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THIS FARM FOR SALE.”
«For sale ?” yes, that’s the word, stranger,
I'm kind o’ put to it, you see,
Or, rather more plainly ‘in speech, sir,
A mortgage is closing on me.

T've put up a notice conspicuous,
And sent a few lines to the press,
That the home where I’ve raised up the chil-
dren
Shall go for its value or less.

In a thughtless and ill-fated moment,

I borrowed some funds, don't you see,
And gave as security perfect,

This mortgage that now worries me.

1 thought at the time when I borrowed,
That all would come right in the end,

But T failed to provide for the future—
I borrowed the money to spend.

And times have grown harder and harder,
Each year only makes matters worse,

The debt has grown larger and larger,
While lanker and leaner my purse.

The day that T borrowed the money,
Aund made out the papers at town,
Signed, sealed and delivered, recorded,
Both signatures fairly wrote down ;

Oh, bother the day and the money !
1 don’t like to talk of it now,

For with it my many misfortunes
Seem strangely connected somehow.

Like slow-moving sand in the hour-glass,
My substance has filtered away,

A cancer that knaws at my vitals -
The instrument signed on that day.

Yes, stranger, the farm is for sale, sir,
Just fix on the figures yourself;

Only see that the mortgage is covered —
1 want that thing laid on the shelf.

The bulidings, the fences, improvements,
Have all been the work of my hands;

1 hate now to break up and leave them,
But I foolishly mortgaged my lands.

The paper’s as firm and as binding
As any good lawyer could draw,

The time is fast closing about me,
So mention your price and I'll go.

We'll not higgle long as to terms, sir,
The money’s not coming to me;
Just drop in and cancel those papers
And see that I'm perfectly free.

Then move right along to possession,
1’1l pull up my stakes and go West,
And try to grow up with the country—
I think this arrangement the best.

Worthy Sec’y Cobb :
The next regular quarterly meeting of
St. Joseph County Pomona Grange,
No. 4, will be on the second Thursday
of October, at the hall of Centerville
Grange, in the village of Centerville.
All members of the Order are cordially
invited. W. G. LELAND, Sec.

SR e e
We would call attention to the adver-
tisement on our last page of the Colvin
Bee-Hive. It isnow in general use in
this section of the State. Gentlemen
who endorse it are old reliable citizens
here, and would not commend any coun-
trivance that was not of special merit.
Arawo, Sept. 24th, I878.
Me. L. F. Cox:

This is to certify that I have taken five full
cases of honey off from one Colvin Excelsior
Hive, weighing one hundred and fifty pounds.
No comb was given them. F. W.CHAMBERS.
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GEXNERAL NOTICE.

The following Granges are cntitled
to representation in the County and
District (onventions to be held on the
15th of Oct., 1878, by virtue of Sec.
1, Article 3, of By-Laws of Michi~
gan, State Grange as appears by the
accounts of the several Surberdinate
Granges of this jurisdiction on the
25th of September.

Any Grange not included in this
list, whose secretary shall report and
pay dues after this 25th of Septem-
ber, whose Representatives duly elec-
ted show a receipt for such dues,
signed by me for quarter ending
March, 31st 1878; on which receipt
is endorsed, “Entitled to Representa-
tion,” should be allowed to partici-
pate in the work of the convention.

Allegan—3 Rep. Nos. 37, 53, 154,
238, 247, 248, 271, 206, 338, 339, 364, 300,
407, 461, 520.

Barry—3 Rep. Nos. 388, 55, 103,
127, 128, 144, 145, 243, 256, 424, 425, 472,
590.

Berrien—3 Rep. Nos. 1 , 40, 41,

3112088, 194,

3, 46, 80, 81, 84, 104, 122,

Branch—2 Rep.
156,837, 152, 21%, 261,
Calthoun—2 Rep. Nc
96, 129, 130, 143, 200, 292.
Cass—1 Rep. Nos. 42, 47, 125, 162,
176, 427.

Clinton—2 Rep.

Nos. 88, 91, 95,
E 400.

.65, 66,83, 85,

Nos. 140, 202, 225,

Haton—2 Rep. Nos. 67, 134, 260, 301
315, 361, 619, 625.

Qenesce— 1 Rep. Nos. 118, 126,
250, 386, 387.

Gratiot—2 Rep. Nos. 307, 810, 391,
394, 514, 521, 529, 553, 583.

Hillsdale—3 Rep. Nos. 74, 78, 106,

107,108, 133, 183, 251, 269, 273, 274, 285,
286, 568.

Ingham—2 Rep. Nos.7, 54, 115, 189,
235, 262, 289, 322, 347, 540.

Ionia—3 Rep. Nos. 153, 163, 168,
174, 175, 185, 186, 190, 191, 192, 270, 272
281, 325, 422, 430.

Jackson—2 Rep.
155, 227, 321, 344, 402.

Kalamazoo—2 Rep. Nos. 3, 8, 11,
16, 18, 21, 24, 49, 61, 72, 171 203

Kent—5 Rep. Nos. 19, 31, 89, 63, 64,
73,110, 113, 170, 219, 220, 221, & 5
316, 337, 340, 348, 850, 353,
564, 634,

Lapeer—1 Rep. Nos. 246, 455, 5
592,

Lenawee—2 Rep. Nos. 167, 212, 213,
211, 276, 278, 279, 287, 293, 383, 384, 438.

Livingston—1 Rep. Nos. 6, 57,79, 90,
114, 336.

Nos. 2, 28, 45, 147,

Macomb—1 Rep. Nos. 403, 414, 449,
623, 637.

Mecosta—1 Rep. Nos. 362, 474, 475,
517, 518.

Montcalm—]1 Rep. Nos. 318, 436,

437, 440, 441, 530.

Newaygo—1 Rep. Nos. 494, 495, 511,
544, 545, 613,

Oalkland—3 Rep.
267, 275, 583, 423, 328, 335, 377, 395,
443, 452,

Osceola—1 Rep. Nos. 363, 470,
628, 629.

St. Clair—1 Rep. Nos. 404; 462, 463,
480, 481, 491, 528.

St. Joseph—1 Rep.
199, 237, 267, 291.

Saginaw—1 Rep. Nos. 326, 464, 574.

Shiawassee—2 Rep. os. 160, 180,
238, 229, 952, 287, 388, 606.

Tuscola—1 Rep. Nos. 513, 548, 562,
582, 589.

Van Buren—3 Rep. Nos. 10, 23, 26,
32,60, 72, 89, 157, 158, 159,, 172, 218, 230,
346, 355, 485, 610.

Nos. 141, 253, 259,
108,

616,

Nos. 22, 76, 178,

Wayne—2 Rep. Nos. 232, 263, 268,
298, 331, 467, 368, 618, 636.

For the purpose of Representa-
tion as provided in said Section
1, Article 3 the following counties
are formed into Representative dis-
tricts. And I would recommend
that the several conventions for these
Representative Districts be held at
the County seat of the County,bhaving
the largest number of Granges enti-
tled to representation.

First District—1 Rep.

Grand Traverse—Nos. 379, 624
Antrim—No., 470.

Second District—1 Rep.
Leelanaw—Nos. 374, 375, 330,
Benzie—Nos. 381, 503.

Third District—1 Rep.
Manistee—Nos. 556
Wexford—

Fourth District—2 Rep.

Oceana—Nos. 303, 401, 406, 400, 497,
630.
Mason—Nos, 415, 499,

Fifth District—1 Rep.

Ottawa—Nos. 30, 201, 313, 421, 458,
Muskegon—Nos. 372, 373.

Sixth District—1 Rep.

Bay—Nos. 597, 614, 635.
Midlgnd—No. 603.

Seventh District—1 Rep.
Sanilac—Nos. 417, 482,
Huron—Nos. 602,

7,580, 581,

J. T. CoBB,
Acting Master and Secretary of the
Mich. State Grange.
Gasoline as a Disenfectant,
Mr. Thomas Taylor, microscopist
to the Washington Agricultural Bu-

asa disinfectant of general application,
remarkably effective and yet cheap.
Applied to the germs of fungi or other
cryptogamic plan ts,gasoline,he says,in-
stantly destroys them,although it fails
to deoderize gases. Being a solvent of
oils and fats it destroys animal germs,
and fatty degeneration gives way to it.
It may be employed in full strength to
wash delicate and tender plants and
sores without producing pain. It is
wholly devoid of the caustic principal;
even when applied to the tongue it pro-
duces no disagreeable sensation. A sin-
gle drop applied to any insect will kill
it; and evenits vapors havea most de-
structive effect on the lower forms of
animal life. When gasoline is ap-
plied to a wound or to any delicate
part of the body, on evaporation it
produces the sensation of cold follow-
ed soon after by a sensation of heat.
Of course all experiments should be
made in the absense of artificial light,
asit is a very explosive gas. Mail
matter supposed to be infected can
be thoroughly disinfected by the ap-
plication of gasoline, either by im-
mersion or by sponging the surfaces.
It penetrates with lightning rapidity
all porous substances, such as leather,
gloves, bank notes, ribbong, dress
goods, silk, cotton and linen, evapor-
ating in a few minutes without in-
jury to the goods.

There are two periods when Con-
ess does no business. One is be-

Washtenaw—2 Nos. 51, 56,

roal.
W.F. PAKB!ONS, Prest.

augTd&w,till,nove alamazoo, Mich,

Rep.
59, 92, 239, 329, 851, 369, 476, 631.

fore the holidays and the other after.

reau, points out the value of gasoline .

3

et T

i3 fiew

i :
!

-

LR

e




]

2

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

gaste;:'s @:parﬂunﬁ.

J.J. WOODMAN, - - - PAWPAW

OUR EUROPEAN LETTER.

A Trip through Holland and Belgium,
—Notes by the Way.

Paris, Sept., 2nd 1878.

My last letter to the Visiror, was
dated at Cologne, Germany. From
that place we went by rail through a
pleasant country, down the valley of
the Rhine to Emmerich, and then
passed into the land of the Dutch,
whose history and characteristics are
so well known to our people. There
is more real enterprise among the far-
mers of Holland than of any other
country I have visited. It is won-
derful to contemplate, that this beau-
titul rich country, dotted with farm
houses, and variegated with fields of
golden grain, green meadows and pas-
tures, in which thousands of cattle
can be seen from a single point, was
once the realm of the sea, over which
its billows rolled and danced. The
waters were divided by huge embank-
ments, reared by the skill and perse-
verance of man; and elevated water
courses constructed, into which the
captive waters were lifted, and turned
back to mingle with the ever rolling
billows of the deep, deep ocean. Drain-
age is kept up by means of numerous
wind and steam pumps, which elevate
the water from the ditches, and into
the canals which carry it off. Am-
sterdam, the great Dutch metropolis,
is the largest, wealthiest and most
populous city of Holland. It is situa-
ted on an arm of the Zuider Zee Sea,
called the Ij, and its streets several
feet below the water level, are protec-
ted from inundation by huge embank-
ments of earth upon the water side,
and its immense fortifications, consist-
ing of an outer ditch 80 feet wide and
a strong high brick wall, or rampart,
with twenty bastions, supporting the
heavy earth works upon the land side.
In the old portion of the city, build-
ings stand with the gables toward the
narrow streets, and the foundations
(placed upon piling) have settled so as
to cause them to lean considerably
over the streets. In the newer por-
tion the streets are wide and the build-
ings of amodern type, and well con-
structed. There are many fine build-
ings in the city, of which the King’s
palace seems to attract most attention.
It is simply a massive stone mansion,
and would seem to be large enough
to accommodate all the crowned heads
of Europe. There are four main ca-
nals running parallel with each other
through the city, intersected by a
great number of smaller ones, divid-
ing the city into almost innumerable
islands, connected by draw bridges.
Among the most interesting and im-
portant of its manufactures, is the
diamond cutting establishment of Mr.
Koster, who constantly employs 400
people in this intricate and interesting
labor. The numerous difficulties and
precautions, the profound knowledge,
skill, and patience required to realize
upon the enormous capital engaged
in this most singular trade, have kept
the preparation and transformation of
rough diamonds in few hands, and it
is said that one half of all the dia-
monds annually imported into Eu-
rope from Brazil, are cut and polished
at this establishment. One of the
most peculiar characteristics of the
people is to be seen in the head dress-
es of the ladies. Bands of gold several
inches wide encircle the back part of
the head covering the ears, with the
ends lying flat upon the cheeks, to

jewlery ; and sometimes from the up-
er rounded corners projects a spiral
coil, resembling in shape, the horns
of a certainanimal of the bovine specie.
Tt is said that the Dutch peasant girl,
frequently carries her dowry on her
head.
THE HAGUE,

One hour and a half by rail through
the same low flat country. drained
principally by wind mill pumps,
brought us to the beautiful city of the
Hague. It is said that about six cen-
turies ago the Counts of Holland
built themselves a hunting seat near
the sea shore, and from the hedge
(Hage) surrounding the park, the
village took its name. The city now
contains a population of 80,000, and
is generally considered to be the
prettiest and pleasantest place in Hol-
land. Its streets are broad and clean,
with handsome shops and elegant and
expensive residences, with pleasant
roads and surroundings. It hasa fine
park, a royal residence; and is the
headquarters of the government.
About three miles from the Hague is
Scheveningen, a fashionable Dutch
bathing place, where thousands of
people rusticate by the sea side. The
sight was a novel one. Groups of
tents and covered chairs, people prom-
enading upon the beach, children
playing in the sand, long rows of
dressing wagons standing along the
water edge, and scores of men, wo-
men and children, with thinly clad
bodies and denuded extremities, run-
ing, splashing and frolicking in the
surf, all combined to make up a scene
both picturesque and amusing.

Leaving the Hague we took the train
for the great maritime city of Rotter-
dam and passed througha very fine
country, well sprinkled with villas
and gardens, and rural hamlets. Rot-
terdam, has a population of about 120,
000, with a very large commercial in-
terest. Like Amsterdam it is a town
of water avenues, and silent highways.
Its streets are lined with boats and
ships of every discription. Our next
stopping place was the city of Ant-
werp. As Michigan has a township
by that name, the following legend of
the origin of the name, may be inter-
esting to the readers of the Visitor.
The story is as follows: A giant by
the name of Antizone lived on the
bank of the Schelds,and levied tolls on
all who passed. If they refused to
pay, he cut off their heads and threw
them into the river; and from the two
Flemish words, @nif, a hand, and
weeping, to throw, came the name
« Antwerp.” The history of Antwerp
is one of vicisitudes. In the 15th
century it was the first commercial
city in Europe, when 5,000 merchants
met daily on its exchange, and 2,500
vessels lay anchored at one time in
its harbor. It was captured by the
Spaniards in 1585, which nearly de-
stroyed its commerce, and subsequent
wars, treaties, and changes in govern-
ment, retarded its prosperity until the
separation of Belgium from Holland
in 1832, Since that time the com-
merce has gradually revived, and it is
now the commercial metropolis of Bel-
gium. The city has an old cathedral,
many fine churches and buildings; and
other interesting features. We had a
desire to visit Westmalle, and see a
company of living Trappists, but time
would not permit. There reside the
Monks of La Trappe,who are engaged
in agriculture, and have rescued an
estate of 400 acres from the wilder-
ness. The following from “Bell’s way-
side Pictures,” will illustrate some of
the characteristics of this strange
people:

“The traveler may whisper in the
ear of the porterjon entering,but in the
interior speech is interdicted. He will

which are suspended heavy and rich

here have the satisfaction of seeing

36 monks,dressed in coarse sack-cloth
confined round the waist by a rope,
without a shred of linen beneath.
Agreeable to the stern rules of the
order, they shave their heads, and let
their beards grow, sleep upon naked
boards, and live upon an unvarying
diet of bread, sour milk and vegeta-
bles; all other nourishing resources,
animal food, fish, eggs, and even fresh
butter are forbidden. They maintain
an absolute silence, and from the time
they enter the convent to the mo-
ment ot their death, they never utter
a single word. If any body ventures
to address one of them, he will in-
stantly cover his head with his cowl
and move away. These dumb monks
are indefatigable agriculturists,
and their sole occupation consists in
grubbing up the heath and digging
their graves”. In the garden is al-
ways an open grave for the next who
dies.
BRUSSELS.

Leaving Antwerp with many re-
grets that our stay could not be lon-
ger, we soon reached Brussels the
charming Capital of Belgium. It is
called the little Paris, and truly it
more resembles Paris than any other
city we have visited, with its broad
clear avenues, and boulevardslined
with beautiful trees, its Royal Palace,
stately mansions, fine shops, lovely
gardens and parks, and grand old
churches and city hall, which have
stood the wear of centuries. Brussels
is celebrated for its extensive manu-
facturies of lace,and it is interesting to
visit these institutions, and see the
rows of females sit in silence, with
their lace pillow and pattern before
them, dextriously handling several
hundred bobbins in weaving the deli-
cate fabric. These women reccive
about 20 cents a day for their labor,
some who have become experts, work
by the piece and make more. The
most interesting features of Brussels
and Belgium, to the tourist, center
around the places made historic by
the incidents of the battle of Water-
loo. We first visited the hall, where
Lord Wellington’s ball (given by the
Duchess of Richmond,) was held the
night before the battle, which is so
graphically described by Byron,in the
magnificent stanzas, commencing with
the familiar lines:

“There was a sound of revelry by night,

And Belgium’s capitol had gathered there

Her beauty and her chivalry.”

It will be recollected, that it was
the roar of distant cannon, heard
amidst the hilarities of that ball, that
first apprised Wellington,and the peo-
ple of Brussels, of the approach of the
French arms; and of Bonapart’s attack
upon the allied forces at Waterloo.
The pleasures and festivities of that
gay party were suddenly changed to
the deepest distress and consterna-
tion.

“Ah! then and there was hurrying to and fro,

And gathering teurs, and tremblings of distress,

And cheeks all pale, which but an hour ago

Blushed at the praise of their own lovliness;

And there were certain partings, such as press

the life f}-]omout young hearts, and choking
sighs

‘Which ne're might be repeated.

And there was mounting in hot haste; the steed

The mustering squadron, and the clattering car

‘Went pouring forwaid with impetuous speed,

And swiftly forming in the ranks of war;

And the deep thunder, peal on peal afar,

And near, the beat of the alarming drum

Roused up the soldiers ere the morning star:

‘While thronged the citizens with terror dumb,

Or whispering with white lips—the foe! they
come! they come!”

The battle-field fs fifteen miles from
the city, in the midst of the most
delightful country. The field has a
beautiful undulating surface, divided
into farms. and fields by numerous
highways, driveways, thorn hedges
and lines indicated by the different
growing crops. On the eminence

where the centre of the allied armies

rested, has been raised a mound of
earth 200 feet highand 1700 feet in
circumference,on the summit of which
| stands, on a high pedestal, an immense
bronze lion, said to weigh 48,000 lbs,
From the top of this mound, reached
by 225 stone steps, the field can be
| seen to good advantage; and the.
houses where Napoleon and Welling-
ton had their headquarters, and many
spots made picturesque by desperate
fighting, and incidents of the great
battle, which decided the tate of Eu-
| rope, were pointed out by the guide.
All over the field men and women,
| were engaged in the quiet pursuits of
| farm life.

From Brussels to Paris, we passed
through an excellent farming country,
| with numerous groves of timber, and
‘ some exteusive forests.

THE EXPOSITION.

On our return from a trip so full or
enjoyment, we found the interest in
| the Exposition seemed to be on the
increase, and thousands are now tlock-
ing to Paris to witness the great show.
Hotels and bearding houses are filled,
and proprietors are rejoicing. Since
the harvest has been secured,
valuable additions have been made to
the agricultural exhibits of France,
but nothing on exhibition can equal
the white wheat exhibited from Ore-
gon, which was awarded a gold med-
al. In all the trials, of agricultural
implements and farm machinery,where
our manufacturers have competed,
they have taken the first awards.

Gale of Albion,took a gold and silver
medal on his plows,the highest awards
given. The exhibition of horses has
just opened with 1,036 horses on the
ground, of which 176 are from France,
56 from Austria and Hungary, 66 from
England, 89 from Belgium, 27 from
Russia, 10 from Italy, 8 from Den-
mark and 4 from Holland. In the
French section is one Hamiltonean,
imported from the United States, the
only American horse that I have found
{ on exhibition, I have not yet exam-
ined the different races with sufticient
care to be able to speak understand-
ingly of their merits. The horse rode
by the commander of the Russian ar-
my in Turkey is on exhibition; and
his illustrious cwner,—Grand Duke
Nicholas, is announeed to be on the
ground in person on the 4th inst.

Cast a Line for Yourself.

A young man stood watching some
anglers on a bridge. Ile was poor
and dejected. At last approaching a
basket filled with fine looking fish he
sighed :

“If now I had these I would e
happy. I could sell them at a fair
price and buy me food and lodging.”

“I will give you just as many and
just as good fish” said the owner,who
chanced to hear his words, “if you
will do me a trfling favor.”

“What is that?” asked the other.

“QOnly to tend this line till I come
back,I wish to go on a short errand.”

The proposal was gladly accepted.
The old man was gone so long that
the young man began to be impatient.
Meanwhile the hungry fish snapped
greedily at the baited hook, and the
young man lost all his depression
in the excitement of pulling them in,
and when the owner of the basket re-
turned he had caught a large nnmber,
Counting out from them as many 38
were in the basket, and presenting
them to the young man the old fish-
erman said:

I fulfill my promise to you from
the fish you have caught to teach yot
whenever you see others earning what
you need, to waste no time in fruit-
lessly wishing, but cast a line for
yourself.”

]
}
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We often hear farmers speak of sav-
ing manure to put on wheat, and it is
probably as good use as can be made
of it, provided always, that the saving
is accomplished without to much loss
of labor and value. This saving, or
perhaps, more properly, summering
of manure before using it, is conduct-
ed differently, according to the no-
tions or necessities of those who man-
age it. Perhaps the majority of far-
mers allow it to stay in the yard and
save itself, without any expense for
care or handling. There, are doubt-
less, situations in which the waste by
this plan is as small,all things consid-
ered, as by any other method. In
other cases it is spread over too much
surface, exposed to sun and rains in
snch a manner that the loss is large.
Many pile their manure, either in the
yard, or draw it out and make large
feaps wherever seems most conven-
ient. This method may be managed
so us to make the waste small, except
for labor, or so as to ruin the whole.
Where help is abusdant, and muck |
and other materials can be mixed |
with the manure in the piles, the loss
is reduced to a small per cent., and
the quantity may be so increased
without detriment to the value of any
given amount, as to more than pay
the expense of effecting the saving.
To run a maniire heap safely and pro-
titably through the summer, is one of
the fine arts connected with the cul-
tivation of the soil. During the last
winter and spring I drew the most ot
my supply and spread it on my corn
stubble for the sake of saving it to
put on my wheat ground. The work
was done when but little else on the
farm could have been, thus effecting a
very respectable saving in that par-
ticular. The manure was not needed
for an oat crop,but being pretty coarse
and well plowed under, did not in-
jure the oats. Since the crop was ta-
ken off, the ground has been well har-
rowed both ways, after a rain, and
will be left as it is until nearly time
to sow wheat. Plowing with a joint-
er will then put the oats, and any
weeds that chance to be growing,into

“the bottom of the iurrow, while the

manure is brought to the surface in
good condition to benefit the wheat.
On land that was liable to become
hard and difficult to plow, I should
not venture to delay that operation,
but should plow whenever the ground
was wet enough. I can certainly save
labor, and I think prevent waste of
the manure, by not plowing till about
sowing time. I know a few farmers
who, when summer-fallowing was
more common than now, were in the
habit of plowing their manure under
with the grass when breaking up, and
leaving it there until time to cross-
plow and sow the land with wheat.
Those farmers still continue to raise
good crops of wheat and other grain,
clover geed largely included,and have
been very successful in effecting
other savings, besides of manure.
Putting manuare where it will do the
most good on wheat land is very im-
portant, as regards the future useful-
ness of the field One of the most
costly mistakes made by farmers is to
seed down land that is in an exhaust-
ed condition. I was much interested
in a letter of Iliram Ketchum,presen-
to the Farmer’s Clab August 10th.
There were probably some other rea-
sons for his large wheat crop besides
the mere fact of the land being sum-
mer-fallowed, The land having been
in pasture a number of years, and at
the same time getting the wash of
other land, had probably rececived
more than had been taken ftom it
The manure thus deposited together
with the old sod, were effectually
saved to put on the wheat. The for-
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mer system of buck-wheat and oats
had taken two grain crops from the
land, whereas only one was attempt-
ed in the case of wheat. The diagon-
al furrows, if they were needed would
also be beneficial. “Heavy and re-
tentive soils”are often better adapted
to wheat than to any other crop ex-
cept grass. I think too,judging from
the narrative, that his success may be
partially due to the fact that he did
not more than half summer-fallow the
piece, according to Secretary Arm-
strong’s strict interpretation of the
term. ITad the land been plowed
three or four times, the thistles all
killed, the vegetable matter all pul-
verized* dissolved and disseminated
or covered too deeply,the wheat might
have been better than it was; but the
probabilities are against it. Ilis ex-
perience that *‘big growths of clover
and other crops have done more than
any thing else in killing thistles,” co-
insides with mine. I have generally
been very successful in raising good
wheat when I have turned a good sod
under early in the spring, taken off a
crop off oats and then turned the re-
mains of the sod up for the benefit of
the wheat. It is always poor policy
to attempt three grain crops with only
manure enough for two, or two when
but one should be expected, a suffi-
cient allowance for the grass crop to
follow. Ilow to make, save and ap-
ply manures, appears to be the quint-
essence of successful farming.—“C,”
in ITlusbandman.

Five Minutes.

At the commencement at Charlier
Institute, Dr. S. Ireneus Prime spoke
to the young men as follows:

I am invited to speak to you five
minutes, aud only five. Little can
be said, much can be done, in five
minutes. In five minutes you may
fire a city, scuttle a ship,or ruin a soul.
The error of a moment makes the
sorrow of a lite. Get that thought
well into your hearts, and my work
is done in a minute, instead of five.

Tempted to sin, remember that in
five minutes you may destroy your
good pname, fill your soul with un-
dying remorse, and bring, with sor-
row, your father’s gray hair to the
grave. Butif you can do so much

evil, so you can do a mighty sum of

good in five minutes.

You may decide to live for useful-
ness and honor. Everything hangs
on that choice, and it may be made
in five minutes.

Take care of the pence and the
pounds will take care of themselves
take care of the minutes and the hours
are safe. I iade a little book in this
way; in the breakfast room were pen,
and ink, and paper, and if, when the
hour for breakfast came all was not
ready, I wrote a few words or lines as
time allowed. The book was finished,
and it had been published scarcely a
week before I heard it had saved a
soul; it has saved many since. It did
not cost me one minute that would
have been used for anything else.

Five minutes in the morning, and
as many in the evening, will make
you the master of a new language in
two or three years. Before you are
of middle age you may speak all the
modern tongues, if you will but im-
prove the minutes of the years now
flying by.

Minutes are more than jewels: they
are “the stuff that life is made of”
they are diamond stepping stones to
wisdom, usefulness and wealth; the
ladder to heaven.

It will not take five minutes to do
a good deed, and one a day will ma}{e
a life of honor and usefulness, with
glory beyond

GrANGE VisiTor and Husbandman, $1.60.

Agricalture as a Profession.

The annual outpouring of thousands
of college graduates upon communi-
ties already overburdened with pro-
fessional men, says the American
Cultivator, leads the thoughtful mind
to wonder why these ambitious young
students should insist upon attempting
to become lawyers, ministers,and doc-
tors, when the ranks of these profes-
sions are already crowded to reple-
tion, and when but a small percent-
age of previous graduates have ever
reached a point where they could even
earn a living by the ocenpation of
their choice or adoption. Does it ever
occur to these young men that there are
other occupations which need the aid,
the stimulus and the example of edu-
cated men?  Does it never occur to
them that the occupation which agri-
culture presents, affords the finest op-
portunity for a display of their men-
tal powers and capacities, as well as a
reasonable certainity of material re-
wards to industry and application.

Certainly no pursuit is more use-
ful or honorable in its following than
agriculture; no profession affords such
scope for study, research, investiga-
tion or the application of scientific
principles; no calling is so compre-
hensive in its demands upon all the
faculties of mind and body; no avo-
cation is so healthful or so certain of
remuneration; no employment is so
independent, so enobling; none in
such close communion with the Au-
thor of the universe; none so free
from the harrassing anxieties, the de-
moralizing speculations, the alluring
temptations or the possible disasters
that surround other professions; none
present greater opportunities for calm
reflection, developement of self-reli-
ence and true manhood, or the culti-
vation of kindly sentiments and neigh-
borly sympathies. Why, then, if our
young men desire to be useful mem-
bers to society, men of position, influ-
ence and mental and moral attain-
ments, should they ignore the profes-
sion of agriculture? What attractive
features does this noble art lack that
other crafts possess?

The pursuit of agriculture lacks
that dazzling light of metropolitian
glare that attracts the mock millers
of inexperience and vacillating pur-
pose but to singe their wings and
check their future flight; it lacks the
offering of those grand capital prizes
in the lottery of life, which few ever
win, while the many are ruined in its
vortex; it holds out no sinecure posi-
tion of rewards without toil, of suc-
cess without effort, of preferment
without merit; it lacks that dash and
din,that excitement and suspense,that
strain of nerve and brain, hopes and
fears, wherein the speed and endur-
ance of adventurous youthare match-
ed against the grim steeds of compe-
tition, power, failure, bankruptey,fail-
ure and despair. Young man, con-
sider well the choice of occupation
that is to stamp you a success or a
failure; consider well the possibility
of your future, either as a first-class
agriculturist or as a third rate profes-
sional man! Remember that in the
cultivation of the soil there is full
scope for all your brain power and
education, all your reasonable plans
and ambitions, all your designs for
the complete developement of mind
and body.— Western Farm Journal.

The editor of the Newport Local,
admitting that the office should seek
the man and not the man the office,
wants to know -why some good fat
office doesn’t look him up. He says
his office hours are any time the office
wants to see him.

Be severe to yourself, and indul-
gent to others.

Consumption of Timber.

In pleading for the protection and
perpetuation of forests, The Lwmber-
men's 'Gazette gives some very
interesting particulars of the am-
ount of timber consumed every
year in this country. “We have
now,; it says, ¢ about 90,000 miles of
railroad; the annual consumption for
ties is 40,000,000,0r thirty years'grow-
th of75,000 acres. To fence these roads
would require at least 130,000 miles
fence, which would cost $45,000,000
to build, and take at least $15,000,000
annually to keep in repair. \We have
75,000 miles of wire, which requir-
es in its putting up 800,000 trees,
while the annual repairs must take
300,000 more. The little insignifi-
cant lucifer match consumes annual-
ly in its manufacture 300,000 cubic
feet of the finest pine. The bricks
that are annually baked require, -
000,000 cords of wood, which would
sweep the timber clean from 50,000
acres. Shoe-pegsare guite as impor-
tant an article as bricks, and to make
the required annual supply consumes
100,000 cords of fine timber, while the
manufacture of lasts and boot-trees
takes 500,000 cords of maple, beech
and birch,and about the same amount
is required for plane-stocks and the
handles of tools, The packing-boxes
made in the United States in 1874
amounted to $12,000,000,while the tim-
ber manufactured into agricultural
implements, wagons, etc.,is more than
8100,000,000. The farm and rural
fences of the country consume an im-
mense amount of lumber and timber
anncally, but as we grow older as a
nation, this consumption may, and
probably will be reduced by the more
general use of live fences or hedges.
Our consumption of timber is not only
daily on the increase, but our expor-
tation of timber is also rapidly in-
creasing. Our staves go by the mil-
lion to France annually; walnut, eak,
maple, and pine to Kngland, and spars
and docking timber to Japan.”

Economize—Organize.

Farmers have studied and practiced -
economy until they have reduced it
to a science. Where is the average
farmer’s home in which “economy” is
not the leading household word!
And yet the more assiduous the prac-
tice of economy, the greater the ne-
cessity of him thus devoted. Farmers
are slowly but surely learning that or-
ganize is a better term than economize;
they are gradually learning the neces-
sity of co-operation and the advanta-
ges of associated effort. They are at
Teast realizing that other callings and
interests are monopolizing the priv-
ilages and turning the legislation of
the country to th ir own account

If farmers desire and are really de-
termined to strengthen themselves,
let them make all government em-
ployees practice the same economy
that they themselves are obliged to
practice. And to put in motion and
continue the wheel of progress, let
them support their own institutions;
let them uphold and sustain the
Grange; liberally patronize their ag-
ricultural organ that it may in turn
be able to aid them in asserting their
power and proper position. Let them
show the same zeal in working for
themselves that they sometimes do in
following the behests of party leaders
during a political campaign, and they
will soon see the manifold advantages
to be derived from the influence they
will thus acquire.—Dirigo Rural.

Ax Iowa farmer worth $19,000,
started out four years ago to secure
legal revenge on a neighbor. The law-
yers have his all now, while he has
his revenge.—Detroit Free Press,
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fccreiarp's department.
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Officers and members of Subordinate Granges
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange.

BI,A.\i«S.
Blanks that are sent free from this office on
application are :
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-
ordinate Granges.
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-
mona Granges.

Blank applications for organizing Pomona
Granges.
Blank applications for Membership in Pomona

Granges.
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer.
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges.
Blank Certificates ofElection to County
Convention.
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to
the State (»range.
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges.
Blank Applications for Certificate of Diinit.
Blank Plaster Orders.
Blank Certificates of Incorporation.

OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

THE article of S. Il., in another col-
umn, is sound on the question which
we first presented through the VIS-
ITOR to our (jranger friends in May
last, and which has met so far
with the hearty endorsement, not
only of patrons but of men of all class-
es and professions, lawyers excepted.
For the credit of the profession we
are glad to bo able to say that several
lawyers to whom we have presented
this matter have so far concurred with
us, as to admit that it would be bet-
ter for all parties except the lawyers
to so amend our laws that no suit
could go on appeal to the circuit court
when the judgement obtained in the
justice court was less than 8100.

We are very glad to find so good
an endorsement of our views, from
"outside the gates.""

This matter is not one that special-
ly interests the patron farmer, more
than the fanner who is not a patron;
nor does it interest the farmer more
than the tax payer of any other class,
or profession, except in so far as the
farmer from the visible character of
his property bears n:ore than his
equitable share of the burden of tax-
ation.

For some years we have seen that
very many thousands of dollars were
thrown away annually in this state to
keep the judicial branch of our gov-
ernment running. And when we see
what we get “for what ice give, it
seems to me areflection upon the in-
telligence of the great mass of the
people that a system is continued
from year to year so expensive in its
operation and so unsatisfactory in its
results without any effort being made
to improve it by those who pay these
wasted thousands with a sort of reck-
less regularity.

There has been much grumbling
and dissatisfaction, but heretofore no
move made, either in the direction of
relief from the onerous burden of tax-
ation chargeable to the vicious sys-
tem which we sustain, or for securing
justice in court within a reasonable
time and at reasonable cost.

Our correspondent has truly said
that it is "much easier to pull down"
than to build up.

But now as it has come to that pass
that prudent business men are practi-
cally excluded from courts in civil
cases, it is certainly high time that
something was "pulled down," or if
left standing it should be repaired as
soon as possible. Now we have but
to awaken the public to the actual

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

condition of this matter and so inter-
est the people that they will demand
that the next Legislature shall at least
undertake the work of repair if they
have not the wisdom to "pull down"
and reconstruct, and some good re-
sults will follow. For surely all the
pettifogging that the lawyers of the
next Legislature may do cannot make
matters much worse. Any change
will be likely to be for the better.

As our friend S. Il. has suggested
we intend that every candidate for a
seat in the next Legislature shall have
an opportunity to say, whether he
will or will not do what he can if
elected, to so amend the laws of the
State that no suit can be taken on ap-
peal from the justice court to the cir-
cuit, when the judgement obtained in
the justice court is less than §100.

TO CONTRIBUTORS.

Our friends, by which we mean the
friends of the VISITOR, who, in thejin-
terest of the Order have been willing
to furnish us with communications for
the VISITOR, are becoming a little dil-
atory this dry weather.

We fear the ("cample of the Execu-
tive Committee is having a bad effect
on our old correspondents throughout
the State. To my great surprise and
regret it seems to have reached even
the Ladies Department. Now this
won't do. If men like Bro. Pray, Car-
penter, D. Woodman ancl others will
follow the lead of the Committee we
shall not express much surprise, fox-
men always have, and always will fol-
low bad examples. But our faith in
the ladies has been unbounded, and
even though they have been a little
remiss of late we have not been ready
to believe that they will fail to per-
form what they have undertaken.

What has become of T. T. M, who
led off in such a lively way last win-
ter ? And ¢ Myra"—has the work of
the season absorbed their time, their
thoughts and their interest in their
fellow Patrons, so that they can no
longer spare an hour to keep alive the

Ladies Department of the VISITOR ?
We will not enumerate others who
have heretofore done well, but shall

confidently expect, with this remind-
er, the Ladies Department will no
longer lack for a full supply.

Since writing the above wc have
received ashort article from Myra,
which appears rather short and lone-
some in that Department formerly so
well filled.

QUARTERLY REPORTS.

Secretaries, who have been postpon-
ing the work of making out their
Quarterly Reports, like the work of
repentance, " until a convenient sea-
son," will some of them discover that
by their neglect perhaps the Grange
will lose Mits representation in the
County Convention and possibly in
some instances, lose a delegate to the
State Grange. As will be seen, we
have left a door open for these delin-
quents, and hope that, even at the
eleventh hour, they will remove any
disability that their neglect may have
occasioned.

THE STATE FAIR.

Well, we were not there—wanted
to go, but had something to do every
day and could not, or thought we
could not, get away from office work.
We were favored at an early by a
friend with a complimentary ticket
which we still have, fresh, unused and
outlawed. We see that both the city
and country press have glowing ac-
counts of the exhibits and the crowds
and pronounce the Fair a grand suc-
cess, pnd we are glad of it. We only
hope it has been worth to the people
of the State more than it has cost.

ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO THE
STATE GRANGE.

As will be seen by the general no-
tice published on our first page the
County conventions lor electing del-
egates to the State Grange will be held
in the several Counties and Represen-
tative Districts on Tuesday the loth
of October.

Every Grange in the State is inter-
ested in this matter of representation,
and the recommendations of the Mas-
ter of the State Grange made last year,
we reprint, to the end that uniformity
of action may be secured and misun-
derstandings prevented.

1st. That the subordinate Granges
take action without delay, to elect
delegates to the County conventions.

2d. That unless the last County
convention fixed the place for hold-
ing this Convention it will be held at
the County seat of the County.

3d. That the Master of the Grange
at or nearest to the county seat, or
his legal representative, be requested
to provide a place for holding the Con-
vention, and make all necessary prep-
arations for the same.

4th. That the Convention assem-
ble at 10 o'clock A. M, and balloting
for representatives commence at one
o'clock P. M.

5th. That when one-tilth of the
Granges represented in a County Con-
vention demand itthe Convention
shall proceed to district the County
before an election is held.

6th. That a certificate of election,
signed by the President and Secreta-
ry of the Convention, be given to each
representative elect, and full returns
of the election, with the names and
Post Office address of each member
elected, be made forthwith to the Sec-
retary of the State Grange.

7th. That the Convention provide
for filling vacancies that may occur
from the inability of any representa-
tives to attend the State Grange, eith-
er by electing alternates or empower-
ing Representatives to appoint sub-
stitutes.

Granges that are more than two
quarters in arrears for dues will not
be entitled to representatives in the
Convention, or in the State Grange.
Hence it is of the utmost importance
that the payment of dues to the State
Grange by delinquent Grangesbe
made without delay.

The following are the By-Laws ol
the State Grange now in force in rela-
tion to membership :

ARTICLE 11I—MEMBERS.
SECTION 1, (as amended, session of
18/7.) The membership of the Michi-

%Aan State Grange shall consist of the
Aasters, or Past Masters of the Subor-
dinate Granges and their wives, who are
Matrons, who shall be chosen_ in pro-
portion to one Master to every live Sub-
ordinate Granges, or_meyor part thereof
in the County, Provided, that in Coun-
ties where there are not five Subordi-
nate Granges, or a major part thereof,
the Master and Secretary of the State
Grange shall consolidate such Counties
into Representative Districts, in such
manner as they shall deem_just to the
Counties interested, and %lve them a
lair representation in the State Grange,
rhese members shall be elected by bal-

. convention to be held on the
third luesday of October of each year
at the county seat of each county : Pro-

vided, the place of meeting was not
fixed elsewhere by avote of the last
proceeding annual convention: that

each Subordinate Grange shall have

four deledgates to said County Conven-
tion said delegates to be chosen from
A UeITT members of said Sub-

ordinate Grange to represent said Sub-
ordinate Grange in said County Con-
vention, The Convention may élect al-
StEST o T FMPOWET delegates to ap-

na
Matrons shall be considered u honora-
ry members, and shall be eligible To of-
fice but not entitled to vote

SEC. 3, Each Delegate and Officer at-

tending the State Grange shall receive
mileage at the rate of two cents per
mile for the distance traveled in goin
and returning by the nearest travele
route, and $1.50 per diem for the time
actually sg)ent at'the Grange. The Mas-
ter and Secretary of the State Gran%e
shall give such délegate an order for the
amount on the Treasurer of the State
Grange, which shall be paid attheclose
of the session.

From our former experience we can-
not too earnestly enjoin upon the
President and Secretary of County
Conventions to comply with the sixth
recommendation and sign such certifi-
cates on the day of the Convention.
If neglected at that time we have
sometimes found it difficult to.get a
list of delegates elected to the State
Grange.

The New Way of Unloading Haj.

We clip from the Ilusbandmuiu® re-
port of the proceedings of the Elmira
Farmers Club at a late meeting a let-
ter describing a little different meth-
od of unloading hay from that in gen-
eral use with Hay Fork.

We remember being shown the same
contrivance by a Mr. Pattison, a
wealthy farmer of Marengo, in this
State, two years ago last July. lie
had used it for handling a large crop
of hay the previous June and extolled
it very highly. Said he wanted no
more horse forks of any make on hi«
premises. 1 have since often thought
of that simple ‘'esling" arrangement
and wondered that every seller oi ag-
ricultural implements in the country
was not offering it forsale. | think
Mr. Hunt's letter does not give avery
clear idea of the " slings" used in
handling hay. The "sling" thatl
saw was simply a small rope a little
more than twice the length of the load
with the ends fastened together. The
first " sling” is placed on the rack
from end to end before commencing to
load, and two or three others at inter-
vals as the load is built up. For use*
bring the ends of the upper sling to-
gether and attach to the snap sheive,
hoist and deliver where wanted. 1
thought at the time this simple contri-
vance would supersede the hay fork,
and still think it will. The Patentee,
or controling parties, have not hail
characteristic Yankee push or it would
before this have occupied a large field
to the exclusion of the fork.

WATERLOO, Seneca Co., X. V.,
Aug. 2, BK
W. A. ARMSTRONG, Secretary Farm-
ers' Club:—Having seen, from time to
time, useful and 1mportant labor-saving
inventions brought to light and discuss-
ed in your Club, | beg eave to report
my experience with_the Van Sickle hay
unloader. It consists of a track, ear,
snap-sheive, and slings. The latter are
[?_Iaced in the load, either three or four,
hese are elevated in turn to the top ol
the barn, dlrectle/ over the load, whence
they move off foward the end of the
barn, where they are dumped by a trip-
cord, the hay belnﬁ left in the same
shape as it lav on the load. I put up
with it a hundred loads of alsike clover
that could be handled with advantage
by no horse-fork, and would have re-
uired the labor of a number of men to
o it by hand. On one occasion, when
the loader forgot to put in an?]/ but the
first slln]g, | thought rather than to%o
back to first principles, | would put the
whole load up, which I accomplished
by putting two teams on the rope. 1
double thé capacity of my barns by put-
ting a horse in the mow and ke_eplng
him _moving until it is entirely filje">
leaving alittle runway on one Side,
building over it as we_‘go up. | have
taken off'a large load in” four minntes-
After one becomes expert in handling
the ropes, they occasion no delay »>
loading.

For stacking, we erected three long
poles, usmg the snap-sheive aiid slings-
which worked as well as they did "
the barn, savintg much labor, and form-
ing a most perfect stack, as each los"
fell in the middle, keeping it hard so u
could not settle out of shape.

While at Mr. Wayne's farm the oili-
er day, | saw another evidence ol I»"



