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TILE G R A N G E V I S I T O R , 
Is Pub l i shed on t h e F i r s t a n d F i f t e e n t h of 

e v e r y M o n t h 

A T F I F T Y C E N T S P E R A N N U M , 
I n v a r i a b l y in A d v a n c e . 

.1. T . C O B B , - " M a n a g e r . 

To whom all c o m m u n i c a t i o n s s h o u l d bo a d -

drat ted, a t Schoo lc ra f t , Mich . 
Remi t t ances shou ld be by R e g i s t e r e d L e t t e r , 

Money Order or D r a f t . 

T o C o n t r i b u t o r s . 
As the VISITOR n o w bea r s d a t e t h e 1st a n d 

15th of each m o n t h , t o i n s u r e i n s e r t i o n i n t h e 
next issue, C o m m u n i c a t i o n s m u s t be r ece ived 
by the 10th a n d 25 th of each m o n t h . W e i n -
vite a t t en t ion to those i n t e r e s t e d t o o u r n e w 
Heading " To COBKESPONEENTS." 

R A T E S OF A D V E R T I S I N G : 
Acceptable a d v e r t i s e m e n t s i n s e r t e d a t t h e 

rate of SI.00 per s q u a r e , f o r e a c h i n s e r t i o n . 
A Libera l d i s coun t wil l be m a d e on s t a n d i n g 

adver t i sements of t h r e e m o n t h s o r m o r e . 

DW For Grange Supplies kept by the Secretary, 
see " LIST OF SUPPLIES" on eighth page. 

Off icers Nat iona l C r a n g e . 

MASTEB—S. E . A D A M S , M i n n . 
OVKBSEKR—J. J . W O O D M A N , Mich . 
LECTURER—MORT'MR W H I T E H E A D , >I J . 
STEWARD—A. J . V A U G H N . Miss. 
ASST STEWARD—WILLIAM S I M S , K a n s a s . 
CHAFLAIN-A. P . F O R S Y T H , I l l ino i s . 
TREASURER—F. M. M o D O W E L L , N . Y . 
SECRETARY—O. H . K E L L E Y , K e n t u c k y . 
ITATE-KEEPER—0. D I N W I D D I E , I n d i a n a . 
CERES—MRS. S. E . A D A M S , M i n n e s o t a . 
POMONA—MRS. J . J . W O O D M A N , M i c h i g a n . 
FLORA—MRS. J AS. T . M O O R E . M a r y l a n d . 
LADY ASSTISTANT STEWARD—MISS C A R R I E A . 

H A L L , K e n t u c k y . 

Off icers M i c h i g a n State C r a n g e . 

M . - J . J . W O O D M A N , 
O . - P . W . A D A M S , 
L.—C. L. W H I T N E Y , 
S . - H . F L E M I N G , 
A. S . - W . H . M A T T I S O N , 

P a w l ' a w . 
- T e c u m s e h . 

M u s k e g o n . 
P o n t i a c . 

I o n i a . 
C — S A L M O N S T E E L , B e a r L a k e , M a n i s ' e C o 
T . - S . F . B R O W N , - - S c h o o l c r a f t . 
S K C . - J . T . C O B B , " 
(J. K.—A. N . W O O D R U F F . - W a t e r v l i e t . 
CERES.—MRS. C. L . W H I T N E Y , M u s k e g o n . 
POMONA—MRS. W . T . A D A M S , G r a n d R a p i d s . 
FLOP.A—MRS. J . J . W O O D M A N , P a w P a w . 
L. A. S . - M R S . W . H . M A T T I S O N , I o n i a . 

Execut ive C o m m i t t e e 

F . M. H O L L O W A Y , C h a i r m a n , - H i l l s d a l e . 
J . W E B S T E R C H I L D S , - - - Y p s i l a n t i . 
GEO. W . W O O D W A R D , S h e l b y , O c e a n a Co. 
C . G . L U C E , - - G i l e a d , B r a n c h Co. 
W E S T B R O O K D I V I N E , B e l d i n g , I o n i a Co . 
T H O M A S M A R S . B e r r i e n C e n t e r , B e r r i e n Co. 
WM. S A T T E R L E E , B i r m i n g h a m , O a k l a n d Co. 
J . J . W O O D M A N , J . T . C O B B , - E x . Officio. 

State B u s i n e s s A g e n t s . 
M. C H I D E S T E R , - - - D e t r o i t . 

J . H . G A R D N E R , Cen t rev i l l e , S t . J o s e p h Co. 

G e n e r a l D e p u t y . 

C. L. W H I T N E Y , - - - M u s k e g o n . 

Spec ia l L e c t u r e r s . 

K. F., T r o w b r i d g e , L a n s i n g . 
Thos. F . Moore , A d r i a n L e n a w e e Co 
Geo. W , W o o d w a r d . . S h e l b y , O c e a n a Co 
Samuel L a u g d o n , . . B o w e n S t a t i o n , . . . K e n t Co 
E. C. H e r r i n g t o u , . . . F o u r T o w n s , . . O a k l a n d Co 
M. L. S tevens , P e r r v . . . . S h i a w a s s e e Co 
L. R . B r o w n , . . . . R a w s o n v i l l e , . . W a s h t e n a w Co 
Andrew C a m p b e l l , . . Y p s i l a n t i , . . " " 
Mrs. S a l m o n S t e e l e , . . B e a r L a k e , . . M a n i s t e e Co 

F r o m t h e F a r m e r ' s F r i e n d . 

T H E L I F E O K T H E E A R M . 

BY S E T H T . WALTON". 

W i t h t h e l i fe of t h e f a r m t h e r e c a n n o t h i n g 
c o m p a r e ; . . 

W i t h i t ' s m y s t i c a l w o n d e r s of e a r t h a n d of a i r — 
W i t h i t s s e a s o n s t h a t come , a n d d e p a r t in t h e i r 

t u r n . 
A n d e a c h w i t h a lesson of p r o f i t t o l e a r n . 

I u t h e s p r i n g is t h e o p e n i n g of b u d , a n d of 
b l o o m . 

A n d t h e a i r is t h e n l a d e n w i t h richest p e r f u m e . 
W h i l e t h e b i r d s in r e t u r n i n g t o g a r d e n a n d 

l a w n , 
W i t h t h e i r c h o r u s a w a k e n t h e f a r m e r a t d a w n . 

T h e g r o u n d i t i s b r o k e n w i t h h a r r o w a n d 

B y t h e to i l ' of h i s h a n d a n d t h e s w e a t of h is 

A n d t h e f a r m e r i n p l a n t i n g h a s f a i t h t h a t t h e 
seed 

W i l l s p r i n g f r o m i ts e a r t l i . b c d a n d r i p e n t o r 
need . 

I n t h e s u m m e r all n a t u r e is f a i r t o b e h o l d 
I n i t s g lo r ious v e s t u r e of g r een a n d of go ld . 
T h e f o r e s t s a r e c l ad in t h e g r e e n of t h e i r leaves , 
A n d t h e fields a r e a g l o w w i t h t h e g o l d of t h e 

s h e a v e s . 

n o w t h e r e a p e r s a n d m o w e r s b u t c o u n t i t a s 

'T i l l t h e Y a y a n d t h e h a r v e s t a r c b o t h s t o r e d 

T o be S p w i t h t h e s u n a n d t h e l a r k i n t h e m o m , 
A n d a t w o r k in t h e f ie ld t i l l t h e s o u n d o t t h e 

h o r n 

T h a t sha l l ca l l t h e m t o d i n n e r a n d r e s t fo r a n 

I n t h e ' q u i e t a n d s h a d e of t h e p o r c h a n d t h e 

T h e n b a c k t o t h e i r w o r k t i l l t h e se t of t h e s u n 
I s t h e s i g n a l t h a t d a y a n d i t s t o i l i n g a r e d o n e . 

O ' e r h is h e r d s as t h e y g r a z e in t h e va l l ey a n d 

R o v e s t h e s e s of t h e f a r m e r w i t h p r i d e a n d 
w i t h h o p e : . „ , . ' , 

F o r t h e s n o w y w h i t e m i l k t h e y wi l l b r i n g f r o m 
t h e f ield. 

I t s b e a u t i f u l t r e a s u r e of b u t t e r w i l l y i e ld . 

I n a u t u m n t h e f r u i t a g e is f a i r on t h e t r e e s , 
A n d t h e h o n e y is g a t h e r e d f r o m t h e h o m e ot t h e 

W h i l e t h e c n i l d r e n , w i t h h e a r t s t h a t a r e j o y f u l 
a n d f r e e , . 

G o h u n t i n g fo r n u t s w i t h a b o i s t e r o u s g lee . 

T h e corn a n d t h e b u c k w h e a t a r e h a r v e s t e d 

A n d s t a b l e d f o r w i n t e r , t h e s h e e p a n d t h e c o w . 
T h e h a r v e s t s a r e over , t h e c r o p s a r e a l l i n , 
T h e b a m i t i s f u l l , a n d o ' r l l o w m g t h e b i n . 

I n w i n t e r , t h e season of ice a n d of s n o w , 
T h o u g h c r u e l a n d b i t t e r t h e torn pes t m a y b l o w . 
R o u n d t h e fire t h a t is b l a z i n g so b r i g h t oil t n e 

h e a r t h , , 
A r e g a t h e r e d t h e h a p p i e s t peop le o l e a r t h . 

T l i e n u t s a n d t h e a p p l e s a r e h a n d e d a ' ' 0 » '» ] -
- \ „ d lost t o t h e e a r i s t h e s t o r m w i t h i t s s o u n d , 
So h a p p y a n d t h a n k f u l fo r h o m e a n d h i s l . o a i d , 
T h e h e a r t of t h e h u s b a n d m a n p r a i s e s t h e L o r d . 

( B x r c t ' v c C o m . g q m v t n u n t . 

Political Influence of Farmers 

UNDER exis t ing regula t ions w e are 
required to send a copy of t h e VISITOR 
free to the Master of each Subordinate 
Orange. W e shall also send a copy 
free to all Secretaries who send us ten 
or more names of subscribers for one 
year, with pay for tin- same. 

O h ! t h e l i f e of t h e f a r m is a l n e t h a t is r a i e , 
W i t h i t s t r ees a n d i t s flowers a n d E d e n l i k e a i r 
W i t h i t s m e a d o w s a n d v a l l e y s so f r e s h a n d so 

And i t f m u r m u r i i i g b r o o k s a n d t h e i r g l i m m e r -
i n g s h e e n . 

W i t h i t s s o n g s t e r s t h a t w a r b l e h i g h u p in t h e 

A n d w h o s e ' r i c h n o t e s of g l a d n e s s a r c b o r n e on 

W i t h Us ' f locks " a n d i t s h e r d s o n t h e h i l l ook 
a n d p l a i n , , 

A n d i t s fields t h a t a r e w a v i n g w i t h g r a s s an<l 
w i t h g r a i n . 

W i t h i t s b o u n t y of f r u i t s , f r o m t h e t r e e s a n d 

A n d i t s g l o r i r a ' a n d b e a u t i e s of s h a d e a n d of 

W i t h i t s ' z e p h e r s t h a t w h i s p e r so ^ f t l y of p e a c e 
A n d i t s " s e e d t i m e a n d h a r v e s t ' t h a t ' n e v e r 

sha l l cease ." 

I t is a fact, generally conceded, 
that the farmers, as a whole, are the 
most careful, conservative, and relia-
ble class of citizens in the country. 
They practice industry and economy. 
To a greater extent than any other 
class, they live within their means and 
pay their debts. They do not get 
rich by the sudden turns of the "-heel 
of fortune. They are not useu to 
cxtravagently large incomes. They 
are on a comparatively equal footing 
one with another. They are capita-
lists and laborers combined, and can-
sympathise with the two great classes 
which seem to he ever and anon an-
tagonzing c?ch other. Wise men 
who have the future safety and pros-
perity of the country at heart, and 
who are almost discouraged as they 
witness the wild political schemes 
which are advocated by unscrupulous 
leaders, instinctively t u rn to the 
farming class with the assurance that 
certainly these voters can be relied on 
to deal patriotically and fairly with 
the questions before them. The 
farmers can form no alliance with 
communistic agitators, nor, on the 
other hand, with the supporters of 
monopoly rule. They are a great 
middle class on whom in a large 
measure the safety of the republic de-
pends in peace as well as in war. 

In these t rying times for our gov-
ernment and for our commercial 
institutions, i t behooves every farmer 
to weigh carefully the problems pre-
sented, and to look to the ultimate 
tendency of any policy he is urged 
to support , as well as to its present 
effect, before he gives it his adher-
ence and support. 

The influence of farmers should be 
given to the fullest degree in favor of 
economy in government, affairs, the 
reduction of salaries to a point com-
mensurate with the present reduced 
cost of living and the reduced incomes 
from tax-paying property: They 
should strive to pu t out of their ser-
vice the class of politicians who seek 
the public service for the stealings, 
for i t is much safer to employ honest 
men than it is to try to compel dis-
honest men to desist from stealing or 
to hedge the public purse about BO 
thoroughly as to prevent their depre-
dations. 

The farmers should keep constant-
ly before their minds the importance 
of making a radical change in the 
class of men entrusted with the law-
making power of the State and 

Y O U R S U B S C R I P T I O N 
will E x p i r e w i th No. 

nation. Our representatives have too 
often been the attorneys of corpora-
tions, or at least they have sought to 
serve themselves and their parties, 
giving secondary consideration, or 
none at all, to the true business 
interests of their constituents. Par-
ty legislation, investigation for politi-
cal purposes, party contention and 
demagogism in general have had 
quite too long a sway in our legisla-
tive halls. We want honest, s traight-
forward fearless action, and we can 
have it only by sending men who 
appreciate the industrial needs of the 
country, and those are surest to ap-
preciate them who have a direct 
interest in the business affairs of the 
country. Farmers owe to themselves, 
their country, and to all its vast pro-
ductive interests, to exert themselves 
to pur i fy their legislatures, State and 
national, and to till the public offices, 
local as well as the higher ones, with 
the best men they can secure. They 
should not pu t off this work until 
election day. There should be con-
sultation before hand and a general 
attendance at the primary meetings 
of the various parties. The people 
should elect their candidates rather 
than permit the choice to be subject 
to barter between bands of party-
managers to suit, the demands of 
interested corporations or fur ther the 
political advancement of aspiring 
party leaders.—The Husbandman. 

A Workman Capitalist. 

Mr. J . II. Walker, a Worcester shoe 
manufacturer, who appeared before 
Mr. Hewitt 's Congressional com-
mittee on Tuesday, has had the ad-
vantage of having like many other 
capitalists, advanced from the posit-
ion of a " j o u r n e y m a n " to that of a 
manufacturer on a large scale. l i e 
takes a hopeful view of business pros-
pects at present, and tells a story ot 
the business liie of himself and of 
other Worcester nmutacturers which 
should be taken to heart by a good 
many workers j u s t starting out in 
life." He says: " I don' t believe 
there ever was a t ime when a man 
with fair ideas could not rise to be an 
employer, and the chance was never 
so good as to-day, certainly in our 
trade. In granting credit, our first 
requirment is character; then the fact 
that the man lias been a journeyman, 
and, lastly capital." The foundation 
o! his belief that the avenues are open 
to capable workmen to become em-
ployers of labor is in his experience 
and that of many tirms, his rivals in 
business. l ie worked at the bench 
until he had saved four thousand five 
hundred dollars,when he started busi-
ness, and, b}- strict attention to his 
trade (not through speculation), he 
now commands a business of two 
million dollars per annum, l ie says 
that of twenty-one firms in Worcester, 
inlcuding forty men, making five mil-
lions dollars' worth of boots per 
annum, only five members of the 
firms are sons of manufactures, and 

I only one was not a wage-worker or 
j o u r n e y m a n E x c h a n g e . 
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When one has been *hut up in the 
gay city of Paris for months, con-
stantly surrounded by a throng of 
people whose dialect he does not un-
derstand, and compelled to seek in-
formation through the aid of an 
interpreter, it is a great relief to go 
out into the country among quieter 
scenes and more cheering surround-
ings. 

Leaving Paris on the 7th of August 
in company with a friend, we passed 
through a rich and beautiful farming 
country for nearly three hundred 
miles, when we came into the foot 
hills of the Alps, and up the narrow 
valley of the Rhone, through deep 
ravines and interesting scenery, pass-
ed from Fiance into Switzerland, and 
reached the quiet beautiful city of 
Geneva. The city is situated at the 
lower end of Geneva Lake, and on 
both sides of the River Rhone whose 
wide and rapid waters, flowing out 
of the lake, are spanned by fine and 
substantial bridges. The city has 
a population of 63,000. I ts chief 
manufactures are watches and jewel-
ry, in the production of which large 
quantities of gold, silver, and precious 
stones are made use of. From the 
City and the Lake the country rises 
gradually towards mountain ranges 
visible in every direction. The Lake 
is a beautiful sheet of blue water 
about 50 miles in length, and eight 
miles wide, being the largest in 
Switzerland. I t is 1,230 feet above 
the level of the sea, and has a depth 
varying fiom 300 to GOO feet. W e 
took a steamer for Lausanne, and 
glided over the waters of this most 
lovely Lake, called by the Romans, 
" Leman," and immortalized by By-
ron in the familiar lines:— 

" Clear placid Leman ! thy contrasted lake 
Wi th the wide world I dwell in, is a th ing 
Which warns me, with its stillness, to forsake 
Ear th ' s troubled wate rs for a purer spring 
This quiet sail is as a noiseless wing 
To w a f t me from its distraction." 

W e gazed with delight upon the 
charming landscape, which surrounds 
the Lake. Fa rm cottages, rural vil-
lages, beautiful groves, and cultivated 
fields, variegated with green herbage, 
and golden grain, could be seen almost 
to the mountain top. To the South 
in plain view, were the snow-capped 
peaks of Mont Blanc, looming up 
above all others, the highest peak of 
which is 15,781 feet above the sea 
level, 1,200 feet above the surrounding 
valley, and 1,000 feet above the line 
of perpetual snow. This is the high-
est mountain in Europe, and of it a 
writer has said: " T h e scenery of 
Mont Blanc is a wonderful combina-
tion of Alpine glories on the grand-
est scale. Lofty peaks forever robed 
in untrodden snow, wide seas of ice, 
hnge crevasses, bright green glaciers, 

savage rocks, and pine forests, skirt-
ing the borders of civilization, make 
up a tout ensemble t ruly marvelous 

| and impressive." Lausanne, the capi-
i tol of the Canton of Baud, is beauti-

fully situated on a commanding emi 
nence, and its principal object of 
interest is its fine old Gothic Cathe-
dral which bears the marks of nine 
centuries. I t is associated with the 
stirring events of the Reformation, 
for here Calvin, Fare!, and Verret, 
met in discussion, from which came 
about the separation of Verret from 
the Romish Church, and the transfer 
of its allegiance from Savoy to Berne. 
The history of Geneva and Lausanne 
are associated together in the Refor-
mation, ripening together through 
the indomitable labors of Calvin for 
free institutions and Protestantism. 
The name of the great Reformer is 
held in sacred remembrance by the 
people of free Switzerland, and the 
house in which lie lived and died, as 
well as his last resting place, are 
pointed out to the traveler by the 
good people of Geneva with almost a 
reverential solemnity. As one stands 
by that sin ! square stone in the 
cemetery bearing the initials of "J .C." 
he cannot help but think of the 
mighty forces that were put in 
motion through tha t man's influence, 
and the f ru i t of seed sown in troubled 
times, which have ripened, not only 
in Switzerland, bu t throughout the 
world. 

From Lausanne, a few hours ride 
by rail, through a most beautiful 
farming country composed of hills 
and valleys, where men, women, and 
children, were lending a helping 
hand in the hay and harvest fields, 
brought us to Berne the Capitol of 
the Swiss Republic. The city occu-
pies an elevated position, about 100 
feet above the river Aar , which near-
ly surrounds it. The river itself is 
at this point said to be 1,500 feet 
above the the sea level. Berne is one 
of the most ancient cities in Europe, 
and at every turn the visitor is re'-
minded of past ages. The buildings 
are mostly of a grey sandstone, with 
iron balconies,and so constructed as to 
form low and massive arcades over 
the sidewalks, which render the shops 
dark and gloomy within. This leads 
to the almost universal practice of 
turning the goods and business into 
the streets, along which are to be 
seen women washing, ironing, sewing, 
knitting, sawing and splitting wood,' 
and men engaged in nearly all the 
avocations common to city life. A 
few hours more by rail brought us to 
Thun, where we took a steamer 
across the Lake of that name, and 
then a short distance through a 
mountain gorge to the neat pleasant 
village of Interlaken, situated in a 
rich little valley surrounded by the 
most romantic of Alpine scenery. 
Lake Thun is about ten miles lon<^ 
and two miles wide, dotted alon°- the 
shore and on the mountain sides with 
rustic villages, cottages, and gardens 
backed by the snowy moutains of the 
Oberland. 

Interlaken is called a little Paris 
and fashion and gaiety find their 
homes there. Nearly all tourists 
agree in calling it the most charming 
of Swiss towns. Here we took a car-
riage and drove up the narrow valley 
of the foaming Black Lutchine, twelve 
miles, to Grindewald, a romantic 
valley, chiefly inhabited by those who 
tend cattle which graze in the valleys 
and mountain ravines. The valley in 
which the village is located is 4,000 
feet above the sea level, and guarded 
by giant snow-capped mountains ris-
ing more than 9,000 ft . above the val-
ey. Near are two glaciers,whose stiff-
ened billows glisten in the sunlight 
and may well be termed " motionless 

torrents, silent cataracts." Vegetation 
grows almost up to the snow belt, 
and cottages dot the valley and 
mountain sides. W e next drove to 
Lauterbrunnen, a village of 1.400 in-
habitants, so secluded amid rocks 
and mountains that the sun cannot 
visit them until seven oclock in the 
summer mornings, and not until noon 
in winter. The name signifies, "noth-
ing but springs," of which a great 
number come down from the sur-
rounding mountains and cliff's. Here 
to, is the world-renowned Staubback 
Falls. A mountain torrent leaps over 
a rock, and falls perpendicularly 900 
feet, being the highest waterfall in 
Europe. The water is nearly dissipa-
ted into spray before reaching the 
valley below. Much has been written 
about this wonderful cascade. One 
writer compares it to an undulating 
lace veil, another, to a " bird of Para-
dise," and another to a " shower of 
rockets,' Byron compared it to the 
tail of 

" The g ian t steed to be bestrode by Death, 
As told in the Apocalypse." 

and Wordsworth calls it the " sky-
borne water-fall." 

A drive of seven miles through the 
narrow mountain gorge, with rocks 
rising perpendicularly 1,000 feet on 
either side, brought us to our hotel, 
well satisfied with our drive and ram-
ble. 

We left the village early in the 
evening; a few minutes ride by rail 
brought us to the Lake of Brienz, 
where we embarked for Gressbach, 
to witness the illumination of the 
Falls. This lake is eight miles long 
and two miles wide, with a water 
depth of 500 feet. W e landed at a 
station near the foot of the Gressbach, 
and wended our way up a steep 
winding road constructed in the 
mountain side, nearly half a mile to a 
fine hotel built on a high bluff which 
ju t s out into the lake; standing 500 
feet above its waters, giving a fine 
view of the lake and its surroundings. 
Here we engaged rooms for the night., 
and then went out to view the illum-
ination of the cascades, which fall 
1,300 feet from the mountain top into 
the lake below. The perpendicular 
fall, from the mountain above to 
where we stood. 800 feet below, was 
broken twice by rocks, and behind 
and all around the falling, foaming 
waters, Bengal lights burst forth at a 
given signal, transforming the hither-
to darkness into the most brilliant 
dazzling light. The mountain foliage 
was lit up with a sudden glare, and 
the waters resembled molten iron 
Soon the upper fall turned iuto liquid 
purple, next into a beautiful green 
and the lower, the largest of all, into a 
liquid ruby. The effect was most 
wonderful. W e saw the falls the 
next morning, as nature made them 
grand, beautiful, and lovely, and con-
cluded that the at tempt to improve 
upon the beauty and grandeur of na-
ture was an illusion if no t a mockery. 

W e again took the steamer and 
crossed the lake to Brienz, and there 
a carriage for Alphnach. The road 
led up the mountain side, winding 
through woods and along the ed»e of 
steep mountains to the summit of 
Bruuig Pass, and elevation of 3 648 
feet. This point and the descent is 
romantically interesting, affording a 
fine view ot Alpine scenery. Af t e r a 
drive of seven miles we reached 
Alphnach, and went on board a 
steamer, which took us across the 
placid green waters of Lake Lucern. 
The lake is about twenty-five miles 
long and vanes f rom one to four 
m width. The mountain scenery 
around this lake is grand beyond de-
senption, new objects of interest 
meet the eye at every turn, and tour-
ists usually regret tha t they have not 

more time to spend here. W e took 
the morning train for Zurich, thence 
by way of Schaffhausen to Fr iburg in 
Germany, and from there to Strass-
burg, the capitol of the conquered 
provinces of Alsace and Lorraine. 
Strasburg is a strongly fortified city* 
and for two hundred years belonged 
to France ; bu t was taken by the 
Germans in 1870, after a seige of fifty 
days, and a constant bombardment of 
forty days, during which the people 
were compelled to live in the cellars 
and for a portion of the time were 
compelled to subsist on the least food 
tha t would sustain life. The effects 
of that terrible bombardment are 
visible iu almost every part of the 
city, and numerous cannon balls and 
shells are yet to be seen where they 
lodged in the walls. 

The greatest object of interest in 
this ancient city is the Cathedral, a 
most noble specimen of Gothic archi-
tecture, with its world renowned 
spire rising 4G8 feet from the ground. 
I t was commenced in 1025, and com-
pleted in 1439. The interior of the 
church is magnificent, and the effect 
produced by a circular mirror in 
the front, nearly 150 feet in cir-
cumferance, is wonderful. In one 
corner stands a clock, extending al-
most to the arch above, of the most 
marvelous construction, the opera-
tions of which are witnessed by hun-
dreds of people at twelve o'clock noon 
of each day. I t is not only a time 
piece but a perfect almanac and 
astronomical calculator, indicating 
the day of the week, month and year, 
changes of the moon, and motions of 
the Ear th , indicating the seasons, also 
signs of the zodiac, and eclipses. 
Jus t before the hour of twelve, a 
figure representing an angel strikes a 
bell, and the twelve apostles walk out 
in procession, each turning to, and 
saluting the Saviour. Then Old Father 
Time strikes the hour, and a cock flans 
his wings and crows. 

The walls and fortifications around 
the city are being removed farther 
back, extended and greatly strength-
ened, indicating that the Prussians 
are apprehensive that the French will 
sometime iu the future, attempt to 
regain the city and the conquered 
provinces. I am clearly of the opin-
ion that their fears are not ground-
less. The French people feel cha-
grined and humiliated over the result 
of the war, and the loss of their 
territory, aud the prevailing senti-
ment seems to be, that this disgracn 
must be wiped out, and the lost 
provinces retaken. The present con-
dition of the two nations was cor-
rectly indicated by an intelligent 
French lady in Strassburg,who spoke 
broken English, in answer to the 
question, " under which government 
she preferred to live I " evading the 
direct question, she replied, " Both 
are very good, the French have much 
money, the Germans have much bul-
lets." From Strassburg, we passed 
down the rich valley of the Rhine to 
Heidelberg. Some portions of the 
valley are low but as a general rule, 
the whole country is very productive, 
and the indications of thrif t among 
the farmers are more perceptible 
than in Switzerland. Few cities are 
more charmingly located, or possess a 
more picturesque appearance than 
Hedleberg, b u t its greatest object of 
interest to the visitor, is the. ruins of 
the Old Castle ; once a royal re.-idence 
and fortress, grand and magnifi-
cent. The ravages of war and time 
have told fearfully upon its massive 
wall, and costly finish. The throne 
room and cellar are in the best state 
of preservation, in the latter is a wine 
cask with a capacity of 49,000 gallons. 
The staves are eight inches thick, 
and the hoops about eight inches 
square. The last t ime it was filled 
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was in 1764. This cask is in a per-
fect state of preservation. We con-
t i n u e d our journey down the Rhine 
bv rail passing through several line 
cities and towns, and a portion of 
the region known as the Black 
Forest °of Germany, consisting of 
high ranges of hills or mountains, 
covered principally with black spruce 
timber. Some idea can be formed of 
the engineering skill and cost re-
quired to construct the road through 
these mountains from the following : 
At one time our train moved along 
on the mountain side 1,000 feet above 
the valley, and the track of the road 
could be seen coming out of a tunnel 
at the loot of the mountain, and but 
a few miles away; yet it requires an 
hour's run, across deep ravines, and 
forty-two tunnels to reach the valley. 
At Mayence we took steamer down 
the Rhine to Cologne. The scenery 
down the river is beautiful, romantic, 
and historical. The banks of the 
river rise several hundred feet above 
the water, and on almost every high 
point and projecting rock, s tands the 
rains of an old castle. Where there 
is soil, the bluffs are terraced and 
planted to vineyards. Germany as 
well France, is a wine producing 
country, and the Germans as well as 
the English and French, think that 
water was only made to wash with, 
and unlit to d'rink without diluting. 
From Cologne our travels will be 
through Holland and Belgium, back to 
Paris. 

Grape Coltrile, 

Articles of Association of the Michigan 
Farmers' Mutual Defence Associa-

tion. 

We the undersigned, citizens of the 
State of Michigan, do hereby associate 
ourselves together for the purpose of 
mutual defense against the demands of 
certain parties who claim royalty on a 
gate, in common use among farmers, 
under a patent issued to one John C. 
Lee, of Seville, Ohio. 

1. This Association shall be known 
a s t h e " M I C H I G A N F A R M E R S ' M U T U A L 
D E F E N C E A S S O C I A T I O N . " 

2. The officers of this Association 
shall consist of a President, Secretary, 
and Treaserer, who, with two other 
members of this Association, to be 
elected by tiiis Association, shall con-
stitute an Executive Committee, whose 
duty it shall be to employ counsel and 
arrange for the defense for all suits 
which may be brought against any 
member of this Association, or other 
person, in the discretion of the Execu-
tive Committee, on account of the 
above mentioned gate, using the money 
collected therefore. 

3. Any person may become a member 
of this Association by paying two dol-
lars into the treasury and signing these 
articles of agreement. 

4. The officers oi this Association 
shall keep an accountofall receipts and 
disbursements until a final decision 
shall be reached by the courts, AS soon 
thereafter as possible a full report shall 
be made at a meeting, which shall be 
held at such time and place as the 
Executive Committee may appoint. 

5. The members of the Executive 
Committee shall be entitled to receive 
$1.50 per day, and all necessary expen-
ses incurred by them while engaged in 
the discharge of their official duties. 

6. Any money that may remain in 
the hands of the Treasurer, after pay-
ing the expenses of this Association 
shall be disposed of as the members of 
this Assciation may direct at the meet-
ing for the llnal hearing of the [report 
of the Executive Committee. 

7. The Executive Committee shall at 
once issue an appeal to the farmers ot 
Michigan to join this Association, and 
shall procure the publication of such 
appeal in the Michigan Farmer, with 
the request that other papers in the 
State copy the same. 

YPSILANTI, Mich.,Sept. 7th., 187S. 

THE man who is anxious to see 
how the world could get along with-
out him, can find out by sticking a 
cambric needle into a mill-pond, and 
then withdrawing i t and looking at 
the hole. 

Tne following brief, practical, and 
condensed rules for the management 
of grapes were given by Dr. Whi t t ing 
at the Farmer's Inst i tute, recently 
held at Saginaw, Mich. : 

The soil best suited for the grape 
is decomposed shale, b u t any good 
clay soil thoroughly drained will do. 

The ground should be carefully 
p r e p a i d , and only well rotted man-
ure used. 

Decomposed turf is one of the best 
fertilizers ; when it can be obtained, 
no other will be required. 

The vines selected for planting 
should be good one-year-old layers or 
cuttings. They may look small, bu t 
will make the best vines. 

Good cul ture is as necessary to 
the vine as to the corn or cabbage. 

Mulching and watering the first 
year should not be neglected if the 
"drought is excessive. One good 
soaking is better than many sprink-
lings. More water can be saved with 
a hoe than can be p u t on with a 
sprinkler. 

in planting, cut the vine back to 
two buds, whatever i ts strength or 

• • • • V 
Summer pruning consists in pinch-

ing off weak and straggling shoots in 
order to confine the sap to the main 
branches. 

The first summer allow b u t one 
main shoot to grow. In the fall, 
after the first frost , cut all the sum-
mer growth back to within two buds 
of the ground. 

The second year confine the sap to 
two branches, and in the fall cut back 
to three buds each. 

The third year, if your vine has 
made vigorous growth, a few steins 
of grapes may be allowed to mature, 
bu t bet ter take off the frui t than to 
allow too much to grow. 

Too heavy bearing while young 
will i n ju re the vine for all fu tu re 
thne. The trimming now depends on 
what kind of a trellis you wish to 
cover. 

Af te r you have obtained a good, 
vigorous "root, you can make i t grow 
in almost any place or shape you 
wish, by keeping the branches desir-
ed tied up, and all others pinched 
back 

Each year a few of the strongest 
branches"should be allowed to grow 
as bearers of f ru i t the following year. 

In t r imming, cut away as much of 
the old wood as possiblo and save 
the new, as all the f ru i t buds arc on 
the new wood. 

You can easily teil how much to 
cut away by holding your new wood 
up to the trellis, and imagine a branch 
with three stems of grapes for each 
bud. 

If you do not cut off enough in 
the fall, and you find tha t the vine 
is going to be too thick, do not fail to 
at tend to it when the new shoots are 
from three to six inches long, in the 
spring, or while in blossom. As 
soon as the f ru i t is set, examine the 
vine, spread out the new wood so 
that each bunch of grapes will hang 
free and clear; pick off all the small 
stems of f rui t and fasten the vines 
securely, so that the wind will not de-
stroy your crop by breaking the 
young and tender branches. 

W h e n the wood has grown s6 that 
there are th ree leaves beyond the 
last bunch of grapes, examine the 
vine, select the branches you wish 
to save for f ru i t bearing the coming 
year and keep them tied up until 
they have grown as long as you 
wish to make use of. The ends of 
the other bearing branches should be 
pinched off as soon as they reach this 
point, " three leaves beyond the last 

| stem of grapes. ' ' 
Break off all shoots and laterals as 

fast as they make their appearance, 
bu t on no account injure the leaves 
on the bearing canes. 

The frui t will color, but not ripen, 
if the leaves are destroyed. 

Grapes for fall and winter use 
should be picked as soon as ripe, 
and, when perfectly dry, should be 
packed in dry sawdust. Select your 
box or jar, cover the bottom with 
sawdust, then layers of grapes and 
sawdust alternately until full. Keep 
them in the coolest place you can find, 
free from frost, until wanted for use. 

Lawyers and Bankrupts. 

The chief reason urged by creditors 
for the repeal of the Bankrupt act is 
that under this system, as it has been 
administered, a certain class of law-
yers, or other friends of the legal 
functionaries, got possession of the 
funds of the bankrupt estates and 
nothing ever came of it. Our pa-
per has been named as creditor, chief-
ly for small amounts, in many dozen 
bankrupt estates during the last eleven 
years, and we can recall bu t four in-
stances in which we ever received one 
cent from the estates. Thousands ot 
leeches, chiefly lawyers, have lived 
oil this fat carcass ever since this act 
was passed. They and the debtors 
who have been discharged of their ob-
ligations have had the sole benefit of 
the system. In this respect the inter-
ests of the creditors have virtually 
been sacrificed from first to last. The 
repeal of the act will remand all failing 
debtors to the several statutes, which 
will come into force the moment the 
National act becomes iuoperative. 

The above extract is a reply by the 
Journal of Commerce to one of its 
correspondents. There is no ques-
tion of the essential soundness of the 
Journal's criticism on the bankrupt 
law so soon to expire. But will credit-
ors get any more under State insol-
vent laws then they did under the 
National bankrupt act? I t is very 
doubtful . And their can hardly be 
such a thing as a complete release of 
an insolvent debtor who transacted 
business in more than one state on 
account of the various and often con-
flicting provisions of the state insol-
vent laws. Debtor and creditor will 
be, then as now, in the hands of the 
lawyers. The repeal of the Bankrupt 
act will not exterminate the "thou-
sands of leeches, chiefly lawyers," 
that live and fatten on insolvent es-
tates. They will still exist to ply 
their t rade under the local statutes. 
Let the Journal of Commerce,, that 
clearly sees the evil, join with the 
Graphic in demanding that a sure 
and speedy remedy be applied. This 
remedy is to elect Congresses and 
Legislatures with a good working ma-
jority of business men. Such a ma-
jority in the National Congress could 
easily pass a bankrupt law which 
would do justice to both creditor and 
debtor, and prevent the assets which 
should be used in liquidating honest 
debts lrom going into the pockets of 
"thousands of leeches, chiefly law-
yers."— Graphic. 

H. G. COE, of Cedar county, Iowa, 
tried the experiment of spreading 
three bushels of salt broadcast over 
two acres of his wheat farm. The 
yield was 40 bushels per acre, while the 
rest of the field gave only bushels 
to the acre. The straw was bright , 
not being injured by rust , as the 
wheat along side of i t was, and it 
stood six inches higher. 

—"A soft answer turneth away 
wrath," said an infuriated farmer 
as he threw a soft pumpkin at his 
neighbor's head. 

ORANGE VISITOR and Husbandman, 81.60. 

T H E M O S a U l T O H U N T . 

Mot a sound was heard , b u t a terr ible h u m 
As round our chamber we hurr ied , 

III search oi t h e insect whose t r u m p e t and drum 
O u r delicate s lumbers had worried. 

W e sought for it da rk ly a t dead of n ight , 
O u r coverlid ca re fu l ly t u r n i n g , 

By t h e s t rugg l ing moonbeams ' mis ty l ight . 
And our candle d imly bu rn ing . 

X o useless g a r m e n t confined o u r breas t , 
B u t in simple night-dress and s l ippers 

W e wandered abou t like spir i ts disrtressed. 
Or t h e sails of pi ra t ical skippers . 

Short and few were the words we let fall, 
Les t the noise should d i s tu rb t h e mosqui to • 

Bu t we steadi ly gazed on the wh i t ewashed wall 
And t h o u g h t how we had been bi t , o h ' 

B u t ha l f a n hour had seemed to elapse, 
E r e we me t wi th the wre tch t h a t had bi t us-

And, ra is ing our boots, gave some terr ible slaps 
T h a t m a d e t h e mosqui to 's quie tus . 

Quickly and gladly we t u r n e d f rom the dead 
And lef t h im all smashed and gory ! 

W e b lew o u t the candle and popped in to bed 
D e t e r m i n e d to tell you t h e s tory . 

The €ooke Estate. 

It is the custom of lawyers to plun-
der a great estate whenever it is found 
comparatively unprotected, and to 
bleed it to the last possibility of de-
pletion. Not more naturally do 
street thieves follow and rob a drunk-
en man than do lawyers a great prop-
erty which has lost i ts proprietor 
through death or bankruptcy. Such 
cases are as common as any other spec-
ies of crime, and it is scarcely neces-
sary to specify. The Graphic has al-
luded to such cases, and has so far 
succeeded in arresting public atten-
tion that all creditors are keeping a 
strict and suspicious watch on bank-
rupt estates. The remnant of Jay 
Cook's property in Philadelphia is 
being subjected to this sort of scruti-
ny at the present time, and a notice 
of a suit against the trustee, E. M. 
Lewis, has been filed. During the 
three or four years since the exam-
ination of the estate has proceeded, 
the following expenditures, which 
some of the creditors deem objection-
able, have been made: 

1. Counsel fees ,about $11,311,37 
2. E x t r a counsel fees, a b o u t 39,235.10 
3. Inc iden ta l expenses, a b o u t 16,653.55 
4. Salaries, a b o u t 5-t.64S.49 
5. Compensa t ion of commit tee , abou t 34,480.00 

A m o u n t i n g in t h e aggrega te t o 4187,327.51 

Some of the particular items seem 
to be as follows: 
Counsel fees, 

J . C . Bu l l i t t £20,000 
K . L . Ashur s t 20,500 
Samuel Dickson 2,500 
Theodore Cuy le r 2,500 
H e n r y W h a r t o n 500 

Cost of l i t igat ion 38,673 
Commissions to E . M. Lewis 33,207 

The trustee engaged and paid the 
lawyers. He seems to have been 
elected unanmiously to the place and 
to have been regarded as an excellent 
man, sagacious and worthy. He has 
already paid to creditors, in stock and 
cash, forty-two per cent. A column 
dispatch from Philadelphia appears in 
some of the papers, arguing that the 
expenses are really very small. I t is 
probable that Mr. Lewis has d.one 
nothing dishonestly, but that he has 
merely yielded to the prevalent prac-
tice of giving lawyers full swing and 
paying them, not according to their 
work, bu t according to the value of 
the property. This is wholly pernic-
ious, and i t is a principal that is re-
sponsible for half the estate-plunder-
ing in the country.— Graphic. 

—Method is the hinge of business, 
and there is no method without order 
and punctuality. 

—When you get home from the 
Fair, talk about what you saw, at 
your next Grange meeting. 
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SCHOOLCRAFT, SEPT. 15, 1878. 

J f c t r e t a r n ' s d e p a r t m e n t . 

J . T. COBB, - SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Officers and. members of Subordinate Granges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
always give the Number of their Grange. 

K L A X K S . 
Blanks tha t are sent, free from this office 011 

application a re : 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-

ordinate Granges. 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-

mona Granges. 
Blank application for organizing Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank applications ¡"01- Membership in Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer. 
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges. 
Blank Certificates of Election to County 

Convention. 
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to 

the State Grange. 
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges. 
Blank Applications for Certificate of Dimit. 
Blank Plaster Orders. 
Blank Certificates of Incorporation. 

P I O N E E R P I C - N I C — L A W Y E R S A S 
I,E<JISL,VTOKS. 

Within a few years past the good 
people of the State of Michigan, or i 
at least that portion of them who 
have been in the State long enough to j 
entitle them to take rank among its 
pioneers, have become very much in- i 
teresteil in preserving from loss the ' 
incidents of our early history, and to 
that end have organized in many of 
the older counties pioneer societies. 

Tin se societies would at tract little 
public attention, and in fact would 
hardly have a recognized existence, 
but for their annual public meetings 
which have taken the shape of basket 
pic-nics, and are not only at tend-
ed by the veritable pioneer and his 
ijrown up family, bu t the meetings j 
have been found so interesting that > 
immigrants of later days iind time to 
join with the gray-haired pioneer in a j 
day of recreation. 

At these reunions it is usual to hear i 
from the pioneers,minutely recounted, j 
incidents of the early settlement of 
the country—of the hardships and 
privations of pioneer life—of the dif-
ficulties surmounted, and successes 
won by indomitable perseverance. 

From these recitals, each year de-
veloping something new, a mass of 
facts are secured that grouped to-
gether in enduring form, are giving to 
ns authentic history, highly prized by 
us, and we doubt not will be by those 
who follow us. 

Kalamazoo County has a Pioneer 
Society, and its annual pic-nic on the 
4th of the present month was an 
event long to be remembered by those 
who participated. Having a valid 
claim by residence of almost 48 years 
in this county, and all these years in 
the township of Schoolcraft, we deem 
i t a duty, as well as a pleasure, to at-
tend its annual meetings, so with 
forty others, mostly pioneers, we start-
ed at 7 A. M. by rail for Augusta, 27 
miles away, the place of meeting for 
1878. A s we stepped from the train, 
and saw the magnificent evergreen 
arch spanning the street with its 
beautiful central " WELCOME," we felt 
assured that a good day was in store 

for all who composed the goodly 
throng who were wending their way to 
the hill top behind the neat little vil-
lage, whose good people had made 
extensive preparations to entertain 
her guests. 

A t about eleven o'clock the exer-
cises of the day began by an impres-
sive invocation from the venerable 
pioneer Rev. Milton Bradley, followed 
by an Address of welcome, eloquent 
and touching, by the Rev. Mr. Up-
dyke. 'With well chosen words he 
paid tr ibute to the brave and noble 
remnant—of men and women before 
hiui whose strong right arms had 
made the widerness to blossom as the 
rose—not forgetting their associates 
of other days now gathered to the 
narrow house of the dead. 

The president of the society, Judge 
| Wells, responded in behalf of the 
pioneers, thanking in earnest words 
the people of Augusta for their care-
ful preparation and kindly reception. 

He referred to some who since last 
we met had in the fullness of a ripe 
old age obeyed the final summons, 
and pointed to their lives of earnest, 
honest work, as examples worthy of 
imitation by the young of to-day. 

Af te r a dinner of excellence and 
abundance from, well filled baskets, 
speaking was resumed, and continued 
for some three hours, interspersed 
with music. We are not disposed to 
follow the speakers either to eulogize, 
or condemn, except the concluding 
part of the speech of our old pioneer 
friend 2s. A. Balcli, Esq., where his 
eulogy of lawyers and their great 
value as legislators ran counter to our 
views as expressed in the VISITOR, 
from time to time within the last year. 
Not familiar with the important pa r t 
enacted by the lawyers in the days of 
the Reformation, we pass by un-
questioned his declaration, that the 
great movement headed by Martin 
Luther, 300 years ago would not have 
succeeded, but for the lawyers of Li« 
time. 

l i e claimed that the perfection of 
all reforms was dependant upoa the 
lawyers to give "shape, strength, and 
direction" to legislative enactment, 
and closed with a plea for the lawyer 
as a legislator, l i e said the legisla-
tion ol' our Granger friends " was to 
crude and without method," and that 
we must have more lawyers in our 
legislative bodies, " if we would have 
wise and effective laws based upon 
the largest experience." 

Now this may be the very essence 
of wisdom, or it may be condensed le-
gal lore, but we shall have in some way 
to be converted from heresies we have 
imbibed, and are teaching, or acquire 
a legal education before we believe 
there is t ruth enough in the position 
taken, to save it from condemnation 
by the bar itself. 

We do not intend to make extended 
argument in opposition to the opinions 
expressed, bu t we cannot let them 
pass without recording our dissent. 
We judge of the value of the pro-
fession by what it is doing, not for it-
self, but lor " we the people " in the 
direct line of professional work. 

The laws, rules, and regulations of 

our courts of justice, are the work of 
the lawyers of the land, and no truth 
is more patent than this, that any 
attempt to secure justice in court 
where right and justice are alike 
seen by all, as well as where there is 
room for a doubt, is resisted by every 
device, pretext, and delay tha t 
human ingenuity has invented» 

1'he gentleman himself, we dare say, 
has only to review his own record to 
find instances where he has fought 
valiantly for hours, yes days, over a 
paltry score of dollars, taking advan-
tage of every technicality, every 
omission, every precedent, and 
every usage known to the profession 
to defeat what? simple justice, no 
more or less. And this at a cost to 
the county of ten times the amount in 
controversy. But then where the cli-
ent is able to pay his lawyer, the 
majesty of the law must be vindicated 
and the tax-payer must keep a judic-
ial machine running that he has no 
faith in, as an instrument by w hich he 
may secure justice at reasonable cost. 

This barrister knows full well that 
no prudent business man. one who 
counts the cost before he engages in 
any enterprise, will now undertake to 
collect an honest debt of $50 by an 
appeal to our courts if the claim 
is against a man disposed to resist 
payment. The complex machinery 
of the law with its delays and multi-
plied expenses is employed to defeat 
the very object for which courts were 
instituted,and the careful man will not 
hazard .MORE for LESS. I t has come 
to tha t condition of things that this 
class of men, as litigants, keep out pf 
and shun our courts as tliey would 
expensive instruments of slow tor-
ture. ft'ill any man pretend to say 
that this state of things is chargable 
to the 1; crude legislation of our 
granger f r i e n d s ? " Have not other 
classes predominated in our law-mak-
ing bodies ? I s it not notorious that 
lawyers have given '-shape, strength, 
and direction to legislation" until this 
state of things has been brought about 
of which we complain 1 Have these 
conservators of the interests of the 
people ever attempted to relieve the 
people from the onerous burdens of 

j taxation imposed to carry on sui ts for 
meager, pal try sums, as compared 
with costs that followed—not at all, 
either iu our halls of legislation or 
courts of procrastination. 

Shall we commend to the people 
as men par excellence for legislators, 
a class whose business interests lies 
in the increase of litigation rather 
than in diminishing it? Men who by 
profession, if retained, labor jus t as 
earnestly to make right appear 
wrong, and black, white, as they do 
to establish a correct principle in 
legal ethics ? 

Until we see some disposition on 
the part of lawyers to simplify the 
admistration of justice, and make it 
possible for a citizen to appear in court 
for the purpose of securing a right 
with a reasonable expectation of ob-
taining that r ight within a reasonable 
time and at reasonable cost, we shall 
not advise our granger friends, or 
anybody elsa who pay taxes, to en-

trust the work of a much needed 
reform in the administration of justice 
in civil cases to the lawyers of the 
State. 

Our legal friend is certainly lookin" 
in the wrong direction for legislators 
who will take care of the interests of 
the people. W e want practical busi-
ness men, with broad views. Men 
actuated with an honest purpose to 
protect the people from too much lej-
islation with i ts complications that 
only i l lead to bewilder." Such men 
from whatever classes they come 
would at one session revolutionize a 
judicial system, or its practice that 
has iu no way partaken of the pro-
gress tha t has characterized this cen-
tury. While every other business, 
calling, occupation or profession has 
been pushed forward with an activity 
and growth before unknown in the 
world's history, the business of dis-
pensing j ustice has been encumbered 
with new difficulties and delays and 
increased cost, practically subversive 
of the great purpose for which courts 
were established. 

Can we expect lawyers, as law-mak-
ers will make any effort to simplify 
this business and put it on a basis 
that will make it possible to obtain 
justice in civil cases within a reason-
able time and at a reasonable price. 
Of course not We judge of the fu-
ture by the past, and by that standard 
we should look with distrust upon a 
legislature of lawyers. 

Let us look over the court records 
of our county and see what a beauti-
ful shotting this branch of our high-
er civilization affords to the man who 
pays taxes and studiously minds his 
own business. 

A t four successivc terms of the 
Kalamazoo County Cireut Court 
held within the last twelve months, 
there were !)4 civil cases disposed 
of. F ive of these were appeals from 
the Proba te Court. In thirty-seven 
cases the plaintiff failed to obtain a 
judgement . Nine eases of non suit. 
Ten appeals from Just ice Court dis-
missed on account of irregularity. 
Ten appeals from Justice Court on 
certiorari, or questions of Jaw. Of 
the remaining twenty-three cases, 
thirteen judgements were obtained 
in sums of $100, or less, amounting in 
all to §306.41, or an average of §30 50. 
The time consumed was nineteen 
days, which gives an average daily 
product of this judicial mill of §20.84 
in judgements. There is left but ten 
eases where judgements of over §100 
were rendered. 

These four terms of court cover a 
period of ninety days, in which all the 
chancery and criminal business of the 
year was transacted, as well as the 
civil business which we have briefly 
analyzed. 

The criminal business of the coun-
try, we are assured will not cover 
more than one filth of the expense 
charged up and paid for by the peo-
ple. The only i tem which we have,. 
is that o f ju ry fees for tha year, which 
in round numbers were §2,400. 
While i t is quite impossible to deter-
mine what those nineteen days of §20,-
84 each cost, it is safe to say that for 




