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GAN STATE GRANGE.

I1LLsDALE, Mich., Nov. 11, 1878.

The Executive Committee of the
Michigan State Grange hereby give
notice thatthe Sixth Annual meeting
of said Grange will be held in the
new Capitol, in the City of Lansing,
commencing at 10 A, M., December
10th, 1878, Delegates will endeavor
to be punctual. A cordial invitation
is extended to all Patrons of the
Fourth Degree to visit the sessions
of this body, and become more famil-
iar with the principles and work of
the Order ; our word for it, you will
go home better Patrons. You will
have a fine opportunity to view the
new State house, and its surround-
ings, to which we have all contrib
uted in its erection, and not least, a
visit to the Agricultural College,
where our sons and daughters have
been, or should be, educated. Antic-
ipating a large attendance, the Com-
mittee have made special rates for
members of the Order with all
the leading hotels in Lansing, as fol-
lows:

Lansing ITouse $2 00 per day, Hud-
son House $1 25, Edgar House and
Chapman House each $1 00, and the
Everett House $1 00 per day, includ-
ing conveyance to and from the Cap-
itol. Itis expected, as “in the past,”
that many private boarding houses
will be ready to accommodate any
who may desire the quiet of the fami-
ly circle to the bustle incident to a
public house.

Arrangements will be made, if pos-
sible, with all railroads in the State
for reduced rates of fare, which will
be published in the Visitor Dec
1st.

F. M. HoLLowAY, Chairman,
Ex. Com. Mich. State Grange.

Remedy for Croump.

A teaspoonful of currant jelly
warmed over a lamp and given to a
child with first symptoms of croup,
will check its progress until a doctor
can be sent for, or a fire started and
gome more vigorous remedies ap-
plied. Let the mother keep the child
warm in bed, and her own hand dip-
ped in cold water, laid "on its throat,
while others are making other prepa-
1ations. Probably nine children out
of ten who die of croup might be
saved by the timely application ot
roast onions, mashed, laid upon a
folded napkin, and goese oil, sweet
oil, or even lard, poured on and ap-
plied as hot as can be borne comforta-
Dbly to the throat and upper part of the
chest, and to the feet and hands.
Never neglect the first symptoms.

To get figs from thistles: Reduce
one ton of thistles to seventy pounds
of potash.  Then sell your potash for
cash. Then take the cash and buy
figs.—N. Y. Post. ’

AN OLD SONG.

LAW, LAWw!
Come listen to me for a minute,
A song, I'm going to sing it,
There’s something serious in it,
So, pray your attention draw ;
It’s all about the law
That has such a deuce of a claw.
Experience, I have bought it,
And now to you have brought it,
Will you, or not, be taught it 7
1 sing the charms of law,
LAW, LAW!
Does like a blister draw.
if you're fond of pure vexation
And sweet procrastination ;
You’re in just a situation
To enjoy a suit at law.

When first your cause is creeping
It hinders you from sleeping ;
Attorneys only reaping,
For still your cash they draw,
DRAW, DRAW!
Is the mainspring of the law.
Misery, toil, and trouble,
Make up the hubble, bubble ;
Leave you nothing but stubble,
And make you as a man of straw,
STRAW, STRAW!
Is all you get by law.
If you're fond of pure vexation,
#nd sweet procrastination,
You're in just a situation
To enjoy a suit at Law.

Then when your cause is ending,
Your case is no ways mending;
Expense each step attending,
And then they find a flaw,
Then the Judge, like a jackdaw,
Will lay down what is law.
In a rotten stick your trust is;
You find the bubble burst is,
And though you don’t get justice
You're sure to get plenty of law,
LAW, LAW!
Leaves you not worth a straw.
If you're fond of pure vexation,
And sweet procrastination ;
You're in just a situation
To enjoy a suit at Law.

Then if life is all sugar and honey,
And fortune has always been sunny,
And you want to get rid of your money ;
I’d advise you to go to law;
Like ice in a rapid thaw
Your cash will melt away.
Comfort ’tis folly to care for;
Life is a lottery ; therefore,
Without & why or a wherefore,
I'd advise you all to go to law,
LAW, LAW!
Does like a blister draw.
If yow're fond of pure vexation,
And sweet procrastination,
You're in just a situation
To enjoy a suit at Law.

Another Bonanza for the Lawyers.

The venerable suit for the value of

a marble mantel, instituted against
Henry J. Meyer, by the Penrlyn
Slate Company, was tried for the
fourth time yesterday in the Marine
Court, and resulted in the discharge

| of the jury, who had handed in a

verdict which gave the plaintiff $119,
with interest. The defendant’s conn-
gel had the jury polled; and two of
the jury said that they understood

| the veraict to be $119 without inter-

est. The plaintifi’s counsel insisted
upon the interest; the two dissent-
ing jurors adhered to what they had
said, and nothing therefore remained
except to discharge the jury and per-
mit the fourth trial to come to naught.
The costs and expenses of the suit
now amount to about $1,000,although
the sum sued for is only $160. The
lawyers’ harvest will probably go on
ad libitum, for on Wednesday Mr. B.
F. Watson, the School Commissioner,
who is attorney and counsel for the
defendants, said: “ Although all my
clients may die, I shall continue de

fending this case. I shall never die.”
— Graphic.

l;acﬁillg Winter Apples.

Fresh apples the entire year are
not only desirable, but quite possi-
ble. First and foremost fruit desig-
ned for long keeping must be hand-
picked, with the aid of ladders, to
avoid bruising. It is also best that
the harvesting be accomplished on a
dry day. Do not mix varieties, but
place each kind separately in bins in
a cool outhouse or fruit room out of
the reach of the rays of the sun, where
they will in two or three weeks have
completed the sweating process, by
which the skins are toughemed and
much moisture is lost. Next careful-
ly, assort those uniform in size and
quality and place in clean, new barrels,
carefully by hand; begin packing by
placing a tier of apples with their
ends to the closed head of the barrel,
then fill up without bruising the fruit;
shake down thoroughly, and fill the
barrel so full that the- head must be
pressed in with a lever flattening the
last tier of apples. The fruit must
be pressed so firmly that it will not
move in handling. ~After heading up.
place the barrels in some cool, shaded
position there to remain until in dan-
ger of freezing; finally remove to a
dry cellar or fruit room, where a tem-
perature just above freezing is main-
tained. Packed in this manner ap-
ples will keep soundly until the season
of ripening arrives, when they should
be consumed. The King, Hubbard-
son, Baldwin, Greening, Spy, Spit-
zenburg, Newton Pippen, Roxbury
Russett and English Russett, will r-
pen nearly in the order indicated, and
will then exhibit their best qualities
and aroma; the last mentioned will
keep all summer if desired.

Apples are not infrequently stored
in open bins in cellars, especially the
shorter keepers; the fruit, instead of
remaining crisp and juicy under this
treatment, soon becomes wilted, vapid
and tasteless, proving the necessity
of firm packing and close covering
when it is desired to preserve it any
great length of time.

Scotch lady who had hatch patch for
dinner. She asked him if it was goed.
“ Goed for hogs,” said he. “Then,”
said she, “let me help you to some
more.”

—The vVvIslTOR and Husbandman
for $1.75 a year. 3
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THE GRANGE VISITOR.

Farmers Making History.

Extracts from a paper read before
Goshen Grange, N. Y.:

Nearly two years ago, if’ my recol-
lection serves me right, these farmers
as a result of frequent association in
the Grange and farmers’ clubs origi-
nated and united upon an organiza-
tion called the “ Farmers’ Alliance.”
It is a political organization to a limi-
fed extent, and yet it is in no wise
partisan. It is composed of the free-
thoughted farmers of all parties; frames
its platform in the interest of the
landowner so far asis just to all other
property holders; forms no ticket of
its own, thus ridding itself of the in-
cubus and trickery of the office-seek-
er, and thus too unites the truest and
most influential farmers of all parties;
and lastly, advocates a strict and ac-
tive interest in the delegate or pri-
mary meetings.

The Farmers’ Alliance proposes to
abolish certain grievances under the
head of—first, taxation; second, un-
equal freights ; third, high official sal-
aries; fourth, the abolition of sine-
cures or useless offices.

We all know that there are two
classes of property—real and per-
sonal. Real property consists of lands
and houses; personal property of
bonds, mortgages, and judgments. It
is found in New York that the real
and personal property of that State is
about equal in value. That is, that
the bonds, and mortgages of New
York State are equal in value to the
land of New York State. Yet the
proprietors of land there pay five-
sixths of the whole tax of the State,
while the owners of bonds, mortgages,
and stocks pay but one-sixth of the
tax. At the same time bonds, mort-
gages, and stocks pay an average of
eight per cent. interest, while land
averages but three per cent., and yel
land pays five-sixths of the entire tax
of the State, and personal property
but one-sixth. Thus it might be
stated that in New York land or real
estate pays five-sixth of the taxes, and
has but one-sixth the eurning capacity
of personal property, while personal
property pays but one-sixth the taxes,
and has five-sixth more earning ca-
pacity than land.

In the matter of freights the “Far-
mers’ Alliance” declares that such a
discrimination prevails in favor of
the west, as against the east, that but-
ter is shipped in refrigerator cars from
far off Wisconsin to New York city,
for thirteen cents per hundred pounds,
while it costs as high as forty cents
from the centre of New York State
to the city of New York—that flour
is sent cheaper from St. Louis, a thou-
sand miles away, than from Elmira,
eight hundred miles away, to New
York city. Thus the lower freights
granted to foreign States are flooding
the home markets with western pro-
ducts. A car Joad of cattle costs but
twenty dollars from St. Louis; from
central New York, sixty dollars is
charged. Elmira pays thirty cents
per hundred on goods; Dunkirk, one
hundred and fifty miles farther, is
taxed but fifteen cents. As & conse-
quence; trade, enterprise and manu-
facturers, are deserting the more east-
ern cities, and those towns nearer the
great shipping metropolis of New
York, and going west in order to se-
cure lower freights. -

Through the agency of the « Far-
mers’ Alliance ” many evils have been
brought to light, and citizens, con-
samers as well as producers, have be-
come interested in its deliberations.
At its last meeting a delegtattll;)n was

ecially to represent the cor-
?l‘i’:lt sﬁ?port, 0};' the New York Board
of Trade, an association ‘compose(vl of
eight hundred merchaats in N.ew 1‘ ork
¢ity. Among other interesting facts

presented at its last session was a
comparison between the governmental
tax of the State, some eight millions
of dollars, and the annual railroad tax
in the matter of freights amounting
to ninety millions of dollars. It is
claimed that forty-five millions of dol-
lars should pay a dividend of ten per
cent to stockholders had the roads
been built and run upon ag honest
basis. The fact has also been brought
to light, that since 1871 the assessed
value of real estate has been increased
8776,322,012, while the assessed value
of personal property in the same time
has been decreased $73.119,592, and
that the cost of the judiciary in pro-
tecting personal property amounts to
some $600,000, while the protection
of real estate costs but one-third—that
is $200,000.

Among the most active workers
connected with the © Farmers’' Alli-
ance ” are Hon. Geo. Geddes, an ex-
tensive farmer and noted agriculturist;
Gen. A. S. Diven, who is to be the
“war horse” of the Alliance at Albany
next winter: Geo.W. Hoffman, an ex-
tensive and skillful farmer, President
of the Jate Elmira Agricultural Exhi-
bition, who lias the peculiar ability
and merit of running an exhibition
without a horse race.
no ticket formed and the members

agreeing to unite and work for the |

ascendency of men in both the demo-
cratic and republican ranks who can
be entrusted with the charge and ob-
ject of the Alliance, that is, to make
all more equal before the law, the Al-
liance is rapidly growing into a power
unsullied by the touch of political
tricksters, untrammeled by the selfish
office seeker, it is thus left free also to
declare that official salaries instead of
being increased should be reduced in
accordance with the lower income re-
ceived from taxable property; and
on the other hand the commensurate'
reduction in the cost of living.
S, k. b,

A Cheap Ice-House,

An exchange gives the following
plan for a cheap ice-house. large
enough to supply an ordinary family
during the year: “A pile of ice 8
feet square and the same height is
enough for family use. For such a
pile build the house 10 feet square and
the same height, as .here must be a
foot of sawdust all around the ice—
sides, bottom and top. The house
can be made on the simplest plan pos-
sible—two frames of four-inch stuff
for bottom and top, nailing the boards
on these upright. Only a single wall
is needed. Lay a loose floor in the
bottom so that the water can pass
through to the ground freely. First
put on a foot of sawdust on the floor,
taking care to level it well, with a
slight inclination to the centre so that
the ice pile will press together. "Then
build the ice pile on this, one foot
from the wall all around, packing in
sawdust between the ice and the wall
as the pile rises. 'When the pile of
ice is 8 teet high—nine with the saw-
dust in the bottom—put a foot of saw-
dust on top and cover with any kind
of a board roof that will keep out the
rain, leaving the ends open for venti-
lation. Provide some way to carry off
the water that drains through the saw-
dust and floor, if this is not naturally
provided for. This is all that is need-
ed to keep ice. Of course the house
can be made as ornamental and costly
as desired, but it will not keep the ice
any better than the rudest structure
built as we have described the cost of
which will be trifling.”

AvariceE —Is a weed that will grow
in a barren soil, and reigns most in
those who have but few qualtities to
recommend them.

There being |

Agricultural Prospects of Michigan.

We are in receipt of a very inter-
esting compilation of facts and fig-
ures relative to the agricultural
yield of the State of Michigan as com-
pared with other western states,which
has been issued from the office of
Hon. W. L. Webber, of East Saginaw,
of the Government land commission.

‘We called attention to a somewhat
similar work which was prepared un-
der the auspices of the Secretary of
State a short time since by Mr. Hew-
itt, of the State S cretary’s office, at
Lansing. Itis an indisputable fact
that the cereal products of Michigan
command a higher price in the open
markets of the world on account of
their even and superior quality as
contrasted with the crops of other
States.

The United States Government |
Agricultural report for 1875 shows |
that the money value of the crops
raised from 160 acres of land was—
omitting fractions—Michigan, $3,014;
Kansas, $2.018; ITowa, £1,826; Ne-!
braska, 81,725. The crops raised
were of the same character in the dif-
ferent soils and consisted of 20 acres |
each of corn, wheat. rye, oats, barley, |
buckwheat, potatoes and hay, but as |
we wish to confine ourselves to wheat
alone, the great staple product of the
State, we will give the comparative
value of 20 acres of that cereal as
raised in the various States above
enumerated. Michigan’s 20 acres
brought in money at market rates
$310; Kansas came next at $295:
Iowa next $137 and Nebraska last
8124,

These results seem to cover a
period of five years without showing
any sensible variation to speak of,
and it will be seen therefore that the
cloquence of facts bhecomes more
demonstrative and convincing when
submitted in this simple form than
when communicated through the
channels of the most rosy orato-
ry. We have of late often had
occasion to make reference to the
advantages offered by the rich and
fertile provinces of the western and
north-western sections of the State
for farming settlements. The occu-
pation and cultivation of these lands
cannot fail to add to the importance
of the State as a grain-prodncing
region, and it is gratifying to add
that those interested in the agricul-
tural prospects of Michigan are us-
ing every ‘inducement to effect their |
permanent settlement, and bring them |
within the civilizing realms of hus-
bandry. The lands are for the most
part well timbered, the climate invigo-
rating and the air and water both
pure and wholesome. The far-famed
Mackinac itself, indeed, has been bap-
tised within the last few years as one
of the most celebrated health retreats
in the United States, and will assured
ly from this time out advance in the
favor of those who annually seek its
shrine. Across the straits even, in
the northern peninsula, the agricul-
tural quest has made itself heard,
and within the pastfew weeks a party
of experienced husbandman went on
an exploring expedition to that
region to test the virtues of its soil
and effect its agricultural settlement.
‘When once the productive qualities
of the native seil of Michigan is
more fairly and fully known, very
few expeditions will be made by any
among its resident and growing pop-
ulation to remote and ungenerous
soils elsewhere, but we shall unques-
tionably see its fame as an agricultural
center attracting no inconsiderable
immigration from surrounding States
and Canada — Mickigan Farmer.

—The Visrror and Husbandiman

for 81,75 a year.

LAND POOR.

I've had another offer, wiie,
A twenty acres more

Of high and dry prairie land,
As level as a floor:

1 thought 1I’d wait and see you first,
As Lawyer Brady said,

« To tell how things will turn out best
A women is ahead.”

And when this lot is paid Tor,
And we have got the deed,

T'll say that I am satisfied,
’Tis all the land we need ;

And next we'll run about the yard
And fix the house up some,

And manage, in the course of time,
To bave a better home.

¢ There’s no use talking, Charlie,
You buy that twenty more
And we'll go serimping all our lives
And always be land poor :
For twenty years we've tugged and saved,
Denying half our needs,
While all we have to show for it
Is tax receipts and deeds.

1'd sell the land if it were mine,
And have a better home,
With broad, light rooms to front the street,
And take life as it comes.  «
1f we could live as others live,
And have what others do,
We’d live enough sight pleasanter,
And have a plenty, too.

While others have amusements,
And luxuries, and books,

Just think how stingy we have lived,
And how this old place looks.

That other farm you bought of Wells,
That took so many years

Of clearing up and fencing in,
Has cost me many tears.

Yes, Charles, I've thought of it
A hundred times or more,

And wondered if it really paid
To always be land poor ;

Th#t had we built a cozy house,
Took pleasure as it came,

Our children—once so dear to us
‘Would never 've left our home.

I grieved to think of wasted weeks,
And years, and months, and days,
While for it all we never yet
Have had one word of praise.
Men call us rich, but we are poor ;
Would we not freely give
The land with all its fixtures
For a better way to live?

Don’t think I'm blaming you, Charles,
You’re not a whit to blame ;

I've pitied you these many years,
To see you tired and lane—

It's just that way we started out,
Our plans too far ahead;

We've worn the cream of life away,
T'o leave too much when dead.

'Tis putting off enjoyment after we enjoy.
And after all, too much of wealth
Seems useless as a toy.
Although we’ve learned—alas ! too late—
‘What all must learn at last—
Our brightest earthly happiness
Is buried in the past :

That life is short and full of care.
The end is always nigh:
We seldom half begin to live
Before we're doomed to die.
Were I to start my life again,
I would mark each separate day,
And never let a single one,
Pass unenjoyed away.

1f there were things to enjoy,
I'd have them now and thew,
And have a home that was a home,
And not a cage or pen.
1’d sell some land, if it were mine,
And fix up well the rest.
I have always thought, and think so yet
Small farms, well-worked, are best.”

“What time 1s it?*’ asked a wife of
her drunken husband, * D-darling, !
can’t tell, each of the h-hands on mYy
wateh points to a different figure, and
I d-don’t know which to believe.”

BN




Lorrespandencg,

OFFICE OF THOMAS MASON,
GENERAL COMMISSION MERCHANT,
CHICAGO, Nov. 9, 1878,

Bro. J. T. Cobb :

DEAR SIR.—Having received numer-

ous letters of inquiry in relation to cattle
and hogs, allow me to answer through
the columns of the GRANGE VISITOR,
as the best means of communicating
with the brothers of the Order.

First,  am prepared to handle cattle
and hogs in any quantity, and can sell
them on arrival at the highest rates
prevailing, and with prompt returns.
All hogs and cattle should be addressed
to Thomas Mason, Union Stock Yards,
Chicago, I1L.; all mail matter to 183
Water street, Chicago.

Also, I would answer that I have
storage for apples in frost-proof cellars;
charge, 5 cents per bbl. per month. I
offer storage for apples free when
shippers prepay freight.

N. B.—Shipper pays storage when
we are ordered not to place his goods on
the market for immediate sale, also
when necessary to hold through severe
weather.

(+ROVELAND, Mich., 1
October 21, 1878. §
Bro. Cobb -

As you want correspondence, and
hoping that my poor efforts may help,
I will try again to write a few lines.

1 often hear farmers say, ‘‘ What
good does the Girange do us, or has it
ever done any good; all that a farmer
wants to buy is so low that any man
can afford to buy.” I answer, yes, but
I think the Grange should have credit
for what it has done to bring about this
condition of things. Plaster, for in-
stance; what would we have to pay for
it at this time but for the Grange? I
think, and so will nine farmers out
of ten farmers say, that we would have
to pay 7 or more perton. Our Grange
has been doing some business right
along, and it has been of pecuniary
advantage to us, besides making our
members acquainted with the whole-
sale prices of things that farmers use,
so that we can the better protect our-
selves against those dealers who are
disposed to add unreasonable profits to
the cost of their goods.

Groveland Grange, No. 443, on the
evening of the 9th of August, voted to
reduce its initiation fees from $5 and $3
to g3 and S1, and we hope next winter
to receive more members. 'What stuck
in the necks of objectors to the reduc-
tion, was the fact that there was no
reduction in the fees to the State
Grange. Now, Worthy Secretary, how
is this? Why does not the State
Grange, if it has the power, reduce the
fee paid it on each initiation? My
Grange wants this thing done. Put
fees down to 50 and 25 cents, and that
would correspond with the reduction in
the subordinate Granges.

Worthy Secretary, whenever you can
make it come around right and connect,
come out in this part of Oakland Coun-
ty. Groveland Grange would greet you
with a brotherly hand, and you would
not get away the first night. We
are away back from any vil-
lage or railroad station, some seven
miles, consequently, we are not
troubled with any of the State Graunge
officers. But this might make a visit
from any of them the more acceptable.

In conclusion, would say that we
have had very dry weather for wheat
on the ground.
the top that it had a year ago.
was a very good crop here last harvest;
from 20 to 45 bushels per acre.
at Holly now 90 cents.

a crop; on an average brings about $1
per bbl. More anon, Yours truly,
WM. CAMPBELL, Sec., 443,

_ . _BarrtLE CREEK, Nov. 8, 1878,
Friend J. T. Cobb :

The second annual meeting of the
Battle Creek Co-operative Association
About noon of
that day the Patrons and Sovereigns of
athering about
Stewart Block, their place of business.

was held Nov. 7th.

Industry were seen

)

It will not have half
Wheat

Brings
4 The apple crop
in Groveland- and vicinity is about half

in considerable numbers. At 1 o’clock
P. M the meeting was called to order
by Edward White, the President of the
Association. There was a very satis-
factory attendance of the members.
The several officers proceeded to make
their annual reports, which were
received by the members apparently
with eatire satisfaction. The Secre-
tary’s report shows the merchandise
sales for the year to be $62,266 87.
The average sales per day for the year
were $207 56.

‘We have bought and sold during the
year 431 bbl. sugar, 100 bbl. kerosene
oil, 935 bbl, salt, 350 tons of plaster,
47,362 lbs. butter, 29,688 doz. eggs, and
stored and sold 15,921 lbs of wool. We
have shipped and sold during the pres-
est fall for our members, 6 car loads of
live hogs, 5 car loads wheat and 1442
bbl. green apples. On the following
eight articles—kerosene oil, salt, land
plaster, timothy seed, wheat, apple
barrels, wool and live hogs—we were
able to show by actual figures that we
had saved to the farmers through our
store on the eight articles alone
$2,250 54. On many other articles our
store has also saved them many dollars.

The building we occupy is 30x100
feet, with cellar of same size. The
Battle Creek Grange have their hall on
the second floor, ever the store. The
Association proves to be an influence
in re-animating and increasing the
membership of the Granges of this
locality, and they in turn give it their
support. The farmers outside of the
Order are realizing that it is promoting
their good, and are also giving it their
patronage and influence. 1 think T
may safely say that the Co-operative
store, at the present time, is decidedly
popular among the farmers and
mechanics of this locality. I have
long since come to the conclusion that
there is no such thing possible as the
Granges of any locality living and
prospering by doing nothing. If they
are not going forward in some noble
aetivity, it is decided evidence to me
that they aregoing backward ; for there
is no such thing as standing still. We
have given J. M. Chidester, our State
Agent, a fair trial. of consignments,
and thus far, with satisfaction. We do
not hesitate in reporting him the right
man in the right place, and honor the
jndgement of those who placed a man
at that point. We hope that link after
link may be added to this chain of
co-operation, until it shall extend as far
as the farmers’ products are needed.
After receiving the reports, the Asso-
ciation proceeded to the election of
officers, which resulted in nearly a
unanimous re-election of theentire list:
Kdward White, President; John Har-
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Is going to be done. Come out and help
to make it interesting socially, as well
as finanecially a success. And I would
say to the officers of the Grange that if
you cannot come out to the meetings
and fill your positions, you had bet-
ter resign, and let the Grange elect or
appoint some member that can attend.
Now, Mr. Editor, I will say right here,
and you may think I am bragging, but
I have filled the office of Secretary
of Giroveland Grange No. 443, for almost
three years, and we held our meetings
twice a month, and I have never missed
but one meeting, and then I was sick
and could not get out.

I do not like to hear a member run
down the Grange. We had a present
member of our Grange get up a while
ago and say that the Grange was all go-
ing to the dogs, that it was all running
down, that Grange stock had fallen
from 95 to 40 per cent. in different cities
of the East and West, that he saw it in
the Chicago Times, ete. Now, Mr Ed-
itor, can you tell me what the learned
member had reference to. ~What is
Grange stock? I never heard of it.

Yours traly,
WiLLiaM CAMPBELL,
Sec'y Groveland Grange, No. 445,

BELLEVILLE, Nov. 8, 1878,
Bro. Cobb:

Belleville Grange at its last session
adopted the following resolutions in
regard to kerosene oil:

Resolved, That we, the members of
Belleville Grange, No. 331, respectfully
represent that ﬁ]is and other (Granges
in neighboring Counties have become
disgusted with the present article of
kerosene oil, termed, Michigan Test
140 degrees, forced upon us by the State
Legislature at its last session ;

Resolved, That the Executive Com.
lay the matter before that honorable
body at its next session, and ask that
the present law be repealed.

Resolved, That as we now pay 30 cts.
per gallon for Michigan test oil of very
inferior quality ; that we believe if this
present law were repealed, it could be
purchased at the refineries of a better
quality for 8 cents per gallon by the
bbl.

Resolved, That our Representatives
give it their earnest attention, and if it
be consistant with justice and equality,
the present law be amended or re-
pealed.

Resolved, That the Executive Com-
mittee of the State Grange forward
blank petitions to each subordinate
Grange throughout the State, request-
ing them to obtain the signatures of its
members, and return the same to our
State Legislature at its next session.

per, Vice President; H. B. Hoagland,
Secretary; David Young, 'I'reasurer; |
Benjamen Morgan, Rufus Payne and |
J. M. Willison, Directors. R. B. Cow-
les, L. R. Hall and C. Hulcher, Audi-
tors. After the election of officers, the
Association adjourned, and the mem-
bers dispersed, apparently in good
spirits, and in perfect harmony, and
with a good degree of encouragement
for the future.
H. B. B., Sec.

(iROVELAND, Mich., )
October 1, 1878, j
Worthy Secretary :

Groveland Grange as a Grange is all
right, and we are going to stay. Now
the Grange is just what we make it.
You can make it a poor Grange, or
you can make it a good one. You can
make it a good Grange by attending
every meeting, paying us your dues
every three months in advance; and
you can make ita poor Grange by stay-
ing away, not paying your dues for six
or nine months, and finding fault with
what has been done at Grange meet-
ings. I frequently meet brothers that
have not been to the Grange meetings
for three or four months, and the first
thing they ask is, - What did you do at
the last meeting, or what have you
been doing since I was there?” Well,
Mr. Editor I feel as if it was none of
their business, they should have attend-
ed and seen for themselves, and I some-
times tell them so. They will say, ‘O,
I did not feel well,” or ‘‘ I was hard at
work, had so much to do, and I am al-
ways so tired when it coemes Grange
nights; and when I did come the
Grange was not interesting, it was s0
very dry, and so few out that I do
not think it pays.” Now that is what
is the matter with the Grange. Isay
come out to the Grange meetings, every
member. See and hear for yourselves
what is going on at the Grange, then

FRANCES A. RIGGS,
Sec'y Bellevilie Grange, No. 331.

SPRINGVILLE GRANGE
November 11, 1878.
Dear Bro. Cobb :

I would again break the long silence
of Springville Grange, by writing a
few lines. The long winter evenings
are coming, and the time when we
ought (if we oughtone time more than
another) to get right down to business,
for I am satisfied there is much that
we, as Patrons, ought to do.

Our work in political affairs is done
for the present, and now let us look
about and see if we have been able to
accomplish anything which we can
turn to our account as farmers and
consumers. We have our Representa-
tives and Senators elected to represent
us in the Legislature of the State.
Now shall we not try their mettle by
asking them to try and break up the
oil ring of the State. This is a question
in which we are all deeply interested.-
Not long since, kerosene oil could be
bought for 18 cents, as good as anyene
need to ask for, and to-day the same
cannot be bought, for less than 25 cents.
Does not this sudden rise—and in this
State only—shows that there is_an
injustice being done somewhere? Now
what we want is legislation that will
enable us to buy our oil abroad, if the
oil ring continues to control affairs at
home. Will not those that are inter-
ested in this matter help to agitate it
until we can buy oil as cheaply as in
our sister States.

J. E, GIBES.

COLDWATER, Mich L
October 29, 1878. J
Bro. J. T, Cobb:
I wish to netice through the VISITOR

the meeting of the Branch Co. Pomona
Grange, at the Coldwater Grange Hall,

you will know what has been or what

situated one mile south of Coldwater,

on the 12 day of November at 2 o'clock,
P. M.

There seems to be some misapprehen-
sion as to who may attend the meetings
of the Pomona or County Grange. We
wish to say that all Fourth Degree Pat-
rons have the privilege of meeting with
us, and are most cordially invited to at-
tend the meetings, and also take part
in the discussion of questions that may
be brought up.

I will say in behalf of the Coldwater
Grange to all Patrons who will come to
the meeting on the 12th, we will try
and make you feel at home. Wearea
good feeling Grange, and at our meet-
ings we lay aside the cares of life for a
few hours and enjoy ourselves in one
another’s society.

Come, and come early, and we will be
glad to see you. H. B. GEORGE.

ORION, Nov. 4, 1878,
Worthy Bro. Cobb :

The Detroit and Bay City District
Council, of P. of ., holds its
annual meeting for the election of offi-
cers, and the transaction of such other
business as may properly come before
the meeting, in Orion, at Grange Hall,
on Tuesday, December 10, at 10 o’clock
A. M. All members are cordialy invit-
ed. HIRAM ANDREWS,

Secretary of Council.

AUSTERLITZ, Nov. 5, 1878,
Bro. Cobb :

The aunual meeting of the Kent
County Grange, No. 18, will be held in
the city of Grand Rapids, on
Wednesday the 4th day of December,
for the regular order of business and
the election of officers. All Fourth
Degree members in good standing are
cordially invitedto be present.

E. B. HINE, Sec.

The Good Farmer.

TwELVE INFALLIBLE TES

1. He considereth a field and buy-
eth it. He looketh well to the title.
that his children may not become
outoeasts.

2. e fences it around with a strong
wall. ITis flocks and herds do not
trespass upon the domain of his neigh-
bor, but increase and fatten within
his own bounds.

3. He ploweth deep. lle harrows
liberally and manures abundantly.
[1e feeds the earth with rich food. At
the harvest he reapeth much grain.

4. e dots his land with fruit trees.
His apples fill his chambers, and his
vine-yards run over with pure wine.

5. He riseth with the lark. The
.morning sun finds him at labor. e
cometh from his field when evening
shadows gather, but he resteth from
his labors in the heat of the day.
® 6. He buildeth barns and store
houses. His cattle increase in num-
bers and his purse is filled with plen-

y. Whatever he doeth prospers, for
his labor is directed by the wisdom of
experience.

7. He payeth cash for all his neces-
sities. Ilis name is not found on the
ledger of the merchant. Iis name is
not a familiar one in courts of justice.

8. He pays tithes without grumb-
ling. He bears his share of the pub-
lic burdens. He casts his ballot as a
free man and seeks no office.

9, His home is a paradise of beau-
ty. Flowers and vines in great abun-
dance please the senses, educate the
taste and purify the soul.

10. IHis sons and daughters are
known in the land. They dispense
his charities. The poor, the sick and
the afflicted are sought out and re-
ceive comfort, sympathy, relief.

11. He storeth the chambers of his
brain with exact knowledge. His
head and his hands are co-laborers.
He reads the papers and profits by
their teachings.

12. He gives from his fountain of
knowledge all who ask. He is not
puffed up with vanity, or filled with
self-conceit and arrogance.— Our
Home Journal.
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ATTENTION, MASTERS AND SECRETA-
RIES OF CO. CONVENTIONS.

It is important that the list of del-
egates elected to the State Gran%e be
full and complete, and we ought to
be able to have it in print before the
annual meeting.

The followm? Counties and Dis-
tricts have not yet reported the
name&of the delw tes elected to the
State Grange.

dent or the Secretarg of the conven-
tion that elected the delegates,  will
make such report at onCe, giving
name of Delegate, with his Post Office,
and the name and number of his
Grange.

Eaton. Lapeer, = Livingston, Ma-
comb, Monroe, Sa_gm_aw, and  Tuscola,
Also the First District c_onsmmq_ of
Grand Traverse and Antrim Counties.
Second District—Lealanaw and Ben-
zie Counties, Third District—Manis-
tee and Wexford Counties: and Fourth
tDlstnct—OCeana and Mason Coun-
ies.

THE PLASTERT M&)%ESS OF DAY &

A r_ece?t triﬂ to Gradeille giv&?

occasion fora new artjcle on an’ 0
sub;rect._ Ana ever og_reader of the
VISITOR in Michigan,

ith the men-

tion of Grandville, recalls the Grang-
Frs Flaster war, which egaﬂ ing de-
ye way on our part, I the winter

efns
of 1875

That bloodless contest has contin-
ued throu?h all the succeeding years,
though not only the patrons ot the
State, but the entire agricultural

reaping the substantial fruits of vic-
tor7v since the first of September,
1876.  The opposing forces while ac-
knowled?mg themselves vanquished,
have not seen fit to accept the situa-
tion and brlnq_ their business Into
harmonious relations with the victors
but seem to have hoped against all
appearances, that something would
turn up to baffle the Grangers, and
save themselves from the consequen-
ces of their own expensive blundering.

Those who have kept posted in
this plaster business, will remember
that the plaster property which Day
& Taylor had n_their possession was
in connection with a large amount of
other property egcumbered with a
mor_tga%e of over $34000. ~Since the
business of last year closed, a sale of
all this property to Day & Taylor
under foreclostre of mortgage “has
been effected. When this " firm  be-
came secure in their title to the
Froperty, they immediately, under
he " supervision of Mr, TaYlo_r, com-
menced to make permanent improve-
ments. The purchase Included a
large flourmq mill, standln% twelve
rods from the steam plaster mill,
bullt by H. 0. Weston, and on which

our first hopes were wrecked. That p

flouring  mill was run by a good_relia-
ble stream of water, and Day &
Taylor seem%that their future “suc-
cess depended on being able to brlng
the cost of mapufactyring down t

mill into a plaster
g at the_head of the
race, three-fourths of a mile from the
mill, a new waste ware was built and
the race cleaned out and deepened a
th. B ginning at

verted the flourin

foot Its entire len
the foundation of
was repaired, a new flume buil
turbine” wheels of the most approved
pattern put in, and new pla
of the best and heaviest make

n the place of old
X0 labor or expens
has heen spared to p
condition for doing
very best manner,” and to secure the
least cost in running

its work In the

He has built, it is safe
est but the hest

laster may be kept In the best possi-
le condition of dryness, this new
warehouse, which |
and 154 feet long, is set u
walls or pillars from three
. Some idea may be formed of
substantial work done, when we
state that ninety i

were used in this foundation. On these
illars or abutments are heav
ers rupning, lengthwa
and a half “feet apart.” /
| ] are joists 3x12,
which, with a double floor five feet or

w, will “insure (dr
roper condition.

e hope the Presi- h

tion, new sheds "have D
under which on_the first
November, over 5,000 tons of Tock

ness of mining has been
carried . forward stea
y is in that condition that 5,000
more ‘tons of rock will be taken out by
the first of January
ter is not only grond hy water
er, but the “rock is drawn u
incline in a car on an iron tra
A" better idea of
the extent” of these

ve required 300,
000 feet of lumiber, 00,00
and have employed over a dozen car-
1 oré than three months
esides a large number of unskilled
class. who use plaster, have been [ab _ _

f The old mjll has received some re-
pairs, and will be reiied on in case of a
ressure of business or accident to

_The Grange Plaster mills at Grand-
ville will be”in condition to run five
sets of burrs in the manufacture of
LAKD PLASTER with the openin,
business of 1879, To facili
business Aduring the
< Taylor” have
napair of railroad track scales
their use will be enabled to
plaster is in each
with their loss, of
one hand, and com
e on the other, whic
_attend the old_ way

insure t0 the ‘consignee the amount
rleed upon as a car load, no more,

We have given a brief account of
the preparation that has been made
neet the wants of patrons, ang
furnish pure and more finely g
laster to them than the

e expendjtye of mone
e on the faith that the
Michigan would in the future, as they
1 prove faithful to
their pledges, to their best interests,
and to their friends.
rons, Day & Taylor ask no favors,
Interestand dytoualt'?(e ddoemvglﬂ?it .
. | aty ali .
the lowest possible point, “have con- plaster will costyyou 82 per ton on

the cars at the milés, E’)n accordance
with a contract made Dy the Ex?-
M OIS 0% A
Wﬁﬁ)e ngade with IYw ﬁai road Cor?-
Paa[nelsesog fartelgzm g,to secure favorahle
otgehrer%eanhsfarg?grel Esn %? rglgsctcear_SI?Or_] \rfl%r
Iatg re?o%nze usiness ?I’IHCIE es,
and sell Yheir Fro uct helow Oit
Last y$ar they disposed of thfér old
SoFneor any pLIcE ‘“oejmw%he i
e
E t e|rr' intentlljons and pf we did, ﬂ
would not] rHat er. The (jrange
.I%stgr Mill an busmﬁ) are estan-
s B T,
A R

INITIATION DUES TO STATE GRANGE.

_ The Secretary of Groveland Grange,
in an article on another page, asksus
why there has been no reduction In
the dues from the Subordinate to the
State Grange on account of the ini-
tiation of members, and 9|ves an opin-
ion that it should be feduced one-
half. ~ This is not the first time we
have been asked this question, and it
m|%ht be answered by simplv saym?
that the constitution of the Xatjona
Grange_ determines the dues of the
Subordinate to the State Grange. But
to the better satisfy those who have a
H?ht to know more about this mat-
ter, we will not stop with this answer.
It is very easy to understand why
some of oUr people at once conclude
that the demands of the State Grang
upon the Subordinate should be ma
to correspond with the lessened de-
mand of the subordinate Grange up-
on the members, initiated, occasioned f
by the ratification last winter of an
amendment to the Constitution of the
Xa\}\;onal Grlange. ) i
e are always glad to see a dispo-
sit ?n ron the payrt %%‘ mem%ers to deok
A
an)a in the ugmlmstratlon _0? egerg_def
a_rtmept of government Is a cardinal
relucb[fe of the Order, we are always

sight’of by the membership.

X0 business or enterprise can be
ruu, h?wever, withont. some expendi-
ture o moneﬁ/, and tnis anunty seems
to lead to others with thelr frue an-
SWerS.

And, first, has the State Grange any
accumulated funds to draw upon to
meet 1ts current expenses jf jts reve-
nues were in anY way diminished ?
To this we answer
than will be required to cover actual
Indebtedness, and the expenses of the
next session of the State’ Grange.

As quite a large sum of money has
been collected during the last five
¥ears‘ the enquiry at once arises, have
he finances of thie State Grange been
e_conom_lcaII)i manaqed? A brief re-
view will help to settle that question.
[t will be remembered that at the
time when the Order was growing
with such rapidity, not only “in this
State but in'a majority of the States
of the Union, that under the Consti-
tution of the Xational Grange each
Subordinate G_ranﬁe was enfitled to
representation in the State Grange at
its annual sessions by the Master and
his wife. At that time members were
allowed 82 per diem, and three cents
mileage. At these rates, with a ses-
sion. of four da?/s the pay roll of a
session amounfed to over 85,000
Then there were other necessary ex-
penses, addmg two or three hundred
dollars more fo the cost of each ses-

on.
When, by an alteration of the fun-

D

rovision was made for
tate and  diminishing
rof representatives, it was
only after a most™ vigorous effort on
part of those who most clearl
saw the necessity of cuttin
expenses of these annual s I
the ratio of one representative {o five
ajor part thereof, in a
y, was fixed, and not until the
session_was the

m 82 to SI.50 per d
At a |ater day, when railroad com-
panies found that Grangers. were not
savages. or communists )
overriding law and destroying their

] on of 1876 cut down
the mileage of membeas to two cents
er mile”to correspond with actual
ost of railroad travel. )
The plaster business has been quite
a tax on the Slate G
light matter to underta
compination that claimed to represent
a million dollars of ca
uent meetings of
ommittee b.came necessary ; and
while its members had no more mon
ey left on their return home each time
them for actual service ren-
han would he required to pay
a good man for sawing wood
same length of time, yet this expense
to_quite a sum each
Nor should it e forgotten_that” the
Executive Committee of 1H70 became
ersonally liable for the sum of 84,

laster enterpris
ommittee carrie
out resource to the Treasury of the

For the purpose of answeripng the

g State, the Executive Commit-
tee have been required
State Agent, who has b
State Grange until the_first of April
of the present year.
on the State Gran

rive the benefit of the State Agency
must sustaiu It. )

The other expenses, that is, the sal-

aster, Treasurer and
Secretary, are so well
there 1s no occasion to refer to_this
funds of the State
5 Whether they receive too
[ittle or too much is a matter that we

That much has been accomplished,
that has been undertaken, all who take
an interest in the farming class, and
d well" the efforts

Order of Patrons of Husbandry are
ready to concede.
| informed. observer
tates to say that the time and
devoted to this enterprise of the far-
the 'best Investment
this important class_have ever. made
by any organized effort of their own.
Those who best know how order
brought out of confusion,

been to resist the adoption of schemes
and experiments that would h
perilled our treasury and b
aster and odium upop the Order, are,
we think, unanimously of the opinion
[ the circumstances the
Order In this State
have been judiciously managed.

Few of the State of
accomplished, more t
gan ; and while several have been in-
volved In debts and entan
hoth harrassing and well nig
the Order, our State has always been
In a condition to promptly

e treasury has been

?ats)ed t0 see tgat ’wt' is not lost draf

hat it hasnot more

ordinate Granges to



