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Keep the Hoe Going. 
That "ill weeds grow apace" we cannot gain 

say. 
For proofs of the proverb come forth with the 

day; 
If we don't clear them thoroughly out of the 

ground, 
A plentiful crop of their seeds will be found: 

Making waste of our work, without reason or 
gain. 

And changing our prospect of pleasure to pain 
So the use of my motto I now would be show 

ing— 
To keep the weeds down we must keep the hoe 

going. 

Bad temper will grow like a weed in the heart. 
Striking deep with its roots like a venomous 

dart; 
And they who encourage it nourtsh a devil, 
That changes whatever is good into evil; 

Then words that should comfort give nothing 
but sadness, 

And deeds that should bless are productive of 
badness, 

The weed of ill-temper, I now would be show 
ing. 

Must be struck at the root—we must. keep the 
hoe going. 

Intemperance oft is a troublesome weed, 
Changing health to disease, and plenty to need 

Embittering life, destroying all quiet, 
Consuming the household with wasting and 

riot. 
Avoid the temptation, keep out of the folly: 
Why sacrifice gladness to datk melancholy? 

Go work in the garden, and soon you'll be 
knowing. 

Health and mirth may be gained if you keep 
the hoe going. 

Envy, Hatred and Malice are virulent weeds; 
Where charity faileth they scatter their seeds; 

Bright flowers of love, and sweet fruits of 
kindness, 

Are checked by their growth and the soul in 
its blindness 

Takes evil for good, and the wrong for the 
right; 

And goes forth in darkness as hating the light 
Oh! tear up such weeds ere their seeds they 

be sowing 
In the garden of life, and keep the hoe going 

See Hypocrisy spreading a blight on each hand 
Where Candor and Truth have no hold on the 

land. 
See Deception and Craft and Selfishness grow, 
Where Simplicity shrinks like a rose in the 

are too rank in humanity's 
snow. 

Oh, such weeds 
field. 

Too fast in their spread, too malignant their 
yield: 

We must summon our courage to hinder their 
growing, 

We must work, we must wait, we must keep 
the hoe going. 

Come back to the motto, "111 weeds grow apace," 
There's a c 1 " " — — * — u — 1 — *5g • - -

race; 
The Honest and Truthful and Good make the 

running, 
And loss and disgrace are the wages of cun-

ning. 
Cut down the bad weed, give sunshine and air 
To the blooms that are sweet and the grains that 

are fair. 
Be taught as from Heaven to see that I'm 

showing, 
One way to be happy is to keep the hoe going. 

—Western Plowman. 
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A National Experiment Station. 
Why not have a station somewhere in 

this country for the benefit of agricul-
ture, or for all those who produce any-
thing from the soil? 

It has been said that "this country as 
compared with Europe is insect-ridden." 

Then in addition to this great army f>f 
insects, there are innumerable diseases 
that are continually destroying crops in 
different parts of the country, many of 
them so minute in their origin that the 
producer with any means at his com-
mand is perfectly powerless to know 
what the trouble is or how to remedy it. 
This is also the case with the most of 
our insect-pests; therefore he is wholly 
at their mercy, unless some scientist, 
who may happen to be looking the mat-
ter up for the pleasure of the study, 
supplies him with a remedy. It seems 
very unwise for us to longer rely upon 
this uncertain kind of help, but should 
establish and fully equip a station for 
this purpose, supplied with the most 
powerful microscopes, chemical and en-
tomological laboratories with an efficient 
set of men to observe, experiment and 
instruct. With an institution of this 
kind, where we could send specimens of 
insects and diseased plants, I have very 
little fear but they could tell in nearly 
every case what the trouble is, and sup-
ply the help needed. Also an annual 
report from such a place would be of 
untold benefit to the producer. A few 
instances will suffice to show that our 
help has, and must, come from a scien-
tific source. When the silk industry of 
France was ruined by a disease that at-
tacked the larvae of the silk worm, the 
government offered a large bounty for a 
cure, which was worked out by M. Pas-
teur, of recent hydrophobic fame, and 
not by a producer of silk. More re-

cently a cure has been worked out for 
that dreaded disease called "foul brood" 
in bees, that threatened to destroy the 
bee business in this and other countries, 
by Frank Chesure, of London, England, 
with a powerful microscope and chem-
icals. 

We well remember how many fields 
of potatoes were destroyed with our 
own Colorado beetle before we under-
stood the use of Paris green. And now 
comes a cure for mildew and grape-rot; 
also translated from a French report, 
consisting of vitriol, lime and water, 
that is said to have been effectual every 
time tried. 

By the way, France has sent us a 
great many good things in the last two 
hundred years. 

But is it not about time we should be 
self-sustaining in this matter, and not 
have to send there for all our insect 
remedies and send over there all of our 
hydrophobia patients for treatment? 
One more instance will suffice. We 
have a disease known as "peach yel-
lows." It is the only disease that the 
peach tree has that we cannot combat, 
as it has only one other enemy, the 
borer; that we can dig out with a knife, 
or prevent by mounding the tree; but 
the yellows is beyond our ken. The or-
chardists in different localities have seen 
their orchards melt away before this ter 
rible disease, and did not know anything 
to do for it. But recently a scientist 
out on his summer vacation with a mi-
croscope thought he would take a look 
into the matter. He says it is caused 
by bacteria; that it spreads by the pro-
cess of rapid division; it spreads rapid-
ly in water, hence it is worse in wet 
seasons, but potash and alkalies check 
it, and he advises taking out the affected 
trees and destroying them. This is a 
ray of light on this obscurity. But 
where is there a man with the staying 
qualities of a Grant who shall be paid 
by the government so he can devote his 
time and energies to it, and stick to it 
until he can instruct us how to remove 
this bane from one of our finest and 
most profitable fruits? 

A station as mentioned above would 
not cost as much as one of John Roach's 
ships, and I think it would do more 
good for this country than the whole 
"American Navy." It should be of a 
national character, as the diseases and 
pests starting in one State very often 
reach over into another, as in the case 
of the Texan cattle disease and the 
Colorado beetle. 

Our legislators treat agriculture, that 
Webster says is "the chief occupation of 
man," as if it were of the least' impor-
tance of any business in the country; 
but a subject that is of so much impor-
tance to such a large class of our people 
directly, and to all indirectly, should re-
ceive more attention than it does. If 
we are to hold our commercial position 
among the nations of the earth, we will 
have t3 raise large crops and not permit 
them to be destroyed by enemies.—Jos. 
A. Pearce, in Michigan Horticulturist. 

i e t t i t i a n b A m u s e m e n t . 

S M A L L FARMS.—A few years ago what 
a sensation was caused by glowing ac-
counts of the success of bonanza farm-
ing in the northwest! The magazines 
and newspapers fairly reveled in picto-
rial and verbal descriptions of illimit-
able wheat fields, steam and gang plows 
in platoons, reaping machines in squad-
rons and working men in divisions! 
Whoever hears of bonanza farming now? 
Fortunately for the country it has been 
found that big farms do not pay. Near-
ly every experiment has resulted in the 
collapse of wealthy capitalists and cor-
porations. The few big farms cannot 
compete with the many small ones care-
fully and economically tilled by their 
frugal owners. A fortunate discovery, 
this, niot only for the west, but for the 
entire country, for the prosperity of the 
nation depends largely o& the success of 

multitude of small farms personally 
managed by their owners. The soil for 
the tillers thereof!—Rural New Yorker. 

FARMERS who have; experimented 
carefully with roots cljt^n that mangels 
are not only more valuable for. feecSng 
to neat cattle than turnips but can be 
produced at less cost 

H o w t o P a i n t B i g g i e s . 

F A I R B A N K S , G A . , 1 8 8 4 . 
I have used the Coach Body Buggy 

Paint made tby the Patrons' Ingersoll 
Liquid Rubber Paint Wo?ks and it is an 
elegant article to paint up old buggies. 

Yours» B. L. Luci^ 
(See advertisement- Patrons' Paint 

Works.) 

House Cleaning. 
This is the season of the year toward 

which every housekeeper looks with 
dread, to say nothing of the male por-
tion of the household. As spring ap-
proaches, or at least as soon as the sun 
has streamed in enough to show dis-
colored walls, dust and cobwebs, soiled 
paint and windows, every woman feels 
an itching in her finger tips to seize the 
weapons of housecleaning warfare and 
to the battle. 

Now, most assuredly as cleanliness is 
next to Godliness, so it is essential to 
healthfulness. The best of housekeep-
ers, those who are most distressedly 
clean, can not get along without this 
spring renovating; this cleaning of 
nooks and corners, this thorough over-
hauling of the whole house; but I am 
afraid we overdo—tax our strength, en-
durance and patience beyond the proper 
limit. Surely if we feel the effects of it 
upon our systems for the whole summer, 
or a large portion of it, we are doing 
violation to the laws of health, thereby 
laying the foundations for disease. 

As this annual cleaning seems inevit-
able, in fact, is necessary to health and 
the pursuit of happiness, cannot some 
means be devised by which we may 
clean and still keep well; not wear out 
ourselves and the patience of the whole 
family. 

One good man, not far away, is al-
ways particularly anxious as to the 
quantity and quality of meals, especially 
at the house cleaning time—having a 
horror of eating carpet tacks from the 
head of the family flour barrel. Now, 
as he is about like other men, and as 
good temper, a well supplied and order-
ly table is conducive to health, so let us 
have it, especially at house cleaning. 

Would it not be advisable in this 
campaign to wait until assured of warm 
weather, and not rush at it as soon as 
the snow banks have disappeared and 
the air is raw and cold, because we saw, 
when a ray of sunshine streamed in, a 
cobweb dependent from the ceiling. 

Should we not have some system in 
regard to the whole business. There 
was once a dear good woman whom we 
knew, but who has now gone where we 
trust no house cleaning is known, who, 
just as soon as spring was harbingered 
by a single bird, went at this work with 
such vim and vigor, wanting to get a 
bad job quickly over, that she was sick 
herself for weeks after, and every mem-
ber of the family suffered discomfort, 
sore throats and colds from unnecessary 
exposure in a cold, damp house. There 
was no place where disorder, dirt and 
confusion did not reign—every window 
was out, and a draft swept through all 
the rooms that would warrant bad colds 
and sickness. It always makes me 
shiver to see any woman standing by 
an open window washing window cas 
ings, as the sharp draft must reduce the 
temperature very suddenly. 

Could not and ought not one room 
be cleaned at a time; one window 
cleaned and replaced ere another is re-
moved, and our room made tidy, so if 
we must rest, or friends call, we have 
one room settled and in order? 

As to our tables, let them be well 
supplied, for certainly the comfort of 
ourselves and family depend upon it; 
not a bowl of bread and milk hastily 
eaten from one corner of the back 
kitchen table, but good, palatable meals, 
prepared with care, nicely arranged and 
partaken of with leisure. Surely this 
is conducive to happiness, and happi-
ness is sister or near kin to health. 

There need to be no extra work or 
pains taken with the meals, but in so 
many homes during the spring cleaning 
any thing that can be swallowed is 
thought to be sufficient—all comfort is 
lost sight of and nothing but work 
thought of. Go to the cellar and bring 
to light some of that canned fruit that 
has been waiting for company. You 
and your family are of just as much con-
sideration, or should be, as any cem-
pany, and over all and though all keep 
an even tenor of your way that speaks 
of patience and a sweet temper. Be 
careful of yourselves (of course this is 
to sisters only); lift no heavier furni-
ture than you are able; avoid drafts, and 
when you sure through you will escape 

colds, lame backs and aching; 

every stove, save the cooking stove, in 
the house. This we emphatically would 
repeat as we believe it is conducive to 
as much or more ill health than almost 
any one thing else. There are many 
damp raw days even in summer when a 
little fire is necessary to dry the rooms 
and remove the chilliness and even to 
warm them for comfort—especially is 
this desirable when there are young 
children or old people. M R S . M A Y O . 

rtices of S i t t i n g s . 

MRS. MAYO, of Battle Creek, will speak at 
Paw Paw, May n ; Decatur, May 12; Hamilton, 
May 13; Lawrence, May 17. These lectures 
are all public. They will be held in the evening 
of each day mentioned, except the Hamilton 
lecture, which will be in the afternoon. 

bad 
limbs. 

Please bear another word ef exhorta-
tion,and one which we wish every house-
cleaner would heed: Do not feel it 
necessary to take down and store away 

THE next regular meeting of Lenawee County 
Pomona Grange will be held with Morenci 
Grange on Thu sday. May 13, commencing at 
10 o'clock. -

A good literary program will be presented and 
a fine time may be expected. All fourth de-
gree members are cordially invited to attend. 

Fifth degree to be conferred in the evening. 
E. R. FOUCHER 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
NURSERYMEN, FLORISTS AND SEEDSMEN. 

The Eleventh Annual Meeting of this Associa-
tion will be held in The Department of Agricul-
ture Buildings, Washington, D. C., commencing 
Wednesday, June 16, 1886, and continuing 
three days. The Association is the largest body 
of Horticulturists in the country. The objects 
sought, commend themselves to all engaged in 
any of the departments of the Nursery Trade. 
The discussion of questions directly concerning 
the welfare of the trade, new methods of pro-
pagating, new labor-saving devices, making of 
personal acquaintance of others in the trade, ex-
change and sale of surplus stock, exhibition of 
new trees, fruits and plants, are among the many 
reasons why every person interested in Horticul-
tural pursuits should be present at this meeting. 
These meetings come but once a year,—not too* 
often to be most profitable. 

Aside from the great interest and profit at-
taching to the meeting itself, it comes at a time 
of year when after a season of great exertion and 
hurry the Nurseryman feels the necessity of a 
little pleasure, relaxation and rest—and how 
can this be more profitably taken than in 
meetings of this kind with those in the trade. 

The badge system of last year is retained this 
year. A numbered Badge and Badge Book are 
furnished all members, the number on the Badge 
corresponding with the number against the mem-
ber's name in the Badge Book—thus enabling 
all to distinguish any one at the meeting, soon 
as he ascertains the number of his Badge. In 
the Badge Book each can give under his number 
any specialties, surplus stock, new fruit, wants 
of any kind, &c., &c., at a very moderate cost 
The system worked admirably last year, and re-
sulted in many exchanges of Nursery products. 

An Outline Program, hotel and railroad ar-
rangements and other information may be ob-
tained by addressing the Secretary, D. Wilmot 
Scott, Galena, 111. 

THE Van Buren County Pomona Grange have 
a regular session at Hamilton Grange Hall 
Thursday, May 13, at 10 A. M. Mrs. Perry 
Mayo will be present and give a public lecture 
afternoon or evening. All cordially invited. 

J. E. PACKER. 

THE Pomona Grange of Barry County will 
convene with Orangeville Grange on Friday, 
May 28, 1886, at 10 o'clock, A. M. The follow-
ing work is assigned by the Lecturer: 

Welcome to Pomona, Lecturer of Orano-eville 
Grange. 

Response, Bro. Asa Luther. 
Address to Farmers, Nomie Slawson. 
Question—Resolved, That the coinage of the 

silver dollar should he discontinued? Bros. A. 
Parker, L. Barnes, Hammond, F. Bristol, and 
others. 

Recitations—Sisters Cora Mack, Ella Luther, 
H. Allen and Howard. 

Essay—Contagion of- Example. Sister E . 
Honeywell. 

Question—Resolved, That most fanners labor 
too many hours? Bros. G. Brainard, C. Mack, A. 
C. Town, and others. 

Essays—Sisters Durfee, Van Wagner and 
Smith. 

Question—Resolved, That our present laws 
for impaneling juries are an insult to the intel-
ligence of our people? Bros, C. Newland, Geo. 
Sheffield, Fish and Snook. 

Paper—Resolved, That placing woman in a 
class with lunatics and idiots, in denying her the 
rights of suffrage, should no longer be endured. 
Sister Snook. N. SLAWSON. 

THE next meeting of Calhoun County Grange 
will be held at Home Grange Hall, Township 
of Newton, Thursday, May 27. The following 
program for the day has been prepared by the 
Lecturer: 

Reports from Subordinate Granges. 
Potato Culture, W. W. Wickham. 
Our Boys, Mrs. N. J. Cameron. 
Question—Resolved, That none but American 

citizens should be allowed to own American 
soil. S. E. Wood worth, C. C. Poorman, T. A . 
Randall. 

How may the efficiency of our common schools 
be increased? Mrs. John Woodworth, Mis. 
Jane Hicks, Mr. O. Adams. 

Essay—Visiting Schools; Mrs. Ida E. Blanch-
ard. 

Question—Is Plaster, as at present manufac-
tured, beneficial to crops? -Does Salt as a ferti-
hter pay? If so, on what.soils? C. H. Marvin, 
Jonathan Johnson, R. Miller. 

D ° e s it pay the farmer to keep Bees? Thos. 
Webb, C. B. Convis, A. W. Lee. 

Discussion of Congressman O'Donnell's Sugar 
Bill. W. M. Simons, E. M. Brown, Abratn 
M l n S e s - MRS. PERRY MAYO. 
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t o r i i c u f t i t r e . 

To Hepáticas. 
Hooded darlings of the Spring, 

Rarest tints of purple wearing, 
Why delay só long to come 

Boisterous winds and s*howers daring. 

We are tired of hot-house bloom, 
Fanest lilies, royal roses, 

Pine we now for woodland things, 
Scent of spring, the breeze discloses. 

Shall I find you, sweets, to-day, j 
If I to the woods shall hie me, 

Coy and dainty, rarely hued, 
Bluebird crooning near thee maybe. 

Yes you're here at last my loves, 
Fair as in the vanished Springtides. 

Happy months to hold such flowers. 
Every bud a blessing hides! 

Sweethearts ye are just in time, 
For a little maid I kno*, 

Sadly lingering winter out, 
Glad of you will l>e, I trow. 

And 1 think, perchance, your bloom. 
Radiant-winged from winter's grave. 

Hope again will wake in her, 
Tender buds, so sweet and brave! 

• —Helen Chase in Good llousek 

anything else; the roots are tuberous 
and can be kept in the cellar with dah-
lias during the winter. The single dah-
lias are showy and bloom until late. 

| They are a great attraction to bees, but-
[ terflies and humming birds; will grow 

easily from seed if planted the first of 
April. A group of double hollyhocks 

I make a good show during July and Au-
i gust. If the main stalks are cut off as soon 

more, and write more, and do more and 
do it better than they would never to 
molest them. Stir them up Sister, till 
they shall do their utmost for the good 
of the Order; and as you express a de-
sire to see how'I look, if you will give 
me your address I will send you my 
photograph, and that is the best I can 
do, until the 14th of December, when 
your wish may be gratified if you will 

as flowering is over, the side shoots will j come to the State Grange. 

•ping-

W h e n to Plant E v e r g r e e n s . 
I observe in the last number of the 

V I S I T O R an inquiry as to the best time 
and manner of planting evergreens to 
insure the best success. 

The best time is before new growth 
commences in spring, although it is often 
done successfully afterwards. I would 
not advise removing such trees after an 
inch of new growth has been reached. 
After the new growth is completed they 
may be successfully transplanted if the 
ground is not too dry. 

The first requisite for successful plant-
ing is to have live trees. The sap of an 
evergreen is resinous, and if the roots 
are exposed to sun or wind long enough 
to become dry the tree is dead and past 
all hope. I never allow them to be ex-
posed at all when I can possibly help it. 
More care is necessary in a dry day 
than in a cloudy or moist one. Cut off 
all broken roots, and such as have been 
cut or bruised in digging should be cut 
off smoothly; then plant in a hole large 
enough to spread out the roots in their 
natural position. Work the. fine soil 
well in among the roots so as to fill every 
space, and press it down with the foot. 
A little water sprinkled on the roots be-
fore covering will cause the soil to ad-
here to them. 

I would say to I. A. Palmer that other 
circumstances than the time of planting 
his maples caused their failure to grow. 
Young thrifty maples with plenty of root 
kept moist when out of the ground and 
well planted in it will pretty surely grow 
regardless of "moons" and "signs." 

H E N R Y C O L L I N S , Nurseryman. 

Planting b v e r g r e e n s . 
D. li., of North Burns Grange, asks 

for instructions as to the best time and 
manner of planting to insure success. I 
have had considerable experince as well 
as a good opportunity for observation 
in the last ten years, and in my mind 
there is no particular choice in the time 
of setting. I have set them late in the 
fall and early in the spring with equally 
good results. In cases of fall planting 
the trees are all in readiness for an 
early start in »he spring, and make a 
larger growth during the first summer, 
otherwise I consider the spring equally 
as advantageous. More depends on 
properly setting them. Dig the holes 
sufficiently large to admit of all the 
roots lying straight, then sprinkle loose 
dirt over and among them and press it 
lightly wish.your hand; then proceed to 
fill up the balance. If planted in a dry 
place or late in the spring, I would 
recommend that from a peck to a half 
bushel of small potatoes be buried 

to hold the dampness, 
mulch *\vill answer the same 

C . A . L E O N A R D . 

start out and bloom until frost. If you | 
I want a single specimen of canna, try | 
I the new Ehemanii. The foliage is a fine j 
| green, and the flowers are as large as a | 
I gladiolus, crimson in color. The canna ; 
i requires deep, rich soil, plenty of water, j 
j and the sunniest place. A group of half 1 
| a dozen bulbs of Hyacinthus candicans 

will make a good show from August on. 
| The flower stems are from three to five ! 
j feet high, with white, bell-shaped flow- j 
j ers. The bulbs can be left in the ground, 
j or lifted like gladiolus.—Good House-
j keeping. 

THE best time to plant out evergreens 
is in August. Great care should be 
taken in removing and setting so as not 

I to injure the roots. In planting a hedge 
prepare the ground well and make it 
very mellow. Set the plants about four 
feet apart. I would prefer those that 
are not more than two feet high, well 
spread and thrifty. After they are 
about three feet high shorten them by 
shearing top and sides, but not between 
the plants. I think it better to shear in 
August, as I have done for a number of 
years. You then have a handsome 
hedge through the whole year. I used 
to shear my hedges and single trees in 
the spring; but of late years I have 
sheared in August, and it is a great im-
provement. After a hedge gets to the 
hight you want it—I shear closely to 
keep it in proper shape—some branches 
require to be cut more than others so as 
to keep the hedge smooth and uniform 
in hight and width. Arbor-vitae and 
Norway spruce can be sheared in any 
shape or form you choose to suit your 
fancy.—Michigan Horticulturist. 

C O R T L A N D H I L L . 
Bengal, Mich. 

Qrommunicattotts. 

among the roots 
or a good 
purpose. 

Wexford County. 

A b o u t B e d d i n g P l a n t s . 
In regard to bedding-plants, the gera-

nium still stands at th,e head for a con-
tinuous flowering bedding-plant that will 
stand the hot suns, strong winds, and 
changeable weather of our New En-
gland summers. Beds made entirely of 
them, or bordered with coleus or dwarf 
blue or white ageratum, are satisfactory 
all summer. The best white-edged gera-
nium for a border is Madame Salleroi. It 
grows about six inches high in a rounded 
clump, has medium-sized leaves of green 
with white edge, stands the hottest sun 
without browning. If you invest in it 
you will not be disappointed. 

One or two shades of the same color 
are more effective in a bed than mixed 
colors. The double have more lasting 
flowers than the single. The single 
blooms are scattered by high winds and 
siowers, while the double ones hold on. 
For a fine scarlet bed try B. K. B l i s s -
good foliage, intense scarlet semi-double 
flowers that measure from an inch to 
two inches singly. A pure rose pink 
bed can be made of Emile d< Giradin 
—double flower, g r e e n foliage without 
zone, good 6ized trusses/ Queen of the 
Fairies has a perfect shaped flower of 
salmon pink, double. The varieties are 
almost endless. 

For a late show in the garden the sal-
vias are brilliant, easily grown. A small 
plant set out the last of May will bloom 
from the last of July onward; as the 
weather grows cooler the scarlet tassels 
glow with more intense color. The 
blue variety, S. patens, is different in 
growth and flower, but showy. The 
flowers are deep, intense blue, unlike 

E n c o u r a g i n g Reply to C o r r e s -
p o n d e n t s . 

The last V I S I T O R contains words of 
cheer to all lovers of our noble Order. 
Six new Granges organized in Michigan 
and five old ones resurrected to new 
life. A Grange reorganized in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, with Hon. Norman 
J. Colman, the Commissioner of Agri-
culture, lor Master, calls vividly to my 
mind what I heard Mortimer Whitehead 
say several years ago. When lie was 
first elected Lecturer of the National 
Grange, he said, he wrote to the Com-
missioner of Agriculture at Washington, 
asking his co-operation with the Grange 
in raising the standard of agriculture to 
a higher grade, and giving it that im-
portance to which it was justly entitled. 
After waiting some time, Bro. White-
head received the following short, 
pointed, crank reply: 

WASHINGTON, D . C . , Jan., 10, 1878. 
Mortimer Whitehead: 

SIR:—This Department does not recognize the 
Grange. Respectfully, GEO. B. LORING, 

Commissioner of Agriculture. 

How it must 'cheer the heart and 
brighten the hopes of our gifted Lec-
turer, to look back only eight years and 
think of that impudent reply, that "this 
Department does not recognize the 
Grange," and then learn that the head 
of that same Department now wields 
the gavel in the Master's chair. The 
world moves and so does the Grange. 

I am glad that Bro. Cobb has come 
to the conclusion to shut down on 
showing up "this miserable business" 
of selling Bohemian oats. If Patrons 
and others have not had warnings 
enough already, neither would they 
listen though one should arise from the 
dead. I have no sympathy for any one 
that is bitten by Bohemian swindlers. 
If they want to be bitten let them bite. 

O. R. E. (and I do not know whether 
this means golden ore or iron ore) does 
me injustice by saying: "I find no 
authority beyond Bro. Hill, for casting 
the stigma on our first parent for being 
a bloated bond-holder." In all my 
writing I have never intimated that our 
first parent was a bond-holder, although 
he might have been the wealthiest bond-
holder on earth if he had only taken the 
sum of two cents when he was first 
married and kept it out at compound 
interest, he would now have a rich 
legacy for each of his poor descend-
ants. 

Bro. M. T. Cole asks, "Does Court-
land Hill really believe that Gov. Alger 
and ex-Gov. Begole are thieves?" and 
adds, "he conveys that idea in Postal 
Jottings of March 15." I think the 
Brother is very much mistaken to think 
that I èver conveyed any such idea. 
This is the statement he refers to: "If 
the people require a candidate to pay 
$20,000 for a 11,000 office, how much 
do they expect him to steal to make 
himself good?" Now, if the Brother 
will answer this question, I think he 
will not ask me to "qualify my remarks;" 
or, if he thinks this statement extrava-
gant, let him ask Worthy Master Luce 
what the price of admission is to the 
candidacy for Governorship. 

"Old Maid" has come to the surface 
again, and says: "My own Grange think 
me a pudding-stick, for I keep them 
stirred up." Many Patrons need a 
good deal of stirring up, for they say 

In t h e N o r t h w e s t . 
VI. 

North Idaho was settled as the tide ! 
of immigration overleaped the bounds ! 
of prudence in California 20 or 25 years 
ago. Those restless spirits, penetrated 
these unknown wilds in search of gold. 
They found it. Various camps sprang 
up. Ori Fino, 100 miles east of Lewis-
ton, reached a population of 6 , 0 0 0 or 
8 , 0 0 0 . Elk City, 6 0 miles southeast of 
Mt. Idaho, and many other camps— 
Warren's, Florence, etc.,—were formed 
where the precious metal was discovered. 
But no famous bonanzas, such as Cali-
fornia and Nevada furnished, were found 
here. True, many men made money. 
Most of the work was placer as no good 
ledges were discovered. Men then 
wouldn't work, couldn't work, for less 
than $8 or $10 a day. It took a good 
sized fortune to live here a year. Tra-
ders got rich, but the toilers generally 
left with nothing but their increasing 
knowledge. Of course ledges must ex-
ist or there could be no placers. Dis-
coveries are made from time to time in 
this line. New stamp mills are being 
taken away back into the mountains, 
sometimes to the very localities where 
so many wrecked their fortunes and 
their lives 20 years ago. Ori Fino, now 
Pierce City, is to-day a deserted place, 
only forty white men living in and with-
in 40 miles of it; 300 or 400 Chinese 
hold the place occupying the great 
buildings and continuing the work of 
mining. No one knows how much they 
make; they all "no sabee." But even 
here the patient prospector is, it seems 
about to be iewarded, for this summer 
a fine vein of gold-bearing quartz has 
been discovered, and some of the ore 
is even now in Omaha undergoing re-
duction. 

The fame and the ignomy of the 
Cœur'd Alene mines is well known. 
The U. P. R. R. gave the discovery a 
great puff in its circulars, which led 
many eastern laborers to the field. 
They came by the car loads. They 
didn't find gold so abundant that they 
could fill their pockets; no labor could 
be obtained; hunger came on. The 
gambling and other dens quickly rid 
them of their little cash; the pawnshops 
soon received their blankets, they must 
have something to eat; next their revol-
vers, guns, coats, boots, anything for a 
meal. Great, strong men wept from 
want and misery; crimes multiplied; 
winter hastened on and the shivering, 
disheartened, reckless mass was driven 
out. They are scattered, gone. Some 
are trying to pay for land, some drift 
away down the coast, some "tramped" 
back to their eastern homes, sadder but 
wiser men. That action of the U. P. 
wrecked many a promising life, ruined 
many a pleasant nome. To be sure 
there is gold in the Cœur d' Alene re-
gion, but it will take great capital and 
time to develop the mines. In winter 
the whole country there is covered with 
five to eight feet of snow, and the cold 
at that altitude is exceedingly severe. 

The only claims that can be mined 
by the laborer are the bars in the riv-
ers. Nearly all these, however, are in j 
the possession, or rather control, of the 
Chinese. A Chinaman cannot pass ti-
tle to a mine, but they hold them "aile | 
samee." The whites only worked the ! 
rocker here when everything else failed, 
because they said they couldn't pan out 
wages. The Chinese take those same 
places and make money—no one knows 
how much, they never tell anything— 

and secure this dust it would be a god-
send to them. Methinks you say, why 
don't they do it? Because the China-
men are too thick. They have dug over 
all the easily accessible bars and now 
away up in the wildest places they con-
gregate in vast numbers on every bar. 
that shows "color," living in rude huts 
constructed partly under ground, and 
no white man or set of men, except 
they are sufficiently numerous to over-
awe the heathen, can stay near them. 
Many and many a "floater" is picked 
up in the Snake and Columbia Rivers 
whose identity is never known—the re-
sult of going too near the Chinese. Any 
inquiry made of them, they all "no sa-
bee." They cannot be dislodged ex-

j cept they are scared out. But the Chi-
naman is not the coward he is proverbi-

• ally made out to be. When he does 
I fight he fights tenaciously, and his re-
| venge is implacable. In a light it is al-
i ways to the death. Between themselves 
j it is just the same—kill. But we will 
j revert to this question again; it is a 

great one and ought to be more of a na-
j tional one. 

j The gold output of Idaho is no doubt 
greater than is generally supposed. No 
statistics can be had in legard to the 
amount of dust the Chinese carry out. 
A great many dollars of it finds its way 
into circulation from the hands of In-
dians, whites, and what little purchases 
the Chinese make of *flour, bacon and 
beans. To an eastern man it seems 
queer to see the gold scales as a neces-
sary part of the outfit of every border 
store. The dust is generally put up in 
little balls about the size of green peas, 
and ranges in value from $12 to $15 per 
oz. Troy. The cunning Chinese here 
are up to the fine Yankee tricks. They 
find various jvays to adulterate the dust. 
For instance, they take copper, file it 
up and mix with the gold. Sometimes 
silver money is used. Thus the real 
value is sometimes reduced to $8 and 
$10 an ounce. They can easily pass it 
off on the Indian and on some traders. 
When a trader gets $ 5 0 0 worth on hand 
he ships it to San Francisco and gets its 
value in legal money at the United 
States Mint. The total output of bul-
lion from south Idaho last year was 
about $ 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . Probably $1,000,000 
was taken out of north Idaho. Valu-
able bromides, carbonates, sulphides, 
and even free gold, have been discov-
ered this season, and that, too, right 
where people have prospected more or 
less for years. We may look for a great 
increase in the product of this industry 
in the future, especially as the new chan-
nels for shipment by rail offers greater 
inducements to the money gatherer. 
For years it has been known that valu-
able deposits of copper and, gold exist 
in the Seven Devils; but as that ore is 
difficult to reduce and the locality was 
so isolated no attention was paid to it. 
Now the construction of the Oregon 
Short Line within a hundred miles or 
so of it has given a new impetus to pros-
pecting in that quarter, resulting in the 
wonderful Pine Creek mines of Oregon 
and new stakings in the Seven Devils of 
Idaho. Whether there are any veins or 
lodes such as those found in Arizona, 
Nevada, Colorado and New Mexico re-
mains to be seen. Judging from the 
past one is apt to say that there are not; 
but just over in Montana the Anaconda 
and other mines are proving to be fine 
properties, and at Ketchum, Hailey and 
Boise, in south Idaho, the mills are do-
ing good work, with no show of exhaus-
tion. Future railways may develop an-
other Colorado up here in the north. 

From My Diary. 
SUPERFINE ENGLISH. 

It is the fate of the pedant to be al-
ways wrong. Your true prig of a pedant 
goes far out of th; way to be far more 
correct than other people, and succeeds 
in the end in being far more ungram-
matical or illogical, or both at once. 
The common meanings, the common 
idioms, the common pronunciation of a 
Vrord are not enough for him He must 

always "no sabee." Certain it is, they have something better, and in his labor 
work there a year or two and return toChi-
na with their pockets full of gold. They 
come here, are not awed by our laws, 
nor will they let any disputes be settled 
by our courts. They settle their cases 
by their own code, worship their own 
gods, trade with their own merchants, 
gather the gold from our soil and go 
back to China with it. Every dollar 
they secure is lost to America. They 
do not make any improvements. We, 
as a people, derive absolutely no bene-
fit from their presence; but on the other 
hand see what we lose—the degradation 
of labor down to a slavery basis; the 
introduction of villainous habits of opi-
um-smoking and the lowest of low gam-
blrng-houses and houses of ill-fame; the 
loss of respectable white women of ev-
ery position of domestic servant and 
laundrying, each of which some day 
would make a happy, prosperous Amer-
ican . home; the forcing of American 
women into questionable occupations 
as a means of making a living, and the 
dropping of America's gold into China's 
coffers. This toleration of the presence 
of Chinese under the "company" sys-
tem of slavery (which we will fully ex-
plain at some futnre time) is like spread-
ing the government of China over 
American territory so far as their own 
people are concerned. And the day is 
coming when white men will be very 
glad to go on those bars and pan out 
from $2 to $5 a day or even $1; nay, it 
is here now. Could .those ranchers of 
Camas Prairie go down to Salmon River 

for superfine correctness gets something 
vastly worse. He is so grammatical that 
he must needs dispute against his oppo-
nent instead of disputing with him, not 
knowing that the word with in its organ-
ic sense means against, and that it still 
retains that meaning in withstand, with-
hold, withdraw, and many other familiar 
expressions. He never tires of harping 
on the famous phrase, "the two first 
chapters," which the national school-
master and h s ilk have denounced for 
the last hundred years. Yet the Eng-
lish people with solid sense will still go 
on talking correctly about the tAO first 
chapters despite the universal school-
master's anathema. For they don't 
mean the first two as opposed to the 
second two> or third two, and so forth, 
as the superfine critic would make us 
believe. They have not mentally di-
vided all chapters and things into; regu-
lar pairs, two and two, like the animals 
that went into the ark. They mean 
merely to distinguish the two first from 
the third, and fourth, and fifth, and all 
subsequent chapters whatsoever. T o 
get the full absurdity of this superfitie 
principle of the schoolmaster, take the 
trucial instance of the two first Norman 
kings (there were but three Norman 
kings), therefore the first two cannot 
possibly be compared with the second 
two, but they can be with the third 
alone. But says the prying pedant, 
there couldn't conceivably be two firsts, 
there was but one first, and one second. 
Nonsense! We can have fifty firsts, if 

the sovereign people wills it. There are 
two who came first and a third who 
came after them. The genius of the 
language has settled that question long 
ago and the genius of the national 
schoolmaster cannot controvert it. Your 
hypocritical pedant instead of calling 
that beautiful plant ca-mel-lia, he must 
be a little more correct and say ca-tnel-a, 
which is a ranli hybrid of the true Latin 
name camellia. T o such pedants one is 
tempted to give Dr. Parr's reply to the 
inquirer who asked whether the right 
pronunciation was Samaria or Sa-mar-
cia: "You may thay Tha-mar-cia if 
you like, but Thamaria ith quite good 
enough for me.". Then again these very 
learned pedants must bring into their 
English histories the oriental and classi-
cal words bedizened with all their Sans-
krit or Persian dots, marks and accents 
artistically interspersed among the me-
andering syllables. Mahomet is printed 
Muhammed, Mogul is Mughal, and that 
name so delightful to old and young in 
oriental tales—Hai oun-el-Rashid—has a 
pedantic peppering with assorted dots, 
commas and accents. What possible 
good can result from thus sprinkling the 
Arabian Nights with this antique Arabic 
peppering? It is unbearable. But when 
it comes to poisoning the mind of the 
youth with Kwong-fu-tzi instead of the 
familiar Confucius we rise in rebellion 
against it. These critics seem to forget 
that the English is a distinct and sepa-
rate language, and that not one reader 
in ten thousand, not even pedants, can 
have an inkling of Greek, Sanskrit, As-
syrian, Chinese, Welsh, Hottentot or 
Gaelic. Life is too short, and yeur lin-
guistic Cardinal Mezzofantis and Dr. 
Parrs left no issue. And what shall we 
say of the Hellenists who have started 
the craze on classic names when they 
talk of Thou-kid i-des for Thucidides, 
of Aischulus for Aeschylus, of Ki-ser 
for Caesar, of Kick-e-ro for Cicero, and 
so on to the end of the classical chap-
ter. But they do not stop here. Look 
into the work of the most popular Eng-
lish historian of the day whose hyper-
critical pedantry will not let him talk or 
write about Alfred the Great, he must 
talk about Aelfred, when the true Saxon 
is simply Alfred. And that beautiful 
but immoral Elfrvia of our vexed school 
days is printed in the unpronounceable 
Aelfthryth, and the beautiful Lady Go-
diva in the terriffic GWgifu, and the 
pleasant Audrey (short for Etheldreda) 
is in the barbaric Aethelthryth. All this 
over fine, rank pedantry comes from be-
ing a hypercritical slave to mere ex-
pression. 

Grote's history of Greece and Green's 
history of the English people are both 
disfigured with this antique, terriffic 
spelling of names. Thanks to the ster-
ling good sense of Charles Knight, his 
history of England is not made unpro-
nounceable and offensive with its an-
tiquated, barbaric names. v. t¡. 

" T a k i n g to the W o o d s . " 
E L M I R A , M I C H . , April 6 , 1 8 8 6 . 

E D I T O R G R A N G E V I S I T O R : — T h i n k i n g 
it might be of interest to at least a few 
of your readers, I will send you a de-
scription of our village of Elmira: 

It is situated in Otsego County, on 
the G. R. & I. R. R., 25 miles south of 
Petoskey, 12 miles from Gaylord, the 
county seat of Otsego County and 16 
miles from Bellaire, the county seat of 
Antrim County. Elmira lies on the 
county line between the counties of 
Otsego and Antrim, the village being 
partly in each county, and has a popu-
lation of 400 or 500 people. It is 
pleasantly located, and the lands in 
Otsego and Antrim Counties are uni-
formally good for farming purposes, and 
equal to the best in the Traverse region 
or southern Michigan. The soil is a 
sandy loam underlaid and mixed with 
limestone gravel; the surface is level or 
rolling and the country is watered by 
fine springs, spring brooks and beauti-
Yul lakes. It is timbered with maple, 
beech, basswood, birch, rock elm and 
hemlock. The land produces excellent 
spring and winter wheat, hay, oats, bar-
ley, and the finest potatoes; and in 
short all other root crops -that can be 
found in the State we have in Elmira. 

The timber, which is very large, 
straight and fine, is disposed of in 
various ways. We have two saw mills, 
stave and heading mill, and there is 
now a stock company putting in, in con-
nection with G. A. Hubbard's mill, a 
large handle factory, capable of turning 
out a car-load of handles daily, which 
will use from three to five million feet 
of hardwood yearly. We also have a 
contract with the Mancelona Iron Fur-
nace Company to furnish a large amount 
of cord-wood for charcoal. They are 
to put in coal kilns this spring, and pay-
cash for wood, which will make this one 
of the best markets for hardwood of 
any place in northern Michigan, and 
largely assist the farmer in clearing his 
land cheaply, and furnish work for al-
most any number of men who will come 
here. There is plenty of good land 
here which can be bought for from 
$7.00 to $15.00 per acre, and generally 
$8.00 to $10.00 on easy terms. 

I came here from Union City two 
years ago the first of this month. I did 
not get much land cleared for crops the 
first summer. Last season, however, 
I put in 45 acres of spring crops and 35 
acres of winter wheat. I commenced 
putting in spring wheat about the 10th 
of May, which is two or three weeks too 
late. I did not sow my oats until the 
6th of June, which is too late to give 
them a fair chance; then I planted my 


