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S I 1 A I . L W E S E L I , T H E F A R M . 

B Y A G N E S . 

We're getting old and feeble, wife, 
Our life work's nearly done, 

For many years we've labored, 
From dawn to set of sun. 

I think I'll sell the farm, wife, 
I'm sick of work and care 

And long for rest and leisure, 
Don't you these longings share ? 

Why father are you sane, man ! 
Do you know what you'd do ? 

To sell ¿he home you were born in 
And all of our children too. 

There's r.ot a shrub or rock here, 
But is a hallowed shrine, 

I think, 'twould break my heart, to know 
I could not call them mine. 

Our children all together, 
Have grown up here, and gone, 

The memory of their child life, 
To every work belongs, 

Hard work don't bring the heart pangs, 
This parting would to me, 

Just think, of seeing strangers 
Beneath our old roof tree. 

We'll labor here together, 
Unto our latest breath, 

And find our rent, and leisure 
"When life shall end in death. 

Where the Fault Lies! 

To the Editor of the VISITOR : 
I am glad to see the discussion in 

y o u r va luable paper upon " W h y are 
not F a r m e r s R e p r e s e n t e d in our State 
and National L e g i s l a t u r e s b y F a r m -
ers ? " I t shows t h a t t h e f a r m e r 
is g e t t i n g his e y e s open and is 
b e g i n i n g to see why. B r o t h e r P r a y 
and B r o t h e r W o o d m a n , in their arti-
cles, h a v e g i v e n some plain reasons, 
t ruthful o n e s ; b u t there are o t h e r 
reasons. The fau l t is n o t all w i t h 
the l a w y e r s nor w i t h the politi-
cians. I t is t h e i r business to c a r r y 
the conventions and m a k e the nomi-
nat ions to sui t t h e m s e l v e s , and t h e y 
are ent i t led to c r e d i t for their 
uni form success . T h e whole fau l t 
l ies w i t h the farmer, n o t so m u c h 
for his f a i l i n g to a t tend p r i m a r y 
meet ings , b u t for b e i n g h o o d w i n k e d 
a n d flattered b y the pol i t ic ian a t the 
C o u n t y seat or principal" town w h e r e 
pol i t ic ians concentrate . I f the Coun-
t y c l ique of e i ther p a r t y w a n t a 
t i cket nominated a t the Convention, 
t h e first move is t o see t w o or three 
farmers in each township , c o n v i n c e 
them of their importance , and p o w e r 
a n d abi l i ty , and consult wi th t h e m 
b y s u g g e s t i n g w h a t t h e po l i t i c ians 
w a n t and d o i n g i t in such a manner 
that the f a r m e r t h i n k s that he has 
m a d e t h e s u g g e s t i o n himself , and 
u n w i t t i n g l y fal ls into the scheme, 
is s e n t to the C o u n t y C o n v e n t i o n 
and there v o t e s the slate m a d e up 
for h im b y t h e c l i q u e — h e r e is w h e r e 
the fault is. N o w there is n o t a 
township in M i c h i g a n w h e r e t h e farm-
ers c o u l d not, if t h e y w o u l d , send 
a delegation of farmers to t h e i r Coun-
ty Convent ion, and m a k e a nomina-
tion of farmers for the several C o u n t y 
offices, and t h e same m a y be said 
of the Congress ional and S t a t e 
Convent ions of e i ther polit ical p a r t } . 

L e t t h e pol i t ical w i r e w o r k e r s a n d 
c l iques alone, don ' t be foo led nor 
flattered b y them, and don't m i x up 

w i t h any o f their schemes, a n d then 
" F a r m e r s will be Represented b y 
F a r m e r s , " a n d not till then, So l o n g 
as we tie to the w i r e w o r k e r s of o u r 
s e v e r a l part ies , so l o n g w e are s imple 
tools in their hands. B e i n d e p e n d -
e n t ; be m e n ; and k e e p a loof from 
t h e court-house c l i q u e s a n d n o t 
p ledge y o u r s e l f to any scheme, and 
there wi l l be no trouble in g e t t i n g 
a fa i r proport ion of farmers in o u r 
S t a t e and Nat ional L e g i s l a t u r e s . I t 
is w e l l e n o u g h to hold on to our 
party a l leg iance , if w e c a n d o it and 
act i n d e n d e n t l y , but w h e n w e can ' t 
do that le t the p a r t y then g o to t l i e 

d o g ' , and act f o r o u r o w n interests . 
BATAVIA. 

Protecting' Cornfields f r m Birds. 

T h e c r o w , the black-bird and t h e 
b l u e j a y , are the only b i r d s that moles t 
o u r corn fields, and th is for a p e r i o d 
of about t w o weeks, s t a r t i n g from the 
time the corn is up. T o p r o t e c t the 
fields from their d e p r e d a t i o n s m a n y 
d e v i c e s a i " resorted to, t w o of which 
at least are effectual , the r e s t doing 
l i t t le or n o t h i n g a v e r t i n g the mis-
chief T h e t L is the running of a 
t w i n e around the field, e levated s i x 
to e ight feet f r o m the ground on poles; 
b u t th is requires t ime and is s o m e w h a t 
expensive . T h e o t h e r is to sow corn 
over the field to feed t h e h u n g r y 
bi ids . I t is n o t necessary to e x t e n d 
this s o w i n g over more than a small 
portion of t h e g r o u n d at t w o or three 
di f ferent places, a t the head-lands. 
T h e depredators wi l l soon d i s c o v e r 
the chari table donation a n d be perfect-
ly satisfied w i t h the arrangement , 
l eav ing the y o u n g plants u n h a r m e d 
In p r o v i d i n g t h i s r e m e d y t h e t ime 
spent w o u l d be tr i f l ing, and the w h o l e 
cost from a half to a bushel of corn. 
B u t it s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t the 
crow n e v e r eats h a r d corn. I f found 
hard it is carried off, s i x to e i g h t 
gra ins at a l ime, a n d buried unti l i t 
becomes soft . T h e r e f o r e the corn,be-
fore b e i n g scat tered , a portion a t a 
time, should first be wel l s o a k e d . 
W i t h this precaution w e t h i n k w e can 
promise any cornf ie ld to be free f r o m 
the depredat ion so m u c h complained 
of in certain s e a s o n s . — G e r m a n t o w n 
Telegraph. 

Carbolic Acid For Poultry Houses-

A wi iter in the L o n d e n Field slrong-
ly recommends the u s e of carbolic ac id 
for d e s t r o y i n g insects in p igeon a n d 
p o u l t r y houses , assert ing that it nei-
ther i n j u r e s the birds nor tends to 
drive t h e m f r o m their nests. H e 
uses it in t h e f o r m of a solution of 
t w o ounces o f common carbol ic acid 
to three quarts oi water , a p p l y i n g 
th is once a w e e k wi th a w a t e r i n g p o t , 
a f ter the h o u s e has been c a r e f u l l y 
s w e p t out. Bes ides the l ice and aca-
r ides that it des troys , i t is also ef-
ficient in dr iv ing out fleas. F o r the 
p u r p o s e of e x p e l l i n g lice f r o m the 
bodies of p igeons , the proposed meth-
od is said to be to m i x one p a r t 
C a l v e r t ' s l iqu id carbolic acid w i t h 
t h i r t y parts of water, and s h a k i n g 
w e l l before useing. 

Canning Strawberries. 

L a u r a E . S w e e t i n g of Y p s i l a n t i , 
Mich. , sends h e r m e t h o d of c a n n i n g 
s t r a w b e r r i e s to the Fruit Recorder, 
w h i c h is as f o l l o w s : I w o u l d say to 
those housekeepers who complain that 
t h e i r canned s trawberr ies wi l l not 
k e e p , that I have n e v e r lost a s ing le 
can since t r y i n g a w a y of m y o w n ; 
besdes , t h e y are p r o n o u n c e d b y those 
w h o see a n d taste them, the h a n d -
somest a n d best t h e y ever s a w or 
tasted. T h i s is m y w a y : P i c k the 
f r u i t at n i g h t ; to each quart p u t one 
teacup of w h i t e s u g a r ; m i x , l e t stand 
in coo l p lace o v e r n i g h t . I n t h e 
m o r n i n g p o u r all the j u i c e o u t into a 
porcelain k e t t l e , h e a t quite hot, t h e n 
strain t h r o u g h thin m u s l i n ; put on 
aga in and let come to boil. A d d t h e 
berries. W h e n t h e y h a v e boi led ten 
minutes skim into cans ful l as y o u 
l i k e ; add the b o i l i n g j u i c e till f u l l ; 
t a k e a s i lver tablespoon, r u n d o w n 
inside the can s e v e r a l t imes, l e t t ing 
the air escape. '"Jo n o t be afraid to 
do th is for t w o u . . . iree minutes, then 
fill wi th boi l ing juice, and seal. If 
y o u have m o r e j u i c e le f t add m o r e su-
g a r and make j e l l y . K e e p y o u r cans 
in a dark cool place. F o i raspberries 
m a k e s y r u p first; let boil, add frui t , 
and p r o c e e d in the same w a y , and 
please tel l y o u r r e a d e r s some t ime if 
y o u r f r u i t did not k e e p wel l . I f o r g o t 
to s a y t r y y o u r cans first, t h a t t h e y 
may be air-t>ght, and a f ter sealing, 
t u r n them upside d o w n unt i l cool . 

How To Raise Tomatces. 

T h e F r e n c h mode of ra is ing toma-
toes is as f o l l o w s : A s soon as a cluster 
of flowers is visible, t h e y top the s tem 
d o w n to t h e c luster , w h i c h soon push 
s t r o n g l y , and produce another c l u s t e r 
of flowers e a c h . W h e n these are visi-
ble.the branch to w h i c h t h e y belong 
is also t o p p e d d o w n to their level , 
and this is d o n e five t imes success-
i v e l y . B y this means t h e plants be-
come s t o u t dwarf bushes, n o t above 
e ighteen inches high. In o r d e r to 
p r e v e n t their f a l l i n g o v e r , s t i cks or 
s t r ings are s tretched h o r i z o n t a l l y 
a long the rows, so as to keep t h e m 
erect . I n addit ion to this, all laterals 
w h a t e v e r are n ipped off. I n th is way, 
the ripe sap is directed into the l'ruit, 
w h i c h acquire a b e a u t y , s ize a n d e x -
cellence, unattainable b y other means. 
—Southern Husbandman. 

N o w , if ever, is t h e t ime for the far -
m e r s and industr ia l classes g e n e r a l l y 
to be on the alert. I f t h e y des ire 
t h e p r o s p e r i t y of t h e c o u n t r y t h e y 
should b y all means h a v e t h e next 
general a s s e m b l y c o m p o s e d of farm-
ers. T h i s class k n o w t h e wants of the 
w o r k i n g m a n , t h e y p a y a v e r y l a r g e 
per cent, of the t a x e s and should b y 
all means have a v e r y l a r g e m a j o r i t y 
in both branches of the l e g i s l a t u r e . — 
Exchange. 

T h e common counci l of P e w a m o 
h a v e p a s s e d an ordinance t a x i n g 
l iquor se l lers from $100 t o $500 ac-
c o r d i n g to g r a d e . 
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[ a s t e r ' s d e p a r t m e n t . 

J . J . WOODMAN, - - - P A W P A W 

By-Laws of the Michigan State Grange. 

(Continued.) 

A R T I C L E I X . 

COMMITTEES. 
Section 1. A l l standing committees, 

unless otherwise ordered, shal l consist 
of l ive members, and be appointed as 
follows : Three by the Master and two 
by the Overseer. 

Sec. 2. A t the opening of the an-
nual meeting of this Grange there shall 
be appointed the following Standing 
Committees, to w h i c h shall be referred 
such business as would naturally be 
appropriate for them to consider, and 
report upon, which report shall be 
made as promptly as possible. 

Sec. 3. List of Standing Committees: 
On Order of Business ; 
On Division of Labor ; 
On Finance ; 
On Good of the Order: 
On Resolutions; 
On Co-operation and Transporta-

tion ; 
On B y - L a w s of State Grange ; 
On Instruction to Delegates to 

National G r a n g e ; 
On Publication ; 
On County and District Granges 

and their B y - L a w s ; 
On Claims and Grievances ; 
On Education ; 
On Mileage and Per Diem ; 
On B y - L a w s of Subordinate Gran-

ges ; 
On Constitutional Amendments . 

A R T I C L E X . 

DEPUTIES. 
Section 1. General Deputies.—The 

Master of this Grange shall, in conjunc-
tion with the Secretary, commission 
at least one General Deputy, and as 
m a n y more as the E x e c u t i v e Com-
mittee may deem necessary, w h o shall 
have the general supervision of all 
the field w o r k in the State. 

I tshal l be the duty of the Gen' l Deputy, 
upon proper application, to organize 
Subordinate Granges, putting the same 
in good working order. I t shall fur-
ther be his duty to visit exist ing 
Granges and install officers of such 
Granges when desired. He shall be 
vigilent that no disorder shall exist in 
the Granges under his jurisdiction, and 
shall report promptly any such disor-
der to the Master. F o r such and other 
duties than of organization required 
of such Deputy. The E x e c u t i v e Com-
mittee shall see that suitable compen-
sation be given. 

Sec.2. W h e n there shall have been five 
or more Subordinate Granges organized 
in any County, the Master and Secre-
tary of the State Grange shall appoint 
a resident County Deputy for such 
County, upon recommendation of the 
Masters of five of the then exist ing 
Granges, but the said Deputy shall be 
examined upon the unwritten work 
of the Order, before taking the field by 
some competent person named by the 
Master; provided, w h e n counties are 
organized into Councils, Special Depu-
ties' jurisdiction m a y extend to the 
Council so organized. 

Sec. 3. E a c h Deputy shall collect 
as fees from each Grange organized, 
the sum required by the National 
Grange, $15, forwarding the same 
promptly with the application for 
Charter to the National Secretary ; also 
the sum of $15 for the State Grange, 
from w h i c h amount the Deputy shall 
retain his fee and send the remainder 
to the Secretary of the State Grange, 
to be used as a fund for the propagation 
of the Order in this State. 

Sec. 4. General Deputies shall be al-
lowed to retain the sum of $15 for every 
GraDge properly organized and put in 
w o r k i n g order, and a County D e p u t y 
shall retain the sum of $10 for each 
Grange so organized. 

Sec. 5. The General and Special 
Deputies shall not be allowed to take 
in as charter members any w h o are not 
farmers, or principally engaged in busi-
ness pertaining to that calling. 

A R T I C L E X I . 
COUNCILS. 

Sec 1. I t shall be lawful for Subor-
dinate Granges to form themselves 
into associations to be called Councils, 
for t h e purpose of facil itating the trans-
action of business, or buying , selling, 
a n d shipping, a n d for such other pur-

poses as may seem for the good of the 
Order. 

Sec. 2. Councils shall be governed 
and their membership decided by such 
laws as they m a y from time to time 
make, not in conflict wi th the Consti-
tution of the National Grange, or B y -
L a w s of the State Grange. 

Sec. 3. T h e y may elect a business 
agent to act for their Execut ive Com-
mittee and in concert wi th the E x e c u -
tive Committee of the State Grange. 

A R T I C L E X I I . 
FISCAL Y E A R . 

The fiscal year of this and Subordi-
nate Granges shall commence on the 
first day of December, and end on 
the .'¡0th day of November of each year. 

A R T I C L E X I I I . 
SUBORDINATE G R A N G E S . 

Sec. 1. Quarterly Dues.—The Sec-
retary of the State Grange shall see 
that the quarterly reports from Subor-
nate Granges are promptly made and 
the dues p a i d ; and in case the dues 
remain delinquent two quarters, the 
delinquent Grange shall be reported 
to the Master of the State Grange. 
On receiving such notice it shall be 
the duty of the Master to warn the 
delinquent Grange, and if the dues 
are not forwarded in 30 days, the Mas-
ter m a y suspend the charter of said 
delinquent Grange, and the Masters 
of the Subordinate Granges in the 
County in w h i c h the suspended 
Grange is situated shall be immediately 
notified of such suspension. 

Sec. 2. Subordinate Granges shall 
not be required to pay dues on suspend-
ed members, during suspension. B u t 
w h e n suspended members are re-in-
stated, the Subordinate Grange shall 
then pay to the State Grange, the dues 
that have accrued during suspension. 

Sec. 3. Appeals.—Any Grange wiiose 
charter has been revoked may appeal 
to-the State Grange at any regular 
meeting, asking for reinstatement, and 
the State Grange shall have power to 
reinstate such Grange subject to such 
penalty as may seem just. 

Sec. 4. A n y member in good stand-
ing and clear on the books of their 
Subordinate Grange, shall be entitled 
to a withdrawal card, and such with-
drawal card shall sever their connec-
tion with the Order. 

Sec. 5. Subordinate Granges may 
grant dimits to members w h o are iii 
good standing, and clear on the books, 
on payment of twenty-f ive cents to 
the Secretary. A n d persons hav ing 
such dimit m a y be admitted to mem-
bership (if apply ing within one year 
from the time the dimit was granted), 
in any Subordinate Grange in whose 
jurisdiction they may at the time be, 
on payment of the amount of dues 
which they should have paid had they 
remained in the Grange grant ing the 
dimit. But they shall be subject to the 
same form of petition, investigation, 
and ballot, as those first apply ing for 
membership, except that a two-thirds 
vote shall elect. 

See. 0. Expulsions.—The Secretaries 
of Subordinate Granges shall report 
promply to the Secretary of the State 
Grange, and ail neighboring Granges, 
every sentence of indefinite suspension 
or expulsion, and in case of the remov-
al of the Patron, the Grange nearest 
his new residence shall be notified. 

See. 7. Applications.—All applicants 
for membership in Subordinate Gran-
ges shall be required to state in their 
application, whether or not they have 
been expelled or rejected from any 
other Grange. 

Sec. 8. Masters of Subordinate Gran-
ges are amenable to the State Grange 
only . 

Sec. 9. Election of Subordinate Gran-
ges. — T h e election of Subordinate 
Granges shall take place at the last 
regular meeting of each year. The 
installation of officers elect shall take 

Slace at the first regular meeting in 
anuary, or at a n y other subsequent 

time selected by the Grange. 
Sec. 10 Distance between Granges.— 

Hereafter no Grange shall be organized 
at a less distance than five miles from 
an existing Grange by direct line, with-
out consent of such G r a n g e ; and the 
jurisdiction of Subordinate Granges 
shall extend to one-half the distance 
on the usualy travelled road between 
contiguous Granges. 

Sec. 11. The Secretary of the Subor-
dinate Grange shall, w i th in ten days 
after the incorporation of such Grange, 
certify to the fact and date of such 
incorporation, and forward such cer-
ficate to the Secretary of the State 
Grange. 

Sec, 12. A n y Member of a Subordi-

nate Grange having been tried by this 
Grange for violation ofobligation or con- j 
duct predudieial to the interests of the 
Order,may,within tendays ,appeal tothe 
County or District Grange, in the 
County or District where said Subordi-
nate Grange is located, w h i c h appeal 
shall be sent to the Master, w h o shall 
file the same in his office, and noti fy 
the parties that the case wi l l lie tried 
by the Grievance Committee at the 
next meeting of the County or District 
Grange, g i v i n g time and place of meet-
ing. B u t in case tiiere be no County 
or District Grange in the County 
where said Subordinate Grange is 
located he m a y appeal to the Master of 
the State Grange, w h o may submit the 
same to the StateGrangeor to the Execu-
tive Committee of the State Grange. 

Sec. 13. N o member of the Order 
shall enter into litigation wi th another 
member of the Order without h a v i n g 
lirst submitted the cause of difference 
to the tribunal already provided in the 
Order. 

See. 14. I t shall be the duty of the 
Lecturer, in addition to his duties as 
set forth ill the Ritual of the Order, to 
make a full report of the amount and 
condition of the crops within the juris-
diction of his Grange, and report the 
same quarterly to the Secretary of the 
State Grange. 

A R T I C L E X I V . 
COUNTY GRANGES. 

Section 1. There m a y be established 
County or District Granges in the 
F i f t h Degree, not to exceed one in 
each cou n ty, com posed of the Masters and 
Past Masters of Subordinate Granges, 
and their w i v e s w h o are Matrons ; and 
such Fourth Degree members as may be 
elected thereto by the Subordinate Gran-
ges,under such regulations as m a y be es-
tablished by the State Grange. S u c h 
County or District Granges shall have 
charge of the educational and business 
interests of the Order in their respective 
counties, and shall encourage, strength-
en, and aid the Subordinate Granges 
represented therein. Charters for such 
County or District Granges shall issue 
from the State Grange. 

A R T I C L E X V . 
These B y - L a w s shall supersede those 

previously published as B y - L a w s of 
the Michigan State Grange. 

NEW YORK, M a y 22nd, 1878 . 
Bro. Cobb : 

I reached this c i t y y e s t e r d a y , on 
m y w a y to F r a n c e . I have purchas-
ed " m y o u t f i t , " cons is t ing of a C a m p 
Chair , U m b r e l l a , " G o l d C o i n , " a n d 
" B i l l of E x c h a n g e on Par is . " T h e 
steamer " A l g e r i a . " of t h e C u n a r d 
line, on w h i c h I sail, is a large , fine 
vessel, wel l f u r n i s h e d ; a n d has t h e 
r e p u t a t i o n of b e i n g a s t r o n g a n d safe 
sea g o i n g vessel. I t sails in two 
hours. M y r o o m mate is H o n . 
Samuel D y s a r t of I l l inois . H e is one 
of the A g r i c u l t u r a l Commiss ioners 
to the P a r i s E x p o s i t i o n . T h e w e a t h -
er is v e r y fine, and e v e r y t h i n g bids 
fa i r for a p l e a s a n t v o y a g e . W e g o 
via L i v e r p o o l and L o n d o n . 

F r a t e r n a l l y , 

J . J . W O O D M A N . 

T h e G r a n d L o d g e of Masons of 
M i c h i g a n a t t h e i r last session, passed 
the f o l l o w i n g resolution : 

Eesolved, T h a t the m a n u f a c t u r e or 
sale of i n t o x i c a t i n g l i q u o r s as a bever-
a g e b y M a s o n s , is a M a s o n i c offense, 
a n d if a brother pers is ts therein as a 
business, a f ter b e i n g d u l y admonished, 
i t is the d u t y of the L o d g e of w h i c h 
he is a member , to suspend or e x p e l 
him in its discretion. 

T H E L a d i e s Christ ian T e m p e r a n c e 
U n i o n , a t the D i s t r i c t convent ion re-
c e n t l y held at C o l d w a t e r , recommen-
ed that t h e members d o t h e i r t r a d i n g 
in all branches , wi th merchants , w h o 
are in s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e R e d R i b -
bon m o v e m e n t . I f this is c a r r i e d out 
there wi l l be a l a r g e access ion to t h e 
t e m p e r a n c e ranks from pol icy , i f noth-
ing more. 

(goinmunicalioiis. 

Honest Legislation. 

O R I O X , M I C H . , M a y 2 1 , ' 7 8 . 
Brother J. T. Cobb : 

T h e VISITOR for M a y l o t h came to 
hand to d a y a t 10 A. M., a n d at 3 p. M. 
I had read it all through, ( including 
e v e n some of the advert i sements , ) and 
I said to m y wife that it was capital, 
e v e r y word there was in it. I felt'that 
I wanted to see and have a personal 
talk with e v e r y one of y o u r valued 
correspondents, on the dif ferent sub-
j e c t s t reated b y thein. 

I wanted to thank Bro Sess ions for 
that word o f caut ion, and A u n t Hat-
tie for her " g o o d a d v i c e to y o u n g 
ladies," and Bro . M a l l o r y for his 
l ightning-rod e x p o s e ; b u t of couise I 
can not enumerate , b u t there is the 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n of Bro . W o o d m a n , on 
" F a r m e r s and legis lat ion," on which 
I wish to say a word, for unless the 
farmers d o wake up to a realization of 
the fact that it is their d u t y ; yes, 
their sacred d u t y , t o g i v e more at-
tention to o u r p r i m a r y pol i t ical meet 
ings, and to the character of the men 
who represent them in all the branch-
es of our publ ic s e r v i c e than they 
h a v e been doing , o u r whole political 
machinery wil l , in a few years , be so 
s a d l y o u t of order as to be beyond 
repair. O n l y think of the exposed 
corrupt ions in the publ ic men for the 
last f e w y e a r s ! W h y , it has become 
so c o m m o n that a new case of expos-
ure and i n v e s t i g a t i o n h a r d l y attracts 
a p a s s i n g notice. 

T h i s should n o t be so, a n d if the 
moral e lement o f our whole country 
was represented and had the eontrol-
i n g v o i c e , w h i c h its g r e a t preponder-
ance entit les it to , i t would n o t be so. 

Brother W o o d m a n well s a y s that 
" W h a t w e want is honest m e n , " and 
e v e r y G r a n g e r will sure ly s a y , amen, 
to this. B u t one v e r y important 
quest ion n o w comes up, " H o w shall 
we k n o w t h e y are h o n e s t ? " and this 
we will a t once c o n c l u d e is a pract ical 
d i f f icul ty with w h i c h w e all meet at 
e v e r y general e lect ion, and to sur-
m o u n t it requires m u c h invest igat ion 
a n d close discernment of men's mo-
t i v e s and characters . 

T h a t the masses of the A m e r i c a n 
people, both in the c i t ies and country , 
are honest , I b e l i e v e to be true, and 
that through the intr icate machinery 
o f c a u c u s e s and c o n v e n t i o n s , t h e y are 
woeful ly deceived,and misrepresented, 
I think is equal ly true. So much of 
a profession has it b e c o m e , for certain 
men to manipulate and control this 
m a c h i n e r y , that the task of in any 
way c o u n t e r a c t i n g their work , looks 
t o o g r e a t indeed, for farmers to un-
dertake . B u t h o w e v e r g r e a t it may 
seem, it is a n e c e s s i t y , a n d w e must 
g o a b o u t it . T h e first m o v e , o f course, 
is to t h o r o u g h l y prepare ourse lves , to 
j u d g e of the d o i n g s of o u r men in 
office, a n d to so organize the moral 
a n d honest e lements of s o c i e t y that 
i t s v o i c e can be heard, and be ef-
fect ive . 

One g o o d r u l e , I think, w e m a y all 
be g o v e r n e d b y , and if w e should all 
regard i t , i t w o u l d , I feel sure, do 
m u c h t o w a r d s p u r i f y i n g the " t u r b i d 
pool of p o l i t i c s , " — i t is t h i s : T o 
withhold o u r s u p p o r t from the man 
who seeks the office. 

T h e r e is no office in the State Gov-
ernment of M i c h i g a n that wi l l any 
m o r e than p a y i t s i n c u m b e n t for the 
serv ices r e q u i r e d , a n d the man who 
seeks such office, a n d spares t ime and 
m o n e y to o b t a i n it , is certainly not 
p r u d e n t e n o u g h t o be a d iscreet offi-
cer, and if he lacks prudence, tempta 
t ion m a y eas i ly draw him into dis-
h o n e s t y . 

Brother farmers, n o w d o as Bro. 
W o o d m a n asks y o u . L o o k into these 
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things, and when y o u arc sol ic i ted, 
( i f you are inf luential) , n e x t fall to 
" ive y o u r influence for this one or 
that one, j u s t g i v e the rule a b o v e a 
moment's thought, and see if i t wil l 
not have a good application. C. 

Tobacco, its Nature and Injurious Effects 
on the Human System. 

Noticing that the tobacco question 
has been to some extent considered in 
the VISITOR, and some brothers re-
quested the exper ience of others 
should be g i v e n , I present a f e w 
facts and t h o u g h t s upon that s u b j e c t , 
hoping they m a y p r e v e n t those from 
forming the useless and health-de-
stroying habit , w h o h a v e not a lready 
contracted it, and perhaps inf luence 
others who are now slaves to it, to 
free themselves f r o m the vile nuisance. 

But first is tobacco a poison. T h e 
results of e x p e r i m e n t s m a d e upon 
brute animals, prove and demonstrates 
beyond a doubt, t h a t tobacco in a con-
centrated form, is one of the most 
virulent poisons known. Dr . M u s s e y , 
a celebrated physic ian, ascertained by 
experiment, that t w o drops of the oil 
of tobacco, p laced on the t o n g u e of 
cats destroyed life in three or four 
minutes. Three drops rubbed on t h e 
tongue of a lul l-grown cat k i l l ed it in 
less" than three minutes. One drop 
destroyed a hal f-grown cat in five 
minutes. 

Two drops 011 the t o n g u e o f a red 
squirrel ki l led it in one minute. T w o 
drops of nicotine, or the oil of tobac-
co, injected into the j u g u l a r vein of a 
dog, has been found to act in ten sec-
onds, proving fatal in t w o and a half 
minutes. 

The conclusions of various other 
scientific men and physic ians in re-
gard to the deadly and fatal effects of 
tobacco when administered in a c o n -
centrated form m i g h t be given, b u t 
as they are the same as a lready stated, 
it is not necessary. There are g o o d 
reasons for believing that but a f e w 
drops of the oil of tobacco would be 
necessary to prove fatal to a human 
being, b u t it is seldom used s t r o n g 
enough to take life, vet almost every 
person who uses the weed, can wel l 
recollect the first chew they t o o k , or 
the first time they s m o k e d of the 
death-like s ickly feeling t h e y exper i -
enced. Whi le m a n y could relate that 
they realized a v e r y distressing, sick-
ening feeling at the pit of the stomach, 
followed by languor, relaxation of the 
muscular system, trembling of l imbs, 
extreme anxiety, and a g r e a t ten-
dency to faint, obscured vision, the 
pulse small and; weak, respirat ion la-
borious, the surface cold and c lammy, 
or bathed in a cold sweat, such are 
the effects that is g e n e r a l l y p r o d u c e d 
on those j u s t commencing the u s e of 
tobacco, when taken in large doses. 

Now, any substance that nature in 
her wisdom intended that man should 
use as food and drink to sustain life, 
repair the waste of the b o d y to g i v e 
strength and health, produces no such 
effects. A n d it seems almost impos-
sible for any person to use a w e e d of 
such a poisonous nature for any g r e a t 
length of time w i t h o u t p r o d u c i n g 
disease in some form. I t is true that 
some people are effected b y tobacco 
much more than others. M y o w n ex-
perience in the use of tobacco for 
twenty years, establishes to me one 
certainty, and that is, that tobacco 
was ki l l ing me b y inches, and mak-
ing life miserable. D u r i n g those 
years of using tobacco ( a n d I only 
chewed) 1 experienced var ious aches, 
pains, distressing feelings, that I am 

i r o ™ since I have q u i t the use 
ot i t .—Whi le I was using tobacco, I 
f requently had severe a t tacks of dys-
pepsia, since I have ceased to use it 
w u - d l s e a s e h a s l e f t me e n t i r e l y — 
W hile I was under the inf luence of 

tobacco, m y appet i te sometimes was 
ravenous , I c o u l d eat until I w a s in 
misery , and st i l l w a n t e d more , at oth-
e r t imes I had l itt le or no appet i te , 
and forced d o w n w h a t l itt le I a t e . — 
N o w m y a p p e t i t e is e v e n and regular , 
at no t ime d e m a n d i n g e n o u g h food to 
create any unpleasant or p a i n f u l feel-
ing. 

W h e n w e c o n s i d e r t h e fact , that 
tobacco e x c i t e s the sal ivary g l a n d s to 
secrete an u n u s u a l a m o u n t of sa l iva 
o r spi t t le , and therefore the t o b a c c o 
user is spi t t ing a w a y this v e r y neces-
s a r y substance , w h i c h nature inten-
ded should be mixed w i t h the food, 
b e f o r e digest ion can be n a t u r a l or 
p e r f e c t , w e need n o t w o n d e r that the 
s t o m a c h should b e c o m e d e r a n g e d , 
and o t h e r organs m o r e or less im-
paired. T o b a c c o affects the m e m o r y . 
M y m e m o r y is a g r e a t deal b e t t e r 
since I q u i t u s i n g t h e w e e d , I can 
also e n d u r e more l a b o r w i t h o u t get -
t i n g t i red than I c o u l d ten y e a r s ago. 
I t w a s no unusual o c c u r e n c e after hav-
i n g labored hard, or exerc ised severe-
l y for some jt ime, a n d u s i n g t o b a c c o 
q u i t e freely , to be taken s u d d e n l y 
wi th a t rembl ing , fa int ing sensation at 
the p i t of t h e stomach. A n d I have 
frequently been c o m p e l l e d to rest for 
a half h o u r or m o r e to a l low the sys-
t e m to recover , before I could c o m -
mence w o r k again. 

Palpitat ion of the heart , H e a r t 
burn as it is cal led, a n d many o t h e r 
distressing diseases and unpleasant 
fee l ings and s e n s a t i o n s ; 1 w a s com-
pelled to e n d u r e whi le I used tobacco , 
but am free from them n o w . A t last I 
was taken wi th a severe dull ache in 
the l o w e r p a r t of t h e s tomach, last-
i n g over t w o w e e k s , a n d i t w a s n o t 
unt i l I w a s a t t a c t e d the th ird t ime, 
m o r e severe and lasting longer, that I 
a t t r i b u t e d this disease to t o b a c c o ; I 
then resolved to use no more , a n d w i t h 
seven p o u n d s on h a n d , and a b o x half 
f u l l in m y p o c k e t , on one M o n d a y 
m o r n i n g 1 c o n c l u d e d not to be a s lave 
to a w e e d no longer . F r o m that d a y to 
this, I have not used t o b a c c o in any 
form, nor e v e r e x p e c t to again. B u t it 
r e q u i r e d an e x t r a o r d i n a r y e f for t of 
t h e will to res is t the des ire for t h e 
weed, the appeti te h a d b e c o m e so 
strong. I t is certainly s t r a n g e a n d 
m y s t e r i o u s t h a t a substance that the 
s y s t e m r e j e c t s on the first introduc-
tion, s h o u l d b y use, b e c o m e s e e m i n g -
ly natural , a n d the s y s t e m r e a l l y de-
mands it, a l t h o u g h w o r k i n g a p o s i t i v e 
i n j u r y I am satisfied, from the w a y 
m a n y m e n have c o m p l a i n e d t h a t to-
bacco is the main cause o f their dis-
ease, a n d hundreds of thousands are 
suffer ing aches and pains caused b y 
the use of tobacco. 

B u t there are other object ions to its 
use . I t is e x p e n s i v e ; some men h a v e 
a p i p e or s e g a r in their m o u t h near-
ly hal f their time d u r i n g t h e d a y t ime, 
others have a q u i d in t h e i r m o u t h 
f r o m m o r n i n g t i l l evening , c h e w i n g 
a n d s p i t t i n g ; many m e n e x p e n d m o r e 
m o n e y for t o b a c c o a n n u a l l y than for 
bread. T h o u s a n d s of men so poor 
t h e y cannot afford the real necessi t ies 
of life, y e t t h e y m a n a g e to secure the 
m e a n s to b u y tobacco. T h e a m o u n t 
of money a n n u a l l y c o l l e c t e d b y the 
g o v e r n m e n t , in the form of revenue 
amounts to mil l ions of dollars. T h o s e 
w h o w i l l i n d u l g e in the vile habi t of 
u s i n g t o b a c c o and d r i n k i n g w h i s k e y , 
are compel led b y law to p a y a h e a v y 
per cent, of tax to t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 

T h e filthiness necessari ly conse-
q u e n t on tobacco u s i n g is of itself 
a g r e a t moral evil. I t is di f f icult for 
a t o b a c c o u s e r to be a c lean person. 
H i s m o u t h , w h i c h more than all other 
p a r t s of h i s system, ' s h o u l d be c lean, 
is a v e r y s ink of nastiness. T h a t 
w h i c h he e jects from it is m o r e loath-
some than the d o g s vomit. If. is a 
most flagrant w r o n g for a m a n to 
pol lute and poison the atmosphere 

w h i c h his fe l lows are compel led to 
breath. T h e use of tobacco has also 
proved v e r y t roublesome and incon-
venient to the, users , u n d e r certain 
c i rcumstances . M a n y of the v o t a r i e s 
of the weed, admit that it is a h a b i t 
useless, expensive , iudecent and filthy, 
such ought to have moral c o u r a g e 
enough to free themselves f r o m the 
habit. P a r e n t s should p r e v e n t if pos-
sible their chi ldren f r o m contract ing 
a h a b i t so i n j u r i o u s and moral ly 
wrong. 

A . F.YNCKBOKER. 
S c h o o l c r a f t , M a y 20, 1878. 

Getting: Meals at County Grange Meetings. 

LOWELL, KENT CO., Mich. , ) 
M a y P i t h 187H, j" 

Rro. J. T, Cobb : 
I wish to say a tew w o r d s to m y 

B r o t h e r and Sister G r a n g e r s through 
the VISITOK, on the s u b j e c t of ge t t iQg 
m e a l s at our C o u n t y G r a n g e meet ings . 
I t is the p r a c t i c e as far as I k n o w , for 
the S is ters o f the G r a n g e w h e r e the 
m e e t i n g s are held, to furnish the meals 
for a t w o d a y s meet ing. I f the G r a n g e s 
a r o u n d a r e wel l r e p r e s e n t e d (as it is 
v e r y important they should b e ) there 
is a c r o w d , a n d v e r y f e w halls are 
b u i l t with all the accommodat ions of 
a hotel, so t h e set t ing tables and get -
t i n g meals for a c r o w d necess i tates a 
g r e a t deal of inconvenience, b e s i d e 
t i resome labor . V e r y often b o a r d s for 
tables m u s t be streached across the 
audience room,and re-set perhaps t w o 
or t h r e e t imes before all are fed. Con-
sider the l a r g e amount of g o o d th ings 
( for each think t h e y must do their 
best) to be c o o k e d a n d carr ied, dishes 
to be furnished, tea and coffee to be 
m a d e and s e r v e d , and w h a t t ime is 
there l e f t for w o r k to b e t t e r the 
condit ion of the G r a n g e ? There is 
m u c h valuable t ime lost, s a y i n g noth-
i n g of the w e a r y , w o r n - o u t condit ion 
of o u r w o r t h y Sisters w h o h a v e so 
f a i t h f u l l y f e d a n d w a i t e d upon us, 
t h r o u g h t h e m e e t i n g , a n d does it p a y ? 
Is i t not a zeal w o r t h y a b e t t e r cause ? 
If w e m e t e x p r e s s l y to h a v e - a g o o d 
feast , o u r o b j e c t would be a c c o m 
pl ished, but if I understand the ob-
j e c t of these meet ings , i t is to ex-
c h a n g e v iews, discuss quest ions, pass 
resolutions, a n d d o w h a t e v e r seems 
best to p r e p a r e us to w o r k together 
for t h e g o o d of t h e whole . T h e eat-
ing business of course comes in as a 
necess i ty , for the r e q u i r e m e n t s of the 
b o d y , b u t in m y opinion i t a l w a y s 
should i n v o l v e as l i t t le t ime, expense 
and trouble a t such m e e t i n g s as pos-
s ible . 

I cannot see h o w any g r e a t g o o d 
can be a c c o m p l i s h e d b y the County 
Grange unti l there is a r e f o r m in this 
direction. T h e g r e a t e s t share of the 
t ime is spent in e a t i n g good victuals , 
d i g e s t i n g the same, ( for it is a wel l -
k n o w n f a c t that the brain cannot w o r k 
v e r y success fu l ly w h i l e the stomach 
is d i g e s t i u g a full meal) and init iat ing 
m e m b e r s in the e v e n i n g . T h e w o r k 
they a t tempt to d o for the g o o d of the 
Order m u s t be h u r r i e d through in a 
very unprof i tab le manner . I wi l l tel l 
y o u m y idea of h o w this eat ing busi-
ness could be done, and l e a v e m o r e 
t ime and strength tor necessary w o r k . 
I t is th is : L e t each one t a k e their 
o w n lunch, a n d let i t be such as wi l l 
not require a table. 

I am a w a r e I shall be m e t with 
m a n y objections, from m a n y different 
minds. One 'will be t h e di f f icul ty of 
c a r r y i n g i t so far b y those ' from a dis-
tance. P e o p l e w h o trave l , as a rule 
t a k e their lunch basket . I f t h e y w e r e 
t r a v e l i n g f r o m M a i n e to Ca l i fornia , 
they w o u l d t a k e provis ion e n o u g h to 
last them t h r o u g h . "We w e n t t w e n t y -
five mi les to a G r a n g e (I think none 
came a l o n g e r distance) and took our 
dinner box . W e ate wi th the 
rest, a part of the t ime, b u t it w a s 

not necessary. A g a i n , i t may be 
u r g e d that th is course would 
show a l a c k of courtesy on the part 
of those where w e assemble. W e 
t h i n k not, if r i g h t l y understood. I 
heard a l a d y say at the G r a n g e , she 
did not t h i n k there h a d b e e n pains 
e n o u g h taken to introduce and g e t ac-
quainted w i t h strangers, b u t there 
w a s so much to do, and t h e y w e r e so 
tired; h o w m u c h b e t t e r c o u r t e s y , to 
m y mind, to h a v e spent less t ime set-
t ing tables and more in social inter-
course. 

I am aware there are some with 
A l i m e n t i v e n e s s so large , if t h e y could 
n o t be sure of a g o o d feast they w o u l d 
not care to go. I would counci l s u c h 
to c u l t i v a t e that f a c u l t y less, and t h e i r 
intel lect more , last but not least is the 
terr ible trial of d o i n g w i t h o u t tea and 
coffee t w o or three meals. I w o u l d 
s a y to such, i f y o u can ' t d o that , d o n ' t 
never blame t h e d r u n k a r d for not de-
n y i n g himself his d r i n k . T h e G r a n g e 
has been w o r k i n g a reform in th is di-
rection in this v i c i n i t y ; several fami-
l ies have qui t the u s e of tea and coffee 
altogether. W e k n o w the Sisters re-
c e i v e m u c h p r a i s e from the w o r t h y 
B r o t h e r s f o r the b o u n t i f u l tables t h e y 
spread. H e r e i n w e should suffer loss. 
B u t let us endure that pat iently , hop-
ing to m e r i t praise in other and m o r e 
w o r t h y direct ions. 

H o p i n g to h e a r f r o m others on this 
subject . 

T remain a f r iend of the Grange, 
1 ' . A . E N G L I S H . 

Sew Lauds for Settlers. 

ADDISON, M i c h . , M a y 8, 1878. 

Heother J. T. Cobb :—I r e c e n t l y re-
ce ived a le t ter f r o m the Register of 
the B e a t r i c e L a n d Distr ic t , in S. E . 
N e b r a s k a , in w h i c h lie s ta tes t h a t the 
noted Otoe Indian Reservat ion is now 
open to actual settlers. T h i s land l ies 
partly in N e b r a s k a , and p a r t l y in K a n -
sas, in G a g e County of the former 
State and Marshal l C o u n t y in the lat-
ter , each b e i n g the third County west 
from the Mo. r iver . I k n o w f r o m ex-
amination that there are no lands in the 
U n i t e d States m o r e suitable for h o m e s 
than th is t r a c t is. 'The soil can n o t be 
e x c e l l e d in q u a l i t y , i t is w e l l w a t e r e d 
and a l o n g the s treams, there is an 
a b u n d a n c e of e x c e l l e n t blue l imestone 
suitable for b u i l d i n g purposes . Of the 
c l imate every one has read, and from 
f o u r y e a r s experience in N e b r a s k a , I 
can assure all , there can not be a m o r e 
d e l i g h t f u l c l imate found in the same 
lat i tude than is here . T h e land is 
easy of access to g o o d markets . In 
N e b r a s k a there are 120,000 acres open 
to sett lement, in tracts n o t e x c e e d i n g 
1(30 acres to each indiv idual , at pr ices 
r a n g i n g from 82.50 to § 1 2 00 p e r acre. 
T h e latter pr ice is for t i m b e r e d lands, 
b u t g o o d prair ie can be had a t f r o m 
$2.50 to So.50, as the a v e r a g e pr ice 
per acre for thq whole t r a c t is §3.50; 
T h e l i m b e r e d lands are not extensive. 
T h e terms are one-third cash, one-
third in one y e a r and one-tli ird in t w o 
years , with interest at s ix per cent, on 
d e f e r r e d p a y m e n t s . 

F o r all information r e g a r d i n g this 
tract , address Hiram W . P a r k e r , K e g . 
U. S . L a n d office, Beatr ice , N e b r a s k a . 
B e w a r e of land agents , p r o p e r l y 
termed " s h a r k s , " a n d locate y o u r 
own land w h e r e v e r you go. A v e n u e s 
of this k i n d m a y lead to homes, and 
the VISITOR desires that every one be 
blessed with one, and for this reason 
and the value of the informat ion to 
e v e r y one, I make these statements 
t h r o u g h it. Fraternal ly , 

T i l o s . M A L O N Y . 

A LITTLE b o y came to his mother 
recently and said, " M a m m a , I should 
think if I was made o u t of d u s t I 
should g e t m u d d y inside w h e n I 
drink. ' ' 



THE GRANGE VISITOR. 4 

T H E G R A N G E V I S I T O R . 

S C H O O L C R A F T , J U N E 1 , 1878. 

^ « r c t a r g ' s d e p a r t m e n t . 

J . T. COBB, - - - - SCHOOLCKAFT. 

Officers and members of Subordinate Granges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
always give the Number of their Grange. 

B L A N K S . 
Blanks that are sent free from this office on 

application are : 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-

ordinate Granges. 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-

mona Granges-
Blank application for organizing Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank applications for Membership in Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer. 
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges. 
Blank Certificates of Election to County 

Convention. 
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to 

the State Grange. 
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges. 
Blank Applications for Certificate of Dimit. 
Blank Plaster Orders. 
Blank Certificates of Incorporation. 

St. Joseph County Fair. 

W e took time from other dut ies last 
week F r i d a y , to attend the St. Joseph 
C o u n t y Fair . T h e Co. A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Society have grounds close b y the 
v i l lage of Centervi l le . 

For a few y e a r s past, this Society 
h a v e not only had a fall, b u t also a 
spr ing meet ing. 

In this they have certainly g o t hold 
of, and successful ly carried out the 
r ight idea, in so far as iarm implements 
are concerned. In these d a y s of im-
proved farm machinery, as e v e r y one 
who has occasion to look at, or talk 
about b u y i n g machinery well-knows, 
the winter works wonderful changes. 

T h e machine ol any make which 
carried off the blue ribbon at the last 
State or County Fa ir has been so im-
proved as any agent will tell 3-011 
that y o u can hardly recognize it, and 
as every farmer who b u y s , wants all 
the latest improvements , i t is mani-
fest ly the r ight t ime in the y e a r to 
show all these implement when far-
mers are looking about to b u y for im-
mediate use. 

N e v e r hav ing before attended a 
spring F a i r , w e were not prepared to 
e x p e c t such a display as we f o u n d j a t 
Centervi l le . T h e long l ines of shaft-
i n g showed that the managers expect-
ed a large machine exhib i t , and they 
w e r e n o t disappointed in this depart-
ment. i t exceeded any other C o u n t y 
F a i r that I ever attended, and was 
equal to our State Fairs. W e shall 
not be able to g i v e more than general 
statements of what w a s on the ground. 
O f Portable E n g i n e s for threshing, we 
counted ten manufactured in several 
States. T h e Harvester wi th Binder, 
has succeeded so well , that we found 
with this late i m p r o v e m e n t : F irst , 
the old Pioneer Harvester , the Marsh, 
then the A d a m s & French, E l w a r d , 
W a l t e r A . W o o d , Russe l , McCormick, 
a n d B u c k e y e , all demanding examina-
tion, and the several agents guaran-
t e e i n g complete work. 

A n o t h e r — t h e St. P a u l T w i n e Bind-
er will meet the wants of those who 
are afraid their cows will eat more 
w i r e from the straw-stack than is good 
for them, as wool twine with this 
machine is subst i tuted for the wire 
w h i c h all others use. A l l these makes 
are used as harvesters w i thout the 
b i n d i n g attachment. 

W e n e x t c o m e to the reapers, with 
Self R a k e attachment. T h e Leader , 
C h a m p i o n , A n s e l W o o d , Walter A . 
W o o d , Russel l , B u c k e y e , E m p i r e , 
R o y c e , Johnson & W h e e l e r . M a n y of 
these reaper manufacturers have also 
M o w e r s , apparent ly perfect machines. 

Then there was a full line of H a y -
R a k e s , Dri l ls , C u l t i v a t o r s and P l o w s 
from Indiana, Ohio, and other States, 

In the stock department, the finest 
display ol cattle was by Mr. Dougher-
t y , ot P a r k Township. T h e admirers 
of choice short horns need not g o far-
ther to find some specimens that will 
rank first-class a n y w h e r e . 

F i n e horses, h o g s and sheep, were 
there in such numbers as showed a 
spirit of compet i t ive r iva l ry for 
premiums that add to the interest and 
value ol a fair. W e have not t ime to 
refer to the m a n y good things we saw, 
b u t we shall not over look the g o o d 
fare provided b y the sisters and broth-
ers of Centervi l le G r a n g e . 

T h e y did n o t a l low so g o o d an op-
portunity to turn an honest penny to 
g o o d account , to g o b y u n i m p r o v e d . 

Of the sport ing department, I have 
little to say , as that branch of County 
and State F a i r s wi th m e has l itt le at-
traction, and is of doubtful u t i l i ty . 
In fact I have no word of approval 
for sports of the turf. 

I f praise of the arrangements and 
fulness of iho e x h i b i t were the re-
wards sought by the enterpris ing man-
agers of the F ir, there can be no 
quest ion a b o u t their compensation, as 
the uniform v e r d i c t w a s one of ap-
proval . 

In m y ramblings I f a i l e d ' t o meet 
the chronic grumblers usual ly seen in 
large numbers on such occasions. I 
was gratified to find the St. Jo. Co. 
Patrons large ly represented in the 
management, indicat ing that m a n y of 
the progress ive farmers of the C o u n t y 
had the sagac i ty to see in our O r d e r 
the grand opportunity o f a d v a n c i n g 
the agr icul tura l interests of the coun-
t r y . 

Bro. Johnston, the wide-awake Ed-
itor of the Mich. Farmer, came upon 
the g r o u n d at noon the third d a y — 
like our v is i t , rather l a t e — b u t with 
his large exper ience and q u i c k obser-
vat ion, no doubfc in t ime to g i v e his 
readers a g o o d s u m m a r y o f what was 
011 the g r o u n d . W e rode over to 
Centerv i l le , with our friend Wm, Bair , 
of G o u r d - N e c k Prair ie , and had a fine 
opportunity to o b s e r v e the crops a l o n g 
the w a y . 

F r o m the appearance o f the w h e a t 
we concluded that one-half or more of 
what we saw was free from insects and 
promised a good crop. The appear-
ance a v e r a g e d better than in our o w n 
township, where f e w fields are free 
from the l itt le pest. N o t half the 
corn was y e t o u t of the ground. Our 
early spring is wi th corn a week later 
than usual. Oats , B a r l e y , and G r a s s 
looked well . 

R a i s i n g peppermint is a branch of 
farming little known in the State out-
s ide of St. Joseph C o . The fields we 
saw looked wel l , t h o u g h w e are not 
posted, and our opinion is perhaps 
worth b u t l itt le. 

F r o m reliable author i ty we learned 
that b u t one other C o u n t y in the 
United States produces more pepper-
mint oil than this, that is W a y n e C o , 
N e w Y o r k . I n fact, these t w o counties 
supply the demands of the whole 
c o u n t r y , arid e x p o r t some to foreign 
lands. 

T h e genial weather, in contrast 
wi th nearly all the month that has 
p a s s e d , — the thr i f ty appearance of 
m a n y of the farms of this splendid 
c o u n t r y — t h e court ious treatment re-
c e i v e d from the officers of the S o c i e t y , 
and the cordial g r e e t i n g s of fr iends 
and acquaintances made the d a y to us 
one of unusual enjoyment . 

The H o n . R . E . T r o w b r i d g e has 
k i n d l y consented to have his n >me 
added to the list of special lecturers. 
G r a n g e s who desire the services of a 
l ive P a t r o n will cer ta in ly g e t w a k e d 
up if t h e y g e t a lecture f r o m B r o t h e r 
T r o w b r i d g e 

Condensed Report of Proceedings of El-
mira Fanners ' Club as found in the 
Husbandman. 

I n the report of the c l u b m e e t i n g of 
May 1 1 t h , the first i t e m of interest 
relates to a new farm i m p l e m e n t in-
vented b y Geo. N . P a l m e r , of E l m i r a . 
I ts design is to supply t h e p lace of a 
I l a y T e d d e r and H a y Rake , and i t has 
a n e w f e a t u r e — t h a t of g a t h e r i n g the 
hay when raked on to a l ight p lat form, 
w h i c h furnishes standing r o o m for a 
man or boy , who piles the h a y as 
gathered into shapely cocks, w h i c h 
w h e n completed , are pushed off at 
the rear of the platform. T h e inven-
tor claimed that his machine could be 
made and sold a t a less pr ice than an 
ordinary T e d d e r , and that there w o u l d 
be less w e i g h t a n d d r a f t for the team. 
" There was a g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t 
a m o n g the f a r m e r s present that the 
w o r k of th is machine w o u l d be a g a i n 
to farmers." 

In proof of the ear ly spr ing , one a 
J. Bart lette , sent the club " a barley 
head taken from a field of w h e a t on 
the 28th d a y of A p r i l ; also a red 
c lover blossom p i c k e d M a y 9th." 

In answer to an enquirer , as to how 
well Pres ' t H o f f m a n s u c c e e d e d in kill-
i n g o a k and chestnut s p r o u t s w i t h 
s a l t ; he r e p l i e d , — " I can r e p o r t a 
success fu l tr ial . I appl ied it to the 
s t u m p s of small sapl ings , a n d no 
s p r o u t s started." 

S e c r e t a r y A r m s t r o n g g a v e a labor-
ious a n d p r o t r a c t e d exper ience ot his 
in the sprout k i l l i n g b u s i n e s s — s e e m s 
to have h a d more fai th in w o r k than 
in salt, as he does not mention hav-
ing appl ied a n y . A s h i s exper ience 
was n o t uniform, w e shall e x p e c t some 
moon theorist wi l l a c c o u n t for the 
var ied resul ts of his i n d u s t r y in t h a t 
d irect ion. 

One C. S. D a v i s , for a wire M a n ' f ' g 
Co. g a v e to the c l u b his v i e w s of bar-
bed wire fence, and i t s construct ion in 
s ix numbered propositions about on 
this w i s e : 1st. U s e one make of 
wire. 2d. T h r e e or even t w o wires 
wi l l turn g r o w n catt le e v e r y time. 
3rd. S a m e as second. 4th. B r a c e the 
cncl parts firmly. 5th. U s e D a v i s ' 
s tretcher . 6th. O u r wire is w o r t h 
about 15 cents p e r pound, of 14£ feet , 
and a fence need not be m o r e than 4 
f e e t high. 

Prest . H o f f m a n " was n o t sure that 
the double and t w i s t e d barbed w i r e 
w a s v e r y m u c h b e t t e r than the s ingle 
b a r b e d w i r e — d e c l a r e d the Davis in-
vention q u i t e unnecessary , as a cheap 
and effective stretcher, m a y be made 
b y b o r i n g t w o holes t h r o u g h a pole, 
one for the w i r e and the other for a 
short b a r — s u p p o r t o n e end of this 
cheap windlass on p i n s in a fence post, 
and the other end b y another post 
wel l set for t h e p u r p o s e . B y this 
simple contr ivance , the w i r e can be 
d r a w n t i g h t for several h u n d r e d f e e t 
w i t h no trouble ." 

W e w i s h o u r farmers to bear in 
mind that there are a l ready h u n d r e d s 
of miles of barbed w i r e fence on t h e 
western prair ies , and its v a l u e wi th 
many as the f e n c e of the f u t u r e is al-
r e a d y d e t e r m i n e d in its favor. W e 
think it wise f o r m a n y of our f a r m e r s 
to test i t s value as fence material , or 
t a k e some pains to g e t acquainted 
with the fence w h e r e i t is b e i n g used 
b y others. 

T h e s u b j e c t of top dressing w i t h 
manure as against p l o w i n g u n d e r w a s 
barely touched. The e x p e r i e n c e of 
Prest . Hof fman, b e i n g decidedly in fa-
vor of top d r e s s i n g 

Secretar ies w h o have sent names for 
the VISITOR, f rom t ime to t ime, u n t i l 
they are ent i t led to a copy free, m a y 
n o t a l w a y s have received it. I f o u r 
at tent ion is called to th is m a t t e r b y 
Secretar ies , we shall enter their names 
on our mai l ing b o o k a t once , and sup-
p l y all such v e r y c h e e r f u l l y . 

ON our w a y to the train on Monday-
e v e n i n g w e m e t B r o . T . A . Thomp-
son, on his r e t u r n f r o m Plainwell , 
w h e r e h e had d e l i v e r e d a lecture that 
a f t e r n o o n to P l a i n w e l l Grange and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m other neighbor-
i n g G r a n g e s . H e said that he had 
intended to w r i t e an art ic le for this 
number ot the VISITOR, b u t his labors 
w e r e so a r d u o u s that he found it 
q u i t e impossible to do more than 
meet his e n g a g e m e n t s f r o m day to 
day. S i n c e he c o m m e n c e d his labors 
in this S t a t e , A p r i l 22d, he has deliv-
ered 22 p u b l i c l e c t u r e s a n d 32 pri-
vate l e c t u r e s to G r a n g e s , and the 
demands upon him are far beyond the 
t ime at his disposal . 

H e said, " T e l l t h e Patrons of 
M i c h i g a n from me, that I find the 
O r d e r in a heal thy condition, and 
g r o w i n g s t r o n g e r e v e r y day ." He 
s p o k e in g l o w i n g terms of the uni-
form kindness a n d c o r d i a l i t y extended 
to him w h e r e v e r he had been, and 
t h o u g h t he m i g h t s p e n d some time in 
the State n e x t fall . S a i d he had been 
compel led to decl ine s e v e r a l invita-
tions to speak in the open air, as the 
c o n d i t i o n of his throat and voice 
w o u l d n o t w a r r a n t it, and he hoped 
th is f a c t wonld be general ly under-
stood, that a r r a n g e m e n t s for him that 
should inc lude s p e a k i n g in the open 
air, m i g h t be avoided. 

Bro . T h o m p s o n is w o r k i n g hard, 
b u t as he is d o i n g all he can in taking 
g o o d care of himsel f , he seems likely 
to hold out, and m e e t all h :s appoint-
ments . 

T h e r e has b e e n b u t one opinion 
e x p r e s s e d as to his lec tures , Good 
e n o u g h !" W e t h e r e f o r e u r g e all who 
can to hear him. 

W E find in one of the leading Re-
publ ican p a p e r s the name of Cyrus 
G. L u c e presented and e n d o r s e d as a 
very desirable candidate for the office 
of S t a t e T r e a s u r e r . T h o s e w h o k n o w 
him best w i l l most h e a r t i l y commend 
the selection, on a c c o u n t o f the spec-
ial qual i f icat ions of the mail for the 
place. 

I n the n e x t n u m b e r o f the VISITOR, 
w e shall c o m m e n c e the publ icat ion of 
the rul ings of the M a s t e r of the State 
G r a n g e . N o subscr iber to the VISITOR, 
who takes an interest in the Order, 
should fail to k e e p the paper on file for 
reference. 

If any C o u n t y G r a n g e has not re-
c e i v e d its Charter , we shall furnish the 
same on appl icat ion. 

Ki l l The Bugs. 

T o destroy b u g s 011 squashes aud 
c u c u m b e r v ines, dissolve a table-
spoonfu l of s a l t p e t r e in a pail ful of 
water , p u t a pint of this a r o u n d each 
hill, s h a p i n g the earth so that it will 
not s p r e a d m u c h , a n d the thing is 
done. The m o r e sa l tpetre the better, 
if y o u can af ford i t — i t is g o o d for 
v e g e t a b l e b u t d e a t h to animal life. 
T h e b u g s b u r r o w in the earth at night 
and fail to rise in the m o r n i n g . I t is 
also g o o d to k i l l g r u b s in peach trees 
— o n l y u s e t w i c e as m u c h , say a quart 
to each tree. T h e r e w a s n o t a yellow 
or bl istered leaf on t w e l v e or fifteen 
trees to w h i c h it was appl ied last sea-
son. N o d a n g e r of k i l l i n g any 
v e g e t a b l e wi th i t — a concentrated 
solut ion appl ied to beans makes them 
g r o w w o n d e r f u l l y . — S o u t h e r n Hus-
bandman. 

T H E H o u s e C o m m i t t e e on Agricul-
ture, has a g r e e d to r e p o r t favorably 
t h e bill p r o v i d i n g for the b e t t e r pro-
tect ion of catt le in transportation. 
T h e bi l l r e q u i r e s catt le to be fed at 
least once in e v e r y t w e n t y - f o u r hours-

E a t l i c ç i i ç e to s w e e t e n the breath. 


