Y I N G . — A n Ohio farmer 
writes the Country Gentleman that he 
last year raised 300,000 cabbages, and 
kept the flee beetles away at a cost of 
only a single dollar. His method is to 
pour a gallon of spirits of turpentine in-
to a barrel of land plaster, and when 
the plaster is dampened all through, as 
it will be in a few days, spread it broad-
cast over the field. It is better than 
lime or ashes, and may be applied when 
the plants are not wet with rain or dew. 
It is also said that the mixture will keep 
for several years without losing its 
strength. I f this simple remedy shall 
prove a remedy it will bring much joy 
to farmers and gardeners. 

SORGHUM has been highly recom-
mended by many as food for stock. 
Those, who have tried both, however .ex-
press a preference for fodder grown from 
sweet corn. The butts of sorghum are 
so hard that most cattle refuse them, 
while the corn stalks are so tender that 
they are eaten clean with apparent 
relish when cut at the proper season. 

THE recommendation of the Michi-
gan State Grange that the manufacture 
of oleomargarine be subjected to a tax 
of say 10 cents a pound, has been re-
ceived with favor. *It is being taken 
up all along the line. There is a strong 
demand for bringing the manufacture 
of imitation butter within the jurisdic-
tion of the internal revenue bureau and 
imposing the tax through that agency. 
That system ferrets out all the distilling 
business and it is not to be.supposed 
the oleomargarine men could escape it, 
while the imposition of the tax would 
put business beyond the power of harm-
ing legitimate dairying. There is now 

wide divergence of practice in the 
treatment of this species of manufacture 
by the several States. The national 
government could handle it to better 
advantage. How differently it is treat-
ed under the scattered legislation of the 
respective States may be seen by a 
glance at the following epitome of oleo-
margarine laws: 

Manufacture prohibited—Maine,Min-
nesota, Michigan, Missouri, and Penn-
sylvania. 

Manufacturers and dealers must 
stamp, brand, or placard—California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, New 
Hampshire (colored pink), New Jersey, 
New York, Ohio (sold as beef suet), 
Oregon, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Ari-
zona, and Dakota. 

Fine and imprisonment—California, 
$500 to $1,000; Colorado, $500; Con-
necticut, I7; Delaware, $56; Florida, 
l i o o to j 1,000; Indiana, $10 to $50; 
Iowa, I25 to I50; Maine, £100 to $200: 
Maryland, $25 to $ioo; Michigan, £200 
to $500; Minnesota, | ioo to $200: Mis-
souri, $ 1,000. 

Silent—Alabama,Arkansas,Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
Nebraska, Nevada, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Texas. — Kalamazoo 
Telegraph. • 

A BILL passed the Ohio Legislature 
on the sgth ult. creating the office of 
State Dairy and Food Commissioner 
with three assistants, whose duties ate 
to protect dairymen from bogus butter-
dealers and the people from all sorts of 
adulterated food. 
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Training Tomato Plants. 
A short time ago you printed an arti-

cle on training tomatoes to a stake 
and a single stem as something new. It 
is not new; I practiced that method ex-
tensively fifteen years ago, having at one 
time as many as five thousand so train-
ed, and found it profitable in market 
gardening. The idea that the plant will 
grow twelve feet high is incorrect; five 
or six feet is the extreme height. To 
grow them this way requires frequent 
attention. Keep all but one shoot 
pinched off, and that tied to a small 
stake. The tomatoes will grow in nice 
clusters from the ground up; be in plain 
sight, free from dirt, and two or more 
weeks earlier, and many more on a giv-
en area. I used to set them five feet 
apart between rows and the plants 18 
inches apart. In picking I used a wheel-
barrow and crates. I estimated the sav-
ing in this part of the work paid for the 
training, leaving the early fruits clear 
gain. C . S. K I L L M E R . 

Arenac, Mich. 
— ^ 

T H E F A R M G A R D E N . — M o s t g a r -
deners would laugh at our advice, but 
we are now talking to farmers who have 
a small garden. If your garden is a 
little pent up affair, with a fence around 
it, in which your work is mostly done 
by hand, we urge that the whole system 
be changed. A farmer cannot afford to 
cultivate a garden that way. He must, 
to make the garden profitable, do most 
of the work with a horse. It is better 
to have two or three rows along the 
edge of the cornfield devoted t > the 
smaller garden truck than to have a lit-
tle patch with beds in it that requires 
hand labor entirely to tend it. It does 
not make any difference if carrots, let-
tuce, salsify, parsnips, and peppers 
grow in one row forty rods long, if they 
are only grown. The reason that so 
few farm houses are supplied with vege-
tables is due to the unfortunate method 
of gardening pursued. There are a 
number of farmers' gardens we see each 
summer upon which a large portion of 
the contents is put in every spring and 
the seeds sown, but after this no atten-
tion is given to it, and weeds of enor-
mous growth are the leading crop every 
season. There is one farmer of our 
acquaintance who has half a dozen rows 
across a large field given up to the gar-
den and in these he grows everything 
needed in the family in the way of small 
fruits and vegetables. The horse and 
cultivator do most of the work and the 
aggregate expense of caring for each 
row is not much more than if it were 
planted to potatoes. In sowing seeds a 
great many people make the mistake of 
planting too deep. Nearly all of the 
smaller garden seeds if covered with a 
tight sprinkling of fine soil and pressed 
down with the foot are in good shape 
to grow. We prefer the pressure of the 
foot to any rolling that can be done. 
—»S. Q. L. in Michigan Horticulturalist. 

EXCESSIVE P R U N I N G . — N o w d o n o t b e 
guilty of spoiling the native beauty of 
those evergreens near the house by 
pruning them into grotesque forms. If 
you wish to see what peculiar malfor-
mations you can make in growing trees 
by use of knife and shears, do it in the 
back yard, where people will not misin-
terpret your design, and think you are 
actually trying to improve nature. We 
have no patience with the people who 
make monstrosities out of plant growths 
that if left to themselves, would assume 
delicately beautiful forms.—Michigan 
Horticulturalist. 

THE time spent in scouring plows, or 
running to the shop for repairs, when 
the soil is in condition for working, is 
criminal waste. The time to put imple-
ments in repair is before their use is re-
quired. All bright surfaces should have 
been covered with a mixture of lamp-
black and kerosene and carefully pre-
served from abrasion when last put 
away.—Tribune and Farmer. 

A CORRESPONDENT is informed that 
mice-gnawed (girdled) apple trees may 
be saved by inarching grafts—four or 
five in each tree—connecting the living 
wood above and below the injury. If-
discovered at once,covering the wound-
ed places with grafting wax and mount-
ing with earth, fully covering the wound, 
would have been proper.—Chicago 
Tribune. 

S I N C E the organization of the Ameri-
can Pomological Society, nearly 38 
years ago, more than 600 named varie-
ties of fruits have, by common consent, 
been discarded and their places in the 
catalogue filled by better sorts. 

THE best grass for an orchard is un-
doubtedly orchard grass with red 
clover, or red clover alone. Plenty of 

: seed should be used. Cut when weeds 
make their appearance, afterwards pas-
ture with hogs or sheep. 

O R G A N I C and inorganic matter in the 
soil is what forms and fattens the plant. 
Like the overfed Cow, the soil some-
times suffers from indigestion. 

• 
T H O S E who have used the Boss Zinc 

and Leather Collar Pads and Ankle 
Boots say they are the best and cheap-
est, because most durable. They will 
last a life time. Sold by harness makers 
on 60 days' trial. D E X T E R C U R T I S , 
febim3 Madison, Wis. 

Insecticides.—The Pests of Flow-
er, Fruit and Vegetable Grow-
ers have Come—Means of Rid-
dance. 
With the rapid advent of summer 

comes the horde of insect pests which 
prey upon our flowers and fruits and 
paralyze the efforts of the enthusiastic 
floriculturist and horticulturist.. Many 
remedies for the destruction of insect 
enemies have been tried with partial 
success, but arsenic preparations have 
proved the most efficatious for the 
speedy and thorough. extermination of 
all insects which eat flower or foliage. 
The fears of fatal accidents incident to 
the use of poisonous insecticides are 
being dispelled, and long-continued ex-
periments have proved the proper dilu-
tion and application of Paris green and 
London purple safe and infallible in 
the destruction of the currant worm, po-
tato beetle, pear slug, and codling moth. 
The secret of success in the destruction 
of omnivorous insects will be found in 
destroying them during the incipient 
period of their growth, and before irre-
parable injury is done, or any possible 
bad results apprehensible from the ef-
fects of poisonous applications to edible 
fruits or vegetables. 

A close examination of the currants 
and gooseberries will reveal the young 
worms already massed near the center 
and bottom of the bush and eating the 
young tender foliage. A light applica-
tion of Paris green, either by spraying 
or sifting, will kill them at this stage, 
and may be repeated if necessary. 

The potato beetle will now be found, 
winging his way o'er forest and field, 
with wonderful instinct, intent upon dis-
covering his favorite esculent. He 
knows and will find his tuber if left on 
the ground, and will congregate around 
a pile of potatoes and endure a preca-
rious existence until an early-planted 
field gives him more dainty food. He 
cannot be wholly exterminated, except 
by some parasitic enemy, but by slicing 
a few tubers seasoned to his taste with 
Paris green, and placing in the fields, 
myriads of them can be destroyed be-
fore the young shoots appear above 
ground. Immediately after this occurs 
an application of Paris green and flour 
should be made, which will destroy a 
large part of the old warriors, thus mak-
ing the close of the fight comparatively 
easy. 

The pear slug is found every season 
and in all localities, and will certainly 
destroy young pear and cherry trees if 
allowed to kill their foliage during mid-
summer. The old method of beating 
them to death with road dust or lime 
and ashes, I have found to be impracti-
cable, except upon very small trees. 
Spraying the trees with a very slight in-
fusion of Paris green will kill the slug 
every time, and two applications during 
the season will be found sufficient. 

I believe that Professor Cook of the 
Agricultural college at Lansing was one 
of the first who proved the complete 
efficiency of the destruction of the cod-
ling moth by spraying apple trees with, 
a solution of Paris green. Among the 
many who have successfully proved that 
fair fruit can be grown, and the moth 
destroyed by this method, the exper-
ience of Mr. Moody, of Lockport, N. 
Y., as related by him at the meeting of 
the American Pomological Society at 
Grand Rapids, is the most notable. 
After proving that the moth could be 
destroyed by one application of Lon-
don purple or Paris green, made imme-
diately after the fall of the bloom, he 
had invented a machine for spraying 
his large orchard of 1,500 trees, and 
had used it during the season of 1884 
with perfect success. A large tank 
filled with the solution was placed upon 
a common wagon, and gearing attached 
to the wheels. The gearing operated a 
pump which forced a stream through a 
hose, throwing a broad spray over the 
whole tree while the wagon was in mo-
tion. The work was speedily done at 
very small cost. A great variety of in-
expensive hand pumps are now being 
made, which will be found sufficient for 
the needs of the ordinary farmer and 
fruit grower. 

Where the application of poisons may 
be considered dangerous, emulsion of 
kerosene and soap may prove efficient, 
and are of great value in destroying 
scale or bark lice and many species of 
caterpillars. 

Pyrethrum is not a poison, but des-
troys certain classes of insects which 
have respiratory glands, by inhalation. 

The question of the proper dilution 
of the virulent poisons used as insecti-
cides is of great importance, and as a 
general guide for a proper formula, I 
append "Official directions furnished by 
the National Bureau of Entomology." 

London purple—To 20 pounds flour 
from to % pound is added and well 
mixed. This is applied with a sifter or 
blower. With 40 gallons water % to y2 
pound is mixed for spraying. 

Paris green —- With 20 pounds flour 
from Ŷ  to one pound is mixed and ap-
plied by sifting or by a blower. The 
same amount of the insecticide to 40 
gallons of water is used as a spray. 

Bisulphite of Carbon—For use in the 
ground a quantity is poured or injected 
among roots that are being infected. 
Against insects damaging stored grain 
or mi'seum material a small quantity is 
used in-an air-tight vessel. 

Carbolic Acid—A solution of one part 
in 100 of water is used against parasites 
on domestic animals ¿and in their barns 
and sheds; also .on the surfaces of plants 
and among the roots in the ground. 

Hellebore—-The powder is sifted on 

alone' or mixed 1 part to.Scfcof flour. 
With one gallon of Water, % pound is 
mixed for spraying» 

Kerosene-Milk Emulsion .-—To 1 part 
milk add 2 parts kerosene, and churn by 
force-pump or other agitator. The but-
ter-like emulsion is diluted ad libitum 
with water. An easier method is to 
simply mix 1 part kerosene with 8 of 
milk. Soap Emulsion:—In one gallon 
hot water y2 pound whale-oil soap is 
dissolved. This, instead of milk, is 
mixed to an emulsion with kerosene in 
the same manner and proportions as 
above. 

Pyrethrum: Persian Insect Powder — 
Is" blown or sifted on dry; also applied 
in water, 1 gallon to a tablespoonful of 
the powder, well stirred and then 
sprayed. 

Tobacco Decoction—This is made as 
strong as possible as a wash or spray to 
kill insect pests on animals and plants. 
— IV. A. Brown, in Allegan Gazette. 

ffiommimicatiotts. 

in glad content, industrious worker of 
the mill, for thou art weaving cloth of 
gold, though thou seest not its luster. 
Plow and plant, and rear and reap, yé 
tillers of the soil, for those brown acres 
of yours are pregnant with nobler fruit-
age than that which hung in Eden. 

The man or woman who is above 
labor, and dispises industry, shows a 
want of commun sense, and forgets that 
every article that is used is the product 
of industry. The air they breathe, the 
circulation of blood in their veins is .the 
industry of the God of nature. 

Extracted Paragraphs. 
[During the past months when has been the 

harvest of Grange work the VISITOR was liberal-
ly supplied with fruits from that abundant in-
gathering which, in some respects, has distinc-
tively marked this year with progress in the 
Order. The columns of our paper have been 
filled by the pens of their readers, in most part. 
It is not needful to say such support is ap-
preciated. 

We still have on hand a large number of papers 
that were read at Grange meetings, reports of 
officers, and other manuscripts that for their 
length, their somewhat local iuterest, and on 
account of the unavoidable delay in their ap-
pearance, are difficult to present in a satisfactory 
manner. A few would gladly see each paper 
printed in its entirety, but the many readers find 
little time or inclination to peruse so much of 
length and of interest to them only in a general 
way. T o meet this embarrassment we have 
selected such passages from these papers as are 
of common helpfullness to all, and give proper 
credit to the papers from which they are taken. 
— E D . 

[From "Scraps," by Mrs. L . E. Cannon, before 
State Farmers' Institute at Rochester,Mich.] 

Let mnsic bring its soothing power, 
And hallowed make the twilight hour. 
In times of peace, or scenes of strife. 
How much like music is our life? 
Each life is like a wondrous melody, 

Or short, or long; 
A wailing cry at first and then a dirge 

Closes life's song. 
Sometimes do long drawn out and sorrowful, 

We wish no more, 
Sometimes one short, sweet, perfect strain 

And life is o'er. 
When hearts are young and happy hope will sing, 

Light on her way, 
Entrancing airs caroled in silvery tone 

The livelong day. 
As wiser, deeper, holier thoughts arise, 

Grand anthems roll, 
Chorus of melody in volume comes 

Thrilling the soul. 
But discords spoil the harmony ere long, 

A grating jar, 
Life's toil and trouble murmurs through the song, 

Its beauties mar. 
Then minor chords in mournful cadence wail 

A low, sad strain, 
In plaintive quavers deitly dies away. 

Life's last refrain. 

Love and joy and hope should smile 
In the farmer's household all the while. 
Let the farmer's wife receive her share 
Of loving thought and tender care. 
Tell her you love her, many a weary wife 
Would find the heartache lifted from her life 
If the dear husband—loving her, no doabt— 
Would only sometimes let the secret out. 
You think she knows it, that's enough, you say, 
And where's the good of telling her each day 
Those simple words, " I love yon," when you 

said 
Them o'er and o'er again the day you wed. 
But do you never think that women's hearts 
Are like the tender plant or grass that starts 
So fresh and full of life? Suppose the rain 
Should deluge them in springtime, then re-

frain. 
Suppose the blessed dew that falls each night, 
And sinks into their hearts with morning light, 
Should say, " I ' m such a little, trifling thing, 
That after all the rain they had in spring 
They'l l hardly need my little offering." 
How would we find the tiny, fragile flower, 
Needing the moisture every day and hour? 
Only a withered, dried up, dying thing, 
Just like the shriveled hearts to which we cling. 
Is there a fountain of perpetual youth? 
Then love must be its source. We find, in truth, 
The loving hearts are those that ne'er grow old, 
For love will treasures give not bought with 

gold. 

[From essay—subject, "Industry:'—written by 
Mrs. R. W. Freeman, Litchfield.] 

A life of idleness is one of the direst 
of all curses. 

The doctrine that industry, even of 
the humblest character, is dishonorable 
we must resolutely trample in the dust 
as false and dangerous, and contend 
that an industrious, honest scavenger is 
really a more honorable man than the 
most fashionable dandy who idles away 
his time on Broadway, in ladies' draw-
ing-rooms, in rinks and in billiard sa-
loons. Thus eschewing false ideas, and 
making every moment fruitful of some 
good to mind or body, to himself or to 
others, he cannot fail of a pleatious har-
vest of advantages as life advances. 
Nothing great is ever achieved except 
by industry and earnest application, 
combined with an orderly arrangement 
of the object in view. From this may 
be clearly seen the importance of habits 
of industry and order. Without them 
little can be done; with them almost 
everything. The working men and 
women of our country are its truest 
nobility. 

Industry and perseverence, coupled 
with fidelity can do anything, but with-
out them nothing can be done. We 
can trace the larger part of vices to the 
idler. Idleness is the nursery of crime. 
Hammer away' thou sturdy smith, at 
that "bar of iron; for thou art bravely 
forging thy own destiny. Weave on 

[From an essay on "The Grange" by Mrs. O. I. 
Watkins.] 

The Grange fits our members for 
true citizens, and attendence at Grange 
meetings will be of more practical and 
valuable instruction, not only in matters 
pertaining to sociability, charity, benev-
olence, visiting, &c., but by serving on 
committees, making reports, participat-
ing in and presiding over debates than 
could be obtained in any other manner. 
The Grange stimulates the latent talent 
as well as the laudable ambition of its 
members, .and places them on their true 
merits, unhampered by the influence of 
sphere or cast, it gives us something to 
do that is Useful both for self and 
others, and provides a place where an 
afternoon or evening can be spent 
away from the temptations and danger-
ous associations that ruin so many of 
our youth, and we are sorry to say, old 
ones too. It also provides tangible, 
practical aid in time of sickness and 
distress; and in the event of death en-
sures a fraternal and decent burial. And 
so we might go on and tell you of the 
many different ways the Grange would 
benefit the farmer and his family if they 
would avail themselves of the privileges 
proffered them by the Grange. 

[From essay read by Miss Jennie Thomas before 
Hillsdale County Pomona Grange. ] 

I think there is but little benefit that 
accrues to any member who goes to the 
Grange from one end of the year to the 
other and never advances one idea for 
the good of the Order morally, socially, 
intellectually, or for its well being in any 
way. If I belong to the Grange merely 
for the social part, I should have to 
talk more, but I can meet friends on 
the streets or at their homes for social 
conversation, and thus save the expense 
of belonging to the Grange. But here 
I find opportunities to learn something 
that shall benefit me hereafter. The 
educational benefits of the Grange are 
not a few. 

[From report of I. M. Carpenter, as W . L. of 
Manistee District Grange.] 

Keep life as long as there is a thread 
of hope. The good time will come 
again and new life will come with it and 
despondency give way. 

I saw a Brother Patron at Reed City 
last month from the State of Pennsylva-
nia, and in our conversation about 
Granges and Grange work, and in speak-
ing of his own Grange, he said to me: 
"Do not be discouraged; seven nfem-
bers of us met once in two weeks for 
one year and a half. It was thought 
and supposed by many that the Grange 
was extinct, but it was not. The cloud 
passed away and the sun shown out 
again brighter than ever, and to-day we 
are the Banner Grange of our county." 

You that are under a cloud take heart; 
it will pass away. You need not die. 
Light and life, the principle (or sun) of 
our Order, is as bright as ever. The 
cloud only obscures for a time; it does 
not affect the sun or great principle, 
which is high up above all clouds and 
cannot be affected by it. A cloud will 
come over a Grange whenever its mem-
bers lose sight of the great principle 
and it begins to ¡rule by individual will. 
So always keep the full force of light, 
and out of the shadow of clouds, keep 
close to the principle and no cloud 
will obscure the true vision, and all will 
be well. 

[From essay—subject, "Honey Bees,"—read by 
T. M. Cobb before Harmony Grange, No. 337.] 

It might be interesting to speak of 
some of the changes produced by the 
introduction of one of these beautiful 
golden Italian queens into a swarm of 
black or German bees. They are sent 
by mail from apiarists who make a 
specialty of raising them, enclosed with 
15 or 20 worker bees in small wooden 
cases, and securely covered in with wire 
netting. Their food while on the 
journey consists of a candy made by 
kneeding fine dry sugar with nice ex-
tracted honey until a stiff dough-like 
candy is made; and it is wonderful how 
securely they go ifl the mail-bags to and 
from all parts of this country, and even 
across the ocean. 

The first thing to be done in intro-
ducing a new queen is to find and re-
move the black queen, which is some-
times quite a difficult matter. Black 
queens are very shy, and it requires a 
skilled eye to catch them. Not so with 
the Italians. They are not so easil 
disturbed, and I have often §een them 
keep right on depositing eggs in the 
tiny cells when handling a frame of 
comb with the bees adhering. 

After taking away the old queen, 
could #e drop the new one right in, the 
job would be soon done, but this 
would be sure death to her majesty. 
She must be caged and put doWh be-
tween the combs among the b « s for 
several hours until she acquires the 
same scent and all get acquainted. The 
skilled apiarist can easily tell by the 
actions of the swarm when it will do to 

liberate her; probably in about 24 or 
48 hours. If she is accepted by the 
bees, and all things are favorable, she 
begins very soon.to perform her matron-
ly duties; and it is wonderful indeed 
what powers she possesses. Those who 
have observed closely state that two to 
three thousand eggs in 24 hours is 
within the laying capacity of a good 
queen during the season of activity, 
when honey is being gathered most 
plentiful. These eggs are tiny white 
specks glued fast in a precisely uniform 
position in the bottom of the empty 
comb-cells. 

In just four days the egg hatches, 
and we can see in the bottom of the 
cell a milk-like substance, placed there 
by the worker bees; floating in this, if 
we look . very closely, we may see a 
speck of a worm. In eight days this 
little worm has grown so fast upon the 
food furnished by the bees that it fills 
the cell, and is then cupped over—shut 
in from sight. It spins a silken lining 
to its cell, and in 21 days from the egg 
cuts the capping from its prison and 
crawls forth a perfect bee. For about 
16 days they are employed within the 
hive in comb-building, cupping cells of 
brood and honey, caring for the hatch-
ing larvae, and are called "nurse-bees." 
After this period they fly to the fields 
and are honey-gatherers. 

If the season is propitious, and all 
things move prosperously within the 
hive, in about four weeks after intro-
ducing this queen of different race and 
golden hue, if we take the cover from 
the top of the frames in the hive in the 
middle of a pleasant day, we shall see a 
beautiful sight—young Italians with 
golden stripes are seen in the place of 
the black ones so numerous before. 
Of this race all are honey-gatherers 
now, and are fast wearing themselves 
out in gleaning the fields for those with-
in the hive. 

In about six weeks the transformation 
is complete, as I have proved again and 
again by my own observation, and the 
beautiful Italians by thousands and 
tens of thousands fill every part of the 
hive, and are sending forth their battal-
ions daily to gather in the sweets that 
nature so lavishly spreads in field and 
forest. 

[From "Scraps," read by Mrs. L . E. Cannon at 
State Farmers' Institute at Rochester, Mich. ] 

" W e are but women. What can women do?" 
Over and over all a long night through, 
That simple statement and the question plain 
Unresting kept my scarcely conscious brain; 
'Till, halt awakened, half asleep, I thought 
Of many deeds by noble women wrought. 

" W e are but women. What can women do?" 
My soul made answer, " A l l she wishes to." 
It is but true when women want more "rights" 
They've naught to do but take them; for all 

heights, 
Al l depths, all breadths, all compass that she 

* will, 
What place so e'er she chooses she can fill. 

Time was when mankind said to her, "thus far 
And no whit farther. There we place a bar; 
And it would be unwomanly to try 
T o overstep the bounds or pass them by." 
But now the answer is, to all, so plain. 
None may repeat the words of this refrain. 

"What can a woman do?" One need but ask, 
What's to be done? No matter what the task 
Or what required. Be it courage, skill, 
Patience, discretion, wisdom, strength or will. 
Through every avenue she enters in 
Where women fail, men need not hope to win. 

T h e Patrons and the Knights. 
E D I T O R G R A N G E V I S I T O R : — T h e labor 

question, the wrongs of the agricultural 
class, adulteration of food and articles 
of commerce, and the liquor question, 
are kindred subjects and are the results 
of a perversion of the God given facul-
ties from their legitimate use. The de-
plorable conditions of things in regard 
to the above subjects are the outgrowth 
of circumstances aided by an almost 
total lack of restraints or balancing 
power in our political and business re-
lations. Men's characters are molded, 
if not made, by their surroundings. 
There is no doubt if those who are 
now the sufferers, and are the loudest 
in denounciation, had been placed in 
the positions of those complained of, 
the situation to-day would not greatly 
differ from what it is. Humanity at 
large has made the conditions, individ-
uals have accepted them. To prove 
this statement, we have only to remem-
ber that the epithet, rascal, is applied 
only to him who fails. He who suc-
ceeds, no matter how reprehensible his 
method, is the shrewd business man, 
and the public is ever ready to do him 
homage, while the noblest work of God, 
an honest man, lives and dies in 
obscurity and poverty. 

To create a sound moral public senti-
ment that shall judge and reward men 
for what they are, and not from what 
they are worth, is the task before us; 
and we may. not hope for its full ac-
complishment until humanity shall ac-
cept and practice the golden rule in its 
letter and spirit. 

Something, however, may be accom-
plished from a lower standpoint. Self-
interest prompts us to act in self-defence, 
and from this plane are projected the 
various movements already begun, to 
establish a inOre equitable system of 
compensation in regard to capital and 
labor, and the supression of other 
wrongs. Hence we have organizations. 
calculated to effect the objects'named. 
The Knights of Labor is one of the last 
formed and is just now occupying a 
prominent place in public " attention. 
Their declaratidn of principles are 
mainly sound, but I fear their actions 
are too hasty and inconsiderate. Their 
ranks are filled with raw recruits who 
are ready to take the offensive with a 


