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LITTLE THINGS.

1. EDGAR JONES.

“What can I do #” said a rain-drop small,
While speeding toward the earth.

“ I may do nothing, though swift I fall,
To moisten its drouth and dearth ;”

But it went its way to the fields below,
And others, in teeming ranks,

Join in its work ’till the torrents flow
And the streams are full to their banks.

“ What can I do 7 ” said a snowflake light,
Falling from out the cloud,

But it went it’s way, and the earth was white,
With a beautiful, spotless shroud ;

And all night long its comrades fell,
Till the snowdrifts mounted deep--

And fairy fingers, on hill and dell,
Had conjured the world to sleep.

an I do ¥ 7 said a little breeze,
arted upon its way,
And faintly murmured among the trees
Where the leaflets laugh and play ;
But the zephyrs combined for a fiercer fight,
While the forest shook with dread—
And the firm earth rocked by its marching
might,
Was trembling beneath its tread.

“ What can I do?” said the little rill,
As it rippled and romped along,

Or turned aside for the smallest hill,

~ Aud gurgled with childish song.

But joined by its neighbors, expanded wide
In ariver both strong and deep- -

Uniting at last with the ocean’s tide,
Where restless surges sweep.

“What can I do ?” says despondent man,
While he longingly looks alone ;

And his watchful glances faintly scan
The millions who grieve and groan,

But his neighbors may join in the work to do,
And the banner of hope unfurled—

Can carry the multitude bravely through,
And conquer a scowling world.

Conquest is made of the atoms of life.
That join as they march along,

Soon tread to the victor’s song.

Then away with the coward and craven dread,
That sneers at the forces small—

For the atoms of life, by their union wed,
Are the power that shall conquer all.

L ?

Exect've Com,

The Executive Committe of the
Mich. State Grange have made ar-
rangements with J. M. Chidester, State
Agent at Detroit, for the selling of all
classes of farm produce in large or
small quantities, that may be con-
signed him by Patrons of the State,
at No. 80 Woodbridge Street, after
this date.

The commission for selling will be
on a graduated scale, depending on
the class of articles and the value of
the same. We can only say, that it
will be much less than commission
rates as usually charged, and we be-
lieve satisfaction will be given. To
those who propose to avail themselves
of these “long called for” arrange-
ments, we have a word of caution.—
The Detroit market is a good one for
farm products, if of a high quality,
and well handled. If of poor quality
and slovenly handled one of the poor-
est in the west. If you expecta good
price with quick sales and ready re-
turns, make your articles A No. 1 be-
fore they leave the farm. Let your
packages present a neat and attractive
appearance, so carefully packed that
they will open perfect. Then we ap
prehend the results will be satislac-
tory. F. M. HoLLOWAY,

Ch'n of Ex. Com.

[From the Lansing Republican, April 23.]
Michigan Soils.

| T'o the Land-owners of our State:

So little is known to the public of
the kind and quality of the soilin the
northern counties in the lower penin-
sula that the tide of emigration is
sweeping by Michigan to occupy
poorer lands farther from good mar-
kets. To bring to public notice the
undeveloped agricultural resouces of
our state, I am gathering spcimens of
the soil to be analyzed at the labora-
tory, and then to be exhibited at the
State fair in Detroit. 1t is my plan
to arrange these specimens of soil in
large glass jars, side by side, with a
label attached to each jar stating the
locality from which the soil comes,
the kinds of timber growing on it, and
the chemical analysis of the soil. In
this way it is hoped that the persons
attending the fair may directly com-
pare the soil of a large number of
places in our State.

To carry out this desigr lig-
ed to ask the aid of persons ot energy
and public spirit in the various sec-
tions, of our State in gathering and
forwarding to me specimens of soil for
this purpose. I want a fair specimen
of the surface soil from each county
north of the base line I denot want
soils selected for their extraordinary
properties, but only a specimen which
shall fairly represent the average soil
of any given county or district. It is
easy to select a soil which will mis-
represent the average quality of soil
in a district, but such selection will
be ot very little value.

In sending the soil I want at least
one bushel of surface soil to be placed
in a clean box or keg, and marked so
that T can identify the place from
which it comes. The person sending
the soil will please write me at the
same time, stating the locality from
which the soil is sent, the timber
growing on such soil; and the route
by which the package is sent. Send
as freight in all cases.

In counties where there is an agri-
cultural society, I would suggest that
the secretary take the matter in charge,
and send on the soil at an early date;
it must be sent early to insure its
analysis, for this is a slow process.

Persons wishing further informa-
tion in regard to collecting and: for-
warding specimens may secure such
information by writing to me.

If the land owners of this State
would take hold of the matter at once,
I think something can be done to
attract public attention to our unim-
proved lands for agricultural  pur-
poses, and secure a share of the
immigratlon which now passes by on
the other side. R. C. KEDZIE.

State Agricultural College, )
April 20, 1878. )

MoRE grass and less grain more
condensing of food on the farm should
be the motto now. The plan of put-
ting more of our idle acres into grass
and raising more live stock of a better
quality will be a step in the right
direction.

Agricultural Items.

NEBRAsKA raised 23,000,000 bushels
of corn and 170,500 hogsin 1877.

Too much exercise is well known
to retard the process of fattening
animals,

CortTON, sheep and hogs to the ag-
gregate of $99,000,000 were received
at Chicago Union Stock Yards during
the year 1877.

CALTFORNIA has 3,800,000 fruit trees
and 36,000,000 grape-vines, and har-
vests from 300,000,000 to 500,000,000
pounds of fruit yearly.

I is stated that it takes 80 per cent
of the wheat crop of Iowa to transport
it to the seaboard. If so, Ohio, Indi-
ana and Western Virginia wheat
growers ought to be able to compete
with Towa.

SPAIN has more sheep in proportion
to her population than any country
in Europe ; next comes England, then
Denmark, Roumania, and Hungary.
Saxony, Belgium and Switzerland
have the least.

Wirn regard to swine, the United
States heads the roll of all nations with
671 per thousand of the population,
followed by Spain, Denmark, Austria,
Hungary, Portugal, Germany, France,
Russia, Great Britain, Sweden, Nor-
way and Greece, in order named.

Mr. MecHI, the famous scientific
farmer of England, estimates that fif-
teen hundred sheep folded on an acre
of ground for twenty-four hours, or
one hundred sheep for fifteen days,
would manure the soil suffiently to
carry it through a four years rotation.

TrE French government, realizing
that national and individual prosperi-
ty are dependent upon the develop-
ment of agriculture, have introduced
a bill into the senate making it obliga-
tory to teach the elements of agricul-
ture and horticulture in the 30,000
primary schools of the nation.

A~ Eastern butter-maker tests his
salt by dissolving a little in a glass
tumbler. If the brine formed is clear
and free from bitter taste he pronoun-
ces the salt good ; if on the other hand
it presents a milky appearance, leaves
any sediment or throws a scum to the
surface he rejects it.

Tue great difference in the amount
of cream contained in the first and last
milk taken from the cow appears to
be satifactorily explained on the sup-
position that fatty matter of the milk
obeys the same laws of gravity in the
udder of the cow that it does when
set aside in an open vessal.

SymaLL farms make near nigbbors;
they make good roads; they make
plenty of good schools and churches ;
there is more money made in propor-
tion to the labor ; less labor is wanted ;
every thing is kept neat ; less wages
have to be paid for help ; less time is
wasted ; more is raised to the acre;
besides, it is tilled better ; there is no
watching of hired help; the mind is
not kept in a worry, stew, and fret

all the time.
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J. J. WOODMAN, - - -

Errara—In my article inlast Vis-
1TOR on the ** Tariff,” “ Second Cloth-
ing Wool,” should read *Scoured”’
Clothing Wool.

Without any solicitation, or pre-
vious knowledge on my part, the
Michigan Delegation in Congress, un-
animously presented my name to the
President. for one of the four Agri-
cultural Commissioners from the Uni-
ted States, to the “International In-
dustrial Exposition at Paris.” The
President made the appointment and
I have accepted; and engaged pass-
age to Liverpool, on the steamship
Algeria, of the Cunard Line, which
sails from New York for Liverpool, at
9 o'clock A. M. on the 224 inst.

I expect to be absent until the close
of the Exposition, the last of October.
It was my inclination to resign the
Master’s office, and let its entire du-
ties and.responsibilities fall into other
hands; but the judgment of the Ex-
ecutive Committee was against me;
and yielding to their wishes, I shall
continue to hold the office ; but with-
out salary during my absence.

The correspondence and general
duties of the Master, will be placed
in the hands of the Secretary of the
State Grange; and the general and
special Deputies will act under his
instructions. By this arrangement of
the Executive Committee, I am con-
fident that the work will move on har-
moniously, and receive no check or
ipjury from my absence. I go as
the representative of the Agricultural
Interests, and my duties will be in-
timately connected with the -objects
and welfare of our great and prosper-
ous organization. The VisirorR will
be received and read with deep inter-
est, and through the Master s Depart
ment, the Order will continue to hear
from me.

My addiess will be United States
Department, of the International Ex-
position, Paris, France. The Postage
on letters is five cents per half ounce.
All correspondence will be answered
promptly, and most cheerfully.

SR T S S S .

By-Laws of the Michigan State Grange.

The following are the amended
By-Laws of the Michigan State
Grange. In the amendment made to
Sec. 1, of Article 3, by the last State
Grange, an omission occurs in the
By-Laws printed in book form. The
word wvoting, should be inserted be-
fore “ members,” in the first line.—
[See Sec. 1, Preamble to the Const. of
National Grange, under the head of
“State Grange.”

ARTICLE I.
TITLE.

This organization shall be known as
the Michigan State Grange, Patrons of
Husbandry.

ARTICLE II.
RELATION TO NATIONAL GRANGE,
Sec. 1. In all its acts the Michigan
State Grange shall be subject te, gnd
controlled by, the Constitution and ap-
p‘llcable By -Laws of the National
Grange.
ARTICLE IIT.
MEMBERS.

Sec. 1. (As amended, session of 1877
’I“he voting membership of the ;\Iicé?g’;g
State Grange shall consist of the Mas-
ters, or Past Masters of Subordinate
Granges and their wives who are
Matrons, who shall be chosen in
proportion te one Master to ever
five Subordinate Granges, or ma'o¥
part thereof, in the County; Providid
that in Counties where there are not

five Subordinate Granges, or a major
part thereof, the Master and Secretary of
the State Grange shall cousollda@e s.uch
Counties into Representative Districts,
in such manner as they shall deem just
to the Counties interested, and give
them a fair representation in the State
Grange. These members shall be elect-
ed by ballot by a convention to be held
the third Tuesday of October of each
year, at the county seat of each county;
Provided, the place of meeting was not
fixed elsewhere by a vote of the last
preceeding annual convention; that
each Subordinate Grange shall have
four deligates to said County Conven-
tion, said deligates to be chosen from
the Fourth Degree members of said Su-
bordinate Grange to represent said Su-
bordinate Grange in said County Con-
vention. The Convention may elect
alternates, or empower delegates to ap-
point substitutes from among the
Masters of the County.

Sec 2. Past Masters of said Subordi-
nate Granges and their wives, who are
Matrons, shall be considered as honorary
members, and shall be eligible to offiee
but not entitled to vote.

SEC. 8. Each Delegate and Officer
attending the State Grange shall receive
mileage at the rate of two cents per mile
for the distance traveled in going and
returning by the nearest traveled route,
and $1.50 per diem for the time actually
spent in the Giange. The D er and
Secretary of the Sate Grange shall give
such delegate 2. urder for the amount
on the Treasurer of the State Grange,
which shall be paid at the close of the
session.

ARTICLIE IV.

MEETINGS.

This Grange shall hold
its annual meetings on the second Tues-
day in December of each , at such
place as the Grange may by vote decide.

Sec. 2. In case the Grange does not
select the place for its next annual
meeting the Executive Committee shall
determine where such meeting shall be
held.

Sec. 3, Special mectings may be call-
ed by the Master and Secrelary, upon
request of the Executive Committee or
the Masters of twenty Subordinate
Granges.

Sec. 4. When any meeting of the
State Grange is to be held the Secretary
shall give at least 30 days notice of the
same to the Secretaries of Subordinate
Granges of the State,

ARTICLE V.
QUORUM,

Fifty members shall costitute a quo-
rum for the transaction of business, A
less number may meet and adjourn from
time to time.

ARTICLE-VI.
OFFICERS®

Section 1. The officers of this Grange
shall be of the same number and name
as in the National and Subordinate
Granges.

Sec. 2. The regular election of offi-
cers shall take place at the annual meet-
<ing of alternate years, the next election
being at the annual meeting of 18._.

See, 8. Vacancies shall be filled by
election at the first annual meeting
after the vacancy occurs. But until
such meeting the vacancy may be filled
by appointment by the Master.

Sec' 4. All elections shall be by bal-
lot, and a majority of all votes cast shall
be necessary to elect.

ARTICLE VII.
DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

Section 1. Master.—It shall be the
duty of the Master to preside at all
meetings of the Grauge ; to see that offi-
cers and members of committees proper-
ly perform their respective duties; to
see that the Constitution of the National
Grange, the By-laws of the Grange and
the usages of the Order are observed and
obeyed, to sign all drafts upon the Treas-
ury apd perform such other duties as
pertain to his office or are required by
these articles.

Sec 2. Overseer.—It shall be the duty
of the Overseer to assist the Master in
the maintenance of order, to preside
over the Grauge in the absence of the
Master, and in case the office of Master
be vacant he shall fill it until the next
annual meeting.

Sec. 8. Lecturer.—It shall be the
duty of the Leeturer, in addition to the
duties required by the Ritual, to prepare
and deliver an address, upon some topic
involving the good of the Order, at each
annual meeting of the State Grange

Sec. 4. Steward.—The Steward’s duty

Section 1.

shall be to have charge of the inner

gate, and ggrlt;ora‘x] sf{(‘:? olther duties as
requir the Ritual. 2 :
M%ee.cl 5. Assz')‘;{ant—Ste'ward..—’I:lns offi-
cer shall assist the Steward in his duties
as Steward, and perform suqh other
duties as are required by the Ritual.

Sec. 6 Secretary. — The Secretary
shall make and keep accurate record
of all the proceedings of the meetings
of the State Grange. He shall make
all necessary returns to the National
Grange and keep the accounts of‘ the
Subordinate Granges with the State
Grange. :

He shall pay over to the Treasurer
within the time preseribed by the Con-
.titution of the National Grange. all
moneys coming into his hands, and
take a receipt from the Treasurer for
the same. He shall, under the
direction of the Executive Committee,
draw and countersign all orders on the
treasury. i

He shall furnish the Subordinate
Granges with the necessary blanks
upou which to make reports of the
condition of the Grange; also, when
required, of the congdition and amount
of crops, or other matters upon
which reports are required for the
benefit of the Order.

He shall also keep and publish
annually, a complete register of the
names and number of all Subordinate
Granges in the State, with the name
and address of the Master and Secretary

of each; and send a copy to the Secre-

| tary of each Subordinate Grange, on

| the first day of March in each year.

| He shall conduct the correspondence of
this Grange, and generally shall aet as
the administrative officer of the Grange
| under the direction of the Master and
Executive Committee.

He shall prepare and publish a
tabulated sheet of balances of each
Subordinate Grange with the State
Grange, as it appears on his books on
the first day of September of each year,
and before the 15th day of said month,
shail send one eopy of such balances to
every Grange Secretary in the State.

He shall also make a list, by mem-
bers, of the Granges, entitled to repre-
sentation in the County and District
Conventions,and determine, under such
regulations as the By- laws may estab-
lish, the number of representatives to
which a County or District is entitled;
and the publication of such list of
Granges and number of representatives
in the official paper of the State
Grange, shall be deemed and taken as
sufficient notice to all Granges of their
rights to representation.

He shall keep a list of Granges delin-
quent more than one quarter, in reports
or payment of dues, standing in the
official paper of the State Grange, and
shall correct the same monthly.

In compensaticn for his services the
Secretary shall receive a sum of money
not exceeding $1,000 per annum, and to
be fixed by the Executive Committee,
to be paid quarterly. The Secretary
| shall give a bond for the faithful per-
| formance of his duties, to be ap-
| proved by the Executive Committee,
| and such bond shall be deposited with
the Master of the State Grange for safe
keeping.

Sec. 7. Treasurer.—The Treasurer
shall receive all moneys of the State
Grange from the hands of the Secretary
and give a receipt for the same. He
shall keep an accurate account of all
moneys received, and pay from the
same, on the order of the Master and
| Secretary, such order bearing the seal

of the Grange. He shall give a full
| statement of the condition of the treas-
| ury at each annual meeting and when-
| ever called upon by the Executive
| Committee to do so, and he shall give
bonds in sufficient amount to secure
all money that may come into his
hands, said bonds to be approved by
the Execcutive Committee, and deposi-
ted with the Master for safe keeping.

Sec. 8. Gate Keeper. — It shall be
the duty of this officer to see that the
gates are properly guarded.

Sec. 9. Chaplain and Lady Qficers.
—The duties of the Chaplain and the
several lady officers shall be the same
£ll\§ tr.eqmlrgl by the Ciolr‘xstitution of the

ational Grange and by th i
theOrdor: y the Ritual of

Sec 10. At the expiration of their
term of office all officers shall deliver
to their suceessors in office, all moneys,
books, and papers belonging to said

office,
ARTICLE VIII.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
The Executive Committee of this
Grange shall consist of seven members
to which shall be udded the Masterel

and Secretary as ex officio members,

The members of the Exeutive Com-
mittee shall hold their office two years,
four to be elected each alternate year,
and three each alternate year.

Tt shall be the duty of the Executive
Committee to attend to the general
business transactions of the State
Grange, to exercise a general supervis-
ion over the Order during the recess
of the Grange, to instruct the Secretary
in regard to the printing anﬂ disburse-
ments, and such other duties as may
be imposed upon them by these Articles
or By-laws. > {

The members of this committee shall
receive per mileage three cents per
mile, and per diem of three dollars
while engaged in the discharge of
duties enjoined upon them, which shall
be in full for services and expenses.

At each annual meeting the Execu-
tive Committee shall make a full report
of the labors and doings of the Commit-
tee during the year.

The Dividing Line.

1t is of the utmost importance that
the Patrons of IIusbandry should
have a clear and well defined idea
as to their rights, privileges, and
duties within the gates of the Order.

To reach such an understanding,
the facts and conditions of scciety
must be looked at just as they are.
Avny impracticable theory is worth-
less, especially for present use. Mat-
ters of business must be handled in a
business-like manner.

The organization of the Grange,
grew out of a necessity felt by farm-
ers for an improvement in their con-
dition, as a class. While itis nota
political organization, yet the prin-
ciples it teaches underlie all true
political economy, all true statesman-
ship. It is an organization into
which the motives that usually divide
men in partisan politics should never
enter; but where every question, affcet-
ing the farmer, directly or indirectly,
near or remote, may be fearlessly,
conscientiously and thoroughly ana-
lyzed. It Js a crucible into which
all questions of production, distribu-
tion and consumption ; all questions
of governmental policy, whether
legislative or administrative, may be
put, for the purpose of separating
the pure metal — truth —from the
worthless dross, error and prejudice.

No one can be a true Granger
while he holds “political notions” too
sacred to be tried on their merits
in relation to the farmers’interests.

While, therefore we claim an exalt-
ed and indepeudent position for the
Grange as a school for investigation
of principles and policies, where truth
may be freed from error, where
farmers may learn that their interests
are identical, we hold that there
should be a well defined dividing line
between such investigation, and the
business of political action. I

When it comes to forming combi-
nations for the choice and election of
candidates to fill the various offices
in the gift of the peoyle, the work
should be done as citizens and not as
Grangers. In the Grange you have
learned how certain measures will
affect the husbandman, now, in your
political action, choose to office such
men as will represent yonr interests.

HUNGARIAN grass, cut green and
well cured, is used by some good Ver-
mont dairymen as a food for butter
cows, and claim that it has the effect
to give the butter the true summer
yellow. Itissuggested that since Hun-
garian grass so cured remains bright
and green all winter, and because
one of the elementary colors which g0
to make green is yellow, that it 1S
this greenness of the fodder which
imparts the yellow color.—Secientifi
Farmer.

The height of inconsideration o1
the part ofa visitor, is not to be ready

for meals when the bell rings.

e,
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onmunications,

Defrauding Farmers.
~ ApDISON, May 1st, 1878.
Worthy Secretary :

I presume if all the frauds that ave
being perpetrated on the nnsuspect-
ing farmers were exposed through
the columns of the Visitor an enlarge-
ment would be demanded for that
purpose, if for no other. But I, for
one, do not like to see my brother
farmers gulled by sharpers without
giving an expose of the manner in
which the gulling was accomplishad,
and thus place light where darkness
usually is, when the wily agent calls,

Quite recently two of these sharks
referred to, visited this vicinity, West-
erp Lenawee Co..and were introducing
what they called the PHENIX LiGHT-
~ive Rops. Of course they were
experts in talking and lying as has
been since found out; these forerun-
ners say nothing about a written or-
der; they want 1o such thing, for it is
their purpose to come around in a
week or so and put up the rods them-
selves. They want the purchasers to
understand that the agreement is
wholly a verbal one ; but as they pro-
pose to give a policy that will cover
the loss, in case the buildings rodded
are in any way damaged by lightning
they desire the poor fellow who they
are hoodwinking to sign a paper (a
copy of which I give below), which
they call an application for such poli-
cy. They will request the purchaser
to read beforesigning, but when the
attempt is made, they have a very im-
p&)!'lﬂ[lt matter to communicate in
regard to the desirability of such in-
surance, and will attract his attention
in some way, if' he is not on his guard,
s0 as not to allow him to get at the
meaning, or anything else, of the paper
he 18 about to sign. Ile signs it.
They. hurredly make out a duplicate,
and the chief one of the fraud signs
that, then urgent business in some oth-
er part of the Township induces them
to leave. After they are gone the
purchaser reflects upon the bargain
he mude and how he beat them down
from perhaps a $200 job, at their
price, toa $25 job, at a price of his own
making. He then reads over the
duplicate of his application for that
desirable policy, and finds it to be
precisely this:

PH(ENIX LIGHTNING RODS.
(Then follow blanks for date und name of dealer)

Please deliver at my house enough for
circuit form, of PATENT CoPPER RoODS
for my ,with ground rods
andasufficient number of points, at your
earliest convenience, and erect the same
if desired for which I will pay yeu
eighty and one half ¢ents per foot, cash
on delivery; or will give my note paya-
blein 187-_with interest.
I own the land and buildings for which
these rods and credit are procured.

(Signed)

He reads and re-reads, but no light
shines upon the valuable application.
All is enshrouded in darkness, but
yet every thing must be all right, for
those agents made every thing clear
enough, this latter reflection is a con-
soling, element and lulls censcience to
the lands of perpetual sleep, if she
even so much as demands further in-
vestigation.

Several days after the time set
verbally when the job was to have
been done, a foreman and two assist-
ants enter the yard with a lightning
rod wagon. The foreman makes a few
casual remarks of inquiry in regard
to who is the proprietor, etc. and he
being present, takes the original paper
signed from his book, and reads ; then
inquiresif the signature is correct, and
if he desires the rods put up by them,
or will he do it himself, of course he
will reply; “the agreement was that
theagent was to do the work himself.”

This being what he wants, he or-
ders his men to “ Lay off rods enough
to circuit the house!” The order is
obeyed. The men being experts at
the business are as lively as bees and
before the purchaser is aware of it,
his buildings are literally circuited
with rods; being, perhaps, fitty times
as much as was agreed upon, when

| he signed that “Application for an In- |

surance Policy.” He attempts an ex-
planation. He remonstrates, inquires,
almost swears. in fact does every thing
except taking the fraud by the throat
and choking him until he becomes
breathless—yes dead ! But all he does
is to no purposc. The foreman is
busily directing his men. and has time
only to say, “ This is what you order-
ed the Company to do, and [ am act-
ing under the instructions of the
Company.” As soon as the purchas

‘er says, as he undoubtedly will do:

“ Well’ sir, you need not put up any
more!” work céases and the men pre-

pare to leave, but are very careful to |

take measurements; and leave rods
enough to circuit the buildings. The
pay for rodsis then demanded, and of
course the purchaser is so confounded
and out of balance that hescarcely
knows what reply to make, but finally
gathers courage enough to refuse to
pay a cent. Phisisexpected and Mr.
Cheeky coolly remarks: - Well I sup-
pose the Company will be compeiled
to have resource to the courts then.”
Jumps into his wagon and as cooly
drives off. The to-be -pittied farmer
is left to stew in his wrath alone. He
is so much bewildered or so excited
that he simply swears, il he is posses-
of that babit, and only chokes his
oaths if heis not. He can do no work,
cannot sleep, or even eat, he simply
blows all the time. Shortly after 10
o’clock the next day Mr. Cheeky and
his men return again. He remarks:
“As this is the last unsettled job in
the County, I am instructed by the
General Manager to settle with you.”
He has much to say about the law on
contracts, and the decisions of the
various courts, and, in fact, commen-
ces a general raid of scare, and wheth-
er he succeeds or not, depends upon
the mettle of the man he is raiding
upon. I wasan eye-witness to one
of these raids only last week, and
having learned in the Grange how to
talk, and how to bother, and how to
interrupt, I had a fine time in allow-
ing a scheme of mine to exhaust itself,
I gathered from him all the inferma-
tion that I have given above, and
induced him to allow me to examine
his policies which I noticed were
headed ArNa INpDEMITY Company of
Chicago Ill, and only one place for a
signature, and that to be the Agent’s
himself. This helped very much in
exposing the fraud, for he was em-
ployed, as he said, by the Phenix Co.
Kalamazoo.

Brothers, I hope you will profit by
this expose, and when you see these
frauds entering upon your premises
in the image of peddlers, book agents,
or other agents cooly go about your
own business and be sure to request
them to go about theirs.

Never sign a paper that a stranger
may request you to; never place any
confidence in any one, of whom you
have no knowledge whatever. Deal

wholly with your Order and through-

your Order, and you will not be gull-

ed by sharks. Never purchase a thing

because you imagine you are getting

it at a cheaper rate than your neigh-

bor will be ebliged to pay. Lastly;

“Be honest and fear not ”

Fraternally and 1ruly Yours,
THos. MALONY,

Sec., Rollin Grange, 383.

One-half cup of corn starch im-
proves any common cake ; less flour,
however, must be used,
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List of Appointments for Meetings, \’

as Arranged by T. A. Thompson.

May 16,
“ 17,
“ 18
« 20,

21,
29
£ay
23,
24,
25,
27,
28,
29,

Unadilla, Ingham Co., Mich.

Waterloo, Jackson Co., Mich.

Norvill, ‘“ “ “

Springport, ¢ i

Homer, Calhoun ¢ i

Battle Creek, Calhoun Co., Mich,

Bedford, “ ‘o “

Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co., Mich.

South Haven, Van Buren Co., Mich,

Plainwell, Allegan Co., Mich.

Berrien Centre, Berrien Co., Mich.

To be arranged by Thomas Mers, in

Berrien County.

“ “ “

“

30,
31,

«“ “
Monteray, Allegan County, Mich,
Moline, % « “
Rockford, Kent
Alaska, £
5, Tonia, Ionia
5, Keene, -
Berltn, Ottawa
5, So. Boston, Ionia
Grattan, Kent
, Portland, Ionia
Grand Ledge, Eaton Co., Afternoon.
North Lansing, Ingham Co., Evening.
Lainsburg, Shiawassee Co., Mich.
Victor, Clinton c 4
5, Oak Grove Gr. Livingston Co., Mich.
Howell, Livingston Co., Mich.
Pontiae, Oakland L3 AS
Orion, “ “@ “
Imlay City, Lapeer ¢ £
Memphis, St. Clair Co., Mich.
Flushing, Genesee * “
Birch Run, Saginaw Co., Mich.
5, Saginaw City, ¢ 3 G
5, Orient, Osceola  « “
7, Big Rapids, Mecosta « i
Fremont Center, Newaygo Co., Mich,
29, Ravenna, Muskegon Co., Mich.
Jonesville, Mich, May 7th, 1878.
Fraternally,  T. A, THOMPSON.

Farmers in Legislation.

DBro. Cobb :

In the VisiTor of April 15th,
Brother Pray propounds this ques-
tion: “ Why should not Farmers
Represent Farmers in our Legislative
and other Representative Bodies?”
This is a very important and yet a
very simple question. I apprehend
no one will deny that the great
Agricultural interests of our Ntate
should be represented by Agricul-
turists.

Let us change Brother Pray's
question, and put it in this form:
Why are not Farmers Represented
by Farmers? with this change, the
question is more pertinent, and comes
home to the tarmers with more force,
and possibly may induce them to
take a retrospective view of their
past actions, and perhaps they may
resolve to make amends.

Why are not farmers represented
by farmers? First, because they do
not attend the primary meetings in
their respective townships; they
seem to manifest so little interest in
selecting candidates, or are so busy
about their work, they neglect this
important duty as citizens, #d leave
this matter, which is of such vast
interest to themselves, to others:
They allow a few professional politi-
cians to select delegates to represent
themselves (wmot the farmers), in the
conventions for nominating candi-
dates, for the farmers to vote for.
Can the farmer who thus neglects
this important duty, expect any favors
of a convention thus organized ? Sup-
pose the farmers and laborers should
turn out in full force, could they not
select men of their own choice?
They have the power in their own
hands, why not use it. s any one to
blame but themselves? If a candi-
date for Congress is to be nominated,
the delegates sent to nominate, are
lawyers or office holders. Do you
suppose they will select a farmer?
It is absurd t» expect any such thing.

When did we have any other but
a lawyer to represent this second
Congressional District? Have we not
in this great -Agricultural district, a
farmer capable of representing our
interests in Congress better than a
lawyer?' Cannot the great Agricul-
tural State of Michigan find as much
as one’ farmer in whose hands it is

3

lawyers in Congress from Michigan.
Does that sound well? Ts it policy?

Farmers, Laborers, Patrons, how
long shall these things be? It is for
you to determine.

Brother Pray asks the question,
“ Would it not be well to change the
programme {” Certainly; the sooner
the better. Why not inaugurate a
new system ! Let the voters select
their men, and then elect them

My second reason is our party
ties have been so strong we have not
been willing to cut loose from them,
we have voted more for party than
capability or honesty. How often a
worthy capable candidate has been
defeated by a worthless demagogue
because he (the demagogue) belonged
to the dominest party,and although he
may have secured his nomination by
fraud, we must support him and our
party, it the heavens fall.

Voters!isnot thistrne? Patrons!
How many votes have you thrown
away on some political partizan,
when you might have elected a
good intelligent farmer whether a
member of our Order or not ?

I am of the opinion it matters very
little to what political party a man
belongs at the present time. What
we want is honest men; men who
dare to do right ; men whose sole ob-
ject is not their own aggrandisement,
but who are willing to labor faithful-
ly and zealously for the welfare
of their constituents. We do not
want men who inflate their own
salaries and contract the wages of
the laborer, or the price of our farm
products. We want no more Bel-
knaps or Credit Mobilers; but we do
want honest men in office. We want
our Government to aid us in this
time of trouble. Cannot this Govern-
nent do something to relieve the
distress that abounds in our land?
Is there no remedy ? Many of our
tarms are mortgaged. Must they be
taken from us? Must we be turned
out of our old homes where we had
hoped to spend our last days in
peace ! Who is responsible for this
state of things? Iave we brought
it about, or are our law makers (law-
yers) responsible for it.

Now farmers, laborers, let us in-
vestigate ; let us repudiate all dis-
honesty in party or politcians, and it
will not be very long before we shall
have no occasion to ask the questions:
“Why should not,” or, “ Why are
not Farmers Represented in our
Legislative Bodies 7"

D. WooDMAN,

Paw Paw, Mich., May 8, 1878,

The Feeding Value of the Potato.

How to convert potatoes, with the
best economy and with the greatest
profit, into other forms of food,
into milk, butter, and meat, is a prob-
lem not yet fully solved. Various
estimates have been made by practical
men as to the effective value of the
potato in the production of beef, mut-
ton, and milk. and though opinions
still differ, the proportion of other
food staples that potatoes are capable
of yielding, is nearly indicated in the
following statement :

A bushel of potatoes when judicions-
ly fed to animals of a good breed will
produce:

pounds
Of beef, from
Of Mutton, from.
Of pork, from..
Of milk, from..
Of butter, from..

It is of course not supposed that
potatoes are fed exclusively. in pro-
ducing these results, but in suitable
combination with other kinds of feed

CoNRAD WILsON.

Do not entertain visitors with yonr

willing to trust its interests? Nine

own domestic troubles.
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SCHOOLCRAFT, MAY 15, 1878.

J. T.COBB, SCHOOLCKAFT.

Officers and members of Subordinate Granges
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange.

BLANKS,

Blanks that are sent free from this office on

application are:

Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-
ordinate Granges.

Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-
mona Granges.

Blank application for organizing Pomona
Granges.

Blank applications for Membership in Pomona
Granges.

Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer.

Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges.

Blank Certificates of Election to County
Convention.

Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to
the State (»range.

Blanks for Consolidation of Granges.

Blank Applications for Certificate of Dimit.

Blank Plaster Orders.

Blank Certificates of Incorporation.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

"A Sister's " article would have ap-
peared in this number, but the "rule”
that all Contributors must give their
name is soobviously right, thatwe
are disposed to adhere to it. As this
article iswithout date orname, we
hold it to hear from the author. When
requested, the name is withheld from
pu blication.

" Aunt Sally " also forgets to sign
her name.

Are these Things sol

The American peopleare notoriously
progressive. When we say this there
is running alongside, parallel with the
declaration, a feeling oridea or im-
pression of real, actual, desirable ad-
vancement in the direction of
provement and a higher and better
civilization.

In making this first statement how-
ever, at this time, we dosowith a
purpose to call in question, and object
to the progress that has been made in
a department of business where edu-
cation, refinement and culture are to
be found, and where the boor,the
clodhopper, and the unlearned are not
permitted to enter. And we raise the
inquiry whether the progress made by
the bar and judiciary of the country
has not been antagonistic to the best
interests of the people. The business
of securing justice between man and
man in cases of difference, and of re-
quiring the fulfillment of obligations
on the part of the unwilling, has been
from time immemorial committed to
the institutions known as courts, and
the purpose of this article is to ask the
question, Is the object for which courts
were instituted attained? or, when
attained, as it sometimes no doubt
must be, is it at such price as is satis-
factory to fair-minded, honest men?
Our observation leads usto believe
that there is but one opinion on this
subject We are sure that the great
body of the people, though they have
given this matter no systematic con-
sideration or discussion, have come to
understand that speedy justice is no
longer to be expected in the adminis-
tration of our judicial system

These are progressive times. In
every department of business PUSH
has come to be recognized as the essen-
tian element—a characteristic feature
of this country. Men want toreach
conclusions at once—have no love for
the slow plodding usages and habits
of their grandfathers. 1fthis spirit
of the age has reached the judiciary
department of the country it has had

im-
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an effectin the opposite direction from
what is shown in allother depart-
ments of business. The two most
important elements inoperating the
machinery of the law seem to be to
consume time and make costs.

We need not minutely describe the
general course of cases that are
launched in justice courts — goon
appeal tothe Circuit, are put over
from one term to another, first, per-
haps, by the attorney for the plaintiff,
then by the attorney for the defend-
ant, and when at last, after months or
years of delay on one pretext or an-
other,a verdict is reached, the litigants,
if not yet impoverished, discover
that they are just getting down to
business.

No Circuit Judge would have the
discourtesy to refuse to hear argu-
ment on a motion for a new trial, be-
sides usage demands that any course
which has the two elements of need-
less delay and expense should be
respected and pursued; and usage in
this is the **Higher Law." When the
machinery ofdelay has run dry the
case is,perhaps, again tried in the
Circuit, or goes to the Supreme Cowrt.
In each case no change of programmne
will take place. Anything that con-
sumes time and postpones what should
be the first prime object of acourt of
justice, is in order with the bar and
permitted by the court.

This charge seems sweeping and
severe, but can its truthfulness be de-
nied. No one will pretend that our
courts inthese latter days, attempt
to secure justice to the parties at law
within a reasonable
least possible cost.
notoriously true.

We call to mind acase in our town-
ship where the sum involved was less
than $10, that was in court over four
years, cost the county over $500 and
the litigants a large sum. And an-
other case were the original amount
involved was less that 820, now in its
sixth year, with no prospect of reach-
ing a conclusion. And the experience
of the citizens of our town is not dif-
ferent from that of others,—if notin
every township, certainly in every
county in the State.

If we are answered that no one com-
pels us to go to law,—if we don't like
it, keep out of it. 1 answer that the
practice of courts and attorneys has
been such that careful, prudent men
are heard to declare every time this
subject is called up that they would
rather sustain aloss of $100 atany time
than to attempt to obtain their rights
in courts. °

Few of our most judicious, careful
men of any class are found in court
either as plaintiff or defendant, for the
simple reason that such men have no
confidence in the administration of
law—are, in short, afraid of the whole
machinery of courts, preferring to
suffer loss, injury, or thinly disguised
robbery, if not in silence, at least
without resistance, rather than take
the chances of delay and loss that are
sure to follow any attempt to secure
justice in our courts, and yet these
men contribute, without complaint to
the support and maintenance of a
usage that is as disgraceful to our
boasted civilization, as it is expensive
and unsatisfactory.

We complain ofhard times, but
what do we do to relieve ourselves of
the burden of taxation. I1fthe com-
plaint is well founded, is it not time to
east about usand see if something
cannot be done. Shall we go on from
year to year paying court expenses
that, in half the cases, amount to
more than the sum in controversy?

This condition of things is th
growth of years, and is so thorouo-hly
imbeded in our statutes and the law of
usage, that we cannot even expect to
make much headway against it. But

Thereverse is

we hope, by calling attention to it to
provoke discussion.

And 1 would suggest, as the first
practicable step toward the correction
of the abuses complained of, that we
demand such legislation as will pre-
vent any case going from a Justice,
to the Circuit Court, where the sum
involved is less than, say $100.00.
As we have intimated, these abuses
will not easily be rubbed out. But
can we not, by making adefinite point
—the reasonableness of which is obvi-
ous to all—commence the work of re-
form with more hope of accomplishing
something, than toraise the cry of
honesty and reform in a sort of gen-
eral way. Before we vote for mem-
bers of another legislature,
know what the candidates think about
this matter, and what, ifelected, they
will do about it. 1fthe people them-
selves donot undertake to correct
some of the abuses that have settled
down upon us, | apprehend they will
have occasion to continue grumbling
for years to come.

Condensed Report of Proceedings of El-
ntira Farmers Club, as found in (he
Hnsfoandman of May 1st and 8th.

The manufacture of sugar from
beets and cane has been discussed by
the Club from time to time. Letters
received by Secretary Armstrong from
two Neb. correspondents, claimed that
good results were obtained last year
from anew kind called amber cane,
and that farmers were so confident of
success that they were making ex-

time and at theiensive preparation for raising this

new variety of cane with the expecta-
tion that it will prove more profitable
than raising wheat.

Bro. Sessions "by letter gave his tes-
timony against raising millet and
corn for fodder where grass makes a
good crop. This view was endorsed
by the club and the opinion seemed
to prevail that grass should be placed
first in the list of food prepared for
stock, and corn fodder, Hungarian
grass and millet should be raised only
as asubstitute for ahay crop.

In answer to an enquirer who de-
sired to fence with barbed wire, Pres.
Hoffman said he had used such for two
years, and was favorably impressed
with it, but thought more time neces-
sary to determine positively that it is
the best and cheapest farm fence
thought 20 feet apart, about the right
distance for posts. Asthe Pres't did not
state how many wires he used, or the
cost of his fence, we have no data to
compare this with other fences,the
cost of which we know.

From Stale Agent Carpenter, of
DesMoines, lowa, we learn that barbed
wire is now worth nine cts. per pound,
and weighs 11 pounds to the rod.

A barbed wire fence need not be as
high as any other fence, as stock have
great respect for the barbs after hav-
ing been once introduced.

A lengthy discussion on the subject
of manures seemed to lead to the con-
clusion that course manure should bo
plowed under for its mechanical effect
on heavy soils, but on light porous
soils surfdee application insured bet-
ter results. Concentrated manures
by which we mean hen manure, night
soil, and the like, are made available
by mixing with dry earth, and the
mass kept sheltered and applied in a
dry condition, when planting corri, or
to other growing crops.

The deoderizing properties of dry
earth and plaster are not understood
and appreciated by farmers generally,
or we should not find inthese days of
cheap plaster, so many offensive odors

€in the back yards of farmers.

The advocates of coloring butter
had another hearing, were promptly
replied to, and the subject left about
where itwas taken up. Ifany ad-

let ushorses see much force

vance toward a conclusion was made
it was evidently covered by the old
couplet.

“A man convinced against his will

Is of the same opinion still.”

A correspondent recommended
Brownell's beauty asa late potato
claiming this new variety superior to
the peachblow in quality—smooth as
the early rose, and never hollow.

No one could satisfactorly answer
a Wisconsin enquirer "how to keep
eggs from now until next winter."”

We were alittle surprised tofind
the President and Secretary of the
Club in favor ofthe old way of sow-
ing plaster by hand rather than with
a machine, and cannot in this land of
in one of the
objections to machine sowing, because
" it takes ahorse to run it."

It takes a manto run the business
the old way, and isneither easy or
pleasant. Perhaps, however,* the
hired man is the approved machine in
this case.

Upon thequestion of harrowing
corn, there was some apprehension
expressed as to its being safe treat-
ment, though the practice was ap
proved by both the editors of the
Husbandman.

In this part of Michigan, harrowing
corn fields after planting as the weeds
start, finds favor with all those who
have tried it. Ofcourse it will not
do if the land is wet, or on sod that
has not been well prepared for the
crop.

We find inthe Husbandman that
a record kept by lIsaac Stearns, in
Newfieid, Mass., from 1893 to 1856,
of the date when apple trees were in
full bloom, shows May 9, 1830, as the
earliest blossoming in that period of
58 years, and June 3, 1850, as the la-
test.

T. B.Tompkins, ofElmira, N.Y.
has continued the record to date, and
from that we find that in this period
of 80 years these records show this
to be the only year when apple trees
were in bloom in April.

The extremes of the season appear
in Mr. Tompkins' table, April LOth,
1878, against June 9th, 1867, a range
of six weeks in eleven years.

The flattering prospects of this
early season have been suddenly
chilled by the frosts ofthe morning
of May 11th, which extended overa
great breadth of country. Cutting
down the early tender garden vegeta-
bles, grapes, peaches, and small
fruits in many localities. The extent
of the damage cannot at this writing
be estimated.

BEFOKE the next issue of the VIS-
ITOR, as will be seen by Bro. Thomp-
son's list ofappointments, he will be
in Kalamazoo. We are informed by
Bro. James, that his lecture there will
be at the hall of Arcadia Grange, at 2
P. M. His lectures are spoken of so
highly byall who have heard him,
that we hope no one will fail to hear
him wherever he speaks.

THE Patrons of Hillsdale County
will Hold their annual Pic-Nic on the
fair grounds in the city of Hillsdale,
Wednesday, June 5th, at 11 A M
Bros. Childs, Luce, and Moore are ex-
pected to give addresses. A cordial
invitation is extended to all tillers of
the soil, whether ofthe Order or not.

Berrien Springs, the county seat of
Berrien county, rejoices inthe fact
that not a lawyer or law office is to
be found within its boundaries.

A place for everything, and every
thing in its place, is the secret of good
house-keeping.



