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Rotation of Crops.

BY DR. G. W. UNDERWOOD, OF HILLSDALE.

The subject assigned me,—* The
Rotation of Crops, in Farming”—is
not a primary idea in agriculture, but
is rather a mnecessity devolved upon
him who would be a successful culti-
vator, and is the result of long eon-
tinued experiment and uniform human
experience.

In England, and on the continent
of Europe, it has long been understood
among that class who own the sod and
cultivate it by the “sweat of the brow”
of other men, and not by their own
personal labor, that success in hus-
bandry must depend upon giving to
the soil in some form what is annually
taken away in cultivated crops. In
this country, in the older States more
particularly, the same great funda-
mental truth, in all successful farming,
is admitted.

The census tables show that the
wheat crop of New York, in some
counties has fallen in its average so

i low as seven or eight bushels to the

acre where formerly from thirty to

| forty bushels were produced. Lands
| once deemed absolutely inexhaust-

able, have been cropped almost to
barrenness. Large sections in the
State of Virginia and Maryland, for-
merly as productive probably as any
found on this continent, by a course
of culture not guided by a correct
knowledge of the science of husband-

| vy, have become utterly unproductive

and been abandoned by the original
cultivators A succession of tobacco
crops raised by shallow plowing, with-
out artifical manuring, or a proper ro-
tation with other products, exhausted
the surface soil and compelled the
proprietors to seek fresh fields.

A subsequent, more thorough and
intelligent system, by those who be-
came at length the owners of the soil
and the laborers upon it, has shown
that it was only WITH UNREASONABLE
DEMANDS UPON HER RESOURCES, that
Mother Earth had refused to comply,
for the same lands by deep plowing
and a judicious rotation, are now
yielding a rich return for the labor
and capital invested.

It is not probable that any soil has
yet been found of such inexhaustible
fertility, that it will stand, without
artificial aid the constant draft from
year to year, of any one crop—with-
out protest and rebuke, to its unintel-
ligent and unsagacious cultivator.

It was not long since that a farmer
of Hilsdale county informed the writ-
er of this essay, (as a quasi apology
for the failure of his wheat crop,) that
he had come to the conclusion that he
must give up the raising of wheat, or
resort, to the practice of seeding with
clover and the use of plaster. The
reason for this conclusion doubtless
was that his exhausted field had given
him to understand this, in most un-
equivocal language, in its refusal to
honor his fourth annual draft on the
same field in a crop of wheat. It is
not always that the indifferent farmer
reasons so correctly as in this in-

stance, as to the cause of his failure ;
because generous Mother Earth seem-
ingly so reluctant and so unwilling to
disappoint her children, that it, is only
BY DIMINISHED PRODUCTION that she
usually acknowledges her diminished
resources, and not, as in this instance
by an absolute protest.

‘What then is the fact and the situa-
tion as it regards the farmers of Hills-
dale county?

The farms of this county have not
been cultivated, on an average, at best
twenty-five years. Can it be affirmed
with truth, that on the whole, these
farms are as productive to-day as they
were ten years ago? Far from it.—
As was stated yesterday, from
the platform, that in 1863 Hillsdale
county ranked the zenth in the State
in the production of cereals, and in
1877 is the fortieth, what other con-
clusion can we reach, than that our
farms, by negligence and unskillful
management, by thriftlessand * slip-
shod” ways are being reduced to
worthlessness, until other and more
resolute men are found to induce
more thorough cultivation? Doubt-
less the practice of the annual prod-
ucts from what so recently was the
virgin soil, without though of paying
back for that taken off, constitute the
sum total of this great agricultural sin
and blunder. The desire to secure
immediate returns induces superficial
culture, and so impoverishes that
land which should be firmly held to a
systimatic course of ever increasing
fertility. Do you ask me, how thiscan
be done. So far as the limits of the
subject assign me permits me to re-
ply, I answer a proper rotation of
crops. But it is plain to be seen, that
any system of rotation, practiced up-
on an already exhausted soil, would
fail to prove a remedy. Our farms
might be rotated to alower level than
they now occupy. Retation of crops
may delay and defer the dreaded cat-
astrophe, on a soil not already ex-
hausted, but it alone can never re-
juvenate and restore it to its pristine
fertility. Rotation of crops may be
auxilliary and should be, in the great

‘work of restoring the soil, and this is

a matter of the deepest concern to
the intelligent farmer. He well un-
derstands that while he may have
gained a knowledge of its necessity,
from experience alone, it has for its
basis the science of agricultural chem-
istry.

He may, or he may not, by actual
chemical analysis of the soil which re-
fused longer to produce wheat, have
ascertained that soil was now desti-
tute of the wheat producing qualities ;
but the soil itselt’ told him the same
story before making his experiment.
The exact place which a proper rota-
tion of crops fills in successtul agri-
culture, is the place which foresight
and prudence holds in the manage-
ment of finaneial affairs,—which nev-
er draws its check where it has no
deposits and never overdraws it where
it has. :

The intelligent and prudent finan-
cier keeps well in hand, and fully un-
derstands the nature and extent of his

cash resources ; not more so, however,
than the equally intelligent and equal-
ly prudent farmer understands the
qualities of his soil and what he can
do with it. He knows what with rain
and sun-shine and God’s blessing up-
on his labors he can produce—the
kind of crop that will succeed—and
its probable amount. His knowledge
may be purely scientific—gained by
careful and repeated analysis of his
soil, or it may have been gained by
actual acquaintance with that hard
master, but faithful instructor, experi-
ence. If his knowledge be limited to
the results of his experience on his
own farm, it is easy to see that his la-
bors may not be so successful on anoth-
er and a differently constituted soil.
Hence it is a well-known fact, which
many now before me can attest, that
in a change of location from a farm
situated in what was once heavily
timbered lands, with a dark and car-
boniferous soil, to one situated in
those lands known as the “openings,’.
with a calcareous, or an alluvial
soil, good farmers, sagacious and suc-
cesstul cultivators, have not always in
their first efforts been as successful
in either the one or the other as on
their old farms. A man of industry
and ordinary intelligence, in a course
of years on a certain farm, with a cer-
tain kind and variety of soil, comes to
know how to handle that farm as he
can handle no other not identical in
its chemical constituents. Hence no
certain and invariable formula, for the
rotation of crops on one farm can be
given that would be equally good on
another; or, if given, would be avail-
ablein a soil so variablein its chemi-
cal qualities, and so suddenly chang-
ing from one kind to quite another,
(often on the same 40-acres,) as is
tound in Mich. He may doubtless
with advantage resolve that he will
never follow one crop with another of
the same kind on the same field; but
the crop that should succeed ; the ab-
solutely best crop for the place and
the situation, only the agricultural
chemist, with his certain knowledge,
or the successful experimenter, with
his probable knowledge, can fully de-
termine.

Dr. Miles said that this question
covered the whole ground of agricul-
ture. Hesaid thatabsolute exhaustion
of the soil was very rareindeed ; that
when the soil appeared to be exhaust-
ed, a chemical analysis would show
the elements necessary to plant life
in abundanee. He would arrange
the rotation of crops so asto get a
thorough cultivation of the soil. He
thought this order as good as any,
corn, turnips, oats, wheat, then two
crops of clover in succession. He
said the expensive summer-fallow
should not be indulged in.

J. R. Muffitt asked which was the
best to raise, timothy or clover?

Dr. Miles repled that clover was
worth $24 per acre for manure, and
timothy $9. He said it was the crops
that draw most from the soil that
were best for the land, are the ones
to restore it, that is, those crops are
the'most valuable for manure. Roots




i
|
3l

2

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

take a large amount of elements in
plant growth from the soil, and are
worth $32 per acre for manure. He
urged the practice of a regular rota-
tien of crops. :

In reply to Mr. Muffitt, Dr. Miles
said that timothy did not draw the
same element from the soil as oats.

Joel B. Norris asked if there was
any loss of manure by top-dressing in
April or May, and Dr. Miles replied
that there was not. Draw manure
when most convenient and spread it
as drawn.

A. G. Baker asked, what crop should
precede wheat.

Dr. Miles replied, oats, as they left
the soil loose.

Fattening a C:\If:

A lady correspondent, writing to
the Germantown Telegraph, gives her
method for fattening veal calves with-
out feeding the cream with the
milk. The method is nothing new,
yet there may be many who never
practiced it.

My principal object is to show
farmers and others that they can raise
or even veal their calves without
giving them the new fresh milk from
the cow. The best food to fatten a
calf, without whole milk, is oil meal,
molasses and skimmed milk for the
first two weeks, after which a little
oat or barley meal may be used. A
calf may be made to weigh from one
hundred and twenty to one hundred
and forty pounds at four weeks old,
never having had any new milk after
the cow’s milk was good. The oil
meal should be scalded and allowed
to form a thick mucilage before;mix-
ed with the skimmed milk. The mo-
lasses may be added directly to the
milk, and the whole may be given
blood warm. The proper quantity
to give a young calt is a tablespoonful
of oil meal the same of molasses,
divided into three parts for one day’s
feed, added to the milk. After the
first week the amount may be increas-
ed, and at the commencement of the
third week a spoonful of oil meal and
molasses may be given at each feed;
a quart of boiling water being turned
on the meal over night, and also in
the morning, to form a mucilage, and
a spoonful of oat or barley meal may
be added, but this should be cooked.
At present prices the whole will not
cost more than a dollar for five weeks,
and an early calf of the weight men-
tioned will bring from ten to twelve
dollars.

Questions for Discussion in the Grange,

For the present we suggest the
following :

1. What crops, raised by the mem-
bers of the Grange in 1877, paid the
best, taking into comsideration the
time and labor, expended upon them ?

2, Should manure be hauled out
during the winter ! Ifso, should it be
leftin heaps or scattered broadcast?

3. Will it pay to use gypsum (land
plaster) at the present price, upon
our wheat fields?

4. What are the three most paying
crops now grown by the members of
this Grange, taking into consideration
their exhaustive nature and the con-
dition of the soil after the crop is re-
moved?

5. Will it justify a member of the
Grange to make improvements on
borrowed capital ?

«The St. Joseph County Mutual
Protection Association against Horse
Thieves” has voted to pay $1,000 tfor
the apprehension and conviction of
any person who shall steal a horse
from any member of the association
— Coldwater Reporter.

Night-caps are a relic of barbarism.

%asm:’s @epartmmt.

J. J. WOODMAN, - -

- PAW PAW

Bro. T. A. Thompson at Paw Paw.

Brother T. A. Thompson commenc-
ed his labors in this State as advertis-
ed. By giving a public lecture at the
Court House in Paw Paw at 2 o’clock
P M. of the 20 inst. and a lecture to
members of the Order, in the Grange
Hall in the evening. Both lectures
were highly interesting and instruct-
ive ; and were listened to with marked
attention. The universal verdict
seemed to Le, that every Patron and
Farmer should hear him. Patrons
give him a cordial welcome and full
houses.

The Wool Growers’ Convention at
Kalamazoo.

The following from the Kalamazoo
Gazette will be read with interest by
all the farmers of Michigan.

¢ The State Wool Growers Conven-
tien was in session at the Court House
Yesterday. They resolved to do up
their wool this season, tag locks and
all, and if home buyers refused to
pay full price for it, to combine to-
gether, and ship in large quantities
direct. One such shipment would
probably suffice to open their eyes
on that question.”

As no such proposition was intro-
duced or discussed, it is fair to infer
that this reflection on the intelligence
of the Convention, is but another at-
tempt to make ridicule of anything
attempted by the farmers of the coun-
try for the protection of their own
interests; but such back-handed hits
have ceased to hurt, and our farmers
will not be intimidated by them.

The Convention was called for the

purpose of considering questions re-'

lating to the wool growing interests
of the State; and if possible inaugurate
a system, by which wool, like other
products, should be bought and sold
upon its merits. The resolutions pas-
sed by the Convention appeared in
the last Visitor. Similar Conven-
tions should be called in every
Wool Growing County in the State’;
and the work marked out by this
Convention perfected and put into
general practice.

The Tariff Bill.

The bill now pending before Con-
gress seems to have been drawn pure-
ly in the interest of speculators and
importers, wholly ignoring the rights
of the people, and the industrial in-
terests of the great North-west. Its
authors are representatives of capital-
ists of seaboard cities, having no in-
terest or sympathy with the produc-
tive industries of the country.

Some idea of the practical opera-
tions of this measure, should it be-
come a law, can be inferred from the
following extract from the late dis-
cussion on the bill in the House :

‘“Representative Wood, of New
York, read a lelter from Withington &
Co., of Jackson, Mich., in which the
firm stated that they required no pro-
tective tariff to enable them to com-
pete with foreign manufacturers of
steel pitchforks.”

“Mr. Conger, of Michigan, arose
and announced that Withington &
Co., were prison contractors, having
their work done at thirty-two cents
per day, and asked Mr. Wood if he
sought to reduce the working men of
Amqrwa to the level of convict labor-
ers, in order to enable manufacturers

1
to compete with the pauper labor of |
Europe.”

A glance at the bill reveals the fol-
lowing facts, which should be under-
stood by every farmer: It not only
reduces the duty on foreign wool, an}i
woolen goods, but entirely removes it
on flour manufactured from wheat,
and reduces it to an insignificant sum
on all ether agricultural products,—
thus admitting flour from Canada and
other nations free ; and all other farm
products nearly so, This is * Recip-
rocity,” with the advantages all ac-
cruing to the Canadian farmer.

Under the present law, the duties
are levied on foreign wool, by placing
a specific sum upon each pound im-
ported, called a * Specific Duty,” and
in addition, a per cent upon the cost
of the wool at the *“Port of Entry,”
called an “Ad valorem Duty.”

These duties on the different grades
of wool are as follows: On clothing
wool valued at 32 cents or less per
pound, 10 cents a pound, and 11 per
cent ad valorem, equal to 12} cents a
pound. The rate fixed in the bill is
8 cents a pound, a decrease of 4} cts.
on a pound.

On clothing wool valued at 32 cts.
or over, 12c a pound, and 10 per cent
ad valorem; equal to a specific duty
of 16} cents a pound. By the bill the
duty is reduced to 10 cents a pound—
a reduction of 63 cents a pound

On washed clothing wool valued at
32 cents per pound or less, 20 cents a
pound, and 22 per cent ad valorem,
equal to a special duty of about 31 cts.
a pound. The rate fixed upon this
grade by the bill is 16 cts. per pound;
a decrease of 15 cents a pound.

On washed clothing wool valued at !
32 cents or over, 24 cents a pound,
and 20 per cent ad valorem, equal to
a specific duty of 34} cents a pound,
Twenty cents a pound is the rate
fixed in the bill,—a decrease of 141
cents a pound. 3

On second clothing wool valued at
32 cents or over, 36 cents a pound and
30 per cent ad valorem, equal to a
specific duty of 511 cents a pound.
The proposed rate is 30 cents a pound,
a decrease of 214 cts. per pound.

On combing wool valued at 32 cts.
or less, 10 cents a pound, and 11 per
cent ad valorem, equal to a specific
duty of 13} cts. per pound. The bill
reduces it to 8 cts., a decrease of 51
cents per pound. ¢

On combing wool valued at 32 cts.
or over, 12 cts. a pound, and 10 per
cent ad valorem, equal to a specific du-
ty of 15} cents a pound. The duty
fixed by the bill is 10 cents a pound,
a decrease of 5} cts. a pound.

On carpet wool valued at 12 cents
or less, the present duty is three cents
a pound, and the bill makes it 23.

Carpet wool valued over 12 cents,
the present duty is 6 cents a pound,
and the bill makes it 5 cents.

On woolen rags, shoddy, etc., the
present duty is 12 cts. a pound; in
the bill it is 10 cents.

The average reduction on all of the
grades, is 284 per cent; and on the
different grades of clothing wool,
about 104 cts. on each pound.

It is now stated that a substitute
for the bill has been proposed, which
strikes out the Specific duty, and im-
poses a straight ad valorem tax of 35
per cent on all grades.

This seems to be an ingenious d odge
on the part of the friends of the meas-
use, to silence the opposition of the
farmers by deception. Fair as the
substitute may seem at first glance,
yet a careful examination of it, will
satisfy any one that its effects will be
more injurious 10 the Wool Growers
and the Government, than the origin-
al bill. While it would not very ma-
terially change the specific rates in
the bill, on the first four grades of

pet wool, yet the duty on secend
clothing wool would be decreased 23
per cent from the bill, and 65 per cent
Jower than the rates in the present
law. The duties on shoddy, flocks
ete., which should be 7/1'()/11.‘155[/”3/Y
would be diminished 21 per cent
from the proposed rates fixed in the
bill, and 35 per cent from the present
law. B

It is also evident that a government
officer would find it quite as difficul
to ascertain the price which importers
pay for their wool in foreign countries,
as it is for supervisors to find out the
amount of money and credits op
which some persons should pay taxes;
hence the government as well as the
people would be swindled. Some idea
of the depressing influence upon the
market, for agricultural products,
which this measure will have if en-
acted into a law, can be formed from
the following statistics:

In 1857, a very similar bill in the
interest of free trade, was passed by
Congress, and during the first four
years of its operations there was ex-
ported from the United States, 47,
321,422 bushels of wheat, at an aver-
age price of $1.15 per bushel, and 20,-
478,542 bushels of corn at an average
price of 64} cents per bushel.

During the last four years—1874-5-
6 and 7 — there has been exported
under the present law, which is some-
what protective, 219,485,838 bushels
of wheat, at an average price of $1.25
per bushel, and 183,677,581 bushels of
corn at 674 cents a bushel; and this
too, during a period of the greatest
financial depression in the history of
the government.

What the country needs is -legisla-
tion to stimulate, and not depress,
the productive industries, and give
employment to both capital and labor.

Farmers can no longer be deceived
in these matters, and should not tame-
ly submit to the passage of the Tariff
Bill without putting forth every effort
to defeat it. Conventions should be
called, and resolutions of condemna-
tion to the odious measure passed.

Digest of Laws and Rules,

Vith this number closes the Iaws
and Rules of the National Grange.
The next number will contain the
By Laws of the State Grange at its
last session; to be followed with the
rulings of the Master and Executive
Committee of the State Grange.

Digest.

The foliowing are the rulings and
decisions contained in the Digest re-
cently revised and published by the
National Grange: Preserve these
numbers for future reference :

CHOAPTER VIIL
OF THE RITUAJ, AND DEGREES.

1 The Ritual adopted by the National
Grange shall be used in all Subordinate
Granges, and any desired alteration in
the same must be submitted to, and re-
ceive the sanction of, the National
Grange.—Cons., art. iv.

2 Persons not members of the Order
should not be permitted to obtain or
read the ritual.—Decis. 58.

3 The practice of selling Rituals of our
Order to any person who may apply for
the same is dangerous to our best inter-
ests, and should be prohibited.—Pro. 7th
Ses., p. 77.

4 Bubordinate or State Granges can-
not omit or change any part of the Rit-
ual.—Decis. 97.

5 Children can be admitted with
their parents to the Grange only when
80 young as to be unable to understand
what may be done or said. Upon this
point the Master must be judge.— De-
clsision 82.

.6 There are four degrees in the Subor-
dinate Grange. viz:

I)*‘irst—Laborer (Man); Maid (Wom-
an

clothing wool, or on combing and car-

Second—Culitvator (Man); Shepherd-
ess (Woman)-




Third—Harvester
(Woman).

Fourth—Husbandman (Man); Matron
(Woman).
" 7 No Grange ghall confer more than
two degrees cn the same person at the
same meeting.—Cons., art. viii, see. 7.

8 Degrees may be conferred at either |

regular or special meetings, At special
meetings called for the purpose of con-
ferring the First, Second, or Third De-
gree, it is not necessary to open in the
Fourth Degree. A Grange may close
from any degree in which it has been
sitting.—Decis. 9.

9 A Grange can sit in different De-
grees during the same meeting.—Decis.
26.

10 A Grange may ballot for a eandi-
date and confer the First Degree upon
him at the same meeting.—Decis. 24.

11 A member can not remain in the
Grange when it is open in a higher De-
gree than such a member has taken.—
Decis. 52.

12 No vote can be taken in a Subordi-
nate Grange en any question except in
the Fourth Degree.—Decis. 11

13 A Grange may confer Degrees and
transact business under Dispensation
the same as under a Charter —Decis. 5.

14 The Fifth Degree can only be con-
ferred in the State, County, or District
Grange, when sitting in that Degree.—
Decis. 95.

15 All members of the State Grange
are entitled, as a matter of right, to the

Fifth Degree.—Preamble to Cons.

16 All Fourth-degree members elected
by the Subordinate Granges, as provid-
ed in the law establishing County or
District Granges, are entitled to the
Fifth Degree.—Pro. S8th Session, p. 97.

17 There are two Degrees in the Na-
tional Grange, viz:

Sixth—Flora (Charity), to which all
the members of the National Grange
are entitled, as a matter of right;

Seventh—Ceres (Faith), to which
those membes of the National Grange
who have served one year therein may
be admitted, upon application and elec-
tion.—Preamble to Constitution.

18 Any Fourth-degree member
good standing is eligible to the higher
Degrees in the Grange within whose
jurisdiction he may reside.—Cons., art.
i, sec 2,

19 The Seventh Degree has charge of
the secret work of the Order.—Pream.
to Cons.

20 Members the Seventh Degree are
honorary members of the National
Grange, and are eligible to office there-
in, but not entitled to vote.—Preamble
to Constitution.

21 Members must be attired in the
proper regalia of the Order while the
Grange is in session. The sash is worn
from the right shoulder to the left hip,
the pouch in front.—Decision 57.

22 The wearing of the regalia is one
of the established usages of the Order,
and is obligatory upon all members ex-
cept when a member claims exemption
on account of religious convictions, he
may be excused by vote of the Grange.
—Pro. 8th Ses. pp. 91 and 142.

A Grange that refuses to provide
elf with the necessary regalia is liable
of its Charter for violating the

law and usage of the Order.—Deec. 108,

24 The signs of the degrees are never
to be given except in the Grange.—
Decision $6.

25 In the exemplification of the secret
work, the interpretation of the written
law of the Order, the decisions of the
Master must be respected and obeyed
until reversed by decision of the Master
of the State or National Grange, or by
action of the State or National Grange.
—Decision 67.

26 Officers of Granges should stand
when delivering lectures or instructions
to candidates.—Decision 116.

27 The burial ceremony is intended
only for those who desire to use it. Its
use is permissive and not mandatory on
the part of the National Grange. Those
brothers or Granges who do not wish
to use it upon funeral occasions have
no right to object to its use by those
who do.—Pro. sth Session, p. 44.

[THE END.]

_Tue grasshopper has at last found
his sphere. A Massachusetts man
Preserves him in mucilage and uses
him for bait.

“GRANDMA, why don’t you keep a
servant any longer? ” ¢ Well, you see,
my child, I am getting old now and
can’t take care of one as I used to,
you know.”

|
in |

e T

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

From Elmira Farmers’ Club Discussions.

HARRISBURG, Poinsett Co., Ark.)
April 4th, 1878. J
W. A. Armstrong, Secretary Farmers’

Club:—

‘We have a flat, level, rich country.
Much ditching is needed. Is there
any horse-power ditching machine
known to your Club ? Respectully,

J. M. STEEL.

C. B. Toupkixs As cheap and

| effective a machine for ditching as I

have ever seen made I made, some
years ago. I presented one to my
father, who had a long diteh to make,
in some places as much as four feet
deep, varying from that to two and a
half feet. After doing the work an
estimate of the cost was made, and it
was only about ten cents a rod,

The implement was nothing more
than a plow with narrow shares stout-
ly comstructed and fastened to the
beam with a forward projection to
make them enter readily the hard
earth in the ditch. The handles were
made to adjust as the ditch deepened.
A long whiffletree was used with a
horse on each side of the ditch. As
the plow passed four or five men were
required to shovel out the loose earth.
It was kept going over and over until
the proper depth was reached. If a
flat stone was in the way it had to be
dug out—it would not break the plow
but it had to be taken out because it
was an obstruction that the horses
could not loosen that was all. The
Ditcher is now made by Messrs. Rum-
sey & Almy, Trumansburg, N. Y,
who will no doubt be able to furnish
farther information.

HoweLLs, April 11, 1878,
W. A. Armstrong,Sec. Farmers, Club:

There has been some discussion by
your Club about raising corn and
millet for fodder. I will give you my
plan which may not be the best, but
it suits me better than any I have tried;
T commence drawing manure in the fall
and continue as fast as it is made, un-
til the land has a good coat. I prefer
to put it on my land as fast as it is
made. In so doing I get the liquid
with the solid. I plow the land in
May six inches deep, turn the furrow
over, but not flat; when plowed I
hitch three horses to a double harrow,
and with the driver’s weight on it,har-
row the ground the way it is plowed
then cross it, then harrow it the
same way as at first. On the first of
June I harrow it twice, once each way,
clean it of roots, stones or other ob-
structions, run slight furrows agcross
the field two feet apart, from
north to south if practicable, then
scatter in the furrow common corn at
the rate of three bushels per acre,
harrow it in the same way it is furow-
ed, and roll with an iron roller. I

| have no trouble with weeds as the
i corn comes up quick and gets the

start of them. The 1st of September
it is fit to use. I commence cutting
and hauling it to the barn and feed
my cows once a day,if my grsss is
good ; if poor then 1 feed twice a day.
I cut it all before frost and do not
stand it in large stouts. Tie a band
around the tops of the stout. I feed
it until winter, if I have any then,
which I often do, I bind it in sheaves
and draw it to the barn. I prepare
the ground for millet the same as for
corn, except furrowing. Sow halfa
bushel of seed per acre; and cover it
with Thomas’ Smoothing Harrow.
‘When the seed is ripe I cut and cure
as hay. Feed once a day to my milch
cows with hay. G. W. CorwIN.

The Club approves the thorough-
ness of preparation with which Mr.
Corwin gives the ground. If he will
report observations of the feeding
value of millet raised by his method,
the work will be accepted with pleas-
ure. :

as Arranged by T. A. Thompson.

May 1, Sherwood, Branch Co., Mich.
“ 2, Bronson, 8 4 N

* 3, Allen, Hillsdale Co., «
“ 4, Coldwater, Branch Co., <
““ 6, Jonesville, Hillsdale Co., o
7, Church’s Corners, Hillsdale Co., Mich.
9, Tecumseh, Lenawee Co., Mich.
10, Ypsilanti, Washtenaw Co., Mich.
11, Belleville, Wayne Co., Mich.
13, Wyandotte, G o
14, Redtord, Wayne County, Mich.
15, Scio, i “ L8
16, Unadilla, Ingham Co., Mich.
17, Waterloo, Jackson Co., Mich.
18, Norvill, 4K < a8
20, Springport, « o«
21, Homer, Calhoun « A
22, Battle Creek, Calhoun Co., Mich.
23, Bedford, ( 45: e
24, Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Co., Mich,
25, South Haven, Van Buren Co., Mich.
27, Plainwell, Allegan Co., Mich.
28, Berrien Centre, Berrien Co., Mich.
29, To be arranged by Thomas Mars, in
Berrien County.
30, « “ P “ “

T. A. THOMPSON.

How The Farmers Are Bwindled.

Never sign a note, the payment of
which depends upon the performance,
by the payee, of some contract, even
though the payee gives you such a
contract.

Mr. Slickun comes around the
neighborhood. He is a very genteel,
fine-looking, man; of good address;
never swears, don’t smoke—unless
you smoke, when he will treat you to
the best of Havanas. If you are a
temperance man, he is a temperance
man also. He has found out all your
characteristics and opinions, “and
knows just where to attack you. He
has a nice thing for you He wants
you to buy the right to sell his patent
back-action, reversable, non-combusti-
ble, and non-explosive, something or
other. You need not pay a cent down.
You may give your note for a year,
and he will send on the machines.
He gives you a contract, stating that
if the machines do not come, or you
do not succeed in selling a certain
number, your note becomes void.

You sizn the note, and he gives
you the contract.

Your machines don’t come, but you
feel safe, for you have the contract.
You think you will loose nothing.

By-and-by you get a letter some-
what as follows :

DErrorr, June 15, 1877.
Mr. Takenin,

Dear Sir:—I hold a note against
you, given to Slickun & Co., for one
hundred dollars, which was due April
1, 1877. Please call and settle.

Yours truly, JouN JONEs.

You call, armed with your contract,
and show it to John Jones.

“ Hem” says Jones, “Contract! I
haven’t got anything to do with the
contract. Here's your unconditional
note, sir! Iam a bona fide holder,
and want my money.”

And you have to pay it.—[Law for
the People.

The Way a Thing is Done is What Counts.

An old negro who was asked if in
his experience prayer was ever an-
swered, replied: “ Well, sah, some
pra'rs is ansud an’ some ins't—’pends
on wat you axes fo’. Jest arter de
wah, w’en it was mighty hard scratch-
ing fo’ de cullud breddern, I ’asarved
w’en ebber I pway de L’od to sen’ one
o’ Massa Peyton’s fat turkies fo’ de
ole man, der was no notice took of
de partition ; but w’en I pway dat he
sen’ de ole man fo’ de turkey, de mat-
ter was 'tended to befo’ sun up nex’
mornin’ dead sartin !”

Never condemn until both sides of
a story have been heard.

Do not for the sake of appearing
genteel, spoil a silver spoon when
eating pie.

Willard C. Flagg.

We commend to our readers the
following graceful tribute of respect
which we find in the Husbandman of
April17th. In our County many will
remember Mr. Flagg as the gentleman
who read a very able paper at the
first Mass Meeting of Patrons held in
Kalamazoo in the autumn of 1873.

To Bro. Armstrong’s recognition
of the services of one so faithful for
a life time to the best interests of his
County and his fellow men, no word
of ours need be added :

“DEATH OF AN EMINENT AGRICULTURIST.

“ We doubt not that many of our
readers have already seen the an-
nouncement of the death of the Hon.
Wlllg.!d C. Flagg, a man long promi-
nent in agricultural circles and one of
the most distinguished citizens of the
State of Illinois. A brief biographical
mentions him as the son of a farmer
of Madison county Illinois, where he
spent his boyhood working upon the
farm and attending the local schools
of the neighborhood. Ambitious of
acquiring a thorough education, we
next hear of him at the classical high
school of St. Louis, from which he
went to Yale college, where he grad-
uated with high honors in 1854, Re-
turning to his father’s house, he im-
mediately assumed management of a
portion of the estate, and to the time
of his death pursued the round of an
enthusiastic, devoted, and successful
experimenter in agriculture and hor-
ticulture. His labors were not con-
fined to the farm alone, but with voice
and pen he was constantly endeavor-
ing to raise the standard of agricul-
ture in this country.

For many years Mr. Flagg was the
horticultural editor of the Prairie
Farmer, and conducted that depart-
ment with signal ability. For nearly
a similar period of time he has held
the position of Secretary of the Illi-
nois State Horticultural Society. At
the inauguration of the Illinois In-
dustrial University, he was elected
Corresponding Secretary, which office
he filled up to the time of his death.
He was also trustee of the same in-
stitution at different times, and has al-
ways taken a deep and absorbing in-
terest in its welfare. He was no less
devoted to genuine reform in munici-
pal, state and national politics, and
was always found working for the
best interests of the whole people. In
him the National Agricultural Con-
gress loses its hard-working, enthu-
siastic and unselfish President, and
various literary and scientific associa-
tions are now called to mourn the loss
of one who can not be replaced. In
the hurried issues of the press, we
who conduct it, are in the habit when
a public man dies, of dashing off a
few words of kindly eulogy, yet we
would fain linger longer over such a
life as this, which no mere handful of
words of ours can fitly commemorate.
Willard C. Flagg will long be remem-
bered by all who knew him as one who
never deviated from the strict path of
moral rectitude. He was an honest
man, one who loved truth and justice
for their own sake. Throughout his
busy and anxious life he never swerv-
ed trom the line of duty, and in all
his public acts as well asin his private
walks his character was without the
slightest stain.”

-“A MAN who'd maliciously set fire
to a barn,” said old Elder Poyson,
“and burn up a stable full of horses
and cows, ought to be kicked to death
by a jackass and I would like to be
the one to do it.”
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rerrefarji's -Department.

J. T. COBB, SCHOOLCKAFT.

Officers and members of Subordinate Granges
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Nximber of their Grange.

BLANKS.

Blanks that are sent free from this office on

application are:

Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-
ordinate Granges.

Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-
mona Granges.

Blank application for Pomona

organizing

Blank applications for Membership in Pomona
Granges.

Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer.

Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges.

Blank Certificates ofElection to County
Convention.

Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to
the State Grange.

Blanks for Consolidation of Granges.

Blank Applications for Certificate of Dimit.

Blank Plaster Orders.

Blank Certificates of Incorporation.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We must decline " Hesolutions of
Respect” from Montcalm Co.

We are perhaps unfortunate in not
knowing the good people whose vir-
tues are so highly extolled by the
Committee ; but we think the matter
is overdone and calls for too much
space, as it can interest but a few of
our people.

Too many of our Correspondents
forget that printers object to "copy"
written 011 both sides of the paper.
Write on but one side if you hope to
be on good terms with the printer.

Contributions.

It costs but one cent for a postal
card on which to write out the result
of some experiment, or give some in-
formation or suggestion on farm mat-
ters, which may be of great value to
the readers of the VISITOR; besides,
the habit of communicating what you
have reason to believe will be useful
to your fellow farmers will do you
good.

Of course we want longer communi-
cations than can be given on a postal
card, but short ones are always ac-
ceptable. If you have apprehensions
about your style of composition and
shun this work, lest your way of tell-
ing what you. know may not be all
right, do not let that deter you, for
where we think we can materially
improve the composition we do not
hesitate to attempt it.

Of course many articles go to press
as received from the writer, and 1
may add that many of them present
subjects for discussion in the Grange
well worthy the attention of every
member of the Order. The Ladies'
department since the enlargement of
the VISITOR, we have become quite
proud of. Of contributions the supply
is good, and, in quality highly cred-
itable to the sisters who have gener-
ously come forward to aid in the great
work of the Grange. 1tis very
gratify;,g to find so many Patrons
willing to contribute to our columns,
for of our class little has hitherto been
expected in this direction, and we
see in every effort of this kind the
advancement of the farmer, and we
ieel that such advancemenut-.be it
little or much—is a permanent one

Lvery careful reader has observed
that many articles both from Brothers
and Sisters show culture and a clear
understanding of the subjects discuss-

ed. Notably among these arti-
cles is one by Geo. Pray in the last
VISITOR, under the head of "Why

THE GBANItIE VISITOR.

Not?" The enquiry "why should
not farmers be represented by farm-
er ?" in an Agricultural State, is a
pertinent one. To me i tseems not
only a proper question to raise, but
an opportune time to press itupon
the attention of the farmers of the
country, whether they are Grangers
or not.

It cannot be denied that the Agri-
cultural interests of the country are
quite as important as any other; nor
can it be denied that in the affairs of
government that great interest has
always occupied a"subordinate po-
sition. In the law making bodies the
representatives of this interest have
been few in numbers, and overshad-
owed by the representatives of other
classes. The question of ability of
farmers to represent farmers conced-
ed, there is no question as to what
course duty and interest alike demand
that we should pursue. Our rights
will be respected whenever we de-
mand they shall be—not before.

How it rains. As we write, this is
the sixth day of continued rain, and
110 weather prospects except of still
more rain.  But the falling rain is not
all we hear, for the grumbling farmer,
forgetful of growing grain and grass,
and the promise of abundant crops,
almost ensured by these continued
genial, fructifying April showers, is
thinking only of cornfields drowned
and work delayed—of the June grass
growing so nicely in his plowed field
—of the harrowing and cultivating he
has lately done—labor lost, on land
now flooded.

Well, what are you going to do
about it? Why let it rain, and enjoy
the prospect of more grass and more
grain. And, when fully rested, with
the hired man, clean out the cellar and
make the house more healthy; put up
some shelves and hooks where needed;
go to the barn and put everything in
order. Do jobs that have been post-
posed, like repentance, until some con-
venient season, and anticipate some
work that surely must be done some
time in the future. You might, per-
haps, profitably devote a little time to
the preparation of an essay to be read
to your Grange, or, better still, be
putting in shape for the publisher of
the VISITOR, your views upon some
subject—your hobby—whatever that
may be. Do not for a moment sup-
pose that rainy days are necessarily
lost time.

The farmer who has nothing to do
on rainy days but to go to town,

to the crops? Of course the growing
wheat, stimulated by these copious
warm showers, has secured an im-
portant advantage, and by its rapid
growth, and advanced condition for
the season of the year, seems likely to
get the better of its industrious enemy.
Let us hear irom Prof. Cook more
about this matter.

OF the subjects considered by the
Elmira Farmers' Club, at its meeting,
April 24th, we find that of coloring
butter for market received more atten-
tion than is usual for any one subject
by that body of farmers, who have
became so famous. The subject was
ingeniously handled by the advocates
of "color,"” but we think they did not
make out a case.

How to apply hen manure with the
best results had been considered at a
former meeting, and was again called
up by a letter from a correspondent—
the conclusions reached seemed to be
that it should be well mixed with dry
earth, before using, rather than ashes,
and the ashes taken on the meadows.

White lead was recommended as an
application for galls on horses, while
nearly all made the point that the
ounce of prevention, by attention to
the fitting of the collar, and then keep-
ing it, and the shoulder clean, would
make it quite unnecessary to know how
to pad and doctor galled shoulders.
To toughen the shoulder when healed
a strong decoction of white oak bark
was recommended.

For patches of Canada thistles, Snap
Dragon and Quack grass, President
Hoffman recommended strong brine,
plentifully applied. My own ex-
perience with salt on Canada thistles
has been satisfactory. Those who
have experimented, Ithink, favor the
use of salt in a dissolved condition,—
say it ismore effective. Where
quack grass has taken possession it
was advised to make no attempt to ex-
tirpate it, but turn the land over to
pasture and meadow.

From our friend Alonzo Sessions, is
a letter, concluding with these in-
quiries, which certainly interest Mich-
igan farmers:

1st. Can a farmer afford to buy com-
mercial manures who does not make
fannr)USe of A manure made 011 his

lid. Would it not be wise to give the
matter of the preparation, care, hand-
ling and application of the manure made
on the farm more thought, more discus-
sion, and more careful, reliable experi-
ments m order to determine, if possible
the best methods to produce the desired

talk horse, politics, andfinance,a n desults.

spend a little money, (that really be-
longs to a creditor,) is the farmer most
likely to have a mortgage on his farm,
the interest on which, whether due or
paid, often amounts to as much as the
principal.

To know how to improve the rainy
days is an important element of suc-
cess to the farmer, though it does not
follow that every larmer shall devote
all his time, good weather and bad, to
manual labor. On the contrary, he
who best knows how to turn to 0-god
account all kinds of weather, will have
the most time to spare for use in any
way that interest or inclination maJy
direct. Let it rain

FARMERS will read with interest the
brief letter from Prof. Cook, written
betore the rainy week, which has cer-
tainly put in astay of proceedings to
the mischievous work of the little
lemale depositors, described by the
professor. We shall expect from him,
or our next VISITOR, some farther in-
lormation on this point

o~ female Qu withhold her
depositof eggs during this weather,
cornmf orable t Oher business to

commence agam without loss (except
in time) of ., ability to work injury

3d. Would it not be wise to devote
some portion of the farms attached to
agricultural co leges to experiments in
the use of all kinds of manures, by all
practicable methods, until the truth is
so well established that there will be no
excuse for doubt or conjecture, and we
can know that there is some degree of
certainty as to the result ?

The questions are answered in part
by President Hoffman, by a recital of
what he saw on the Cornell Farm —
i hirty-three plats of ground had been
planted in corn for three years, each
plat receiving a different fertilizer each
year; the object being to test the
relative value of each. This is to be
continued some years longer. So far
stable manure seems to make the best

Twelve quart pails were recom-
mended as the best sized vessel for
dairymen's use.

"The advantages are, 1st, there is

U: ane ma CXaSed
i_hclli'tl npogr‘c)igrqn:l:g rce%rr]ns' q_“f{“%
1ahar i ﬁand)(ing.'p " e

The pails should be set on the floor
of the cellar as likely to find the best
temperature.

Seed potatoes —cut or uncut, and
how many eyes in ahill, closed the
discussion for the evening. The pre

0 N %
less
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vailing opinion seemed to reach this
conclusion, that more than four eyes
or less than three was too much or too
the club

little. The President of
however, insisted that with one whok
potato in ahill, he had been most

successful for 25 years.

Kalamazoo Young Ladies' Cooking Cliilj.

During the winter ayoung ladies
amateur cooking club was organized
in Kalamazoo, and has been in suc-
cessful operation ever since, the last
meeting, having been held last week
at Mrs. Silas Hubbard's. The club has
10 members, mostly young unmarried
ladies. Meetings are held once in two
weeks, at which a supper is prepared
each member furnishing some article
of food of her own cooking, and in this
way a very nice bill of fare is the re-
sult. The President assigns the work
to each, and all cheerfully obey for
instance the young lady who furnished
cake for the first supper is delegated
to make bread for the next, and so
through the whole catalogue of edi-
bles, she makes her way; in course

of time, obtaining a knowledge of
cooking in all its branches. Those
who have partaken of their suppert

bear witness to the excellence of the
work performed, and the graceful and
elegant manner in which the viands
are served.

A SHEEP-SHEARING FESTIVAL and
Basket Pic Nic, under the auspices of
the Kalamazoo Agricultural Society,
will be held at the National Park,
Kalamazoo, May 23d, opening at 10
o'clock A. M. The programme reads:

1st. Free entrance for everybodv at
the gates.

2d. Competition free in all depart-
ments.

3d. ZSocharge foranything anywhere.

Fillowed by a premium list and an
invitation "to the ladies of the county
to attend the Festival and participate
ia the arrangement, and ultimately
dispose of an elegant Free Lunch."

We are not advised as to who is to

furnish  the " Free Lunch,"” but pre-
sume some of our Sister Grangers
may have an invitation  that will in-

terest them more than the one that
appears in the notice of the Secretary
of the K. C. A. S.

WE notice some of our Grange and
Agricultural papers have afree ad-
vertising column, where brief notices
of not more than three or four lines,
of wants and articles for sale have an
insertion without charge. To Patrons
who wish to avail themselves of this
opportunity to bring to the notice of
their friends their productions or their
"wants," we offer space in the Visrroi:
for " The Good of the Order."”

SINCE the appeal of the special com-
mittee for more diligent work on the
part of the friends of the VISITOR, we
have received 200 subscribers, which
proves two things: that work will tell.
and that enough work has not been
done.

Patrons, what are

ou going- to do
about it? you going
Granges delinquent in reports from
Secretaries for two or more quarters:
Nos. G8,121, 138, 141,160,234,245,
250, 288, 37(3, 446, 534, 537, 539, 57!),
605. ' '
This list does not include those dor-
mant Granges that have not reported
for a year or more, of which there are
quite a number, who seem practically
dead, though they have not formally
surrendered their charter.

Southern politics leaning to agricul-
ture. The New Orleans Times ad-
vises the people of Louisiana to raise
less hell and more sugar.



