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THE FARMER IS OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN THE FARM, AND SHOULD BE FIRST IMPROVED.' 

V O L U M E n.—No. 2.7 ) 
W H O L E N U M B E R 227. f 

COLDWATER, MICH« FEBRUARY 1, 1886. 

OFFICIAL DIRECTORY. 

Officers N a t i o n a l G r a n g e . 
Masier-VVT DAKDEN Mississippi 

Oberster—JAM ES C. DRAPER Massachusetts 

Uetwrer-MORT. WHITEHEAD. New Jersey 

Steward—}- E. HALL West Virginia 

Assistant Steward-Vi. H. STINSON..New. Hampshire 

Chaplain—A. J- ROSA Texas 

Treasurer- F. M. McDOWELL New York 

Secretary-JNO. TRIMBLE, 514 f St.,Washington, D.C. 

Gate Keeper-Yl. THOMPSON Delaware 

Ceres—MRS. KATE DARDEN Mississippi 

A w u - M R S . S. H . NEAL Kentucky 

j>ltra MRS J AMES C DRAPER . . . . . . . Massachusetts 

Lad, Assistant Stewsrd-MSS. F- M. LIPSCOMB, 7 South Carolina 

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . 

J. M. BLANTON, Ch'n Virgin« 

J . H. BRIGHAM o h i o 

J. J . WOODMAN Michigan 

Officers M i c h i g a n S t a t e G r a n g e . 

Master—C. G. LUCE Gilead 

Overseer-JOHN HOLBROOK Lansing 

Ucturer-i ERRY MAYO Battle Creek 

S « « r< i -HARR ISON BRADSHAW North Branch 

Assistant Steward A. E. GREEN Walled Lake 

Chaplain—N. CARPENTER Sherman 

Treasurer—E. A. STRONG Vicksburg 

Secretary-}. T. COBB Schoolcraft 

Gate Keeper.-A. M. AGENS Ludington 

Ceres - MRS. J. W. BELKNAP Greenville 

i W - a - M R S W. T. REMINGTON Alto 

flora - MRS. C. G. LUCE Gilead 
-MRS. A. E. GREEN Walled Lake L. A. Steward -

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . 

H. D . PLATT, Ch'n 

THOS F. MOORE 

H D.PLATT  

THOMAS MARS 

J . Q A BURRINGTON.. . 

WM SATERLEE 

W. T ADAMS 
C. G LUCE 1 
J . T. COBB, f 

Ex-Officio**. ; 

Ypsilanta 

Adrian 

Ypsilanti 

. . . . Berrien Center 

Tuscola 

Birmingham 

Grand Rapids 

Gilead 
Schoolcraft 

. . Bittle Creek 

. .Battle Creek 

S t a t e B u s i n e s s A g e n t . 
THOMAS MASON Chicago, 111 

G e n e r a l Deputies . 
PERRY MAYO. 

MRS. PERRY MAYO.  

S p e c i a l D e p u t i e s . 
WM H LEE, Harbor Springs, for Emmett County. 
JOHN HOLBROOK. Lansing, for Ingham County. 
IASON WOODMAN, Paw Paw, for Van Buren County. 
BRONSON TURNER, Flushing, Genesee County. 
FRANK H. DYER, Ferris. Montcalm County 
S. H. HYDE. Traverse City.Grand Traverse,Antrim, Lee-

lanaw and Benzie Counties. . 
R C T H A Y E R , Benton Harbor, for Berrien County. 
GEO. W. SHEFFIELD, Johnstown, for Barry County. 
LUTHER J DEAN North Star, for Gratiot County. 
J . Q. A BURRINGTON, Tuscola, for Tuscola and Hu-

ron Counties. 

M l r h i g a n G r a n g e Stores . 
A. STEGEMAN, Allegan. 
C. GOODNOE. North Lansing. 

Country V e r s u s T o w n . 
I do not hate the brick and mortar piled, 

Witlt" weary toil to form the busy mart of trade, 
Only 1 better love the sunbeam's smile, 

Which freely falls on forest, hill and glade. 
Though much of grandeur, beauty, grace and 

skill, 
May be displayed along the busy street— 

Yet all combined may not the bosom thrill, 
Like the sweet flowers we crush with careless 

feet. 
Passing along the crowded thoroughfare 

We see, 'tis tiue, the architectural pride; -
We see displayed rich fabrics everywhere, 

But want and woe may cower by their s:de. 
Lavish expenditure and wasting want, 

Jostle each other in the eager rush, 
The gaudy trappings which the rich may flaunt, 

Seem mocking those whom poverty would 
crush. 

But when I gaze upon yon mountain hight 
Crownfid with its beauteous crest of burnished 

snows, 
There's none to question my possessive right 

To all the loveliness that round it glows. 
God made it for his children to enjoy, 

Just as he made the sun to shine for all, 
No fear of bold intrusion need alloy, 

The sacred peace which o'er our spirits fall. 
For all of nature's loveliness my heart gives 

thanks; 
'Us mine, 'tis thine, as bounteous as free; 

'Tisnot for wealth, or power of lofty rank, 
But all alike are nature's tenantry. 

Then those who dwell amid the jostling throng, 
Exposed to all the strife of worldly passion, 

I envy not, but smoothly glide along, 
Unawedby custom, or caprice or fashion. 

And yet I want not for society or change, 
While seasons come and go with varied bloom; 

While birds of varied song throng either range, 
And chase away all loneliness and gloom. 

Then give to me my quiet, rural home, 
Where air and sunshine reach me undefiled. 

Be mine amid the blooming vale to roam, 
Untrameled, free, contented—nature's child. 
—Mrs. S. J . Cross, in Pacific Rural Press. 

A g r i c u l t u r a l d e p a r t m e n t . 
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AD . DEGARMO , Highland Station, Oak-
• land, Co., Mich. Farm one half mile 

north of the station, breeder of Shorthorns of 
Pomona, Young Phyllis, White Rose, Bell Ma-
fcone and Sally Walker families. Stock of both 
sexes for sale. Terms easy, prices low. Cor-
respondence solicited. 

Zine Collar Fad* for Hones. 
This is not an advertising paper but for the good ol 

horses we take pleasure in saying that after many conver-
sations with horsemen and seeing many certificates of vete-
rinary surgeons and others, we believe that for curing and 
preventing sores on hones, there has been no better inven-
tion than the zinc collar pads, patented, manufactured and 
atddby Dexter Curtis, of Madison. Wisconsin, who was 
Mperinttudent of. the depariment of horses at the World's 
New Orleans Exposition.— •Our Dumb Animals,"Boston. 

W h a t is a Farmer? 
The farmer is to-day the most com-

plete American citizen—with knowledge 
most comprehensive and all faculties 
developed. Besides the progressive 
spirit of the age which carries all with 
its tide, two agents have accomplished 
this result—the Agricultural paper and 
farm machinery. 

Occasionally a man is heard from who 
takes more papers than he can read, but 
the progressive farmer would like to 
read more papers than he can take. 
Farmers have leisure for reading at cer-
tain seasons of the year. Agricultural 
papers, representing a class which out-
numbers all others and a force in poli-
tics, discuss political topics. As a con-
sequence, no class of citizens is better 
acquainted with the genius of our gov-
ernment, the science pf political econo-
my, the currency problem and. tariff 
question. 

Time was when book farming was 
ridiculed. The farmer to-day cares not 
whether he gets his information from 
books and papers or from conversation 
with others in meetings, conventions and 
institutes. From books he learns to 
analyze soils, the component parts of 
grains, how crops grow and feed, what 
particular fertilizers are most used by 
different growing crops, discerns be-
tween injurious insects and useful birds 
—hence the farmer's business necessi-
tates some scientific lore. 

When ailments occur in the care of 
stock he learns from experience that by 
keeping posted and using common 
sense he may bring his animals back to 
health better than many who profess to 
be veterinary surgeons. 

Farmers have always been noted as 
weather prophets. Being out doors 
much and their business dependent upon 
conditions" of the weather, they have 
become rivals to Gen. Hazen and staff. 
The General does not risk his reputa-. 
tion by predicting more than a day 
ahead, which farmers with the aid of 
barometers do daily to their profit, es-
pecially in harvest. From long experi-
ence the farmers .claim to predict for a 
month ahead by the character of the 
new moon, and farther still for a com-
ing season according to certain condi-
tions in March and September. If one 
season can be predicted from the char-
acter of the previous one it would be 
valuable to the farmer in determining 
what crops to grow. For instance, if a 
farmer should plant ten acres of pota-
toes when season and prices were favor-
able he must watch carefully or he will 
get rich in spite of everything. 

The market reports aré scanned by 
no class as carefully as by farmers. The 
farmer who is best posted on the aver-
age amount, produced, the- visible mov-
ing supply, the amount held in store, is 

the best prepared to intelligently mar-
ket his crops and raise those most likely 
to be in demand. A few farmers near 
Detroit raised immense quantities of on-
ions a few years ago. They brought 
high prices and the farmers realized 
handsomely. The following year oth-
ers not posted imitated the scheme, but 
in the fall spread them upon the ground 
and plowed them under for manure. 
The boom was gone. One farmer says 
when an> thing is way down, as prices 
for sheep last fall, he puts all his surplus 
cash into it and never fails to double his 
money inside a year. We will see how 
he comes out with his sheep now fatten-
i n g - , . 

The constant and necessary buying 
and selling not only keeps the farmer 
posted on prices, but teaches him book-
keeping and business habits. He nat-
urally has a curiosity to know just how 
much he is losing year by year, and if 
wages, sales, purchases and accounts 
are matters of record it often saves dis-
putes and is valuable for future refer-
ence. If an account is kept with each 
field he knows which crops are raised 
most profitably. S. B. Hammond once 
read a paper before some society on the 
relative cost of raising each farm ani-
mal to maturity which would be prized 
by V I S ITOR readers. 

The second agency is farm machinery. 
The necessary outdoor exercise de-
velops the physical man. The farmer 
rides the machinery even if he does 
no other manual work. An agent of a 
binder told me the other day he had 
been sent for from miles to fix a binder 
which would not bind. While the hired 
man was explaining his troubles the 
agent quietly adjusted the parts, and 
goes off binding grain as if nothing had 
happened. The farmer knows his ma-
chines, how they are made, where each 
part belongs and it^ function, and the 
genius of the tools, t This necessitates a 
knowledge and skill in mechanics and 
saves time when time is money. Busi-
ness takes the place of drudgery, and 
the time-saving machinery injures no 
one, requiring additional skilled labor. 
There is no trade, be it machinist, 
blacksmith, carpenter or bookkeeper, 
the knowledge of which will net aid a 
man materially in the business of farm-
ing; nor any branch of learning in 
which he may be specially proficient 
that will not benefit him on the farm. 

In towns the sharp competition has 
narrowed men to the exclusive attention 
of one branch or idea, thus indirectly 
dwarfing all other faculties. It shall be 
left to the reader if the proposition 
stated at the commencement of this ar-
ticle has been proven—that the pro-
gressive spirit of the age, the general 
and business education afforded by ag-
ricultural papers, the mechanical skill 
necessitated by using machinery, have 
placed the farmer before the public to-
day as the most complete American 
citizen. E. W.TF. 

German carp. They are delivered from 
Oct. 1 $ to March i , so if you want them 
you must apply at once. 

F . W . R E D F E R N . 

German C a r p . 
In a recent number of the V I S ITOR ap-

peared an article with the above head-
ing. Also a recommendation from Bro. 
Cobb advising Patrons to go slow in 
answering the apparent though con-
cealed advertisement of the United 
States Fish Company. 

Being interested in the subject I de-
termined to investigate and accordingly 
wrote the U. S. Fish Company to find 
out exactly the position they occupied. 
In return I received a sheet of ques-
tions and answers'all relating to the 
propagation of German carp, and mak-
ing the statement that for more explicit 
information we were referred to "Le 
Moyn's Fish Culture)." which could be 
obtained from said U. S. Fish Co. by 
sending one dollar. That said company, 
in addition to sending said book, would 
make out an application to the members 
of Congress or State Senator for the 
party who purchased the book, so that 
they (the party purchasing the book) 
would get a supply of carp sufficient to 
stock a small pond1, &c. The article 
was neither more nor less than an a i -
vertisement of Le Moyn's Fish Book. 

To those ^interested in this matter of 
raising German carp, I would say: Look 
up the subject in any good encyclope-
dia and then if you wish to engage in 
their culture write to your State Senator 
or member in Congress, stating what 
you want, and in due time you. will re 
ceive from Hon. S. F. Baird, U. S. Com-
missioner of Fisheries, a postal card 
telling you whether or not your request 
can be granted. • 

The Government is just ¿ow engaged 
in stocking the. streams of Illinois with 

E D I T O R G R A N G E V IS ITOR . — 1 received 
your favor reminding me of my absence 
from the columns of the V I S ITOR . The j 

fact is valuable, or at least readable ar-' 
tides are not the product of inspiration 
—not with me at any rate. They re-
quire thought and time in their prepa-
ration, besides knowledge of or experi-
ence in the subject treated. Besides, I' 
•am almost discouraged in the endeavor 
to benefit my brother farmers in this 
way. I have so often urged a reciprocal 
exchange, through the V I S I T O R , of any-
thing and everything calculated to ben-
efit those of our calling, and so far have 
seen but little to encourage, except from 
Prof. Carpenter and yourself, and two 
or three others. Your desire to sustain 
the interest of the V I S ITOR , and to leave 
it successfully and permanently estab-
lished, claims my entire sympathy. 
Your position as editor of a journal de-
voted wholly to the interests of the ag-
ricultural class, with no profit accruing 
or pecuniary interest in view, with no 
adequate resources from which to draw 
to pay for the necessary work, is not a 
sinecure. It confers distinction and 
honor it is true, yet the success which 
should follow the energetic and tireless 
efforts you have put forth, is not com-
mensurable; is not properly appreciated 
by the class for whose interests * the 
V IS ITOR is devoted. Why is it not? 
Who in all the land disputes the princi-
ples upon which the Grange is founded? 
Who says they are impracticable? Who 
assumes that their adoption and appre-
ciation by every agriculturist in the 
world would not be conducive of the 
greatest, good to the greatest number, 
and bring prosperity to the whole peo-
ple such a.s the world has never seen? 
Do the capitalists? Do the clergy? 
Does the legal profession? As well might 
the golden rule be assailed. This, 
indeed, is a weak point or perhaps an 
unfortunate circumstance inasmuch as' 
we find no real opponents, have no en-
counters or discussions, hence no inter-
est is aroused, no conversions, no 
growth. 

This is one reason we do not prosper 
and why the Grange edifice has as yet 
risen scarcely above its foundation 
walls. We need opposition and perse-
cution to stir up our dormant energies. 
Human nature loves to fight. Action in-
creases our zeal for the cause. The 
grand difficulty, however, is with the 
material with which the superstructure 
is to bef built. It seems Jo require a 
geological age to effect any radical 
change in the minds and habits of the 
class under discussion. Preceding 
ages of conservatism and obedience"to 
the power over them has' established 
in their nature a shrinking dread of as-
suming their proper positions: Standing 
erect, or of taking advantage of circum-
stances to lift themselves from the 
menial station they have occupied, from 
the earliest historical times. Notwith-
standing I have perfect faith in the 
final success of the Grange, of its 
eventually effecting the grand results 
hoped for. 

This article has taken a different di-
rection than I intended when I com-
menced. I started out to find a little 
fault w;ith the readers of the V I S I T O R , at 
least some of them. Last summer I de 
sired information in regard to construct-
ing a cheap frost-proof out-cellar, and 
called for the experience of Qthers; re-
ceived just nothing. Wondering if 
everybody pitted their potatoes and 
roots or left them out in the cold. I set 
to work and have constructed a frost r 
proof cellar of 2,500 bushels' capacity 
with no expense except for two pairs of 
hinges and perhaps five pounds of nails, 
cedar and labor not counted. If the 
Editor thinks it would be of any value 
I will write out a description for publi-1 

cation. By-the-way now, winter is just 
the time to begin such a structure by 
hauling tlfe cedar: . 

O R I G I N A T I N G m northeastern Ohio, 
the Bohemian oats scheme has 
spread like a poisonous.fungus through-' 
out this and most of the neighboring 
states, until it promises to permeate the 
length and breadth of the land. Cer-
tainly it would seem that no man of av-
erage intelligence could fail to see at a 
glance that somebody must eventually 
be a heavy loser by this scheme, even 
were those primarily, engaged in, it to 
fulfill their contracts; yet we have be6n 
'ast&inded tobearmentioned in con\i;ec-

1 Printed by A. J. ALDRICH & CO., 
} Publishers of the COLDWATER REPUBLICAN. 

tion with it the names of men who had 
previously stood above reproach. This 
scheme has frequently been denounced 
as a swindle by the local press where it 
has appeared, but those denunciations 
have not prevented its re-appearance in 
some distant quarter. Moreover it has 
been quite»difficult to get at the real 
plan upon Which the scheme was being 
worked, and consequently the sharpers 
operating it; by the aid of a few stool-
pigeons employed in each new neigh-
borhood, have been able to work it over 
again. Iti this and the preceding issues 
of Farmand Fireside we have presented 
the most complete expose of this busi-
ness we hawe yet seen. The reader who 
follows this expose carefully will see 
that the scheme is most cunningly de-
vised to feed upon the greed of unprin-
cipled tricksters on the one hand, and 
the credulity of ignorance on the other, 
and that unless checked it will bring 
upon the farmers of the country an 
enormous load of distress.—Farm and 
Fireside. 

í l o t í c c s o f d M c c t i n g s . 

Michigan State Horticultural Society holds its 
meeting at Adrian, Feb. 9, 10, 1 1 , at the Court-
house. Also the annual meeting of our Pomona 
Grange on Feb. 1 1 , and meeting of one of our 
subordinate Granges near by on Feb. 9. 

Visiting friends Will be entertained, and \vc 
would ask Patrons to report to Bro. tt. C. Brad-
ish of the Executive Committee of Leuawee Co. 
Horticultural Society. The meetings on Thurs-
day will not conflict. E. w. A. 

Hon. C. G. Luce, Master of the State Grange, 
will give a coursc of public lectures in Ionia 
County, commencing, at Ronald Grange Hall on 
Feb. 23, at 2 p. M. Brother I.uce will speak at 
several different Grange halls in the county. 
Time and place will be noticed in due time. 

W. A. INM AN. 

The February meeting of Eaton County l'o 
mòna Grange will'be held at Roxana Grange 
Hall, Thursday, Feb. 18, commencing rtt 10 A; 
M. Installation of officers before dinner. A 
good programme is arranged for the remainder 
of the day. "AIT fourth degree members are cor-
dially inWted tri be present and take part in the 
exercises, ".NI» GEO. I>. PRAY, Sec'y. 

TJie next meeting of St. Joseph County Grange, 
No. 4, will be held at Centreville, Thursday, 
Feb. 4, 1886. A good programme is provided. 
All fifth degree members are expected to be pres-
ent, and all fourth degree members are cordially 
invited to be present during the afternoon session. 

A. E. HOWARD , Sec'y. 

Program of Perry Mayo's lectures in Allegan 
Co., Mich.: Jan..29, Plainwell; Jan. 30, Otsego; 
Feb. I, Trowbridge; Feb. 2, Monterey; Feb. 3 , 
Allegan and Cheshire; Feb. 4, EastCasco; Feb. 
5, West Cascoi Feb; 6, Ganges. 

W. H . ELY , Com. 

The Van Buren County Pomona Grange No. 
13 will meet in regular session at Lawrence, 
Thursday, Feb'. -18, at 10 A. M. All fourth de-
gree members are<cotdially invited. 

J . E . PACKER , S e c ' y . 

l'rogram for Clinton County Pomona Grange 
No. 25, to be held at Bengal Grange Hall on 
Wednesday, -Feb. 17, 1886: Address of wel-
come, Courtland Hill; reply, Worthy Master 
Redfern ;Pape,r by Frank Conn on Political 
Economy; Declamation, Sister Jenney; Selec-
tion, Dorr K. ' Stowell; Paper, C. M. Perry; 
Question for:-discussion, Resolved, That if sin 
and iniquity were removed from the world man 
would degenerate and education would be un-
necessary; affirmative, Master Redfern ; negative, 
Courtland Hill: ' Evening session, public: P̂a 
per, Seymour Watson; Recitation, Nettie Smith. 

I . D . R ICHMOND , S e c ' y . 

Lena,wce County Pomona Grange will meet at 
Adrian at 10 a. m., Feb. 1 1 , for the annual elec-
tion of officers, and the transaction of such 
other business as may come before the meeting. 
All officers are; expected to make a report of the 
success ol theipast year and redommencl plans for 
future work. Now, Patrons, 'let us remember 
this is our County Grange, and let us all come 
with well devised plans fol work, and let us feel 
free to lay them before the Grange. Come one, 
come all.' . MRS . A. J . SUTTON, lecturer. 

The next session of Barry County Pomona 
Grange will be held in Glass Creek Grange Hall, 
on Friday, Feb. '26, 1886. Grange will open in 
due form at 10:30. a. m. Words of welcome by 
Bro. C. A..Newland and response by Bro. Walter 
Ross. 

Subordinate Grange reports will be listened to 
and it is desired that each Grange choose a dele-
gate who shall bring a written report of the-con-
dition of his Grange. 

Followingis the work assigned by the Lecturer: 
Music—«TTie Good Times Coming." 
Question—"Is strict discipline necessary in 

Grange Work! Brds. H. Honeywell and John 
Carre thf 

Toem—Sister Anna Williams. 
Question—In what way does it pay to give at-

tention to house plants? Sister John Dawson. 
Solo—Sister Jennie Braroani. 
Essays—Sisters Linnington and Biggs. 
"Question—How shall we extend Grange 

principles and secure for them the attention and 
respect they deserve? "Bros. Evans, Robertson, 
Stone and Abbott. , 

Recitations—Sisters Ross, Durfee, Reproble 
and M. Otis. ' 

' SelectibtiS—;Sisters Barrett, P. Otis and M. 
Newland. • " ' 

An evening sessioa will be held and the fifth 
degree conferred. , N. SLAIJSOM, Lecturer. 

Banfield, Jan. 17, 1886. 

f 
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i B o r t i c u I t t i r e . Portable S t r a w b e r r y Beds, 
i An oid negro in one of the New Eng-
I land States, it is stated, is making a 
; great success in a small way, by growing 
j strawberries in pails. Not a b»d i$iea, 
j at least under certain circumstances. 
He had his pails, when a reporter 

j called to see him, setting on beaches 
¡ back of his shanty, and the strawberries 
j were the finest ever seen. He moves 
his strawberry beds about as circum-

S t a t e Horticultural Soeiety. 
THE Michigan State Horticultural So-

ciety meets at Adrian February 9 to I I , 
by invitation of the Lenawee County 
Horticultural Society. 

All delegates who are members of the 
State Horticultural Society or its 
branches will be entertained by our 
Adrian friends. The headquarters of j stances require, and can easily bid de 
the Executive Board will be at the Cen-
tral Hotel, where aH who prefer will be 
accommodated at greatly reduced rates. 

Mr. H. E. Van Deman, of Kansas, the 
recently appointed pomologtst of the 
Department of Agriculture at Washing-
ton, will be present at the meeting to 
assist in the discussions. Delegations 
from Indipna^and Ohio Horticultural 
Societies will be in attendance. For 
railway rates and other information, ad-
dress Secretary Garfield, at 'Grand Rap-
ids, at once. 

Tuesday, February 9.—Address of 
welcome, and response Management 
of local horticultural societies. Methods 
of purchasing and selling plants and 
trees. Comparative value. The best 
•way. Announcement of committees. 

Wednesday, February io.-»-Fertilrzers 
—for the orchard, the garden, the small 
fruit plantation. Green manuring. Com 

•mercial fertilizers. Special manures for j only way to maintain a good turf, 
special crops. Enriching Lawns. Meth-
ods of applying fertilizers. The relation 
of bees 

and 

fiance to the elements that often harm 
! the plant or bercy. It is a matter worthy 
; of consideration by those who have little 
I ground and would like to grow straw-
berries. In towns and cities the plan 
would seem to be feasible, and perhaps 

| it might, under some conditions, be ex-
i tended beyond them. 

FERTILIZING THE L A W N . — A corres-
| pondent of a contemporary says: In 
i cities it is very customary for people 
owning small pieces of grass to cover 
the whole area in late autumn or early 
winter with a heavy coat of stable ma-
nure. It makes no difference if the 
grass extends on every side of the house 
and if the manure has the vilest appear-
ance and odor imaginable, the lawn 
must be manured and this:is the way to 
do it. Now, I wish to disabuse the 
minds of people who think this is the 

It is 
not even the best of many ways. It is 
not at all necessary that one sacrifice 

this State for obtaining mosey under 
false pretenses? Tell the person to sit 
down and make yourself easy while I 
get tip my team; then we will ride to the 
telegraph office, as I am going to tele-
graph to your Master. A Patron would 
seldom find a fraud there on his return. 
Remember the old adage, "A penny 
saved is as good as two earned." There-
fore, use the telegraph instead of the 
test where money is concerned. Patrons 
may need help; if honest they wil 
any test and it will not hurt them, 
the brother in Maine done so he 

usefulness would our home training and 
school instruction have been to the pu-
pils in them. 

"Scholarscome too soon," says Bacon, 
"and too unripe to logic and rhetoric, 
arts fitter for graduates than children 
and novices." "Many a clever boy," 
says Sir Walter Scott, "has been flogged 
into a dunce, and many an original com-
position corrected into mediocrity '' A 
teacher should endeavor to give his pu-

stand | pils enough but not too much help in 
Had | his writing, to be a staff but not a crutch 

would j to him." To correct all his eirors for 
! him is almost as bad as to make nocor-

omposed a j rections at all. 

clothes, and Truth has had to go about 
to horticulture—benefits and j the beauty of the green turf or that one j n a k e d 5 a n d people do not like to see the 

Lawns and lawn bedding. • endure the vile odor of fermenting ma-1 
their uses. Making walks i nure in order to keep up the fertility of | 
Trees in and out of place, j the lawn. Plain ground bone, and Mr. 

Wilde 

have saved $15 at least, 
lu the winter of 1834-5 I 

j fable. I saw it, many years after, in a 
j Detroit paper, taken from a Utica. N Y., 

paper, which said: We do not know the 
author; it was sent to us from —the 
place where I then resided. The fable: 

Truth and Untruth were trai l ing 
| along a road. Truth was dressed in 
I good style with beautiful clothing; Un ! 
j truth was naked and badly deformed. I 
! On their way they came to a beautiful 
j expanse of water. Untruth said: l.et us i 
I go in swimming * Well, said Truth; and ! 
| as Untruth had no clothing on him he I 
i jumped in. Truth took off his clothing ! 
j and jumped in also, and not being afraid 
I swam out into deep water; but Untruth | 
; kept near the shore and while Truth | strive to secure a good style"by imitating 
i was away from shore slipt out and put | a favorite writer, for the best part of a 
j on Truth's clothes and fled M ' " " 
| Untruth has appeared 

A good book, a good speech or a 
good essay cannot be produced by one 
who has nothing to say. Fo:m is one 
thing in English composition, and sub-
stance is another. If words are the 
clothing of thought, words ivithont 
thought however skillfully arranged and 
richly tricked by the art of rhetoric, 
such words must still bear the same re-
lation to words with thought that an in-
geniously constructed scarecrow bears 
to the farmer who made it. In the best 
writers words and thought are. in some 
mysterious way, united, like body and 
soul. And in such writers the style is 
the man. Consequently it is idle to 

.... t-"- " "« • "v- iui mc ucai pari 01 a i neuner ! 
Ever since good style cannot be got that way. Write | stone to 

in Truth's your best and if you have any merit as a i him do ; 

injuries. 
Shrubs and 
and drives. 

-Selection and management of house 
plants. Sizes of pots to use; soil; drain-
age. Overcoming difficulties in living 

•rooms. Managing the insects. House 
plants in and out of place. Orchard 
drainage. Is it practicable? How to 
overcome difficulties. Rotation in fruit 
plantation; in garden crops. Horticul-
ture in the Department of Agriculture at 
Washington. A retrospective view. 
Needs. Promises. What we ought to 
have, and its power for good. 

Thursday morning,February 11.—Re-
ports of committees. The nomenclature 
of fruits. Miscellaneous business. Ad-
journment. 

Roses. 
Several years ago I bought -a collec-

tion of ever-blooming roses, and select-
ed for my garden a spot formerly used j 
for a strawberry bed. The vines had 
been ploughed under a year before, and 
when I took possession, the ground was 
mellow and full of well-decayed vegeta-
ble matter. After the beds were laid 
•off, I had a hole about two feet deep 
dug for each rose. These holes were 
filled half full of compost from the { 
horse stable, which was well dug in. 1 
The earth was then filled in till the j 
holes were almost full, and I carefiilly 
planted and watered the young plants. 
They began to bloom almost immedi-
ately, and by fall had become large, 
strong plants. They lived through quite 
a cold winter without protection, and 
"bloomed finely the next year. A friend 
who had bought roses at the name time 
said to me, "You must water yours; they 
are so much larger than mine." I never 
•did, however, after they -were.first plant-
ed, and think the difference was due to 
the soil, which seemed to suit them ex-
actly. Since then I have bought roses 
almost every year, and have tried quite 

a number of varieties. They require a 
great deal of sun, and should be en-
riched only with old manure, as the 
fresh is liable to burn them up. Last 
spring I planted sixteen or eighteen va-
rieties; two of them, Niphetos and 
Duke of Connaught, died, but the others 
grew very well. At this time—January 
—a few of the most tender varieties, 
rSuch as Marechal Niel, Ltoile de Lyon, 
etc., are growing in the pit, but the rest 
"were left in the beds, with a slight pro-
tection of cedar boughs. The ground 
about them was mulched with litter 
from the stable. This serves the double 
purpose of protecting the roots from 
•the cold and enriching the beds.— V. 
V., in Vick's Magazine for January. 

T o m a t o e s for Thanksgiving. 
Not canned either, but fresh from the 

forty-three 
grees. l hacl half-a-dozen to-day 

Your old friend. UNCLE SI . 

says it may be quite coarsely 
ground, scattered over the surface at the 
rate of five pounds to the square rod, 
will disappear so as not to be observed 
and makes an excellent manure. I have 
used ordinary wood ashes with excellent 
results. A compost made of the drop-
pings from the poultry house mixed 
with road dust or sifted coal ashes, pul-
verized and sown broadcast, does not in 
the least disfigure the lawn and produces 
immediate and excellent results. Mrs. 
Winans, of Benton Harbor, says that to-
bacco stems broken up finely and sown 
upon the lawn will produce a very dark 
green verdure. Use any of these plans 

P a r a g r a p h s from My Diary. 

writer it will appear in your own style. 
I It is true that some writers can assimi-
| late the best thoughts of others so thor-
j oughly that they make him their own, 
j and if those thoughts appear in some-
thing of the style they once wore it is 

out shoes, we send a doctor to care for 
him when sick. We make him comfor-
table and happy. We surround him 
with bolts and bars, and lock his bed-
room at night, but these only protect 
him from danger;! without. He needs 
them for no other purpose. He loves 

j his winter home too well; it would be a 
1 sad fate that should compel him to 
J leave it before the return of the robins. 

Meanwhile we outside, his entertain-
| ers, are toiling through frost and snow, 

scrimping, saving, and den> ing our-
I selves, to provide food and clothing for 
; ourselves, our loved ones—and for him., 
! But do we ask him to degrade his lofty 
I so«1 by labor, to render anv recompense 
for our hospitality? Oh "no, he is our 

| invited guest. We uncomplainingly, if 
not cherfullv, entertain him from our 
scanty means, until the picnic season re-
turns, and send him forth well-fed, re-
cruited and strong, to repeat the 
gram of the former year. 

In all seriousness, fellow Patrons,have 
we not pursued this foolish policy long 
enough? Is it wise to continue to offer 
a premium upon crime by feeding and 
clothing, in idleness,the prisoners in our 
county jails? Is it not a mercy both to 
public and prisoner, to provide him 
with steady, healthy, life-giving labor, 
and to insist that if he Tvill not work, 
neither shall he eat? Let him break 

macadamize our streets; let 
any rough work that will not 

j materially interfere with free, honest 
1 labor; let every able-bodied tramp, 
I given a meal or a lodging.be compelled 
| to give its equivalent in honest toil; and 
| vagabonds and jail-birds will soon be 
• scarcer in Michigan than they are to-

pro-

ENGL1SH IX OUR HOMES 

SCHOOLS. 

AND IN OUR 

i not copying, but reproducing a style and day. The evil is fast increasing. Shall 
I cnmpfKinnr mnro TKup ITanfr. 1 .'». 1— 1 • is /-1® - ° 

| rather than spoil the appearance of the j 'them high as scholars—whose 
grass half the year,that it maybe beauti-
ful the remainder. The sacrifice is en-

! ti rely uncalled for .— Western Rural. 

o m n u t n i c a t i o t t s . 

T h e G r a n g e and Co-operation 
JEFFERSON, J a n . 8 , 1 8 8 6 . 

EDITOR V I S ITOR .— I was very much 
interested in reading the article of W. 
J . Beal in the January number of the 
VISITOR in relation to co-operation, and 
sincerely believe it is a subject well 
worthy the attention of the Grange in 
general. I was also very much amused 
in reading Bro. Cobb's account of the 
session of the State Grange held eleven 
years ago, when the grand idea of nearly 
every member was a general improve-
ment in the financial condition. Novi-
how far that idea might have been fol-
lowed up and carried out in general in-
terest to the Grange is a question which 
has not as yet been thoroughly settled. 
I, for one, am fully of the opinion that 
the early discouragement of Granges 
meddling with mercantile matters, and 
interesting themselves in a general way 
with the financial improvement of their 
association, was a much greater calami-
ty to the organization, than any other 
that has evet'befallen it, and lost it more j 
members than all else combined. I was : 
one who, in the early history of the 
Grange, believed such purpose to be 
unwise and well calculated to bring the ' 

Grange into general disrepute: but close I . , .,- , . . . , . . . 
observation has proved to me, beyond ! " o t b e s a , d k :n o w , anything of what he 
question, that the reverse is true. I l e a r " s , n s c h ° o 1 , , n l e s s h e c a n m a k e u 

would be very glad to hear from some 

I "Just at the age 'twixt boy and youth. 
When thought is speech, and speech is truth." 

| This is an important period. One in 
! which the child should be trained both 
| at home and at school to give thought 
| its best or natural expression. Neglect 
] this opportunity, and it is a golden one 
I as legards the speech of the young, and 
j we will have such results as we after-
j wards hear of in the students' education-
| al course. Harvard graduates every 
year a certain number of men—some of 

manu-
script would disgrace a boy of twelve. 
And yet the college cannot be blamed, 
for she can hardly be expected to con-
duct an in/ant school for adults. 

The art which was intended to be a 
great aid to man—the art of grammar— 
has almost become a curse. The parrot-
like plan of teaching grammar by rote, 
as by nouns, adjectives, verbs and so on 
to the end of the chapter, has done in-
calculable mischief in our schools. 
Whether the child knows the word is 
a noun or not, is not the point, but 
that he should understand the meaning 
of the sentence as a whole is of the first 
importance. Don't teach grammar sim-
ply by rote or precept. But teach 
grammatical accuracy by example. Al-
ways put your own thoughts in good, 
correct English, and your pupils will 
soon learn to do the same. They will 
soon learn what the nine parts of speech 
are, and how to use them, whether they 
can call tbem by name or not. Learn-
ing to put latin and Greek in correct 
English is good exercise. It is the 
English thoughts that we want, first and 
last. But the study of Greek and Latin 
can be so pushed as to harm the study 
of English. James Payn, the novelist, 
gives this good bit—"The young man's 
education had been classical, and did 
not, therefore, include spelling." 

Ruftts Choate spent some time each 
day in rendering into English passages 
from another language. - It is thus that 
he became such a master of the best and 
richest English speech. A student can-

it be remedied? C. C. M C D E R M I D . 

Battle Creek, Jan. 20, 1886. 

vines, and in latitude forty-three de-
I had half-a-dozen to-day with 

Thanksgiving dinner—have had 
them yearly, and one scison had them 
as late as Christmas, but on that occa-
sion the tomatoes were not much to 
brag about. Possibly many of your 
readers can tell the same story, but as I 
have never seen the subject alluded to 
in the pages of the Magazine, I shall, 
with your permission, tell the "how." 

As late as possible before frost I dig 
up some of the strongest vines full of 
green tomatoes and bang them up by 
the roots in a frost-proof cetiar. The 
fruit will gradually ripen, and you can 
have a few every Sunday. They do not 
color so deeply nor taste so strongly as 
those grown in the open air, the color 
being a pale pink, and the tomatoes 
tasting cool, sweet and juicy. After this 

of the old correspondents who are full 
of wisdom on all questions of interest 
to the. Grange upon this"subject, and, 
perhaps, at some future date, will give, 
my experience in this matter, A. L. D. 

How to T r e a t Frauds. 
BROTHER C O B B : — A good while since, 

intelligible to others. "To sit,1' says 
Carlyle, "as a passive bucket to be 
pumped into, whether you consent or 
not, can in the long run be exhilarating 
to no creature." 

Again, avoid school-master's English. 
Frigid correctness is the bane of all art. 
It is not nature's way. Call a spade a 
spade. " I have been trying for years," 
said a school-girl the other day,"to say, 

if memory serves me, Brother Woodman | I rose at seven, instead of got up—got 
informed us that a man pretending to | is such a horrid word." Do you say re-
be a Patron called on a Patron in Onta- tire instead of go to bed? "Oh, yes; I 

in the cellar, those that are left on the 
vines begin to get soft and pulpy and 
soon decay. 

I formerly hung them up with the 
roots exposed; but this season I envel-
oped them in paper flour sucks, which 
was an improvement, as being more 
cleanly. The foregoing is a very simple 
experiment, and will prolong the enjoy-
ment of fresh garden sauce for several 
«reeks.—R, Calvert. 

rio and obtained money, and now yon 
inform us that the same thing has been 
done again in the state of Maine, botli 
times by a man from Michigan; and so 
far as I can learn the only remedy either 
you or Brother Luce has prescribed is: 
'.'You must grin and bear it." As I have 
not lived in this world " 150 years, more 
or less," for nothing, I hope I will send 
you a "sovereign remedy," "warranted 
not. to cut in the eye." 

Phave observed that the esoteric work 
of the Grange is so simple that any vil-
lain who has taken the four degrees caiv 
easily worm out the annual word "by 
hook or by crook"; so / have lost all 
confidence in simple tests. 

Now for the recipe. As a Patron 
date, especially if there is any humidity. must have a memorandum book and 

pencil, when a person makes application 
for aid in money (if more than you 
would give a beggar) take out your book 
and pencil and ask for and set down his 
or her n&ne; ask the State, name and 
number of his Grange; the name of the 
Master; have they a hall? if so, how far 
and what direction from a postoffice (its 
name); how far from a telegraph office 
and which way? Set these all down. 
Now say: Do you know the penalty in 

have been taught to avoid common ex-
pressions." This is the culture that 
talks about the "culinary department," 
the "hymeneal altar," "author of our 
being," "maternal relative," "ebonized 
coursers," "caskets for the remains of 
the departed," "liquid refreshments," 
"lower limbs"—the same part of the 
person which is referred to in the rule 
of a seminary quoted in Longfellow's 
Kavanagh, a rule that forbade the young 
ladies to cross their benders, that taught 
them not to call their father a cooper, 
but a barrel merchant; not a farmer, but 
a patron of husbandry,- not a blacksmith, 
but an artizan in iron, and so on to the 
end of the chapter. 

If good English had been treated fron 
the beginning of home and school life, 
not as a thing by itself, but as a part 
and parcel of every study in which the 
mother tongue is used, whether orally or 
in writing; if the pupil had been taught 
to regard skill in the use of his own lan-
guage as an essentialof scholarship,and 
without which he ifrould be a learned 
dunte; had he written to put what he 
knows into best .English, for that only, 
and not for style and fine writing, if this 
had been done, of how much greater 

something more. Thus Keats profited 
by his study of Spencer and Milton, i 
Thus Demosthenes copied and recopied ! 
Thucydides into a style of his own into I 
which the strength of Thucydides had ! 
passed. Thus Franklin studied Addison | 
till he got his thought and style, then | 
moldi ng both into one which though re- ; 
sembling Addison's was decidedly his [ 
own style. v.* B. I 

Our Winter G u e s t and why He j 
s t a y s with Us. 

In summer he is a traveler, enjoying j 
sunshine, fresh air, and change of I 
scenery. He thinks "there is no place 
like home"—at least he hopes so. He 
has sampled rural cookery from 
Maine to Florida, and enjoyed every 
variety. He is familiar with the moose 
and samp of the one, and the hog and 
hominy of the other. He knows the a b o u t t h e p i a c e w h i c h l s a v e r y n , c e 
habits and nice points of every breed of | t o w n w i t h a

F
 n u m b e r o f s t r e e t c a r ¿ j j 

New Y e a r ' s Day on the C o a s t . 
It has been a source of considerable 

pleasure that I have received the 
VISITOR regularly since I have been in 
California. It is not quite a year since 
I left Kalamazoo with such a vivid re-
membrance. of the very cold season we 
endured last winter. I want to give 
some of your readers (who have never 
enjoyed a Christmas or New Year's in a 
clime like this of California), an idea 
of how much different it is than living 
where the mercury runs out the bottom 
of the thermometer, nearly. A friend 
and myself crossed the bay from San 
Francisco New Year's Day, and took 
the narrow gauge railroad for San Jose. 
We alighted from the cars and strolled 

poultry, for he has not made a special 
study of the farmer's hen-roost for noth-
ing. He knows the peculiar aroma of 
each variety of hay, from the sweet-
scented, fragrant marsh grass, to the 
rankest, mustiest jumbo clover, for he 
has made his dainty bed from every 
kind. 

He enjoys excursions, chance ac-
quaintances, stolen pleasures, and for-
bidden fruit. He smokes his pipe in 
your hay-mow, or under your stack with 
delicious nonchalance, and should it 
chance by his carelessness to burn to 
the ground, he is not overmuch dis-
tressed; such calamities have befallen 
him before, and he has survived them— 
besides, he is neither director nor stock 
holder in any insurance company—why 
should he lament? Sufficient resting 
places yet remain for him,—why should 
he be troubled for the loss of one? 

This summer is one perpetual picnic. 
He has no cares to distract, no fences 
to repair, no acres to till, no crops to 
harvest, no family, to provide for, no 
wife to call iot new bonnets and gowns. 
"He toils not, neither does he spin." 

But as winter approaches, our happy 
rover finds it necessary to change his 
mode of life to correspond with the 
changing temperature. He feels the 
need of warmer quarters and less venti-
lated clothing. The falling snow and 
chilling winds forcibly remind him that 
the picnic season has ended, and bring 
to his recollection the fact that our 
kindness has provided snug, comforta-
ble homes for homeless wanderers like 
himself. He determines to accept our 
kind hospitality, and becomes our Winter 
Guest. 

But society is something of a stickler 
for economy. It demands compliance 
with certain conditions before he can 
be admitted to these harbors of refuge. 
He is required to commit some petty 
crime before he can share the hospitali-
ties of our comfortable jails; and he is 
not One to find fault with so .reasonable 
a condition,—not he. So he steals a 
coat, or robs a hen-roost, or breaks 
open a car, taking especial care that he 
shall be seen and caught, that his title 
may be clear—not to mansions in the 
skies—but to a snug home for the winter. 
He is taken most willingly before his 
friend the magistrate, and cheerfully ad-
mits the charge against him. He has 
no desire to make his entertainers need-
less trouble, but is ready to comply with 
any formality they may think desirable. 
He is convicted, and with demure looks 
but merry heart, receives his sentence 
"ninety days in the county jail." 

Behold him then, our happy, cheerful 
guest! Farewell for a period, distracting 
cares and fears J Three square meals a 
day are certain, without the trouble Of 
going to market, Or even giving direc-
tions to the cook. We warm his bed-
room by steam, and carefully protect 
him from drafts of air. We provide 
him congenial company, we repair his 
tattered wardrobe, and replace his worn-

taking one all over the city and to Santa 
Clara. .They have the city well lighted 
with electricity, with a tower in the 
center of the city and a number of 
single light poles through the outskirts. 
The park is situated in the place similar 
to the one in Kalamazoo with a very-
nice court house on one side. The 
grass was several inches high in thé 
park and roses and geraniums in bloom. 
We took our New Year's dinner at the 
St. James, over which our genial host. 
Mr. Beach, presides. The table was 
provided with all the delicacies that one 
could wish—except strawberries—whiph 
have only been out of the market about 
six weeks. An old forty-niner, staying 
at the hotel, said this was the most de-
lightful winter he had passed upon this 
coast. After dinner, we got a pair of 
mustangs from the livery, and drove 
over a fine road of seven miles to Alum 
Rock a small mountain resort, and it 
was a very delightful drive up into the 
éanyon with the cool, refreshing breeze 
from off the ocean. We then drove to 
Santa Clara and by some very fine 
orchards which, when a little later they 
will be in blossom, it will seem like fairy 
land. I have already taken up too 
much space. 

Tan. 5, (886. 

A Few F a c t s About 

up 
F. H . P. 

It is said that figures 
I guess that is 

F i g u r e s , 
will not lie, and 

so, but we are often as-
tonished at their results. Some years 
ago a neighbor was planting corn for 
me, when we got into conversation 
about the increase of numbers in geo-
metrical progression. I tolcl him I 
would sell my farm of 320 acres for one 
kernel of corn for the first ten acres, 2 
kernels for the second ten acres, and so 
on, doubling the corn for every io acres 
He put his hand in his pocket and took 
out a handful of corn, and said he would 
take that bid, offering me the corn and 
asked for the deed. But I told him we 
would figure it out and see if it would 
amount to a whole handful, and we 
found that it amounted to 131,009 bush-
els. Col. Whitney Jones, of Lansing, 
who was once Auditor General of Mich-
igan, bought in 1836 eighty acres of 
land in Bengal for £2.50 per acre and 
sold it in 1871 for $10.00 per acre, and 
after the sale he counted up the profits 
and found that his land cost him $80 
per acre, besides paying taxes on it for 
35 years. A smart, bright young lad 
commences to smoke cigars at 16, and 
only smokes two cigars a day at 5 cents 
each, which is very moderate for this 
fast age, but at the age of 56 he foots up 
the bill and finds that he has wasted in 
cigars $2,336, enough to buy a decent 
farm. Who would think that any man 
in Clinton County had puffed away a 
farm in smoke? A young man chooses 
a partner and commences life at ao, and 
having but little means thinks he will 
provide for his wife a legacy when he is 
gone. So he gets his life insured for 
91,000, and keeps his policy good till he 


