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American Bred Stock.

Imported stock is about the last foreign
fancy to which we cling. Itis an idea
which has sprung up in the last fifty
years. Before that time a month more
or less was required for a trip across
the ocean, and - their transportation by
land was impracticable. Since that time
the importing and breeding of fancy
stock has become an enormous busi-
ness.

These imported animals have shown
how much skillful attention to fixed
principles in breeding, with an intelli-
gent object in view, will improve and
establish certain characteristics of ani-
mals. The butter Jersey, beef Short-
horn, milk Holstein, draft Percheron or
Clyde, fleet Hambletonian are all pro-
duced by attention to one particular ob-
ject in breeding. These principles have
been adopted by American breeders
with native stock until there is now
American bred stock of which none
need be ashamed. For this improve-
ment we are not indebted to imported
stock only to the extent of a good ex-
ample.
Away back in history, lovers of rare
beef in merry old England have been
improving Shorthorn as a breed. Ham-
bletonian horses trace .back to those of
the Arabs who skillfully bred horses ages
ago. This gives an idea of the long
time required to fix these different types
of imported stock. While the shrewd
Yankee has not such advantage of time
in this new country, he must make up
in skill what he lacks in time.
Inquiries for Morgan horses have
been frequent in journals devoted ex-
clusively to horses. They are native
horses skillfully bred, and their speed,
endurance, spirit and syrmetry have

pacity, and every man, woman and child
could find quick employment at good

There is no reader of stock and farm
papers who does not repeatedly read
calls for general purpose animals and
exact descriptions of what.is wanted.
For instance descriptions of an ideal
farm horse extracted from leading ag-
ricultural journals do not, strange to
say, differ from each other in any es-
sential particular.  Fifteen hands high,
twelve hundred pounds weight, a three-

symmetry and beauty make the general
purpose horse. The same might be said
of other farm animals. A farmer does
not wish a cow for all butter, all beef,
all milk—nor a sheep for all wool or all
mutton.

This is said of the general purpose farm -
er, not the specialist. .If a farmer was
making a - business of supplying a hotel,
watering place, or families with butter,
he needs a butter cow, and so with other
specialists. No fault need be found
with breeders of foreign stock, but the
future breeder who disregards the in-
creasing and unmistakable demand for
American bred acclimated stock will
not be wise to his best interests or loyal
to his patriotism.
No breeder, however skilled or prom-
nent, can do this alone. He might have
a perfect ideal animal in his mind, but
when he died the work: would cease.
His work already accomplished would
not be lost, but who would carry it
farther? The improvement of Short-
horns. did not stop with Bates, Booth,
Renick or Hamilton, skillful as they
were. The ideal was fixed by the Herd
Book Association, *known and read of
all men.” E. W.S.

Twenty Years Ago and Now.
Twenty years ago the farmers, the la-
borers and the business ,men were hav-
ing a season of prosperity and a busi-
ness boom. In the markets farm prod-
ucts commanded a good price. Every
store, shop, mill, mine, plantation and
farm were crowded to their utmost ca-

minute gate, with certain points of

etc.

been noted all over the country in
such descendants as Hero, Black Hawk,
Another family of horses were
popular in New York and other States a
few years ago called
County horses from the place of their
rearing. There has been less systematic
improvement of a national character in
cattle than other farm animals. - The
improvement has been mostly in cross-
ing imported upon native stock. Yet
the native or woods cow has been skill-
fully bred in dairy districts.
browsed in summer, wintered on straw,
thankful for the leeward 'side of the
straw-stack Dbefore the days of tight
barns, she made the family butter, furn-
ished all the milk, raised a lot of calves
and a dozen babies to the family. Well
done, good and faithful servant.
there was any danger of her extinction
she should hage a monument to her
memory. But she is still doing business
at the old stand. Chester white hogs
and Plymouth Rock fowls further show
American skill in breeding, and im-

ported breeds must get up early and
stay up late to excel them. Other
breeds of swine and fowls owe their
best characteristics to American breed-
erse The same ‘may be said of the
American Merino; while tracing back
to the Spanish Merino its chief excel-
lences are due to American skill and are
essentially American, according to
name. He has not been a close ob-
server'of the drift of events who fails to
see that we are tending swiftly to a race
of American bred stock. Breeders of|i
imported or foreign bred stock are sell- | t
ing mainly to each other or those who
intend to become breeders, Their sales
are not increasing among the majority
of American farmers.

grets to see such vast sums of money
which might be kept at home spent
abroad for imported stock. Nations
like individuals must sell high and buy
cheap, instead of sending cheap animals
abroad and importing expensive ones at
fancy prices. This balances the wrong
way. That was a popular idea of ex-
Commissioner LeDuc, who wished to
save importations of tea, coffee and
sugar by producing the same in the
United States. = There is less excuse for
importing live stock now than formerly;
not that breeders should pay less atten- | y

bred stock for the use of specialists, but
more to the improvement of native|d

Vice-President : Tromas S. Cors, Cashier. febryz

ficient laborers.
to 85c., corn 30 to 40c., pork 4 to 4Yc.,
wool 15 to 25c. and butter 10 to 25c,and
yet politicians are trying to pacify us by
saying. “It can’t possibly make any dif-
ference financially, for every other com-
modity has correspondingly gone down
with the price of farm products.

down with farm products? Will a bushel
of wheat buy as much of everything to-
day as it would twenty years ago? How

salaries of officers, military, naval and
civil from the President down to the
pathmaster; and all fees .and emolu-
: ments.

The patriotic, calculating Yankee re- | law and
goes down. Again do the number of dol-
lars in our indebtedness drop when the
prices of farm products drop? Does the
national indebtedness diminish with the
shrinkage of prices? If not, then it
does make a difference, and a bushel of
wheat will not buy as much and pay as
much to-day at 8oc. as it would twenty
years ago at $2.
Twenty years ago at $2 roo bushels
would buy just 160 acres of good land.
To-day at 8oc it will bny only 64 acres.
Twenty years ago 774 bushels would let

tion to the skillful breeding of foreign | day it takes 183/ bushels.
ago 5oo bushels would lift a one thousand

wages. Every industry and everybody
were having a festive - jubilee. But to-
day how changed! ' Our farms and our
products go begging for a market. Men
and ‘women are seeking employment,
many of them only to be turned away.
The fire in the furnace has gone out.
The spindle and the loom are idle. The
farm and plantation are worked with
just as little help as possitle, and the
employes and laborers ard flying from
their homes to get away from starvation
and are asking a crust from door to
door. What has made this difference?
Why, in those days of prosperity. there
was probably more money ‘“per capita”
in circulation than has been before or
since. Then in our State wheat ranged
from $2 to $2.10; corn about 65 cents.
I sold one hog (weight, 415 Ibs.,) for
$45.65, which at the same time of year
now would bring $16.60. Then wool
was 4oc to soc, and butter 23 to soc.
Then two to five clerks were required in
nearly every country store. The shops
and mills were thronged with employes
and farms were well supplied with ef-
But to-day wheat 8o

Let’s see. Has everything else gone

s it with railroad fare, railroad freights,
he price of government land, taxes,

These things are all fixed by
never go down when wheat

Notice the difference.

ouride on the railroad 500 miles. To-
 Twenty years

ollar mortgage; to-day it takes 1250 |

stock for general purposes.

bushels.

| ence? Brother farmer can’t you grow |
| the 500 bushels that lifts a thousand dol-
'lar mortgage a little easier than you
| can the 1250 bushels? We are also told
| that the stoppage of silver coinage won't !
| make money any scarcer, nor drop
| prices any fower. Just as soon will the
brook run the same volume of water
after the showers cease to come. If a
gold dollar is worth 20 cents more than
a silver dollar, then the bondholder gets
just $200,000 extra for every miilipn of
dollars that has been or wili be paid in
gold. S. A. SLADE.
Wayland, Mich.

Interest Charges in Farming.

Bro. CosB:—In the VIsiTor of the
15th inst. isan article from Wm. Strong
headed “Wheat,” giving the average per
acre of the State 36 years ago and up to
this time.

There is only one point I take issue
with him, to-wit: where he charges. to
one crop of wheat two years' interest. 1
claim only one. Bro. Strong and my-
self had a very pleasant box (dry goods)
social, lasting one hour, last summer in
Kalamazoo, and this disputed point
came up: for consideration. I made
figures and drew a diagram, and sup-
posed I had him fixed, *‘but like the man
converted against his will,” &c., I fear
not.

Now, Bro. Cobb, I will leave this
question to you and the readers of the
VISITOR to arbitrate between Bro.
Strong and myself. The position I take
is that the entire farm produces a crop
of wood, pasture, meadow, wheat, corn,
oats, and fruit annually. Where one
crop begins another ends, and only one
year’s interest can be charged to one
crop. Perhaps Bro. Cobb will say that
annual crop of wood ought to be charged
with interest for 100 years, for it oceu-
pied the ground for that length ef time.
Also the fruit crop, for it has occupied
the ground for from 3 to 20 years. Cer-
tainly he will not claim but only one
year’s interest for corn, oats, meadow
or pasture, but wheat is the sticker.
Let us see about that. Statistics show
that 55 per cent. of last year’s crop was
raised on oats and wheat stubble and
after corn, and only one year’s interest
can be charged in that case; 1o per
cent. was on new ground. Like the
crop of wood he may want the charge
interest in this case 100 years. I have
now disposed of 65 per cent. of the
wheat crop,upon which he will readily ad-
mit only one year’s interest can be charg-
ed,leaving 35 per cent. to divide amongst
clover, timothy sod and summer fallow..
The latter is a relict of pioneer days,
and is not in practice to any great ex-
tent, or not-to exceed 5 per cent. of the
entire crop. I think I am safe in saying
of the 35 per cent. remaining 2o per
cent. is not plowed until after harvest
(pasture and meadow sod) leaving 10
per cent. plowed in the month of June,
the crop harvested the next year in
July, or say 13 months; can he or ought
he to claim two. years’ interest in this
case? We charge to our corn and oat
crop one year’s interest when they only
occupy. the ground about six months,
This is @ question worthy of much
thought by the farmers of Michigan.

A. C. TownE.

Prairieville, Mich. March 23, 1886.

PouLTRrY.—Absurd questions are asked | t
By many persons as to the use of incu-
bators, thus showing how little is known
of them. Poultry is not exported, but
we imported in 1882 13 million dozen
eggs. Rudd and other poultry raisers | t
receive eight to ¢10,000 a year from this
one industry by keeping the better
breed. You should cull out the poor
and keep only the best. Poultry is of | t
more value pecuniarily than keeping
cattle, when the breedis improved. A
number of fowls fifty years 2g0 were not
in existence. Poultry shows were not
known then, and no Papers on the sub-
ject. To-day we have fifty. The in-
cubator is a modern invention, and
chickens can be hatched cheaper in
that manner than by the mother hen.
When a hen first forms a desire to set,
if you confine her to a small space, with
no nest, she will give up that desire. I
use a “Success” incubator, and have
hatched on three occasions roo per |V
cent. ‘of fertile eggs, on another 96

per cent, . and 981/ per cent. on the
fifth occasion. The hen averages far | C
below that; not over 6o per cent. The |P
object of using the incubator is to get
the eggs out early in the spring, as you | &
can commence in winter; and as the

Then don’t it make 2 differ-

heat circulates evenly in the egg cham-
ber, and can be regulated, it makes no | P

18843
about 40 per cent., and in 1885-6 from
about 45 par cent. of the elevators and
mills in the southern four tiers of coun-

difference when you. commence hatch-
ing. Some: hatch on the 17th day; but
generally the 19th, and: the 21st is the
proper time. Hens do: better enclosed
in yards, although they should have
good yards. When chickens are hatched
they are placed in a “brooder,” and
that is warmed, and the young chicks
are fed.—G. A. Markham.

Michigan Crop Report for April.
[From the Secretary of State. ]

For this report returns have been re-
ceived from 882 correspondents, repre-
senting 673 townships. Six hundred
and nine of these returns are from 420
townships in the southern four tiers of
counties.

The condition of wheat in the south-
eérn counties is reported at 87 per cent.,
and in the northern counties g3 per
cent.,, comparison being with vitality
and growth of average years, but cor-
respondents quite generally agree that
it is yet too early to make a satisfactory
estimate. The freezing and thawing
during March has certainly been severe
on the crop in the southern section of
the State, yet it is believed that the
roots are not seriously injured, possibly
not more than in average years. In a
large portion of the northern counties.
the ground on the first of April was cov-
cred with snow—in some places to the
depth of eighteen inches.

Ten per cent. of the acreage in clover
is believed to be winter-killed, and the
condition of that portion not winter-
killed is 92 per cent. compared with
average years. In condition horses are
938, cattle 96, sheep ¢6, and swine 97
ver cent., the comparison being with
5"k in good, hzalthy, and thrifty con-
ditio

Apples promise 89 per cent. of an
average crup, and reports from 161 cor--
respondents,—r122 in the southern coun-
ties and 39 in the northern counties,—
place peaches at about five-eighths of.”
an average crop. Eighteen reports fromy
Allegan County place peaches at 72 per
cent., 15 from Kent at 68 per cent., 1o
from Qakland at 60 per cent., 1o from
Ottawa at 54 per cent., 7 from Van Buy-
ren at 61 per cent., and ¢ from Washte-
naw at 49 per cent. of an average crop.
Reports have been received of the

quantity of wheat marketed by farmers
during the month of March at 200 ele-
vators and mills.
the southern four tiers ,of counties,
which is 46 per cent. of the whole num-
ber of elevators and mills in these coun-
ties.
ported marketed is 867,067, of which
223,836 bushels were marketed in the
first or southern tier of counties; 249,-
845 bushels in the second tier; 154,674
bushels in the third tier; 184,586 bush-
els in the fourth tier; and 54,126 bushelg
in the counties north of the southern
four tiers. At 47 elevators and mills,
or 16 per cent. of the whole number
from which reports have been received,
there was no wheat marketed during the
month.

9
Of these 247 are in

The total number of bushels re-

The total number of bushels of wheat

marketed in August, September, Octo-
ber, November, December,
February and March is
about 39 per cent. of the crop of 1883,
The number of bushels reported mar-
keted in the same months of 1884 and
1885 was 7,109,260, or 28 per cent. of

January,
12,024,524, Or

he crop of 1884. For these months in

reports were received from

ies.

THE following are the conclusions

arrived at in a test of thirteen weeks of

he relative value of oil meal and corn.

meal:

1. The considerable loss of weight

by the animals prevents any certain
conclusions being drawn.

2. Neither these experiments nor

those of the previous year have shown
with certainty that oil meal has any
greater feeding value than corn meal.

3- _If there is any balance in favor

of oil meal it is not great. The prob-
ability is, in my opinion, that the
“starch equivalent” of fecding stuffs
pretty nearly represents their relative

alue as food.
4 If the apparent gain under oil

meal feeding be accepted g_real, the

Ost was about 4 cents le¥ per 1oa
ounds of milk when. oil meal was fed,

5. The oil meal in these experiments
ppears to have improved tke quality of

the milk by making it less watery.
There is no evidence that it altered the

roportion of fat to other solid matters. _

“
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Culture of Onions.

Good onion seed, planted early and
well, in good rich soil well manured, is

T H E

but their heads should be occasionally
pinched off to force them to form a
bushy top of a foot in diameter. It re-
quires about nine months to complete
this process, but a plant is then grown
that will richly perfume alarge rojm.
By re-potting every year it will bear an

GKR-AJtra-E]
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with like power gf exchange, equal with
gold? Itis said the objection to silver
is that the true value of silver in a silver
dollar has less than one hundred cents
worth of silver. Compare this reason-
ing with gold coin, bank notes and
promises to pay, and the argument fails.

almost sure to produce a large yield, if abundance of fragrant flowers for a Does not the objection to the free use

properly cultivated. No soil is nch
enough without manure.
manure well composted seems to be
best adapted to the successful culture
of onions. Nothing but a clean, mel-
low soil that has been thoroughly pul-
verized, and all the clods and unbroken
pieces of manure taken out with a hand
rake, and that has been made smooth
and level enough to enable a person to
make the rows straight, should be
planted. The rows should be fourteen
inches apart, and the seeds dropped a
little less than half an inch apart in the
rows. The wheels of my drill are three
feet in circumference. | regulate the
guage so as to drop as nearly eighty
seeds as | can while the wheels revolve
once. | never thin even if every seed
grows, except the very few we use on
the table. OlIld seed is worthless, and
poor seed, though it may be new, will
invariably bring a poor crop. Jas. J.
H. Gregory | think grows the best onion
seed, and, although he generally sells it
for from two to three times as much per
pound as most other seed men do, still
I believe it is the cheapest seed we can
buy. It produces earlier, smoother,
deeper and more perfectly shaped
onions than any seed we have pur-
chased or raised during the last twenty
years.

I planted some of D. M. Ferry &
Co's seed last year with good results
with one exception—I had a large yield;
"l also had a large lot of double onions
which retained moisture enough to
cause bushels of them to decay, while
the smooth ones are sound and in good
shape for market this spring.

Onion seed varies in size. Thorough-
ly test the dropping capacity of your
drill with each lot of seed planted, or
some kinds will be thinner in the rows
than other kinds. On sandy soil half
an inch is deep enough to cover the
seeds, but on mucky ground it may be
planted deeper. The soil should be
well pressed down with a roller after the
seed is planted. The straighter the
rows and the narrower the mark into
which the seed is dropped, the easier it
will be to cultivate and keep clean.
With the Gem Wheel Garden Hoe a
person can do as much work as six men
can in the old way by hand. Com-
mence hoeing as soon as you can fol-
low the rows, and keep them clean, and
you will be amply paid for your labor.

| raised last year on a parcel of
ground 57x102 feet 160 bushels. This
was the best in the field, of course, and
the yield was at the rate of nearly twelve
hundred bushels per acre. The ground
was muck and has been cropped with
onions several years. O.R. E.

Keep Your Plants Clean.

She who would derive the utmost sat-
isfaction from plants must remove all
Jfading leaves as soon as discovered; al-
low no weeds to grow in the pot; nor
should the surface of the soil be allowed
to crust or moss over. Itisagood plan
to stir the soil once a week. One of the
best implements for doing this work
well is an old-fashioned, two-tihed fork.
_Asfast as blossoms fade, remove them.
JDo not let the petals scatter themselves
over the soil, for they detract from the
neat appearance of a plant. Clean soil
is not unattractive as many persons
seem to think. | frequently see plants
which have the appearance of growing
out of pieces of china, pebbles, and
things of that sort which have been
used to conceal the earth about the
plant. And always keep the foliage of
the plant clean. Never let dust accu-
mulate. If you do you injure the health
of the plant, and what might be pleas-
ing because of its freshness, becomes
not only unattractive but offensive to

the sight. li care is taken to spread a
thin, light  th over your plants in the
sitting-r< vindows every day, when
.you sn<* e room, or, if this cloth is
not at banc i newspaper, but little dust
will settle ( them, and this little can
be remove- y a good syringing, which
should alv, i be given after sweeping,

never beiurc, for if the plants are moist
when the dust falls on the leaves, it will

stick—Country Home.

Window Gardening.

It is a delightful pastime for window
gardeners to form a tree of mignonette.
It is a process that requires attention,
but it well repays it. Tree mignonettes
have been supposed by some persons to
be a distinct variety from the ordinary
kinds. This is not so; they are the re-
sult of pruning and close care." Sow the
seeds in rich, friable, but not heavy
soil. When the plants come up, thin
out until one strong, growing plant is
left directly in the center of the pot.
Push a piece of stiff wire down by the
side of the plant, and begin and tie
loosely, when it is two inches high; use
worsted for tying. Pinch off every side
branch that appears on the main stem,
but do not remove any of the leaves;
their functions are required for. the
strength and health of the plant. Ih
four months tarn oat the ball of earth
from the pot to ascertain if it requires a
larger size, bat do not shift it unless the
roots are curled around the ball. When
the plant is about twelve inches high,
side shoots' may be permitted to grow,

number of seasons. Reseda adorata is

of silver circulation solely arise from

Barn yard jthe best variety to form into a tree.— the combined efforts of bullionists and

Fannie S. Benson, in Good Housekeeping.bankers to control the monetary affairs

PREPARE the hotbeds as early as pos-
sible. Every farmer should have one,
in which to grow his supply of lettuce,
cabbage and tomato plants. If afew
potatoes are sprouted in the hotbed
they can be transplanted when others
are planting potatoes, and about two
weeks can be gained in the time of
growing. Some farmers also go so far
as to start their sweet corn, cucumbers
and a few other vegetables which they
wish to obtain early in this way.

National Lecturer's Communi-

cation.
SUBJECT FOR APRIL ANI) MAY, 1886.

Question 8d.—What is gold or silver?
What are their differences? What makes
them money?

Suggestions.—The monetary affairs of
a nation are of greatest importance,
and should always be shaped to contrib-
ute liberally to the welfare of the peo-
ple. In order to profit by its considera-
tion, we must for the moment divest our-
selves from all partisanism and selfish-
ness, and discuss it upon its merits, no
matter what our individual preferences
or preconceived opinions may have
been. The question to solve is simply
this: What are the facts in the case?
When we get at these, then we will be
able to judge as to whether our prefer-
ences and opinions are correct or not.
What is gold or silver? They are metals
dug, from the mines, as lead, copper,
zinc or iron. Gold is not found in as
great an abundance as silver. Their
value for mechanical purposes is less
than of many other metals. Their early
use was for ornamental purposes, on ac-
count of their beauty and brightness,
and lesg tarnishable than other metals.
They were also used for household ar-
ticles. Later they were hammered into
a certain size and shape and stamped by
the government, as a medium of ex-
change for commodities, called moneda.
Later it was called money, as was that
made of brass, tin, leather and paste-
board. The Romans made it into dif-
ferent shapes; one bearing the image of
a sheep as the value of a sheep, and was
given in exchange for a sheep; another
the image of an ox as the value of an
ox, etc. These images were stamped by
the government, who fixed the value
thereof.

Julius Caesar won in contest large
guantities of gold, had it made into
money and secured the authority from
the government to stamp his own image
upon it. He used much of it for slavish
and oppressive purposes. The bread
riot in Rome, one of the most serious
in the history of that day, was under
the gold basis of Caesar. There was no
money to buy food and the people de-
manded bread, which resulted in much
bloodshed. Later in history copper,
silver and gold were coined by ma-
chinery under authority of the govern-
ment as money, and their quantity pre-
scribed and their value fixed, as is the
case in the United States Government,
who fixed and kept the value on Ameri-'
can money for many years—on gold
coin 27 grains to the dollar, and on sil-
ver coin 416 grains to the dollar.
Congress some years ago reduced the
standard value on gold to 25.8 grains to
the dolla», and on silver to 412 grains
and this is the standard value of Ameri-
can gold and silver coin to-day.

The Constitution of the United States
authorizes Congress to coin money and
regulate the value thereof. The word
coin is generally supposed to mean the
making of metalic money, when, in fact,
in the original, it has a wide fcope, and
means many things. Hence, a reasona-
ble construction of the word "coin" in
the Constitution would be, "Congress
has the right to create money and fix
the value thereof." Gold has always
been made by acts of Congress a legal
tender for all debts, public or private.
Silver was limited in its legal tender
qualities by certain amounts. A gold
dollar in one country is not always a
dollar in another country. A gold eagle
coined in the United States and stamped
for ten dollars passes at home for that
amount; send it to Europe and it will
pass at the price of gold bullion in the
country to which it is sent. Much of
our gold, sent to foreign countries, has
been re-coined into foreign coins. Of
the entire population of the world less
than 200,000 use gold alone as money;
1,170,000,000 use gold and silver. Gold
is generally received as money by all
nations on account of its bullion value
in the markets, but it is not a legal ten-
der for money in Russia, Central Amer-
ica, Austria, Peru, Holland and nine
other nations. Hence the question
arises, can "gold be the money of the
world" when different nations make the
gold dollar of different value, and four-
teen of these give it not even a legal
tender value? Is there any objection
to gold being coined into money and
used in connection with other materials
of money? If not, where is the objec-
tion to silver being coined into money,

of the government for their own aggran-
dizement? If so, then it is well to un-
derstand it, so as to act wisely in refer-
ence thereto. Should not the govern-
ment finance be arranged and so ad-
justed as to contribute to the greatest
welfare of our own people, and its use to
the world be a secondary consideration?
Would a reduction or hampering the
free use of either gold, silver or paper
money prove detrimental to the people?

fn the Northwest.

Although Camas Prairie is so beauti-
ful a place the natural disadvantages are
formidable. It is as near the end of the
world as one can well imagine. The
only wagon trail to it is from Lewiston.
If you desire to go farther south you
must discard the wagon for a cayuse, as
the: native Indian ponies are called, and
the pack-mule. These long trains of
pack-mules were at first very interesting
tome. The mind instantly reverts to
those pictures in the old geography of
travelers crossing the Andes. Well here
they are right in our own country. My
boyhood dreams of the pack-mule have
sadly suffered since this personal con-
tact with the existing article. A pack-
saddle is a great leather concern nearly
covering the mule with great croupper
and double cinches (girths.) A load of
300 to 500 pounds is tied on, one half
on each side, then cinched so tight that
the poor brute grunts as he walks. No
doubt he sympathizes with the tight
laced ladies at fashionable balls! Often
these poor animals find places where
the path is not wide enough for the load
to get through. In many places the trail
is blasted out of solid rock away up the
side of a canyon, the basaltic column
towering one or two thousand feet over-
head, and on the other side descending
vertically hundreds of feet below. The
pack crowd» them from the unyielding
wall, their feet miss the ledge and off
they go, down the rugged steep, a man-
gled mass and total loss.

There are only three of these trails
leading out of Camas; one to Boise and
one to Elk City—both over the Salmon
range, dangerous and very little traveled;
and one, the hole trail, leading east over
the Bitter Rock range into Montana.
This last is the best, yet it is a very
meager "road." Up the slope it is
filled with fallen trees and is almost im-
passable, it taking a day generally to go
10 or 15 miles. If a railroad is ever
built through this section, it will proba-
bly come tnrough the hole pass. These
trails are called passable from the latter
part of June to September, the rest of
the year they are under vast fields of
ice and snow.

The highest elevation on the wagon
road from Lewiston to Mt. Idaho" is
4,100 feet. The general elevation of
the Prairie is no doubt about 3,100 or
3,200 feet. Lewiston is only 600 feet,
and there are many canyons in almost
any direction from the prairie ranging
from 700 to 1,000 feet. In these snow
never lays long, and it scarcely ever
freezes. Ice, in the deepest, forms every
winter—but only thin scales. Here is
where the stock passes the cold time
with very little or no care. .When you
remember that this is in latitude 47°
—a hundred miles above the north
line of the State of New York, it may
seem all the more wonderful. But these
canyons are intolerably hot in summer.
A current of air is generally moving
through them, yet the mercury often
registers from 100 to 115 degrees in thé
shade. What it is in the sun | do not
know. | have seen it at 135 degrees
quite late in the season! Last winter
the mercury went down to 16 degrees
on Camas Prairie—not severely cold.
The one peculiar feature, however, is
that in all places the nights are cold.
One finds a pair of blankets very com-
fortable the hottest nights. These sud-
den inequalities of night and day tem-
perature, affects vegetation. Thus to-
matoes, watermelons, etc., are not grown
on the prairie, while in the canyons they
are very prolific. | never saw such
monster and finely flavored rutabagas,
carrots, parsnips, turnips and onions as
I saw grown on that prairie. Indeed
rival communities sneeringly call it
"rutabaga prairie." Snow falls here quite
deep every winter; but the warm
"chinook" winds from the Pacific soon
take it off. As early as April and even
in March grass begins to appear where
the snow has been "chinooked." These
winds come from the southwest over the
warm Japan current. They derive their
name from the Chinook Indian country
of Oregon. Frost appears as late as
May and just up on the mountain sides
it may come at any time. Indeed old
Jack puts in an appearance sometimes
on - the prairie at very unseasonable
times, and is quite sure to begin opera-
tions in September.

[The above was written last October,
now February advices say that ranchers
plowed 'till the close of December and
already winter is breaking up. The
coldest was 8 degrees below.]

and canyons is fine. Deer are very plen-
tiful. A great peculiarity is their long

| can bear.
Hunting in the adjoining mountains ' thropy in this?
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tails. When running they wave them from
side to side, orhold them erect according
to their fear, enabling the hunter to
judge pretty accurately about its future
maneuvers. The tail is as long as your
fore-arm and perfectly white on the un-
der side. The first deer | saw made
me laugh, its ‘'ail looked so peculiar.
Then there is t e black-tailed deer, very
large and witii long ears, sometimes
called the mule deer. EIlk abound and
afford fine sport for the many yearly ex-
cursions to their haunts. Idaho County
paid bounty on 157 bears this year at
¢5 each. The black bear is very com-
mon, but the cinnamon is only"occa-
sionally seen in this immediate neigh-
borhood. The cougar, or American
panther, is a great pest, as it kills the
young colts and calves. Coyotes are
numberless, but they are cowards. Since
wheat has been raised prairie chickens
have increased at a wonderful rate.
They are now as thick as black birds
around a Michigan cornfield:-a few
years ago there were none.

Of the people here there are three
races; whites, Indians, and Chinese.
The whites are courteous, hospitable,
hardworking; the Indians, lazy, treach-
erous, dirty; the Chinese, thriving, lying,
murderous, economical, industrious. It
would be a good plan to send some of
those "universal brotherhood" legisla-
tors of the dude cast out here for the
benefit of their logic.

The Nez Perce Indian reservation
embraces all that part of this fine prairie
lying off to the east. Through it flows
the Clearwater with its numerous tribu
taries giving that part abundant water
and the genial warmth of the canyons.
The prairie there is freer.from rock and
of the finest possible soil. These In-
dians were engaged in war with the
whites eight years ago, led by the wily
chief Joseph. They committed the
usual atrocities on the settlers, mutilat-
ing captives, ravishing women and girls,
killing men and destroying property.
Just out there in sight of me as | write
is the spot where 12 brave men fell. The
military was stationed at the time with-
in hearing of the firing, but did not offer
help to the brave but surrounded citi-
zens. Some soldiers put on their sad-
dles to rush out in spite of orders, but
"Jigadeer Brindle" in command ordered
every man shot who left the stockade!
It is a curious and ominous fact that the
Indians fear, a half dozen brave settlers
more than a whole company of Uncle
Sam's soldiers. Indeed, they make fun
of them and call them "wash papoose."”
Gen. Howard "chased" the tribe of hos-
tiles into the mountains and "captured"
them. His chasing was more of a pic-
nic party than anything else. They
hired civilians to do the work, paying
fabulous wages for men and $1 a day
for horses. Certain residents got rich
out of this "great" campaign. The fact
is the General simply followed after the
tribe at a safe distance like a cat after a
ball, until they couldn't go farther into
the mountains then calmly encamped
and hired some friendly Indians to go
in and corrall the hostiles! His idea
was that he could subdue the.ni by kind-
ness! This same "kindness" idea has a
deep hold on the philanthropic east.
No sooner had the hostiles been secured
and with great pomp and ceremony sent
off to the Indian Territory, than meas-
ures were at once begun to "let the poor
creatures go back to their own fair fields
and lonely monntains." Mrs. Garfield
was foremost in this treachery to her
race and the result is that last summer
they all came trooping back fat, sleek
and hearty, decked in fine clothes and
jewelry, many of the bucks with good
watches and the dirty squaws with fine
shawls and sacques, well mounted and
apparently well contented with their
ride across the plains in palace cars
after the "fire horse." Here they are
again to hafch up new schemes while the
survivors of those wrecked homes must
sit with folded arms uqgder the surveil-
lance of our sympathetic government!
What a picture! Would it surprise you
if those ill-used' settlers arise in their
wrath and strike the first blow in spite
of soldiery? What a policy. Our gov-
ernment sets off a great tract of land
subject to the Indian's-choice—and you
may be sure he chooses the best—then
proceeds to deal out clothing, blankets,
food, etc.,—all he needs—to him, and
tells him placidly that he has signed a
treaty not to go on the warpath any more.
As if he cared or knew anything about
treaties. Thus he simply lives in utter
idleness. What does he want to work
for? Everything is given him and in re-
turn he is not to fight any more. Puta
lot of white men in similar circum-
stances and see how soon there would be
disturbance. Is it any wonder, then,
that the Indian, whose whole lifetime
has been spent in war or war thoughts,
is unable to keep quiet? But the kind
government added a last injury to insult
by taking away the little force that for
years has been stationed at Fort Lapwai
on the reservation. Here are these set-
tlers, who have braved all the danger
of a frontier pioneer life, whose homes
have been laid waste, women and chil-
dren mutilated (one little girl, now a
young lady, had her tongue slit its en-
tire length) and their property des-
troyed, who are a part of the power of
the land left within gunshot of their foe,
who is fed and clothed by the govern-
ment while they must work, rustle or
starve, and even all protection removed.
This is almost more than human nature
Where is the vaunted philan-
It is abject cruelty:
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cruelty to the future prosperity of the
Indian and certainly it is cruelty to the
brave whites.

That the Indian is unchanged in his
nature is shown by his behavior since
his return. These "exiles" are now the
big pomps of the tribe. They sneeringly
call the stay-at-home cowards. All this
brought on a fight among themselves
<before they had been back a month, in
which two were nearly killed. Amen; let
the good work go on.

Moral Cowardice Among Far-

mere.

EDITOR GRANGE VISITOR:—My article
inferentially charging farmers as a class
with moral or some other kind of cow-
ardice in not promptly defending their
interests and rights is stoutly denied in
March 15 visiTor by Bro. W. Kerby.
Well, if we concede his position to be
correct we will as surely be impaled
upon the other horn of the dilemma,
for, notwithstanding all we can admit in
regard to their natural ability, love of
independence, readiness to defend their
rights, etc., the fact remains that they
are still practically almost a nullity in all
that relates, in a State or National
sense, to their interest. If we are not
justified in calling this hesitancy to act
when their numbers give them complete
power, cowardice, then what word shall
we use to avoid the necessity of calling
them fools? Perhaps it is best to take
the middle ground and call it half and
half. Now, | am in perfect accord with
Bro. Kerby in all he says, when used in
a local sense, and will go a long way
further in the same path, but must beg
to still differ with him in regard to the
whole class. Perhaps | am mistaken as
to there being no opposition to the
principles of our Order. The idea I
meant to convey was that there was no
active opposition, and still believe there
is none, only where self-interest is con-
cerned. The Brother's reference to the
concessions made to the principles of
the Churches would need no reply did
he not use this assumed fact to sub-
stantiate his arguments. They are, in-
deed, "a power in the land;" but the
light of history reveals a broad path of
blood stretching from earliest ages
to the 19th century, the blood of the
martyrs of the Churches and of those
who opposed them. Nor is the strife
yet ended, although it is transferred to
less sanguine methods.- My remarks,
thus far, are intended to apply to those
outside of the Order, and | hope our
good Brother will not think me a chronic
hypocondriac if I growl at those inside
and also at the Grange itself. It may
be "catching,"” but it cannot well be
catching without being convincing, and
if convincing there should be a founda-
tion of fact. It would be folly to shut
our eyes and deny it was light, simply
because we had it tobe dark. When we
join the Grange we are supposed to
leave outside the gates partisan politics,
and the creeds of all our Churches, and
I believe we are bound to leave our
prejudices also, and to sustain the
Grange as a moral,intellectual and social
organization and co-operative associa-
tion. Now, to what class or ages are
we to look for members (?) manifestly to
all combined. Well, we all have differ-
ent ideas and tastes, and if we each
strive to have our own way there is
trouble. The older people may want
things suited to their age and capacity,
thoughtful subjects, arguments and de-
corum, while the young will want a
good deal of fun, music and dancing.
How are we to harmonize all these
different tastes? By mutual concession
| believe we can make the Grange
irresistibly attractive to all ages and
capacities if we choose. Is there such
a Grange in Michigan? | have attended
Grange feasts where good Brothers
were shocked by the violin and organ
music; and as for dancing, why we dare
not hint such a thing, if we desired to
retain them as members—but | must
not sail longer on this tack or | may get
soused in the waste basket—(l've been
there before.)

The annual addresses of our State and
National Granges is before the public.
The Master of the National Grange
draws comfort and consolation from
what has been done years ago while the
order feltthe consciousness of their pow-
er, and took the offensive in a few cases,
and says: "If the advantages have not
been followed up and maintained by the
necessary legislation the fault has not
been with the Order, but with the farm-
ers themselves, * * * for every
National Grange and almost every State
Grange that has met since that time
have memorialized Congress and State
Legislatures," &c. So it seems to be
the whole duty of the National and
State Granges to throw grass at the
thief in the apple tree. When the
Grange movement first began the
farmers flocked to its gates in tens of
thousands. It was to them a promise
of leadership. They looked upon the
State and National Grange as an army
looks to its generals for direction and
machinery with which to assault the
foe. They have been taught discipline
and principles and theories, but are as
powerless to act unitedly and effective-
ly against the enemy as an unorganized
mob, and are no longer a source of
anxiety to their oppressors.

In our own State we are told that we
just about hold our own. Is there not
something wrong «here—13 years old
and just holding our own! In the
Knights of Labor we may have a
dangerous rival. They may profit by



