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TO THE PATRONS OF SUGAR RI1V=-
ER GRANGE, No. 125, WIS,

BY W. ATHERTOXN.

We go to work at early dawn,

And work till evening shades appear ;
‘And thus continue through the week,
Till Saturday at two we're here,

Our weary body’s seek a change,

And to this end we meet in grange.

Our rural friends and patrons find
That over-work, neglect of mind,

And constant care, without respite,
Will turn our day to darkest night ;
Then patrons let us have a change
And once a week we’ll meet in grange.

Our principles you'll own are just;
To the greatest number we will do
The greatest good ; we humbly trust,
And charity to all bestow.

‘We'll not attempt to disarrange

Just principles within the grange.

We wish to educate the mind ;

Add dignity to labor too;

Be just, be honest, and fear not.

Do well, what’er we attempt to do.
Sometimes the sisters will arrange

A sumptuous feast within the grange,

In things essential let us work

In harmony, in unity;

In non-essentials, liberty ;

And temper all with cmArITY,

And useful hints we'll interchange,
That we may profit by the grange.

Much might be saved in the way of trade
If we would but co-operate ;

And save in some if notin all

The sales, and purchases we make :
When this we do 'twill not be strange

1f we shall profit by the grange.

Then Patrons lift our banner high :
And sing your grateful songs of praise;
Sustain our noble principles,

And hope, and look for brighter days ;
Then words of cheer we'll interchange,
Hurrah ! hurrah ! for Valley Grange.

The Successful Grange.

It was evident to the founders of
our Order that something was needed
to enable the farmer to rise, socially
and financially to a level with other
trades and professions. And so, for
the accomplishment of that purpose
the Order of Patrons of Husbandry
was instituted. What the Grange
may do towards bringing about this
result depends how it is conducted.
The regular routine of business is
necessary, and is instructive; but
something more is necded to make a
success—to make it strong. And the
first requisite is promptness. This
should be the first and greatest law to
every member, Promptness shows
that there is interest felt in the work.
Where every member is c¢n hand,
ready to do whatever may be for the
good of the Grange, where all is
peace, harmony, and brotherly love,
theve is no apparent hindrance in the
way of making the Grange accomplish
its mission.

‘What can be said of that Grange
where the condition is just the oppo-
site, where members are not prompt,
and where discofd takes the place of
harmony, where a few strive to hold
up the Grange the while encouraging
each other to hope for better times !
Can it be truly said that such a
Grange is accomplishing its mission !
Lectures and essays are of no use to
those who never hear them. Rules

and regulations are useless to mem-

bers who rarely if ever attend. And
it could not be otherwise. Still they
say as innocently as though the
dormant condition of their Grange
was not the doings—or rather the
non-doings—of just such sluggish
members as they, “I don't see as
the Grange does us one particle of
good.” Suppose they should purchase
a nice farm, and after the necessary
writings were compieted and the
moncy was paid over, that they should
go away and leave it by itself with no
one to take care of it, and should pay
no attention to it. Would their prof-
its be very large, or would their farm
increase in worth very fast? and yet
there is just as much sense in sup-
posing this as in thinking the Grange
will benefit a person whether he at-
tends its meetings or not. They per-
haps think that they confered a great
favor by affixing their names to the
roll-book and that was the extent of
their duty. And now the Grange
must unload its benefits right at their
doors, and they sit with folded hands,
while others are at work, striving to
hold up its principles from falling into
utter disgrace. Whatever we expect
to rgceive in trade we expect to pay
its equivalent value in return. And
this principle holds good in regard to
the Grange. If we expect to reccive
a benefit, either socially, intellectually
or financially, we must give in return
our time and attention.

The seeond requisite to a successful
Grange is work. If we should not
use our arm for a sufficient length of
time it would become useless and we
should have no control over it. But
by constant use it acquires strength.
It needs exercise that will give action
to all its muscles. Just so is it with
the mind. That needs exercise to
keep it strong and healthy; and
equally true is it that a Grange to be
a healthy, useful Grange, must work.
It must have lectures, essays, papers,
recitations, discussions, and last, but
not by any means least, music—some-
thing for each and every one to do.
And the Grange that does not neglect
these things will not fail to have in-
teresting and profitable meetings, if
all work in harmony. There should
be a diversity of work. To change
often rests the tired muscles while the
others are getting their needful exer-
cise. And this is true of the mind.
Then there should be recreation for
all—old and young. Recreation is
just as necessary as work. Without
this we should be unfit for work.
Picnics, festivals, camp-meetings and
the like wouid be excellent times and
places to provide this, and combined
with instruction, too. The Grange
should be conducted so that the mem-
bers will feel that itis their home;
that they can cast all cares aside, and
have a thoroughly good time and go
away better prepared to take up the
daily burden of life.

The Grange is similar to a tree and
like it, it needs pruning. Dead
branches if left on the tree disfigure
its ‘beauty and hinder its growth. In
like manner the weak and tardy mem-
bers—the dead branches if left in the

Grange will not only disfigure it and
hurt its growth, but will in time
bring decay upon the whole tree. It
is better to cut them away. Do not
allow them to destroy the work, the
result of which you have labored so
earnestly to produce. If a member
has not the good of the Grange at
heart his place is not in it. Some
Granges have borne such burdens too
long. They have carried them until
they are broken down, and there is
now but the broken trunk to be seen
where the strong and beautiful tree
once stood—the result of not pruning.
But where pruning has been prac-
ticed, the result is, that more interest
is manifested, new life seems infused
into the members, and they are strong
for the work.—Dirigo Rural.

[From the Michigan Farmer.]
Cross-Breeding Wheat.

The beneficial effects of crossing
different varieties of plants of the
same species is being frequently dis-
cussed through our leading agricul-
tural papers, 1 beg to inform the read-
ers of the FARMER of a very marked
instance of it in my experimental
grounds at this time.

In a small plot of ordinary greund,
containing now a large number of
varieties of wheat, I planted last Sept.,
among others, nine grains of Victor
wheat that had been carefully fructi-
fied with pollen of a productive Egyp-
tian variety. My reasons for choos-
ing these two varieties were the ex-
cellent straw and remarkable stooling
qualities as well as the fine white grain
of the Victor, and the immense head
of the Egyptian. From the nine
grains sown only seven germinated.—
Three of these are about the same as
the old varieties and some of the
newer varieties growing by their side,
viz., throwing up three or four stalks
with ordinary sized heads. The oth-
er four varieties under exactly the
same treatment, were remarkably pro-
ductive, and I have this day counted
sixty-eight stalks from one of the
grains sown. And in one of the
heads I counted eighty good plump
grains, and in the poorest head thirty-
five graing, being at the very least
4,000 grains from the one sown.

Surely upon the principle that
“like produces like,” if only the best
of these grains are selected from the
largest and best of the heads for a
number of years, the grain thus pro-
duced must be of incalculable benefit
to the agricultural community so soon
as there shall be a sufficient, quantity
to distribute at a moderate price.

CunARLES ARNOLD.

Paris, Ontario, July 18, 1878.

Dox'r Be Arratn—To do a little
missionary work outside the Grange.
The Grange must grow by taking in
members from outside, and we can
not expect persons to join unless they
have an intelligent idea of what the
Grange is, and the best way to give
them this intelligent idea is to get
them to read a good Grange paper.
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THE FRENCH METROPOLIS.

The City and its Defences.— A Sunday
at Versailles. — Interesting Account of
the Great Illumination.

In my last, I referred to some of
the objects of interest in Paris. Of
the great city itself, but little au-
thenic history of its origin is known,
further than that in the time of Juli-
us Camsar, that portion south of the
Seine, was occupied by a tribe of
semi-barbarians, who had chosen the
site for reason of the defence offered
them by the encircling river. The
Romans took the place, and it grad-
ually rose in importance. The Em-
peror Julian built him a palace here,
the remains of which still exist.—
Many of the public buildings were
erected in the twelfth century.

The city has been the scene of
many sanguinary canflicts, both from
foreign enemies and insurrections
within. Owing to the constant in-
cursions of the English during the
reign of Charles V, fortifications
were thrown around the city, and
from that time large sums have been
expended on its defences. Some of
the gates of the old wall are yet
standing. The present walls, or fort-
ifications, were constructed by M.
Thiers, in 1841, the entire length of
which is about 28 miles. It consists
of ninety-four different bastions. The
walls of the ramparts are 33 feet in
height, and encircled with a ditch 18
feet deep, and from 50 to 100 feet in
width. Back of these, sixteen de-
tached forts frowning from stecp
heights above, defend the approaches
to the city. In 1870 these works
were armed with 15,000 guns, and
yet the city was taken by the Prus-
sians. Since then, another series of
forts larger and stronger than the
former have been constructed, at a
greater distance from the fortifica-
tions; and the French now think
the city impregnable.

VERSAILLES.

A writer has said “that if Paris
were blotted from the face of the
earth, leaving nothing behind it but
the palace of Versailles, a journey to
it would pay the visitor from a foreign
land.” The town is about twelve
miles out of Paris by rail, and has a
population of about 65,000. The
Royal Palace is a massive stone struc-
ure, immense in size, but by no means
commanding in appearance. In it
the senate and chambers of deputies
hold their sessions. It is the won-
derful park, gardens, and water works
that makes it perhaps the most
interesting spot in France. The
gardens were laid out by Louis XIV,
who, it is said, expended more than
$200,000,000 on it, the exact figures
not being known, as the records of
the cost were destroyed by the king’s
own hand, to conceal the royal ex-
travagance. The park is the most
extensive and beautiful in the world,
with magnificent walks, drives, foun-

tains and lakes. The Prussians occu-
pied the place in 1871, and it was
there that King William was pro-
claimed Emperor of Germany, in the
midst of his victorious generals and
army. The fountains play but once a
month,and that on Sunday, commenc-
ing at four oclock P. M. June the
25th, being a “fete day,” when all the
fountains would play, a small party
of us took the cars in the afternoen,
and rode to see the palace and the
great show. On arriving (alhough it
was Sunday) we found thousands of
people assembled, and crowds coming
from every direction, bands were
playing, balloons ascending, and
cannons booming. A glance through
the long series of roomsin the Art
Gallery, and a walk through a por-
tion of the park and garden, viewing
the most beautiful landscape scenery,
the eye ever beheld, brought us to a
point where, the shade of a beautiful
cedar uiforded protection from the
heat of the boiling sun, and the curb-
stone a seat, luxuries which but few
could enjoy, and at the same time
have a commanding view of the great
arena where the great contest of
waters was to take place. Ten thous-
and people gathered and took posi-
tions in plain view of the great
fountains of Neptune, Apollo, Latona,
Daybreak, and others, and as every
one was gazing upon them, intent on
seeing the first upheaval of the waters,
a crash of thunder that made the
very rocks tremble, burst from a
little cloud which but a few moments
before every one had rejoiced to see
intercepting the scorching rays of the
sun; and instantly every eye was
turned heavenwrd and met ‘with a
flash of lightning almost blinding,
followed by another crash of thunder
more terrible than first. The waters
from the fountains leaped up and
mingled with the downward flow from
the great fountain above. Ten thous-
and umbrellas were raised, and the
rich overskirts of the ladies adjusted,
80 as to protect them from the
spattering rain. The umbrellas af-
forded protection, and all seemed to
enjoy the scene ;

“And the fountains gaily played.”

But the scene changed : what seemed
at first to be but a summer’s shower,
proved to be a storm. The rain
came down in torrents, with hail and
wind which completely demolished
the umbrellas, when a general “stam-
pede” commenced. The water ran
in torrents over the pavements and
down the declivity towards the lake,
through which the ecrowd waded,
silk hats and rich bonnets wilted and
drooped, and white shirts hung heavi-
ly. Thescene forcibly impressed the
mind with the truth of the old proverb,
that, “there is but one step from
the sublime to the ridiculous.” The
thick branches of the cedar which
had given us shelter from the sun's
heat, served a double purpose, and
protected us from the fury of the
wind, so that with the aid of our
umbrellas we managed to save our
beavers and a thorough drenching.
The crowd disappeared, and the storm
passed over; but,

“The fountains, they played on.”

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTHDAY OF
THE REPUBLIC.
Whether Sunday, the 30th day of
June, was in reality the anniversary
of that event or not, does not maftter,
for with the French people, Sunday
is the only day in the week good
enough for a celebration, a public
demonstration. For several weeks
previous, great preparations had been

going on, along the great avenues and
in the public grounds of the city, for
the illumination. A shower of rain
the previous night, laid the dust and
cooled the atmosphere, and the day
pwas all that could be desired. Unlike
our Fourth of July celebrations, the
burning of gunpowder was dispensed
with, except in the firing of a salute
in the morning. Taking an open
carriage, we -drove through some of
the principal streets, and visited
several places of interest. All the
buildings were profusely decorated
with flags, mottoes, emblems, and
flowers.  Columns and triumphal
arches were erected; and all the
appliances for a general illumination
were in position. It seemed as if
every one had attempted to out-do
his neighbor in decorating his premi-
ses. The streets were densely erowd-
ed with people and carriages, and
our progress was frequently attended
with difficulty. In the evening, the
carriages were ordered off from the
principal avenues, the street cars
ceased to run, and the carriage-ways
were given to pedestrians. The
public illuminations, which cost the
government and city one and a half
millions of dollars, were principally
confined to the two great avenues,
“Bois de Bologne,” and *Champ
Elysees,” including their gardens and
parks, the “Place de'La Concorde,”
and the “ Gardens of the Tuilleries,”
extending nearly four miles in length.
Along these avenues and in the
“Place de la Concorde,” alone, 40,000
glass globes covered as many jets of
burning gas, surmounting and con-
necting lamp-posts, resembling rows
of burning pyramids, connected with
chains of fire, and the windows, ve-
randahs, and house-tops, demonstra-
ted that the private citizens did not
“put their lights under a bushel.”
Passing from the “Elysian Fields,”
into the “Gardens of the Tuilleries,”
a most enchanting and bewildering
scene met the eye. Colonades of fire,
supporting massive frontice work of
sparkling colored lights, as beautifully
and artistically arranged as if it had
been done by the artists’ brush, ex-
tended for half a mile on either side
of the great passage way through the
Gardens, to the Orchestra, where 500
singers were making the Gardens riug
with stirring music, over which, and
directly between the burning colo-
nades, flashed a star of electric light,
almost as bright as the noon-day sun.
Beds of flowers were made to sparkle
like diamonds and rubies; and pale
moons shone through the trees of the
unlighted portions of the Garden.
At the same time, at the extreme
west of this great field of blazing
lights, in the park of the “Bois de
Bologne,” 100,000 tinted lights,
charmingly arranged, sparkled among
the trees; and the very heavens were
made to blaze with the magnificent
and wonderful display of fireworks.
The number of persons witnessiug
the illumination could be estimated
only by the area covered by them.
For miles around every available
space was occupied by the dense
moving masses, and thousands gazed
from the doors, windows, balconies,
and house-tops. Martial musie, sing-
ing, “The Marsecillaise” and other
stirring national odes, and cheering,
were in order; but no drunkenness,
or riotous conduct was indulged in,
The Republicans were jubilant and
seemed to be inspired with true
patriotism. The Imperialists were
quiet and reserved. To a superficial
observer, the Republic seems to be
firmly implanted in the confidence
and affections of the masses ; and did
they possess the intelligence ang

high moral culture necessa to
qualify them for self‘-governmgt, i
should have faith in the Permanency

of the Republic; but with the wealth,
intelligence and influence largely
with the Monarchists, who, takingy
advantage of the poverty and credy.
lity of the masses, with winning ways,
deceptive tongues, and false pledges,
will gradually divide the vote of the
Republicans, and regain a controlling
influence in the governwent, and the
end will come. I speak only my own
convictions and apprehensions; ang
sincerely hope that time and eventy
may prove them groundless.

Feeding Band-wire in Stray,

As the use of self-binders, wire be.
ing used, is becoming quite general, it
is well to move quite cautiously in the
matter of allowing cattle to eat straw
from which the wire has not been
removed. Cattle should not be a]-
lowed to eat straw from which the
wire bands have not been removeq,
though the Wire may not prove fatal,
as is shown by Mr Clarkston in the
Lowa State Register: ¢ Self binders,
using wire, are coming into general
use, and stock-raising is of too much
consequence to be jeopardized hy
any injurious element. In the sum-
mer of 1863 and 1864 the grain on
Melrose farm was bound with wire,
There was no effort made to save the
wire from the straw when threshing,
The cattle of the farm were wintered
at the straw stack. At the time there
was considerable talk on this subject,
and cosequently the result of such
feeding was watched with interest.

There could not be discovered
outwardly any deleterious effects of
the wire on grown cattle, COWS, or
younger stock, all appeared to prosper
and were healthy. This would appear
to be nearly conclusive evidence that
there was no danger from such wire.

But in the fall of 1864 we slaught-
ered a steer for beef, and made close
observations as to the effect of the
wire. The steer had not eaten any
of the straw in which there was wire
for seven months. There was in the
first stomach (sometimes called mani-
fold) at least one hundred pieces of
wire of from half an inch to an inch
long, sticking in the honey-comb lin-
ing of the first stomach. They were
fast, and immovable by any operation
of nature, and would ‘evidently have
remained there as long as the animal
lived. There were few in the second,
and less in the third stomachs, but
none could be found in the intes-
tines. And while the presence of
these wires threatened serious diffi-
culty, yet there was not the least in-
flamation, mattering, or ossification
around the wires. The next year
(after they had been feeding two
winters on the same) we slaughtered
again, and found the wires in the
manifold. Again, in the fall of 1866,
we killed a dry cow, which had no
chance of eating wire for over twenty
months, but the pieces were found
plentifully. And yet during all this
time, and ever since, our stock has
been healthy and grew finely under
the care administered at Melrose
Farm. And there are two old cows,
at least, now on the farm doing their
duty, that fed on wire and straw
twelve years ago.

And yet with this evidence before
us of the innocent effect of wire, we

would, in threshing, remove the wire

easily throw out the wire. A pair of
shears is best for cutting wire on
bundles, and it is but little trouble to
catch the wire in the left hand and
pull it out as it is cut.— Mich. Farmer.

A devoted husband says that the
pPhonograph is simply a machine that
*“ talks back,” and he has had one of
that kind in his house ever since he

was married.

from the straw. A band cutter can ,
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J. H. GARDNER,

I would again call the attention of
the Patrons to the fact that I am fur-
nishing the Dbest warranted wagons at
manufacturer's prices, which are now
sent subject to examination, and if
not satisfactory, they can bereturned,
if the pay is placed with the Grange
Master in advance, and he certifies to
the order. These wagons took the
first premium over the Studebaker
wagon at the Spring Fair in St
Joseph County. They are second to
no wagon made in Michigan.

Any one wanting a drill to use
this season should now send on their
orders, as I am now contracting for
the “ Western” and ¢ Farmers
Friend,” and I desire to know how
many are wanted soon. If orders are
delayed until seeding time it may be
to late to secure them; as some were
disappointed in getting reapers of
me by delaying until a few days be-
fore harvest.

I have got a few plows on hand,
which I can ship immediately to any
place, from $9 to $10 per plow, Fan-
ning mills for $18, as good as any
made. Get a new mill and put your
wheat in the best condition possible,
so that you can get the highest price
for extra clean wheat. 1t will pay
well; feed the screenings to the poul-
try, and that will pay again.

To any person wanting a large
horse power cane mill, I would say
that I have one to sell for $100 with
bagasse carrier sixteen feet long, that
will crush sufficient juice to supply a
large sized evaporater and heater
combined, if proper power is used.

I quote Mason’s quart fruit jars for

$14.50 a gross on hand and ordered
direct from the jobbers; cash to ac-
company orders in all cases. I have
also a large stock of groceries on
hand and ean order them from Chicago
or Detroit and send to any part of the
State, if taken in whole packages, at
wholesale prices, and no commissions
charged. Cheese is now about Ticts
{ 1b., for best full cream; skimmed
from 5 to 6icents, according to quali-
ty. It will probably be higher betore
long.
_The followmng from the Grange
Bulletin, seems as applicable to Mich-
igan as elsewhere. *Every member
of the Order is bound by the acts of
the Order, and when any Grange
adopts a measure that it has the right
to adopt, its members are estopped
from whatever destroys it's legiti-
mate effects. When a State Grange
erects a business establishment or
adopts a law, not only is every
Patron within its jurisdiction bound
to respect that business establishment
or that law, but every Subordinate
and County Grange within its juris-
diction is bound to do so too.
Within its jurisdictiou the acts of
every Grange are binding on all Pa-
trons,

“In its business undertakings,
more than any other, the Order needs
to be supported by all its members.
It cannot secure any permanent ad-
Vvantages except by following out the
principles of co-operation; and it can
ot carry out the principles ot co-
operation so long as individual Pa-
trons claim and exercise the right to
Please themselves in competition to
the Grange business establishments.
When any Patron does anything that
lessons the trade of the agencies he
fails in his duty to the Order.”

THE truly wise man should have
no keeper of his secret but himself.

Canned Butter.

Such has been the progress in the
manufacture of American butter that
that article is now marketed in all
sorts of shapes both for home use and
foreign exports. Fine creamery but-
ter is made to retain its sweetness
and purity, kept however long in any
part of the world, especially in the
warmer climates.  Ships making
long voyages or parties going on a
cruise, and people living isloated in
sections, with no opportunities for
making or purchasing freshly-made
butter now no longer need eat poor
butter, when a nice article can be
obtained that will retain its flavor
for an indefinite length of time.
Canned butter now figures in the ex-
ports of the United States quite
prominently. The butter is packed
fresh from the churn, at the packing
rooms of the creamery. In the meth-
od of, regulating the temperature lies
the great secret of the success which
our American creameries have obtain-
cd. Butter sealed in cans is free from
foreign substances, such as salt and
pickle. A can of butter that had
been sealed nearly ayear was found
by an assayer to be as fresh as when
made, and was not affected in the least
by the tin. It has also been ascer-
tained by experiment that dairy but-
ter is more liable’ to melt in a warm
temperature than creamery butter,
for the reason that the latter consists
of only a single churning and is pack-
ed closer, while the former generally
consists of several churnings which
are apt to vary in quality in hot weath-
er. The introduction of canned but-
ter is destined to become a large in-
dustry, and the success of the move-
ment is assured. The principal rival
to American enterpries in the indus-
try is Denmark, which country has
for some years exported canned but-
ter to various hot climates, but chiefly
to South America. The great care
taken by the Danish dairymen to
perserve the grain of their butter, has
given them an advantage in the past
so far as the foreign export trade is
concerned ; but it is now claimed that
the American-made article is super-
ior to the Danish article in some re-
spects, and that it can be (and is)
sold at less price than Danish butter,
which is its only competitor. At a
famous dairy farm at Gieddesdol, 748,
997 pounds (Danish pounds, one of
which equals 1,102 pounds English) of
milk, used for butter-making, yielded
22,270 pounds of butter, 100 pounds
of milk thus producing 3.43 pounds
of butter, or 29.2 pounds of milk pro-
ducing one pound of butter, which is
about the average yield of Danish
butter.

Very little of canned butter is seen
in our markets, and that little is put
up by butter-makers for hotels and
private parties who order it in that
shape.— Cultivator.

How To HARDEN BUTTER.—A meth-
od in practice among the best butter
makers in England for rendering
butter firm and solid during the hot
weather is as follows: Carbonate of
soda and alum are used for the pur-
pose, made into powder. For twenty
pounds of butter one teaspoonful of
carbonate of soda and one teaspoon-
ful of powder alum are mingled to-
gether at the time of churning, and
put into the cream. The effect of
this powder is to make the butter
become firm and solid, and to giveit a
clean sweet flavor. It does not enter
into the butter, but its action is upon
the cream, and it passes off with the
bettermilk. The ingredients of the
powder should not be mingled togeth-
er until required to be used, or at the
time the cream is in the churn ready

Don’t brag. Avoid quarrels.

for churning.— Exchange.

Qorrespondencg,

SILVER LAKE GRANGE, No. 629,)

July 10th, 1878, J
Bro. J. T, Cobb :

As there has been nothing in the
Visiror for some time from our
Grange, will now tell you and the read-
ers of the VIsITOR how we are getting
along. We are taking in more new
and good members this season than
ever before, and still they come. The
facts are these: We organized our
Grange two years ago with 16 members,
took in a few more members and
stopped. The remainder of the farmers
around seemed to think it was of no
consequence, and would soon die out,
and I fear too many were in hopes it
would. But weak as we are, we built a
snug little hall, 18x30 feet, last summer.
This spring we bought a good organ.
These things, with our superior facilties
of trade, began to open their eyes, and
the results are very satisfactory, and
the outlook at present is that we shall
have to enlarge our hall to accommodate
all that want to come in. We hold our
meetings once in two weeks, Saturday
afternoon, and the afternoon is getting
too short for us, we cannot get through
in time fo do chores. Af our last meet-
ing I called for and obtained a
verbal report of the growing crops of
every farmer present; of course, there
were some farm hands and some young
men who do not own farms,who had no
report to make. The crop prospects, as
reported, were decidedly flattering, the
majority reported their erops as being
abeve the average and some considera-
bly above, while there were but one or
two who reported below, and those
from local causes, and certain crops.
Winter wheat is reported as heavy, the
best it has been for years, and is now
out of harm’s way from any usual cause
of shrinkage, while spring wheat is
about medium with an increased acre-
age, hence a good crop in prospective.

As to the Chicago agent, Brother
Thomas Mason, I will say that I con-
signed sixty bushels of beansin June,
and his dealings with me are entirely
satisfactory, I realized 31} cents per
bushel more for them than I could
have got here over and above freight,
cartage, commission and all. I believe
him the right man in the right place,
and would advise all Patrons of Western
Michigan to patrenize him with their
produce, and also give hin their orders
for goods to buy. Let us support our
own agents in preference to supporting
those who would crush us if they could.
Our Grange will probably do quite an
extensive business in the way of pro-
duce with Brother Mason the coming
fall. Fraternally,

T. H. CLYDE, Lecturer.
Kansas City, Mo., July 25. }
To J. T. Cobdb, Esq.—Dear Sir :

I write in behalf of the above firm,
to inquire about the apple crop of
Michigan. Apples are comparatively a
failure here, and we shdll be dependent
largely upon Michigan to or some other
part of the country for our supply. 'The
firm have a house at Lawrence, Kan.,
which handled last year 10,000 barrels.
They have established a house here,
because Karisas City affords greater fa-
cilities for the distribution of produce.
The two houses can handle to advan-
tage 30,000 barrels, and any informa-
tion you can give them about the crop
of your State, will greatly oblige. Hop-
ing to hear fromx you at your earliest

convenience, [ am, truly yours,
M. L. THOMPSON.

The writer of the above letter is an
ofd friend, who has been in Kansas for
some years. We presume he repre-
sents a reliable house. Will our
readers post us up about the apple
crop prospects. J.T.C.

OFFICE OF HOWARD BRos. & KEN-
DALL, CoMMISSION MERCHANTS,

MARILLA, Manistee Co.,}
July 24, 1878.
Worthy Sec’y Cobb :
The Manistee Districc Pomona

Grange held its quarterly session at
Marilla Center school house July 16-17.
Bear Lake, Pleasanton, Cleon, and
Marilla were well represented, notwith-
standing the hot weather and the
hurry of the season. Those intending
to be present from Sherman were pre-
vented from coming by sickness. It

is thought the time was pleasantly and

profitably spent, and that Pomona

Granges can be of great good to the

Order. MRs. JENNIE A. PoPEg, Sec.,

Manistee Dist. Pomona Grange. No. 21.
July 15, 1878.

Worthy Bro. Cobb :

It is harvest time and I have all the
work I can well get along with, but T
will take time to write a few lines to
your valuable paper. First, I will say
that our Grange is doing well and is
steadily on the increase Last Tuesday
we had work in the fourth degree, and
after the work for the evening was
done, our worthy Master closed the
Grange,and we had the tables all ready
and with our friends outside the gate,
(for we had the priviledge of inviting
our friends who were not Grangers to
enjoy the feast) we gathered areund
the board and were helped by the good
Brothers and Sisters to the nice things
provided. The supper over, and the
tables cleared away, we had a good
social visit. Some of the young people
did not leave the hail until twelve
oclock. I guess they enjoyed them-
elves. Well, I am always in faver of
having our feasts and lectures in such
a way that we can ask our friends to
come in and enjoy them with us, for
it certainly has a tendency to bring in
our Order those who would have never
joined us had it not been for the oppor-
tunity they had te hear some of our
excellent lectures, delivered under such
circumstances. 1t gives the outsiders
a chance to know what our ebjects are
and for what end we are laboring.

Already I have said more than I in-
tended to, so I will close by saying that
the more I attend the Grange here, and
the more I attend other Granges, and
read the GRANGE VISITOR, the better
I like the Grange and its works.

A SISTER.

Artox, Kent Co. Mich.,

Paw Paw, July 13, 1878.
Bro. J. 1. Cobb:

Pleaseannounce through the VisiTor,
that the next regular meeting of the
Van Buren County Grange, No. 13,will
be held at South Haven, on the 8th day
of August next, at 10 oclock A. M.

Patrons, why not go to South Haven
on the 8th of August, cannot we afford
to leave our farms and business a day
or two? The hurry of the season will
be over, let us gather on the shore of
our grand old Lake Michigan.

The South Haven Grange will cordi-
ally welcome us, we shall have a pleas-
ant time, and we trust every subordi-
nate Grange in the County will be
represented. D. WO0ODMAN, Master.

THREE RIVERS, July 25th, ’78.
Mr. J. T. Cobb, Schooleraft :

WorTHY SEC'Y.— Please neotice in
the next issue of the GRANGE VISITOR
that St. Joseph County Pomona Grange
No. 4, holds its next regular meeting
Thursday, September 5th, at fhe Grange
Hall, in the village of Leonidas.

Yours truly,
‘W. G. LELAND, Sec.

AUSTERLITZ, July 15, 1878.
The next meeting of Kent County
Grange, No. 18, will be held at the hall
of Whitneyville Grange, August 7th, at
10 o’clock A. M. All fourth degree
members invited. M. B. HINE, Sec.

A NUMBER of butchers and provis-
ions dealers in Liverpool, England,
have clubbed together for an experi-
mental importation of live hogs from
this country. They have purchased
a steamer and had her fitted for the
acommodation of 2,600 hogs between
decks, besides a large number of cat-
tle on the main deck. If the venture
turns out well they propose to estab-
lish a full line of steamers for this
business. Facilities have been pro-
vided for killing and drssing the hogs
on board in case of necessity.—Mich.
Farmer.

BrOTHER Smith,” said a doleful-
looking individual ,“ my mind is in a
very unsettled state. I don’t know but
I have had a call to preach.” “O, never
mind,” said that sympathizing broth-
er; I wouldn,t worry about it if I
was in_your place, for like enough
you won't hear it again these forty
years.”
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Officers and members of Subordinate Granges
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange.

BLMKS.

Blanks that are sent free from this office on
application are :
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-
ordinate “Granges.
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-
mona Granges.

Blank application for organizing Pomona
Granges.
Blank applications for Membership in Pomona

Granges.
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer.
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges.
Blank Certificates of Election to County
Convention.
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to
the State Grange.
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges.
Blank Applications for Certificate of Dimit.
Blank Plaster Orders.
Blank Certificates of Incorporation.

Michigan Representation in Congress.

The communications from Brother
Tomlinson were a day to late for the
last No. of the VISITOR, for which they
were intended. But perhaps our read-
ers have more time to read and reflect
upon the situation, now that the har-
vest is over than they had two weeks
ago. The showing made isa bad one
for our Agricultural State, but if we
are satisfied with it, we might per-
haps save ourselves some trouble by
committing this whole matter of Con-
gresssonal legislation to the few hun-
dred lawyers we have in the State,
and let them fix it up among them-
selves.

If other classes are unfit for this
service, or by usage are practically
ruled out, why need we waste time
and effort in aiding this lawyer to a
place instead of that. If lawyers are
the only men that know what legisla-
tion the people need, why not com-
mit the whole matter to them. It
seems quite unnecessary and foolish
for others*to "mix in." We have
now a lawyer delegation in congress
from this State—mostly young men.
and the farmers of the State, though
in a majority will nearly all vote this
fall to return this lot of lawyers or
another to Congress. As shameful
and stupid as this appears, | still feel
that we have made a long stride in
the right direction within the last five
years. Until the Patrons of Hus-
bandry raised this question, no one
apparently had ever thought what a
great wrong was tolerated from year
to year. In fact the farmer has had
little or no right to complain of the
Congressional legislation that affected
his business as he had made no move
to protect his interests, but had ap-
parently been satisfied that it should
either take care of itself, or depend
on those to look after it who have evi-
dently been studiously intent on tak-
ing care of themselves. The fault has
been our own, and when once recog-
nized the ground work is laid for re-
form. But this will not come from a
mere statement of the matter. The
laboring class must come to under-

stand that our form of government
imposes responsibilities on every citi-
zen however humble. The great mass
of the people want to be well repre-
sented, but are still inclined to leave
the whole matter to the managing
men of the political parties, seldom
taking the interest in measures that
they do in the success of the parties
to which they belong. If the primary
meeting is not attended by those who
complain, their chance of remedying
the evil complained of is lost. We
have never been disposed to insist
that farmers were the only honest
men—not a bit of it. Human nature
is much the same whatever the occu-
pation. But if we have mellof ability
in the Agricultural class (and we need
not say if, for all know we have,) by
what sort of law or logic are they
overlooked by the nominating conven-
tions of political parties.

But the world moves, and we
note with satisfaction in our Grange
and Agricultural exchanges the very
general demand for a more faithful
representation in the legislative bod-
ies of the country of the Agricultural
interest. While the demand for more
farmers is not uniformly urged, the
demand that fewer lawyers be allowed
to misrepresent the people is every
where made. The demand will sooner
or later be heai d.

It has been heard in reference to
our claims for a share of the State
officers, and the time is not distant
when by continued agitation the peo-
ple will be awakened to a sense of
duty that will bring with it a correc-
tion.

Visitor Files.

Do you keep a file of your VISITOR.
If not, why not. Its make up is such
that it can be kept for future refer-
ence, or reading with little cost or
trouble.  When in town get a dozen
of these flat head paper fasteners at a
book-store. Two of them an inch
long will carry a full volume in good
shape, and it is but the work of a
moment to add the new copy when
received.

Those who have kept a file of the
VISITOR since its enlargement, have
the Reports of the Officers of the
State Grange at its last session, the
rulings and decisions contained in the
Digest lately revised by the Ex. Com.
of the National Grange, the By-Laws
of the Mich. State Grange as amended
and now in force, together with the
Rulings of the Master of the State
Grange, and you are now getting in
each succeeding No. the letters of
Bro. Woodman. Starting out as they
did with his leaving New York on the
22d of May, we have a connected ac-
count of matters of interest that come
under his observation. You have re-
ceived your papers through this busy
season of the year when many of you
have not found time to look over
even hastily, the papers you are tak-
ing. If you have kept your VISITOR
on file, in the season of leisure that is
but a little way off pick it up and in
looking it over you will find in it
many things to interest you. Besides
the doing it, or having it done is a

good lesson to the children. In many
families that never save a paper, a
good many other things are not saved
that might be, with advantage and
profit to all concerned.

Picnic at Battle Creek.

We have received aposter announc-
ing a Grange Picnic two miles sputh
of Battle Creek, on the 8th of Aug.
We have a vivid recollection of at-
tending a Grange Picnic at that place
three years ago. It was than a grand
success, and as delegation after dele-
gation with music and banners filed
into the long procession that stretched
from the town out in to the country
for two miles, the good people of the
city came to fully realize for the first
time that the Grangers were a power
in the land. W.ith such energetic Pa-
trons as are to be found in every part
of Calhoun County, we can safely
predict if the day is favorable, a large
turn out of the sturdy farmers with
their families on this occasion.

W. A. Armstrong,Sec'y of the State
Grange of New York, and one of the
Editors of the Husbandman is posted
as THE speaker of the day. We have
not heard Bro. Armstrong from the
platform, but as a writer he has within
the last four years obtained a Nation-
al reputation, and now stands in the
front rank doing valiant service in the
work of agricultural advancement.

Ilis clear, concise style, with
his bold and independent course in
attacking any form of monopoly, or
abuse that has invaded the rights of
the people, together with hi3 carefully
prepared Reports of the Proceedings
of the Elmira Farmer's Club, which
has become so famous, has given him
a prominence and his paper an influ-
ence with the farmers of the country,
that few journalists acquire in a life-
time and few agricultural journals
can obtain.

The Patrons and farmers of neigh-
boring Counties will be welcome, and
we think well repaid for the time,
trouble and expense, incident to their
attending the Battle Creek Grange
Picnic on that day.

GRANGES delinquent in reports
from Secretaries for quarter ending
March 31st, 1872:

17, 32, 50, 52, 62, 67, 68.69, 77, 79 86
94, 97, 102, 112, 135, 138, 141, 146 179
181, 182, 187, 197, 208, 209, 228 236 249
245, 255, 264, 265, 282 287 288 307 308'
309, 313, 320, 321 329 334 342 345
371, 378, 383, 385, 386 411 418 429 4?1
447, 448, 450 457 460 468 478 492 502
504, 505, 509, 522 523 526 534' 553
556, 560, 570, 598; 600, 604, 605, 611.

This list does not include those
dormant Granges that have not re-
ported for a year or more, of which
there are quite a number, who seem
practically dead, though they have

{mt formally surrendered their char-
ers.

WE have been notified, that their
will be a County Grange Picnic on the
Allegan County Fair Grounds, on the
21st of August As Allegan Corne-
lias been the Banner County of the
State a large gathering of

Patl-ons
may be expected. Good speakers
zndISImUBIO Can be A e E 0?
invited everywhere ™rdia%

Bv a circular from Bro. L. II. lves
of Ingham County, we learn that the
Patrons of Ingham are to have a
" Grand Harvest Picnic on the fair-
grounds at Mason, on Wednesday
Aug. 7th. The order of preparation
demanded by the circular, has no
uncertain sound, and with such a
popular speaker as Bro. C. G. Luce
we predict a large gathering of the
Patrons and their friends of Ingham
and neighboring counties.

JUST before going to press, we re-
ceived from If. D. Piatt, a copy of an
agreement by which the signers agree
to mutually share in the expense of
defending any of the parties to the
agreement who may be sued for in-
fringement of the patent claimed to be
owned by Joseph Bickford & Co.

That's right. That is practical co-
operation that will probably do good
at small expense.—Ed.

What the Country Needs.

Fewer men who seek office and
more men whom the office seeks.

Fewer dogs and more sheep.

Fewer trickling demagogues, who
are anything or nothing, as interest
dictates, and more brave men who
dare to do their own thinking, and say
what they think.

Fewer great men made to order
and of small material, and thrust in
front of men who have capacity for
greatness.

Fewer juvenile statesmen, who are
eager to rush into the places their
seniors and betters ought to occupy.

Fewer impetuous young men, eager
to rush into print and raise the devil
generally.

Fewer men to advocate the election
of favorites on personal grounds, and
more for the public good.

Fewer wire-pullers in popular con-
ventions, and more people.

Fewer "leaders" to knuckle to
popular prejudice, and more real
leaders to combat those prejudices
when wrong.

Fewer (No) bar rooms and more
schools.

Fewer fences and more pastures

Fewer scrub cattle and more good
ones.— Greenshoro' [N~. C.) Patriot.

KEEPING EGOS—A correspondent
of the Utica N. Y. Republican, writes,
that she had tried salt pickle for keep-
ing eggs, found that when the brine
was too strong, it hardened the yolk
of the egg. But she had tried the
recipe recommended by the National
Butter and Egg Association and had
been successful. This receipt (one
bushel of lime, eight quarts of salt,
twenty-five ten quarts pails of water).
| reduced to the proportions which
| wanted to use, and carfully perpar-
ed the brine according to direction,
though | used air-slacked lime, as |
had no other, and put in the eggs;
this was the last of August, | think;
and though the others spoiled in four
or five weeks, these are good now.

KISSING by telephone is the latest.
The telephone consists of a string,
one end of which is placed between
the teeth of each kisser, and stretch-
ed. Each one chews and understands
the situation about the middle of the
string.

A PAPER butter plate manufactory
at Lyons, lowa,now turns out 112,000
plates per day. The demand is so
great, however, that facilities are
to be added until 300,000 per day
can be manufactured.



