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The First Institute. 
The first in the series of Farmers' In-

stitutes of this season was held at 
Grange Hall, Hudsonville, Ottawa Co., 
Feb. 2 and 3. The Institute was in 
charge of Prof. W. J. Beal, of the Agri-
cultural College, and there were also in 
attendance President Willits, Secretary 
Reynolds, and Professors Tohnson and 
Carpenter. 

Visitors from a distance were enter-
tained in true Grange style at the hall 
and at their homes by members of Hud-
sonville Grange and those outside the 
Order. Excellent music was furnished 
by Hudsonville, Georgetown and Grand-
ville Glee Clubs, • in charge of F. P. 
Beaumont. Sfae attendance was large 
and the program good throughout. The 
success of the Institute was largely due 
to the good management of H. E. Hud-
son and Robert Alward, with able as-
sistants. 

After introductory speeches, prayer, 
and music, "Roaming Through the For-
est," the first lecture was given by 
Prof. R. C. Carpenter, of the Agricultu-
ral College, on 

DRAINAGE OF MUCK SWAMPS. 
He described the origin of swamps, 

their value when drained for farming 
purposes, and the method of laying out 
and constructing tile drains. A chart of 
the college farm was exhibited, showing 
location of former swamps and position 
of drains. Open ditches are generally 
best for a few years unfil the swamp has 
settled. If the muck is so deep that the 
drains cannot be laid at the bottom of 
it, they require to be as close together 
as in clay lands. In the ordinary small 
marshes of Michigan, drains at the sides 
are often all that is necessary. Tile 
may be laid in muck with as much safe-
ty and in the same manner as in other 
land if care is taken to keep the bottom 
of the ditch from becoming soft. The 
mole plow, not now much used, drains 
more successfully in muck than in other 
soil. Muck land should be kept in grass 
for several years after it is first drained, 
and not be plowed. Afterward it be-
comes firm and will grow all kinds of 
crops. The application of barnyard 
manure and ashes is beneficial. 

Miss Helen Corwin, of Hudsonville, 
read an excellent essay entitled, "Living 
f n r a n " ° 

sickness," not yet common in this coun-
try, is due to a lack of soluble potash in 
the soil. Mammoth clover seeds 
more freely, does not root as deep, and 
is less valuable for feed than the me-
dium. 

Hon. Geo. F. Richardson spoke on 
"Legislation for Farmers." He differs 
from Prof. Johnson on the subject of 
butterine, and believes that legislation 
could suppress its manufacture, though 
repeated efforts might be necessary. He 
described the unwholesome materials 
from which it is made. 

Chas. Freeman read a paper on "Pri-
mary Schools;" Miss Allie Alward gave 
a rehearsal; Chas. Underhill read an 
essay on "Home Influences;" Dr. B. B. 
Godfrey read a paper on "Hygiene,", 
and Mrs. H. V. Weatherwax read a prac-' 
tical essay. 

President Willits, of the Agricultural 
College, being called upon, gave a de-
scription of the College and its method 
o f w o r k - ^ A. A. CROZIER. 

What is the Farm? 
In a previous article on "What is the 

Farmer?" the position was taken that he 
was the symmetrical American citizen 
with all faculties developed. If so, the 
farm must furnish the widest field for 
the exercise of these faculties, and to 
prove which shall be the object of this 
article. 
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for an Object. 
The morning session was opened with 

a paper on the "Potato Rot" by A. A 
Crozier, of Grand Rapids. He gave an 
account of the injury to the potato crop 
by this disease the past season, and of 
its history, cause and remedies. It is 
produced b y . a small parasitic fungus, 
phytophthora infestans, which lives most-
ly withm the potato plant, both tops and 
tubers, and causes the decay. The 
more important remedies are early 
planting, a dry location, and sound seed. 

Prof. Samuel Johnson gave an ad-
dress on 

CATTLE AND DAIRY PRODUCTS. 
He described the various breeds of cat-

tle, recommended co-operative cream-
eries, and gave in detail the construc-
tion and management of a model cream-
ery at Windsor, Conn. Directions for 
feeding dairy cattle were given. He 
urged the importance of the dairy inter-
est not only for the direct financial re-
turns, but also for its influence on gen-
eral agriculture by sustaining the fertili-
ty of the soil. 

Mr. Sinclair, a practical cheese-ma-
ker of Hudsonville, read a paper on the 
same subject. 

Aaron Clark, a raiser of Jersey cattle 
described his success with that breed. ' 

In the afternoon Robert Alward, 
President of the Institute, read a paper 
on "Farmers' Organization." 

In the discussion which followed, 
President Willets said that the revised 
Constitution, which was defeated in the 
State a few years ago, was designed to 
remedy many of the evils mentioned ' 
the paper.' 

Prof. Beal presented the subject of 
RED CLOVER, 

"the red plumed commander-in-chief of 
the manorial forces." It has been called 
a "trap for nitrogen." Its roofs and 
stubble compose half its weight and 
contain three to four times as much dry 
matter per acre as those of barley. Ani-
mals extract only five. to ten per cent 
of the nitrogen from clover hay and less 
of the mineral matter, and when the 
manure is carefully handled it is better-
to feed the hay than to plow it under 
green, but in ordinary cases the latter 
is often the most profitable. "Clover 

The farm furnishes the best physical 
specimens of health and endurance. 
The farm requires the use of the entire 
muscular system, and not the use of one 
set of muscles only, as in trades and 
towns. The work is mostly in the open 
air, and food the purest and freshest. 

The farm would also furnish a good 
field for moral development because of 
its freedom from temptation if it were 
not for some corner groceries and ihe 
habit of swapping horses. 

The business of farming is a complete 
trade and the farmsr must be posted on 
all the details. Other trades are being 
subdivided so a man rarely now learns 
what might be called a trade. A print-
er once knew job work, composition 
and press work; now each is a trade by 
itself and one rarely knows the others. 
A tailor formerly cut and made clothing,' 
now a man might be a tailor all his life 
and never cut a garment. It is the same j 
with every trade. A man nowadays 
learns some one thing about a trade,but 
the farmer must be a master of his entire 
business. 

Farming is a complete business be-
cause the farm raises all the farmers' 
necessities. He need not go bfi%he 
farm for his living, and the time is in 
the memory of many of the readers of 
the V I S I T O R when the clothing and car-
pets were spun and woven on the farm. 
Now the farmer exchanges his wool for 
clothing and some of Jiis provisions for 
luxuries. Many farmers near toWns 
supply private families entirely with pro-
visions, as pork, potatoes, lard, butter, 
eggs, honey and fruits, having an 
agreement that they shall be supplied 
with a given quantity weekly or monthly 
of these commodities. A fixed contract 

! price per annum will be found preferable 
to a constant disagreement in prices be-
tween seller and buyer. Agreeing upon 
a price for the year does it once for all. 
If the farmer has kept a book account 
of sales for a few years back there is lit-
tle danger of his getting cheated. If the 
townsman wishes a cow, horse or fowls 
the farmer may sell them and then fur 
msh hay, straw, oats and corn to feed 
them. This supply business gives the 
farmer a more independent market than 
placing his products at the tender mer-
cies of the public, and proves that the 
farmer may not only furnish himself all 
these necessities but his 
also. 

This suggests another reason why 
farming is the perfect business. Farm-
ers produce the necessities of life. Mer-
chants are only a convenience; many 
inventions and manufactured articles 
were better unmade; while productions 
from the farm form the staple of life for 
man and beast and the basis of trade 
A good farm U a school for learners and 
a benefit to all. g 

weight will be shown; while if the ani-
mal be exposed to inclement weather, a 
still larger amount of food will be con-
sumed in the bare maintenance of vi-
tality. It is usually expected that there 
will be sufficient increase of price be-
tween fall and spring to compensate this 
maintenance cost; but it will be seen 
that, with hay worth ten dollars a ton, 
this increase must be nearer two cents 
than one cent a pound, while if the in-
crease in price fall below ene cent, the 
feeder must suffer loss, even in the most 
favorable cases. 

F E N C I N G A G A R D E N . — A correspond-
ent writes: The Western Rural by its 
continual urging farmers to have good 
gardens has awakened in me an interest 
in the subject. My difficulty—and it is 
one to which The Rural has frequently 
referred—is that I have thought I did 
not have time to bother with it. My 
garden spot is not large enough to ad-
mit of horse cultivation, and I have not 
the patience to do it by hand. But you 
have recently stated that my difficulty 
can be obviated by having the rows 
long. That is very simple, but I con-
fess that I had never thought of it be-
fore. Now do you mean that there 
shall be a regular fenced long narrow 
garden, or a strip of some field simply 
appropriated? In reply The Rural would 
say that either place may be adopted, 
but it is always better to have the garden 
fenced for most obvious reasons. The 
garden spot ought to be set apart and 
devoted exclusively for that purpose. If 
properly attended to it will be in a very 
high state of cultivation and just fitted 
for garden purposes. Fence it in, hav-
ing it long and narrow. An exchange 
suggests that the side fences be perma-
nent and the end fences movable. Very 
good idea as a little thought will show. 
It will enable the gardener to cultivate 
the entire space, there being no need 
of turning room. 

•Í „ . , . Primed by A. J. ALDRICH & CO., 
1 Publishers of the COLDWATER REPUBLICAN. 

As a diversion at least such things are 
worth trying. 

t* of greetings. 

T h e next meeting of the Ionia County Grange 
will be held at Banner Grange Hall , on Tues-
day,Feb.23,commencing at 10A.M. Brother C . G . 
Luce, Master o£ the State Grange, will be pres-
ent and commence his course of lectures in Ionia 
County at 2 r . M., to which all are invited. Bro. 
Luce wil l speak at K e e n Grange Hall , Feb. 24,at 
2 p M., and Easton G r i n g e Hal l at 7 p. M., at 
Berlin Center Grange Hall , Feb. 25, at 2 p. M. 

T h e Grand Traverse County Pomona Grange, 
I<o. 17, will meet at Monro* Center with Silver 
L a k e Grange, Thursday March 11, at I o 'clock, 
wind and weather permitting. Public meeting, 
in the evening. Subjects for discussion. 

*• What are the duties and responsibilities of 
Citizenship as to the Legislation of the Country? 

2. T h e Power and Duty of the Grange. 
3. What benefits have fanners outside the 

<->ates, received from the Grange? 
4. Is there such a thing as Leisure for the farmer 

ana farmers wife! 
5. What steps should be taken by the Pomona 

Grange to advance Grange interests in our 
County? 

6. The work of the Reformer, its necessity, its 
hindrances and encouragements. 

11. K. BRINKMAN,'Master. 

Hillsdale County Pomona Grange will hold its 
next meeting with Scipio Grange March 3, at 
Espies Hall, Mosherville. A l l Patrons please 
be on hand at 10 A. M. sharp, as we want to do all 
business in the forenoon. Afternoon the call 
will be at one o'clock sharp, for literary work 
when the doors will be open to all. 

PROGRAM. 
Essay, by Miss R . E. Robinson, 

tience. 
Essay, by Mr,, 

dustry. 

Pa-Subject 

R. W. Freeman.^ Subject—In-

Essay, by Mrs, Waldo Smith. Subject—Cheer-
lulness. 

Select Reading, Mrs. S. D. Brower. Question 
for discussion " W o u l d the suspension of silver 
coinage be detrimental or otherwise to the In-
dustries of America? Opened by paper from N . 
T Brockway. Second Question—Do the signs 
ot the times warrant us safety in any enterprise 
wherein there is not a cash capital equal to the 
business we are to enter into. 

R A I S I N G O N I O N S . — O f the many kinds 
of onion seed sown, I consider the red 
globe best, both in regard to productive-
ness and keeping qualities. Next to 
that comes the yellow Danvers. I have 
planted three kinds of red onion seed 
at the same date, and they matured as 
follows: early cracker red, August ith 
to n t h ; Wethersfield red, August 20 th-
red globe, August 30th to September 6. 

Potato onions are easy to raise, and 
bring a good return for the outlay. 

Philadelphia sets also do well, though 
it is rather more work to plant them 
than potato onions, as they are smaller. 
Small red sets from early red onions 
ripen about a week earlier than the first 
ones from seed. 

One man can take care of about three 
acres of land if he attends to his busi-
ness. My brother and myself had seven 
acres of land on Long Island in 1 8 6 1 - 2 
which yielded 3 , 2 0 0 bushels of the best 
onions I ever s a w — F i d ' s Magazine for 

January. 

from Lee Conklin. 
Opened by paper 

J. E. WAC.ONKR, Lecturer. 

, Kalamazoo county Grange wilF 
be held with Vicksburg Grange on Thursday . 
t eb 18. Reports from the Subordinate Granges 

Thl fi^ y W , l l b ( f , m o r d e r i n t h e forenoon. 
T h e fifth degree will be conferred immediately 
after ,linner, after which a program of interest 
will be presented to all who may attend. 

r L h l n e X : , S f S Ì 0 1 ,°f S f J ° s e P h county Pomona 
Grange will be held in Mottville Grange hall on 
Thursday, March 4, 1886. A l l fourth 
members are < 

degree 
cordially invited. 

A. E. HOWARD, sec 'y . 

T h e next session of Kent county Grange will 
b e h e d w i t h R o c k f o r d Grange on Wednesday 
*eb . ,7 session opening at 10 o'clock a. m. Thd 

A6i exercises will be as follows: 
Address of welcome, Master Rockford Grange. 
Response, Master County Grange 
Reports of Subordinate G r a n g e s . - P l e a s e fur-

nish us with a report from every Grange in the 
tv at tnic GKGinn 

led by 

city brother 

C A R E F U L experiments have shown 
that a steer, when well protected from 
the cold, will consume in hay from two 
to two and a-half per cent, of his weight 
per day, without showing any increase 
of weight, this amount being necessary 
to maintain thè vital functions in their 
normal condition. A thousand-pound 
steer will therefore consume, bp.t.ween 
fall and spring, at least à ton and 
ter of hay for which nò 

1 aquar-

T H E C A B B A G E WORM.—The cabbage 
caterpillar has done very little injury 
the past season. I think it was two 
years ago that Prof. S. A. Forbes, State 
Entomologist of Illinois, discovered 
that the cabbage worms were being des-
troyed in great numbers in the northern 
and eastern portions of that State by a 
contagious disease closely allied to the 
Jjacherie of the silk-worm. Last August 
«ead worms began to appear upon the 
cabbages in our own garden. The num-
ber rapidly increased until, in the latter 
part of September, they might have 
been counted by the hundreds. I sent 
samples to Prof. Forbes, who thinks they 
died of the same disease which he has 
described. The prospects are favorable 
that we shall be relieved, in a great 
measure, from the damage wrought by 
this troublesome pest.—E. S. Goff in 
Rural New Yorker. 

T O M A T O E S ON POLES.—It is said that 
training tomato vines to poles is at 
least a pleasureable undertaking. Its 
profitableness we have noi, seen any 
mention of, though the Rural New 
Yorker says that the fruit will be very 
fine, which would be expected. Ordi-
narily the tomato grows well enough 
in the old way and for domestic pur-
poses it takes but a few hills to supply 

largest demand. The paper re-
ferred to, however, advises people as a 
matter of pleasure to set poles twelve 
feet high and train the vines to them. «It 
says that if lateral shoots are pinched 
off, confining the vines to a single stem, 
and securing it loosely to the poles by 
[ n n n c 1 f- i » , i i _ — _ v . 1 „ • . J 

county at this session. 
"Agricultural Progress." Discussion 

Bros. John Preston and Asa W . Meach 
Song, Brother and Sister Stiles 
Motive Powers. Discussion led by Bros. Sam-

uel Langdon and E . A . Burlingame. 
Essa/ by Sister John Graham. 

r W e ™ W y « r S ? e " e : r F i t t e d f o r Public Duties 
than Other Men? Discussion led by Bros. John 
Porter and Ed. Campeau. - J 

. Question. General discussion, led 
by Bros. Wm. Livingston and Wm. Solomon. 

A hrst claiB opportunity will be given all not 
taking the GRANGE VISITOR to subscribe for i t 
on that occasion. w i t . T. ADAMS, Sec. 

Capffal Grange, No. 54°. will hold meetings 
at North Lansing"as follows: ^ 

Program % Feb. 20, 7 p .m. : 

Taylor W S t * a y , 0 ' g i t m o n e y o u t o f m i l k > C h a s -
C>ur Congress Club, Parts 3 and 4.-
Science and its relation, to Housewifery, Mrs. 

Heg£. C. M e m l l , Librarian at Agricultural Col-

Feb. 27, 7 p .m. : 
D ^ g r e e - , (Candidates must be ready 

a t 8 o ' c l o c k , s h a m , l o c a l t i m e . ) 
Our Congress Club, Parts 5 and 6. 
Question box. 

Oakland Pomona Grange, No. 5, will hold a 
a special meeting at Clarkston, Feb. 16, at ten 
o clock a . m „ to which all fourth degree t i m b e r s 

increase ,n .loops, it will reach the top of the poles. 

Allegan County Council will meet at A l legan 
Grange hall March 2. ,886. It was thus ap! 

P X t i . 0 n f , c c o " n t of the prospective 
bad roads usually due at that time, and 
would be more central for those interested to get 
there. I t was decided also to have a basket dinner 
for the reason that Al legan Grange had so re-

a s f o n o e w i r t a , n e t h e m " P r o S r ^ m meeting 

° f W e , C O m e b y Laura Jewell , o f 

S ^ 1 3 0 ? ^ B r o " H . E . Phelps, of Otsego. 
What is True Hospitality? Sister M. j f Le 

get, o f Watson. • J 

Is it desirable to have a graduated income tax? 
Bro. J. H . Wetmore, of Allegan. 

Enlighteiled motherhood. Sister L y d i a E . 
Drake, Plainwell. 

T h e cause and remedy of the present financial 
distress. Bro. Milton Chasq, o f Otsego. 

T h e worth of woman on the farm. Sister Or 
n n Foster, of Monterey. 

unteers. ^ ^ ^ f f - - d ? 5 ^ MRS. N. A. DIBBLE, Sec'y. 

Leg-
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National Grange , P. of H. 
SUBJECT FOR MARCH, L8S6. 

Question 8j.—What is the best system 
of farm economy? 

Suggestions—Economy is often treat-
ed as though it only meant judicious ex-
penditures óf money, when in fact it 
has a wide scope in its usefulness, and 
is easily adapted to daily transactions 
in the management of farm operations, 
and absolutely necessary to obtain the 
best results. T o manage farm affairs on 
economic principles we must, first of 
all, systematize our work of operation, 
whether grain growing, stock raising, 
fruit, dairy, or anything else, lay plans 
for convenience and to advantage; 
adopt a system for everything, and then 
direct your energy accordingly, and 
much more will be accomplished than 
can be done without system. Do all 
things well in their season;.have regu-
lar hours to go to work and to quit work; 
have meals at regular hours and be 
ready when meals are called: do not 

keep the good housewife waiting lor 
meals, as that very much interferes with 
economic household management. 

In discussing this question of farm 
economy, we should consider—xst. The 
best system for our use, best suited to 
our circumstances and surroundings,and 
best calculated to Jabor-saving and ac-
complishing best results. 2d. What 
crops are best adapted to our climate 
and soil; how to prepare seed beds; 
how and when to plant. 3d. The culti-
vation of crops, whether corn, oats, cot-
ton, tobacco, fruit or vegetables, when 
and how. 4th. The best care of stock 
for dairy, for stocking, for meat and for 
market. 5th. The kind of tools, their 
use, and particularly their care. 

With these questions well understood, 
and work managed under a practical 
system, would not farming be made to 
contribute much more to pleasure and 
profit, and much less to drudgery and 
loss? Could we not, by a proper system 
of general farm management, accomp-
lish more work with greater ease and to 
much be'tter advantage, which would se-
cure to the members of the family and 
employes more hours of leisure for their 
improvement of the mind, and for rec-
reation of body and mind? 

Fraternally, 
H . ESHBAUGH, 

Lecturer National Grange. 

A S c r a p of G r a n g e History. 
The farmers of this State, in and out 

of the Grange, are very properly show-
ing a lively interest in securing fairer 
rates of milling than those now gener-
ally prevailing under the modern system 
of exchange. The toll system, now 
generally abandoned, had its drawbacks, 
but it was just, and afforded every man 
•at ready means of redress, if enraged, 
while the new plan evades all legal con-
trol, and "taxes the traffic all it will 
bear," which, in many localities, has 
proved to be two or three times the 
legal rate under the toll system. The 
traffic was with us, subjected to a stead-
ily increasing rate of taxation, until the 
bearable point had been passed, a revolt 
followed, with an organized demand for 
justice. Our demands were at first rid-
iculed and refused, but finally consid-
ered—and granted. We have now no 
cause for complaint. We get good 
flour, fair yields, and respectful treat-
ment. We are recognised as men who 
know, demand and receive their rights. 

The remedy was found in a union of 
farmers in and out of the Grange in a 
pledge to give all their custom to the 
first miller in their locality who would 
thenceforth do their work in a satisfac-
tory manner, at a rate not exceeding 
that fixed by law; and in case t\o such 
miller could be found, to assist in build-
ing or renting a mill to be run for their 
mutual benefit. 

It was soon evident to the millers,that 
tbe farmers meant business; and, as was 
expected by the movers, they were soon 
ready to do work at a fair price, when it 
was clear that they could no longir get 
two or three prices for the same work. 

The latter part of the story has been 
well told through the VISITOR by Worthy 
State Lecturer Mayo, and by himself 
and his womanly, wise and witty help-
meet, Mrs. Mayo,'in State and many 
subordinate Granges, and has attracted 
no little attention, because many other 
localities yet feel the heavy burden 
which we have succeeded in throwing 
off. 

I desire to teH a little of the earlier 
story, partly that the credit of the sug-
gestion and start of the movement may 
be given where it belongs.—to Penfield 
Grange, No. 85, the members of which 
justly feel a little pride in originating a 
measure which has given greater and 
more tangible results to the farmers of 
this section, than any other business 
renture of the Grange organization, not 
excepting the breaking up of the odious 
plaster combination. The rates of ex-
change offered us had been steadily go-
ing from bad to worse. We had grum-
bled and complained only to be told 
that nobody was giving better rates. 
The bargain was made, but we didn't 
help make it, and it didn't suit us. Four 
or five millers were masters of as many 
thousand farmers. It didn't look right. 

One day a Penfield brother ventilat-
ed the subject in his Grange. He re-
minded the brothers that if they took a 
pail of butter to the store,-sold it, and 
asked for its value in sugar, then found 
« • reaching home, that they had been 

charged sixteen cents a pound, when 
eight was a fair price, it was barely pos-
sible that the air might suddenly turn 
biue with profanity. But they were 
charged two prices for grinding their 
daily bread, and contented themselves 
with a little grumbling. They had been 
patting each other on the back for years 
and telling how they beat the plaster 
monopoly, but here was a worse extor-
tion right at their very doors, demand-
ing a double share of the very food of 
their families, the vq-y staff of lite, and 
they had hardly begun to get mad. He 
.asked the pertinent question, "What are 
you going to do about it?" and suggest -
the remedy which has proved so suc-
cessful. 

The Grange requested the brother to 
present the subject at the next County 
Grange, Dec. 1884. About the same 
time it sent the same brother, at its own 
expense, as a committee to compare its 
local grain market with others along the 
Central Railroad, and to gain all possi-
ble information 011 the subject of mill-
ing, with instruction to report to his 
own, 'and to the County Grange. He 
performed the service, presented the 
subject at the County Grange, and the 
movement then and there took definite 
shape, and went on to deserved success. 

From the same beginning, with some-
what different tactics, our local wheat 
market has been improved from three 
to five cents per bushel. 

Does it pay to co-operate and de-
mand our rights? P K N X . 

Battle Creek, Jan. 25, 1886. 

A Little of Everything and Not 
Much of Anything. 

Harness leather cracks worse in cold 
weather than in warm or damp, no mat-
ter how well oiled. The traces and 
lines are better not to be tied or knotted-
Some have the bits covered with leather 
that they may be easier on the mouth, 
and not so cold to take into the mouth 
on frosty days. When in town go into 
the harness store and notice those horse 
collars with zinc pads and clasped at 
the breast, nothing new but good. 

Was at a barn the other day where all 
the milch cows were blanketed with 
heavy coffee bagging. They claimed 
great things for the scheme. Another 
scheme was noticed which the writer 
can recommend from experience— 
small boxes for milking stools in which 
are large flannel cloths for wiping cows' 
bags. The iron horse curry cobs are 
better for cows than wire cards. Almost 
every stable has a wire across length-
wise with hook for lantern. A neighbor 
has a wire stretched from kitchen to 
barn with bell attached at barn. 

The Holland gardeners, around Kal-
amazoo, have a good way of handling 
manure. They select some convenient 
spot and build a square pile with sides 
straight and no drawing in at the top, as 
the more snow and rain it receives the 
better. The size of the pile is planned 
according to the amount of stock kept. 
It is away from doors and windows and 
a plank is laid from the door to the 
pile. In the spring the heap may be 
cut like a straw oFhay stack, and meas-
ured by the cord to know how much 
the land receives per acre. 

Have taken both cross-cut and buck 
saws to town to have them put in order; 
paid forty cents for former and from 
•fifteen to twenty-five cents for latter; 
tried half a dozen different men and 
the saws frequently worked as if noth-
ing had been done to them. Seems as 
though a farmer could do but little 
worse if supplied with saw set, vice and 
file. 

In planning for the work of another 
year you will find a small patch of 
orchard grass laid down for perman'ent 
meadow—valuable as a soiling crop to 
supplement short pasturage. The seed 
is high priced, but with a top dressing 
after each cutting three good crops may 
be cut annually. 

If a sorghum mill is convenient an 
acre of sorghum will be as profitable as 
any crop you may raise. Have tried 
the early amber. Excellent. Better buy 
this than take any other the mill might 
give you gratis. 

Neighbor Jonathan was making a 
wheel hoe the other day. A pair of old 
plow or cultivator handles, a frame 
about a foot square on which is rigged 
some old cultivator teeth, a twelve or 
fifteen inch wheel and a little mechani-
cal skill seem all that is necessary. They 
say it is boss to work amongst onions, 
asparagus, lettuce, strawberries and 
small garden vegetables when they are 
in rows. E. w. s. 

Money and Prices. 
Inclosed find fifty cents to pay for 

the VISITOR for one year. I did not in-. 
tend to drop it, although I am taking 
more papers than I can afford time to 
read or money to pay for. My inten-
tions were to continue the VISITOR and 
drop some of my other papers that cost 
me a great deal more and are worth 
very much less, but I neglected to re-
new and you dropped me,and most of my 
other paper continue to come. In the 
future I hope to be more prompt with 
my renewals, for I am now more fully 
convinced than ever that the farmer, if 
he gets and maintains his rights, must 
combine, as your paper teaches, with 
other farmers in condemning "legalized 
robbery" and demanding just legislation 
foi*the laboring and agricultural classes, 
who, for the last twenty years, have 
been robbed by class legislation that 
has put and is putting the profit of the 
man that works into the pockets of the 

man that legislates, or succeeds in get-
ting legislation favorable to himself or 
his interests. 

| Among those who have been greatly 
enriched in this way is the money loan-
er, who loans cheap money and then 
gets legislation/to enable him to collect' 
dear or very much more valuable 
money. According to Senator Beck 
the single Act known as the "Credit 
Strengthening Act" cheated the people 
of this country out of $600,000,000 (six 
hundred million dollars) which would-
take $10, or about equal to that, from 
each man, woman and child in this 
country, who are struggling to pa^ it. 
This Act was passed by the good old 
war party and is endorsed and sustained 
by the present and Reform Administra 
tion. I inclose you a clipping contain-
ing some facts and figures given by the 
American Agriculturist, which .we should 
read remembering that the public debt, 
like other debts, must be paid with the 
products of our industry,and then ask our-
selves if we are willing to have the coin-
age of the silver dollar suspended so as 
to enable the creditor to make his col-
lections in a money that would take 20 
per cent, more of bur products to pay 
the same number of dollars. A. H. 

"On June 1, 1866, the interest-bearing 
debt of the United States was in round 
numbers $2,300,000,000. The following 
were the prices of leading farm products 
on July 13, 1866, in New York; Red 
wheat, $2.25; mixed corn, 85c; hogs, 
$ 11 per cwt. The above are average 
prices. Then to pay the debt at that 
time would require, in wheat, 1,030,000,-
000 bushels; corn, 2,706,600,000; hogs, 
209,000,000 cwt. The statement for 
September 1, 1885, gives the interest-
bearing debt a s i 1,271,497,765.00. Tak-
ing New York prices for July, which are 
red wheat, $1.00; mixed corn,51c; hogs, 
$4.85 per cwt.; it will require for the pay-
ment of the debt in wheat, 1,270,000,-
000 bushels; corn, 2,493,000,000 bushels; 
hogs, 262,000,000 cwt. The ' above 
shows that the purchasing power of the 
dollar has so increased that the dollars 
now in the debt will purchase 241,000,-
000 bushels of wheai more than the 
dollars in the debt would in 1866. Also 
taking the average price of farm pro-
ducts we are more deeply in debt than 
we were a year after the war closed. 
The showing for cotton and wool is 
very similar.—American Agriculturist. 

P a r a g r a p h s from My Diary. . 

JOHN BULL/s OPINION OF AMERICANS IN 
THE PAST AND PRESENT. 

Louis Philip, of France, after having 
resided in this country for a number of 
years, said that "America was a good 
school to learn in." It would appear 
that the early foreign travelers did not 
come here to learn, but rather to get 
material for their books, in which they 
took pains to find fault with and carica-
ture the Americans. 

Many yet remember Mrs. Trollope's 
visit to this country, and what she said 
of us in her book, entitled "The Domes-
tic Manners of the Americans." This 
book was published in 1832. She, as a 
writer on American life, was very inac-
curate and very bitter. The Americans, 
to her, were rough, uncouth and vulgar, 
and she told them so. Her son, Antho-
ny Trollope, says that she was not qual-
ified to describe American manners, 
morals, and even facts, because she was 
so inaccurate, and unable to avoid the 
pitfalls of exaggeration. 

Then came the incomparable author 
of Pickwick. Dickens's '-American 
Notes" were surely a crude, overdrawn, 
one-sided attempt to describe American 
life. He about the same as confessed 
this in his last visit to this country. 
Dickens was not the one to give a cor-
rect description of the habits and man-
ners of this western people. His ten-
dency or genius to turn a little thing in-
to humorous or burlesque amplification 
was too great when writing of the Ameri-
cans to enable him to give a faithful 
portraiture of them. And Capt. Maryatt, 
who wrote of us about the same time, 
was not much better. 

Fredrica Bremer, who "wrote us up" 
in her "Homes in the New World," was 
a later Mrs. Trollope turned nervous 
and fidgety. She did not come here to 
learn, but rather to scold and caricature 
us. But then, if we invite caricaturists 
to visit us, we must expect to be carica-
tured. 

These writers are of the past. And 
whatever of severe or unfriendly criticism 
they have given us, we have undoubted-
ly been made better by it. Had they 
understood us better, before they wrote 
their books on Americans, we probably 
would have had a juster estimate of 
American life from them. 

Lately we have had from across the 
waters, Froude and Herbert Spencer, 
men of letters and scientists who, having 
visited us, had their say about us with-
out evincing anything of that cynical, 
querulous spirit which characterized the 
early writers on American habits and 
manners, whom we have referred to. 
Following Froude and Spencer came 
Matthew Arnold, Chief Justice Cole-
ridge, Canon Farrar and Mr. Haweis, 
representing not only England's best in-
tellect, but her highest culture in litera-
ture, learning and law. They were ca-
pable of fully appreciating American 
life and'of giving a proper estimate of 
our institutions and government. And 
the result of their visit here has been 
most favorable to us. For it has given 
us the golden opinions, from those most 

«competent in England to judge con-

cerning this great country and its people. 
We give below the pith of what an 

eminent English tourist, Mr. George J. 
Holyoake, thinks of us. Mr. Hoiyoake 
came here to see and study us and our 
institutions. He is so able a thinker, so 
keen an observer, and so frank and man-
ly in his expressions in regard to this 
country and its people, that it is a 
pleasure to read him, although you may 
not agree with all he says. England has 
inexhaustible energies of her own. But 
lately she had Cobden, with his passion 
for international prosperity; Robert 
Peel, with his passion for reform; John 
Stuart Mill, with his passion for truth;. 
and Beaconsfield, with his passion for— 
himself. She still has John Bright, with 
his passion for justicp; Gladstone, with 
his passion for conscience; and Salis-
bury, with his passion for the old Tory 
regime. The upshot of all this will be a 
generating in the people a new passion 
for democratic independence. England 
and America, two worlds with one lan-
guage, well know how to moye with 
equal greatness side by side. Besides 
the inexhaustible individuality and 
energy of Americans proper, the country 
is enriched by all the unrest and genius 
of Europe. 

Says Mr. Holyoke: "I was not as-
tonished tha^ America was ' b i g ' — I 
knew that before. What I was aston-
ished at was the inhabitants. Nature 
made the country; it is freedom which 
has made the peogle. I went there to 
see what manner of people bestrode 
those mighty territories, and how they 
did it, and what they did it for; in what 
spirit, in what hope, and with what pros-
pects. I never saw the human mind at 
large before acting on its own account 
unhampered by prelate or king. Every 
error and every virtue strives there for 
mastery, but humanity has the best of 
the conflict, and progress is uppermost. 

"In America the Germans have intel-
ligence, the Welsh persistence, the 
Scotch that success that comes to all 
men who know how to labor and to wait; 
and the Irish attract all sympathy to 
them by their humor of the imagination 
and boundless capacity for discontent, 
while the English maintain their steady 
purpose, and look with meditative bo-
vine eyes upon the novelties of life 
around them, wearing out the map of a 
new path with looking at it before mak-
ing up their minds to take it. New 
prospects open up so rapidly in Ameri-
ca, and so "many people go in pursuit of 
them, that I met with men who had been 
in so many places that they seemed to 
have forgotten where they were born. 
If the bit of paternal government could 
be got into the mouth of an American, 
it would drop out in a day—he opens 
his mouth so often to give his opinion 
on things in general. " He wants to ac-
quire capital without having any, to 
save without diminishing any comfort, 
to grow rich by the accumulation of 
savings which they had never put by,' 
through intercepting profits by economy 
in distribution." And w : might say, 
danger does not daunt him, difficulties 
do not impede him, and out of the nettle 
of perplexity he plucks the primrose of 
success. v. B. 

A Trip to the Old Homestead. 
It was late in the afternoon of a fine 

day in August last, that we left the train 
at Crown Point Station and took the 
stage for the old homestead. How 
quaint, strange, and fascinating the drive 
seemed. Over the hills and through 
the valleys, across babbling brooks and 
along the winding roads. The scenery 
is wild in the extreme. It would be all 
hills, as the old man said, if it wasn't 
for the valleys. Surely God's work 
seems more manifest amidst such land-
scapes, with the majestic peaks which 
pierce the sky, and the everchanging 
outlines of earth and heaven. There is 
a newness of surprise at every angle of 
the road. We do grow weary of the 
dead levels, the hard, straight roads, 
the monotonous sameness of much of 
our western land, but it is far superior 
for farming purposes. The sun had 
disappeared over the distant hill, leav-
ing a soft after-glow of light, weird and 
beautiful, as we approached the old 
home. Through the gate and under 
the vine-covered porch on to the living-
room, where we met a hearty welcome 
from loved ones, and embrace our dear 
mother once more. We found her aged 
and feeble,with four-scpre and six,yet her 
intellect and eyesight as bright as. in 
youth. SHe is a great reader and when 
I asked her, before we parted, what 
reading I should send her she said, I 
like V I S I T O R . We sent it to her, two 
years ago. 'Does that order still exist?' I 
was glad to tell her it did, and as long 
as she lives the V I S I T O R will find its way 
to her home. 

With the twilight glimmer still around 
us we retired early to rest with a great 
sense of delight, that for weeks to come 
we were to be free from care, and the 
calm and beauty of the dear old home 
were to surround us. 

Early the next morning we were out 
on the old farm. We missed the stal-
wart form of our lotfed father, but his 
handicraftwas visible everywhere; in the 
fields, in the old stone-wall, in the or-
chard, in the cluster of graceful, majes-
tic elms, and lofty locust trees on the 
lawn. How thick and fast the reminis-
cences of the long ago occur to our 
mind as we look uponthese scenes! We 
mount the pasture hill to procure a bet-
ter view of the' surroundings. O, these 
everlasting hills that seem so sublime,so 
grand to eyes unaccustomed to their 

strange beauty! Away in the distance 
looms up the green mountains of Ver-
mont, and many fine farms and church 
spires of that State can be seen from 
this high altitude. Still nearer is the 
broad silvery waters of Lake Cham plain 
which divides Vermont from New York. 
The great, purple hill on the right, the 
upland farms upon the left, the fertile 
valleys, the herd quietly grazing at our 
feet, make a scene truly picturesque. 
Probably no pleasure trip is identified 
hiore conspicuously with salient land-' 
marks of revolutionary history than 
here along the shores of Lake Cham-
plain. We stood by the fallen oak 
where it was said General Putnam was 
tied for torture. The limbs and bark 
have been nearly all taken off by relic-
hunters. A few miles farther on is the 
celebrated Fort Frederick, better known 
now by the Old Crown P^int forts,where 
it was said the British spent over 
ten millions of dollars a Jittlc bv»r a 
hundred years ago. The old battle-
ments are fast crumbling away under 
the relentless hand of time. A few 
miles south of this, a£ the foot of Mt. 
Defiance, is the famous Fort Ticondero-
i,a. It stands on a bold promontory 
surrounded by water on three sides, and 
possesses many natural defences. It 
was here on the early dawn of the 10th 
of May, 1775, that thè dauntless Ethan 
Allen and Benedict Arnold, with their 
brave Green Mountain boys, stole into 
the garrison and demanded the surren-
der of the fort, and when the trembling 
and half dressed officers in command 
asked them by what authority they de-
manded it the intrepid Allen replied, 
"By the Great Jehovah and the Conti-
nental Congress." We passed through 
a small aperture into the underground 
room, the only one not fallen in; it 
might have been their cook-room. At 
the side were huge ovens also partly 
caved in. It was a lovely afternoon 
when we stood by the ruined walls and 
gazed out over the placid waters of 
Lake Champlain upon scenes of won-
drous beauty. We marveled not that 
our forefathers fought so desperately for 
their independence; some of the time 
barefooted, ragged and hungry. But 
what a glorious inheritance they be-
queathed to their descendants! How 
jealously and faithfully they ought to 
cherish and defend it. And this is all 
that is left of this once proud fortress— 
battlements crumbling, strong walls fall-
ing and wasting away before the great 
destroyer, time. • 

We spent some time in Addison 
County, Vermont, just across the lake 
from Crown Point. This being a graz-
ing country, and, with large farms, it has 
something of a barren look; very little 
grain is raised in comparison with the 
west. However, with the products of 
their dairies and flocks, they seem to 
be prosperous. There are two indus-
tries that are commanding a great deal 
of attention at present—the care of 
bees and turkeys. Every farmer's wife 
and many girls have their flock of tur-
keys, all the way from twenty to five 
hundred and a thousand. One girl had 
six hundred. They have to employ 
small boys to help care for them. In 
the fall, when full grown, they sell readi-
ly from $1.00 to $1.50 per head accord-
ing to size. Another woman had 100 
swarms of bees, and had the sole care 
of them herself. For miles and miles 
in every direction along the highway, 
may be seen sweet clover sown there by 
the bee men. In pleasant weather it is 
literally covered with these busy little 
insects. The honey made from this 
flower is of the first quality. 

The crowning glory of all our journey 
was the boat ride down Llake George. 
Every moment was a perfect delight. 
This lovely sheet of water is 247 feet 
above Lake Champlain iuto which it 
empties; is 23 miles long and nearly 
four.at its broadest place. The con-
stantly shifting scenery is beautiful be-
yond description. High mountains rise 
on each side with just space enough at 
their base for garden plots, and such 
residences, summer resorts, all along its 
length. Multitudes ot Islands are there, 
some rising abruptly from the depths 
moss-draped and thicket-crowned, while 
upon many could be seen white tents 
gleaming among the dark green foliage, 
denoting camp life. The gem of all was 
Green Island, containing seventy-five 
acres. It seemed like enchantment, a 
glimpse of fairy land. What place in 
the world is more fraught with romantic 
associations or stirs more the sentiments 
and the imagination? It would take an + 
entire chapter to attempt a description 
of the elegant structure on this Island. 
The spacious rooms broad balconies, 
fine gardens and lawns, and at every 
point a view of transcendant beauty. 
That it is a popular summer resort is 
demonstrated by the fabulous sum made 
by the proprietor this season—net profit 
$20,000. Will close by saying to the 
readers of the V I S I T O R if chance should 
ever bring them to Essex County, N. Y., 
don't fail to take a trip down Lake 
George. 

" I ask myself, is this a dream, 
Wil l it all vanish into air? 

Is there a land of such supreme 
A n d perfect heauty anywhere? 

Sweet vision! Do not fade away, 
Linger until my heart shall take 

Into itself the summer day, 
A n d all the beauty of the L a k e . " 

THE house-wife makes the home, 
home makes the nation. the 

V 

LEARN wisdom and prudence from 
the mistakes of your neighbors. 


