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Annuai Address at the National
Grange of the Patrons of Hus-
bandry—19th Session.

Patrons of Husbandry and Members of the Na-
tional Grange:

As representatives of our great Agncultural
Brotherhood, we have come from the Middle
States, from the great Northwest, from the Pacific
slope and the sunny South, to meet our broth-
ersand sisters of New England in this historic
city. One year ago we met in the beautiful city
of Nashville, in the State of Tennessee, which
boasts of having furnished two Presidents of the
United States, whose ashes repose in its sacred
soil and whose tombs are under the watchful and
paternal care of the commonwealth. To day we
meet near the spot where the Pilgrim Fathers
landed and planted the first New England colo-
ny. It was here where the first form of constitu-
tional government upon this continent, based
upon political equality and recognizing as its
crowning glory and excellence, its chief consery-
ative principle, the paramount anthority of the
Divine Will, was founded. We are assembled
to-day near the place where the first resistance to
British tyranny was made, and within a few miles
of the battle-field where the first blood of the
Revolution was shed. We are almost under the
shadow of the monument which marks the spot
where the battle of Bunker Hill was fought,
and where the gallant Warren fell, and among a
people who hold proprietorship of that ancient
and spacious hall, which history has denominated
the “‘cradle of liberty.”

Coming together as we do from every portion
of our common country, and holding our annual
sessions in the great business and commercial
centers of the nation, widely separated from each
other, fittingly demonstrates the importance of
our calling, the nationality of our organization,
and that in our purposes and our fraternal work
we recognize no ‘North, no -South, no East," no
West, but, as citizens of one common country,
are working togetherin a common cause.

We have reason to congratulate ourselves upon
the favorable auspices under which we have
assembled in this nineteenth annual session of
this body. The present year has been one of
usual health and prosperity to our people: No
pestilenge has visited our land, and the earth has
yielded an abundant harvest. The principles
which underlie our organization, and the purpo-
ses we aimto accomplish, are becoming better
understood and appreciated by the American
farmers, and the glorious work of our Order is
going forward with unabated zeal. Then let us
with thankful hearts render praise to the Great
Dispenser of all good, and invoke His benedic-
tion upon our cause, and His aid in our delibera-
tions.

ORIGIN OF OUR ORDER.

Much has been said and written upon this sub-
ject; and it is recorded that on the 4th day of
December, 1867, in the city of Washington, the
Order was formed, But the circumstances and
events which inspired the thoughts and action of
its founders had their origin long anteriorto that
event. The germ of civil liberty planted upon
these shores by the early colonists, and subse-
quent events which culminated in the establish-
ment of a form of government based upon the
natural equality and inalienable rights of all
men, laid the foundation for an intelligent and
independent agriculture upon this continent.

It is a part of the history of the stirring events
which resulted in the separation of the colonies
from the mother country, that farmers were called
from the plow and the harvest field, to lead
armies in fighting the battles for liberty, and sub-
sequently to sit in the councils of the nation.

Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of In-
dependence and a true friend of agriculture, de-
clared that his confidence in the perpetaity of
republican institutions in this country was based
upon the fact that agriculture was to be the
~hief occupation of the people. Washington,
the farmer President, in his fourth annual message
to Congress, recommended legislation to aid and
encourage this great national industry, and the
committee-having the matter in charge reported
a bill for creating a National Board of Agricul-
ture, to be composed of ¢‘the Judges of the Su-
preme Court, members of the Cabinet, and of
the National Congress.” The apparent ludi-
crousness of creating a National Board of Agri-
culture to be composed of judges, cabinet offi-
cers, and members of Congress, will, in a meas-
ure be dispelled, when we reflect that at that
time cultivators of the soil were frequently to be
found among the counselors and law-makers of
the nation. This bill did not, however, become
a law, and it does not appear that any farther at-
tempts to aid. agriculture by national legislation
was made until 1839 when Congress appropriated
$500 to be cxpended by the Commissioner of
Patentsin collecting agricultural statistics. The
Commissioner of Patents was thus made the na.
tional guardian of the agricultural interests, and
foster father of the Agricultural Bureau. Small
appropriations were annually made thereafter for
this purpose until 1862,when the infant Bureau
was taken from its unnatural guardian and indif-
ferentgorotector, and made a separate and inde-
pendefit department. The act of Congress
creating it, was the first friendly recognition
which this interest had received from the govern-
ment and to the organization of this new de-

| partment can be traced the culminating circum-

stances which resulted in giving birth to the*-Order
of the Patrons of Husbandry.”

Contrary to msage and precedent, but for rea-
sons which have never been fully explained, posi-
tions were given in the department to two true
and earnest friends of agriculture. William
Saunders, a practical and scientific pomologist
and horticulturist, was placed in charge of the
gardens and grounds, and O. H. Kelley, a prac-
tical and representative farmer of Minnesota,was
given a clerkship. Mr. Saundershad previously
been engaged in organizing and conducting as-
sociations of gardeners and fruit-growers,both in
Great Britain and in this country; and as early
as 1855 he published ‘an article in the American
ZFarmer, in which he “deplored the lack of or-
ganized unity among farmers,” showing at length
some of the unjust burdens the farmers were com-

lled to bear, and the extortions they were sub-
Jected to; ‘‘that notwithstanding they were large-
ly the majority of the laboring classes, and far
more numerous . than all the professions com-
bined, they were seldom represented in legisla-
tive bodies or cabinets, and had little, if any, in-
fluence in the government of the country.”

et

As a remedy for these evils and grievances he
recommended “‘the formation of a national’ or-
ganization, to embrace all persons interested in

= agricultural pursuits, in which to combine their

{ power and influence, and thus procure their full
| and proper share in the government of the States
and the Nation.” The plan proposed ‘‘town-
ship or district socicties; representatives from
these to form county societies; these by represen-
tatives to constitute State societies, and these
again to be represented in 2 National society, to
supervise and direct the intérests and affairs of
the entire unity.” It will be seen from this brief
reference to Mr. Saunders’s plan that it virtually
embraced the organization and general purposes
of our Order, except its ritual and its secret signs
and tokens of recognition. But it does not seem
to have met with any favorable response from
the farmers of the country; at least there is no-
account of any effort being made to put the sug-
gestions into practice.

It was not until Mr. Kelley, familiarized with
the condition and necessities of agriculture by
practical experience in farming, took his position
in the Department in 1864, and subsequently
traveled through the Southern States under in-
structions of the Commissioner of Agriculture,to
collect statistical information upon the resources
of the South and condition of its agriculture,and
by him, that the necessity of a great agricultural
brotherhood, national in character and unsec-
tional in its work, was presented to the under-
standing of intelligent and thoughtful men and
women, with such well grounded reasons and un-
faltering faith as to elicit their careful investiga-
tion and inspire them to action. Whether Mr.
Kelley had ever seen the article published by
Mr. Saunders twelve years before or not, does not
appear, but if he had, it could not add to, or de-
tract from, the honors which! belong to each, as
originators of our fraternitys It is presrmable
at least, that the idea of such an organization
was original with Mr. Kelley, and incited by
the stirring events which were going on around
him. In Washington he had an opportunity to
| see and learn something of the potent influences
which combine to direct the executive work, and
shape the legislation of the country. He saw
the commercial interest, the manufacturing inter-
est, tbe mining interest, the banking interest,
and the great 1ailroad interest, all largely rep-
resented in both branches of Congress, and 1n
every department of the government, and all
thoroughly organized with national, state and
local organizations, aided by the best legal talent
of the naticn, ever at their command, and co-
operating together to so influence and mold leg-
islation, as to turn the steady and constantly
flowing stream of wealth, which the toiling hus-
{ bandmen of the country are constantly pouring
into the avenues of business, into their own cof.
fers.  On the other hand he saw the greatest in-
terest in the country—agriculture, in whi=h more
than one-half of our entire population were en-
gaged, unorganized and wili"((;gf’ representation
in the Jaw-making or other departments of the
government,—powerless before this mighty ar-
ray of organized and incorporated wealth which
was exercising with unsciupulous arrogance un-
just franchises purckased by the inordinate use
of money obtained by legalized extortion from
the products of husbandry.

Although the garments dyed in blood had
passed away, and the country was again undi-
vided and indivisible, yet in his southern travels,
blackened ruins, abandoned fields, and desolated
homes met his gaze on every hand. The South
and no small portion of the North, was furrowed
with graves, and the whole 1and was shrouded
with mouming, and peopled with crippled,
wounded, dying soldiers, while in thousands of
desolate homes “‘grief was completing the carn-
age of war;”” and a deep and intense bitterness
engendered by the events of the cruel and un-
natural struggle existed between the people of
the North and the South.

With Mr. Kelley’s observing habits and active
mind, he naturally took in the situation, and
came to the conclusion, (using hisown language)
‘‘that politicians would never restore peace in
the country,and ifit come at allit must be through
fraternity;  the people North and South must know
each other as members of a great family, and all
sectionalism be abolished.”” = He expressed these
sentiments in a letter written while in the South,
and to his friend, the Rev. John Trimble, an
officerin the Treasury Department, on his return
to Washington; and then went to his farm 1n
Minnesota. He must have seen in his home-
ward travels, that poverty, and the depressed
condition of farmers, was not confined to the
South alone, for on the rich prairies, and all
along the valleys and hill-sides of the West,could
be seen farmers living in hovels, before which
as Whittier says: ¢A tree casts the tremulous
shadow of its leaves across the curtainless win-
dow, from the broken panes of which flutters the
signal rags of poverty;” while theirrickety barns
were fairly bursting with the products of their
labor, and the men who handled and manipu-
ulated these poor farmers’ grain, were living in
palaces, surrounded with all that wealth and lux-
ury could afford. In all this he saw a great
wrong, and became ‘more deeply impressed with
the necessity of an organization among farmers,
for the protection of their interests, education
and elevation of their class, and for restoring
friendly feelings and umty of action, between
the people of the North and the South.

He returned to Washington in the fall of 1866,
and took a position in the Postoffice Department
where he became acquainted with Wm. M. Ire-
land an officer in the same Department, and J.
R. Thompson, an officer in the Treasury De-
partment, and sought their counsel in relation to
the importance of such an orgamization. By mu-
tual consent the trio consulted Wm. Saunders,
whose early expressed views, and well digested
plan of such an organization must have been of
great value in their consultations. Subsequently
the Rev. A. B. Grosh, of the Agricultural, De-
partment, F. M. McDowell, a p mologist of
Wayne, New York, and the Rev. fglm Trimble,
were added to their number; and the seven com-
posed the founders of the *Order of the Pat-
rons of Husbandry.” For five long years, this
immortal Seven —spending such time as could be
spared from their vocations—toiled with thought
ful and unremitting diligence, in discussing the
principles and features, and forming plans forthe
organization,and in framing a Constitution Ritual
and the Esoteric. Work, before it attained suffi-
cient prominence to attract the attention, or ex-
cite the curiosity of the world.

{ It has been said that the founders of our Order

were rot farmers. Thisis net strictly correct.
As already stated, O. H. Kelley was a practieal
farmer, and F. M. McDowell was born on a farm,
and has been engaged in agricultural pursuits
nearly all his life, living on and cultivating his
own farm, orchard and vineyard. John Trimble
was the son of a teacher, who cwned and culti-
vated a farm, which is still held in the family.
{ Hence his early education and life interest have
| bound his feelings and sympathies firwly to ag-
riculture. It is said that A. B. Grosh was a
farmers’ son; of this I have no reliable knowl-
edge, but his life’s work showed him to be the
farmer’s friend. 1 am certain that the agricul-
tural interest has but few firmer or more devoted
friends than William M. heland, but whether he
has ever been directly engaged in rural pursuits
or not, I am not advised.

J- R. Thompson was the son of a farmer, and
| was born upon a farm. During his youth and
juntil he attained the age and stature of man-
hood he resided upon a farm and was constantly
and -laboriously employed in farm work—such
work as is only performed upon the stubborm
and reluctant soil of Northern New England.
He has carried with him through his subsequent
life the knowledge of his early practical experi-
ence of farm life, and: love for and sympathy
with the class with whom he was born and edu.
cated.

William Saunders is the son of a farmer, and

spent several years working on a farm, and until
he was apprenticed to the professions of horti-
| culture, forestry and kindred pursuits; and from
that time until the present hehas been and still
is actively engaged in these labors. Iis whole
life has been devoted to the study and practice
of rural industries in their widest range, and to
all phases embraced in the cultivation of the soil.
His professional labors in the Agricultural De-
partment have been of great value to the coun-
{ try.
{ Thave given this brief summary of the circum-
| stances and causes which brought our organiza-
| tion into existence, as prefatory to an attempt, at
least, to answer the questions so often asked,
*“What has the Order accomplished ?” and *[s it
fulfilling its mission?”

The true mission of the Order is indicated by
the necessities and events which brought it into
{ existence, and is clearly expressed in its Declara
| tion of Purposes; that document has Leen be-
| fore the world for more than a decade, eliciting

admiration and challenging ecriticism. It w ill,

therefore, be seen that our organization was
| founded upon the necessities of agriculture, and
the principles which underlie it, if carried out,
comprehend all that is required to place our in-
terests and our class on a plane of prosperity ap-
proximating to that enjoyed by other great in-
terests.

It was never intended that its work should be
to tear down, but to build up; not to level the
palace, but to change the hovel to a pleasant and
comfortable home, not to deprive the favored
ones of a single advantage they now enjoy for
literary acquirements, but to bring the means of
obtaining a higher education, more suited to the
farmers’ calling, within the reach of all the chil-
dren of rural homes; not to take from any class
or interest a privilege or right which legitimate-
| ly belongs to them, but to secure for ourselves
and our posterity, the social, moral and intellec-
tual privileges which rightfully belong to us,and
to enjoy without hindrance the fruit of our labor;
not by the power of numbers to assume political
control and arbitrarily attempt to shape the pol-
cy of the nation, but to bring farmers to the
front, that their voices may be heard and theirin-
fluence felt in the councils.of the nation.

For the accomplishment: of these objects have
its officers and members labored, and the resnlt
must be apparent to every observing mind.

In 1873 when farmers were moving in the
work of organization, and the Order had ob-
tained a foot-hold in nearly: every State, the agi-
tation of the question of carrecting by legisla-
tion the abuses which railroad corpora-
tions were practicing in freight charges, begun.
The farmers of the great: Northwest had voted
taxes upon themselves, subscribed to stock, and
mortgaged their farms to build the roads, in the
vain hope that they would realize not only inter-
est and dividends upon stock subscribed, but bet-
ter prices for their farm products. But in all
this they were doomed to disappointment. The
money was used, stock absorbed, and farms sold
under the mortgages, and a system of spoliation
in freight charges established by the companies
which would have disgraced the Feudal Afes;
and the managers of the corporations were raised
as if by magic, from gentlemen in comfortable
circumstances to millionaires.  No wonder farm-
ers organized to resist these encroachments upon
their rights! No wonder, that for once, at least,
they tore themselves from party ties, held con-
ventions, and nominated and elected men pledged
to represent their interests! And it was not strange
that legislative bodies thus elected should pass
laws for correcting, as far as possible, these
abuses, and giving relief to a'wronged and op-
pressed people. Laws thus enacted, were re-
sisted by the companies, under the pleathat they
were operating under general laws and special
charters, and were therefore above and beyond
legislative control. There was scarcely a states-
man or lawyer in all the land that did not coin-
cide in this theory. The companies were pros-
ecuted, however, and the cases went into the
courts. - The parties to the suit were, practically,
the farmers of the country, in their newly organ-
ized capacity, versus the great railroad corpora-
tions. These cases elicited great interest among
all classes. Statesmen, attorneys and journal-
ists gave thought and study to the questions in-
volved. Horace Greeley was the first man of
national reputation who espoused the farmers’
cause, followed by Senator Carpenter; of Wis-
consin, Senator Windom, of Minnesota, Judge
Black, of Pennsylvania, and others,

The National Grange met in_St. Louis in Feb-
ruary, 1884, and the first appeal to Congress to
regulate inter-State commerce was made at that
session by the Order through its national organi-
zation. The Senate appointed a committee of
which Senator Windom of Minnesota was chair-
man, to investigate the complaints against the
railroad companies and report to that body. The
report was made, and more than sustained al]
the charges and complaints made. The report
has passed into history, and every member who
signed it, save one, has been retired from his
seat in the Senate, and most of them, it is al-
leged, through the influence of railroad mana-
gers.  The cases in conrt finally reached the Su-

preme Courtief: the United States, and from that
high tribunak came the deciston which was-
hailed withsjpy. by the people everywhere, that
‘When prizate property is taken Jor public use
i is subject! ta: public regulation;’” and that
“The power. to:regulate the same is in the legis-
lative department:of the government.”’

The Boardiafi Railroad Commissioners of Mas
sachusetts, in.their first annual report after the
decision. was:made, paid a very high compliment
to our Order,, in declaring that the action of the
farmers of: the' West, in prosecuting the railroad
companies.and:obtaining this decision, is worth
more to:theeountry than their organization had
cost. On the other hand the President of the
Central Pacific railroad, of California, denounces
the decision as “A most fagrant wiolation of
the principles of free goverument, and entirely
in harmony with the theory of government
whick rests its foundation on might, and asserts
the divine right of kings’’ He further de
clares that .**7The communists and the agitator
Kearney advocated no doctrine in regard to
Property more atrocious than the principles em-
bodica in the Granger cases, and the laws they
sustain,”’

This was onr first. triumph over the
of monopolies,” and if
have not heen followed up and maintained by
the necessary legislation to vemove all the evils
complained-of; the fault has not been with the
Order, but with the farmers themselves in failing:
to use it as a medium for accomplishing that ob.
ject; for every. National Grange, and almost
every State Grange, that has met since that time
have memeorialized Congress and State legisla-
tures, and thousands of earnest petitioners from:
the Subordinate Granges have added their sup
plications for relief.

A bill* was intreduced into the Forty- fourth
Congress by - Judge Reagan of Texas, for “regu
lating inter-State commerce,” which this Nation-
al Grange and rearly every State Grange en
dorsed, and for the passage of which our whole
fratemity labored and petitioned.  This bill

“tyranny
the advantages gaineg

passed the House of the Forty-fifth Congress
with 35 majority, but found its winding sheet

| and final resting place in the Scnate, where the
{ railroad influence seemed to have concentrated

|
|

| ter-State traffic.

its strength and fortified against the prayers and
influence of an oppressed people. A bill con-
taining the same just and wise provisions was
again intradueed by the indomitable Reagan,
and passed the House of the last Congress, but
met: the fate'of its predecessor in the Senate.
The Senate did, however, pass a substitute for the
bill, providing for an expensive Railroad Com

mission—t0 he appointed by the President and:
Senate and paid by the people’s money—to.
make regulations for companies engaged in in-
Lam satisfied that the action of
the House in rejecting’ this measure was in har-

mony with the views of our members and pub

lic sentiment generally; for experience - has
shown that the smaller the body or commission
having public interests in charge, and the farthey-
the appointing: power, which creates it, is re

moved from the ballet box, the less interest will:
1t have for the people’s rights, and the more po-

tent will mercenary influences be to control it

A committee was then appointed by the Senate
to take evidence and collect information upon
this subject during the recess of Congress, and
report ta that body at its next session what legis-
lation, if any, is needed to regulate the railroad
business of the country. Itis to be hoped that
this committée will be as faithful to its trust as
was that headed by Senator Windom in 1874,and
there can be no good reason why it will not be.

But if the members do their whole duty they
will not. take evidence from railroad officials and
large shippers alone, for the farmer are interest-

ed witnesses.and the latter care only for uniform

rates; but they- will switch off their palace car
at way statiens; go out among the farmers, see
where they livg, observe ‘their surroundings, and
learn of them what it costs to raise a bushel of
grain, a pound of beef, pork, or mutton, the price
it brings them.at the depot, and the cost of ship-

ping the same to the sea-board, or place of con

sumption; then compare the farmers’ profits
with those of. the transporters and shippers, and
they will then: have some correct data from which

to draw their report, and frame a bill that will be
Just to all parties alike. I received a circular let-
ter issued by. the committee, soliciting answers to
certain inquiries therein contained, which I en-
deavored to answer in accord with what I under-
stood to be the expressed views of this body. 1
herewith “submit ‘the same. The work of our
Order, in this contest with the railroads, has not

been confined wholly to efforts to secure friendly

national legislation for farmers and the public in

lerest.. “Through its direct influence most of the-
States have already enacted wholesome laws reg-
ulating railroad traffic within their borders, and
a most wonderful change has been wrought in

public semtiment. We have now many public
men who dare to stand by the people in this
contest with monopolies, and the people stand by
them at the ballot box. | 5

Political ' parties no longer hesitate to declare
in favor of regulating both State and inter-State

commerce, ‘and to recognize the importance of
agriculture to national prosperity.  President
Arthur, in his message to the 48th Congress,
says:

“No individual and no corporation ought to be
invested with absolute Power over the interests of
any other citizen or class of citizens; and it
seems but just, that so far as its constitutional
authority wil permit, Congress should protect
the people at large in their inter-State traffic,
against acts of injustice which the State govern-
ments are pawerless to prevent.”’

This recommendation embodies all that we
have ever asked at. the hands of Congress, and
Just what the Reagan bill was intended to ac-
complish; 'and to the Senate alone must we at-
tribute our.defeat. But let us withhold judg-
ment until Judge Cullom’s Committee makes its.
report and thathody has an opportunity to recon-
sider its action.

Through our organized influence we have al:

‘50 endeavored to procure an amendment to the

Patent Law, 50 as togive some degree of protec-
tion to innocent purchasers and users of patent-
ed articles, making the manufacturers, and vend-
ors, with thei_r agents and accessories, alone re-
sponsible for infringing patents, and not the in-
nocent user, whe has purchased in good faith in
open market, without any intention of violating
the law.” Such a bil) was prepared and passed

the House of the ‘47th Congress, but -
tombed in the Sem'\‘t‘g. L e
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We have also labored long and well to secare
the passage by Congress of a bill to elevate the
Agricultural Department,, extend its scope and
influence , and give the Commissioner a position
in the President's Cabinet »"here he can have a
voice and vote, and direct influence with the
government, in shaping its policy, and in pro-
tecting the agricultural interest, from which the
nation draws its very life-blood of existence,
from the grasping avaricioosaess of combined
and incorporated wealth. A bill for this purpose
passed the House of the 47th Congress by the
necessary two thirds vote, but like the other
measures for the relief and protection of Agricul-
ture met wth nofavor in the Senate. The fol-
lowing from one of the leading national journals
is one of the arguments used to defeat this meas-
ure:  "An 6thcer whose legal functions do not
take him outside of the domain of seeds, fertil-
izers, potato bugs, and the diseases of cattle, is
not absolutely essential as a cabinet minister."

And yet, there is not one of the great nations
upon the Europea” continent but has its Minis-
ter of Agriculture occupying the same position
in the government that Cabinet ministers do in
ours.

These three measures were defeated in the
Senate by the combined influence of corpora-
tions and individuals, who fatten and grow rich
atthe expense of agriculture. A prominent at-
torney of one of the great railroad corporations
has been credited with saying: "We have lost
our power in the States, in the House of Repre-
sentatives in Congress and in the courts; and our
only remaining, hope for maintaining our vested
rights is in the United States Senate." If the
power of monopoly is being driven from State
legislatures, the popular branph of Congress,and
the courts , and is entrenching itself in the Uni-
ted States Senate, our tactics must be changed
and the enemy stormed In his stronghold.

It is a question which merits our consideration,
whether or not "a government of the people and
for the people can be safe, with the members of
one branch of it, which holds the' balance of
power, and controls the appointment of all the
important officers of the government, so far re-
moved from the suffrages of the people as United
States Senators are.

| have referredto these questions—so import-
ant to the public welfare—to show to the mem-
bers of our fraternity, to the American farmers
and the American people, some of the measures
of reform which have been inaugurated and
prosecuted by our organization, the progress
made, and where the responsibility of the de-
feats we have suffered, rests.

EDUCATION AND ELEVATION.

Our greatest achievements are not, however,
to be found in our effortsto secure favorable and
friendly legislation for our interests, but in the
great work of educating and elevating our class.
When our Patrons' ship was first launched upon
the great, ocean of public turmoil and strife in
1873, fanners and their families were, to a very
great extent, isolated from, each.other in their
social and business relations, plodding single’
handed and alone in their work of cultivating
their farms and endeavors to support their fami-
lies from the products of the same. They were
unaccustomed to the discipline of close organi-
zations, ritualistic work or parliamentary usage.
Farmers were seldom found in places of public
trust, or taking part in public meetings and dis-
cussions, or occupying the rostrum. The agri-
cultural literature of the country was confined to
a few volumes, containing only the cogitations
of theorists in agricultural science, and a very
limited number of poorly patronized journals to
which few practical farmers furnished contribu-
tions. But few could be found who favored a
higher education for farmers' sons and daughters
and agricultural and industrial schools and col-
leges had but few advocates. Well developed
muscles and a disposition to use them, was con-
sidered to be the surest means of success in
farming.

When Congress made an appropriation to en-
dow agricultural colleges, many farmers were
either too indifferent to their own interests, or
prejudiced against such schools to appreciate the
favor, and in several States allowed other institu-
tions to seize upon and appropriate the funds to
their own use and benefit, satisfyingfarmers with
a department of agriculture, and that in name
only, but sufficient to answer the requirements of
the law.

He who fails to see and acknowledge the great
change that has been wrought,,and the influence
which our Order has exerted in producing the
same, certainly cannot be .credited with any
great amount of discernment.

Farmers, with their wives and children, have
come together in the Grange, cultivated sociabil-
ity, friendship and confidence in eachpther, sub
mitted to useful discipline, learned parliamentary
usage, accustomed themselves to read and recite
in public, write and read essays, and speak in
debate and on the rostrum. Coming, together as
a band of brothers and sisters, under pledges of
fidelity to each other and a firm resolve to cul-
tivate a higher manhood and womanhood for
themselves, they have been inspired to labor with
diligence in their efforts to excel, to emulate
worthy examples and conduct themselves with
circumspection. By cultivating respect and es-
teem for each other the ties of fraternity have
been strengthened. By taking an active part in
the literary work of the Grange, a greater desire
for useful knowledge has been created, and the
shelves and center table better supplied with
books and journals. Under the direct influence
and teachings of the Grange thousands of rural
homes have been beautified and their surround-
ings made more cheerful and attractive; and
many sad and despondent hearts have been made
to rejoice in happier homes and more endearing
family ties. The early care and training of chil-
dren has received attention, and many. parents
have been made happier, in realizing its salutary
influence upon the lives of their sons and daugh-
ters, and their growing attachment forhome, and
in being able to keep the loved ones upon the
farm.

Work and business operations upon the farm
have been systematized, and the burden of labor
lightene I. Farms have been better cultivated
ami made more productive. Live stock has
been improved, more humanely treated and bet-
ter carea for. Farmers have been made to read
and think and investigate and act for themselves,
codfeqgaently have become more self-reliant and
indepsalent. They have been induced to take
more interest in public affairs, and being better
qualified to do so, are often called to fill public
offices, to preside over conventions and delibera-
tive Ixxtics, and to address public assemblies. It
is a fundamental principle of the Order to pro-
vide for rur children the means for obtaining a
higher and more practical education, and better
sufted to the farmer's calling. Hence we have
advocated for every State an independent Agri-
cultural and Industrial College, with an experi-
mental farm attached. The fruitsof our labors
in this direction are to be found ia the great and
growing prosperity which has attended these in-
stitutions during the past few yews, and in the
establishment of Experiment Stations in several
States; also in the introduction jato Congress, of
a Bill providing for a National Agricultural Ex
periment Statiou in each of the several stales of
the Union. Congress should be memorialized
for the passage of this measure.

SECTIONALISM ABOI |1 W .

As already shown, itwas a part of the mis-
fion of the Order, to allay, as far as possible, the
sectional prejudice and bitterness which had
been engendered by the eventsof the war. Rep-
resentative men and women, Who were Husband-
men and Matrons, representing the great agricul-
tural interests of the North and Soath, assembled
in this National Grange, seized each other by
the hand, exchanged the fraternal grip of the
"Good Patron,” and as brothers and asters of
one great family seeking each other*« good aad
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each other's interest, formed an rthfttg friend-
ship for each other, and cemented it by the ties
of brotherly love. They sepwattrf and returned
to their several homes, disseminating these feel-
ings and sentiments among theirbrethern of the
Order, and their neighbors and friends. Annu-
ally, for eleven years, representatives from the
Subordinate and State Granges have come to-
gether, bringing and returning’ messages of
peaccand good-will. | utter it as my firm con-*
viction, that our organization has done more to
allay sectional bitterness and restore good under-
standing and friendly relations between the peo-
ple of the North and South, than all other influ-
ences combined.

In addition to all this ithas been well
truthfully said:

"The Order of Patrons of Husbandry has ena-
bled farmers to put their impress upon the gov-
ernment of many states; it has provided ways by
which great savings have been realized; it has
.taught farmers the strength of numbers, and the
potency of organized effort to accomplish useful
purposes. Above all and beyond all these mate-
rial advantages, it has elevated the standaid of
manhood and womanhood in the representatives
of a great industry, where muscle before, was re-
garded as superior to mind; it has made farmers
more worthy citizens, and has given their fami-
lies higher consideration. Its principles «are in
accord with the strictest rules of morality, and
its teachings have tended to refine and elevate
all its members."”

Truly, our Order is fulfilling its mission, and
has already accomplished a great work, which
no careful observer can fail to see and acknowl-
edge. And vyet there are broad and unfinished
fields of labor before us, and new ones constant-
ly opening up to our view.

and

OUR SCHOOLS.

That our schools and the educational system of
the country have not kept fully up with the
times and the demands of our great civilization
the following testimonials will indicate. One of
the oldest and most popular professors in West
Point has said:

*That the young men who apply for admis-
sion to that militiry institute are not so well
versed in the rudiments of an English education
as were the young men of the last generation."

He attributes this change tothe pernicious habit
which has grown up in our public schools of try-
ing to give the young a smattering of many
studies, but no sufficientknowledge of any of
the ordinary branches which used to be
taught quite thoroughly twenty or thirty years
ago.

General Walker, late Commissioner of the U.
S. Census Bureau, in an address before the Na-
tional Teachers' Association said: "That the
tendency of all our higher schools is to magnify
clerical and professional work, at the expense of
hard labor."

It is in these schools that the men and women
who do much to mold public sentiment and give
shape to our lay~sJtfe trained. Is it any wonder
then that our land is filled with young men and
women who look upon labor as ignoble and de-
grading, and will sacrifice honesty, morality,and
all that is good and virtuous in the human char-
acter to avoid it?

"This Upas tree of injustice, monopoly and
caste, under whose baleful shadow the sweet
flowers of humanity wither, and whose bitter
fruit the millions eat and die, has its roots in the
false education of our youth."

We want a class of schools and system of in-
struction, which shall bring the means for a
practical education suited to the wants of every
condition of life, within the reach of every child
in the community. We want a system which
shall include manual labor in conjunction with,
and as an essential part of intellectual culture,
develop strong bodies, active intellects, a love
for work and contempt for idleness; and fit men
and women for the industrial pursuits, as well as
for "clerical and professional work,"

If our free institutions and our national fame
are to be saved from that "pit of luxury, sensual-
ism and corruption which swallowed up the lost
nations of olden times," such a system must be
secured; for only such training of the young can
give to our country a race worthy of its name and
grandeur, and fit to achieve its magnificent des-
tiny.

CORRUPT USE OF MONEY IN ELECTIONS.

Another bamer to our work, and danger to our
institutions, is in the corrupt use of money by
corporations, political parties and candidates, to
control elections. This practice is antagonistic
to every principle of a democratic government,
gives a lie to the doctrine of political equality,
and invests concentrated wealth with absolute
power over the people in electing public officers
and shaping the policy of the government.

Governor Bell, of New Hampshire, in his in
augural address in 1881, said: "The improper
use of money to influence popular elections is a
crying evil of our times. It has become so gen-
eral that little or no secrecy is made of it, and
that well-meaning men assume to justify if. But
nothing can be more fatal to the fateof our free
institutions. When the largest purse secures the
election to office, we may bid farewell to liberty
and virtue in the government.”

The New York legislative committee appointed
to Investigate the management of the Erie rail-
road in 1873, in theirreport, said; "The evidence
exposed the reckless and prodigal use of money,
wrung from the people, to purchase the election
of the people's representatives, and to bribe
them when in office.”

The report of the Railroad Commissioners of
Georgia for 1881, in referring to this subject,
said:

"The moral and social consequences of these
corruptions are even worse than the political;
they are simply appalling. We contemplate
them with anxiety and dismay. The demoral
ization is worse than that of war—as fraud is
meaner than force, and trickery than violence.
Aside from their own corruptions, the operators
aim directly at the corruption of the press and
the  Government.™

Governor Gray, of Indiana, in his message to
the Legislature in 1881, said:

"In my judgment the Republic can not live
long in the atmosphere which now surrounds the
ballot-box. ~ Moneyed corporations, to secure
favorable legislation for themselves, are taking
an active part in elections by furnishing large
sums of money to corrupt the voter and purchase
special privileges from the Government.”

If money can control the decision of the bal-
lot-box, it will not be long until it can control its
existence.

Evidence ot the existence and effect of this
corrupting practice could be multiplied, but the
above will suffice. The power to abolish it and
epurify elections is with the several States; and
we can do much through our State and Subordi-
nate organizations to enlighten the masses and
arouse public sentiment to frown upon the evil
and demand reform.

THE CAUCUS SYSTEM.

| am inclined to the opinion that if farmers
ever acquire the influence in politics and public
affairs which their numbers, their intelligence,
and the importance of their vocation entitle
them, a radical change must be made in thepr
vailing system by which nominations to om
are made. In a recent and valuable work on
*'The American Caucus System, its Origin, Pur-
pose and Utility," by the Hon. George W. Law-
ton, | find the following very sensible and—to
my mind—wise and practical suggestion for re-
forming our present caucus system. The author

Avoid large assemblies. Do not bring the
electors of a large and populous district into one
caucus. Increase the number of caucuses by as-
signing so small a territory to itsjurisdiction that
the number of all the electors within it will not
be too great for every resident to be known by
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sight to his fellows. This may easily be effected
in the country, as a caucus there can be assigned
for each small political division, as, for example,
a school district. * * * In cities, give a
caucus to every one, two, or three blocks, re-
quiring one for one hundred, two hundred, or
three hundred people—three hundred should be
the maximum number." .

Under ourpresentsystem forelecting delegates
to nonitaating'conventions, the township caucus
is generally held in the village or place of hold-
ing the elections. Farmers have many miles to
travel to reach it, and as a rule but few attend.
This is favorable for the scheming politicians,
who, with an element easily controlled, can so
manipulate them as to favor their own interest.
Whereas, if the eight, ten or fifteen delegates to
be chosen were apportioned to the school dis-
tricts, and a caucus held in each to elect its one
or two delegates, as the case may be, the influ-
ence of village saloons, or the one in the grocery
upon the four corneis, would in a great measure
be avoided; and a mnch greater number of the
prominent tax-paying citizens of the township
would take part in selecting such delegates.
This is a question worthy of our consideration,
and a profitable theme for discussion in 0l« Su-
bordinate Granges.

FINANCE.

The condition of the finances of the National
Grange will appear from the Treasurer's report,
but I desire to call attention to the fact that in
1876 we had $60,0D0 invested in Government
bonds, but during that and the following year
$15,000 of these were sold and most of the
money realized from them donated to the State
Granges. From 1877 to 1882 our net annual re-
ceipts' failed to meet current expenses and pay
the cost of our annual sessions; and by the an-
nual sale of bonds our investments were reduced
to $38,000. Since 1882 the receipts have met
all expenditures, and kept a good working bal-
ance In the treasury. | am firmly of the opinion
that the future prosperity and the perpetuity of
the Order depends largely upon the continuation
of this policy of exercising the strictest economy
in every department of the National Grange,
and that under no circumstances should our se-
curities be reduced another dollar. The $38,000
left are six per cent, bonds, and mature in about
twelve years. They are now worth a premium
of about 35 per cent, on a dollar, and if sold
now would realize to the treasury the sum of
$51,300. As the time of maturity approaches
the premium will diminish—hence the question
of changing these securities should be well con-
sidered by those having charge of our National
Grange finances.

CONDITION OF THE ORDER AND CONCLUSION.

The condition of the Order in the several
States will be shown by the reports of the State
Masters, but | am satisfied that it is generally
good, and in most of the States prosperous.
Since our last meeting a revival of Grange work
has taken plate in Connecticut, which will be
noted with much interest. For five years a sin-
gle-Grange had worked solitary and alone in.that
State with the motto of our Order, "ESTO-PER-
PETUA 11", upon its walls. In January, 1885,
the Master, Sherman Kimberly, reported forty-
two members in good standing. In March fol-
lowing | appointed him General Deputy, with
authority to organize Granges in the State. In
January last he reported one new Grange organ-
ized, making two in the State with a member-
ship of 131, and in July last he organized a
State Grange with sixteen Subordinate Granges
and a membership of 700. To-day there is
more than 1,000 members enrolled in the books
of the Subordinate Granges, and the representa-
tives of that State Grange are now occupying
seats in this body. Here is an example of faith
and perseverance in Grange work worthy of imi-
tation.

Indications of a reviving interest is also ap-
parent in Nebraska. | appointed two deputies
for that State, and two new Granges have been
organized, and one re-organized, but no farther
marked progress has been made. | am inclined,
however, to the opinion that "fields in that
State are now ready for the harvest,"” and that a
good, competent lecturer would in a few weeks
be able to organize a State Grange upon a per-
manent basis which would honor the Order and
be a lasting benefit to the toiling husbandmen
of that State.

Wherever the work languishes it is through a
failure to comprehend the necessity of such an
organization among farmers, or a want of a clear
understanding by the members of its real object
and purpose. Hence the work of enlightenment
must be carried into the Subordinate Granges,
by lecturers, special documents, atid the Grange
press.

SUSTAIN THE GRANGE PRESS.

The lecture system is a strong arm of support
and effective in arousing men to action. It can-
not be dispensed with and should be encouraged
and strengthened; but it is expensive, and funds
are not always on hand to pay lecturers. The
National Grange cannot furnish lecturers for
State Granges, and do justice to all, without ex
hausting its treasury. This would be an unwise
and ruinous policy. Special documents are val-
uable, and should be as liberally supplied
and as widely circulated as possible; but they
are too expensive, and generally fail to reach the
masses. In my judgment the Grange press is
the cheapest and most efficient medium for the
dissemination of information among our mem-
bers, and for enlightening public sentiment that
can be employed.

A good lecture, that costs ten dollars or more,
may be listened to, and benefit a few hundred,
or a few thousand persons; the same published in
the score or more of journals devoted to the Or-
der, at an expense too insignificant to mention,
would reach two or three hundred thousand
readers. | therefore urge that our Grange jour-
nals be encouraged by all means proper to use,
and at our command, and their circulation ex-
tended as widely as possible.

In conclusion, I will say that we need a more
marked revival in our work, and | mistake the
signs of the times if we are not on the eve of
such a revival. A revival in the religion
of the Grange, if you please; for the
Grange has a religion, pure and undefiled, which
has been beautifully portrayed, together with the
needed revival, by the Rev. Dr. Grosh—one of
the founders of the Order and first Chaplain of
the National Grange. Quoting in part from Dr.
Chyler, Bro. Grosh said: "The revival, then
which we need, is a revival of the religion which
keeps God's commandments; which tells the
truth, and sticks to its promises; which pays
hundred cents on a dollar; which cares more for
a good character than a fine coat; which votes at
the ballot-box in the same direction that it prays;
which denies ungodly lusts, and which can be
trusted in every stress of temptation. A revival
which will sweeten oar homes, and chasten our
press, and purify our politics, and cleanse our
business and commerce from roguery and rotten-
ness, would be a boon from heaven. A revival
which will bring not only a Bible knowledge,
but a Bible conscience, to all, is what the land is
dying for. The world's sorest want to-day is
more Christ-like men and women. The preach
ing it needs is more sermons in shoes.

"Then let the homes send into the Granges a
continuous stream of accessions taught in such a
revived religion; and but very few years—but
generation at most—would make all corrupt par-
tiesand rings and legislatures and congresses
and grasping monopolies, so effectually things
of the past that their mention would sound like
that of the Deluge, or the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah. And our homes—the homes of
our land—how blessed would they be in the at-
mosphere of such a religion, thus constantly re-
vived in the minds and hearts of their inmates!
A heaven would each be—an earthly heaven to
go to heaven in."

Then let as in oar deliberations here, ia oar

State, County and Subordinate Granges through-
out the land, with our tongues and our press,
with our examples and our prayers, work togeth-
er for this revival in our fraternal work.

J. J. WOODMAN.

[gricnfrimtJ department.

The Farmer's Bell.

BY |. B. MITCHELL. -

| sing not of the solemn tones that come from
churclily spire,

Nor cannons' boom, nor whistles'
instrumental lyre.

But of the modern rural
love the most.

The often ringing farmer's bell that hangs upon
the post,

The iron bell, the dinner bell that hangs upon

the post.

shriek, nor

sound I've learned to

Its metal, tho' of cheaper grade than copper
mixed with tin,

Fails not at just the noonday hour to make me-
lodious din.

It is the Kitchen's soul and breath—potatoes,
bread and roast

Rings out the farmer's rusty bell that hangs upon
the post.

The iron bell, the dinner bell that hangs upon

the post.

And when the day of toil
old farm,
There's something
merry chime;
For its notes invite to chat and tea with those we
' love the most.
The kettle-sounding farmer's bell that hangs
upon the post,
The iron bell, the dinner bell that hangs upon
the post.

o'er upon the dear

in its n tone that has a

The farmer's bell proclaims of peace and plenty
in the land,

Tis the music of the "heart and home"—a hap-
py household band.

And the nation's sinews, strength and pride, from
east to western coast

Are the homes where rings the farmer'sbell that
hangs upon the post,

The iron bell, the dinner bell that hangs upon

the post.

Most grand and most progressive age!
to its place

The sphere of those who till the soil—ennobling
our race;

And this gives spirit to my song—it is my pride
and boast

To live in the time that popularized the bell
upon the post,

The iron bell, the dinner bell that hangs upon

the post.

Exalting

Wheat.

Does it pay the Michigan farmer to
raise it at present prices? We were
told years ago by those who ought to
know that to raise wheat as we were
then doing would ruin our farms; that
this crop was taking the life blood out
of the land, and that the crop was grad-
ually growing less and less, and that
soon its yield would be so low that it
would not pay to raise it, and that then,
when it was too late, we would see that
we had ruined our land, and then would
come the tug of war to find ways and
means to restore the lost fertility.

Between 30 and 40 years ago the
Michigan Farmer was devoting its en-
ergies largely to the task of persuading
the farmers of Michigan to raise some
thing else besides wheat, as that was so
uncertain, and the yield was such at that
time that it did not pay to raise it. The
yield for the State at that time (and
mark you that was when the land was
new) was about 10 bushels per acre as
an average for five years. Now and
then a farmer would raise considerable
more than the average, but even they
thought wheat was a very poor paying
crop to raise. It may be both interest-
ing and instructive to compare some of
the figures of that early time with those
of to-day and see if we have good cause
of complaint on account of the wheat
crop at the present time. | will give
the figures of 36 years ago as to the
cost of raising wheat, based upon the
average for five years, by a man who
raised fifteen bushels per acre for the
five years, while the State only yielded
ten bushels per acre for the same time.

Summerfallowing. ten acres, plowing
twice $20.00

One day sowing the same 75
Three days harrowing in seed 4.50

bushels seed wheat at 63 cents.... 7.87%
Harvesting at $1 per acre 10.00
Hauling and threshing 150 bushels at 8

cents 12.00
Marketing at 4 cents a bushel 6.00

Making a total cost of 61.127
Credit by 150 bushels of wheat at 63

cents a bushel, that being the aver-

age price, and 15 bushels to the acre

the average yield, for the five

years 94-5°
Deduct the cost of raising 6r.i2%

Leaves a balance of 33-377

t-j pay two years' interest on the cost of the land
and wear and tear of tools, etc.

Now it will be observed that this
comparatively fortunate farmer, “who
raised half as much again as the aver-
age for the State for the five years, has
left $3.37J" per acre to pay his two
years' interest on his land, taxes, insur
ance, use of buildings, etc. When
these are deducted his expenses run
ahead of his receipts, and where would
the average farmer of that time find
himself? Echo answers, where?

How is it to-day? Of course we near
ly all say, as they did then, that wheat
raising don't pay, and that we are ruin
ing our land by wheating it to death.

Well, our Michigan method is a fanny
Way to kill off land, to have the yield of
wheat increase as the land grows older,
until at the present time, after half
century, the average is twice what it
was then, and the wheat crop is to-day
about the surest crop that the farmer
can raise. While the cost of raising an
an acre of wheat is greater than then
and the average cost atrifle over 59 cents
per bushel, yet for southern Michigan
the net income to the farmer, after he
gets good pay for all his work, is s$4.46
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per acre, and for the northern Michigan
farmer, ;5.93. This is no big thing to
get from a wheat crop, and is not as well
as we may do, yet it is much better, as |
have shown, than they did at that early
day when the soil was new and rick.

The present must be counted as a
successful generation of wheat farmers,
who know well what they are doing; and
the recent Institute at Climax, in this
county, brought out men who on old
wheat farms are now raising such enor-
mous wheat crops that the total cost
the past year has been less than 40 cents
per bushel, leaving the enormous profit
of 45 to 50 cents per bushel at present
prices.

A word to the wise, however, may not
be out of place. We must get from 20
bushels up to 50 per acre, and the larger
the yield the cheaper per bushel can
we raise it.

The above showing seems to indicate
that very many farmers are making a
good thing out of wheat at the present
time, and possibly more than from any
other farm crop, excepting Bohemian
oats.

A question right here might be in or-
der: If the average yield of wheat per
acre is increasing at such a great rate
as is indicated above, how long will it
be before wheat-raising runs out in
Michigan. Those who think that the
increased vyield points to prospective
sterility, would no doubt figure out from
a decreasing yield per acre good proof
of increasing fertility.

WM. STRONG.

Kalamazoo, Mich., Feb. 9, 1886.

Sowing Clover Seed.
[From the Agricultural College.]

As to the best time and method of
sowing clover seed, we have tried sow-
ing on frozen ground, later on snow or
ground not frosen, and still later with
and 'without harrowing. We have had
a good catch with each method, and
we have occasionally failed with each,
so that we cannot say that any one of
these or any other will always prove
successful. Seasons and soils and con-
ditions of soil vary so greatly that the
best way this year may not be the best
next season. My own experience, how-
ever, leads me to the conclusion that it
is safer to wait until the ground is set-
tled, then sow and harrow thoroughly
with a light harrow, and then follow
with roller. We wuse the Cahoon or
wheelbarrow seeder, and last season we
secured a "Strowbridge broadcast seed-
er," which can be quickly attached to a
wagon and has given perfect satisfac-
tion, both in sowing clover and grain.
It is manufactured by the Racine Seed-
er Co., Racine, Wis.

With light lands, where it is difficult
to get a good seeding of clover, | have
found it a good plan to sow the clover
with the wheat (we always sow timothy
in the fall) getting it in early—the last
days of August or first of September.
Almost invariably | have secured a good
catch of clover, but sometimes the
growth of clover isso strong as to lessen
the yield of wheat.

I have sown clover in August on light
land thoroughly prepared, without any
grain, and believe that on lands of this
character it will frequently be found the
best way to seed them. The problem
is, how to seed our light opening lands.

have had little trouble with heavy
soils. As to the amount of seed a wide
difference of opinion prevails. Many
farmers say a bushel of clover to ten
acres; | think it safer to sow from six
to eight quarts per acre.

We have not experimented with
mixed grasses for pasture, but intend to
do so this season. We have grown Lu-
cerne, Alsike orchard grass, oat grass
and several other grasses for some years
in one-eighth acre plats of each sort
While each has a value of its own and
would be desirable in a pasture of mixed
grasses, no one of them compares with
our red clover as to quality, yield and
adaptability to all soils. Clover is our
main reliance for fodder and fertility.

Prof. Brown, of Ontario, recommends
for permanent pasture soils with a de-
cided clayey tendency, seeded with the
following mixture per acre:  Grasses—
meadow fescue, 6 Ibs.; meadow fox fair,
3 Ibs.; timothy, 3 Ibs.; English rye, 2
Ibs.; Canadian blue, 4 Ibs.; orchard, 3
Ibs.; red top, 2 Ibs.; yellow oat, 2 Ibs.;
total, 25 Ibs. Clovers—Lucerne, 4 Ibs.;
white, 2 Ibs.; alsike, 2 Ibs.; red, 1 1lb.;
yellow, 1 Ib.; total, 10 |Ibs.; total,
including grasses, 35 |Ibs. per acre.
He adds never less than 25 Ibs. with
the best conditions, nor more than
35 Ibs. with poorest conditions. Keep
all animals off the first year. Practice
rolling every year and top dress with
barnyard manure every third year, after
haying or in early fall.

SAM'L JOHNSON.

HILLSDALE, Feb. 15, 1886.
Bro. C. S. Killmer, of Arenac, in a
late number of the visiTor seems to
have been in a gloomy frame of mind
when he wrote. He should remember
that farmers, as a rule, think it a9 much
out of their line of business to write an
article for publication as the legal fra-
ternity think it out of theirs to get as
honest living in the harvest field. | dp
not sympathize with the writer in the
gloomy view he takes of the Grange;
and if | did | would not publish it, for
it's catching. Now there is no class
with better native ability or that is
quicker to discern, or that will adapt
themselves to circumstances more read-



