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Gommunications,

Graduates of the Agricultural College—

Do They go to Farming? An Aunswer
from each Member of the Last Class,

Another class has just graduated
from the Agricultural College. This
one countained 30 members. The
question is repeatedly asked, ¢ Do
your students go to farming?” I
thought answers touching this ques-
tion could be best made by the
young men themselves. Consequent-
I asked each for a note on the subject.
1 give all the notes which I received
nearly complete. I trust they will
prove quite satisfactory to the most
ardent advocates of farming as a busi-
ness. I omit the name in each case.
The first one I take up reads thus:
« [ expect to follow the business of
landscape gardening and farming, be
ing led to this choice by the infinence
of my college course, and by good
opportunities to enter the business.”
The next is yet undecided. I ex-
pect to study law with my father for a
year or two, I had no thought of farm-
ing when I came to college; but I am
more powerfu}ly impressed with it as
an occupation uow- tuan then.” “The
third writes: ¢ I expect to work on a
farm.” In explanation of the last,
the student teaches this winter, and
begins work on a farm in the spring.
The fourth one says: I shall follow
horticulture as a pursuit as soom
as I have the art once thoroughly
learned, and as soon as I can

have a good offer in a commission

the course of time; situated as I am

shall wait for sufllcient means.

not buy a farm.”

on the Rural New Yorker.

gardening and
The latter is quite an artist.

secure the means with which to start.”-
The fitth note reads: “I have no
farm, and no money to buy one. I

house with a chance to do better in

I think I can do better than take up
farming at present.” The sixth reads:
«If an opportunity is offered, I shall
at once proceed to farm, otherwise I
The
seventh: “I do not go to farming,
because I leave here in debt, and can
The last graduate
goes by request as one of the workers
The next
note reads, *I would go to farming it
[ had a farm. I shall help my father in
business in town for a year or so, till
1 get money enough to set up alone.”
The next reads: *I have chosen a
profession that I think I am better
suited tor; however I expect to pay
considerable attention to landscape
rural architecture.”
The
next reads: *I expect to go to work
next winter on my tather’s farm.”
The next reads: “I am going on a
farm as soon as I get home, and shall
stay there if I like it, and can get
capital enough to start alone,” The
next 1 order reads: “ I intend ulti-
mately to go to farming, but cannot
do so immediately, as I am in debt.
1 must go into some other business
that will bring returns immediately;
1 shall teach or survey two or three
years.” " The next says: *I would
like to be a farmer first rate; I like it.

My father is a snrveyor, and needs my
help. I can earn with him two to
four dollars per day. I have no farm,
and am in debt for my education. I
shall probably become a farmer as
soon as I can buy a farm. My sym-
pathy is with the farmer and 1 mean
to be one.” In the last two cases, the
boys, perhaps, would have gone to
work by the month on a farm if their
education had not included surveying
or information enough to enable them
to make more money at teaching.
The next says: * When I first came
here it was not my intention to be-
come a farmer, but I wished to obtain
a knowledge of farming, and to get a
practical education. I think I have a
taste for some other business—some
mercantile business.” The next: *I
cannot go to farming at present, be-
cause of a lack of funds, and because
I wish a more complete course of
studies than I have been through.”
The nest in order: *“I did not come
to college thinking to be a farmer, but
to get a good practical education.
Another employment is offered which
is more congenial to my taste.” The
next reads: ¢ Two things keep me
from the farm—a lack of money to
buy a farm and;poor health. If these
‘ean’ be overéome 1 shaM' follow=furm-
ing.” The nextsays: “ After closing
my winter school, I shall give my
time to farming, and the pursuit of
studies relating to agriculture.” Ie
intends to study vertinery science for
a year or two yet. The next reads:
«1 did not intend to follow farming
when I came to the Collge. I would
now be a farmerif I had a farm. I
intend to try editing a newspaper, and
to do this snccessfully in a country
town in this advanced age of the
world, I need an agricultural educa-
tion.” The next reads: “I expect to
go on the farm in the course of a
year.” The next says: “Iam going
to work on a farm with my father for
a few years. My reasons for being a
farmer are these; it is an honorable
calling, I have been brought up on a
tarm, and like the business better
than anything else.” The next: I
choose the occupation of a tarmer and
stock-raiser believing it to be the
most independent, healthful and en-
joyable of all trades, and at the same
time adapted to my wants, education,
and character.” The next: * I intend
to go immediately to farming and ex-
pect to follow it.” Thenext: * Iin-
tend to go immediately to farming, as
it is my ideal of a pleasant business.
I have a farm to go to.” The next:
“1 am going to work on the farm as
soon as I get home. I have no farm
of my own, and am in debt. I
want to go to school more when I
can. 1 expect to be a farmer.”

The last of my list writes as fol-
lows: “I know of no busioess that
would suit me as well as farming. I
was brought up on a farm, always
lived and worked on a farm. The in-
fluence of my college course has serv-
ed only to strengthen my attach-
ment to the farm, and love for
country life. But what shall I do?
I have no means with which to buy a

farm and start in the business.
More than that Iam $150 in debt.
Shall I run in debt for a farm? rent a
farm? gointo the woods and clear
up a farm? or work at some other
busiuess nntil I can save up enough
to buy a farm and get started on it2”’
I have only to add that these an-
swers are just about the same as those
given by former graduates of this
College, especially of the last few
years. W. J. BEAL.

9 :
Farmers.lnshtutcs.

Bro. J. T. Cobb :

The time for Farmers’ Institutes
has nearly arrived. The series opens
January 13th, and closes on Feh. 5th.
This season we need all the assistance
we can yet to keep up the reputation
established in the past. They have
been very successful in other parts of
the State; let us as members of the
Grange seek to make this series even
be:ter and more successful if possible
than those in the past. It is a good
time for farmers and others to become
acquainted with each other, and with
their Agricultural College and its
work. Let not any one think that
because the Institute is mot in his
county, that he has no business there.
Each separate Institute is for all who
can reach it; and as there are only
six in a wide area, let all the Granges
within a reasonable distance be rep-
sented by two or three delegates at
least. 1 am personally interested in
the Howell Institute, and would like
to see it a grand success—a rally of
the Farmers of Livingston County,
but more than that, I hope to see all
of the Granges of eastern Ingham
County represented these, and es-
peciaily those contiguons to the rail
road.

Brothers of Livingston and eastern
Ingham County, let us turn out and
make this Institute a grand success.
Try and spend a day and a half away
from home and help to do someting
for the profession you follow. Come
prepared to tuke notes, and also to
take part in the discussions ; for these
well conducted are often the most
profitable portion of the Institute.

Please give this a place in your
columns if you can consistently, and
oblige

Your Friend and Bro.,
C. L. INGERsOLL.
I

Lawyer—“How do you identify this
handkerchief?” Witness — By its
ceneral appearance and the fact that
I have others like it.” Lawyer—
«That’s no proof; for I have one just
like it in my pocket.” Witness—* I
don’t doubt it atall. Ihad more than
one of the same sort stolen.”
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Ex-Govexror Sevmoue. of New
York, is earnestly endeavoring to in-
duce the Government to adopt cheese
asa ration in the army. It ls quite
iikely that he will finally succeed. as
he ought. No portion of a soldier’s
diet could be more nutritious or
healthful.
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MASTERS’ ANNUAL ADDRESS.

Worthy Patrons, and Members of |
the Michigan State Grange :

For several years the State Board
has extended to our organization the
privilege of holding its annual ses-
sions in the Representative IIall of
the old State House; a courtesy |
which has been appreciated by the
State Grange. In 1871, the Legisla-
ture provided for the building of a
new State Capitol. Building Com-
missioners were appointed, a plan
for the building adopted, and a con-
tract let for the work. Now we be-
hold this b-autiful and substantial
edifice, in which we have assembled,
complete in all its parts, an honor to
the State, and highly complimentary
to those having its conmstruction in
charge. i

We, the Representatives of the
State Grange of Michigan, have been
invited to hold its Sixth Annual Ses-
sion in this elegant and commodious
Hall, being the first deliberative body
convened within the walls of the
New State House. In this official
recognition by State authority of the
importance of the interests we repre-
sent, and the benificent objects and
aims of our Order, we have reason to
feel that our organization has been
honored. We have met, not only as
Patrons of Husbandry, but as prac-
tical agriculturists, to counsel to-
gether and recommend measures best
calculated to promote the interests of
agriculture, and extend the influence
and usefulness of our great Fraterni-
ty

The year just drawing to a close
has been to us a 1iruitful and propi-
tious one.  Our labors have been
crowned with an abundant harvest,
and from the terrible scourge which
has almost devastated some of the
fairest portions of our land, we have
been spared. For these and other
recognitions of Divine goodness and
mercy; it seems fitting that we
should return thanks to the Great
Giver of all good, and invoke His aid
and guidance in our deliberations.
With this session, my labors as
Master of the State Grange closes,
and in returning to the * Altar of
the Grange” the emblem of office
with which I have so long been in-
vested, it seems proper that I should
render to you some account of my
official labors since our last session,
and make such recommendations as
in my judgment the good of the
Order may require. The Represen-
tatives who assembled in the last
State Grange congratulated each
other over the good results already
accomplished, and having firm faith
in the correctness of our principles
and their ultimate triumph, inaugura-
ted wholesome measures, and with
new inspiration gathered from their
associations with members of the
Order during the session, and the
cheerful reports that come up from
every portion of the State, returned
to their labors in the Subordinate
Granges, better prepared to infuse
new life and interest into the general
There seemed to

be a general waking up among the
Subordinate Granges, and I am confi-
dent that much good was accom-
plished. During the winter and
spring months, I spent a large por-
tion of my time among the Subordi-
nate Granges, and was everywhere
met with the most encouraging pros-
pects. Some Granges were making

singing, music, essays, and discus-

sions that members could not afford

to stay away from them. Some pro-

vided for a course of lectures during

the winter, with good results.

PARIS EXPOSITION, AND AGRICULTURE
IN EUROPE.

Congress authorized the President
of the United States to appoint twen-
ty Commissioners to the Industrial
International Exposition to be held
in Paris, in 1878, three of which were
to be be practical artisan experts,
three skilled representatives of com-
merce and mavufactures, four practi-
cal agriculturists, and nine scientific

experts.corresponaing to, and special- |
ly assigned to reportupon the several |

groups into which the Exposition,
under the official regulations, were to
be divided. Late in February, I
received notice that the President, on
the recommendation of the Michigan
delegation in Congress, had appoint-
ed me one of the Agiicultural Com-
missioners. The appointment was

unexpected, as it was unsought by |

me, and my first inclination was te
decline the position: but upon ma-
ture deliberation I concluded to
accept it, and surrender the Master's
office to the Executive Committee of
the State Grange.
the Committee was against my
resigning the office, and yielding to
their wishes, I have continued to hold
it, entrusting its duties to the Secre-

| tary of the State Grange, during my

absence. I returned on the 27th of
September, and resumed the duties
of the office.

My time in Europe was divided
between official duties and the Expo-
sition, and visiting different countries
for the purpose of obtaining informa-
tion relating to practical agriculture,
and the condition of the agricultural
classes. A brief .summary of but
few conclusions formed from my
travels can be given in this commu-
nication. In thorough cultivation of
the soil, systematic rotation of crops,
and in the preparation and applica-
tion of fertilizers, valuable lessons
can be learned from the agriculturists
of Europe; but in economizing labor
by the use of improved implements
and machinery, utilizing the labor of
domestic amimals in general farm
work, and in substituting brain power
for mere muscular force, in the
general business and operation of
farming, the farmers of our country
are a hundred years in advance of
them. In farm houses, barns, and
out-buildings, with home comforts
and cheerful surroundings, as well as
in general reading, social, moral, and
intellectual standing in society, there
is a striking difference in favor of
our American farmers. To the ques-
tion as to what has brought this deg
radation upon the farmers of the Old
World, there can be but one answer.
They are oppressed and ground down
by an unfeeling, relentless moneyed
aristocracy, cailed Nobility, who con-
trol the legislation, own the wealth,
and rob labor of its just reward,
thereby reducing farmers to mere
ciphers in political influence—under-
lings in society. I am confident that
we have the best country, the best
government, and, as a whole, the
most enterprising and intelligent
people in the world. The farmers of
our country can thank God and con-
gratulate themselves that their lot has
been cast in so favored a land; but the
history of the Old World should be a
“lamp to their feet” ; for in it can be
seen zs clearly as the noonday sun,
the impending fate of agriculture in
this country, unless the farmers in
the exercise of their rights and privi-
leges, granted to them by the funda-
mental laws of a free country, com-
bine their influence throughout the

their meetings so interesting with

land, and maintain for themselves and

The judgment of |

their posterity, equality of birth, po- j

sition, and political influence, free
schools, a free and untrammeled bal-
lot, free religion, and proprietorship of |
the soil. For this grand and noble |

| purpose was our organization formed, |

and to maintain these “Gu.d-given |
rights ” should all of its influence and |
power be directed. There is nota |
single instance in the history of the
world, where agriculture, unorgan-
ized, has maintained the position given |
it by the Creator, as the “ first great
calling of man;” and in no country |
has full power been given to tillers of
the soil, to claim and perpetuate that
supremzcy.  With fifty-two per cent.
of our entire population engaged in
agriculture, every one of whom is a
sovereign, and should know no supe-
rior, we must take upon ourselves the |
blame for unjust and oppressive laws, |
{or encroachment upon our natural |
rights. ‘

OBJECTS OF THE ORDER, AND POLITI-
CAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF
MEMBERS.

The following extracts from the
Declaration of Purposes issued by
the National Grange, will indicate
some of the great objects of our
Fraternity, and the duty and rights of
members :

‘* We emphatically and sincerely as-
sert the oft-repeated truth taught in our
organic law, that the Grange, National,
| State, or Subordinate, is not a political
| or party organization. No Grange, if
true to its obligations can discuss par-
tisan, political or religious questions nor
call political conventions, nor nominate
candidates, nor even discuss their mer-
its in its meetings.

“‘ Yet the principles we teach underlie
all true polities, all true statesmanship,
and, if properly carried out, will tend
to purify the whole political atmosphere
of our country. For we seek the great-
est good to the greatest number.

‘ We must always bear in mind that
no one, by becoming a Patron of Hus-
bandry, gives up that inalienable right
and duty which belongs to every Amer-
ican citizen, to take a proper interest in
the polities of his country.

‘*On the contrary, it is right for every
member to do all in his power legiti-
mately to influence for good the action
of any political party to which he be-
longs. It is his duty te do all he can in
his own party to put down bribery, cor-
ruption, and,trickery; to see that none
but competent, faithful, and honest men,
who will unflinchingly stand by ourin-
dustrial interests; are nominated for all
positions of trust; and to have carried
out the principle that should always
characterize every Patron, that the office
should seck the man, and not the man
the office.

“ We acknowledge the broad princi-
ple that difference of opinion is not a
crime, and hold that * progress toward
truth is made by differences of opin-
ion,” while *‘the fault lies in bitterness
of controversy.”

**The industry upon which our order
is based is agriculture—the mostimpor-
tant of all industries—the foundation
and support of all ethers—the true basis
of all our national prosperity. Wehave
observed the condition of our pcople,
and viewed with alarm the encroach-
ments upon their natural rights. While
agriculture is the chief source of all
wealth, and therefore deserving of at
least equal recognition with ether vo-
cations, it is deprived of its just rewards
and oppressed by methods of law. It is
made to bear grievous burdens not its
own ; it is compelled to pay taxes which
an equitable distribution “would place
elsewhere; it is force1 by wicked com-
binations to submit to hurtful dise imi-
nations against its products both in
transportation and in the marts of sale;
its votaries have been and are now de-
nied that consideration in public affairs
to which the magnitude and the impor-
tance of their calling entitle them. The
laws of the nation and of the several
States are so framed as to divert from
our great industry the rewards which
are the great incentives to toil, and an
earnest remonstrance against their in-
Jjustice spurned.

__“*Inview of these truths weare bound
in defence of our manhood to assert our
rights, and we therefore declare our un- |
alterable purpose to emancipate agricul-

| who

ture from the burdens unjustly heaped

upon it, and the means by which we
shall seek to secure the desirable ends,

“1. Weshallstrive earnestly, withip
and without our order, to extend the
benefits of education, which shall com.-
prise knowledge of public affairs ang
the methods of self-government.

¢2, We shall demand admission iy
the legislatures of the several States,
and in both houses of the Nationa]
Congress, for representatives of agricyl-
ture chosen directly from its votaries, ns
the only means of relief.

*3. We shall accord to other indys-
tries all the rights, privileges, and im-
munities, which we claim for our own,
and join with their representatives iy
earnest endeavors to impress upon the
Governments of States and Nation hab.
its of wise economy and frugality as
essential to the thrift and prosperity of
all the people.

‘“4. We shall give constant care ang
attention to the public schools, in which
the youth of the nation are deeply in-
terested, limiting expenditures thereof
only by their usefulness, striving al-
ways for that higher and practicable
enlightenment which should become
the distinguishing feature of a free peo-

le,
P In accordance with the above ob-
jects of our organization, and the meth-
ods by which they are to be obtained,
we pledge our unyielding devotion to
the work marked out. We believe the
principles enunciated in our declaration
are in full accord with the highest wel-
fare of our country, and that they de-
serve support, especially by all farmers,
The history of agriculture on this con-
tinent shows that no erganization in
its behalf has ever been attempted
without direct effort on the part of those
rey upon its products to neutral-
ize the work, and the lessons of the
past establish the conviction that our
only hope is in the full and cordial co-
operation of farmers, wherever located,
to insure that suc which is within
their grasp.

We appeal, therefore, to good men
and women, whose interests are our
own, confident that with their support
we shall not wait long for the consum-
mation of our hopes. We appeal to the
agricultural journals in aid of the above
objects as a potent means for the attain-
ment of a great object. To these forces
and to the intelligence of our people we
present the purposes which animate
many thousands of farmers in every
State of our Union, and reverently
trust in the direction of the wise Provi-
dence by whose decree we were made
tillers of the soil, that our efforts may be
rewarded by the full accomplishment
of the measures which justice demands
in the relief of an oppressed industry
and the higher enlightenment of its
votaries.”

LEGISLATIVE PETITIONS.

1t cannot be denied that practices of
unjust discriminatin against the
debtor class, have resulted from the
present law regulating interest on
money loaned, and real estate securi-
ties. For several years past, money
loaning has seemed to be almost the
only business that has been renumer-
ative, and the latitude given to those
who are fortunate enough to have
money, has caused many hardships,
if not abuses. Money is usually loan-
ed at abont ten per cent. interest, and
secured by mortgage upon improved
farms. The interest alone is greater
than any farmer or business man can
afford to pay, and there is no limit to
the fee, which may be placed in the
mortgage, to pay the attorney for
forclosing the same. This fee, togeth-
er with advertising and court fees,
are onmorous, often equaling. the
amount of the mortgage. In addition
to this, there is no limit to the amount
of interest which the mortgagee may
demand of the mortgagor for an ex-
tension of time, in case he is unable
to meet his payments when dae; an
as a general thing these mortgages
bear little or no portion of the burden
of taxation. In view of these facts,
the last Legislature was appealed t0
by the State and Subordinate Grang
es to provide :

1st. For taxing real estate mort:
gages.

2d. To limit too reasonable amount
the fees, and cost of foreclosure.
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3d. To prevent the taking of usur-
interest.

Uu-fu:.n To reduce the rate of interest
that may be taken under speclal con-
mj\%fme of these measures met with
favor before that body; but in my
opinion these propositions should be
re-submitted to the Legislature soon to
copvene. The interests of not only
the debtor class, but of the laborer,
the mechanic, the farmer, and nine-
of all other business men

tenths
demand these

in the community
wholesome changes.
CONGRESSIONAL PETITIONS

A bili was introduced into the last
(‘ongress, to again reduce the duties
on foreign wool imported into the
United States. :

By order of the State Grange, blank
remonstrances against the passage of
the bill were seut out to the Subordi-
pate Granges, which were numerous-
ly signed, not only by members of
the Order, but by citizens generally,
.nd forwarded to our members In
(opgress. A motion to take the bill
up for consideration, after it had been
perfectet and favorably reported by
the committe, was lost by a small
majority. The bill is yet upon the
clerk’s desk, liable to be called up
at any moment This action of Con-
gress, in not summarily disposing of
the bill, left the wool trade unsettled,
and has had the effect to greatly de-
preciate the price of the last clip of
wool. Farmers must learn that
“eternal vigilance is the price of
liberty,” and be prepared to again act
whenever the time shall come, and
aid our members in Congress in fight-
ing this odious and unjust measure.

Congress was also petitioned to
amend the patent laws so as to pro-
tect the innnocent purchaser in the
use of any article or implement seld
in the market, making the manufac-
turer and seller alone responsible for
violation of patent rights. A bill
was introduced for that purpose, but
for some reason was not called up.
The recent swindles attempted to be
perpetrated on the farmers of our
State, by patent right tramps, who
claim royalty on the common sliding
gate in common use on almost every
farm in the State, and the recent de-
cision of the Minnesota court favoring
the “drive-well swindle,” makes it
necessary that we should again press
the matter before Congress, and re-
quest that action be taken without
delay.

THE AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT AT WASH-
INGTON.

[ have recently visited Agricultur-
al Department at Washington, and
was favorably impressed with the
changes and improvements which
have been made there since my visit
to the department in 1875,

The system of distributing seeds of
plants for experimental purpo:es has
unde.rg.one a radical change. Instead
of giving them to members of Con-
gress for distribution, they are sent
direct to practical farmers, whose
names have been furnished the Depait-
Meng, by the Sheriff's of the counties,
and otl'xer reliable persons; and to
iarme!‘s Organizations. A system of
éxperiments have been inaugurated,
and so far with favorable results—in
manufacturing sugar from sorghum
and other saccharine plants adapted
to our soil and climate. Also experi-
:ntznts in the cultivation of tea, and
:v hie:hf::el;gn plants, the products of
il Ue_tﬂgsgly imported and used
i lllrsﬂ States. These changes
The im};stsrﬁs‘? and practical work.
G, agriculture demand
Bads wot b experiments should be
s . armers should not allow
e Comn s to be prejudiced against

missioner or the Department

on acconnt of the criticisms attempted
upon these experiments, by the pcliti-
cal press of the country. The Na-
tional Grange has taken action upcn
this subject.

STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

I need make no apology for refer-
ring to the State Agricultural Coliege.
Whatever tends to promote the wel-
fare of farmers cannot be without
interest to the Grange. We are
thanktful for the Farmers’' Institute,
which the College has inaugurated
and carried on the past three winters,
for they have served to show the
citizens of the State, that the work of
the professors, theirinvestigations and
lectures have been in the direct line
of agriculture. We are informed
that the reports containing the papers
and discussions of the Institutes are
widely read by tarmers, and the num-
ber printed is inadequate to the
demand for them.

Intelligent farmers who have taken
pains to become acquainted with the
institution generally admit its useful-
ness. Some of the old expectations
that a few years’ experiments con-
ducted there would remodel farming
altogether, or that young graduates
without experience would give models
of excellence in their vocation so
striking as to attract universal atten-
tion, have been given up by those
who possessed them. They were
unreasonable from the first. But the
College has remained true to the
purposes of its establishment, and is
yearly sending a fair proportion of
its graduates upon the farm. Agri-
culture, including the breeding and
the care of stock, horticulture, and
the sciences underlying these arts
have received due prominence in the
course of study, and if political
economy and other studies not tech-
nically agrlcultural have been admit
ted into the course, they are studies
which the farmer ought to know.

The College has been doing valua-
ble work aside from the instruction of
students, and its Farmers’ Institutes.
Analyses of soils and grains, experi-
ments with Paris green to determine
the action of the soil upon it, and
whether it is taken up by the growing
plant, experiments relating to poisons,
to lightning rods, the fattening of
stock, fertilization of orchard
grounds, the vitality of seeds, identi-
flcation and destruction of injurious
insects, wintering bees, discussion of
gate patent rights, form buta very
partial list of the other work that is
doing at the College.

‘We are glad to see a steady growth
in the number of students. The total
given in the last catalogue is two
bhundred and thirty-nine.  Such a
growth was unexpected by the
officers of the College. Laboratories,
lecture rooms, and dormitories, which
were thought to be ample fur half a
dozen years to come, are already
outgrown, as is also, to some extent,
the conveniences for furnishing work
to so many students.

Why may we not see at the College
in the no distant future, a veterinary
establishment ? and when the enlarge-
ment of laboratories have provided
for the young men, and the growth
of the farm and mechanical shops
shall have provided them with ample
labor, why should we not see there at
the College, a department for young
ladies, who should perform their
daily three hours of labor, while
securing an education? We should
hope then to see an ample dairy con-
nected with the institution. Mean-
while we can all rejoice in the pros-
perity of the College, and help it to a
larger success.

C0-OPERATION.

Cg-operation means working to-
gether, buying together, selling to-

gether and acting together. With-

.

out co.operation in our Order, but lit-
tle can be done for the benefit of its
members, with thorough practical co-
operation, its power for good cannot
be estimated. As far as I have been
able to learn, the co-operation stores
in the State are in a prosperous con-
dition. In compliance with the action
of the last State Grange, a business
agency has been established in the
city of Detroit, for filling orders and
selling farm produce. The Co-opera-
tive Association of Berrien County
kas established a similar agency in
Chicago. These agencies supply a
want, long felt by the farmers, who
will now be able to ship their produce

direct to market, and thereby obtain

the highest market price for the same. |

The Plaster business is in the best
possible condition, and the whoie busi
ness arm of the Order seems to be
prospering.

THE NATIONAL GRANGE.

The 12th annual session of the
National Grangze closed its labors in
the City of Richmond, Virginia, on
the last day of November. Twenty-
seven States were represented, and,
upon the whole, was one of the most
harmonious and interesting sessions
ever held. A large amount of ear-
nest, practical work was done, which
will soon be placed betore the Subor-
dinate Granges in printed form. Bro.
0. H. Kelley, who has so long held
the office of Secretary of the Nation-
al Grange, resigned that pesition on
account of his private business and
location. IIe has recently moved to
the Siate of Florida. Wm. M. Ire-
land, of Washington, who was one of
the founders of the Order, and has
officiated as Assistant Secretary at
every meeting of the National

Grange, was elected to fill the vacan- |

Constitution was subuwitted to the
State Grange for ratification :

& Amend Section 1, Article S, of
the Constitution, by striking out the
word ‘ ten,” and inserting thereof the
word ‘five”” So that the section
will read, “ The minimum of regular
monthly dues shall be five cents for
each member, and each Grange may
otherwise regulate its own dues.”

DORMANT GRANGES,

As will be, seen by the Secretary’s
teport, there are many dormant
Granges in the State. The principal
reason why Granges become inactive
and cease to hold meeetings, is a fail-
ure on the part of its members to
make the meetings interesting, or to
provide practical meaus for business
co-operation, whereby a pecuniary
benefit may accrue to the members,
both of which can and should be
done. The work of devising means
for reviving these Granges should re-
ceive the earnest and careful attention
of this body.

_ CONCLUSION.

The above, with many other sub-
jects relating to the interests of agri-
culture and the work of our Orgauvi-
zation, will demand your attention.
1 am aware that the time limited for
the session is not sufficient to enable
you to give that consideration
to all the subjects, which will come
beforc you, that their importance
demands; but by earnest and con-
stant work, much can be accom-
plished. The future of the Order
in this State will depend much upon
the work of this session. For the
time being its interests and welfare
are entrusted to our hands let us be
faithful to the trust; and endeavor to
discharge our duties well.

For four years I have held the Mas-
ter’s office, borne its responsibilities,
and endeavored to discharge its
duties faithfully, and according to my

best ability. 1t is now my desire to

Vi i
The following amcndment to the

surrender the office into other hands
and again take my place in the ranks
of the Order where I shall continue
to work in the good cause. In con-
clusion I desire to express my firm
conviction, and leave the same on the
records of the Grange, that the only
means by which the agriculturists of
this country can avert the fate which
has befallen the farmers of the Old
World, is by thorough organization,
and increasing work: if that fails,
the last hope of the American farmers
has vanished forever.

J. J. Woonaax.

Best Things.

The best philosophy—a contented
mind. The best law—the golden
rule. The best education—self-gov-
ernment. The best medicine—cheer-
tulness and temperance. The best art
—painting a smile upon the brow of
childhood. The best science—extract-
ing sunshine from a cloudy day. The
best war—to war against one’s weak-
nesses. The best music—the laughter
ot an innocent child. The best jour-
nalism—printing the true and beauti-
ful only, on memory’s tablet. The
best telegraphing—flashing a ray of
sunshine into a gloomy heart. The
best biography—the life which writes
characters in the largest letters. The
best mathematics—that which doubles
the joys and divides the sorrows.
The best navigation—steering clear
ot lacerating rocks of personal con-
tention. The best diplomacy—effect-
ing a treaty of peace with one’s own
conscience. The best engineering—
building a bridge of love across the
river of death.— Eixchange.

The Feet of Horses.

Few men who handle horses give
proper attention to the feet and legs.
Especially is this the case on farms.
Much time is spent of a morning
in rubbing and smoothing the hair
on the side and hips; but at no time
are the feet examined and properly
cared for. Now be it known that the
feet of the horse require more care
than the body. They need ten times
as much, for in one respect they are
almost the entire horse. All the
grooming that can be done wont
avail anything if the horse is forced
to stand where his feet will be filthy.
in this case the feet will become dis-
ordered, and then the legs will be-
come sadly out of fix; and with bad
feet and legs there is not much else
of the horse fit for anything.—ZZome
Journal.

Ixsecr Resepy.—A correspondent
of Vick's Monthly says: * Numbers
of your readers are troubled by ants
and other insects, and want advice.—
Tell them to use from one-half to one
ounce of potash in a pail of water,
and give the insects a shower-bath,
and they will go without saying good-
bye. Near plants and roots I do not
like to use this alkali; neither do I
like to destroy ants, as they are good
hunters after still worse insects. Then
I use Red Pepper and create a flight
that leaves not a little soul behind.
For, or against, rats, mice, moles, &e.
Ialso use a paste of potash, and put
some in their holes or runways, where
they have to walk. As they wear no
shoes, they burn their feet, and like
most people, when they burn a finger,
put them in their mouth, then they
burn their tongues and run for water,
get suspicious, and go away very fast.
For cleaning trees, shrubs, &e., I use
soft soap mixed with some patash and
water, and instead of a brush, I take
the garden syringe to give some good
weshings.” el

The average horse of Chinais about
ten bands in height.
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Officers and members of Subordinate Granges
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange.
SECRETARY'S ANNUAL REPORT.
Worthy Master ancl Fellow Patrons

Again we come before the repre-
sentatives of the Patrons of-Michigan,
assembled for the sixth time in their
legislative capacity, under circum-
stances and surroundings of more
than ordinary interest to render to
them, ancl through them to those
they represent, an account of our
stewardship.

Though reference to the work of
the Order which has now become
history, to its present condition or
future prospects, may not be in the
exact line of official duty, yet, by the
precedent of former years it seems to
become almost obligatory

The fact of the recent origin of the
Order, and of its rapid growth is
even-where known, not only in our
State but all over our broad land.

The evidences of its having in the
few brief years oOFits existence
fought its way to a position of prom-
inence and importance in the country,
appears in ajudicial decision ren-
dered by the highest tribunal known
to our government, by which a great
cardinal principle of protection was
established—again, in the very gen-
eral admission that the objects, pur
poses, and principles of the Order are

legitimate and right —also in the
successful resistance, defeat, and
overthrow of a powerful combination

that undertook to lay an unjust trib-
ute upon us—and lastly, in the un-
questioned occupancy for this annual
session of the State Grange of Michi-
gan, of this beautiful Capitol Build-
ing. the common property of the
people of our favored State.

This is certainly a cause of con-
gratulation. And yet while the Or-
der has been making this positive
progress in our own State ancl the
country, it cannot be denied that dur-
ing the last half of our existence we
have lost a large number of the
Subordinate Granges by surrender, or
suspension of Charter, and many
others have failed to retain their
maximum membership.

My last Annual Report gave 288
Granges that had at the close of the
fiscal year fully reported; 119 were
delinquent in reports for one quarter,
42 for two quarters, 35 for three quar-
ters, and 23 for four quarters. We
now report 253 square cn our books
Delinquent for one quarter 110, for
two quarters 65, for three quarters
40, for four quarters 13.

Some of those undoubtedly, and
all the remainder of the Granges in
the State are in a dormant condition,
and sadly need missionary labor to
restore them to a condition of activ-
ity and usefulness.

The cause of the decline in num-
bers has been so often considered
that | shall not consume time or wea-
ry you with a prolonged reference to
it. Human nature is much the same
in all ages, and voluntary organiza-
tions of rapid growth have never re-
tained their hold on all their follow-
ers alter the flush and excitement of
such growth had subsided.

As the Worthy Master has given
the subject of dormant Granges need-
ful reference we will only add that
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we cannot shut our eyes to the fact
that many of the Granges oOfF the
State will not by virtue of the advan-
tages which organization affords for
the social, educational, and financial
improvement of our clas3, of their own
molton,and by their own unaided pow-
ers. put forth the necessary efforts to
hold their position in the Order.

It is therefore necessary that aid be
rendered, and no more important
question can come before you lor
consideration and determination than
hoic such aid shall be bestowed.

TUE GRANGE VISITOR,

At the last session ofthis body
received agood deal of attention, in
answer to numerous demands from
the membership of the State, that
some changes should be made—that
it should be enlarged, issued semi-
monthly, or weekly. In whatever way
referred to, the demand was for some-
thing more than the small sheet that
had been issued since April, 1875.

Of course those who made this
demand knew but little of the addi-
tional labor and cost that would nec
essarily follow the change demanded.

After considerable discussion the
whole subject was referred to the
Executive Committee with a recom-
mendation "That as soon as the Ex.
Com. deem itprudent, the GRANGE
VISITOR be enlarged and issued as a
semi-monthly Journal; thereby mak-
ing it abetter means of cementing
the bonds of fellowship, and of pro-
moting fraternal feelings among the
members of the Order in the State."

The Committee, after the close of
the session, and before leaving Lan-
sing, met. and a comparison of views
developed but one opinion—that for
the VISITOR something must be done,
ancl asno member had personal
knowledge on which to base calcula-
tion as to the increased cost of any
desired change, the matter was finally
referred to a special Committee con-
sisting of Bros. Childs, Mars, Wood-
man and Cobb.

This Sub-Committee determined
on an enlargement of fifty per cent.,
and its issue semi-monthly, and
placed its entire management in the
hands of your Secretary, with the
understanding that iF the support
given it did not warrant the increased
expense of asemi-monthly issue, at
the end of three months it should fall
back to a monthly, retaining its in-
creased size. On the 1st of April we
found we had received on subscrip-
tion $1,107 50, ancl from this we con-
cluded that we could safely continue
its publication semi-monthly through
the year.

In these three months, however,
the greater part of the subscriptions
for the year were made, and though
each month has added some new
names to the list, yet we regret to
say, the VISITOR has not received the
patronage of the Order in the State
that we had aright to expect at the
end of the three months of experi-
ment.

As indicating some of the work
connected with the VISITOR since the
first of January last there has been
folded, directed, and mailed from our
office over 80,000 copies of the paper.

We give herewith our account with
the VISITOR :

EECEIPIS.
For the fiscal gear on Subscriptions, si,454 50
Copies sald on orders,. 5 07
" Advertising, 192 45
Total, 81,652 02

. BISIIUESMENTS.
Total of Bills of Kalama-
z00 Pub. Co, including

No. 56 of Doc. 15, 81,392 40
Total of Postage for full
year- 126 00
Paid for folding, mailing,
and labor, chargeable fo
Wthls _account,fe 111%&%
rappin r,
Stationery, 1%

Freight aud drayage,. 15
My Expenses, 22 45
Total, . $1,714 15
Deficit,. 802 13
81,714 i

To cover this deficit we have uncol-
lected bills for advertising, amount-
ing to $:5.00.

From this showing we find that
with an increased expense of $1.034
over last year that this " bantling
of such wee proportions” has not
only made respectable growth, but
has vistied you twice as often a3
before.

While we hear no word of com-
plaint against the paper from any
quarter, yet we are constrained to
enquire whether the conditions re-
ferred toin the recommendations
to the Ex. Com., which we have recit-
ed, have been met. Its value to the
Order in the future must largely
depend on the willingness of those
who, having faith in the general mis-
sion of the Grange, are willing to
prove their faith by their works. No
one on whom its future management
may rest can make it of indispensable
value to the order without the co-op-
eration and aid of his fellow Patrons
in the State; nor will that duty be
clone by simply recounting the work

of some regular meeting where " a
feast of fatness, and a flow of soul "
were the crowning glories of the

occasion. This is well enough, but
not all. The Grange has already ac-
complished much—far more than the
majority of its members to-day real-
ize; but its mission is only begun.
The needed work of improvement in
every department of practical farm-
ing lies just before us. The task of
recovering rights that have been in-
vaded by monopolies and chartered
corporations, and of protecting the
great masses of the people against the
crushing, grinding power of vast
accumulations of capital—this task
lies at our very doors; and what
power is effective without organiza-
tion; and what organization in the
interests of the people stands in the
foreground with a Declaration of
Purposes of such unquestioned ex-
cellence, such purity of purpose, and
fidelity to human rights, as does the
Order of Patrons of Husbandry.

On every hand are manilest wrongs.
In our judicial system, iu the unequal
distribution 01 the burdens of taxa-
tion, in the salaries and perquisites
of some of our elective officers—all
these things and many more, demand
attention; and organization alone will
not secure any valuable purpose if
such organization has simply a list-
less passive existence. An army do-
ing camp duty only, will win no lau-
rels, and know no victories.

Without some medium through
which to reach, not only the Order,
but to alimited extent the general
public, we shall make little progress
in correcting existing abuses, or in-
troducing and urging measures of re-
form demanded by the great interests
which our Order represents. But
with such a medium—and such to the
Patrons of Michigan is the GRANGE
VISITOR—and a willingness on the
part of our intelligent, thinking Pa-
trons to use it as an educator of our
people; let me say to you, fellow Pa-
trons, that only a fewyears will elapse
before some of the evils complained
of will be remedied, and the Order of
which we are justly proud will be
entitled to the lasting gratitude of
the people.

We ask, then, of those who recog-
nize these statements as true, " Have
you done jour duty—have you given
the Order in this State your views
and opinions through the VISITOR or
otherwise upon any subject of vital
interestjto the Order,or to the people ?"

If you have not—and | incline to the
opinion that most of you have not
then | say to you in all sincerity that
| fear you have come short of the
requirements of your obligations as
good Patrons, and tailed to do what
you might have done to promote the
good of the Order. And permit me
to enjoin it upon you to remember
this duty in the future, and heartily
co-operate with him on whom the
future work of conducting this organ
of the Order in the State may fall.

As the report ofthe Executive
Committee will give a detailed state-
ment of the financial condition of the
State Grange we shall omit reference
to an}- financial matter except as re-
relates to the GRANGE VISITOR already
detailed.

In August last we recived from
the Secretary of the National Grange
a supply of DIGESTS for distribution
to the Masters of Suboidinate Gran-
ges. These were sent to Masters of
Granges that were not more than two
quarters delinquent in reports anil
clues to the State Grange.

By order of the Executive Com-
mittee we performed the work of the
Master's office during his absence as
United States Commissioner to the
French Exposition for a period ol
four and and one half months. The
work done pertained almost entirely
to correspondence, as we were not
required to visit but one Grange in
an official capacity while the work ol
the Master's office devolved upon us.
Yand we have reason to believe the
! service rendered in that instance was
I effective.

PLASTER.

The plaster business will not, as at
previous sessions, necessarily occupy
much of your attention. Associated
as I have been for four years with
this important interest, and having
recently visited Grandville, | am pre-
pared to say the firm of Day & Tay-
lor by the expenditure of over $10,000
in permanent improvements of the
most substantial character, (among
which are a set of railroad track
scales), have now the best facil
ities for furnishing plaster of the best
quality and in the best condition of
any manufacturers in the State. And
if we but stand by them in the future
as they have stood by us in the past,
we shall not only discharge a solemn
obligation, but 6hall be acting in
strict accordance with true business
principles, and protecting by a wise
foresi-ht, the future from the merci-
less exactions of combinations.

We might make reference to other
subjects, but forbear. Important work
is before us, and we trust it will be
well done.

As we look around upon this good-
ly gathering of the tillers of the soil
—these men and women who for
themselves and those they represent
are here banded together for the
praiseworthy object of advanciug ina
legitimate and proper manner the
best interests oOF the agricultural
class—we fondly indulge the hope
that this meeting together under
such auspicious circumstances will
strengthen our resolutions for faithful
future work, and ceineot more firmly
the bonds of fraternity and good will.

If stimulated to increased diligence
in carrying forward the laudable ob-
jects announced to the world in our
grand " Declaration of Principles,’
not only you. but those that come
after you, will have just cause of
pride and congratulation as the farm-
er, year after year, rises to a higher
plane in social life, and with more de-
velopment, more education, more in-
fluence, and more real independence,
obtains—as he will—a higher standing
among his fellows.

And now, worthy Patrons, with
the close of this, mv third term ol



