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The Forsaken Farm House.

Against the wooded hills it stands,
Ghost of 2 dead home, staring through
Its broken lights on wasted lands
Where old-time harvests grew.

Unploughed, unsown, by scythe unshorn,
The poor forsaken farm-fields lie,

Once rich and rife with golden com
And pale green breadths of rye.

Of healthful herb and flower bereft,
The garden plot no housewife keeps.

Through weeds and tangle only left
The snake, its tenant, creeps.

A lilac spray, once blossom clad,
Sways bare before the empty rooms:

Beside the roofless porch a sad,
Pathetic red rose blooms,

His track, in mould and dus: of drouth,
On floor and hearth the squirrel leaves,
And in the fireless chimney’s mouth
His web the spider weaves.

The leaning barn about to fall
Resounds no more on husking eves:
No cattle low in yard or stall,
No thresher beats his sheaves.

So sad, so drear! It seemsalmost
Some haunting Presence makesits sign;
That down yon shadowy lane some ghost
Might dnve his spectral kine!
F. G. Whittier in the Atlantic.

The Droppings of Fowls.
EDITOR OF THE GRANGE VISITOR:—I keep
nearly one hundred hens and carefully keep the
droppings of the roost, but I do not know how
it should be applied as a fertilizer. Should it be
applied as 2 top dressing or mixed with some-
thing else and be applied as other manures?
Please answer in the VisiTor and send a copy
of the same to, and count me as a subscriber. 1
will remit the subscription price on receipt of
the paper. Yours truly, S. W. LA Duk.

Coral, Mich., March 8, 1886.

The above letter was referred by the
the editor of the VisiTor to Prof. W. J.
Beal, of the Michigan Agricultural Col-
lege, and we have from him the follow-
ing timely answer:

“The droppings of fowls make a very
strong or concentrated fertilizer. If
placed into hills with seed corn it often
does more harm than good, as the fer-
tilizer is so condensed that it kills the
young roots.

“During winter or at any time while it
is accumulating, keep boxes of very dry
earth or muck handy and shovel some
into the bottom of the roosting place
every week or so, thus increasing the
bulk of the fertilizer two or three times,
or more. This prevents the escape of
ammonia, saving the manure, and di-
lutes it suitable for use on the land and
makes the coop healthier for fowls.
Shovel it over once or twice before us-
ing, breaking up the lumps well. Sow
broadcast and cultivate or harrow in so
it will be near the surface.”
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About Farmers’ Book-keeping.
[Read before Woodland Lake Grange by A.
G. Smith.]

Our Worthy Lecturer has placed my
name on the program of entertainment
for this evening assigning to me the sub-
ject of keeping of farm accounts, or, in
other words, book-keeping as applied to
the business of the farm. Now, permit
me to state that I am not competent to
deal with this subject as its importance
demands, from the fact that I have
never studied the science or learned the
art of book-keeping, still I may be able
to present a few thoughts upon the sub-
ject that may be of some use to the
members of this Grange.

We find from observation, and from
dealing with business men, that all of
them, and especially those who are most
successful, practice a thorough system
of book-keeping, many of them employ-
ing a person called a book-keeper for
that purpose; and why? Why in order
that they may have a thorough knowl-
edge of their business, so that they may
know how to systematize, plan and man-
age it, in order to make it successful
and remunerative. They know, at the
close of each year, at least, just what
their receipts are, just what their ex-
penses are, and consequently just what
their gain or loss has' been during the
year. Having the year’s transactions
and their results all "there before them,
they can go to work intelligently and
plan their next year’s business, so that
they may be reasonably sure of success.
Now I'think I may safely say that the
man that does not thus keep track of his
business by a thorough system of ac-
counts is doing business in a loose and
sllpshod manner, and will sooner or
later come to grief; and this manisa
representative of nine-tenths of our
farmers. They plow and sow, reap and
mow, and carry on the business of the
farm from year to year, without any ac-

l tual knowledge as to what crops return | May the Grange be the means of break-

| a profit, or if any of them do; and you
ask them at the end of the year how
much’' they have made during the year
and they can’t tell you, but guess they
have gained a little; don’t know. Now
this is all wrong. A farmer, by keeping
a thorough system of accounts, may
know just how much profit or loss there
is on every crop he raises, and with
this knowledge he can conduct his farm
operations so as to make them a success.
Now a few thoughts in regard to keep-
ing farm accounts. My idea would be
to make a plat or map of the farm;
number each field and open a debtor
and credit account with each, the same
to be known by its number. Then
charge up to each field what the land is
worth. This gives the amount you have
invested in each field. Now you pro-
pose to plant field No. 1 to corn. You
haul manure on to that field. Charge it
with half price of the manure; also ex-
pense of plowing, fitting, planting, seed-
ing, cultivating, hoeing, cutting, husking,
hauling and cribbing, taxes and interest
and you have theactual costof the crop.
Now credit the field with the number
of bushels of corn raised and the value of
the fodder, and you have the returns
from the field; the balance will show the
profit or loss. Treat each field in the
same way and you will know what crops
pay and what do not. Also keep a cash
account of all that you receive and all
you pay out and what for. This will
show where to curtail expenses, if that
should be necessary. Also take an in-
voice at the end of each year of farm
stock, teams, tools, hay, grain, provi-
sions, stalks, straw, improvements, &c.,
then deduct all indebtedness and you
will know just about how much you are
worth financially. Now I believe that
any farmer of ordinary gootl-judgment,
blessed with fair health, energy and
push, by adopting such a system of ac-
counts as I have tried to present for
your consideration, joining the Grange
and subscribing for and reading good
agricultural papers, thus keeping up
with the times, will or may become a
successful farmer.

Topics for Talk.

PaTRONS:—Inasmuch as about nine-
ty-nine one hundreths of what we know
has been told us by others, why not, in
the few weeks before planting time
comes, give our experience in the Visi-
TOR in the branch of farming that we
have been most successful in. For in-
stance, how we prepare the ground,
what kind of tools we use, how much
seed we plant or sow, and how we culti-
vate. Celery has become almost a ne-
cessity in every well regulated family.
Will some of those that know just how
to raise and keep it successfully through
the winter and spring, tell us how they
do it. By giving details you will help
many who are anxious to raise it but
don’t know how to. Onions is another
crop that nearly every farmer has tried
to raise in quantities all the way from
a few fragrant young onions for the ta-
ble, early in the spring, to a dozen acres
for the market. I have had some expe-
riencge in this line and will try and tell
you in the next VisiTor how I raised
more than one thousand bushels per
acre. Let us, at the same time, hear
you tell how you have done the same
thing and perhaps we may both learn
something that will enable us to do bet-
ter than ever before. Let usdo more
as our Sisters are doing. When they
succeed in making something good to
eat they put it into the VisiTor and
how often we are made to rejoice in our
own homes for what our wives have
learned from their experience. In a re-
cent article on potatoes and how to
raise them, Isaw recommended to plant
twenty-five bushels ‘per acre. I would
sooner plant that amount vn three acres.
Let us know, some of you that raise
large quantities, which amount.is the
nearest right.  The subjects that interest
us are sure to interest others, let it be
about the gardens, farm,Ypoultry yard,
household, or even the question of :com-
pound interest. © I find, however, no
authority beyond Bro. Hill for casting
the stigma on our first parent of being a
Bloated Bond Holder. Butthere is the
best of authority for saying that in an
early'day he ‘made a‘corner in raising
Cain and it has been a great monopoly
in his family since that time. 'The pro-
duction has been compounded and kept
at interest at a large per cent. for so
long a time that there seems to be en-
ough for all practical purposes were the
world a thousand times larger than it is.

! ing up this business by replacing it with

that Sweeter and better kind of Cain

the fruits of which we all love so much.
O. R.E.
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A Word About Pedigrees.

Who has not seen animals with pedi-
grees that if written ont would not reach
way back across the water to their na-
tive heath, which animals were not
worth their transportation. Is not that a
good idea of scoring and registering
fowls. Any fowl which scores 85 out of
a possible oo points, is entitled to reg-
istration. ‘The value of the fowl in-
creases as its scoring approximates 100.
The term “standard” in trotting stock
furnishes another example. Any horse
which trots in 2:30 is standard under
the rules (though not necessarily “stand-
ard bred.”) Do not these examples
show that we are coming to the practical
idea of registering stock, namely: regis-
tering their performances and valuing
them accordingly. The American Jer-
sey Cattle Club established rules for the
use of breeders of that stock scoring
each pomt one, two, five or ten, accord-
ing to its importance, the total scoring
making 100 or perfection. They might
have properly extended the idea, mak-
ing the production of agiven number of
pounds of butter on a given amount of
feed essential torecord. Something like
a scale of points is or ought to be used
in judging all animals. Why not make
it the criterion? This would tend to
weed out worthless animals.

By scoring the animal and recording
it with its registration one may always see
how different animals of the same breed
will nick as breeders term it. Any stock-
man knows that two animals of equal
individual merit may be mated and the
result not be as good as either one. If
the scoring was recorded an examination
would teach the breeder more than
years of experience.

If the executive committees of State
affairs would offer as liberal premiums
for American bred stock which reaches
a certain fixed standard as for foreign
bred stock, it would solve the problem
how to bring out the farmers stock, furn-
ish an incentive to breeders, and the
ambition of working toward a fixed ideal
standard. Breeders would bank them-
selves together receiving the benefits of
association, of friendly rivalry and inter-
change of thoughts and methods. Ag-
ricultural papers and stock journals
would aid such a movement, not only
because they represent the rank and file
of farmers, but because it should offer
added patronage. Thus the skillful
breedingof American bred, general pur-
pose, acclimated stock would be a real
El Dorado and not an ideal Utopia.

E. W. S.

TuresHING CorN.—We havea method
of harvesting which we have never seen
mentioned, but which we ‘like ever so
much; it beats a corn husker all out of
sight. We put the corn in bundles as
cut, and set it in pretty large shocks,and
when well cured, on a bright day, we
draw it to the barns and run stalks, corn
and all through an ordinary wheat
threshing machine with the concave
dropped down, and prepared on purpose.
The machine is run by steam, the corn
is fed butt, end first, and is husked,
shelled and cleaned all at one operation
and in first-class style. No corn is left
among the stalks, and the big iparts of
these are so broken that they can be
run with the straw carrier 1to the mows,
and, mixed with a little straw, keep in
the best condition. It is no large day’s
work to thresh from 500 to 8oo bushels
of shelled corn.—ZEx.

r——————— e ——

Keep a lookout ahead for the work
that will have to be done in the next
two months, and if there is anything
which can be done toward advancing it,
embrace the opportunity. Remember
that time will be precious after the plow
starts again, and there will be no profit
in stopping work to cut wood for the
kitchen fire, or to mend up harnesses or
carts.

Maxure should be put around rhu-
barb roots and small fruits, and upon
the asparagus beds, as soon as the
ground thaws, if it was not done. last
fall. All of them will bear liberal ma-
nuring, and will pay well for it,

To know what they are eating, the
city consumers of butter should buy di-
rectly of the dairymen. The grocery-
men buy to sell and that which affords
the most profit is just what they are go-
ing to sell.

i
{

A REPORT from the Secretary of Tra-
verse District Grange, No. 17, of a two
days’ meeting held at Monroe Center
on the 1rth and r2th of March justifies

i the conclusion that the Granges of that

district are thoroughly in earnest in
Grange work. Important questions
were discussed and an excellent program
presented and adopted for discussion at
the next meeting of this District Grange
to be heid at the Hall of Inland Grange
June 11th and 12th. Twenty-one {new
members of the District Grange were
instructed in the fifth degree.

THE first and second numbers of Zhe
Zorum have come to our table. We
have given them such examination as
enables us to say it is a new monthly
that will fram its first issue take rank
with the old ANorth .dmerican Review.
And higher praise from our standpoint
we could not utter. It is the same in
size and price and is issued monthly by
the Forum Publishing Co., 97 Fifth
Avenue, New York. We shall give a
review of these two numbers in our next
issue.

WE TAKE pleasurein calling attention
to the changed advertisement, in this is-
sue, of A. Vandenberg, of Grand
Rapids. We are personally acquainted
with the gentleman and with his work.
He will furnish just the goods in kind
and quality that he offers every time.
Any Patron- wanting a single harness
should read his “ad ’ and order a harness
within the time limited.

(9. (re 2

Ootices of Mectings.

LE @
~ THE next session of the Clinton County Po-
mona Grange, No. 25, will be held at Dallas
Grange Hall on Wednesday, April 21, 1886,
commencing at 10:30 A. M. Morning session
will consist of the usual routine of reading and
adopting minutes.  Reports of Subordinate
Granges, committees, &c. Afternoon session,
1:30 P. M.

Address of welcome, Bro. P, T. Jolly.

Response, Dorr K. Stowell.

Musie, Dallas Grange choir.

Essay by Sister E. J. Parkes.

Selection, Ida Freeman.

Declamation, Chas. Sowle.

Essay Mrs. Libbie Steward.

Autobiography, Mrs. Ann E. Rice.

Declamation, 0. ¥. Plowman.

Essay, Mrs. Adaline Brown.

Recitation, Sister Jennie.

Paper, W. J. Hammond.

The benefits of co-operation, Cortland Hill.

Question, Kesolved, That 1t would be bene-
ficial to the American people for the Grange and
Knights of Labor to co-operate—Discussion led
by J. H Bush and Bro. Pease.

EVENING SESSION, 7:30 P. M.

Music.

Essay, Miranda Crampton.

Selection, Harrison Sutton.

Declamation, Frank Cann.

Song, Emma Rice, Minnie Brown.

Recitation, F. S. Brooks.

Selection, Mrs. Mary O, Carew.

By request the liquor question of last meetin
is held over. The public are cordially inviteg
to attend the evening meeting.

J.D. RICHMOND, Lecturer.

ON account of the prevalence of diphtheria at
Moline, Allegan Co., Mich., the annual meeting
of Allegan County Grange will be postponed un-
til further notice. T. C. BUSKIRK,

Bracdley, Mich., March 27.

THE next meeting of the Calhoun County
Grange will be held at Battle Creek Grange
hall on Thursday, April 8, at 10 0’clock A. M.
The following is its program of literary exercises:

Discussions:

Ought Congressman O’Donnell’s sugar bill to
become a law? If not, what legislation on the
subject is proper?>—Bros. Wm. S. Simons, E. W.
Brown, Abram Minges.

Will it pay to bale and ship hay?—George C.
Hicks, Job Manby, John Allen.

How may washing day be made easier?—Sis-
ters Onyx Adams, Marvin, and Brown.

Can we endorse the ‘Declaration of Princi-
ples’” of the Knights of Labor?—Perry Mayo,
F. B. Garratt, and E. H. Hicks.

Resolved, That none but American citizens
should be allowed to own American soil.—S. E.
Woodworth, C. C. Poorman, and I.. A. Randall.

How may the efficiency of our common schools
be increased ?—Sisters John Woodworth, Jane B.
Hicks, and Bro. Onyx Adams.

Is plaster as at present manufactured Leneficial
to our land? Does salt as a fertilizer pay? If soy
on what crops and soils?—C. H. Marvin, Jona-
than Johnson.

Does it g’ay the farmer to keep bees?-—Thos.
Webb, C. B. Convis and A. W. Lee.

A report from each Subordinate Grange is also
expected. C. C. MCDERMID,

THE next meeting of Berrien County Pomona
Grange will be held at the hall of Buchanan
Grange-at Buchanan on Tuesday, April 13, at 10
o'clock A. M. The afterncon session of this day
will be an open meeting at which the following
program will be presented: A

An addgess by Hon. €. G. Luce, Master of
Michigan State range. f

Essay by Miss Anna Ragatz, of Benton Har-
bor Grange; subject, “Who is Afraid in the

Dark?”
Essay by Mrs. Nellie Royce, of Mt. Hope
“Life’s Influences.”’

Grange; subject,
Recitation by Wm. H. Cook, of Bainbridge

Grange.

The public are cordially invited to attend.
G, V., WILSON.




Fruits and Flowers.
[Extracts from a paper road before Oakland
County Horticultural Society by Mrs. F. E. Odell.]

The wild grape appears to have been
the first fruit authentically recognized as
indigenous to American soil  Other
fruits were imported by the early settlers
from different European countries. The
apple, pear, plum and hardy English
varieties were planted by them in Vir-
ginia, while the Germans and French in-
troduced the European vine stocks.
From the fruit record we gather the fol-
lowing, "California owes the abundant
vintage of to-day, to the enterprise of
the Jesuits." There is no authentic
record of the establishment of nurseries
for the exclusive rearing of fruit trees,
until the year 1800; when they were es-
timated at four or five." It is difficult
to arrive at any statistics of this branch
of the industry, for no reliable record
has been kept, with the one exception
of Michigan, which, in 1874, returned
statement as to its orchards, and the
fruit harvest of that year, in vyhicli the
emoney value was estimated at #3,537,278
and the revenue from the grape vine
alone, as $22,015. "Considering this
estimate and deducting from it an ap-
proximate idea of the relation of the
fruit crop to the extent of the whole
country, the conclusion of the whole
ecrop of the Union lies at the sum of
146,724,293, at that date, 1874. "Plant
life occurs over the whole surface of
the globe under the most opposite con-
editions."”

Fourteen hundred species were known
by the Greeks and Romans, and the ag-
gregate number assumed by Naturalists
»5 133,000. One of the important fea-
tures of plants should be considered in
their natural distribution over the earth,
and in the fact, notwithstanding an un-
interrupted land communication exists,
the diversity of species is almost as
striking as between countries separated
by broad oceans.

Flowers, beautiful flowers! what of
them? Nations have symbolized their
use from time immemorial. "The
*Greeks are the first users of whom we
have any trustworthy record." They
ecarried it to a very high degree using
them as types of everything interesting,
public as well as private. In earlier
times floriculture was cultivated by the
nations of continental Europe, but after
the decline of Rome little attention was
paid to it. "Its study was revived dur-
ing the middle ages and it received
great development at the hands of the
Roman church.”

Flowers have had an important part
in all mythologies. Oak was the pat-
riot's crown, bay the poets, and the
myrtle the crown for beauty. The olive
was the token of peace, as was the ivy
the emblem of Bacchus. The fleur-de
Sis the emblem of France, the thistle of
Scotland, and the shamrock of Ireland.
We interrogate nature and all her forms
of creation by the awakened powers of
comprehension which we possess. The
Mollusk inhabitants of the briny deep,
encased within their narrow shell-nomes,
eeke out their life span, all unaware of
the teeming millions of other floating
lives and their broader freedom, fed and
nourished by the same elements. We
may in stupidity and darkness utilize the
gifts with which we are endowed like the
blind owl and all unlike the majestic
eagle that soars in||mid air beneath the
glaring light of day, breathing the at-
mosphere of countless beauties. Indi-
vidually we are either touched and
equickened to pure thoughts and pleas-
ing sensations by the loveliness offered
<us, by the universal plenitude of the
flowering kinds growing in profusion
wherever favorable conditions permit,
or we pass them by unconscious of the
soul-inspiring language they impart. We
so truly recognize the cheering thought
of the possibility of awakening the in-
ner perceptions to something higher
and better—from the least to the great-
est —even in a single act of kindness.
All along the line of life occurrences
might be rehearsed wherein the hearts
and lives of earth's children are cheered
and brightened by bud and bloom. We
doubt if there is one among us now
who holds not in cherished remem
brance some fair form of natures' larest
workmanship as emblems of life's dear-
est hopes. Snowy white as the orange
fresh bloom, worn at the altar's shrine,
with a gentle hope of peace and joy.
Or, commingling in hue and tint, as va-
ried as the glow of the. sunset hour, we
inhale their pure, sweet fragrance, and
lovingly strew them over the still, cold
forms of our sacred dead, as precious
tokens of the love we have known. Re-
alizing, with a spirit of thankfulness,and
a just sense of gratitude, the bestowal
of these beneficent gifts, for our great-
est good, by the Supreme intelligence,
we pause to question their highest mean-
ing, and the underlying principles de-
veloping the noblest types of manhood
and womanhood. Much is being said
about beautifying home and making it
attractive to the young—the one grand
central object, beside which all others
should prove secondary. In rearing the
youths of our land we give to the world
J»er people. And we now ask wherein
lies the true secret of moraf and virtu-
ous lives? Is it found in the abund-
ance and perfectness with which we sur-
round ourselves? or in being righlly edu-
cated to obey the divine law of self-denial
and even in tbe midst of the world's
choicest productions to become master
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of excess? Have we not all known ex-
amples in life, where young men and omimmiratious.
women were reared in affluence from
infancy? In homes where beauty and
refined taste lent a charming touch California Letter.
throughout. The choicest works of ar- SAN FRANCISCO, Feb. 15,1886.

tistic minds, the perfect model from the
sculptor's hand, and rare exotics of
every clime, met the admiring view; and
yet, from within these luxurious homes
we behold the children corrupted by
sin and vice while, from homes of scan
tiness and want, with the beauteous
landscapes of nature and their faultless
colorings seen in broad expanse as their
nearest accessions, the offspring of these
lowly habitations have arisen to fill the
most honored stations in life.

Chastened in youth, guided by truth
in maturer years, and the revealments
of the inner consciousness, wherein may
dwell the attending forces of pure de-
sires and unselfish acts, we may gov-
ern and modify our needs and require
ments as subservient to that light ex-
ampled by the "gentle Nazarene" hav-
ing not where to lay His head," yet He
called to himself "legions of angels."
When we shall have grown to this degree
of mastery over self,then shall we possess
the key which unlocks nature's richest
treasures, whether found in the face of
a tiny flower or among the choicest
gems. So shall our Nation aid in bring-
ing about the reign of equal prosperity,
and a wise dominating power over her
people,—when the sovereigns of that
rule shall have embodiedlthe principles
of equity and justice in their constitu
tional acts, governing with as strict a
moral sense of rectitude as is demanded
of her citizens.

At the funeral obsequies of her emi-
nent and respected dead, the most beau-
tiful floral designs conceived by the hu-
man mind, are proffered as tributes of
respect to their lives. And, when the
great fostering power, we term govern-
ment, shall have become a living entity
of the perfect forms of trust and fellow-
ship we desire, then shall we weave
garlands and festoon flowers as truly
emblematical of the patriot's crown, the
victor's triumph and the nation's freedom
from wrong-doing as well as in-
ternational wrongs. Let us gather unto
ourselves the knowledge that, as we cul-

tivate the most exquisite forms of vege-
table life—be they fruits or flowers—we
impregnate the atmosphere—that foun-
tain of life containing invisible substan-
ces analagous to all those found in or-
ganic structures—with a subtle spiritual
life or aroma, that again unites and as
similates with our life and spiritual
forces. Thus the husbandman, as he
turns the sod, to repeat the broadcast
spread of grain for the growth of sub-
stantial needs, or the horticulturalist
who plants and prunes the tree and
shrub, bearing fruits and flowers, is
each not only aiding in sustaining the
outward forms with which we are clothed

a |ife within, immortal andunperish-
a'9le’ while to dame nature is given,
with every repeated round, a still more
r?fining process and expression of inte-
"or feorceg,

Then for a grand and useful purpose
are we gssembled; questioning the best
methods of culture, of the vast area of
Plant kinds and species known to us.
And_ as we exchange thoughts, and in-
culcate new ideas in regard to their
growth and increase, may we not, in the
walks of life, remain indifferent to rela-
tive questions and issues affecting hu-
manity. Linked hand in hand, and
dwellers beneath the same roof of uni-
versal welfare, are vital moral subjects
commanding equal interest and atten-
tion with those of financial success. As
we.newly begin to construct homes, and
ornament their surroundings, or sit be-
neath our own vine and fig-tree after
years of hard toil and labor, the les-
son of well-balanced efforts and pur-
poses, if obeyed, will bring the adjunct
of harmony and good will, and "well
done thou faithful ones." And the
bounteousness of nature's yield will be
ours to properly enjoy.

"In all places, then, and in all seasons,

Flowers expand their light and soul-like wings,
Teaching us by most persuasive reasons

How akin they are to human things."

"And with child-like, credulous affection,

We behold their tender buds expand;

Emblems of our own great resurrection,
Emblems of the bright and better land."”

—Longfellow.

"OF all the agencies which are at work
to elevate those who labour with their
hands, there is none so promising as
the present co-operative movement."—
John Stuart Mill.

PREMIUM LIST.

While we believe from the assurances
of our friends that they are entirely in

earnest in behalf of the visiTor, and'

would  willingly work for it"' with-
out pay, we are ready to make the offers,
as stated below, of articles which will
be a compensation of real value .,
agents.

Any one sending the names of five subscribers
and. $2.50, wiU be entitled to a choice of the fol-
lowing: .

One copy of GRANGE VISITOR, six months.

One copy of "Glad Echoes," song book.

One copy of Kendall's "Treatise of
Horse.

For ten names and #5x0 a choice of the fol-
lowing:

One extra copy of GRANGE VISITOR, one year.

One copy of Digest of Laws and Rulings.

One American Manual of Parliamentary Laws.

One copy of Pocket Manual.

One Copy of National Grange Choir.

Three copies of Glad Echoes.

For thirty names and $15.00 we will send one
copy of Haigh's Manual of Law and Forms.
This Js a book of 492 pages and comes to us
well endorsed.

the

We have been almost three months in
California thus escaping the severe
winter and storms of the east. The
weather continues lovely, thermometer
about 65 degrees, with a variation of
not over ten degrees during the year.
No other country in the world has such
an even and lovely climate. Only think
of having (as we have here) strawber-
ries, string beans, cucumbers, cauliflow-
ers, new potatoes and all other kind of
vegetables, fresh from the garden, the
middle of February. Sheep shearing
has commenced and new wool is in the
market. As spring (in Michigan) is
near at hand, it becomes necessary for
Us to leave this charming climate and
return to our home in that good old
State,—old, for fifty years of our lives
have been spent there and there we
expect to end our days. Were we to
change our residence to some other
State this would certainly be our choice.
Mrs. W. is rather anxious to return in
time to see "the beautiful snow" before
it takes its final departure. Our time
has been so fully occupied since our last
notes were written, in visiting places of
interest in and about the citv and coun-
try, that we scarcely know where to be
gin or what to write. But will say that
we climbed the hills in the south part of
the city and back of the old Mission
Dolores, established no years ago, and
from those highland points had a fine
view of the southern part of the city,
passed the county house and water
works, visited the cemeteries, now in
their gorgeous but solemn beauty, and
spent half a day at Golden Gate Park.
This, a few years since, was a barren
waste of sand and rocks, now being
converted into a beautiful park, which,
in the near future, will undoubtedly ex-
cel in magnitude and grandeur any other
in the country. Visiting the Cliff House
we saw hundreds of the monstrous sea
lions sunning themselves on the r~cks,
or gamboling in the sea. A hundred
feet above the Cliff House and two hun-
dred above the ocean, is a beautiful
garden of trees, shrubs, plants and flow-
ers. There are hundreds of pieces of
statuary and fine walks and drives wind-
ing through the grounds. From this
elevation, stretching away to the south
and west, a splendid view of the broad
Pacific is had, including the Farallon
Islands 35 miles distant, while below the
roll of the surf,'the barking of sea lions
is heard, and visitors are seen chasing
or being chased by the advancing or re-
tiring waves. On our right is the cele-
brated Golden Gate, perhaps a mile
broad. Ships and steamers were passing
in and out, among them the City of
New York bound for China, 8,000 miles
away. We visited the Presidio which is
the headquarters of the United States
army of the Pacific. The barracks,

grounds gnd drives are all kept in nice
order, and the fortifications command-
ing the Gate, are formidable. We as-
cended Telegraph Hill, situated in the
north part 2f the cjty, It is 300 feet
J&%ﬁe %%(is X{'sﬁors reach its summit by
L angle of about 45 de
grees. From this point we have a mag-
nificent view of the city with its hun-
dreds of spires and the busy throng be-
low. Stretching away to the south lies
the beautiful bay of San Francisco, upon
whose waters all the marine of the
world might ride in safety. Before us
are seen the huge ships riding at anchor,
while steamers, tugs, ferry-boats and tiny
skiffs dot the bay in every direction.
Across the bay are seen the cities of
Oakland, Almedaand numerous villages,
and 35 miles east Mt. Diablo, 3,848 feet
high, is seen. Thirty-three years ago
we stood upon this same hill top, then
a wild, bare knob, with the little city of
a few thousand inhabitants, lying near
its base. Now it is a great city of 300,-
000 people, forcing its way for miles
over the hills and far out into the bay.
The same Golden Gate stands ajar, the
same Goat Island lies undisturbed in
the bay, the same headlands and hilltops
look familiar—all else how changed!
We crossed the Bay to Tiberon, from
thence through beautiful parksc/long tun-
nels, across salt meadows and water-
ways to Petaluma, 50 miles northwest.
It is a fine city of 4,000 inhabitants and
is also reached by steamers, and is sur-
rounded by a fine farming country. We
also paid a flying visit to Santa Clara
County. About San Jose and Santa
Clara village (which are really one city)
are the finest farming lands we have seen.
It seems to be of unsurpassed fertility,
and wonderful are its products. Wheat
and barley are knee high and volunteer

grain also. This is cut for hay and
yields two tons per acre. San Jose is a
fine city of 18,000 people. We met

Bro. I. A. Wilcox at Santa Clara and
accompanied him to his home two miles
distant.- He has afine fruit farm largely
devoted to strawberry culture of which
he has 40 acres. His pear orchard num-
bers several thousand trees. Four arte-
sian wells famish water for irrigating
purposes. Our short visit to Bro. Wil-
cox's pleasant home and family, was
very agreeable, indeed. We accompa-
nied Brother and Sister W. to San Jose
Grange, Feb. 6, when, for the firet time
since we left home, we had the pleasure
of meeting with a Grange. This Grange
has over 100 members of intelligent, en-
terprising members, whose influence
here is apparent. Bro. W. insisted upon
our staying a week that he might show
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us more fully the products and wonders
of this famous Santa Clara Valley. As
we had promised to attend Ternescal
Grange in Oakland in the evening, we
could not comply, and reluctantly took
leave of those kind friends and departed
for that city, where we met a small band
of earnest workers in the good cause.
Though their umbers are not large they
seem to have abiding faith in the princi-
ples and success of the Order. Bro. A.
T. Dewy, of the Pacific Rural Press Pub-
lishing Company, is Master of this
Grange. Patrons or members of tHe
Grand Army of the Republic, who in-
tend visiting California at the time of
the coming reunion in August, will do
well to address him at 552 Market street,
San Francisco, California. Last Satur
day; in company with Bros. Dewy and
Chester, we visited Eden Grange at
Heyward's, 20 miles southeast of the
city. This is a fine village, with large
fruit farms in front, (now in bloom),
while back of the village is a succession
of green hills dotted with farm houses
and groups of the dark green Eucalyp-
tus trees. Here we met a goodly num-
ber of enthusiastic Patrons whose watch-
word is "onward," who propose to stand
for their rights and fight it out on that
line if it takes years to win.

We have met other Patrons while here
among them Bro. 1. C. Steele, Past
Master of California State Grange, with
whom we visited the Grangers Bank of
California. It has a capital of $1,000,-
000, owned and managed by Patrons. It
has greatly aided members of the Order
and farmers generally by accommodat-
ing them with loans in advance on their
products. There seems to be an "irre-
pressible conflict" approaching regard-
ing the Chinese question. Those al-
mond eyed, outlandish looking people,
being compelled to leave other places,
are swarming to this city, already con-
taining twenty-five thousand of this
class. One is almost bewildered by the
horrible sound of the gongs and gibber-
ish while passing their crowded quarters.
Their sole object is to get what they
can and send it to China. The emigra-
tion of this race to this country should
have been stopped long ago. What the
result of this crusade against them will
be is yet to be seen.

Our sojourn in this land of perpetual
summer has been pleasant indeed. From
relatives, Patrons, friends and strangers,
we have received a cordial welcome.
We now return to our eastern home,
more fully impressed with the magnitude
of this State, its products and the hospi-
tality of its people. D. wOODMAN

Van Buren County Grange.

[We are in receipt of areport of Van
Buren County Grange that, at this late
date and with already crowded columns,
is too long to admit in its entirety, but
it has also too many valuable points to
delay. We give the most important
parts and invite others to practice their
suggestions. Send us concise, pithy re-
ports and room will be found for them.
We appreciate the good words for the
VISITOR but in this instance must omit
them.—ED.]

Van Buren County Grange was organ-
ized Nov. 16, 1876, at Lawrence. It
holds quarterly meetings with its Subor-
dinate Granges, and one or two special
meetings and one picnic each year. We
have a membership of about one hun-
dred and twenty-five. This year we had
a special meeting at Hartford, Jan. 14,
which was as usual a success. At this
meeting the Grange voted to instruct
A. C. Glidden to present aresolution to
the Count) Grange at its next meeting
requesting it to appoint a correspondent
to report the doings of the County
Grange to the GRANGE VISITOR, also to
request  the different Subordinate
Granges of the County to appoint local
correspondents for some County paper.
This appears to us to be a move in the
right direction to

of the Patronst insure the prosperity

cause, and we hope to
see its adoption in every County and
Subordinate Grange in our noble State.
Our regular quarterly meeting was held
at Lawrence Grange Hall, on Thursday,
ieb. 18. The main feature of this
meeting was hearing the reports of Sub-
ordinate Granges from members pres-
ent. The reports were favorable show-
ing that the Granges throughout the
County are alive, and the most of them
in a flourishing condition, and that the
interest in Grange work is increasing.
After a recess for htarty greetings and
a good dinner, Grange opened again.
The invitation of Bro. Wise, of Hamil-
ton, to hold the next meeting in May at
their Grange Hall, was accepted. We
then voted to engage Sister Mayo to
give a series of lectures in May. Broth-
er A. C. Glidden being absent, the
Grange voted that George Conklin be
requested to write the proceedings of
this County Grange meeting for the
VISITOR. The afternoon exercises were
public. An essay was read by Mrs.
Charles Turkin entitled, "The years of
my Life" which was one of her scholar-
ly production* Brother Buskirk read
a paper on the preparation of grain for
threshing. He gave an itemized account
of the cost of threshing well prepared
grain compared with grain not well pre-
pared. The subject treated by this pa-
per was discussed at length and many
good points brought out. Bro. j. j.
Woodman said the Minnesota farmers
are making flour out of cockle by a cer-
tain process. And after some further re-
marks on the subject he also said that
there were other threshers at work be-
sides grain threshers who were thresh-

ing the farmers throughout the land on
every hand, and that cutting rebuke was
being dealt out from different directions;
even from President Cleveland, who
said in his last message, "The farmers
seem willing to plod along in their hum-
ble positions." He said such national
sneers ought to arouse the agricultural
classes to more earnest unity in co-opera-
tion and organization, and he believed
it would; and that they should come to
the front and help manage the political
machine.

This discussion was followed by sing-
ing after which an essay was read by
Mrs. Edson Woodman upon the culture
and care of house plants, which was
very interesting and demonstrated to
her attentive hearers that she was well
versed upon the subject, both from a
practical and literary point of view.

Several ladies improved the opportu-
nity by asking some important questions
relating to the care of flowers, which
were satisfactorily answered, after which
a brief discussion ensued. Mrs. A.
Barnes read an essay entitled, "Step by
Step" which was an able production
and full of thought. This ended the pro
gram when Bro. Eaton Branch read a
paper giving the history of Lawrence
Grange from its organization up to the
present, showing that the hall they oc
cupied had been burned with all their
furniture and fixtures and charter and
their new hall had also been burned and
all without any insurance, yet they had
built and furnished another, never omit-
ing their meetings, and were still in a
flourishing condition. Mrs. O. M. Sikes
was then called for and responded
prompdy as usual, and at the close of
her speech asked for information con-
cerning the Hartford Creamery Associa-
tion. William Thomas answered. He
believed that the creameries, now being
located at various places, will eventually
monopolize the butter business, to the
detriment of farmers in general. And
if they mix a foreign substance with the
butter produced (which they probably
will) the business will be injurious to
every one.

With J. J. Woodman and a host of
other talent at our command, we know
no such thing as falter in Grange work.
Closing with a song the Patrons then re-
turned to their respective homes feeling
that they hadjenjoyed a very pleasant
and profitable meeting. G. C.

Paragraphs From My Diary.

SINCLE-SONG  POETS.
Bonaparte said at Areola, "Soldiers,
what we are now doing will one day be
history." Sometimes a single act of a
man's life has fame enoughin it to hand
his name down to future generations.
Gerard Hamilton, of Burke's time,
made only one speech in the British
parliament, but by that one effort he is
known in history as "single-speech Ham-
ilton." A methodist minister addressed
a meeting at a barbecue in Texas, on the
subject of cold water. There was merit
enough in that speech to herald the
name of Paul Denton throughout the
land. But our theme to-day is of poets
who have been made famous by
song. For we have a class of one
who, like the swan, sing but one p&ﬂa:
and that their sweetest and best, before
they take their exit. There are treas-
ures in these old songs that will ever be
of priceless value to mankind. Says
Walter Savage Landor, we often hear the
expression—"such and such a thing is
not worth an old song." Alas, how few
things are.

We include under the term song, any
single piece or poem that a poet has
written.

We only know Lady Anne Barnard
through one of the most perfect, tender,
and affecting of all our ballads or tales

of human life, "Auld Robin Gray,"
which she wrote in 1771, at her home
in Scotland.

The three Indian graduates of Dart-
mouth College are only known through
the popular hymn they wrote—beginning
—"Where shall we three meet again?"
That famous old ballad that we find in
all the old school readers—"The Beg-
gars' Petition," will ever plead in re-
membrance of its unknown author to

"Pity the sorrows of a poor old man."

And the Sailor Boys' Dream, by Di-
mond, whose vivid and touching story
has been rehearsed by every schoolboy
on two continents, has placed its au-
thor's name among the immortals.

The same may be said of the burial
of Sir John Moore, by Charles Wolfe.
Is there a school-house in the land
whose walls have not echoed to those
memorable words—

"Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note."

What delightful memories cluster
around that famous old book, the old
English Reader. And is there a more
beautiful poem in it than the "Cuckoo,"
by Logan, beginning—

"Hail beauteous stranger of the wood
Attendant on the spring.V

This poem has celebrated its author
in two hemispheres.

Samuel Woodwork's fame rests en-
tirely on his fine lyric of "The Old
Oaken Bucket," which has embalmed
m undying verse so many of the most
touching recollections of rural child-
hood, and the memory of the old oaken
bucket that is now nearly obsolete, will
live as long as the EngUsh language is
spoken. Woodwork's ballad owes its
birth to a single incident. Drinking
wine with a few friends in New York
some sixty years ago, the poet

nounced some old fruity pro-

port superior



