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A G K A X G E R E V I E W . 

BY THE JIASTKE OF Tfi. 

Brothers, sisters and Pa t rons t r ue . 
We've met to have a Grange review : 
Met to review the glorious pas t , 
Memories of which will a lways last . 
And oil tin- minds of our PatrOns fix 
The glorious record oi seventy-six. 

A record truly noble and grand . 
W r i t t e n by a Pa t ron ' s hand: 
Like the ra inbow's t in ted h u e ; 
T h u s reflects our Grange review. 

And ever since t h a t little band ; 
Pledged to b y each other s tand , 
F iom south to north, f iom west to east. 
Wi th rapid strides our s t rength increased. 

Though merchan t s with a vengance cried. 
And agents , too , our course belied ; 
Not all the threa ts of foe or knave 
Did tend to stop t h a t t ida l wave. 

And onward st i l l the cur ren t flows. 
Deep'ning and t i ii, goes, 
Like rivers dr i f t ing . . the sea, 
lu grandeur and in majes ty . 

Thus have we forged a golden chain. 
L ink b y link, b u t not in vain, 
T h a t binds us in f r a t e r n a l ties. 
And tends to help the Pa t rons rise. 

So husbandmen, who work and toil 
To reap t h e products of the soil. 
Remember t h a t they who till the ea r th 
Should be of h igh and noble worth. 

T h e n know, ye ma t ron and fai r maid , 
Who on our a l tar a t r ibu te ha th laid, 
The re is no calling tha t lends a charm 
Like t h a t of l iving on the f a r m . 

Bu t while this Grange was toi l ing on. 
The reaper death has sung h is song ; 
For low beneath tlie willow's Bhade 
Some W o r t h y Pa t rons we have laid. 

Bu t weep not , Pa t rons , for the dead, 
Whose immortal spirits f rom us fled. 
From the Lodge below to tha t above. 
To dwell in endless peace and love. 

For o f t me th inks I hear tha sound 
Of the i r silvery voices thus resound 
From out beyond the golden shore 
Where death's boatman passed them o'er. 

Toil on, toil on, ye Pa t rons t rue . 
Bu t ever keep this fac t in view : 
Tha t they who would the prizes win 
Must strive to free themselves from sin. 

So when the reaper death shall say : 
•• I come to bear m y sheaves away ," 
Like ripened g ra in a t the reaper 's call. 
Ye may before the sickle fall. 

Then let us all our voices raise, 
111 words of love and songs of praise. 
To H im who rules our Lodges here, 
And is supremely Overseer. 

(gxcct'vc Com. ijejummcnt. ! t'°",muu!sm A||K"« 

O F F I C I A L M E E T I N G . 

UII.LÄDAI.K, O u t . 2-i, 1 8 7 « . 
There will be a meeting of the Ex-

ecutive Committee oi" the Michigan 
State Gri.nge lie!.! oil the evening of 
Wednesday, the C.tb of November, at j 
the Lansing House, in the city of 
Lansing. Its sessions will continue 
until all business properly brought be-
fore it shall be disposed of. 

F . M . IFOLI.OWAY,-
Chairman. 

I'NDKU existing regulations we are 
required to send a copy of the VISITOR 

.free, to the Master of each Subordinate 
"¡range. We shall also send a copn 
free to all Seeretaries who send us one 
or more names of subscriber» for the 
.Year with pay for the same. 

Singular, isn't it that when a man 
gives his wife a dime to buy a box of 
hairpins, or a gum ling for baby, it 
looks about seven times as big as 
when he planks it down on the bai-
lor a little gin and bitters lor the 
stomach's sake ! 

T o CUBE WARTS.—Cut a p i ece of 
potato and rub the warts with it. 
Continue this every night, letting the 
moisture dry oa it, and the wart will 
BOOD d i sappea r . 

Y P S I L A N T I , O c t . 7 , 1 8 7 8 . 
J . T . C o n n , DEAR SIR AND BRO : 

Permit me again to trespass on 
your good nature by writing a few 
lines, posting the members oi the 
Order, and, through them, the farm-
ers of the State, on the workings of 
the men who claim to own a patent 
on the slide gate, so common on our 
farms. Tliey are now hunting the 
members of the tiranne as well as 
those who have joined the Defense 
Association. The first question asked 
when they arrive at a farm house is : 
" Are you a Granger, or a member of 
".at organization that is fighting uni" 
If I answered in the affirmative the 
next is : Then, sir, you pay ns for 
the use of those glide gat s, that you 
are sued, or we will commence suit 
in the United States Court at once. 
Then they generously inform the 
farmer what an awful place the Court 
is (as to costs, etc.). The result is 
payment of the demand, if the party 
can be bull-dozed. 

Here is a problem to be solved. 
How can we stop farmers from pav-
ing those fellows? If that can be 
done, we have got them ; for if pre-
vious use will break their patent, we 
have all the testimony we want. They 
are boasting that they are collecting 
enough of one class of fanners to 
light the others with. 

Now Patrons, let us stand up as 
one man, and say we will uot pay un-
til we are convinced that they have a 
just claim, and let us light. 

Over twenty suits have been brought, 
most of them against members of our 
Order. 

If they had a just claim and were 
honest men, one suit would be suf-
ficient to teat the validity of their 
patent, but that is not what they want. 
They calculate by suing one it will 

. intimidate others in the neighborhood, 
and in so doing they can bull-doze ten 

! and make money by the operation, 
; as the costs are no more in that 
; Court than any other. 

Now I warn all farmers that are 
liable to be bull-dozed into paying this 

i kind of black-mail, you are throwing 
; away your money. 
i The Defense Association have re-
j tained as counsel, the firm of Beakes 

& Cutcheon, of Detroit, associated 
; with them E. P. Allen, of Ypsilanti, 

a team we think stands among the 
best in the State. More Anon, 

Yours Fraternally, 
n D . P L A T T . 

We had occasion some months ago. 
to allude to the examples of immor-
ality furnished by men of money to 
men of labor, in endeavoring to ac-
count, in some measure, for the bru-
tal excesses of the latter. It was a 
plain case that hardly needs arguing. 
The notorious facts, in connection 
with the moneyed class for the last 
ten years, are those which relate to the 
betrayal of trusts, the watering of 
stocks, gambling in grain, and other 
necessaries of life, the wrecking of 
insurance companies, the bursting of 
savings banks through stealing and 
wreckless management, the running 
ol railroads in theinie est of directors 
rather than in that, of the stockhold-
ers and the public, etc.. etc. Poor 
people have looked on. and felt all 
the power ut degrading example. 
The way in which capital has been 
managed and mismanaged in this 
country has been utterly demoraliz-
ing. The poor have seen capitalists 
stealing from one another in a thous-
and ways, and even stealing their 
own hard earned savings. '1 he gam-
bling in stocks, the gambling in 
grain, tlie defalcations among men 
who have been universally trusted, 
the malversation of persons high in 
the church, tlie "great game of grab," 
played so generally among those sup-
posed to have money and among the 
great corporations, all these have 
tend'd to break down the public-
morality, and if the. poor have been 
apt to learn the lessons of life from, 
the " superior classes,' they have sim-
ply learned to steal. What wonder 
that trades-unions t h r i v e W h a t 
wonder that we have a " commune '!" 
What wonder that we have unreason-
able mobs ? If stealing is to lie the 
order of the day, the poor want their 
chance with (he rest.—Dr. Holland; 
Seribnerfor October. 

Lawyer's Power ami Farmer's Power. 

During the last week in August a 
Lawyers' National Association was or-
ganized, and a local council for each 
State was elected. Among its de-
clared objects, appears this; " t o up-
hold the power of the profession ol 
law, and to encourage cordial inter-
course among the members ol the 
American bar." Annual dues 
We have no lault to find with it. The 
lawyers have a perfect right to organ-
ize to uphold their power;" but 
how about the poor, ignorant, hard-
handed and soiled trousered farmers? 
Have they a right to organize " to 
uphold their power?" Well, the 
farmers rather think they have; and 
they have organized their (¿ranges, 
their farmers' alliance, their farmers' 
clubs, etc., to " uphold their power" 
by every honorable and lawful means 
that comes to their band. Plows 
think, and plows vote, nowadays.— 
Iowa fanner. 

Colorado will have a surplus of 
over forty thousand bushels of wheat 
to export this year 
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» a s t e r ' s £ ) f p a r i m c n l . 

J . J . WOODMAN, - - - P A W P A W 

FROM P A R I S TO FOi .KSTONE. 

England ami Ireland.— Honu'ivird Pas-
sage. 

From Paris to Bologne, we passed 
through a fine agricultural country 
for about 100 miles; but near 
the coast the country is broken, 
and cut up with marshes, in which 
large quantities of peat are cut for 
fuel. Along the coast, the land is 
sandy and barren. 

Bologne is an old French city with 
an historic record. It was built by 
the Romans, and celebrated as being 
the birth place of Godfrey de Bouil-
lon, the valiant crusader and Em-
peror of Jerusalem, memorials of 
whom are preserved in the old Uathe 
dreal. It was the place selected by 
the First Napoleon as the spot Iroiii 
which to make his descent upon 
England, and the army intended to 
subjugate England was there muster-
ed and trained. At Boiogue we took 
a steamer, and was soon out of sight 
of the Continent, and in less than two 
hours on English soil. The waters 
of the English channel are generally 
rough, caused by the counter cur-
rents of the Atlantic Ocean and the 
North Sea, which meet there and 
create what is termed a "chopped 
sea." The boats are capable of carry-
ing from 300 to 400 passengers, 
and as many bowls are stacked up 
in plain view for the use of the pas-
sengers in case of sea sickness. 
When the waters are much disturbed 
a bowl is placed before each passen-
ger on leaving port, and it is said 
that but few of them are unused dur 
ing the passage. It is a common 
saying among persons who have 
made the passage from Europe to 
America that they do not dread the 
passage from Liverpool to New York 
as much as they do to cross the 
English Channel. We were favored 
with unusually pleasant voyages both 
ways, yet many were sick; and I 
came to the conclusion that the sea-
sickness could be attributed more to 
the dread of being sick, and the sight 
of the bowls than to the roughness of 
the water. 

On reaching England, it seemed as 
though we were getting almost home. 
F'or more than three months we had 
been among people whose dialect we 
could not understand, and whose 
habits and customs differ so widely 
from our own; that when we again 
heard the Knglish language spoken 
by every one around us, and cheerful 
laces cordially greeting us as Ameri-
can citizens, we were forced to the 
conviction that there is a sympathy 
and an affinity among the ' English 
speaking people everywhere, which 
does not exist between people speak-
ing different languages. 

Folkstone is pleasantly situated 
upon the chalk bluffs of ti'ie English 
Channel about sixty miles south-east 
of London. The soil around the city 
is thin, merely covering the chalk for-
mation which underlies that portion of 
England. Between Folkstone and 
London the country is delightful, 
with many fine farms, and better 
buildings than are to be seen in other 
portions of the country. A\'e re-
mained in London over night, and 
took the early morning train for Der-
by, thence by the way of Warrington 
and Buxton, back to Liverpool, pass-
ing through a portion of England not 
before visited by us. I was surprised 
to find almost a mountainous country 
in the very heart of England. Hills, 
high and rocky, with a very thin soil, 

and only used for grazing, extend 
over a large area of country. There is 
however a large amount of excellent 
farming country, with indications of 
better husbandry on that route, more 
intelligence, and real home comforts, 
than is to be seen in other countries in 
Europe among the rural population. 

Stopping one day in Liverpool, we 
took a steamer for Ireland, and after 
twelve hours of stormy weather in 
crossing the Irish Sea, landed in Dub-
lin. The city is situated on both 
sides of the river LifTey, has a fine 
and commodious harbor, and consid-
erable commerce. The .surrounding 
country is delightful, with a deep, 
rich, and well cultivated soil. AYe 
mounted a "jaunting cart" and took a 
ride through the city, visiting most 
places of interest, including the Old 
Tower—nearly as old and famous as 
the Old Tower of London, the Siate 
House. Wellington's monument, the 
great Park, and then took a trip into 
the country, returning by the stock 
yards which were filled with fat cat-
tle and sheep of superior quality. 
Ireland is a stock raising country and 
the shi pin PUIS to E n g l a n d a n d the 
Continent, u.e large. Stock raisers 
and dealers are apprehensive that the 
shipping of beef and cattle from this 
country to Europe, which has com-
menced with such satisfactory results, 
will ultimately injure the cattle busi-
ness of Ireland, just as our wheat does 
whest growing in England. I was 
informed by a very intelligent Eng-
ish farmer who was connected with t i e 
English Agricultural department of 
the Exposition, that our wheat from 
the United States, can be procured in 
that country for less than the actdal 
cost of raising ; and, unless the gov-
ernment protects that industry, 
wheat growing must be abandoned 
It is stated upon good authority, that 
"Agriculture is declining iu ,Eng 
l a n d ; " and the question, how to 
stimulate it to renewed life and pros-
perity ? is being seriously considered 
among statesmen, lind-owners and 
farmers. For that purpose an Inter-
national Agricultural Exposition has 
been proposed to be held in London 
next year; but not yet definitely de-
cided. 

Dublin is the capital of Ireland, or 
was when it was a nation, and con 
tains a population of 250,000. It has 
many fine buildings and streets, but 
indications of poverty, beggary and 
wretchedness among the°°laboring 
classes, meet the eye at every turn! 
On the following morning we took 
the early train for Limerick, and 
passed through a country possessing 
natural advantages unsurpassed by 
any other countuy in Europe. The 
soil, climate, and lay of the land are 
all that could be desired. There 
is but one reason why the people of 
this most delightful land, are not as 
prosperous and as well supplied with 
the comforts of life, as those of Eng-
land or any country upon the conti-
nent, and that is, they are ground 
down under the iron heel of the mon-
eyed powars—the Nobility of Eng-
land. A few men who live in L-n-
don, hundreds of miles away, own 
the whole country , and many, of 
the tenant farmers are compelled to 
live in hovels unfit for human beings 
to inhabit, and work for a scanty 
subsistence. All of the products and 
wealth of the country as last as pro-
duced, is removed, leaving nothing 
for improvements or to create busi-
ness and give employment to the 
people. 

. Limerick is a city of cons'derable 
importance, situated on the river Shan-
non. I t has a fine cathedral, and 
contains the ruins of one of the oldest 
castles in Great 13i itain Its manufac-
tures are principally laces and gloves. 
l'Vom Limerick to Mallow there is 

a large amount of good graz'ng land ; 
and fine herds of cattle and flocks of 
sheep were feeding on the pastures, 
securely enclosed with thorn hedges. 
We passed through a portion of what 
is called the " bo-.' lands of Ireland," 
a tract of about 17,000 acres, entirely 
worthless for any purpose, except for 
the " turf" or peat which is cut and 
dried for fud . We also passed 
through the turf lands," whicn have 
been pastured with sheep and cattle 
for centuries, and are yet the most 
luxuriant perennial sheep pastures in 
the world. 

The c r y of Cork is situated on the 
river Lee, fourteen miles above 
Queenstown, and accessible to ocean 
vessels of the largest size. The river 
is spanned by numerous massive 
stone bridges. Some portion of the 
city have a cheerful business look, 
but like Dublin, the streets are filthy 
and thronged with beggars. At Cork 
we took a steamboat down the river 
to Queestown. The landscape scen-
ery on either side of the wide, placid 
waters of that beautiful river, is 
unsurpassed by any that we have 
seen. When Queen Victoria visited 
Ireland she landed at Queenstown, 
and gave it the name it now bears. 
It contains about 1,400 inhabitants, 
and is situated on the hill side on the 
west side of the harbor, which is one 
of the best in the world. The town has 
a new and cheerful aspect, and con-
siderable enterprise seems to exist 
among the business men. A cathe-
dral is being constructed, on which 
lias already been expended £80,000, 
and it is said that as much more will 
be required to complete it. This 
seems rather extravagant for so small 
a town whose streets are thronged 
with beggars, when it is understood 
that the money is raised by donations. 

The steamship on which we had 
engaged passage to New York, ar-
rived in the hai bor at 7 o'clock in the 
morning, and at 12 o'clock noon, on 
the 15th of September, we went on 
board the ship, and our European 
tour and sight seeing closed. 

Our ship was crowded with pass-
engers, mostly Americans returning 
from their visit to Europe, and the 
Great Exposition. There is no bet-
ter place to study human nature than 
on shipboard. F'our hundred guests, 
simultaneously brought together and 
crowded into one floating hotel, 
which is rocked and pitched about by 
the furious winds and maddened 
waves of the oceao, or gently tossed 
upon deep rolling billows, or sailing 
smoothly upon a calm sea, when all 
can be on deck prominading or re-
clining in chairs, talking, laughing, 
singing, reading or sleeping, tenets to 
bring into action the foibles and con-
tro'iug passions of each iddividual, 
and they stand before each other like 
illuminated houses with the shutters 
wide open. No stereoscope or magni-
fying glass is required to delineate 
character or bring out human nature. 
Solid worth and peculiar eccentrici 
ties are often combined in the same 
individual. Among the passengers 
was a Scotch barrister, ripe in years 
and learning, gentlemanly and affable 
when in the compauy of gentlemen 
and ladies, yet almost every evening 
he could be seen in the smoking cab-
in, drinking and dilating eloquently 
upon his great achievements before 
the "Queen's Court," and entertaining 
his few admirers with stories and lan-
guage unfit for the ears of decent 
people. 

An old man, said to possess great 
wealth, had lost the wife of his youth 
and to prevent going down in sorrow 
to the grave was busking in the sun-
shine of new connubial bliss; and who 
could be so uncharitable as to quea-
tion the sincerity of his youmr and 
dashing bride in her apparent "devo 

tion and love for him and his money 
There was another with grey locks 
and flushed countenance, who had 
been spending a few months ju 
Europe for the sole benefit of l,js 
niece who was his only traveling 
companion ; and the curious whisper 
ed that ' she was probably somebody's 
niece." There was a clergyman who 
measured 6 feet 4, by feet :>, and 
weighed 300 pounds, who read' con-
stantly to a c mpany of interested 
listeners, and preached us an excel-
lent sermon upon the Sabbath. •> ]]e 
was troubled with a poor appetite 
and food fairly went against his 
stomach." No one doubted it, who 
sat at the table with him, and saw 
dish after dish emptied. There were 
three very dignified gentlemen 
dressed in plain black, wi'h smooth 
faces,and white neckties. They were 
sociable and affable, bat firm in the 
conviction " that good brandy would 
prevent seasickness," and a game of 
cards shorten a long evening "on »hip-
board." A company of ladies, also 
dressed in plain black, with bonnet 
capes and fronts of snow white linen, 
received a great deal of attention, and 
won the good will and wishes of all. 
They were " Sisters of Charity," go-
ing like " Ministering Angels," to re-
lieve suffering among the sick and 
dying in the yellow fever disricts at 
the South. A young and blooming 
widow, "by the advise of her friends" 
had been traveling in Europe for the 
purpose of diverting her mind fiorn 
the deep affliction and distress ocea 
sioned by the early death of her 
" dear, dear husband," andjudging 
from her appearance, the remedy had 
proved successful, and 

" T h e grief t h a t was heaving her breast 
Boileil over in billows o i crape." 

At least it seemed to be all outside, 
and was purchased while abroad. 
Longlellow ¡ays 

" This is ki l l ing men tha t five 
' l i s no t mourn ing for the dead." 

'J en days of ocean life brought us 
to New York, and we landed on the 
free soil of America, and separated 
forever; forcibly calling to mind the 
following be.utiful lines of Grey, 
which must have been inspired by an 
ocean voyage. 

" Ships tha t pass in the night and »peak 
each o ther in passing, 

Only a signal shown, ami a 
dis tan t voice in the da rkness : 

So in the ocean of life we pass 
a n d speak one another, 

Only a look and a voice, 
then darkness again and a silence." 

I have enjoyed continued good 
health, and nothing has happened to 
mar the pleasures, or detract from 
the interests of my visit to Europe 
and the Great Exposition. 

As my official term closes with the 
meeting of the State Grange, it be-
comes necessary for me to make a 
full and correct statement to that 
body, of the condition of the Order 
in this State, which is impossible for 
me to do, unless the reports are made 
to the Secretary of the State Grange 
as provided in Article 13, of the By-
Laws of the State (J range; and I call 
xipon the Masters of Subordinate 
Granges, to attend to it at once, and 
have the reports promptly made. I 
have requested the Secretary of the 
State Grange, to furnish me w.tb 
a list of all delinquent aud dormant 
Granges, together with such informa-
tion as l.e maybe able to obtain, in re-
lation to the same; and the charters 
of all Granges found to be hopelessly 
delinquent or dormant, will be im-
pended. 

Pigs and poultry, when in confiue" 
ment, need some fresh green food, and 
a few chopped cabbages or corn I0"' 
der will be greatly relished 
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WHAT IS TO BE DONE 

For several issues this department 
has been omitted, riot because there 
was not enough to write about or an 
inclination to wriie. but for two oth-
er reasons : One, it was unnecessary 
for want of matler, and the other and 
.neater reason, I lie writer has been 
very busy with his own and the mat-
ters of the agriculturalists of his vi-
cinity. A large and successful Fair, 
the first ever held at this place, has 
taken a large portion of the time of 
the State Lecturer. But now the 
Annual Fairs are over, the fall grain 
sown, long, pleasant evenings, and 
leisure hours have come in their us-
ual round. Soon the meetings of 
the biennial campaign will be over, 
and then ail of us can give more at-
tention to the Grange. 

But what is to U done / Is (here 
one who claims membership in our 
noble Order that for a moment thinks 
the missiou of the Order fini-hed .' 
IJmcorthy 1'atron, look about you 
and see the fields for labor open be-
fore j on. Have you investigated the 
causes of the last year's successes and 
failures, or measured even their ex-
tent I Have you laid them before the 
(¡range and compared notes with 
brothers and sisters in toil, that a mu-
tual exchange of experience may 
take place ? Are you gathering tiie 
precious pearls of other's endeavor 
strewed before your observation ? 
Are you leading others to aid you in 
polishing by discussion and study the 
rough and apparently less valuable 
gems found by the wayside of the 
past, forming from them the beautiful 
and useful jewels that may shine in 
your future year's successful labors? 
if all this has been and is being done 
you are prepared to do other equally 
good work. You may look without 
the gate and s e if there is nothing to 
be done there. Are there none to 
whom you may lend a helping hand V 
Are all the tillers of the soil within 
tiie fold teaching and being taught 
the lessons of the past? .May not 
many a weary, discouraged man or 
woman be brought to take part in our 
grand organization, adding strength 
to her walls and beauty to lier inner 
courts? Are the young men aud 
maidens within your reach still thirst-
ing for the gilded palaces of wealth 
and luxury, where vanity, idleness 
and intemperance will likely be the 
portion of the farmers? Aie your 
aud your neighbor's sons and daught-
ers, who are about to step upon the 
platform of active life, possessed of 
the principles taught in the golden 
pugts i Have they been taught indi-
vidual responsibility, and learned the 
value of industry, prudence, respect 
for the past, and those things that go 
to make up a successful life ? 

Are the still younger eared lor ? 
W hat are your public schools ? By 
whom taught? What lessons do 
your school houses and surrounding 
grounds silently teach your children, 
as each day they absorb but too read-
ily ever to forget ? Have vou care-
fully studied and prayerfully consid-
ered those young, delicate and im-
perishable minds, capable under wise 
direction of development into grand 
powers of thought, noble cap Abilities 
of judgment, and a wise aud loving 
guardianship of human intellects I 
I>o you visit them at school ? Do you 
ask them what is to be done ? 
Luough ! Enough to require a meet-
ing every week for the next six 
months. Enough to employ every 
mind and energy of every grange for 
years. Enough to do at home a 

Enough to do in each member's heart j vemher. For 1876, some each of 
and head ! Do you ask how to do ? .Tune, July, September, November and 
l ie who has a will to do will always December. For 1877, April, .May, 
find a icay, nay, many ways to do ' June, August and September. For 
what he ought, and every true Pat- j 1878, Nos. 34, .'¡0, 37, 25 and 38. 
ron will, in whatever he strives to do, 
strive to do well. 

The County, and I'omona Grange 
can also find enough to do, and should 
meet each month until every Subordi-
nate Grange has been visited and 
awakened to duty. They have it in 
their power to revive the work in the 
hearts of all, to encourage the active 
and awaken the dormant. Xow is 
the time for them to devise a plan for 
the work of the year, aud then pro-
ceed systematically to carry out the 
work in detail. 

Brothers and Sisters, shall we, in 
the weeks to come show ourselves 
worthy of our noble fraternity ? and 
shall ŵ e also strive to make the Or-
der still more worthy of still greater 
effort on our part and those who suc-
ceed us. Work thus until the Grange 
shall be a synonym of the true, the 
noble, the active, the good, wherever 
known. 

la i lie Field. 

In the northern and western coun-
ties of the State our Order prospers 
nowhere better or is more vigorous 
than iu the county of Oceana. 

They held a large pic nic in Aug-
ust at I lar t , and another early in 
September near Flower < 'reek, and on 
the 17th inst. organized a strong Pa-
mona (¡range at Shelby. 

The following are the names of the 
officers elected aud initiated at the or-
ganization of Oceana Pomona Grange 
No. 23: 

Master—Win. F. Lewis, New Era. 
Overseer -Win. F. Barry. 
Lecturer—Geo. W. Woodward, Shel-

by. 
steward—Martin Baker. 
Asst. Steward—Emmet White. 
Chaplain—A. A. Darling. 
Treasurer—A. I). Van Wickle. 
Secretary—George C. Myers, New 

Era. 
Gate Keeper—Thomas Tvvinin. 
Pomona—Jane E. Sweet. 
Ceres—Sally Payne. 
Flora—Mrs. J. C. Stevens. 
L. A. S.—George Dykeman. 
Executive Committee for two years— 

1. C. Stevens, E. T. Mugford. 
For one year—A. 1). Van Wickle and 

George Woodward, and the Master and 
Secretary ex ofHcio. 

We think this organization means 
work and will become an efficient co-
worker with the Subordinate Granges 
in the county, aiding the members in 
a successful accomplishment of what 
thejr sought, in becoming Patrons. 

On Saturday, the l'Jth, we li:d the 
pleasure of meeting with Lisbon 
Grange, of Ottawa county. A good-
ly number were present, although but 
short notice had been given. 

A barrel of kerosene oil was dis-
tributed among those present and did 
not go around—another will need be 
obtained. 

Our Lisbou brothers have the use 
of a very pleasant hall belonging to 
the Good Templars, and being adja 
cent lo a church the sheds of the lat-
ter were convenient for the teams. 

Specimens of grain and fruit were 
brought by the members and put up-
on exhibition, a good practice for all 
Granges to get into, to which should 
be added explanations of the system 
of growth and culture. 

Extra Numbers of Visitor. 

I have a number of copies of the 
VisiTon, besides the files, and will 
send them to any brother or sister 
wishing to complete their files. -Have 
the following on hand : For 1875, 
(1st Vol.,) a large number of the 1st 
of April number, also some each of 
June, August, September and No 

Vnv person wishing any of the 
above can have them by writing, en-
closing one cent stamp. 

If any person has any of the fo low-
ing numbers I should be glad to got 
them, and will send stamps to pay the 
postage. I lack,, to complete my 
tiles, Jauuarv, February, March and 
December, (2 of last.) 1807. Also, 
numbers 33, 39, 44. 45, 40 and 48 of 
1868, I. have had and used these to 
show the V I S I T O I ; when canvassing, 
until worn out or lost. 

Address, ('. L. W H I T N E Y , 
Muskegon. 

J . I I . G A K D X E K , - C E N T R E V I L L E . 

I am unable to get any kerosene 
oil of Michigan test at Cleveland and 
can only fill orders at market rates 
on the day of purchasing. It is now 
twenty-five cents a gallon by the bar-
rel in Detroit and Three Divers on 
car, and is still advancing. The oil 
dealers have contracted all the refin-
ers turn out, of Michigan test, and 
have got control of the markets, and 
the price will continue to advance as 
long as people will take it. 

Mr. Editor aud Woithy Master, 
you are supposed to know everything 
and 1 would like to.have you inform 
farmers and grangers why the lives of 
Michigan people are valued higher by 
the Honorable Legislators of cm-
State than are those of the States of 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

We are now compelled to pay thir-
ty to forty cents a gallon for our illu-
minating oil, while our neighbors on 
the other side of a line of stakes are 
getting theirs for about one half, and 
1 have yet to learn of any more dis-
asters from its use in those States 
than in this on the opposite side of 
the stakes. 

The Cincinnati Bulletin of a late 
date cpiotes Indiana test oi! at 10 to 
10^c. a gallon; Ohio test, which is 
150o at 11^-c.; and Michigan test at 
the same date is 24Ac. at Detroit, the 
test of which, by act of Legislature, 
is 140o. The freight on oil from 
Cleveland to Detroit is about one-half 
a cent a gallon in oii cans. 

Now, why is it that oil of 150o to 
175o test, best head light, is selling in 
the markets for about one-half the 
price at retail and wholes le of oii of 
140o tost ? 

I think this is somethiug for you to 
enlighten the people on, and it is in-
formation some desire to know, i t is 
a heavy tax on all but those who are 
in the ring. I am informed by cred-
itable persons that it is practiced 
along the border of the neighboring 
States to procure oil across the liue 
sometimes, and that it burns as well 
and frequently better than that sold 
this side. 

Shall we not exact now of every 
candidate for our Legislature a pledge 
in writing—whether National, Demo 
cratic or Republican—-before election, 
that they shall use their influence, it 
elected, at the next session, to so 
amend or change our laws that it may 
be lawful to sell and use oil bearing 
the stamp of the Oil Inspector of any 
State ? 

It appears folly to think that the 
lives of people in Michigan are of 
more value to our Legislators and bet-
ter cared for, than are those of our 
neighbors ; and it is web known they 
are incorruptible. 

As the Home Sewing Machine Com-
pany have appointed Agents in many 

parts of the State, aud now decliue to 
send their machines only through 
such Agents. I have bought some ma 
chines of the Wilson ('ompany. the 
prices ot' which are nearly the same 
as the Home machines, which I will 
send anywhere. It is a good and 
nicely finished machine and has some 
nice points in its working. I will 
send circulars and prices* to any one 
wanting to buy. I aiu still selling 
the Ilome in St. Joseph county, also 
at Lansing and vicinity, at former 
prices. 

Fine salt is now 75 cents, solar 81.-
10, and dairy §2 a barrel at Saginaw. 
A car can be loaded with some of the 
different grades as desired. I fill all 
orders under grange seal ; payment 
to be made promptly in ten days from 
receipt. 

Best warranted wagons remain the 
same price as before, §51 and §52 at 
the shops, which will be sent subject 
to examination and approval whenev-
er the pay is placed with the Grange 
.Master on sending the order, and lie 
certifies to it If not satisfactory they 
need not be taken. When ¡-hipped 
from here the price is two dollars 
more for advance freight. 

My stock of boots, shoes and rub-
bers is yet ample to fill all oiders at 
very low rates ; also groceries and do-
mostic dry goods 1 have some mow-
ing machines, hay rakes and wheel 
cultivators which 1 will sell at less 
than first cost for cash or approved 
notes on short time. 

I wish all sending orders would 
give plain shipping directions and sign 
their postoiKee and name plainly so as 
to avoid mistakes. 

Composition for Ben Boosts. 

A correspondent of the Poultry 
Yard recommends the following 
method for making perches for fowls : 

Make a trough for the roost by 
nailing lath on both edges of a piece 
of a scantling or board three inches 
wide, projecting upward half an inch 
or more. Fill this trough with mor-
tar, into which has been put to one 
pail of mortar half a pound of sulphur, 
half a pint of crude carbolic acid (liq-
uid). and half a pint of kerosene. If 
you want tiie mortar to set quickly, 
add one pound of calcined plaster, 
such as dentists use for casts. Mix 
thoroughly. The mortar can be 
knocked out easily, and removed 
once or twice a year. Have these 
roosts loose, so they may be turned 
over bottom side up iu very cold 
weather to guard against freezing the 
fowls'feet by contact with the cold 
mortar, Poultrymen will find this 
much more effective than patent 
eggs etc., as the whole flock sit on 
the roost ten or twelve hours every-
day, instead of a part of them a few 
minutes, when they are laying. The 
above is neither expensive nor troub-
lesome to make, and should be used 
by every one who keeps fowls. 

Prices of Paint Again Reduce«!. 

T h e P a t r o n s ' P a i n t o m p a n y h a v i n g 
largely increased t he i r s team m a c h i n -
ery for p roduc ing Ingerso l ' s Beady 
Mixed P a i n t s h a v e again reduced 
the price of the i r celebrated Pure , 
F ine , Ready Mixed Pa in ts , m a k i n g the 
discount 40 per cent f rom the retail 
price, wh ich m a k e s the price m u c h less 
then the mater ia l s can be bought for 
m i x i n g pa in t s i n t he old way; and be-
sides the ingerso l l pa in t looks elegant-
ly, and will endure so much longer. 

A n y o n e can have tiie company ' s 
Book, "Evwry one their own p a i n t e r , " 
and decorated with i l lustrat ions of Col-
ors, Brushes and Pu t t y , mailed free by 
m e n t i o n i n g th i s paper , and addressing 
I t . Ingersol l , Manager , 102 Sou th St r . , 
New York. 



THE G R A N G E VISITOR. 3 

T H E G R A N G E V I S I T O R . 

S C H O O L C R A F T . X O V . 1, 1 8 7 8 . 

| t t r e t a r j j ' s d e p a r t m e n t . 

J . T. COB LÌ. - SCHOOLCRAFT 

Officers a n d member s of S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
in cor responding wi th th is office, wil l p lease 
a lways g ive the umber of the i r Orange . 

K I . A H K S . 
B lanks t h a t a re sen t free f rom this office on 

app l i ca t ion are : 
B lank Quar t e r ly Repor t s of Secretar ies of S u b -

o r d i n a t e Granges . 
B lank Quar t e r ly R e p o r t s of Secre tar ies of P o -

m o n a Granges . 
B lank app l ica t ions for organiz ing P o m o n a 

Granges . 
B lank app l ica t ions for Member sh ip in P o m o n a 

Granges . 
Blank Bonds of Sec re t a ry a n d Treasure r . 
B l ank Elect ion R e p o r t s òf Sub . Granges . 
Blank Cer t i f ica tes of Elec t ion to C o u n t y 

Conven t ion . 
B lank Cert if icates of Represen ta t ives elected to 

t h e S ta t e G r a n g e . 
B lanks fo r Consol ida t ion of Granges . 
Blank Appl icat ions for Certificatfc~of Dimi t . 
B l a n k P l a s t e r Orders . 
Blank Cert if icates of Incorpora t ion . 

C A N D I D A T E S ' O P I N I O N S A N D 

I ' L E I H J E S . 

Answers to the Circular of inquiry 
ml dressed to the candidates for the 
Legislature of the different political 
parties, by gentlemen in the several 
counties ot the State—to whom the 
Circular was sent lor distribution 
are being received (rom day today. 

We give below a summary ot these 
answers from several oi the" counties. 
We have neither time or space to 
reproduce all answers received, but 
give («//answers received from a coun-
ty as far as we go. Wo shall have a 
big bundle of "pinions, and promises 
from defeated as well as elected can-
didates to draw upon tor future use 
as occasion may arise. 

It is, to say the least, laughable to 
see how timid some of these gentle-
men are. The prominent traits of 
character crop out as from one and 
another comes an emphatic yes. with 
perhaps two or three lines of endorse-
ment, or in a long-winded eflort. oi 
non-committal sentences, which go to 
show that the writer don't know 
what he thinks himself on the ques-
tion presented, and is only anxious 
to so run between different or con-
flicting views that he can by no pos-
sibility damage his chances of elec-
tion, or if elected, beheld to any well-
defined opinion. These are the men 
whose votes are depended on bv the 
good talkers in our legislative bodies 
to aid in carrying any measure of 
doubtful utility. 

From the candidates in Kalamazoo 
County we have before us replies. 

The lead was taken by Mr. E. L 
Brown, one of the senatorial candi-
dates, who in an open letter to the ed-
itor of the Telegraph, declares in an 
dispairing way that "much time and 
talents have been employed to devise 
a remedy for the law's delays—hither-
to to little purpose." 

He also gives it as his opinion 
" that there are multitudes of learned 
and able lawyers who would be glad 
to see a code of procedure adopted, if 
one is possible, that shall insure the 
prompt, speedy and equitable trial of 
all cases that shall come before the 
courts." 

We are sorry that the petty, third-
rate lawyers have been able to over-
come, set aside and nulify all the 
good intentions of this "multi tude 
of learned and able lawyers through 
all these years from Shakespeare's 
time, and before, to the present." 

I t is a sad commentary on such an 

aggregation of legal wisdom, and we 
cease to wonder at the discouraging 
tone of Mr. Brown's reply. Hoping 
against all probabilities, however, he 
would still be willing to .commit this 
admitted collection ot abuses that 
have grown tip under the watchful 
eyes ol these " multitude of learned 
and able lawyers " to " a commission 
of learned and able lawyers' ' for 
treatment and disposition." 

Mr. J. W. Brees, another candidate 
for the Senate, in his reply to the cir-
cular, after raising a constitutional 
objection to the proposed change, 
says: " Many of the complaints made 
in your preamble are well known to 
exist, and I deem it ihe duty of every 
good citizen to take all lawtul ways 
and means to remedy the same, and 
to lesson the burden of taxation to 
the lowest possible limit. 

Mr. Alex Cameron, the third candi-
date tor the Senate, replies to the in-
terrogatory oi the circular affirma. 
tively, and adds, " t h a t i n a majority 
of cases litigated in our County in 
the last ten years, the amount in con-

\ troversy has been so insignificant 
j that it was lost sight of, and it be-
' came a question of who should pay 
j the cost. All such suits should be 
I terminated in a Justice Court, or bv 
arbitration/' 

Mr. W. G. Kirk by, a candidate for 
the lower House, says, "I answer 
most decidly, yes,"" and adds, •• You 
will find on our Court Records an ap-
pealed ease where the judgement was 
«2.74, and the costs taxed to the 
County $93.00; and other cases with 
judgements of less than $20.00, taxa-

I ble costs to the County from $100 to 
! * 2 0 0 -" He farther adds « that if we 
, cannot have a law of limitation in this 
j matter ol appeal, we must demand 
1 that persons who desire to have their 
will, and gratify their personal suite 
by dragging their neighbors into 
court should, at least, be compelled to 
pay their own expenses.'' 

From Mr. John I". Oliver we also 
have an atlirruative answer to the cir-
cular. He says, " I agree with you 
that there is much that is wrong,"un-
necessary, annoying and expensive in 
the machinery of the law, and, il 
elccted, it will afford me much pleas-
ure to assist., in any honorable man-
ner, to remedy the evils mentioned in 
your circular, and 1 deem it of Treat 
importance to the people of the State 
that some means be devised -to lessen 
the expenses of our Courts, and se-
cure prompt decisions in all matters 
of difference of parties at law." 

To the question of the ' circular," 
Mr. II. Dale Adams, another candi-
date for the lower House, answers, '• I 
have no hesitation in giving a full and 
unqualified affirmative answer, believ-
ing, should such a law be enacted 
there would be a saving of thousands 

! oi dollars annually to the tax-pavers 
of Kalamazoo County alone." 

The candidates for the 1st district 
of this county have not responded to 
the inquiry of the circular, which, if 
they have received, they either deem 
an impertinance, have not made up 
their minds, or are not yet quite clear 
as to the requirements of policy. 

From St. Jo. County we have a 
straight-forward, emphatic, aflirmati vc 
answer from J. W. French, a candi-
date for State Senator. 

Mr. John Hamilton, of Constantine 
says: 1 fully realize the justice of 
your complaint," and then goes on to 
beat around the bush, and not commit 
himself to any definite action. 

Mr. G. B. Markham thinks the 
Circuit Court, as now run, is a very 
costly luxury," and that a large pro-
portion of the cases that go there 
would be better settled by arbitra-
tion." He is ready to endorse any. 
thing that can be done to discounte-
nance and prevent costly litigation, 

" but has great reverence for the right 
of appeal," and thinks the experiment 
should be tried on a smaller scale. 

Returns from Allegan County open 
with—-

" B R A D L E T , O c t . 1 6 , 1 8 7 8 . 
HE,SI ;Y S H I L T E S , E s q . , D E A R S I R : 

Yours is received. Should I be 
elected State Senator, 1 should favor 
and vote to enact such a law. 

Yours truly, 
J O S I A H E . H A R D I N G . " 

Hon. F. B. Wallin, candidate for 
Senator, says, " I am in favor of the 
general object sought to be obtained 
by the legislation referred to, and of 
simplifying our judicial system in the 
direction of more speedy justice to 
the parties, and the reduction of the 
cost to the people. * * * Again, 
I am heartily in favor of progress in 
the direction of courts or' amicable 
arbitration.. This principle should be 
urged upon the people, and the law 
so adjusted as to commend such a 
method to the popular judgment. 
The right oi appeal is, and always 
has been regarded as a sacred private 
right, equal to the right of trial by 
jury, and the right of" petition. To 
what extent the public good mav re-
quire the individual to yield to"that 
right, I cannot at present determine." 
_ From H. K. Blackmail, of the s-ime 

County, we have: " In answer to your 
question, will say that I am in Ihvor 
of giving the parties to a suit the 

j best chance of getting a just decision, 
and also protect the public from the 
costs of the suit: and think if men 
can afford to quarrel and go to law, 
they should pay all costs." 

Mr. Will J. Sprout, another Alle-
gan County candidate, writes: 
" Yours ot 1st inst. at hand. In re-
ply will say that I believe a law, sim-
ilar to such as your communication 
proposes, would be of great good to j 
the people of this State, * - and ' 
if elected, I will do all I can, honora- ; 
bly, to bring about a reform in re-
gard to costs and appeals." 

Mr. Crosby Eaton answers to the 
" Circular." •' 1 can heartily say that 
I will, believing it to be not only for 
the interests of the fax-payer, but the 
litigants themselves." 

Mr. S. M. Egglestou. another of Al-
legan's prospective legislators re-
sponds: •• J feel tree to answer that, if 
elected, I will do all that I can in this 
direction or any other, where reform 
is wanted.'' 

Mr. X. W. Lewis, also of Allegan 
County, after acknowledging receipt 
of the Circular, continues: •• I must 

; say your reasons are clear and to the 
point on the question—one in which 
all tax payers (except attorneys) are 
interested, and, I think, should favor " 
He also goes on to say: « 1 recognize 
the necessity, and am advocating 
many reforms in our County and 
State matters;" and proceeds to refer 
to various laws and usages—unnec-
essarily expensive and burdensome. 
Without knowing anything of the 
man, his business, or political affilia-
tions, we must say that we rather like 
his earnest, vigorous letter. He is 
certainly wide-awake. 

M*. L. W. Ward, of Berrien Coun-
ty, answers to the Circular: » It 
elected I will use all honorable 
means, by my influence and vote, to 
secure the enactment of a law as set 
forth in said Circular." 

A ' j L : P r e w > of Berrien County, 
iphes: " 1 feel that the wrongs spo-

ken of by your Circular are to be la-
mented; but there are other wrongs 

m o r e ^ P o r t a n c e 
than those of which you speak. The 
Criminal Courts are, as now run, the 
greatest tax upon the people * * 
I am in favor of litigants being com-
pelled to pay all costs." He also re-
fers to the injustice of our tax laws 
and other matters demanding careful 

legislation for tbe protection of the 
people." Hon. Wm. Chamberlain, the 
present Senator from Berrien County 
sends answer to E. M. Ireland: l"i 
heartily concur in the proposition, 
and would gladly support a Bill of 
that kind." 

Mr. Henry F. May, of Cadilac, 
Grand Traverse county, replies:-' 
" After looking through your circu-
lar, I find I can support a bill embrac-
ing the ideas contained therein. I 
think it would help the poor man to 
obtain justice much more speedily, 
and at much less expense ol time and' 
money." E. .W. Bond, ol the same 
county, writes: " 1 most heartily 
agree with the sentiments of the cir-
cular, and if elected will do all that 1 
can to get a law enacted that will p ro. 
hi bit the appeal of any cases when 
the judgment is less than $100. | 
would even preler to restrict appeals 
to twice that sum." 

The reply of John (.'. Patterson, a 
j lawyer of Calhoun county, and can-
| didate for Senator, is courteous, safe, 
1 and non committal. To comply with 
its terms will require no special effori 
or action calculated to disturb the 
present condition and character ol 
laws affecting the subject under con-
sideration. 

Mr. Walter II. IJidwell, a candi-
date for Representative, declares him-
self in full sympathy with the views 
contained in the circular, and pledges 
his influence and vote to secure the 
proposed amendment or enactment. 

Mr. Geo. Robertson, expresses a 
defi'nito opinion upon a general s»h-

ject., but as that opinion and mhjeet 
j have no particular connection tvitli 
j the question presented, we are dis-
i posed to respect the request implied 
] in the last of the three short senten-
| ces which compose his answer. - My 
j answer is to you personally, and not 
j to the public."' 
; II. J . lied lied, candidate for the 
i State Senate from Monroe county, 
says: - I will support any measure 
to simplify the process and economise 
the costs in petty cases. Perhaps a 
well regulated statute to confine eom-

: plaints to a limited amount to arbi-
tration and confine justices fees to a 
per centage, would relieve the present 
evil. * * * * j will support any 
fair means to remedy the evils of 
which your circular complains. 

Mr. J. C. Hale, another senatorial 
candidate, responds: "I will say that 
f insist on what the whole people de-
mand, viz. Severe retrenchment and 
strict economy in every department 
of the government. 

E. G. Mattison, candidate for Rep-
resentative Iroiu same county, gives 
his unqualified pledge if elected "to 
use all honorable, means by my influ-
ence and votes to secure the' object 
expressed in said circular." 

D. Woodman, candidate for the 
lower house, in Van Buren county, 
answers: "I am decidedly of the 
opinion that no suit where the amount 
is small, should be allowed to go to 
the circuit court. I believe all such 
cases, if appealed, should be settled 
by arbitration, or submitted to a new 
jury before anther justice." 

Mr. Robertson, lrom the same 
county, endorses the demand for this 
reform. 

J. E. Furgeson, of same county, 
responds: "I can see nothing in your 
proposition but what I could heartily 
support. If there is any way to sim-
plify and do away with much of the 
litigation and long drawn out law-
suits under our present system, I am 
in favor of it." 

The October returns to the De-
partment ot Agriculture places the 
average condition of the corn crop at 
96 per cent., or 4 per cent, less than a 
year ago. 
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We find tint up to the time of go-
ing to press the officers of the Coun-
ty Conventions held on the 15th inst., 
of the following counties, have not re-
ported the names of the delegates to 
the nevt State Grange. Those who 
have neglected so long are not likely ; 
to attend to this matter without a re- j 
winder, and « e shall expect to hear ; 
from delinquents soon It is import 
ant that the iist be made complete. 
' Delinquent Counties, Barry. Branch, 
Katon, Jackson. Lapeer, Lenawee, 
Livingston, Macomb. Montcalm. Sa.su-
naw, Tuscola 

W'n.i. Sewetaries please remember 
that reports for the quarter ending 
S pt. 3". 18T-S are the last for the cur-
rent fiscal year, which expires Nov. 
,i-},. and that it is important that all 

reports from every grange in the state 
that ha- any vitality or means to live 
in the luture should be received 
previous to that date. We ex-
pert that the Master of the Mate 
«¡range will carefully examine the con-
dition" of all delinquent granges, and 
where there is apparently no good 
prospect, of the continuance of a 
o-range in a healthy condition that its 
Charier will he suspended,that we may 
know with the close of our present 
< tlic-ial term how many granges there 
are in Michigan. 

We would call the attention oi' Mas-
ters to the above and invite them to 
make inquiry and ascertain whether 
the Seer« tary of their grange is delin-
quent, as is sometimes the case. All 
Secretaries do not take the VISITOR, 
and some will not see this leminder. 
While the Masters, won fortunate, 
get something for nothing, an I should 
look after this matter to which we 
have referred. 

E. M. Ireland, of Berrien Springs, 
suggests that ail patrons who have 
winter apples to market, correspond 
with Bro. Tho. Mason, Wi South 
Water-«!.. Chicago, who wiil lie glad 
to aid all such in obtaining the best 
possible prices ior their fruit. The 
suggestion is a good one and should 
he adopted, as Bro. Mason is in a po-
sition to help those who need help 
this season of cheap fruit. And an-
other good suggestion of Bro. Ire-
land is worthy of attention. "Pu t 
apples into barrels lor shipment when 
ready to ship, and then they will go 
into market fresh and nice." 

BA.TTI.T-: CIIKEIC. S e p t . ISTS. 
Ilro. ./. T. Cobb: 

l'erhaps it may be interesting to some 
"f the readers LIT the « ¡KANCF, V I S I T O R 
in know that Battle ( reek Grange No. 
'i'i, may still be numbered with the ac-
tive (flanges of the State. 

i>ur last meeting was our first in our 
new Hall over the co-operative store. 

We conferred the second degree on 
two new members, after which a sister 
read a production on a subject given lier 
at u previous meeting, oi" " Duties of 
Matrons in the Orange." [I send it for 
publication.] Brother H. li. Hoagland 
'•hen gave a Dedicatory Address which 
was well received. 

At our next meeting Brother X. Chil-
son will read a paper «-n The best 
mode of disposing ..r our wheat crop." 
Our Grange is in a very prosperous con-
dition and we think ii has come to stay. 

Some of our members object to a part 
'•! the regalia—the Pouch—deeming it 
not attractive. We wish to refer the 
matter to you. 1» it generally worn in 
the Granges? Should the wearing of it 
be insisted on in the Grange? 

1'he apple crop in my locality—the 
southern part of the town of Einmett 
and the northern part of the town of 
-Newton I think is equal in quantity 
and better in quality than that of last 
year. 

The business of the co-operative 
store is steadily increasing, the av-
erage daily sales being from one hun-
; red and fifty to two hundred «lobars, 
the next quarterty report will show a 
larger amount of business transacted 
'nan any previous one. 

W . S . S I M O N S . 

(fommumcaUoiv, 

l e g a l i z i n g C h a m p e r t y . 

Friend J . T. Cobb: 
In the columns of the Grange VISI-

TOR for several weeks you have point-
e«l out some of the evils and defects 
oi our present Court system, but 1 
have not noticed that you have called 
the attention of the public to a most 
pernicious law, which was enacted by 
the Legislature of Michigan in 18 >7. 

This law may be found in the sec-
ond volume of the compiled laws of 
1871, in paragraph 7427, on page 
2,086, and is entitled, An act to re-
peal all existing laws and rules and 
provisions of law restricting or con-
trolling the right of a party to agree 
with an attorney, solicitor or counsel-
or for his compensation.'" 

It provides as follows: "Tha t al l ; 
existing rules or provisions of law j 
restricting or controlling the right of! 
a party to agree with.an attorney, so- j 
licitor or counselor for his compensa- j 
tion are repealed, ami hereafter the j 
measure of such compensation shall 
be left to the agreement, expressed or j 
implied, of the parties." 

This statute is the work ol lawyers, 
and was intended to exempt the mem-
bers of the legal profession from pun-
ishment for Champerty, who might be 
found guilty of that crime. By the 
common law, and I believe iti some ol 
the States by statutory enactment, it 
is made a penal offense for a lawyer 
to make the compensation for his ser-
vices in the prosecution or defense of 
a suit contingent upon the result, by 
entering into a contract with his cli-
ent to have large pay in case oi suc-
cess to be taken out of the judgement 
obtained, and to work for nothing in 
case of failure. 

A little reflection will convince any 
reasonable man, endowed with ordi-
nary understanding, of the gross im-
propriety of allowing attorneys such 
a latitude in the practice of their pro-
fession. It, is a well known fact that 
the legal profession is overstocked 
with attorneys, counselors, solicitors, 
etc., and that a large proportion of 
lawyers . to use a common but home-
ly expression, " are hard up for hast. 

Such lawyers, having but little 
practice, are ready and anxious to en-
gage their services in almost any suit 
which may be offered to them. If 
they cannot do business in a legiti-
mate and honorable way. they will of-
ten do it upon the basis of Champer-
ty, and share the plunder with their 
clients in case of success—often tak-
ing the (ion's share of the spoils, leav-
ing the poor dupes who employ them 
a miserable pittance. 1 use the word 
plunder because nearly, if not quite 
all, the suits wherein Champerty is 
practiced, "are conceived in sin, and 
brought forth in iniquity," and when 
they are successful, the judgements 
obtained are so outrageously wrong 
and iniquitous that they may well be 
termed plunder. 

Lawyers are, in the aggregate, like 
other men—no better, no worse—but 
by the repeal of all laws and regula-
tions forbidding and punishing Cham-
perty, they are often tempted to en-
gage in most wicked and disreputable 
cases. 

On the other hand, what a tempta-
tion is presented lor a quarelsome, 
vindictive, litigious man, who may-
have a controversy with his neighbor, 
to commence a law suit by contract-
ing with his attorney to give him 
a part of the " spoils," in ease he wins 
the suit, and to pay him nothing in 
case of failure. Such a man can vex 
and annoy any individual with whom 
he may have a quarrel, by instituting 
legal proceedings against him, with-

out incurring any risk of cost to 
come out of his own pocket. Law-
yers are often induced to engage in 
such cases with no reasonable pros-
pect of success, hoping to get the 
matter compromised by way of 
black-mail. That they often succeed 
in this nefarious business, there can 
be no reasonable doubt. 

Perhaps there is no positive proof 
that Champerty has been practiced in 
any suits instituted in Kalamazoo 
County, but a large number of the 
people who know something of the 
facts and circumstances verily believe 
that there have been a number of 
such cases; and among the number 
the Asylum case (Newcomer vs. Dr. 
Van Deusen) is the most prominent, 
and is most likely to result in the 
most deleterious consequences by 
creating unfonuded suspicions and 
distrust among the people all over the 
State as to the maimer in which the 
Asylum is conducted, so far as skill, 
kindness and humanity are taken into 
account. People who have friends 
in the institution will, of course, feel 
uneasy, if they draw their conclu-
sions from the result of that suit. 

The Patterson Will ease—there are 
strong suspicious—should be num. 
herd in the same category. Certain 
it is. that the attorneys in the case got 
all the land in dispute, or the pay for 
it, and the parties interested had to 
foot large bills of costs besides. 

The case against Drs. Hitchcock 
ami Still well for malpractice is anoth-
er of the same sort, or at least, so 
people believe. 

The action of the Continental Im-
provement Company commenced 
against the Township of Kalamazoo, 
to recover pay for bonds never issued, 
it is believed, originated in the office 
of a prominent law firm in Grand 
Rapids, and was instituted to induce 
or coerce the Township to pay a large 

j sum by way ot compromise and set-
! tlement, the avails ot the enterprise 
to be deposited in the pockets ot cer-
tain lawyers who ought to be ashamed 

; of the operation. It was designed 
I for a hit/ speculation; how large a sum 
| will ultimately be realized, the final 
| sequel will show. The people of Kal-
! amazoo cherish a hope that the profits 
I accruing to the enterprising attorneys 
] will not make them independent for 

the remainder of their lives, 
j Numerous suits of a like character 
; probably might be named, but the 
j above-named cases arc the most noted 
land conspicuous. i! this is the ex-
! perience of Kalamazoo County in re-

lation to this maxter, it is more than 
probable that many other counties in 
the State, if not all. have-had a. simi-

: lar experience 
It is quite likely that if there had 

been a statutory enactment prohibit-
ing Champerty, with severe penalties, 
the trouble, cost and mischief of these 
suits, or at least most of them, would 
have been avoided. 

It is now more than eleven years 
! since this crime was made legal in 
Michigan. Is it not high time that 

1 such a disgraceful law should be 
stricken from the statutes? Let the 
people move vigorously in this mat-
ter, and the next Legislature will 
obey their will in all probability. 

I "may add in conclusion that near-
ly all good lawyers who are upright, 
honorable men, and are doing a res-
pectable and ligitimate legal business, 
are in favor of the repeal of this law. 

S. H. 

Railroad Passes for Legislators. 

One thing more that Senators and 
Representatives in the State Legisla-
ture ought to pledge. It is this: 
That they will not accept a free pass 
from a Railroad Co., and that they 
wonld urge their influence to have a 

law passed prohibiting members of 
the Legislature from accepting then-
free passes. There is an enormous 
evil in this, and it should be correct-
ed. 

A few years ago the writer was 
rooming with a prominent member 
of our State Legislature. The mem 
ber had been supplied with annual 
passes over most of the roads of the 
State, but one very important road 
had not sent any passes to the mem-
bers. The gentleman waited on the 
representative of the road and asked 
for a pass for himself and a few other 
members directly interested in riding 
over this road. The representative 
of the railroad replied that his com-
pany " had no axes to grind thi< win-
ter, and hence they would issue no 
passes to members of the Legislature." 
So my friend returned without the 
passes and reported the exact words 
of the railroad man. 

Brother farmers, are we all wing 
our representatives to sharpen tin-
railroad axes in payment for their 
passes This looks very much that 
way. Let us stop it." 1 

The (¡rangers and the Railroads. 

Charles Francis Adams. Jr., in his 
report as chairman of the Massachu-
setts Railroad commission for 1877, 
reluctantly pays the Grangers of the 
west a very high compliment fur the 
stand they took against the enormous 
monopolies, and unjust assumption of 
power by the Railroads a few years 
ago. Mr Adams says " of the Grang-
er episode, little needs now be said 
that it did not originate without, cause 
has already been pointed out. It i-
•juiie safe to go further, and say that 
the movement was a necessary one, 
and through its results have made a 
solution of the railroad problem possi-
ble in this country. 'At the time the 
movement took shape, the railroad 
corporations were assuming a posi-
tion that could not be tolerated.'' 

'• The Granger violence was there-
fore needful to clear the ground. 
This it did, and it did it in a way far 
from creditable to those who called 
themselves Grangers." It is incom-
prehensible to me why Mr. Adams 
uses the term of the Granger vio-
lence," for he admits that the (¿rang 
er legislation was sustained by the 
court of last resort , and he adds: 
" That nothing short of it would ap-
parent'}- have sufficed io force them 
out of their position of stupid light 
ing defiance.'" Does Mr. Adams 
know, does any body know of a single 
case where the Grangers used violence 
to accomplish this which he admits a 
great and a needed public good. My 
own recollection is, and I think it is a 
matter of history when impartially 
written, that it was accomplished at 
the ballot box, in the halls of legisla-
tion and at the judicial bench : what 
better way have the American people 
of redressing a wrong, and wny 
should a distinguished citizen style 
this violence 2" Mr Adams has a 
reputation as a railroad writer second 
to none in the country, and the 
strong language he uses in one part 
of his report in commendation of the 
Grangers' action in this ma ter. en-
tirely neutralizes the force of hi- in 
sinuated violence in another part. 

But Mr. Adams is not only a writer 
of great reputation, L'Ut he is said to be 
a large railroad stock-holder and iden-
tified to some extent with railroad 
management, and it no doubt seems 
to him a necessity, after awarding to 
the Grangers this merited meed of 
praise, to appease, in some degree, 
the wounded pride of the vanquished 
railroad magnates, by the consolation 
that it had beeu accomplished by 
Granger violence. C. 

O K I O N , O c t . , 1 8 7 8 . 


