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AJfSUAL MEETING OF THE MICHI-
GAN STATE GRANGE. 

H I L L S D A L E , M i c h . , N O V . 1 1 , 1 8 7 8 . 
T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e of the 

Mich igan S t a t e G r a n g e h e r e b y g ive 
no t ice t h a t t h e S i x t h A n n u a l m e e t i n g 
of said G r a n g e wi l l b e he ld in t h e 
n e w Capi tol , in the C i t y of L a n s i n g , 
c o m m e n c i n g a t 10 A. M., D e c e m b e r 
10th, 1878. De lega te s « i l l e n d e a v o r 
to be punc tua l . A cordia l i nv i t a t i on 
is e x t e n d e d t o all P a t r o n s of t h e 
F o u r t h D e g r e e t o v is i t t h e sess ions 
of th is body , a n d b e c o m e m o r e famil -
i a r w i t h t h e pr inciples and w o r k of 
t h e O r d e r ; o u r word f o r it , you will 
go h o m e b e t t e r P a t r o n s . You will 
h a v e a fine o p p o r t u n i t y t o v i ew t h e 
new S ta te house , a n d i t s s u r r o u n d -
ings, t o which w e h a v e all c o n t r i b 
u ted in i ts e rec t ion , a n d not least, a 
visit t o t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l Col lege , 
w h e r e o u r sons a n d d a u g h t e r s h a v e 
been , o r shou ld be, e d u c a t e d . An t i c -
i p a t i n g a l a rge a t t e n d a n c e , t h e C o m -
mi t t ee h a v e m a d e specia l r a t e s for 
m e m b e r s of the O r d e r w i t h all 
t h e l ead ing ho te l s in L a n s i n g , as fol-
lows : 

L a n s i n g H o u s e $2 00 per day , H u d -
son H o u s e $1 25, E d g a r H o u s e a n d 
Chapman House each SI 00, and t h e 
E v e r e t t House §1 00 per day , includ-
ing c o n v e y a n c e t o and f r o m the C a p -
i tol . I t is expec t ed , as " in t h e p a s t , " 
t h a t m a n y p r iva t e b o a r d i n g h o u s e s 
will be r e a d y t o a c c o m m o d a t e a n y 
w h o may desire t h e qu ie t of t h e fami-
ly circle t o t h e b u s t l e i n c i d e n t to a 
pub l i c house . 

A r r a n g e m e n t s wi l l b e made , if pos-
sible, w i t h all r a i l roads in t h e S t a t e 
f o r r educed ra tes of fa re , w h i c h will 
b e p u b l i s h e d i n t h e V I S I T O R D e c 
1st. 

F . M . H O L L O W A Y , C h a i r m a n , 
Ex . Com. Mich. S t a t e Grange . 

Remedy for Croup. 
A t e a s p o o n f u l of c u r r a n t je l ly 

w a r m e d over a l a m p and g iven t o a 
child with first s y m p t o m s of c roup , 
will check i ts p r o g r e s s u n t i l a doctor 
can b e s e n t for , o r a fire s t a r t e d a n d 
some m o r e v igo rous r e m e d i e s ap -
p l i ed . L e t t h e m o t h e r k e e p t h e ch i ld 
w a n n in bed , a n d h e r o w n hand d ip-
p e d in co ld wa te r , la id on i t s t h r o a t , 
whi le o thers a re m a k i n g o t h e r p r e p a -
i a t i o n s . P r o b a b l y n ine ch i ldren o u t 
of t e n w h o d ie oi c r o u p m i g h t be 
s a ve d b y t h e t i m e l y app l ica t ion ot 
r o a s t on ions , mashed , la id u p o n a 
f o l d e d n a p k i n , and goose oil, sweet-
oil, or even l a rd , p o u r e d on a n d ap -
p l ied as h o t as can be b o r n e comfor t a -
b l y to t h e t h r o a t a n d uppe r p a r t of the 
ches t , and t o t h e f e e t a n d hands . 
X e v e r neg lec t t h e first s y m p t o m s . 

T o g e t figs f rom th i s t l e s : R e d u c e 
one t o n of t h i s t l e s t o s e v e n t y p o u n d s 
of po tash . T h e n sell y o u r potash for 
cash. T h e n t ake the oash a n d b u y 
figs.—.V. Y. Pout. 

A N O L D S O N G . 
L A W , L A W ! 

Come listen to me for a minu te , 
A song, I 'm going t o s ing it, 
There ' s something serious in it . 

So, pray you r a t t en t ion d r a w ; 
I t ' s all about t he law 

That has such a deuce of a claw. 
Exper ience , I have bought it, 
A n d now to you have brought it . 
Will you, o r not, be t a u g h t i t ? 

I s ing the charms of law, 
l a w , L A W ! 

Does like a bl is ter d r a w . 
If you ' re fond of pure vexa t ion 
And sweet p roc ra s t ina t ion ; 
You ' re in j u s t a s i tuat ion 

T o enjoy a suit a t law. 
W h e n first you r cause is creeping 
I t h inders you f rom sleeping ; 
At to rneys only reaping, 

F o r sti l l you r cash they d r a w , 
d r a w , D R A W ! 

I s the ma inspr ing of t he la w. 
Misery, toil, and t rouble , 
Make up the hubb le , b u b b l e ; 
Leave you no th ing bu t s tubble , 

And make you as a m a n of s t r a w , 
STRAW, STRAW! 

I s a l l you get b y law. 
If you ' re fond of p u r e vexat ion, 
¿.nd sweet procras t ina t ion . 
You ' re in j u s t a s i tua t ion 

To en joy a sui t a t LAW. 
T h e n when your cause i s ending . 
Your case is no ways m e n d i n g ; 
E x p e n s e cach s tep a t t end ing . 

And then they find a flaw. 
T h e n the Judge , l ike a j ackdaw, 

Wil l lay down w h a t is law. 
I n a ro t ten stick your t r u s t i s ; 
You find the bubble burs t is, 
And though you don ' t ge t just ice 

You're sure to ge t p len ty of law, 
l a w , L A W ! 

Leaves you no t worth a s t raw. 
If you ' re fond of p u r e vexat ion, 
And sweet p roc ra s t ina t ion ; 
Y'ou're in j u s t a s i tua t ion 

T o en joy a sui t a t LAW. 

T h e n if life is all suga r and honey, 
And f o r t u n e has a lways been s u n n y . 
And you w a n t t o ge t rid of your money ; 

I 'd advise you to go t o l aw ; 
Like ice in a rapid t h a w 

Your cash wil l me l t away. 
Comfort ' t is folly t o care f o r ; 
Life is a l o t t e r y ; therefore . 
Wi thou t a w h y or a wherefore, 

I ' d advise you all to go to law, 
l a w , L A W ! 

Does l ike a blister d raw. 
If you ' re fond of p u r e vexat ion . 
And sweet procras t inat ion, 
You ' re in jus t a s i tua t ion 

To enjoy a sui t a t LAW. 

Another Bonanza for the Lawyers. 
T h e venerab le su i t for t h e value of 

a m a r b l e man t e l , i n s t i t u t e d aga ins t 
H e n r y .1. Meyer , b y t h e P e n r l y n 
Sla te C o m p a n y , w a s t r i e d f o r t h e 
f o u r t h t i m e y e s t e r d a y in t h e Mar ine 
C o u r t , and r e s u l t e d in t h e discharge 
of t h e j u r y , w h o h a d handed in a 
ve rd ic t w h i c h g a v e the p la in t i f f §119, 
w i th in te res t . T h e d e f e n d a n t ' s COUQ-
sel had the j u r y po l led , a n d two of 
the j u r y said t h a t t h e y u n d e r s t o o d 
the ve ro ic t t o b e $110 w i t h o u t inter-

es t . T h e p la in t i f f ' s counsel ins i s ted 
u p o n t h e i n t e r e s t ; t h e two d i s sen t -
i n g j u r o r s a d h e r e d to w h a t t h e y h a d 
said, a n d n o t h i n g t h e r e f o r e r e m a i n e d 
e x c e p t t o d i s cha rge t h e j u r y and p e r -
m i t t h e f o u r t h trial to come to n a u g h t . 
T h e cos ts a n d expenses of t h e sui t 
n o w a m o u n t t o a b o u t 81 ,000 ,a l though 
t h e sum sued f o r is only $100. T h e 
lawyers ' h a r v e s t will p r o b a b l y g o on 
ad libitum, for on W e d n e s d a y M r . B . 
F . W a t s o n , t h e School Commiss ione r , 
w h o is a t t o r n e y a n d counse l for t h e 
de fendan t s , said : " A l t h o u g h all ray 
c l i en t s m a y die, I shall con t inue de 
f e n d i n g th i s case. 1 shall neve r d i e . " 
— Graphic. 

Packing Winter Apples. 
F r e s h app l e s t h e e n t i r e y e a r are 

n o t on ly des i rable , b u t q u i t e possi-
b le . F i r s t a n d f o r e m o s t f r u i t de s ig -
ned f o r l ong k e e p i n g m u s t b e hand-
p icked , wi th t h e aid of l adder s , to 
avo id b ra i s ing . I t is also b e s t t h a t 
t h e h a r v e s t i n g be accompl i shed on a 
d r y d a y . D o not mix var ie t ies , b u t 
p lace each k i n d s epa ra t e ly in b ins in 
a cool ou thouse or f r u i t r o o m o u t of 
t h e r e a c h of t h e r a y s of the sun , w h e r e 
t h e y will ii> two or t h r e e weeks h a v e 
completed t h e s w e a t i n g p rocess , b y 
which the skins a r e t o u g h e n e d a n d 
m u c h m o i s t u r e is lost . N e x t ca re fu l -
ly , a s so r t those u n i f o r m in size and 
qua l i t y and place in clean, new bar re l s , 
c a r e fu l l y by hand : b e g i n p a c k i n g b y 
p l ac ing a t ier of app l e s wi th the i r 
e n d s to t h e closed head of the b a r r e l , 
t h e n fill u p w i t h o u t b r u i s i n g t h e f ru i t ; 
s h a k e down thorough ly , a n d fill t h e 
b a r r e l so lull t h a t the head m u s t be 
p re s sed in w i t h a l e v e r flattening the 
last t i e r of a p p l e s . T h e f r u i t m u s t 
be pressed so firmly t h a t i t will n o t 
move in hand l ing . A f t e r h e a d i n g u p . 
place t h e barrels in some cool, s h a d e d 
pos i t ion t h e r e t o r ema in u n t i l in d a n -
g e r of f r eez ing ; finally r e m o v e t o a 
dry ce l la r or f r u i t room, w h e r e a t e m -
p e r a t u r e j u s t above f reez ing is m a i n -
t a ined . P a c k e d in th is m a n n e r ap -
ples will k e e p sound ly un t i l t h e season 
of r ipen ing a r r ives , w h e n they s h o u l d 
be consumed . T h e K i n g , I l u b b a r d -
son, Ba ldwin , G r e e n i n g , S p y , Spi t -
z e n b u r g , N e w t o n l ' i p p e n , R o x b u r y 
Russe t t a n d E n g l i s h R u s s e t t , will r i -
pen n e a r l y in t h e o rde r ind ica ted , a n d 
will t h e n exhib i t t h e i r best qua l i t i e s 
and a r o m a ; t h e las t m e n t i o n e d will 
keep all s u m m e r if des i r ed . 

A p p l e s are n o t i n f r e q u e n t l y s to red 
in open b i n s in cellars , especia l ly the 
shor te r keepers ; t h e f ru i t , i n s t e a d of 
r e m a i n i n g c r i s p and j u i c y u n d e r t h i s 
t r e a t m e n t , soon becomes wi l t ed , v a p i d 
a n d tas te less , p r o v i n g t h e necessi ty 
of firm p a c k i n g a n d close cover ing 
when it is des i r ed t o p r e s e r v e i t any-
g r e a t l e n g t h of t ime . 

Dr . J o h n s o n once d ined wi th a 
Scotch l ady who had h a t c h pa tch for 
d inner . She asked h im if i t was good . 
" G o e d for hogs , " said he. " T h e n , " 
said she, " le t me he lp y o u t o s o m e 
m o r e . " 

— T h e VISITOR a n d Husbandman 
l o r $1.75 a y e a r . 



2 
Farmers Making History. 

E x t r a c t s f r o m a paper read before 
Goshen Grange , N . Y . : 

Nea r ly two years ago, if my recol-
lection serves me right, these f a n n e r s 
as a resul t of f r e q u e n t association in 
the Grange and farmers ' c lubs origi-
nated and uni ted upon an organiza-
t ion called t h e " F a n n e r s ' Alliance. ' ' 
I t is a political organizat ion to a limi-
ted extent , and ye t it is in no wise 
part isan. I t is composed of the free-
though ted farmers of all part ies; frames 
its p la t fo rm in the interest of t he 
landowner so far as is j u s t to all o ther 
proper ty holders ; forms no t icket of 
its own, t hus r idd ing itself of t he in-
c u b u s and t r i cke ry of the office-seek-
er , and t h u s too un i tes the t rues t and 
most influential farmers of all pa r t i e s ; 
and lastly, advocates a s t r ic t and ac-
t ive interest in the delegate or pr i -
m a r y meet ings . 

The F a r m e r s ' All iance proposes to 
abolish certain gr ievances under the 
head of—first , t axa t ion ; second, un-
equal f r e i g h t s ; t h i r d , h i g h official sal-
a r i e s ; four th , the abolit ion of sine-
cures or useless offices. 

W e all know t h a t there ¡ire two 
classes of p rope r ty—rea l and pe r -
sonal. Real proper ty consists of lands 
and houses; personal proper ty of 
bonds, mor tgages , and judgments . I t 
is found in N e w York tha t t he real 
and personal p roper ty of tha t S t a t e is 
a b o u t equal in value. T h a t is, tha t 
t he bonds, and mor tgages of New 
Y o r k State are equal in value to the 
land of N e w Y o r k Sta te . Y e t the 
p rop r i e to r s of land the re pay live-
sixths of the whole tax ol t he Slate, 
while the owners of bonds , mortgages, 
and stocks pay b u t one-sixth of the 
tax . A t the same t ime bonds , mort-
gages , and s tocks pay an average of 
eight per cent, in teres t , while land 
averages but t h r ee per cent. , and y t l 
land pays five-sixths ol the en t i re t a x 
of the State, and personal p r o p e r t y 
but one-sixth. T h u s i t might be 
slated t h a t in New York land or real 
estate pays five-sixth of the taxes, and 
has but one-sixth the earning capaci ty 
of personal p roper ty , while personal 
p roper ty pays b u t one-sixth the taxes , 
and has five-sixtli more ea rn ing ca-
pacity than land. 

In the m a t t e r of f re ights the " Far -
mers ' Al l i ance" declares tha t such a 
discr iminat ion prevai ls in favor of 
t he west, as agains t the east, t h a t but-
ter is shipped in r e f r ige ra to r cars f r o m 
far off Wisconsin to N e w York city, 
for th i r t een cents per hundred pounds, 
whi le i t costs as h igh as fo r ty cen ts 
f r o m the cen t re of N e w York S ta te 
to t h e c i ty of New York—tha t flour 
is sent cheaper from St. Louis , a thou-
sand miles away, than from Elmi ra , 
e ight h u n d r e d miles away, to N e w 
York city. T h u s the lower f re ights 
g ran ted to foreign Sta tes are flooding 
the home marke t s wi th western p ro -
duc t s . A car load of cat t le costs b u t 
t w e n t y dollars f rom St. L o u i s ; f rom 
cent ra l N e w York, s ixty dollars is 
charged. E l m i r a pays th i r ty cents 
per h u n d r e d on goods ; D u n k i r k , one 
h u n d r e d and fifty miles fu r ther , is 
t axed b u t fifteen cents. A s a conse-
quence ; t rade , enterprise and manu-
fac turers , are desert ing the more east-
ern cit ies, a n d those towns nearer the 
g r e a t sh ipping metropolis of N e w 
York , a n d going west in order to se-
c u r e lower freights. 

T h r o u g h the agency of the " F a r -
mers ' All iance " many evils have been 
b r o u g h t to l ight , and citizens, con-
s u m e r s as well as producers , have be-
come in te res ted in its deliberations. 
A t i ts last mee t ing a delegat ion was 
sen t especially to represen t t he cor-
dial s u p p o r t of t he N ew Y o r k B o a r d 
of Trade , an association composed of 
e igh t h u n d r e d merchan t s in New Y o i k 
c i t y A m o n g o the r in te res t ing facts 

p resen ted at its last session was a 
comparison between the governmental 
t ax of the Sta te , some e igh t mill ions 
of dollars, and the annual railroad tax 
in the ma t t e r of freights a m o u n i i n g 
to n ine ty mill ions of dollars. I t is 
claimed tha t forty-five mill ions of dol-
lars should pay a dividend of ten per 
cent to s tockholders had the roads 
been buil t and r u n u p o n aiL honest 
basis. T h e fact has also been Drought 
to l igh t , . tha t since 1871 the assessed 
value of real es ta te has been increased 
$776,322,012, while the assessed value 
of personal p rope r ty in the same t ime 
has been decreased S73.119.592, and 
t h a t t he cost of t he jud ic ia ry in pro-
tec t ing personal p rope r ty amoun t s to 
some $000,000, while the protect ion 
of real estate costs but one t h i r d — t h a t 
is $200,000. 

A m o n g the most act ive workers 
connected with the '• F a r m e r s ' Alli-
ance " are Hon. Geo. Geddes, an ex-
tensive f a rmer and noted agr icul tur is t ; 
Gen. A . S. Diven, who is to be the 
" w a r horse" of the Alliance at A lbany 
nex t w i n t e r : Geo .W. Hoffman, an ex-
tens ive and skil lful farmer , P res iden t 
of the late Kin lira Agricul tural Exhi-
bit ion, who iiiis t he pecul iar abili ty 
and mer i t of r unn ing an exhibit ion 
wi thout a horse race. T h e r e be ing 
no t i c k e t formed and the members 
agreeing to uni te and work for the 
ascendency of men in both the demo-
cratic and republ ican r anks w h o can 
be en t rus ted with the charge and ob-
j e c t of the Alliance, tha t is, t o make 
all more equal before the law, the Al-
liance is rapidly growing into a power 
unsul l ied b y the touch of poli t ical 
tr icksters, un t r ammeled b y the selfish 
office seeker , i t is thus lef t f ree also to 
declare tha t official salaries instead of 
being increased should be roduced in 
accordance wi th the lower income re-
ceived f r o m taxable p r o p e r t y ; and 
on the other hand the commensurate 
reduct ion in t h e cost of l iving. 

s . it . i>. 

A Cheap Ice-Honse. 
A n exchange g ives the following 

plan lor a cheap ice-house, large 
enough to supply an ord inary family 
du r ing the y e a r : " A pile of ice 8 
feet square and the same height is 
enough for family use. F o r such a 
pile build the house 10 feet square and 
the same height , as .here m u s t be a 
foot of sawdus t all around the ice— 
sides, bo t tom and top. The house 
can be made on the s imples t plan pos-
s ible—two frames of four-inch stuff 
for bo t tom and top, na i l ing the boards 
on these upr igh t . Only a single wall 
is needed. Lay a loose floor in the 
bo t tom so t h a t the water can pass 
through to the g round freely. F i r s t 
p u t on a foot of sawdus t on the floor, 
t ak ing care to level i t well, wi th a 
slight inclination t o the centre so tha t 
t he ice pile will press together. Then 
build the ice pile on this , one foot 
f rom the wall all a round , packing in 
sawdus t between the ice and the wall 
as the pile rises. W h e n the pile of 
ice is 8 teet h igh—nine with the saw-
d u s t in the b o t t o m — p u t a foot of saw-
d u s t on top and cover wi th a n y kind 
of a board roof t h a t will keep o u t the 
rain, leaving the ends open for venti-
lat ion. P r o v i d e some way to carry off 
the water tha t dra ins th rough the saw-
d u s t and floor, if th is is no t na tura l ly 
p rov ided for. Th i s is al l tha t is need-
ed to keep ice. Of course the house 
can be m a d e as ornamenta l and cost ly 
as desired, b u t i t will no t keep the ice 
any be t t e r than the r u d e s t s t ruc tu re 
bu i l t as we have descr ibed the cost of 
which will be t r i f l ing." 

AVARICE — I s a weed that will grow 
in a barren soil, and re igns most in 
those who have b u t few qual t i t ies to 
recommend them. 

Agricultural Prospects of Michigan. 
W e are in receipt of a ve ry inter-

es t ing compilat ion of facts and fig-
u re s re la t ive to the agr icul tura l 
yield of the State of Michigan as com-
pared with o ther western states.which 
has been issued f rom the office of 
Hon. W L. Webber , of E a s t Saginaw, 
of the Government land commission. 

W e called a t tent ion to a somewhat 
similar work which was p repared un-
der the auspices of the Secre ta ry of 
State a shor t t ime since by Mr. Hew-
itt , of the S t a t e S c re ta ry ' s office, a t 
Lansing. I t is an indisputable fact 
t h a t t he cereal p r o d u c t s of .Michigan 
command a h igher price in the open 
m a r k e t s of the world on account of 
t h e i r even and super io r qua l i ty as 
contras ted with the crops of o ther 
States. 

The United Sta tes Government 
Agr icu l tura l r epor t for 1875 shows 
t h a t t he money value of the crops 
raised from 1 GO acres of land was— 
omi t t ing f rac t ions—Michigan, 83,014; 
Kansas , $2 .018; . Iowa, 81 ,82«; Ne-
braska , $1,725. T h e crops raised 
were of the same charac te r in the dif-
fe ren t soils and consisted of 20 acres 
each of corn, wheat , rye, oats, bar ley, 
buckwhea t , po ta toes and hay, bu t as 
we wish to confine ourselves to wheat 
alone, the g r e a t 6taple p roduc t of the 
State, we will give the compara t ive 
value of 20 acres of tha t cereal as 
raised in the various S ta tes above 
enumera t ed . Michigan's 20 acres 
b rough t in money at marke t r a t e s 
S310; Kansas came n e x t a t $295; 
Iowa next $137 and N e b r a s k a last 
8124. 

These resul ts seem to cover a 
per iod of five years w i thou t showing 
a n y sensible var ia t ion to speak of, 
and it will be seen there fore tha t t he 
eloquence of facts becomes m o r e 
demonst ra t ive and convincing when 
submi t t ed in this simple form than 
when communica ted t h rough the 
channels of t he most rosy orato-
ry . We have of late often had 
occasion to make reference to the 
advantages offered by the r ich and 
fert i le p rov inces of the western a n d 
nor th-western sect ions of the S ta te 
for fa rming set t lements . T h e occu-
pat ion and cult ivation of these lands 
cannot fail to add to the impor tance 
of the S ta te as a g ra in -p roduc ing 
region, and i t is g r a t i f y i n g to add 
tha t those in te res ted in the agr icul -
t u r a l p rospec t s of Michigan are us-
ing every inducemen t to effect the i r 
p e r m a n e n t set t lement , and b r ing them 
within the civilizing rea lms of hus-
bandry . T h e lands are for the most 
par t well t imbered, the climate invigo-
rat ing a n d the air and wa te r bo th 
p u r e a n d wholesome. The far - famed 
Mackinac itself, indeed, has been bap-
tised within t h e last few years as one 
of t h e most celebrated heal th r e t r ea t s 
in the U n i t e d States , and will assured 
ly f rom this t ime o u t advance in the 
favor of those who annually seek i ts 
shrine. Across the s t ra i t s even, in 
the nor the rn peninsula, the agricul-
tura l ques t has made itself heard , 
a n d wi th in the pas t few weeks a pa r ty 
of exper ienced h u s b a n d m a n w e n t on 
an explor ing expedi t ion to tha t 
region to test t he v i r tues of i ts soil 
and effect i ts agr icu l tura l se t t lement . 
W h e n once the product ive quali t ies 
of t he nat ive soil of Michigan is 
more fa i r ly and ful ly known, ve ry 
few expedit ions will be made b y any 
among its res iden t a n d g r o w i n g pop-
ula t ion to r emote a n d ungenerous 
soils elsewhere, b u t we shall u n q u e s -
t ionably see i ts f a m e as an agr icu l tura l 
center a t t r ac t ing no inconsiderable 
immigrat ion f rom su r round ing Sta tes 
and Canada — M i c h i g a n Farmer. 

— T h e VISITOR .UNI Husband,aun 
(or $1.75 a year . 

U N I ) P O O R . 

I 've had another offer, wi le , 
A twentj- acres more 

Of high and dry prairie land, 
As lerel as a floor: 

I thought I 'd wai t and aee you first. 
As Lawyer Brady said. 
To tell how things will t u rn out best 
A women is ahead ." 

And when th i s lot is paid for, 
And we have got the deed, 

I'll say that 1 am satisfied, 
'Tis all the land we need ; 

And next we'll run about the yard 
And fix the house up some, 

And manage, in the course of time, 
T o have a be t te r home. 

" There's no use talking, Charlie, 
You buy tha t twen ty move 

And we'll go scrimping all our liven 
And always be land poor : 

For t w e n t y years we've tugged aiul saved, 
Denying half our needs, 

Whi le all we have to show for it 
Is tax receipts and deeds. 

I'd sell the land if it were mine, 
And have a bet ter home, 

Wi th broad, light rooms to f ron t the street, 
And t a k e life as it comes. . 

If we could live as others live, 
And have w h a t others do, 

We'd live enough sight pleasanter , 
And have a p lenty , too. 

While others have amusements . 
And luxuries, and books, 

J u s t t h ink how s t ingy we have lived, 
And how this aid place looks. 

T h a t other farm you bought of Wells, 
T h a t took so many years 

I >f clearing up and fencing in, 
Has cost me m a n y tears. 

Yes, Charles, I 've thought of it 
A hundred t imes or more , 

And wondered if i t really paid 
To always be land poor ; 

T h a t had we buil t a cozy house . 
Took pleasure as it came, 

Our children—once so dear to us 
Would never 've le f t our home. 

I grieved to th ink of wasted weeks . 
And years, and months, and days, 

Whi le for i t all we never yet 
Have had one word of praise. 

Men call us rich, bu t we are poor ; 
Would we not freely give 

The land with all i ts fixtures 
For a be t te r way to live? 

Don ' t t h ink I 'm blaming you, Charles, 
You ' r e not a whi t to b lame ; 

I ' ve pitied you these m a n y years . 
T o see you t ired and l a m e -

It ' s jus t tha t way we s ta r ted out . 
Our plans too fa r ahead; 

We've worn the cream of life away, 
T o leave too much when dead. 

'Tis p u t t i n g off en joyment a f te r we enjoy. 
And a f te r all, too much of wealth 

Seems useless as a toy. 
Although we've learned—alas '. too late— 

W h a t all m u s t learn a t last— 
Our brightest ear th ly happiness 

I s buried in the p a s t : 
T h a t life is shor t and ful l of care. 

The end is a lways nigh: 
We seldom half begin to live 

Before we're doomed to die. 
Were I to s t a r t my life again, 

I would mark each separate day. 
And never let a single one, 

1'ass unenjoyed away . 
1 f tlifcre were things to enjoy, 

I 'd have them now and then, 
And have a home t h a t was a home, 

And not a cage or pen. 
I 'd sell some land, if it were mine. 

And fix up well the rest. 
1 have a lways thought , and th ink so yet-

Small farms, well-worked, are best." 

" W h a t t ime is i t ? " asked a wife o! 
her druiiken husband . " l)-darling, I 
can' t tell , each of the h-hands on my 
watch points to a. different figure, and 
1 d -don ' t know which to believe." 



THE GRANGE VISITOR. 

gorresgondencq. 

O F F I C E OF T H O M A S MASON, ) 
«KVBRAI- COMMISSION M E R C H A N T , R 

CHICAGO, N O V . 9, 1878. J 
liTO. J. T. Cobb : 

DEAR SIR.—Having received n u m e r -
ous letters of inquiry in relation to catt le 
and hogs, allow me to answer th rough 
t h e c o l u m n s of t h e G R A N G E V I S I T O R , 
as the best means of c o m m u n i c a t i n g 
with the brothers of the Order. 

First , I am prepared to handle catt le 
and hogs in any quant i ty , and can sell 
them 011 arr ival at the h ighes t rates 
prevailing, and wi th p rompt re turns . 
All hogs and cattle should be addressed 
to Thomas Mason, Union Stock Yards, 
Chicago, 111.; a " mail mat ter to 183 
Water street, Chicago. 

Also, I would answer that I have 
storage for apples in frost-proof cellars ; 
charge, 5 cents per bbl. per m o n t h . I 
offer storage for apples free w h e n 
shippers prepay fre ight . 

X. B.—Shipper pays storage w h e n 
we are ordered not to place his goods on 
the market for immediate sale, also 
when necessary to hold through severe 
weather. 

GROVELAND, M i c h . , \ October 21, 1878./ 
Bro. Cobb : As you wan t correspondence, and hoping tha t m y poor efforts may help, 1 will try again to write a few lines. I often hear farmers say, " W h a t good does the Grange do us, or has it ever done any good; all that a fa rmer wants to buy is so low tha t any man can afford to b u y . " I answer, yes, but 1 th ink the Grange should have credit for what it has done to bring about th is condition of things. Plaster, for in-stance; what would we have to pay for it at this t ime but for the Grange? I think , and so will n ine farmers out of ten farmers say, tha t we would have to pay ¡57 or more per ton. Our Grange has been doing some business r ight along, and it lias been of pecuniary advantage to us, besides m a k i n g our members acquainted wi th the whole-sale prices of th ings tha t farmers use, so that we can the better protect our-selves against those dealers w h o are disposed to add unreasonable profits to the cost of their goods. 

Groveland Grange, No. 443, on the evening of the 9th of Augus t , voted to reduce its initiation fees f rom $5 and S3 to $8 and SI, and we hope nex t win te r to receive more members . W h a t s tuck in the necks of objectors to the reduc-tion, was the fact t h a t there was no reduction in the fees to the Sta te Grange. Now, "Worthy Secretary, how is this? W h y does not Uie State Grange, if it has the power, reduce the fee paid it on each ini t ia t ion? My Grange wants th is th ing done. P u t fees down to 50 and 25 cents, and tha t would correspond wi th the reduction in the subordinate Granges . 
Worthy Secretary, whenever you can make it come around r igh t and connect, come out in this par t of Oakland Coun-ty. Groveland Grange would greet you with a brotherly hand , a n d you would not get away the first n igh t . W e are away back from a n y vil-lage or railroad stat ion, some seven miles, consequently, we are not troubled wi th any of the Sta te G r a n g e officers. But th is m i g h t m a k e a visit from any of them t h e more acceptable. 
In conclusion, would say tha t we have had very dry weather for whea t on the ground. I t will not have half the top tha t it had a year ago. W h e a t was a very good crop here last h a r v e s t ; from 20 to 45 bushels per acre. Br ings at Holly now 90 cents. T h e apple crop in Groveland and vicini ty is about half a crop; on an average br ings about §1 per bbl. More anon, Yours t ruly, 

W M . C A M P B E L L , S e c . , 443. 

B A T T L E C R E E K , N o v . 8 , 1878. Friend J. T. Cobb: The second annua l meet ing of t h e Battle Creek Co-operative Association was held Nov . 7th. About noon of that day the Pa t rons a n d Sovereigns of Indus t ry were seen ga the r ing about 

in considerable numbers . A t 1 o'clock p. M the meet ing was called to order by E d w a r d Whi te , the Pres ident of the Association. The re was a very satis-factory a t t endance of the members. T h e several officers proceeded to m a k e the i r a n n u a l reports, wh ich were received by the m e m b e r s apparen t ly wi th en t i re satisfaction. T h e Secre-tary ' s report shows the merchandise sales for the year to be $02,266 87. T h e average sales per day for the yea r were $207 ">0. 
W e have bought and sold du r ing the year 431 bbl. sugar, 100 bbl. kerosene oil, 93-5 bbl. salt , 3-50 tons of plaster, 47,362 lbs. butter , 29,688 doz. eggs, a n d stored and sold 15,921 lbs of wool. W e have shipped and sold du r ing the pres-est fall for our members , 6 car loads of live hogs, 5 car loads whea t a n d 1442 bbl. green apples. On the fol lowing e ight articles—kerosene oil, salt , land plaster, t imo thy seed, whea t , apple barrels, wool and l ive hogs—we were able to show by actual figures t h a t we had saved to the fa rmers th rough our store on t h e eight articles alone $2,250 54. On m a n y o ther articles our store has also saved them m a n y dollars. 
T h e building we occupy is 30x100 feet, w i th cellar of same size. T h e Batt le Creek Grange have the i r hall on the second floor, over the store T h e Association proves to be an inf luence in re -an imat ing and increasing the m e m b e r s h i p of the Granges of th is locality, and they in t u r n give i t the i r suppor t . T h e fa rmers outs ide of the Order are real izing t h a t it is p romot ing the i r good, and are also g iv ing it the i r pa t ronage a n d inf luence. 1 t h i n k I may safely say t h a t the Co-operative store, at the present t ime, is decidedly popular a m o n g the fa rmers and mechanics of t h i s locality. I have long since come to the conclusion tha t there is no such t h i n g possible as t h e Granges of a n y locality l iv ing a n d prosper ing by doing no th ing . If t hey are not going fo rward in some noble ac t iv i ty , it is decided evidence to me that they are going backward ; for there is no such t h i n g as s tanding still. We have given J . M. Chidester , our Sta te Agent , a fair trial- of consign men ts, and thus far, wi th satisfaction. We do not hesi tate in repor t ing h i m the r ight man in the r ight place, and hono r the judgement of those who placed a m a n at tha t point . W e hope t h a t l ink a f te r l ink may be added to th is cha in of co-operation, unt i l it shall ex tend as far as the farmers ' products are needed. 

Af te r receiving the reports, t h e Asso-ciation proceeded to the election of officers, w h i c h resulted in nearly a unan imous re-election of t l i een t i re l is t : Edward Whi t e , P res iden t ; J o h n H a r -per, Vice Pres iden t ; f l . B. H o a g l a n d , Secre ta ry ; David Young , Treasurer ; Benjan ien Morgan , R u f u s P a y n e and J . M. Will isou, Directors. R . B. Cow-les, L . R Hal l a n d C. H u l c h e r , Aud i -tors. Af te r the election of officers, the Association ad journed , and the mem-bers dispersed, apparen t ly in good spirits, and in perfect h a r m o n y , and wi th a good degree of encou ragemen t for the future. 
H . B. B., Sec. 

G R O V E L A N D , M i c h . , ) October 1, 1878. j Worthy Secretary : Groveland Grange as a Grange is all r ight , and we are going to stay. N o w the Grange is jus t w h a t we m a k e it. You can make it a poor Grange, or you can m a k e it a good one. You can m a k e it a good Grange by a t t e n d i n g every meet ing, pay ing us your dues every three m o n t h s in advance ; and you can m a k e i t a poor Grange by s tay-ing away , not pay ing your dues for six or n i n e months , a n d finding fault w i t h wha t has been done a t Grange meet-ings. I f requent ly meet brothers t h a t have not been to t h e Grange meet ings for th ree or four months , and the f irs t th ing they ask is, '• W h a t did you do a t the last meet ing, or w h a t have you been doing since I was t h e r e ? " Wel l , Mr. Ed i to r I feel as if it was none of the i r business, they should have a t tend-ed and seen for themselves, and I some-t imes tell t hem so. T h e y will say, " O, I did not feel we l l , " or " I was ha rd a t work , bad so m u c h to do, and I am al-ways so tired w h e n i t comes Grange n i g h t s ; and w h e n I did come the Grange was not interest ing, it was so very dry, and so few out t h a t I do not t h i n k i t p a y s . " N o w t h a t is w h a t is the mat ter w i th the Grange . I say come out to the Grange meetings, every member . See and hea r for yourselves wha t is going on at the Grange, t hen 

Is going to be done. Come out and help to make it in teres t ing socially, as well as financially a success. A n d I would say to t h e officers of the Grange t h a t if you cannot come out to t h e meetings and fill your positions, you had bet-ter resign, and let the Grange elect or appoint some member tha t can a t tend . Now, Mr. Edi tor , I will say r ight here, and you may t h i n k I a m bragging, but I have filled the office of Secretary of Groveland Grange No. 443, for a lmost three years, and we hold our meet ings twice a m o n t h , and I have never missed but one meet ing , and then I was sick and could not get out . 
I do not l ike to hear a member run down the Grange. W e had a p resen t member of our Grange get up a whi le ago and say t h a t the G r a n g e was all go-ing to the dogs, tha t it was all r u n n i n g down, tha t Grange stock had fallen f rom 95 to 40 per cent, in different cities of the E a s t a n d West , t h a t he saw i t in the Chicago Times, etc. N o w , M r E d -itor, can you tell m e w h a t the learned member had reference to. W h a t is Grange .stock? I never heard of it. 

Yours t ruly, 
W R L L I A M C A M P B E L L , Sec 'y Groveland Grange , No. 445. 

B E L L E V I L L E , N o v . 8 , 1878. Bro. Cobb: 
Belleville Grange a t its last session adopted t h e fol lowing resolutions in regard to kerosene oi l : 
Resolved, T h a t we, t h e m e m b e r s of Belleville Grange , No. 331, respectful ly represent tha t th is a n d o ther Granges in ne ighbor ing Count ies have become disgusted wi th the present article of kerosene oil, t e rmed , Michigan Test 140 degrees, forced upon us by the Sta te Legis la ture a t its last session ; 
Resolved, T h a t the Execu t ive Com. lay the m a t t e r before t h a t honorable body a t its n e x t session, and ask t h a t the present law be repealed. 
Resolved, T h a t as we now pay 30 cts. per gallon for Michigan test oil of very inferior q u a l i t y ; tha t we believe if th is present law were repealed, it could be purchased a t t h e refineries of a better qual i tv for 8 cents per gal lon by t h e bbl. 
Resolved, T h a t our Representa t ives give it the i r earnest a t ten t ion , and if it be consis tant w i th jus t ice and equal i ty , the present law be a m e n d e d or re-pealed. 
Resolved, T h a t the Execu t ive Com-mit tee of the Sta te G r a n g e forward b lank petit ions to each subord ina te G r a n g e th roughou t t h e State , request-ing t hem to obtain the s ignatures of its members , and re tu rn the same to our Sta te Legis la ture at its nex t session. 

F R A N C E S A . R I G G S , Sec 'y Bellevil le Grange, No. 331. 

S P K I N G V I L L E G R A N G E , N o . 279. , \ November 11, 1878. > Bear Bro. C'obb : 
I would again break the long silence of Spr ingvi l le Grange , by wr i t i ng a few lines. The long win te r evenings are coming, and the t i m e w h e n we o u g h t (if we ought one t i m e more than another) to get r ight down to business, for I am satisfied there is much t h a t we, as Pat rons , o u g h t to do. 
Our work in political affairs is done for the present, a n d now le t us look about and see if we have been able to accomplish a n y t h i n g which we can tu rn to our account as farmers and consumers . W e have our Represen ta -t ives a n d Senators elected to represent us in the Legis la ture of the State . N o w shal l we not t ry the i r met t le by ask ing them to t ry a n d break u p t h e oil r ing of the State. This is a quest ion in which we are all deeply interested. N o t long since, kerosene oil could be bought for 18 cents, as good as a n y o n e need to ask for, and to-day the same canno t be bought, for less than 25 cents. Does not t h i s sudden rise—and in th is Sta te only—shows t h a t t h e r e is an injust ice being done somewhere ? N o w w h a t we wan t is legislation tha t will enable us to buy our oil abroad, if the oil r ing cont inues to control affairs at home. Wi l l not those t h a t are inter-ested in t h i s m a t t e r he lp to agitate it unt i l we can buy oil as cheaply as in our sister States. 

J . E , G I B B S . 

on the 12 day of November at 2 o'clock, p. M. There seems to be some misapprehen-sion as to w h o may a t tend the meet ings of t h e Pomona or County Grange. W e wisli to say that all Four th Degree Pa t -rons have ' the privilege of meet ing wi th us, and are most cordially invited to at-tend the meetings, and also t ake par t in the discussion of quest ions t h a t may-be brought up. 
I will say in behalf of the Coldwater Grange to all Pa t rons w h o will come to the meet ing on the 12th, we will t ry and m a k e you feel a t home . W e are a good feeling Grange , and at our meet-ings we lay aside t h e cares of life for a few hours a n d enjoy ourselves in one ano ther ' s society. 
Come, and come early, and we will be 

g l a d t o s e e y o u . H . B . GEORGE. 

O R I O N , NOV. 4 , 1878. Worthy Bro. Cobb : T h e Detroi t and B a y City Dis t r ic t Council , of P . of H . , holds i t s a n n u a l mee t ing for t h e election of offi-cers, and the t ransact ion of such o ther business as m a y proper ly come before the meet ing , in Orion, a t Grange Hal l , on Tuesday, December 10, a t 10 o'clock A. M. All m e m b e r s are cordiaUy invi t -ed. H I R A M A N D R E W S , Secretary of Council . 

A U S T E R L I T Z , NOV. 5 , 1878. Bro. Cobb: 
T h e a n n u a l mee t ing of the K e n t Coun ty Grange , No. 18, will be held in the city of Grand Rapids , on W e d n e s d a y the 4th day of December , for the regular order of business and the election of officers. Al l F o u r t h Degree m e m b e r s in good s t and ing are cordial ly i nv i t ed to be present . 

E . B . H I N E , S e c . 

Stewart Block, the i r place of business. I you will k n o w wha t has been or w h a t 

C O L D W A T E R , M i c h 1 October 29, 187S. / Bro. J. T, Cobb : I wish to notice t h rough the VISITOR the meet ing of t h e B r a n c h Co. P o m o n a Grange , a t the Coldwater Grange H a l l , s i tuated one mi le south of Coldwater , 

The Good Farmer. 
T W E L V E I N F A L L I B L E T E S T S . 

1. l i e c o n s i d e r e t h a field a n d b u y -
e th i t . H e l o o k e t h well to t h e t i t l e , 
t h a t his c h i l d r e n m a y n o t b e c o m e 
ou tca s t s . 

2. l i e fences i t a r o u n d w i t h a s t r o n g 
wall. H i s flocks a n d h e r d s do n o t 
t respass u p o n t h e doma in of his n e i g h -
bor , b u t increase a n d f a t t e n w i t h i n 
h i s o w n b o u n d s . 

3. H e plowetl i d e e p . H e h a r r o w s 
l ibera l ly a n d m a n u r e s a b u n d a n t l y . 
He f eeds t h e e a r t h wi th rich food. A t 
t h e harvest h e r e a p e t h m u c h g r a i n . 

4. H e d o t s his l and wi th f r u i t t r ee s . 
H i s a p p l e s fill his chambers , and h i s 
v ine -yards r u n over w i th p u r e wine . 

5. l i e r i s e th with t h e lark . T h e 
•morning sun finds Mm a t l abor . H e 
cometh f r o m h i s field w h e n e v e n i n g 
s h a d o w s g a t h e r , b u t h e r e s t e t h f r o m 
his l abo r s in t h e h e a t of t h e d a y . 
* 6. H e b u i l d e t h b a r n s and s to re 
houses . H i s ca t t le i nc rease in n u m -
bers a n d h i s p u r s e is filled w i t h p l e n -
t y . W h a t e v e r h e d o e t h p rospe r s , for 
h i s l abo r is d i rec ted by the w i sdom of 
expe r i ence . 

7. H e p a y e t h cash f o r all his neces -
sities. H i s n a m e is n o t found on t h e 
l edger of t h e m e r c h a n t . H i s n a m e is 
n o t a f ami l i a r one in c o u r t s of jus t ice . 

8. H e p a y s t i t h e s w i t h o u t g r u m b -
l ing . H e b e a r s h i s s h a r e of t h e p u b -
l ic b u r d e n s . H e cas t s his bal lo t as a 
f r ee m a n a n d s e e k s no office. 

9. H i s home is a parad ise of beau-
ty . F l o w e r s and v ines in g r e a t abun-
d a n c e p lease t h e senses, e d u c a t e t h e 
t a s t e a n d p u r i f y t h e soul . 

10. H i s sons a n d d a u g h t e r s a re 
k n o w n in t h e l and . T h e y dispense 
h i s char i t ies . T h e poor , t h e s ick and 
t h e affl icted are s o u g h t o u t a n d r e -
ceive comfor t , s y m p a t h y , rel ief . 

11. H e s t o r e t h t h e c h a m b e r s of h i s 
b r a in w i t h exac t knowledge . H i s 
h e a d a n d h i s h a n d s a re co- laborers . 
H e reads t h e p a p e r s a n d prof i t s b y 
t h e i r t each ings . 

12. H e g ives f r o m h i s f o u n t a i n oi 
k n o w l e d g e all w h o ask . H e is n o t 
p u f f e d u p wi th v a n i t y , o r filled w i t h 
self-conceit a n d a r rogance .— Our Home Journal. 
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Officer» and members of Subordinate Granges in corresponding with th is office, will please always give the Number of their Grange. 

ATTENTION, MASTERS AND SECRETA-
RIES OF CO. CONVENTIONS. 

I t is impor t an t tha t the l is t of del-
egates elected to t he Sta te Grange be 
full and complete , and we ough t to 
be able to have i t in p r in t before the 
annual meeting. 

T h e following Count ies and Dis-
t r ic t s have no t y e t repor ted the 
name&of the delegates elected to the 
S ta te Grange . W e hope the Pres i -
den t or t he Secretary of the conven-
t ion tha t elected the delegates, will 
make such r epo r t a t once, g iv ing 
name of Delegate , with his Pos t Office, 
and t he name and n u m b e r of his 
Grange. 

Ea ton . Lapeer , Livingston, Ma-
comb, Monroe, Saginaw, and Tuscola . 
Also the F i r s t Dis t r ic t , consis t ing of 
G r a n d Traver se and Ant r im Count ies . 
Second Dis t r ic t—Lealanaw and Ben-
zie Counties , Th i rd Dis t r ic t—Manis-
tee and Wexford Count ies ; and Four th 
Dis t r ic t—Oceana and Mason Coun-
ties. 

THE PLASTER BUSINESS OF DAY & TAYLOR. 
A recent t r i p to Grandvi l le g ives 

occasion for a new article on an old 
subjec t . And every old reader of the 
VISITOR in Michigan, with the men-
tion of Grandvil le , recal ls t he Grang-
er's plaster war, which began in a de-
fensive way on o u r part , in the winter 
of 1875. 

Tha t bloodless contest h a s cont in-
ued t h r o u g h all the succeeding years , 
though n o t only the pa t rons o't the 
Sta te , b u t the ent i re agr icul tural 
class who use plaster , have been 
r e a p i n g t he substant ia l f ru i t s of vic-
to ry since the first of September , 
1876. The opposing forces while ac-
knowledging themselves vanquished, 
have no t seen fit t o accep t the s i tua-
t ion and b r i n g the i r business into 
harmonious relat ions with the victors, 
b u t seem to have hoped against all 
appearances , t h a t someth ing would 
t u r n u p to baffle the Grangers, and 
save themselves f rom the consequen-
ces of their own expensive b lunder ing . 

Those who have k e p t pos ted in 
th i s p las te r business, will r emember 
t h a t the plaster p rope r ty which D a y 
& Taylor had in the i r possession was 
in connect ion wi th a large amoun t of 
o the r p r o p e r t y encumbered w i th a 
m o r t g a g e of over $34 ; 000. Since t he 
bus iness of last yea r closed, a sale of 
all th i s p r o p e r t y to D a y & T a y l o r 
u n d e r forec losure of m o r t g a g e has 
been effected. W h e n this firm be-
c a m e secure in the i r t i t le to t he 
p rope r ty , t hey immediately, u n d e r 
t he superv i s ion of Mr . Taylor , com-
m e n c e d to m a k e p e r m a n e n t improve-
ments . T h e purchase inc luded a 
l a rge flouring mill, s t and ing twelve 
r o d s f r o m the s team plas ter mill, 
bu i l t b y H . O. W e s t o n , and on which 
o u r first hopes were w r e c k e d . That 
flouring mil l was run by a good relia-
ble s t r e a m of water , and D a y & 
T a y l o r see ing t h a t the i r f u t u r e suc-
cess depended on b e i n g able to b r i n g 
t h e cost of m a n u f a c t u r i n g down to 
t h e lowest possible poin t , have con-

ver ted the flouring mil l in to a plaster 
mill. Commenc ing at the head of t he 
race , t h ree - four ths of a mile f r o m the 
mill, a new waste ware was bui l t and 
the race cleaned o u t and deepened a 
foot i t s en t i r e length. B g inn ing a t 
t he foundat ion of t he mill every p a r t 
was repaired, a new flume built , new 
turbine wheels of the most approved 
p a t t e r n put in, and new pla- ter m a -
chinery of the bes t and heaviest m a k e 
has taken t he place of old flouring 
mill fixtures. X o labor or expense 
has been spared to p u t t he mill in 
condit ion for doing i ts work in the 
ve ry bes t manne r , and to secure t he 
least cost in runn ing expenses. 

P r e p a r i n g th i s mill is b u t one 
branch of Brother Tay lor ' s work. 
H e has built , it is safe* to say, no t 
only t he la rges t b u t the best p las ter 
warehouse in the State . T h a t ground 
plaster may be kept in the best possi-
ble condit ion of dryness , this new 
warehouse, which is 50 fee t wide, 
and 154 fee t long, is set u p on s tone 
walls or pi l lars f rom th ree t o four feet 
high. Some idea may be formed of 
the substant ia l work done, when we 
s ta te that n ine ty co rds of s tone 
were used in this founda t ion . On these 
pillars or abu tments are heavy t i m -
bers running l eng thways some t h r e e 
and a half fee t apart . ' Ac ros s this 
t imber foundat ion are jo is t s 3x12, 
which, wi th a double floor five f ee t or 
more f rom the g round , wi th a free 
c i rcula t ion below, will insure dry 
plaster if g round in p roper condit ion. 
T h a t t he r o c k may be in good condi-
t ion, new sheds have been bu i l t , 
under which on t he first day of 
November , over 5,000 tons of rock 
had been pi led. 

T h e business of min ing has been 
carr ied f o r w a r d steadily, and t he 
quar ry is in tha t condi t ion t h a t 5,000 
more tons of rock will be t aken out by 
t he first of J a n u a r y n e x t . T h e plas-
ter is no t only g round by water pow-
er , but t he rock is d rawn u p an 
incl ine in a car on an iron t rack by 
the same power. A be t t e r idea of 
the ex t en t of these p e r m a n e n t im-
provements pe rhaps can be had by 
s t a t ing tha t t h e y have r e q u i r e d 300, 
000 fee t of lumber , 00,0OU shingles, 
and have employed over a dozen ca r -
pen te r s fo r more than t h r e e months , 
besides a large n u m b e r of unskil led 
laborers . 

T h e old mill has rece ived some re-
pairs , and will be rei ied on in case of a 
pressure of bus iness or acc iden t to 
the water mill that would cause delay. 

The Grange P l a s t e r mills a t Grand-
ville will be in condit ion to r u n five 
se t s of burrs in t he m a n u f a c t u r e of 
LAKD PLASTER w i t h t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e 
bus iness of 1879. To facil i tate t he 
business ^during the p las ter season, 
Day <fc Taylor have "determined to 
p u t in a pai r of ra i l road t rack scales 
and b y the i r use will be enabled to' 
know how m u c h piaster is in each 
car , do ing away wi th the i r loss of 
surplus on one hand , and complaints 
of shor tage on t he o the r , which has 
and m u s t a t t e n d t he old way of 
weighing in b y measure . Th i s will 
insure t o the consignee the amoun t 
agreed u p o n as a car load, no more, 
n o less. 

W e have given a br ief account of 
t he p repara t ion tha t has been m a d e 
to meet the wants of patrons, and 
fu rn i sh p u r e and m o r e finely ground 
plaster t o them than they have ever 
had before . A n d y o u all see t h a t th i s 
large expend i tue of money has been 
made on t he fa i th tha t the" p a t r o n s of 
Michigan would in the fu ture , as t hey 
have in t he pas t , p rove fa i th fu l t o 
the i r pledges, to t h e i r best interests , 
and to the i r f r i ends . B r o t h e r P a t -
rons, Day & Tay lor ask n o favors , 
b u t re ly on y o u to do w h a t your 
in teres t and du ty al ike demand. T h e 
p las ter will cost you 82 per ton on 

t he cars a t t h e mills, in accordance 
wi th a cont rac t made by t he Exec-
ut ive Commi t t ee wi th D a y & T a y l o r 
a year ago, and e v e r y a r r angemen t 
will be made wi th the Ra i l road Com-
panies t h a t can be,to secure favorable 
r a t e s of f re igh t . 

T h e r e is no longer occasion for 
o ther manufac tu re r s of p las ter to vio-
late recognized business principles, 
a n d sell the i r p roduc t below cost. 
Last yea r t hey d isposed of t he i r old 
s tock fo r any p r i ce t hey could get , 
and they will main ly go in to t he mar-
ket nex t season with f resh g r o u n d 
plaster , of course w e k n o w noth ing 
of their in ten t ions , and if we did, it 
would not ma t t e r . T h e ( ¡ range 
P las te r Mill and business a r e es tab-
l i shed fac ts on a sound basis, unde r 
good expe r i enced m a n a g e m e n t , a n d 
wil l manta in the i r place in t he busi-
ness of the Grand R ive r Valley. 

INITIATION DUES TO STATE GRANGE. 
The Secre ta ry of Groveland Grange, 

in an art icle on ano the r page, a s k s u s 
why the re has been no reduct ion in 
the dues f rom the Subord ina t e to the 
S ta te G r a n g e on accoun t of the ini-
t ia t ion of members , and gives an opin-
ion t h a t it should be r e d u c e d one-
half. T h i s is not t he first t ime we 
have been asked th i s ques t ion , and it 
migh t be answered by s implv saying 
tha t the cons t i tu t ion of t he Xat ional 
Grange determines t he dues of t he 
Subord ina te to the State G r a n g e . B u t 
to t he be t te r sat isfy those who have a 
r i gh t t o k n o w more abou t th i s ma t -
t e r , we will no t s top with this answer . 

I t is very easy to unders tand why 
some of our people at once conc lude 
t h a t t he demands of the Sta te Grange 
upon the Subord ina te should be made 
to correspond with t he lessened de-
mand of the s u b o r d i n a t e Grange up-
on the members ini t iated, occasioned 
by t he ra t i f icat ion last win te r of an 
a m e n d m e n t t o t he Cons t i tu t ion of t he 
Xat ional G r a n g e . 

W e are a lways g lad to see a dispo-
sition on the p a r t of members t o look 
well a f t e r t he finances; and as econo-
my in living, in fa rm managemen t , 
and in the adminis t ra t ion of every de-
p a r t m e n t of gove rnmen t is a cardinal 
principle of the Order , we are a lways 
well p leased to see tha t i t is no t lost 
s igh t of by the membersh ip . 

X o business or en te rpr i se can be 
ruu, however , wi thont some expend i -
t u r e of money, and th i s inqui ry seems 
to lead to others wi th the i r t r u e an-
swers. 

A n d , first, has the S ta te G r a n g e any 
a c c u m u l a t e d funds to draw upon to 
meet i t s c u r r e n t expenses if i t s reve-
nues were in any way diminished ? 
T o th i s we answer tha t it has no t more 
than will be required to cover ac tua l 
indebtedness, and t he expenses of the 
nex t session of the S t a t e Grange . 

A s qui te a large sum of m o n e y has 
been collected d u r i n g t he last five 
years, t he e n q u i r y a t once arises, have 
the finances of the S ta te Grange been 
economical ly m a n a g e d ? A brief re-
view will help to set t le t h a t quest ion. 
I t will be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t a t t he 
t ime when the Order was g rowing 
wi th such rap id i ty , n o t only in this 
State b u t in a ma jor i ty of t he States 
of t he Union , t h a t under t he Const i -
tu t ion of the Xat ional Grange each 
Subord ina te Grange was ent i t led t o 
represen ta t ion in the S ta te Grange a t 
i t s annua l sessions by t he Master and 
his wife. A t t h a t t ime m e m b e r s were 
allowed §2 p e r diem, and th ree c e n t s 
mileage. A t these rates , w i th a ses-
sion of fou r days , t he pay roll of a 
session amoun ted to over §5,000. 
Then t h e r e were o t h e r necessary ex-
penses, a d d i n g two or th ree h u n d r e d 
dollars more t o t he cost of each ses-
sion. 

W h e n , b y an al terat ion of the f u n -

damenta l law, provision was made for 
dis t r ic t ing t h e Sta te and diminishing 
the number of representa t ives , it was 
only a f t e r a most v igorous effort on 
the pa r t of those who most clearly 
saw the necess i ty of cu t t i ng down the 
expenses of these annual sessions that 
t he ra t io of one representa t ive to five 
Granges , o r m a j o r pa r t thereof , in a 
coun ty , was fixed, and n o t unti l the 
following session was t he pay cut 
d o w n f rom 82 to SI.50 p e r day. 

A t a l a t e r day , when ra i l road com-
panies f o u n d t h a t Granger s were not 
savages or communists , i n t en t on 
overr id ing law and des t roy ing their 
p rope r ty , t hey gave u s r educed rates, 
and the session of 1876 cu t down 
the mi leage of membeas to two cents 
per mile to cor respond with actual 
cost of ra i l road travel . 

T h e plaster bus iness has been qu i t e 
a t ax on the S la te Grange . I t was no 
light m a t t e r to u n d e r t a k e t o defeat a 
combinat ion t h a t c la imed to represen t 
a million dollars of capital , and fre-
q u e n t meet ings of the Execu t ive 
Commit tee b. came necessary ; and 
while its m e m b e r s had no more mon 
ey lef t on their r e t u r n home each time 
to pay them for actual service ren-
de red , than would be r e q u i r e d to pay 
a good man for s awing wood for the 
same l eng th of t ime, ye t this expense 
amounted to q u i t e a s u m each year, 
N o r should i t be fo rgo t t en tha t the 
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e of 1H70 became 
personally l iable for t he s u m of 84,-
000 to aid in c a r r y i n g forward the 
p las ter enterpr ise , which sum the 
C o m m i t t e e ca r r i ed for mon ths with-
ou t resource to t he T r e a s u r y of the 
Sta te G r a n g e . 

F o r the purpose of a n s w e r i n g the 
ve ry genera l demand of t he P a t r o n s 
of t he Sta te , t he E x e c u t i v e Commit -
tee have been r e q u i r e d to emp'oy a 
S ta te A g e n t , who h a s been paid for 
his services from the f u n d s of the 
S t a t e G r a n g e un t i l the first of Apri l 
of the p r e s e n t yea r . T h i s d ra f t up-
on t he State Grange t reasury has been 
c u t off, and h e r e a f t e r those who de-
rive t he benef i t of the S t a t e Agency 
m u s t sustaiu i t . 

T h e o ther expenses , t ha t is, the sal-
ar ies of the Master, T reasu re r and 
Secre ta ry , are so well known that 
there is n o occasion to refer to this 
d ra f t upon t he f u n d s of the State 
Grange . W h e t h e r t hey receive too 
l i t t le or too m u c h is a ma t t e r that we 
shall no t n o w discuss. 

T h a t much has been accomplished, 
tha t has been under taken , all who take 
an in te res t in t he fa rming class, and 
who h a v e watched well the efforts 
made and resu l t s p roduced b y the 
Order of P a t r o n s of H u s b a n d r y are 
ready to concede. A n d n o unpreju-
diced well informed observer hesi-
t a t e s to say tha t t he t ime and money 
devo ted to th i s en te rpr i se of the far-
mer have been t he bes t investment 
th i s i m p o r t a n t class have ever made 
by any o rgan ized effort of the i r own. 

Those who bes t k n o w how order 
has been b r o u g h t o u t of confusion, 
and how difficult i t has sometimes 
been to res is t the a d o p t i o n of schemes 
and expe r imen t s tha t would have im-
perilled our t r e a s u r y a n d b rough t dis-
aster and od ium upon t he Order , are, 
we th ink , unan imous ly of t he opinion 
tha t unde r all t he c i rcumstances the 
finances of t he Orde r in th i s State 
have been j ud i c ious ly managed . 

F e w of the Sta te organiza t ions have 
accomplished m o r e t han has Michi-
gan ; and while several have been in-
vo lved in d e b t s and en tanglements , 
both har rass ing and well n igh fatal to 
the Order , our Sta te has a lways been 
in a condi t ion to p rompt ly meet its 
obl igat ions . 

In conclusion, we say that no re-
duction of the fees and dues of Sub-
ordinate Granges to the State Grange 
can safely be made. 


