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U N D E R e x i s t i n g r e g u l a t i o n s w e a r e 
required t o s e n d a copy of t h e VISITOR 
free to the Master of each Subordinate 
Orange. W e sliall also send a copy 
free to all Secretaries who send us ten 
or more names of subscribers for one 
year, wi th pay for the same-

M T T L E T H I N G S . 

I . EDGAR JOKES. 

" W h a t c a n I d o ? " s a i d a r a i n - d r o p s m a l l , 
W h i l e s p e e d i n g t o w a r d t h e e a r t h . 

" I m a y d o n o t h i n g , t h o u g h s w i f t I fa l l , 
T o m o i s t e n i t s d r o u t h a n d d e a r t h ; " 

B u t i t w e n t i t s w a y t o t h e f ie lds b e j o w , 
A n d o thers , i n t e e m i n g r a n k s , 

J o i n i n i t s w o r k ' t i l l t h e t o r r e n t s flow 
A n d t h e s t r e a m s a r c f u l l t o t h e i r b a n k s . 

" W h a t c a n I d o r " sa id a s n o w f l a k e l i g h t , 
F a l l i n g f r o m o u t t h e c l o u d . 

B u t i t w e n t i t ' s w a y , a n d t h e e a r t h w a s w h i t e , 
W i t h a b e a u t i f u l , spo t l e ss s h r o u d ; 

A n d a l l n i g h t long i t s c o m r a d e s fe l l , 
T i l l t h e s n o w d r i f t s m o u n t e d deep— 

A n d f a i r y fingers, on hil l a n d del l , 
H a d c o n j u r e d t h e w o r l d t o s leep . 

" W h a t c a n I do ? " sa id a l i t t l e b reeze , 
As i t s t a r t e d u p o n i t s w a y , 

A n d f a i n t l y m u r m u r e d a m o n g t h e t r e e s 
W h e r e t h e lea f le t s l a u g h a n d p l a y ; 

But, t h e z e p h y r s c o m b i n e d f o r a fiercer fight, 
W h i l e t h e f o r e s t s h o o k w i t h d r e a d — 

A n d t h e f i r m e a r t h r o c k e d b y i t s m a r c h i n g 
m i g h t , 

W a s t r e m b l i n g b e n e a t h i t s t r e a d . 

" W h a t c a n I d o i " sa id t h e l i t t l e r i l l , 
A s i t r i pp led a n d r o m p e d a long , 

O r t u r n e d as ide f o r t h e s m a l l e s t h i l l , 
A n d g u r g l e d w i t h ch i ld i sh song . 

B u t j o i n e d b y i t s n e i g h b o r s , e x p a n d e d w i d e 
I n a r i v e r b o t h s t r o n g a n d d e e p - • 

U n i t i n g a t l as t w i t h t h e o c e a n ' s t i d e , 
•Where res t l e ss s u r g e s s w e e p . 

" W h a t c a n 1 do ? " s a y s d e s p o n d e n t m a n , 
W h i l e lie l o n g i n g l y l o o k s a lone ; 

A n d h is w a t c h f u l g l a n c e s f a i n t l y s c a n 
T h e mi l l i ons w h o g r i e v e a n d g r o a n . 

B u t h is n e i g h b o r s m a y j o i n in t h e w o r k t o do , 
A n d t h e b a n n e r of h o p e u n f u r l e d — 

C a n c a r r y t h e m u l t i t u d e b r a v e l y t h r o u g h , 
A n d c o n q u e r a s c o w l i n g w o r l d . 

C o n q u e s t i s m a d e of t h e a t o m s of l i fe . 
T h a t j o i n a s t h e y m a r c h a long , 

A n d m o v i n g m a j e s t i c t h r o u g h toil a n d s t r i f e , 
Soon t r e a d t o t h e v i c t o r ' s song . 

T h e n a w a y w i t h t h e c o w a r d a n d c r a v e n d r e a d , 
T h a t s n e e r s a t t h e f o r c e s sma l l— 

F o r t h e a t o m s of l i fe , b y t h e i r u n i o n w e d , 
A r e t h e p o w e r t h a t sha l l c o n q u e r all . 

feet've C o m . § q m t t m e n t . 

T h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e of t he 
Mich. S t a t e Grange have m a d e a r -
r a n g e m e n t s w i th J . M . Chides ter , S ta te 
A g e n t a t D e t r o i t , fo r t he se l l ing of all 
classes of f a r m p r o d u c e in large or 
small quan t i t i e s , t h a t may be con-
signed h im by P a t r o n s of t he Sta te , 
a t N o . 80 W o o d b r i d g e S t r e e t , a f t e r 
t h i s da te . 

T h e commission fo r sel l ing wil l be 
on a g r a d u a t e d scale, d e p e n d i n g on 
t he class of a r t ic les and t he va lue of 
t he same. W e can only say, t h a t i t 
will be m u c h less t han commission 
ra tes as usua l ly charged , a n d we be-
lieve sat isfact ion will be given. T o 
those who p ropose to avail themselves 
of these " l o n g called f o r " a r r a n g e -
ments , we have a word of caut ion.— 
T h e D e t r o i t m a r k e t is a good one fo r 
f a r m produc t s , if of a high quality, 
and well hand led . If of poor q u a l i t y 
and s lovenly handled one of t he p o o r -
est in t he west . If y o u expect a good 
pr ice with qu ick sales a n d r e a d y re-
t u r n s , m a k e y o u r ar t ic les A No. 1 be-
fo re t hey leave t he fa rm. L e t your 
packages p r e s e n t a nea t and a t t r a c t i ve 
appearance, so ca re fu l ly packed t h a t 
t h e y will open p e r f e c t . T h e n w e a p 
p rehend the resu l t s will be satisfac-
t o r y . F . M . HOLLOWAY, 

Ch'n of Ex . Com. 

[ F r o m t h e L a n s i n g R e p u b l i c a n , A p r i l 23.] 

Michigan Soils. 

To the Land-owners of our State: 
So l i t t le is known to t he p u b l i c of 

t he k i n d and q u a l i t y of t h e soil in t he 
n o r t h e r n count ies in the lower pen in-
sula t h a t t he t ide of emigra t ion is 
s w e e p i n g b y Mich igan to occupy 
p o o r e r l ands f a r t h e r f r o m good m a r -
ke t s . T o b r i n g to publ ic no t ice t he 
undeve loped agr icu l tu ra l r e souces of 
our s tate , I am ga the r ing spc imens of 
t b e soil t o be analyzed a t t h e labora-
to ry , and then to be exh ib i t ed a t t h e 
S ta te fa i r in D e t r o i t , i t is my p l an 
to a r r a n g e these spec imens of soil in 
l a r g e glass jars , s ide b y side, w i th a 
label a t t a c h e d to each j a r s t a t i n g t he 
local i ty f r o m which t h e soil comes, 
t he k inds of t i m b e r g r o w i n g on it, and 
t he chemical ana lys is of t he soil. In 
th i s way i t is h o p e d t h a t t he pe r sons 
a t t e n d i n g t h e fa i r may d i rec t ly com-
pare t h e soil of a l a rge n u m b e r of 
places in o u r S t a t e . 

T o ca r ry ou t th i s des ig r , l ig-
ed to ask t he aid of pe r sons ol ene rgy 
a n d p u b l i c spir i t in t h e va r ious sec-
t ions, of o u r S t a t e in g a t h e r i n g and 
f o r w a r d i n g to m e spec imens of soil for 
th i s p u r p o s e . I w a n t a fair specimen 
of t he surface soil f r o m each c o u n t y 
nor th of t he base line - I do no t w a n t 
soils se lec ted for t he i r ex t r ao rd ina ry 
p r ope r t i e s , b u t only a specimen which 
shall fairly represent the average soil 
of any given county or district. I t is 
easy to select a soil which will mis-
r ep re sen t t he average qua l i ty of soil 
in a d is t r ic t , b u t such selection will 
be oi ve ry l i t t le value. 

I n s end ing t he soil I wan t a t least 
one bushel of su r face soil to be p laced 
in a clean b o s or keg, and m a r k e d so 
t h a t I can ident i fy t he p lace f rom 
which i t comes. T h e pe r son sending 
t b e soil will please wr i t e m e at the 
same t ime , s ta t ing t h e local i ty f rom 
which t he soil is sent, t he t i m b e r 
g r o w i n g on such so i l and t he r o u t e 
b y which t he p a c k a g e is sent . Send 
as freight in all cases. 

I n count ies where t h e r e is an agr i -
cu l tu ra l society, I would sugges t that 
the secretary t a k e t he mat te r in charge, 
and send on the soil a t an early da te ; 
i t m u s t be sen t ear ly t o insure i t s 
analysis, for th i s is a slow process. 

P e r s o n s wish ing f u r t h e r informa-
t ion in regard to col lect ing and for-
ward ing specimens may secure s u c h 
informat ion by wr i t i ng to me. 

If the land owners of th i s S ta te 
would take hold of t he m a t t e r a t once, 
I t h i n k s o m e t h i n g can be done to 
a t t r a c t p u b l i c a t t en t ion to o u r u n i m -
p r o v e d l ands fo r a g r i c u l t u r a l p u r -
poses, and secure a sha re of the 
immigra t ion which now passes b y on 
t he o ther side. R . C. KEDZIE. 

S t a t e A g r i c u l t u r a l College, ) 
Apr i l 20, 1878. i 

MOKE g r a s s a n d less g r a i n m o r e 
condens ing of food on t he f a r m shou ld 
be t he mot to now. T h e p l an of p u t -
t i ng m o r e of our idle ac res in to g ras s 
and ra i s ing m o r e l ive stock of a b e t t e r 
qua l i ty will be a s tep in t he r i g h t 
d i rec t ion . 

Agricultural Items. 

NEBRASKA ra i sed 23,000,000 bushe l s 
of corn a n d 170,500 hogs in 1877. 

T o o m u c h exerc ise is well known 
to r e t a rd t he p roces s of f a t t e n i n g 
animals . 

COTTON, sheep a n d h o g s to the ag-
g r e g a t e of 899,000,000 were received 
a t Chicago Union Stock Yards d u r i n g 
t he yea r 1877. 

CALIFORNIA h a s 3,800,000 f r u i t t rees 
a n d 36,000,000 grape-vines , and h a r -
ves t s f rom 300,000,1)00 to 500,000,000 
p o u n d s of f r u i t yea r ly . 

IT is s ta ted tha t it t a k e s 80 per cent 
of t he w h e a t c rop of I o w a to t r a n s p o r t 
i t to the seaboard . If so, Ohio, Ind i -
ana and Wes te rn Vi rg in i a whea t 
g r o w e r s o u g h t to be able to compe te 
with Iowa. 

SPAIN has more sheep in p ropor t ion 
to her popula t ion t han any coun t ry 
in E u r o p e ; n e x t comes Eng land , t hen 
D e n m a r k , l i ouman ia , and H u n g a r y . 
S a x o n y , Belgium and Switzer land 
have the least . 

WITH r e g a r d to swine, t he United 
S ta tes bei.ds the roll of all na t ions w i th 
671 p e r thousand of t he popu la t ion , 
fol lowed by Spain, Denmark , Aus t r i a , 
H u n g a r y , Po r tuga l , Germany , F i ance, 
Russia , Grea t Br i t a in , Sweden, N o r -
way and Greece, in order named. 

Mr . MECHI, t he famous scientific 
f a r m e r of Eng land , es t imates t h a t fif-
teen h u n d r e d sheep folded on an acre 
of g r o u n d fo r t w e n t y - f o u r hours , or 
one h u n d r e d sheep fo r fifteen days, 
would manure t he soil suf l ient ly t o 
carry it th rough a fou r y e a r s ro ta t ion . 

THE F r e n c h gove rnmen t , rea l iz ing 
tha t na t ional and individual p rospe r i -
ty are dependen t upon t he develop-
men t of agr icu l ture , have i n t roduced 
a bill into t he senate making i t obl iga-
tory to t each t he e lements of agr icul-
tu re and h o r t i c u l t u r e in t he 30,000 
p r i m a r y schools of the na t ion . 

AN E a s t e r n b u t t e r - m a k e r t e s t s h is 
salt by dissolving a l i t t le in a glass 
t u m b l e r . I f the b r ine fo rmed is clear 
and f ree f rom b i t t e r tas te he p ronoun-
ces the salt good ; if on the o the r haud 
i t p resen t s a mi lky appearance , leaves 
any sediment or t h rows a scum to t he 
su r face he re jec t s it. 

THE g rea t d i f ference in t he a m o u n t 
of cream conta ined in the first and las t 
milk t a k e n f rom the cow appea r s t o 
be sa t i factor i ly exp la ined on t he sup-
posi t ion tha t f a t t y ma t t e r of the milk 
obeys t he same l aws of g rav i ty in t he 
udde r of t he cow t h a t i t does when 
set aside in an open vessal. 

SMALL fa rms m a k e near n i g b b o r s ; 
t hey m a k e good r o a d s ; t h e y m a k e 
plenty of good schools and c h u r c h e s ; 
t h e r e is m o r e money m a d e in p ropor -
t ion to the labor ; less labor is w a n t e d ; 
every t h i n g is kep t n e a t ; less wages 
have to be paid for h e l p ; less time is 
w a s t e d ; more is ra ised to t he ac re ; 
besides, i t is t i l led b e t t e r ; the re is no 
w a t c h i n g of h i r ed h e l p ; t he mind is 
n o t k e p t in a wor ry , s tew, and f re t 
all t he t ime. 
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l a s t e r ' s d e p a r t m e n t . 

J . J . WOODMAN, 

ERRATA.—In my article in last VIS-
ITOR OQ the •' Tariff," Second Cloth-
ing Wool,'" should read " S c o u r e d " 
Clothing Wool. 

Without any solicitation, or pre-
vious knowledge on my part , the 
Michigan Delegation in Congress, un-
animously presented my name to the 
President, for one of the four Agri-
cultural Commissioners from the Uni-
ted States, to the " International In-
dustrial Exposition at Paris." The 
President made the appointment and 
I have accepted; and engaged pass-
age to Liverpool, on the steamship 
Algeria, of the Cunard Line, which 
sails fiom New York for Liverpool, at 
9 o'clock A. M. on the i2d inst. 

I expect to be absent unti l the close 
of the Exposit ion, the last of October. 
I t was my inclination to resign the 
Master 's office, and let its entire du -
ties and-responsibilities fall into other 
hands; but the j udgmen t of the Ex-
ecutive Committee was against m e ; 
and yielding to their wishes, I shall 
continue to hold the office; but with-
out salary dur ing my absence. 

The correspondence and general 
duties of the Master, will be placed 
in the hands of the Secretary of the 
Sta te Grange; and the general and 
special Deput ies will act under his 
instructions. By this arrangement of 
the Execut ive Committee, I am con-
fident that the work will move on har-
moniously, and receive no check or 
injury from my absence. I go as 
the representative of the Agricultural 
Interests , and my duties will be in-
timately connected with the objects 
and welfare of our great and prosper-
ous organization. The VISITOR will 
be received and read with deep inter-
est. and through the Master s Depar t 
ment , the Order will continue to hear 
from me. 

My addiess will be United States 
Department , of the Internat ional Ex-
position, Paris , France. The Postage 
on letters is five cents per half ounce. 
All correspondence will be answered 
promptly, and most cheerfully. 

By-Laws of the Michigan State Grange. 

The following are the amended 
B y - L a w s of the Michigan State 
Grange. I n the amendment made to 
Sec. 1, of Article 3, by the last State 
Grange, an omission occurs in the 
By-Laws printed in book form. The 
word voting, should be inserted be-
fore "members ," in the first line.— 
[See Sec. 1, Preamble to the Const, of 
National Grange, under the head of 
" State Grange." 

A R T I C L E I. 
T I T L E . 

This organization shall be known as 
the Michigan State Grange, Patrons of 
Husbandry. 

A R T I C L E I I . 
R E L A T I O N TO N A T I O N A L G R A N G E . 

Sec. 1. In all its acts the Michigan 
btate Grange shall be subject te, and 
controlled by, the Constitution and ap-
plicable By-JLaws of the National' 
Grange. 

A R T I C L E I I I . 
MEMBERS-

Sec. 1. (As amended, session of 187" 1 
The voting membership of the Michigan 
State Grange shall consist of the Mas-
ters, or Past Masters of Subordinate 
Granges and their wives who are 
Matrons, who shall be chosen in 
proportion to one Master to everv 
live Subordinate Granges, or major 
part thereof, in the County; Provided 
that in Counties where there are not 

five Subordinate Granges, or a major 
part thereof, the Master and Secretary of 
the State Grange shall consolidate such 
Counties into Representative Districts, 
in such manner as they shall deem just 
to the Counties interested, and give 
them a fair representation in the Slate 
Grange. These members shall be elect-
ed by ballot by a convention to be held 
the third Tuesday of October of each 
year, at the county seat of each county ; 
Provided, the place of meeting was not 
fixed elsewhere by a vote of the last 
preceeding annual convention; that 
each Subordinate Grange shall have 
four deligates to said County Conven-
tion, said deligates to be chosen from 
the Fourth Degree members of said Su-
bordinate Grange to represent said Su-
bordinate Grange in said County Con-
vention. The Convention may elect 
alternates, or empower delegates to ap-
point substitutes from among the 
Masters of the County. 

Sec 2. Past Masters of said Subordi-
nate Granges and their wives, who are 
Matrons, shall be considered as honorary 
members, and shall be eligible to offiee 
but not entitled to vote. 

SEC. 3. Each Delegate and Officer 
attending the State Grange shall receive 
mileage at the rate of two cents per mile 
for the distance traveled in going and 
returning by the nearest traveled route, 
and SI.50 per diem for the time actually 
spent ill the Giauge. The Master and 
Secretary of the S ate (Jrange shall give 
such delegate .i »rder for the amount 
on the Treasurer of the State Grange, 
which shall be paid at the close of the 
session. 

A R T I C L E IV. 
M E E T I N G S . 

Section 1. This Grange shall hold 
its annual meetings on the second Tues-
day in December of each year, at such 
place as the Grange may by vote decide. 

Sec. 2. In ease the Grange does not 
select the place for its next annual 
meeting the Executive Committee shall 
determine where such meeting shall be 
held. 

Sec. 3. Special meetings may be call-
ed by the Master and Secretary, upon 
request of the Executive Committee or 
the Masters of twenty Subordinate 
Granges. 

Sec. 4. When any meeting of1 the 
State Grange is to be held the Secretary 
shall give at least 30 days notice of the 
same to the Secretaries of Subordinate 
Granges of the State. 

A R T I C L E V. 
QUORUM. 

Fifty members shall costitule a quo-
rum for the transaction of business. A 
less number may meet and adjourn from 
time to time. 

A R T I C L E VI . 
OFFICERS" 

Section 1. The officers of this Grange 
shall be of the same number and name 
as in the National and Subordinate 
Granges. 

Sec. 2. The regular election of offi-
cers shall take place at theannual meet-

i n g of alternate years, the next election 
being at the annual meeting of 18-.. 

Sec, 3. Vacancies shall be tilled by 
election at the first annual meeting 
after the vacancy occurs. But until 
such meeting the vacancy may be tilled 
by appointment by the Master. 

Sec- 4. All elections shall be by bal-
lot, and a majority of all votes cast shall 
be necessary to elect. 

A R T I C L E VI I . 
D U T I E S OF O F F I C E R S . 

Section 1. Master— I t shall be the 
duty of the Master to preside at all 
meetings of the Grauge ; to see that offi-
cers and members of committees proper-
ly perform their respective duties; to 
see that the Constitution of the National 
Grange, the By-laws of the. Grange and 
the usages of the Order are observed and 
obeyed, to sign all drafts upon the Treas-
ury and perform such other duties as 
pertain to his office or are required by 
these articles. 

Sec 2. Overseer.—It shall be the duty 
of the Overseer !o assist the Master ir. 
the maintenance of order, to preside 
over the Grange in the absence of the 
Master, and in case the office of Master 
be vacant he shall fill it until the next 
annual meeting. 

See. 3. Lecturer— I t shall be the 
duty of the Lecturer, in addition to the 
duties required by the Ritual, to prepare 
and deliver an address, upon some topic 
involving the good of the Order, at each 
annual meeting of the State Grange 

Sec. 4. Steward.—The Steward's duty 
shall be to have charge of the inner 

gate, and perform such other duties as 
are required by the Ritual. 

Sec. o. Assistant-Steward—This offi-
cer shall assist the Steward in his duties 
as Steward, and perform such other 
duties as are required by the Ritual. 

Sec. 0 Secretary. — The Secretary 
shall make and keep accurate record 
of all the proceedings of the meetings 
of the State Grange. He shall make 
all necessary returns to the National 
Grauge and keep the accounts of the 
Subordinate Granges with the State 
Grange. 

He shall pay over to the Treasurer 
within the time prescribed by the Con-
.titution of the National Grange, all 
moneys coming into his hands, and 
take a receipt from the Treasurer for 
the same. He shall, under the 
direction of the Executive Committee, 
draw and countersign ail orders on the 
treasury. 

He shall furnish the Subordinate 
Granges with the necessary blanks 
upon which to make reports of the 
condition of the Grange; also, when 
required, of the condition and amount 
of crops, or other matters upon 
which reports are required for the 
benefit of the Order. 

He shall also keep and publish 
annually, a complete register of the 
names and number of all Subordinate 
Granges in the State, with the name 
and address of the Master and Secretary 
ol' each; and send a copy to the Secre-
tary of each Subordinate Grange, on 
the first day of March in each year. 
He shall conduct the correspondence of 
this Grange, and generally shall act as 

I the administrative officer of the Grauge 
under the direction of the Master and 
Executive Committee. 

He shall prepare and publish a 
tabulated sheet of balances of each 
Subordinate Grange with the State 
Grange, as it appears on his books on 
the first day of September of each year, 
aud before the loth day of said month, 
shall send one copy of such balances to 
every Grange Secretary in the State. 

He shall also make a list, by mem-
bers, of the Granges, entitled to repre-
sentation in the County and District 
Conventions,and determine, under such 
regulations as the By- laws may estab-
lish, the number of representatives to 
which a County or District is entitled; 
and the publication of such list of 
Granges and number of representatives 
in the official paper of the State 
Grange, shall be deemed and taken as 
sufficient notice to all Granges of their 
rights to representation. 

He shall keep a list of Granges delin-
quent more than one quarter, in reports 
or payment of dues, standing in the 
official paper of the State Grange, aud 
shall correct the same monthly. 

In compensation for his services the 
Secretary shall receive a sum of money 
not exceeding §1,000 per annum, and to 
be fixed by the Executive Committee, 
to be paid quarterly. The Secretary 
shall give a bond for the faithful per-
formance of his duties, to be ap-
proved by the Executive Committee, 
and such bond shall be deposited with 
the Master of the State Grange for safe 
keeping. 

Sec. 7. Treasurer.—The Treasurer 
shall receive all moneys of the State 
Grange from the hands of the Secretary 
and give a receipt for the same. H e 
shall keep an accurate account of all 
moneys received, and pay from the 
same, on the order of the Master and 
Secretary, such order bearing the seal 
of the Grange. He shall give a full 
statement of the condition of the treas-
ury at each annual meeting and when-
ever called upon by the Executive 
Committee to do so, and he shall give 
bonds in sufficient amount to secure 
all money that may come into his 
hands, said bonds to be approved by 
the Executive Committee, and deposi-
ted with the Master for safe keeping. 

See. 8. Gate Keeper. — I t shall be 
the duty of this officer to see that the 
gates are properly guarded. 

Sec. 9. Chaplain and Lady Officers. 
—The duties of the Chaplain aiid the 
several lady officers shall be the same 
as required by the Constitution of the 
.National Grange and by the Ritual of 
the Order, 

Sec 10. At the expiration of their 
term of office all officers shall deliver 
to their succcssors in office, all moneys, 
books, and papers belonging to said 
office. 

A R T I C L E V I I I . 
E X E C U T I V E COMMITTEE. 

The Executive Committee of this 
(Jrange shall consist of seven members 
to which shall be added the Master . 
ai)d Secretary as ex officio members. 

The members of the Exeutive Com-
mittee shall hold their office two years, 
four to be elected each alternate year, 
and three each alternate year. 

I t shall be the duty of the Executive 
Committee to attend to the general 
business transactions of the State 
Grange, to exercise a general supervis-
ion over the Order during the recess 
of the Grange, to instruct the Secretary 
in regard to the pr in t ing and disburse-
ments, and such other duties as may 
be imposed upou them by these Articles 
or By-laws. 

The members of this committee shall 
receive per mileage three cents per 
mile, aud per diem of three dollars 
while engaged in the discharge of 
duties enjoined upon them, which shall 
be in full for services and expenses. 

At each annua l meeting the Execu-
tive Committee shall make a full report 
of the labors and doings of the Commit-
tee during the year. 

The Dividing Line. 

I t is of the u tmost importance that 
t he Pa t rons of Husbandry should 
have a clear and well defined idea 
as to the i r r ights , privileges, and 
duties within the gates of the Order. 

To reach such an understanding, 
the facts a n d condit ions of soeiety 
must be looked a t ju s t as they are. 
A n y impract icable theory is worth-
less, especially for present use. Mat-
ters of business mus t be handled in a 
business-l ike manner . 

The organizat ion of the Grange, 
grew out of a necessity felt by farm-
ers for an improvemen t in their con-
dition, as a class. While it is not a 
political organization, y e t t he prin-
ciples it teaches underl ie all true 
political economy, all t rue statesman-
ship. I t is an organization into 
which the motives t h a t usually divide 
men in par t i san politics should never 
enter ; but where every question, affi ct-
ing the farmer , direct ly or indirectly, 
near or remote, may be fearlessly, 
conscientiously and thoroughly ana-
lyzed. I t Is a crucible into which 
all quest ions of production, distribu-
tion and consumption ; all questions 
of governmenta l policy, whether 
legislative or adminis t ra t ive , m:iy be 
pu t , lor the purpose of separating 
the pure m e t a l — t r u t h — f r o m the 
worthless dross, e r ror and prejudice. 

N o one can be a true Granger 
while he holds "polit ical notions" too 
sacred to be tr ied on their merits 
in relat ion to the farmers ' interests. 

While, the re fore we claim an exalt-
ed and indepeuden t posit ion for the 
Grange as a school for investigation 
of principles and policies, where truth 
may be f reed f rom error , where 
farmers may learn t ha t their interests 
are identical, we hold t ha t there 
should be a well defined dividing line 
between such invest igat ion, and the 
business oí political action. 

When i t comes to forming combi-
nat ions for the choice and election ol 
candida tes to fill the various offices 
in the g i f t of the peoyle, t he work 
should be done as citizens and not as 
Grangers . In the Grange y o u have 
learned how certain measures will 
affect the husbandman , now, in your 
political action, choose to office such 
men as will represent your interests. 

HUNGARIAN grass, c u t green and 
well cured, is used by some good \ er-
mon t da i rymen as a food for butter 
cows, a n d claim tha t it has the effect 
to give the bu t t e r t he t rue summer 
yellow. I t is sugges ted tha t since Hun-
gar ian g rass so cu red remains bright 
and green all winter , and because 
one of the e lementary colors which go 
to make green is yellow, tha t it is 
this greenness of the fodder which 
impar ts t he yellow color.—Scientific 
Farmer. 

T h e he igh t of inconsideration on 
the pa r t of a visi tor, is not t o be ready 
for meals when the bell r ings. 
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(£ommimications, 

Defrauding Farmers. 

A D D I S O N , M a y 1 s t , 1 8 7 8 
Worthy Secretary: 

I presume if all the frauds that are 
being perpe t ra ted on the unsuspect-
ing farmers were exposed through 
the columns of the VISITOR an enlarge-
ment would be demanded lor tha t 
purpose, if for no other . B u t I , for 
one, do not like to see my bro ther 
farmers gulled by sharpers wi thout 
giving an expose of the manner in 
which the gull ing was accomplished, 
and thus place light where darkness 
usually is, when the wily agent calls. 

Quite recent ly two of these sharks 
referred to, visited this vicinity, W e s t -
ern Lenawee Co. and were in t roduc ing 
what they called the PHCENIX LIGHT-
NING RODS. OF course they were 
experts in talking and lying as has 
been since found o u t ; these forerun 
ners say nothing about a wri t ten or-
der; they want no such thing, for it is 
their purpose to come a round in a 
week or so and p u t up the rods them-
selves. '1 liey want the purchasers to 
understand tha t the agreement is 
wholly a verbal one ; b u t as they pro-
pose to give a policy t ha t will cover 
the loss, in case the buildings rodded 
are in any way damaged by l ightning 
they desire the poor fellow who they 
are hoodwinking to sign a paper (a 
copy of which I give below), which 
they call an application for such poli-
cy. They will request the purchaser 
to read before signing, but when the 
attempt is made, they have a very im-
portant mat te r to communicate in 
regard to the desirability of such in-
surance, and will a t t r ac t his at tention 
in some way, if he is not on his guard, 
so as not to allow him to get a t the 
meaning, or anything else, of the paper 
lie is about to sign. l i e signs it. 
They- hurredly make out a duplicate, 
and the chief one of the f r aud signs 
that, then u rgen t business in some oth-
er part ot the Township induces them 
to leave. Af te r they are gone the 
purchaser reflects upon the bargain 
he made and how he beat them down 
from perhaps a ¡g'iOU job, at their 
price, to a S'25 job, a t a price of his own 
making. He then reads over the 
duplicate of his application for that 
desirable policy, and finds it to be 
precisely th i s : 

PHCENIX L I G H T N I N G R O D S . 
'(Then follow b l anks for da te a n d n a m e of dealer) 

P l e a s e d e l i v e r a t m y h o u s e e n o u g h f o r 
c i r c u i t f o r m , o f P A T E N T C O P P E R R O D S 
f o r m y , w i t h g r o u n d r o d s 
a n d a s u l l i c i e n t n u m b e r of p o i n t s , a t y o u r 
e a r l i e s t c o n v e n i e n c e , a n d e r e c t t h e s a m e 
if d e s i r e d f o r w h i c h I w i l l p a y y o u 
e i g h t y a n d o n e h a l f c e n t s p e r f o o t , c a s h 
o n d e l i v e r y ; o r w i l l g i v e m y n o t e p a y a -
b l e in 1 8 7 — w i t h i n t e r e s t . 
I o w n t h e l a n d a n d b u i l d i n g s f o r w h i c h 
t h e s e r o d s a n d c r e d i t a r e p r o c u r e d . 

( S i g n e d ) 

He reads and re-reads, b u t no light 
shines upon the valuable application. 
All is enshrouded in darkness, b u t 
yet every th ing must be all r ight , fo r 
those agents made every thing clear 
enough. this la t ter reflection is a con-
soling element and lulls censcience to 
the lands of perpetual sleep, if she 
even so much as demands fur ther in-
vestigation. 

Several days after the time set 
verbally when the job was to have 
been done, a foreman and two assist-
ants enter the yard with a l ightning 
rod wagon. The foreman makes a few 
casual remarks of inquiry in regard 
to who is the proprietor , etc. and he 
being present, takeH the original paper 
signed from his book,and r eads ; then 
inquires if t he signature is correct, and 
if he desires the rods p u t u p by them, 
or will he do it himself, of course he 
will rep ly ; " the agreement was tha t 
the agent was to do the work himself." 

This being what he wants, he or-
ders his men to " Lay off rods enough 
to circuit the h o u s e ! " The order is 
obeyed. The men being experts at 
the business are as lively as bees and 
before the purchaser is aware of it, 
his buildings are literally circuited 
with rods; being, perhaps, fffty t imes 
as much as was agreed upon, when 
he signed tha t "Application for an In-
surance Policy." He a t tempts an ex-
planation. He remonstrates, inquires, 
almost swears in fact does every thing 
except taking the f r aud by the throat 
and choking him until he becomes 
breathless^—yes dead ! B u t all he does 
is to no purpose . The foreman is 
busily directing his men. and has t ime 
only to say, " This is what you order-
ed the Company to do, and I am act-
ing unde r the ins t ruct ions of the 
Company." As soon as the purchas 
er says, as he undoubtedly will do : 
" Well ' sir, you need not p u t u p any 
more!" work ceases and the men pre-
pare to leave, b u t are very careful to 
take measurements , and leave rods 
enough to circuit the buildings. The 
pay for rods is then demanded, and of 
course the purchaser is so confounded 
and ou t of balance t ha t he scarcely 
knows what reply to make, but finally 
ga thers courage enough to refuse to 
pay a cent. Th i s is expected and Mr. 
Cheeky coolly r e m a r k s : Wel l I sup-
pose the Company will be compelled 
to have resource to the cour ts then." 
J u m p s in to his wagon and as cooly 
drives off. T h e to-be -pit t ied farmer-
is left to stew in his wrath alone. He 
is so much bewildered or so excited 
tha t he simply swears, if he is posses-
of tha t habit , and only chokes his 
oaths if he is uot. He can do no work, 
cannot sleep, o r even eat, he simply 
blows all the time. Short ly af ter It) 
o'clock the next day Mr. Cheeky and 
his men return again. Pie remarks : 
"As this is the last unsett led job in 
the County , I am instructed by the 
General Manager to settle with you." 
He has much to say about the law on 
contracts , and the decisions of the 
various courts, and, in fact, commen-
ces a general raid of scare, and wheth-
er he succeeds or not , depends upon 
the mett le of the man he is ra iding 
upon. I was an eye-witness to one 
of these raids only last week, and 
having learned in the Grange how to 
talk, and how to bother, and how to 
in te r rup t , I had a fine t ime in allow-
ing a scheme of mine to exhaus t itself, 
I gathered f rom him all the informa-
tion tha t I have given above, and 
induced him to allow me to examine 
his policies which I noticed were 
h e a d e d J-ETNA I N D E S I I T Y C o m p a n y o f 
Chicago 111., and only one place for a 
signature , and that to be the Agent 's 
himself. This helped very much in 
exposing the f raud , for he was em-
ployed, as he said, by the Phcenix Co. 
Kalamazoo. 

Brothers , I hope you will profit by 
this expose, and when you see these 
frauds entering upon your premises 
in the image of peddlers, book agents, 
or other agents cooly go about your 
own business and be sure to request 
them to go about theirs. 

Never sign a paper tha t a s t ranger 
may request you t o ; never place any 
confidence in any one, of whom you 
have no knowledge whatever . Deal 
wholly with your Order and through 
your Order, and you will not be gull-
ed by sharks. Never purchase a th ing 
because you imagine you are get t ing 
it at a cheaper ra te than your neigh-
bor will be obliged t o pay. Las t ly ; 
' Be honest and fear n o t " 

Fra ternal ly and 1 ruly Yours , 
T H O S . M A L O N Y , 

Sec., Rollin Grange, 383. 

One-half cup of corn s tarch im-
proves any common c a k e ; less flour, 
however, must be used. 

List of Appointments for Meetings, 
as Arranged by T. A. Thompson. 

May 16, Unadi l la , Ingham.Co. , Mich. 
•' 1", Wate r loo , Jackson Co., Mich. 
" 18, Norvi l l , 
" 20, Spr ingpor t , " •' " 
" 21, H o m e r , Calhoun " " 
" 22, Bat t le Creek, Calhoun Co., Mich. 
" 23, Bedford , 
" 24, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co.. Mich. 
" 25, South H a v e n , Van Buren Co., Mich. 
" 27, 1'lainwell, Allegan Co., Mich. 
" 28, Berr ien Centre, Berr ien Co., Mich. 
" 29, T o be a r ranged by T h o m a s Mars, in 

Berr ien Coun ty . 
" 30, ' 
" 31, Monte rav , Al legan County , Mich. 

J u n e 1, Moline, ' " " 
" 3, Rockford , K e n t " " 
" 4, Alaska, " " " 
11 5, Ionia , I on i a " " 
" 0, ICeene, " " " 
" 7, Ber l tn , O t t a w a " " 
" 8, So. Boston, Ion i a " " 
'• 10, G r a t t a n , K e n t " " 
" 11, Po r t l and , Ionia " " 
" 12, Grand Ledge, E a t o n Co., Af t e rnoon . 
" 12, N o r t h Lansing, I n g h a m Co., Even ing . 
" 23, La insburg , Shiawassee Co., Mich. 
" l i , Victor, C l in ton 
" 15, O a k Grove Gr. Liv ings ton Co., Mich. 
" 17, Howel i , Liv ings ton Co., Mich. 
" 18, Pont iac , Oakland " 
" 19, Orion, " " « 
" 20, Imlay Ci ty . Lapeer " " 
" 21, Momphis , St . Clai r Co., Mich. 
" 22, F lush ing , Genesee " " 
" 24, Birch R u n , Sag inaw Co., Mich. 
" 25, Sag inaw City, " " " 
" 2G, Orient , Osceola " " 
" 27, Big Rapids, Mecosta " '• 
" 28, F r e m o n t Center , N e w a y g o Co., Mich 
" 29, R a v e n n a , Muskegon Co., Mieli. 
Jonesvi l le , Mich, May 7th, 1878. 

F ra t e rna l ly , T . A. T H O M P S O N . 

Farmers in Legislation. 

Uro. Cobb: 
I n t h e VISITOR of A p r i l 1 5 t h , 

Brother Pray propounds this ques-
tion : " W h y should not Farmers 
Represent Farmers in our Legislative 
and other Representative Bodies?" 
This is a very impor tan t and ye t a 
very simple question. I apprehend 
no one will deny tha t the great 
Agricul tural in teres ts of our tétate 
should be represented by Agricul-
turists. 

Le t us change Brother Pray ' s 
question, and p u t it in this f o r m : 
Why are not f a r m e r s l iepresented 
by F a r m e r s ? with this change, the 
question is more pertinent, and comes 
home to the farmers with more force, 
and possibly may induce them to 
take a retrospective view of their 
past actions, and perhaps they may 
resolve to make amends. 

W h y are not farmers represented 
by fa rmers? First , because they do 
not a t tend the pr imary meet ings in 
their respective townsh ips ; they 
seem to manifest so little interest in 
selecting candidates, or are so busy 
about their work, they neglect this 
impor tan t d u t y as citizens, ¡tod leave 
this matter , which is of such vast 
interest to themselves, to o thers : 
They allow a few professional politi-
cians to select delegates to represent 
themselves (not the farmers), in the 
conventions for nominat ing candi-
dates, for the farmers to vote for. 
Can the farmer who thus neglects 
this important du ty , expect any favors 
of a convention thus organized ? Sup-
pose the farmers and laborers should 
tu rn out in full force, could they not 
select men of their own choice? 
They have the power in their own 
hands, why not use it. Is any one to 
blame but themselves ? If a candi-
date for Congress is to be Hominated, 
the delegates sent to nominate, are 
lawyers or office holders. Do you 
suppose they will select a farmer ? 
I t is absurd t > expect any such thing. 

When did we have any other b u t 
a lawyer to represent this second 
Congressional District? Have we not 
in this great Agricul tural district, a 
farmer capable of representing our 
interests in Congress better than a 
lawyer? Cannot the grea t Agricul-
tura l State of Michigan find as much 
as one' farmer in whose hands it is 
willing to t r u s t i ts interests ? Nine 

lawyers in Congress from Michigan. 
Does t ha t sound well ? Is it policy? 

Farmers , Laborers, Pat rons , how 
long shall these things be ? I t is for 
you to determine. 

Brother P r ay asks the question, 
" Would it not be well to change the 
programme ?" Certainly ; the sooner 
the bet ter . W h y not inaugura te a 
new system ? Let the voters select 
their men, and then elect them 

My second reason is o u r par ty 
ties have been so stroug we have not 
been willing to cu t loose from them, 
we have voted more for par ty than 
capability or honesty. How often a 
worthy capable candidate has been 
defeated by a worthless demagogue 
because he (the demagogue) belonged 
to the dominent party,and al though he 
may have secured his nomination by-
fraud, we must support him and our 
par ty , if the heavens fall. 

Voters ! is not this t rue ? Pat rons ! 
How many votes have you thrown 
away on some political partizan, 
when you might have elected a 
good intel l igent farmer whether a 
member of our Order or not ? 

I am of the opinion it mat ters very 
little to what political par ty a man 
belongs at the present time. AVhat 
we want is honest men; men who 
dare to do r i g h t ; men whose sole ob-
jec t is not their own aggrandisement, 
bu t who are willing to labor faithful-
ly and zealously lor the welfare 
of their consti tuents. Wo do not 
want men who inflate their own 
salaries and contract the wages of 
the laborer, or the price of our farm 
products. We want no more Bel-
knaps or Credit Mobilers; bu t we do 
want honest men in office. W e want 
our Government to aid us in this 
time of trouble. Cannot this Govern-
nent do something to relieve the 
distress t ha t abounds in our land? 
Is there no remedy ? Many of our 
farms are mortgaged. Must they be 
taken from us ? Must we be turned 
out of our old homes where we had 
hoped to spend our last days in 
peace ? W h o is responsible for this 
state of things? Have we brought 
it about , or are our law makers (law-
yers) responsible for it. 

Now farmers, laborers, let us in-
vest igate ; let us repudiate all dis-
honesty in par ty or politcians, and it 
will not be very long before we shall 
have no occasion to ask the questions: 
" W h y should not," or, " W h y are 
not Farmers Represented in our 
Legislative Bodies ?" 

D . W O O D M A N . 
I'aw Paw, Mich., May 8, 1878. 

The Feeding: Value of the Potato. 

How to convert potatoes, with the 
best economy and with the greates t 
profit, into other forms of food, 
into milk, butter, and meat, is a prob-
lem not ye t fully solved. Various 
estimates have been made by practical 
men as to the effective value of the 
potato in the production of beef, mut-
ton, and milk, and though opinions 
still differ, t he proportion of other 
food staples that potatoes are capable 
of yielding, is nearly indicated in the 
following s t a t emen t : 

A bushel of potatoes when judicious-
ly fed to animals of a good breed will 
p roduce : 

pounds 
Of beef, f rom 2 to 3 
Of Mut ton , f r o m 4 to o 
Of pork , f r o m 4 to 5 
Of mi lk , f r o m 33 to 40 
Of bu t te r , f rom 2 to 2J 

I t is of course not supposed tha t 
potatoes are fed exclusively in pro-
ducing these results, but in suitable 
combination with other kinds of feed 

C O N R A D W I L S O N . 

Do not entertain visitors with yonr 
own domestic troubles. 
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T O C O R R E S P O N D E N T S . 

'"A Sister 's " article would have ap-
peared in this number, but the " r u l e " 
that all Contributors must give their 
name is so obviously right, that we 
are disposed to adhere to it. A s this 
article is without date or name, we 
hold it to hear from the author. When 
requested, the name is withheld from 
pu blication. 

" Aun t Sally " also forgets to sign 
her name. 

Are these Things so I 

The American people are notoriously 
progressive. When we say this there 
is running alongside, parallel with the 
declaration, a feeling or idea or im-
pression of real, actual, desirable ad-
vancement in the direction of im-
provement and a higher and bet ter 
civilization. 

In making this first s tatement how-
ever, at this time, we do so with a 
purpose to call in question, and object 
to the progress tha t has been made in 
a department of business where edu-
cation, refinement and culture are to 
be found, and where the boor, the 
clodhopper, and the unlearned are not 
permitted to enter. And we raise the 
inquiry whether the progress made by 
the bar and judiciary o'f the country 
has not been antagonistic to the best 
interests of the people. The business 
of securing justice between man and 
man in cases of difference, and of re-
quiring the fulfillment of obligations 
on the part of the unwilling, has been 
from time immemorial committed to 
the insti tutions known as courts, and 
the purpose of this article is to ask the 
question, Is the object for which courts 
were instituted a t ta ined? or, when 
attained, as it sometimes no doubt 
must be, is it at such price as is satis-
factory to fair-minded, honest men? 
Our observation leads us to believe 
that there is but one opinion on this 
subject We are sure tha t the great 
body of the people, though they have 
given this matter no systematic con-
sideration or discussion, have come to 
understand that speedy justice is no 
longer to be expected in the adminis-
trat ion of our judicial system 

These are progressive times. In 
every department of business PUSH 
has come to be recognized as the essen-
t ian element—a characteristic feature 
of this country. Men want to reach 
conclusions a t once—have no love for 
the slow plodding usages and habits 
of their grandfathers. If this spirit 
of the age has reached the judiciary 
depar tment of the country it has had 

an effect in the opposite direction from 
what is shown in all other depart-
ments of business. The two most 
important elements in operating the 
machinery of the law seem to be t o 
consume time and make costs. 

We need not minutely describe the 
general course of cases that are 
launched in just ice courts — go on 
appeal to the Circuit, are p u t over 
from one term to another, first, per-
haps, by the at torney for the plaintiff, 
then by the at torney for the defend-
ant, and when at last, af ter months or 
years of delay on one pre tex t or an-
other,a verdict is reached, the litigants, 
if not y e t impoverished, discover 
that they are jus t get t ing down to 
business. 

N o Circuit Judge would have the 
discourtesy to refuse to hear argu-
ment on a motion for a new trial, be-
sides usage demands that any course 
which has the two elements of need-
less delay and expense should be 
respected and pursued; and usage in 
this is the " Higher Law." When the 
machinery of delay has run dry the 
case is, perhaps, again t r ied in the 
Circuit, or goes to the Supreme Cowrt. 
In each case no change of programmne 
will take place. Any th ing that con-
sumes time and postpones what should 
be the first prime object of a court of 
justice, is in order with the bar and 
permit ted by the court . 

This charge seems sweeping and 
severe, but can i ts t ruthfulness be de-
nied. No one will pretend that our 
courts in these latter days , a t tempt 
to secure jus t ice to the parties a t law 
within a reasonable time and at the 
least possible cost. The reverse is 
notoriously true. 

We call to mind a case in our town-
ship where the sum involved was less 
than $10, tha t was in court over four 
years, cost the county over $500 and 
the l i t igants a large sum. And an-
other case were the original amount 
involved was less tha t 820, now in its 
sixth year, with no prospect of reach-
ing a conclusion. And the experience 
of the citizens of our town is not dif-
ferent from that of others,—if not in 
every township, certainly in every 
county in the State. 

If we are answered that no one com-
pels us to go to law,—if we don ' t like 
it, keep out of i t . I answer that the 
practice of courts and a t torneys has 
been such tha t careful, prudent men 
are heard to declare every t ime this 
subject is called up that they would 
rather sustain a loss of $100 a t a n y time 
than to a t tempt to obtain their r ights 
in courts. ° 

Few o£ our most judicious, careful 
men of any class are found in court 
either as plaintiff or defendant, for thè 
simple reason that such men have no 
confidence in the administrat ion of 
law—are, in short, afraid of the whole 
machinery of courts, preferring to 
suffer loss, in jury , or thinly disguised 
robbery, if not in silence, a t least 
without resistance, rather than take 
the chances of delay and loss that are 
sure to follow any at tempt to secure 
just ice in our courts, and y e t these 
men contribute, without complaint to 
the support and maintenance of a 
usage tha t is as disgraceful to our 
boasted civilization, as i t is expensive 
and unsatisfactory. 

We complain of hard times, b u t 
what do we do to relieve ourselves of 
the burden of taxation. If the com-
plaint is well founded, is it not t ime to 
east about us and see if something 
cannot be done. Shall we go on from 
year to year paying court expenses 
that , in half the cases, amount to 
more than the sum in controversy? 

This condition of things is the 
growth of years, and is so thorouo-hly 
imbeded in our s ta tutes and the law of 
usage, tha t we cannot even expect to 
make much headway against it. But 

we hope, by calling a t tent ion to it to 
provoke discussion. 

And I would suggest , as the first 
practicable step toward the correction 
of the abuses complained of, tha t we 
demand such legislation as will pre-
vent any case going from a Jus t ice , 
to the Circuit Court, where the sum 
involved is less than, say $100.00. 
As we have int imated, these abuses 
will no t easily be rubbed out. But 
can we not, by making a definite poin t 
—the reasonableness of which is obvi-
ous to all—commence the work of re-
form with more hope of accomplishing 
something, than to raise the cry of 
honesty and reform in a sort of gen-
eral way. Before we vote for mem-
bers of another legislature, let us 
know what the candidates think abou t 
this matter , and what, if elected, they 
will do about it. If the people them-
selves do not under take to correct 
some of the abuses tha t have set t led 
down upon us, I apprehend they will 
have occasion to cont inue grumbl ing 
for years to come. 

Condensed Report of Proceedings of EI-
ntira Farmers Club, as found in (he 
Hnsfoandman of May 1st and 8th. 

The manufac tu re of sugar f rom 
beets and cane has been discussed by 
the Club f rom t ime to time. Le t t e r s 
received by Secre tary Armst rong f rom 
two Neb. correspondents , claimed tha t 
good results were obtained last yea r 
from a new kind called amber cane, 
and tha t fa rmers were so confident of 
success tha t they were mak ing ex-
tensive preparat ion for ra is ing this 
new var ie ty of cane with the expecta-
tion t ha t it will prove more profitable 
than raising wheat. 

Bro . Sessions "by letter gave his tes-
t imony against rais ing millet and 
corn for fodder where g rass makes a 
good crop. Th i s view was endorsed 
by the c lub and the opinion seemed 
to prevail t ha t g rass should be placed 
first in the list of food p repa red for 
stock, and corn fodder , Hungar ian 
grass and millet should be raised only 
as a subs t i tu te for a hay crop. 

In answer to an enqui rer who de-
sired to fence with ba rbed wire, Pres . 
Hoffman said he had used such for two 
years, and was favorably impressed 
with it, b u t t hough t more t ime neces-
sary to de termine positively tha t it i s 
the best and cheapest fa rm fence 
t hough t 20 feet apar t , abou t the r ight 
distance for posts. A s the Pres ' t did not 
state how many wi res he used, or the 
cost of his fence, we have no da ta to 
compare th is with o ther fences, the 
cost of which we know. 

F r o m Stale Agent Carpenter, of 
DesMoines, Iowa, we learn tha t barbed 
wire is now worth nine cts. per pound , 
and weighs 1-L pounds to the rod.' 

A barbed wire fence need not be as 
high as any other fence, as s tock have 
g rea t respec t for t he ba rbs a f t e r hav -
ing been once introduced. 

A lengthy discussion on the subject 
of manures seemed to lead to the con-
clusion tha t course manure should bo 
plowed u n d e r for i t s mechanical effect 
on heavy soils, b u t on l ight porous 
soils surfdee application insured bet -
t e r results . Concentra ted manures 
by which we mean hen manure , n igh t 
soil, and the like, are made available 
by mixing with d r y ear th , and the 
mass kept sheltered and applied in a 
dry condit ion, when p lan t ing corri, or 
to other g rowing crops. 

The deoderizing proper t i es of d r y 
earth and plaster are not unders tood 
and appreciated by farmers generally, 
or we should not find in these days of 
cheap plaster, so many offensive odors 
in the back ya rds of farmers . 

The advocates of coloring b u t t e r 
had another hearing, were p rompt ly 
replied to, and the subject left abou t 
where it was taken up. If any ad-

vance toward a conclusion was made 
it was evident ly covered by the old 
couplet . 

" A m a n convinced aga ins t his will 
Is of t h e s ame opin ion s t i l l . " 

A correspondent recommended 
Brownel l ' s beau ty as a late potato 
claiming this new var ie ty superior to 
the peachblow in quality—smooth as 
the ear ly rose, and never hollow. 

N o one could sat isfactorly answer 
a Wiscons in enqu i r e r " how to keep 
eggs from now until next winter." 

We were a lit t le surprised to find 
the Pres iden t and Secretary of the 
Club in favor of the old way of sow-
ing plas ter by h a n d rather than with 
a machine, a n d cannot in this land of 
horses see m u c h force in one of the 
object ions to machine sowing, because 
" i t t akes a horse to r u n it ." 

I t takes a man to run the business 
the old way, and is nei ther easy or 
pleasant . Pe rhaps , however,* the 
hired man is the approved machine in 
this case. 

Upon the question of harrowing 
corn, the re was some apprehension 
expressed as to its being safe treat-
ment , though the practice was ap 
proved by both the editors of the 
Husbandman . 

In th is pa r t of Michigan, harrowing 
corn fields af ter p lan t ing as the weeds 
s tar t , finds favor with all those who 
have tried it. Of course it will not 
do if the land is wet , or on sod that 
has not been well p repared for the 
crop. 

W e find in the Husbandman that 
a record kep t by Isaac Stearns, in 
Newfieid, Mass., f rom 1893 to 1856, 
of the date when apple trees were in 
full bloom, shows May 9, 1830, as the 
earliest blossoming in tha t period of 
58 years , and J u n e 3, 1850, as the la-
test. 

T. B. Tompk ins , of Elmira, N. Y. 
has con t inued the record to date, and 
f rom t h a t we find that in this period 
of 80 yea r s these r eco rds show this 
to be the only year when apple trees 
were in bloom in April . 

The ex t remes of the season appear 
in Mr . Tompkins ' table, April L'Oth, 
1878, aga ins t J u n e 9th, 1867, a range 
of s ix w e e k s in eleven years. 

The f la t te r ing prospects of this 
ear ly season have been suddenly 
chilled by the f ros ts of the morning 
of May 11th, which extended over a 
g rea t b read th of country. Cutting 
down the ear ly t ender garden vegeta-
bles, grapes , peaches, and small 
f ru i t s in many localities. The extent 
of the damage cannot at this writing 
b e est imated. 

BEFOKE the n e x t issue of the VIS-
ITOR, as will be seen by Bro. Thomp-
son's list of appointments , he will be 
in Kalamazoo. W e are informed by 
Bro. James, that his lecture there will 
be at the hall of Arcad ia Grange, at 2 
P. M. His lectures are spoken of so 
highly by all who have heard him, 
tha t we hope no one will fail to hear 
him wherever he speaks. 

THE Pa t rons of Hillsdale County 
will Hold their annual Pic-Nic on the 
fair g rounds in the ci ty of Hillsdale, 
Wednesday , J u n e 5th, a t 11 A. M. 
Bros. Childs, Luce, and Moore are ex-
pected to give addresses. A cordial 
invi tat ion is ex tended to all tillers of 
the soil, whether of the Order or not. 

Berrien Springs, t he county seat of 
Berr ien county, rejoices in the fact 
tha t not a l awyer or law office is to 
be found within i t s boundaries. 

A place for everyth ing, and every 
t h ing in its place, is the secret of good 
house-keeping. 


