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free to the Master of each Subordinate 
W e shall also send a copy 

free to all Secretaries who send us ten 
or more names of subscribers for one 
vear, with pay for the same. 

PATRONS, READ THIS AND CONSIDER. 

On Yon Depends tlic L i f e or D e a t h of 111e " V i s i t o r " 
Semi-Monthly — Report of Special Committee. 

HILLSDALE, MICH., March, 1878. 
To the Patrons of the State: 

T h e undersigned, a Sub-Commit tee appointed by the Execu t ive 
Commit tee of the Michigan State Grange, March 13th, 1S78, to investi-
gate the financial condition of the GRANGE VISITOR aud its prospects, 
and to make report th rough the said VISITOR, would present the fol-
lowing s t a t e m e n t : 

T h e Order, from every pa r t of the State, petitioned t he State Grange 
to enlarge and issue more f requent ly th i s paper. These peti t ions were 
very general ly discussed in tha t body, and a firm conviction expressed 
on t he par t of the representatives, t ha t the subscript ion list would be 
made all sufficient to pay the increased expense of an en la rgement in 
size and more f requent issue. 

T h e whole matter was, af ter much consideration, referred to the 
Execu t ive Committee, wi th instruct ions to increase the issue and en-
large the size, provided it could be done wi thou t expense to t he State 
Grange Treasury. F i n d i n g the VISITOR again on their hands , the 
Commit tee designated Brothers Childs, Mars, Woodman , and Cobb as 
a Sub-Committee, who should, afier m a k i n g dil igent enqui ry as to 
t he practicabili ty of comply ing wi th the expressed wishes of t he rep-
resentatives of the Order, de termine t he question. Th i s Sub-Com-
mit tee decided tha t t he expe r imen t should be made, and if, after a 
trial of three months , success was no t assured, the project should be 
abandoned, and its m o n t h l y issue resumed. 

I n accordance w i th this determinat ion the paper has been pub-
lished regularly the t ime designated. I t has been cordially endorsed 
by all who take it, so far as we have heard, and not a word of dissatis-
faction has reached a n y member of the Commit tee . W e relied on, 
and hoped the officers of the Subordinate Granges in the S ta te would 
m a k e this a personal duty , and see t h a t a copy was p u t into every 
Pat rons ' family wi th in their jur isdict ion. In th i s we have been dis-
appointed. Our subscription book shows a port ion of t he Granges 
alive to the work, g iv ing a subscriber for every fami ly in the Grange . 
Others, wi th a membersh ip of from 75 to 100, take bu t a half dozen 
copies; and m a n y others wi thout a copy, except the one sent free to 
be kept in the Grange. 

Patrons, we dislike to m a k e this s ta tement , but t r u th and t he 
Good of the Order demands it. You admi t the value of the paper to the 
Order as a channe l of communicat ion one wi th the other. I t s co lumns 
of intell igence on fa rm topics and domestic surroundings , should be of 
interest to you. 

W e shall in fu ture be able to present to you Scientific Correspon-
dence relat ing to Agricul ture, Hort icul ture , Flor icul ture and Pomology, 
f rom the Professors of the State Agricul tural College, which will be 
of real value to every practical farmer . 

Our Order has been honored by the a p p o i n t m e n t of W o r t h y Mas-
ter W o o d m a n to represent not only t he Sta te of Michigan, bu t the Ag-
ricultural interests of the Uni ted States in t he Great In te rna t iona l 
Exposi t ion of F rance . H e will be in Par is for several months , and 
probably will no t lose so favorable an oppor tuni ty of seeing someth ing 
of the European countries dur ing h is absence. H i s interest in the 
Order of Pa t rons of Husbandry—in his Brothers and Sisters of Michi-
gan , whose guardian he still is, and in the VISITOR itself, will insure 
f rom h im regular contr ibut ions to its pages, and these alone, we ven ture 
to say, will be wor th more t h a n the subscription price of t he volume. 

Masters and Secretaries of Michigan, wil l you take hold of this 
work a t once, and give us, by renewals and new subscribers, t he 1,000 
more tha t we must have to cont inue t he VISITOR a semi-month ly . 

F . M. HOLLOWAY, WESTBROOK DIVINE, 
J . WEBSTER CHILDS, WM. SATTERLEE, 

Committee. 

To the Patrons of Husbandry and Co-
operative Associations. 

T h e E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee of the 
Mich igan Sta te G r a n g e h e r e b y an-
n o u n c e to t he P a t r o n s of Mich igan 
a n d Co-opera t ive Associat ions in the 
S t a t e , t h a t t hey have opened an 
A g e n c y in t he city of Det ro i t , fo r t h e 
p u r c h a s e of goods and sale of p r o -
d u c t s fo r Subord ina te , C o u n t y and 
D i s t r i c t Granges , Councils, and Co-
o p e r a t i v e Associat ions, who m a y de-
sire t o avail t hemse lves of th i s chan-
nel of p u r c h a s i n g the i r suppl ies , or 
of se l l ing the i r p roduc t s . W e have 
t a k e n this s t ep in response to t he 
officially expressed desire of a large 
major i ty of the G r a n g e s of t he S ta te . 
I t is very na tu ra l for us, t o conclude, 
t h a t y o u have only asked fo r tha t 
which you bel ieve will be of pract ica l 
benef i t t o t he O r d e r a t large. T o 
m a k e i t so,collectively aud individual ly 
will call for p r o m p t and efficient co-
opera t ion . W e have appo in ted J a m e s 
M. Chidester , Esq . , as agent , a gen t l e -
man of more t h a n t w e n t y yea r s ex-
per ience in t r ade , a n d tho rough ly con-
ve r san t wi th D e t r o i t marke t s . W e 
bel ieve he will fill the position credi t -
ab ly to himself and to the sat isfact ion 
of the Order . 

I t is well unde r s tood by the E x e c u -
t ive Commit tee , and i t shou ld be by 
y o u , t h a t t h e agencies fo r t he G r a n g e 
in Michigan f rom th i s t ime f o r w a r d 
a r e t o be self -support ing. 

T h e S t a t e T r e a s u r y canuot accumu-
la te f rom reduced fees, a n d p resen t 
dues , m o r e t han t o mee t he r r e g u l a r 
a n n u a l expenses . W e have there fore 
p laced this a g e n c y on the same basis, 
as Ohio, I l l inois , a n d several o ther 
Sta tes . 

Our plan of o p e r a t i n g is as fol lows: 
1st. L e t each Grange or Council se-

lect a respons ib le m e m b e r to ac t as 
agen t fo r them, by endors ing t he or 
de rs t hey shall make for goods, on the 
back of the same. 

2d. L e t t h e o rde r be m a d e , signed 
b y Mas te r and Secre ta ry , unde r seal of 
Grange or Counc i l—and endorsed by 
the agent ,when so done, forward to t h e 
a g e n t a t Det ro i t , wi th such i n s t r u c -
t ions as y o u desire, also how y o u wil l 
h a v e the goods sh ipped . Co-operative 
Associa t ions if they desire to t ry t he 
agen t in m a k i n g their pu rchases will 
cor respond direct ly with him for ar-
r a n g e m e n t s . 

3d. T h e a g e n t on receiving your 
order au then t i ca ted by your Grange 
seal, a n d endor sed b y y o u r home 
agen t , wil l a t once fill y o u r bill a t 
wholesale rates , f r o m the bes t house in 
Detroi t . H e will ship the goods as 
ordered, to your agen t , with a dupl ica te 
bill, as m a d e u p by the house or houses 
f r o m w h o m puschased, a d d i n g the re to 
t w o p e r cent, fo r purchasing. 

4 th . Y o u r agen t on receipt of bill 
and goods will receive t he pay fo r t he 
same before del ivered, and fo rward by 
d ra f t , money order , or r eg i s t e red le t -
t e r to the agen t a t Det ro i t , wh ich will 
be acknowledged by h im with postal 
card. 

5th. I n selliDg t he products , of t he 
f a rm, t he Execu t ive Commi t tee cannot 
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hold out inducements in the beginning 
for any t h i n g bu t car lots, made of one 
sample, any t h i n g fu r the r would in-
volve a s tore house and salesroom; 
should t he t r ade war ran t , this will be 
added . 

I n conclusion may we no t ask you 
to carry out t he cardinal pr inciples of 
co-operat ion so far as to t r y th i s 
agency once. If i t proves sat isfactory 
your commit tee will be gra t i f ied; if a 
fai lure , we ask to be informed wherein, 
and we will t r y and r e m e d y any errors. 
B u t we hope you will bea r in mind, 
t he fact , t ha t goods are la rge ly sold 
on small marg ins now, you canno t ex-
pect to save the pe rcen tage in co-oper-
aiion you did four 3'ears ago, but we 
have no d o u b t bu t the saving will be 
sat isfactory. 

F o r and in behalf of the Ex . Com., 
F . M. HOI.J.OWAY, Clin. 

c's department. 

J . J . WOODMAN, - - - P A W P A W 

Constitutional Amendment. 

M A S T E R ' S O F F I C E . T 
March 20th, 1878. / 

T h e Proc lamat ion of the Mas te r of 
the Na t iona l Grange, dec la r ing t he 
Amendment , r educ ing t he In i t i a to ry 
fees of member sh ip to $3 for men, and 
SI for women , ra t i f ied , has been r e -
ceived. and the resolut ion of the S ta te 
Grange, i n c o r p o r a t i n g the same in to 
t he By-Laws of t he S ta te Grange, 
t akes effect . 

J . J . WOODMA.V, Waster. 
M . S. G. P . of H . 

(»range Lectures. 

B r o t h e r T. A. T h o m p s o n , ox-Lec-
t u r e r of t he Nat ional Grange , in fo rms 
m e tha t he will commence h i s l abo r s 
in this S ta te , on t h e 20th of Apri l 
n e x t , giving his first pub l i c l e c t u r e in 
P a w Paw. H e will speak a t P o r t e r 
on t he 2 2 d . L a w r e n c e t he 23d, D e c a t u r 
the 24th, Kee le r the 25th , and will go 
in to Berr ien Coun ty on t he 26th. H e 
desi res to so a r r ange his appo in tmen t s 
as to speak every day in t he week, 
(Sundays excepted) . G r a n g e s n o t lo-
ca ted 011 ra i l roads will be expec t ed to 
f u rn i sh him conveyance f r o m and to 
the ears F u r t h e r not ice ol h is ap-
po in tments will be given in t he next 
VISITOR. 

ladies — Tlie Visitor — Education—Higli 
Schools in Grange Halls. 

I am highly grat i f ied wi th t he in-
c r ea s ing in te res t which t h e ladies are 
t a k i n g in t h e i r d e p a r t m e n t of t he 
VISITOR. I t n o longer goes begg ing 
fo r cont r ibu t ions . Our s i s te r s a re 
wak ing u p to their d u t y and pr iv i lege , 
I would l ike t o r e f e r in detail to every 
a r t i c le which has appea red in t h a t de-
p a r t m e n t , s ince t h e 1st of J a n u a r y , 
for they all conta in good, p rac t i ca l 
ideas, and encourag ing words , b u t 
space will n o t permi t . " A u n t K a t e " 
d id a lit t le good natured scolding, as 
she (being an old lady,) had a r i gh t to ; 
and I believe i t d id good. I have no t 
t h e pleasure of a personal acqua in t -
ance wi th " A u n t K a t e , " bu t I will 
ven ture to guess , t h a t she is t he 
m o t h e r of a t least hal t a score of as 
fine sons and d a u g h t e r s as ever en-
t e r ed the " hymeii ia l band " f rom one 
househo ld , a n d tha t a score and a 
half of b r igh t -eyed , rosy-cheeked 
boys and g i r l s call he r " G r a n d ' m a . " 
S h e l ived when f a r m e r s ' wives did 
t h e house -work , s p u n and wove, cu t 
a n d made , a n d k n i t t h e g a r m e n t s fo r 
t he whole household , a n d then found 
t i m e to f eed the chicks a n d pigs , milk 
the cows, a n d assist the men in rak-
ing hay a n d d i g g i n g po ta toes . S h e 
knows a n d feels wha t she is talking 
about , ; and I hope she will aga in r u b 

u p h e r " s p e c k s , " and tell us how she 
managed to t ra in and e d u c a ' e all 
those ch i ld ren . 

" M y r a on H o u s e w o r k , " t a lks sen-
sibly, and " F r i e n d of the B o y s , " has 
t o u c h e d a cord t h a t will v ib ra t e 
t h r o u g h every pa ren t ' s hear t . 

The ar t ic le on " Prac t i ca l E d u c a -
tion," by A. B. W . , and " O u r Com-
mon Schools," by A . S. K., a re worth 
t he pr ice of the VISITOR for a whole 
yea r . P a r e n t s and teachers r e a d those 
art icles a g a i n ; fo r t h e y contain p r a c -
tical ideas u p o n one of t h e most im 
p o r t a n t ques t ions which d e m a n d s the 
c a r e f u l considera t ion of e v e r y mem-
ber of our O r d e r , a n d of the com-
m u n i t y . T h e educa t i on of the chil-
dren which God in h is goodness has 
e n t r u s t e d to our care . 

A r e our common schools wha t t h e y 
shou ld b e ? if not , w h e r e lies t h e 
faul t ? Are our chi ldren rece iv ing 
such ins t ruc t ion in our common and 
g r a d e d schools as will bes t lit t h e m for 
all t he du t ies of life ? it' not , who is 
to b l ame ? W e a r e t he pa ren t s , t he 
people , the vo te r s , the t ax payers , t he 
sovereigns, and upon us r es t s t he re-
sponsibi l i ty . 

I t was n o t my in ten t ion to wr i t e an 
essay, b u t to call the a t t en t ion of our 
m e m b e r s to this ques t ion of " Educa-
t ion," a n d "County H i g h Schools ." I 
have v is i ted m a n y p o r t i o n s of our 
beau t i fu l and h igh ly f avored S t a t e 
d u r i n g t he las t t h r e e years , have at-
t e n d e d many G r a n g e meet ings, and 
ded ica ted m a n y Grange Hal ls . I have 
no t m a d e a prac t i ce of w r i t i n g u p my 
t ravels , or descr ib ing t he in te res t ing 
meet ings I have a t t e n d e d ; a n d cor-
dial welcomes, and f r a t e r n a l g r e e t i n g s 
wi th which I have been universa l ly re-
ceived ; bu t in connect ion w i th th i s 
s u b j e c t , 1 may be p a r d o n e d fo r refer-
r i ng briefly t o t w o hall dedicat ions 
which 1 h a d the p l ea su re of conduc t -
ing. T h e first, a t South Bos ton , in 
Ionia Coun ty , a l i t t le m o r e t han one 
yea r ago. T h i s hall is s i tua ted in the 
couu t ry , a b o u t seven miles f r o m t he 
Vil lage of Lowell . I t cost a b o u t 
$3,000, and is suppl ied wi th ample 
s tab le accommodat ions . I was in-
formed a t t he dedicat ion t h a t i t was 
i n t e n d e d to form a h i g h school in this 
hall . L e a r n i n g t h a t such a school 
was in ope ra t i on , I wro te B r o . A. S. 
S t anna rd , Mas te r of t h e Grange , fo r 
i n fo rma t ion u p o n t he success of the 
school. l i e wr i t e s me a very in te res t -
ing l e t t e r u p o n th i s sub jec t . Space 
a lone p r e v e n t s i t s en t i r e pub l i ca t ion . 
A few ex t r ac t s m u s t suffice : 

" T h e school in our Grange Hal l , now 
near t he close of its third term, is the 
result of a wan t of h igher educational 
advantages a t home, a t the t ime when 
our larger boys can best be soared f rom 
the labors of the farm ; and we t h i n k it 
a success in supply ing the want . 

" Y o u ask, 'Does it p a y ? ' 1 answer, 
l e s . T h e parents find i t all they ex-
pected, and have the society of their 
children a t home. The scholars appre-
ciate it, and have advanced commend-
a b l y . " 

Bro . S t a n n a r d closed his l e t te r as 
follows : 

" I t seems to m e that i t is a decided 
benefit to a communi ty to have superior 
educational advantages at home. Many 
will avail themselves of t he advantages 
of such schools, t ha t could not go to the 
village or city h igh school, several miles 
away. T h e success of these schools will 
depend upon the interest taken in them 
by the parents . If supported upon the 
true principle of co-operation they can-
not fail of success; and will tend to de-
velop and cultivate a more refined and 
elevated home influence, and make the 
country less dependant upon the cities 
and villages. Al l these circumstances 
are in ha rmony wi th the objects and 
purposes of our Order. 

" Th i s using Grange Hal ls for school 
purposes, is qui te as proper as u s i n " 
school-houses lor Grange purposes, un-
til more convenient structures can be 
provided. W e designed our hall to 
meet the several wants of t he commi -
ni ty , as well as the wants of t he Grange 
We are using it for religious meetings 

lectures, temperance club meetings, 
social ga ther ings and a school. It, is 
also a favorite place for general Grange 
and farmers ' gatherings. W e desire to 
make it a place where all can meet wi th-
out division or restraint, for social, 
moral and intellectual culture, and we 
th ink we are meet ing wi th a fair degree 
of success in that direct ion." 

T h e o ther hall ded ica t ion to which 
I re fer , was t h a t of Alp ine G r a n g e , in 
Kent County . I t is s i tua ted in A l p i n e 
township , a b o u t ten miles nor th of t he 
city of G r a n d R a p i d s , in t he mids t of 
a b e a u t i f u l and rich f a rming c o u n t r y . 
I t is a large, imposing, and well-con-
s t r u c t e d bui ld ing , and w a s ded ica t ed 
in J a n u a r y last . T h e G r a n g e Hal l , 
in the u p p e r s tory , is a large and well 
fu rn i shed room. T h e wal ls w e r e 
beaut i fu l ly and app rop r i a t e ly decora t 
ed wi th p ic tures , emblems, and m o t -
toes, c lear ly indica t ing t he cul ture 
and good t a s t e of t h e l ady m e m b e r s 
of the Grange . The hall was well 
filled, a n d t he ceremonies were e n -
livened by a choi r of first-class sing-
ers, and a ful l b ras s band . T h e tab les 
in t he r o o m below were l adened w i th 
a boun t i fu l s u p p l y of good things , to 
which all were invi ted a n d par took 
wi th sa t i s fac t ion. T h i s r o o m is h igh , 
well l igh ted and ven t i l a ted , and con-
structed especially for a high school. 
A m p l e s tab le r o o m f o r horses was to 
be cons t ruc ted , so t h a t s tuden t s could 
drive f rom a dis tance of several mi les 
away, a t t e n d t he school , and re turn 
home a t n igh t . So t he e x a m p l e of 
S o u t h B o s t o n G r a n g e is be ing fol-
lowed in Alpine . I am forc ib ly im-
pressed with t he idea t h a t th i s sys t em 
of H i g h Schools , is what, t he c o u n t r y 
needs,_ aud the i r e s t ab l i shment is a 
move in t he r i gh t d i rec t ion . P a t r o n s , 
this s u b j e c t is wor thy of y o u r con-
siderat ion. 

Digest. 

T h e fo l lowing are t he r u l i n g s and 
decisions con ta ined in t he D i g e s t r e -
cen t ly rev ised aud p u b l i s h e d " by t h e 
Na t iona l G r a n g e : P r e s e r v e these 
n u m b e r s fo r f u t u r e r e fe rence : 

C H A P T E R I V — Continued. 
OF T H E SUBORDINATE G R A N G E . 

S E C T I O N I I I . 
OF T H E MEETINGS, JURISDICTION, AND 

POWERS OF T H E SUBORDINATE 
GRANGES. 

1 Subordinate Granges shall meet a t 
least once each mon th , and may hold 
in termediate meetings.—[Cons, ar t ii 
sec. 1. 

2 A Grange can provide by By-law for 
more than one regular meet ing a month 
but mus t have a t least one.—'[Decis. 10' 

Y ,y m e e t i u g , regular or special 
can be held wi th in twenty- four hours 
—[Par l iamentary Guide, p. 5. 

4 A Subordinate Grange can no t move 
its place oi meet ing wi th in the jurisdic-
tion of ano the r Grange, w i t h o u t the 
consent of the Grange whose jurisdic-
tion is thus infr inged upon . - [ l>ec i s . 17. 

o A Grange can not have two places 
of meet ing and claim jurisdict ion f rom 
both as centers.—[Decis. 18 

6 T h e area embraced wi th in the juris-
diction of t he Subordinate Grange may 
be hxed by the State Grange—iProceed-
ings 7th Session, p. 77. Li-ioceed 

7 T h e jurisdict ion of Granges does 
no t cross s t a te lines. If a person wash-
es to join a Grange in ano the r State, he 
must obtain permission from the Grange 
111 whose jurisdict ion he r e s i d e s . - [ D e -
cision 49. L c 

8 A Grange can no t change its n a m e 
or n u m b e r after its Cliarte? has be™ 
i s s u e d . - [ P r o c . 8th Ses., pp. 91 and HO 

9 A Grange can no t divide into two 

Sf?ong29 W e U l e p r ° l , e r t y —[De-

w h i ^ » q r . ° r U m i s t h e l e a s t n u m b e r wi th 
which a Grange can be opened in due 
form, and should be prescribed in h i 
By-laws of every Subordinate Grange 
If not so prescribed, thir teen m e m b r a 

S E C T I O N I V . 
OF M E M B E R S H I P I N T H E SUBORDINATE 

G R A N G E . 
a. Who may be Admitted. 

1. Any person engaged in agricul tu-

ral pursuits, and hav ing no interest in 
eoufiict wi th the purposes of the Order 
of the age of sixteen years, is eligible to 
membersh ip —[Cons., ar t . v. 

2 " I n t e r e s t e d in agricul tural pur-
su i t s" and "engaged in agricultural 
pursu i t s , " as used in the Constitution 
and resolut ions of t he Nat ional Grange, 
mean t h a t a person mus t be engaged in' 
agr icu l ture to a greater ex t en t than in 
a n y o ther business, or in other word» 
h is leading business mus t be agricul-
ture.—[Decis. 110. 

•3 Agr icul tura l laborers clearly coine 
under our requi rements , "engaged in 
agricul tural pursu i t s , " and are eligible 
to membership.—[Decis . 111. 

4 N o one can be held to be ineligible 
to member sh ip in the Order on account 
of religious belief or political opinions. 
—[Decis. 31. Cons., ar t . xi . 

5 Bl indness does no t render a person 
ineligible to membership .—[Dec. 32. 

6. A marr ied w o m a n whose husband 
is eligible, but not a m e m b e r of the Or-
der, may be admi t ted to membership 
—[Decis. 33. 

b. How Membership is Acquired. 
7 Appl ica t ions for membersh ip must 

be by wri t ten peti t ion, signed by the 
candidate, a n d approved by at least two 
members—[Cons . , ar t . v . " 

8 E v e r y application mus t be accom-
panied by the fee of membersh ip ; if 
rejected, the m o n e y wil l be refunded, 
and a second applicat ion will not be re-
ceived f rom the same person unt i l after 
six months .—[Cons. , ar t . v . 

9 N o person can be admi t ted to mem-
bership free.—[Decis. 13. Const., arts, 
v and vi. 

10 T h e ent i re member sh ip fee must 
accompany the pet i t ion, and can be di-
vided a m o n g the several degrees.—[De-
cision 14. 

11 A Grange can no t vote to return to 
a member any port ion of the member-
sh ip fee.—[Decis. 15. 

12 Commit tees on candidates should 
be appointed, and all applicat ions refer-
red thereto a t t he same meet ing that 
the appl icat ion is received.—[Decis. 79, 
Pro. 8th Ses., p. 141. 

13 A Grange can no t ballot upon an 
application for member sh ip a t the same 
meet ing when it is received.—[Dec. 23. 

14 I t is not allowable for a Grange to 
discuss the meri ts or demeri ts of a can-
didate.—[Dec. 10. 

15 T h e application of a candidate can 
be w i t h d r a w n at any t ime before a bal-
lot is ordered thereon.—[Dec. 45. 

10 A candidate should be allowed to 
wi thdraw at a n y t ime before a ballot is 
taken.—[Pro. 8th Ses., pp. 91 and 141. 

17 Af te r a candidate has been legallv 
elected he is ent i t led to ini t iat ion, and 
t he degree mus t be conferred unless ob-
jection is made, t he na ture of the objec-
tion stated, and t he objection sustained 
by a major i ty of the Grange.—[Dee. 46. 

18 T h e Master should not allow a bal-
lot to be taken on the application of a 
person who f rom any cause is ineligible 
to membersh ip . B u t if such a person 
has been balloted for and elected, the 
Master has no r igh t to init iate h im. and 
would by so doing render himself liable 
to expulsion for h a v i n g violated the 
laws he was obligated to enforce and 
obey.—[Decision 70. 

19 If an appl icant is balloted for whose 
fee does not accompany t he petition, 
and is elected, t he election is illegal and 
the degrees should not be conferred: if 
rejected, the rejection is illegal and the 
appl icant m a y app ly again at any time. 
—[Decision 41. 

20 A ballot mus t be held upon an ap-
plication whe the r the report of the com-
mit tee is favorable or unfavorable — 
[Decision 43. 

21 I n balloting for candidates the bal-
lot is secret, and no member can be re-
quired to tell how he voted.—[Dec. 12. 
., - - A Grange can not ballot for more 
t h a n one candidate a t t he same t ime: 
each mus t be balloted for separately.— 
[Decision 25. 

23 A m e m b e r mus t not disclose out-
side of t he Grange t he resul t of an un-
favorable ballot.—[Dec. 44. 

24 W h e n a candidate is being ballot-
ed tor and exact ly three black balls ap-
pear the Master m u s t sav, " L e s t a 
member m a y have cast a ballot careless-
ly or by mis take , the ballot will be 
passed aga in , " whereupon another bal-
lot will be immedia te ly t aken . If three 
black balls again appear , the candidate is 
rejected, and t he ballot can not be recon-
S 1 ( '?red or repeated.—[Dec. 09. 

r f ' - i a n a P P h c a n t has been reject-
ed it a member voluntar i ly declares 

Y i e e a s t a b I a e k b a " by mistake, the 
plaster m a y immedia te ly order another 
ballot.—[Dec. 42. 
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26 A member is only balloted for once, 

and that is before receiving the F i rs t 
Degree.—[ Dee. 40. 

27 A person who is elected to mem-
bership in any manner other than by 
ballot is not legally elected.—[Dec. 19. 

28 When an application is duly made 
for membership in aSubordinateGrange, 
the membership fee paid, and the appli-
cant is declared duly elected, the Sub-
ordinate Grange can not permit the ap-
plication to be wi thdrawn, before initi-
ation—[Pro. 8th Ses., pp. 91 and 143. 

29 When an application is duly made 
f o r membership in a Subordinate 
Grange, the membership fee paid, and 
the applicant is declared duly elected, 
the Subordiuate Grange can not order 
the fee to be refunded before initiation, 
on the written request of the appl icant 
to be allowed to wi thdraw his applica-
tion and to have his membership fee 
refunded.—[Pro. 8th Ses., pp. 91 and 143. 

30 When an application for member-
ship is duly made in a Subordinate 
Grange, and the money to pay the mem-
bership fee is advanced by a member of 
the Grange, and the applicant is declar-
ed duly elected, but is not initiated, and 
afterwards makes written application 
to the Grange to withdraw his applica-
tion for membership and to have his 
membership fee refunded, the Grange 
can not, by vote, permit the application 
to be withdrawn and order the fee to be 
refunded to the member who advanced 
the same.—[Pro. 8th Ses., pp. 91 and 143. 

31 When a member advances the 
money to pay the membership fee for 
an applicant, it must be considered a 
loan of money to the applicant, and no t 
to the Grange; and the member must 
look to the applicant for repayment , 
and not to the Grange.—[Pro. 8th Ses., 
pp. 91 and 143. 

32 An applicant for initiation, who 
has been duly elected, may be debarred 
from initiation by an objection ther to 
in writing, signed by three members of 
the Grange, to be tiled with the Secre-
tary, which objection must state t h a t 
the cause thereof has arisen since t he 
date of the applicant 's election.—[Pro. 
9th Ses., p. 140. 

33 When an applicant for member-
ship, who has been duly elec ted, has bor-
rowed the money of a member of the 
Grange to pay the membership fee, and 
neglects and "declines to repay the same, 
although able to do so, should be ex-
pelled.—[Pro. 8th Ses., pp. 91 and 144. 

34 A Grange may ballot for a candid-
ate and confer the Firs t Degree upon 
him at the same meeting.—[Dec. 24. 

35 If, after being elected, a candidate 
fails to present himself for init iat ion, 
the Grange is under no obligation to re-
turn the fee.—[Dec. 48. 
c. Incidents of Membership—Rights and 

Duties. 
36 Membership commences a t the 

time a person takes the F i rs t Degree.— 
[Decision 34. 

37 After an applicant has received the 
First Degree, he is entitled to all the pe-
cuniary and other benefits to be derived 
from a connection with the Order, and 
therefore is subject to the paymen t of 
the same dues as other members, with-
out reference to the time of his receiv-
ing the other degrees.—[Decision 35 

38 After a member has received one 
or more degrees he is entitled to ad-
vancement, unless charges are preferred 
against h im, and he is expelled from the 
Order —[Decision 47. 

39 A member who has received 
one degree, and refuses to take more, 
must be retained on the roll unti l ex-
pelled or dropped from the roll by ac-
tion of the Grange.—Pro. 8th Session, 
pp. 91 and 141. 

40 A person can not be a member of 
more than one Subordinate Grange at 
the same time.—Decision 51. 

41 A person who has fawlully become 
a member of the Order does not forfeit 
™ t i ™ % T ? h i p b y «hanging his occu-
SSS, s c o n d u u t continues to be 
such as becomes a good Patron, and is 

of the n'pH t 0 i n l e r e s ' t s and objects o f . f 'hf .Order.-[Deei8ion 56. 
42 When a person who is ineligible 

on account of occupation has been ad-
mitted he is a member until expelled 
^ g 9° l 0 a d n C d a l ^r [ P r ° C e e d i ^ S * h V 
9 n

4 1 3 i e ? a n e , w P range is organized, 
and includes in its jurisdiction a mem-
ber of another grange, such member is 
not obliged to withdraw from his old 
Orange to join t he new o n e . - [ P r o 8th 
Ses , pp. 91 and 141. L 

a d l l r p ? K n d e d m e m b f e r c a n not be 
—rPr« 0fi,°Q m e e t l n g s of a Grange. 
- [ P r o . 8th Ses., pp. 91 and 142. 

45 A member can not remain in the 

Grange w h e n it is open in a h igher de-
gree than such member has taken.— 
[Decision 52. 

46. A member can not be required to 
do a n y t h i n g in conflict with his relig-
ious convictions. T h e exemption in 
the obligation and the Ritual upon this 
point only means that whenever a 
member approaches any duty properly 
required of h im, and his religious con-
victions will not permi t i t sperforme.anc 
he can wi thdraw wi th h o n o r ; but so 
long as he holds a position in t he Grange 
he must perform the duties thereof, in 
accordance with the laws and usages of 
the Order.—[Decision 114. 

47 Members of our Order have the 
same r ight to accept civil office as any 
other person, but it is unlawful for 
Granges as such to take political action 
by mak ing nominations.—[Decis. 113. 

48 Members mus t be attired in the 
proper regalia of the Order while the 
Grange is in session. T h e sash is worn 
from the r ight shoulder to the lef t hip, 
and the pouch in front.—[Decis. 57. 

49 T h e wearing of the prescribed re-
galia is one of the established usages of 
the Order, and is obligatory upon all 
members, except when a member claims 
exemption on account of religious con-
victions, when he may be excused by 
vote of the Grange.—[Proc. 8th Ses., 
pp. 91 and 142. 

50 Members of a suspended Grange 
can no t form another Grange.—[Proc. 
8th Ses., pp. 91 and 141. 

51. A member in good s tanding, who 
is clear on the books, is entit led to a 
d imi t or wi thdrawal card on applica-
tion therefor, and the p a y m e n t of such 
sum (if any) as is f i x e d ' b y the State 
Grange. A member not in good stand-
ing can not be dimited —[Decis. 59. 

52 A member is entit led at any t ime 
t o a d imi t as a mat te r of r ight , if in 
good s tanding and clear on the books. 
No member can object wi thout preferr-
ing charges against the applicant . If, 
however, the Grange wrongful ly with-
holds or refuses the dimit , the aggrieved 
member may appeal to the Master of 
the Slate Grange, who will instruct the 
Grange in its du ty ; and in case of a 
persistent refusal, he will issue to the 
appeal ing member a certificate in the 
na ture of a dimit , under seal of the 
State Grange. I t will be his duty to 
present the offending Grange to the 
State Grange at its nex t session.—[De-
cision 62. 

53 A dimit s imply disconnects a mem-
ber from a Subordinate Grange, leaving 
him still a member of the Order. A 
withdrawal severs his connection from 
the Order whol ly . — [Proc. 8th Ses., 
pp. 91 and 140. 

54 A dimit can be given a t any regu-
lar meeting. I t is not necessary that 
the application therefor lie over.—[Pro. 
8th Ses., pp . 91 and 140. 

55 I f a member who has received one 
or more degrees in a Grange moves into 
the jurisdiction of another Grange, he 
may if he desires, receive a d imi t from 
his Grange and join the one nearest 
h im, t ak ing the same position as in his 
old Grange, and is entitled to advance-
ment .—[Proc. 9th Ses., pp . 91 and 141. 

56 T h e m a n n e r of receiving dimit ted 
members into Subordinate Granges 
should be prescribed by the State 
Grange ; when not so regulated, the 
Master of t he Sta te Grange will direct 
how it shall be done.—[Dec. 64. 

57 A dimit ted member can no t be re-
ceived as a Char te r member in another 
Grange wi thou t the p a y m e n t of the 
full Char ter fee.—[Dec. 60. 

58 A member receiving a d imi t is not 
enti t led, upon thus severing his mem-
bership, to receive any port ion of the 
funds or property of the Grange.—[De-
cision 61. 

59 I n case of the forfeiture or sus-
pension of the Char te r of a Grange, the 
members thereof become thereby unaf-
filiated, and can join a n y other Grange 
( the same as though they had become 
unaffiliated by d imi t or voluntary wi th-
drawal) in the following m a n n e r : T h e 
Grange, being extinct , can of course is-
sue no d imi t to its surv iv ing members. 
T h e members will, therefore, pay into 
t he treasury of the State Grange the 
amoun t due by each to t he Subordinate 
Grange at the t ime of its suspension, if 
any . T h e Secretary of the State Grange 
will then issue to each member a certifi-
cate of t he fact tha t the i r Grange has 
ceased to exist, t h a t the member was in 
good s tanding a t t he t ime of its suspen-
sion, and was ei ther clear of the books 
or has since paid his arrearages to the 
State Grange. This certificate should 
be deposited, wi th t he application for 
affiliation, in the place of a dimit , with 
the Grange which the holder desires to 
join.—[Decis. 87. 

S E C T I O N V . 
R E V E N U E S O F T H E S U B O R D I N A T E 

G R A N G E . 
а. Dues and Fees of Members. 

1 T h e revenues of the Subordinate 
Grange are derived from two sources— 
First—Ini t iat ion fees, which a re : for 

men , three dollars, and for women, 
one dollar; except for Charter mem-
bers, who pay—men, three dollars, 
and women, fifty cents.-[Cons. ar t .6. 

Second—.4. monthly due of ten cents 
from each member . T h e Grange 
may increase, but can not reduce the 
mon th ly due.—[Cons. ar t . vii, sec. 1. 

2 Members who have taken only one 
degree are subject to the paymen t of 
dues the same as other members, with-
out reference to the t ime of tak ing the 
other degrees.—[Decis. 35. 

3. A member does not pay mon th ly 
dues to his Subordinate Grange for the 
fractional par t of the month in which 
he is initiated, but from the first of the 
subsequent month.—[Decis. 36. 

4 A Grange may suspend members 
from membersh ip for n o n - p a y m e n t of 
dues.—[Decis. 37. 

5 Suspension from membersh ip does 
not excuse the suspended member from 
paymen t of dues dur ing the t ime of 
suspension.—[Decis. 38. 

6 A member suspended for non-pay-
men t of dues can be reinstated by the 
Grange upon p a y m e n t of all dues up to 
the date of re ins ta tement . Th i s rule 
does not prevent Subordinate Granges 
f rom adopt ing By-laws t e rmina t ing the 
membership , or prescr ibing other con-
ditions of re ins ta tement , af ter the mem-
ber has been del inquent a specified 
time.—[Decis. 39. 

б. Dues to the State Grange. 
7. T h e Subordinate Grange pays to 

the State Grange such an a m o u n t of 
dues on each member , and fees for each 
person initiated dur ing the quarter , as 
t he Sta te Grange may determine.— 
[Cons., art. viii, see. 2. 

8 The financial reports of Subordin-
ate Granges shall be made on t he first 
day of J anua ry , t he first day of Apri l , 
the first day of J u l y , and the first day 
of October.—[By-laws, art. x, sec. 1. 

9 A Subordinate Grange does not pay 
dues to a Sta te Grange for the t ime prior 
to the organization of t he State Grange. 
W h e n a State Grange is organized dur-
ing a quarter , all Subordinate Granges 
organized previous to the commence-
men t of that quar ter mus t report a t the 
end of the quarter . Th i s report does 
not include quarter ly dues. Member-
sh ip fees of those initiated af ter the or-
ganization of the State Grange only are 
to be paid.—[Decis. 83. 

10 Subordinate Granges are exempt 
from the paymen t of membersh ip fees 
to the State ( i range on account of Char-
ter members.—[Decis. 84. 

S E C T I O N V I . 
O P T H E O F F I C E R S OF T H E S U B O R D I N -

A T E G R A N G E . 
a. Who are Eligible to Office. 

[See articles under this head in Chap-
ter I, Section 3, which are al ike appli-
cable to the officers of a Subordinate 
Grange.] 

b. Of their Election and Installation. 
1 Officers must be elected a t the regu-

lar meet ing in December, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable.—[Constitution 
ar t . i, sec. 2. 

2 Officers mus t be installed a t the reg-
ular mee t ing in J a n u a r y , or as soon 
thereafter as practicable.—[Cons., ar t . 
i, sec. 1. 

3 A n y member of a Sta te Grange, or 
Fif th-degree member, is competent to 
install the officers of a Subord ina te or 
County Grange.—[Decis. 85. Proc. 10th 
Ses., p. 117. 

[See this head under Chapter I , Sec. 
3, for other articles applicable to the 
election and installation of officers in 
t he Subordinate Grange.] 

c. Term of Office. 
4 All officers in t he Subordinate 

Grange hold their offices for the term of 
one year.—[Cons., ar t . i, sec. 2. 

d. Their Bank and Title. 
[The officers of t h e Subordinate 

Grange have t he same rank and ti t le as 
in the Nat ional and State Granges. 
See Chapter I , Section 3.] 

e. Their Powers and Duties. 
5 T h e duties of officers in a Subor-

dinate Grange (in addition to such as 
are required by t he Constitution and 
laws of the National Grange) should be 
prescribed by the laws of the Subordin-
ate Grange.—[Cons., art. ix. 

6 T h e Master should decide all ques-
t ions of law and usage arising in his 
Grange, subject to an appeal to t he 

Master of the State Grange.—[By-laws, 
ar t . iii, sec. 1. 

7 In the exemplification of the secret 
work or the interpretation of the writ-
ten law of the Order, the decisions of 
the Master must be respected and obey-
ed until reversed by decision of the 
Master of the State or Nat ional Grange, 
or by action of the State or National 
Grange.—[Proc. 8th Ses., p. 141. Dec. 67. 

8 T h e Master of a Suboi binate Grange 
should decide a motion out of order 
when it is plainly in violation of the 
Constitution, rules, and regulations of 
the National, State, or Subordinate 
Grange. W h e n such motion is declar-
ed out of order by the Master of the 
Subordinate Grange, and the Grange 
overrules his decision, the Master 
should appeal to t he Master of the State 
Grange, und, if necessary, to the Mas-
ter and Execu t ive Commit tee of the 
Nat ional Grange. W h e n an appeal is 
taken, no action should be allowed by 
the Grange, in the premises, unti l t h e 
questions are finally decided.— [Proc. 
8th Ses,, pp. 91 and 144. 

9 T h e Master mus t approve bills be-
fore they can be paid by the Treasurer. 
—[Cons., art. x, sec. 2. 

10 T h e Master of a Subordinate Grange 
should not sign an order to draw money 
from the Treasury of his ( i range unless 
he approves the same.—[Proc. 9th Ses., 
pp. 91 and 143. 

11 The Secretary must make quarter-
terly reports to the Secretary of the 
State Grange.—[Cons., ar t . vii, sec. 2. 

12 Every sentence of suspension or 
expulsion of a member should be im-
mediately reported to the Secretary of 
the Sta te Grange, and all the neighbor-
ing Granges ; and upon his removal , 
the Granges near his new residence 
should be notified, in order tha t they 
may not be imposed upon.—[Dec. 88. 

13 T h e Overseer has t he r igh t to re-
fuse permission to retire from the 
Grange by refus ing to re turn the salu-
tation.—[Decis. 72. 

[The respective duties of the Lectur -
er, Steward, Assistant Steward, Chap-
lain, Flora, Pomona, and Ceres are 
defined in the Ri tua l . ] 

14 T h e duties of the Execu t ive Com-
mi t tee of a Subordinate Grange m a y be 
prescribed by the Grange itself, unless 
already defined by the State Grange.— 
[Dec. 76. 

[For o ther duties of officers, see Chap-
ter I , Section 3.] 
/ . ITow They may be Tried and Re-

moved. 
15 If a Master of a Subordinate Grange 

refuses to obey the By-laws of his 
Grange, or his conduct is prejudicial to 
the good of the Order, the Grange may 
present t he fact to the Master of the 
State Grange, who after full investiga-
tion, may suspend t he of fending Master 
until the meet ing of the State Grange. 
—[Decision 105. 

16 T h e Master of a State Grange has 
no author i ty to suspend f rom office any 
officer of a Subordinate Grange except 
the Master. —[Decision Court of Ap-
peals, Pro. 9th Ses., p. 202. 

17 Officers of Subordinate Granges, 
except Masters and their wives who are 
Matrons , are amenable to their respec-
tive Granges.—[Proc. 10th Ses., p . 118. 
Decision 104. 

18 W h e n a n y officer (except the Mas-
ter) fails or refuses to properly perform 
the duties of his office, he may be sus-
pended or removed, af ter a fair trial, by 
vote of t he Grange.—[Decis. 107. 

g. Vacancies. 
19 I n case the Master of a Grange is 

suspended, the office does not become 
vacant , to be filled by an election, but 
the Overseer, in virtue of his office, 
acts as Master unti l final action by the 
State Grange. If the act of suspension 
be sustained or the Master be expelled 
by the State Grange, the vacancy thus 
created mus t be filled by an election.— 
[Decision 106. 

20 Vacancies by death or resignation 
mus t be filled by special election a t the 
nex t regular mee t ing ; officers so chos-
en serve unt i l the annual meeting.— 
[Consti tut ion, art. i, sec. 2. 

State Wool Growers' Convention. 

A genera l convent ion of t he fa rm-
ers a n d wool g r o w e r s of Michigan 
will be held a t the cour t -house a t Ka l -
amazoo, on t he 9 th d a y of Apr i l nex t , 
a t 10 A. M. W e hope fo r a full a t -
t e n d a n c e f r o m t h r o u g h o u t t he S ta te 
as bus iness of vital i m p o r t a n c e to 
wool -growers will be discussed a t the 
t ime. BY ORDER OF COMMITTEE. 
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T H E G R A N G E VISITOR. 

S C H O O L C R A F T , A P R I L 1, 1878. 

I g M r c l a r g ' s ^ c p a r l m c i t i 

J . T . COBB, - - - SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Officers and m e m b e r s of Subord ina te Granges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
a lways give the Number of the i r Grange . 

B L A N K S . 
Blanks t h a t a re sen t free f r o m th i s office on 

appl icat ion a r e : 
B l a n k Quar te r ly Repor t s of Secretaries of Sub-

ord ina te Granges. 
B l a n k Quar te r ly Repor t s of Secretar ies of Po-

m o n a Granges . 
Blank appl ica t ion fo r organ iz ing P o m o n a 

Granges. 
B l a n k appl ica t ions for Membersh ip in P o m o n a 

B l a n k Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer . 
Blank Elect ion Repor t s of Sub. Granges . 
Blank Certificates of Elect ion t o Coun ty 

Convent ion . 
B l a n k Certif icates of Represen ta t ives elected to 

t h e S ta te Grange . 
B lanks for Consolidation of Granges . 
B l a n k Applicat ions for Certif icate of Dimi t . 
B l a n k P las te r Orders . 
B l a n k Certif icates of Incorpora t ion . 

TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S . 

W e would say, your articles are not 
rejected, but this t i l ing won ' t hold only 
full. W h e n through wi th the " Digest'" 
your chances will improve, if we are 
not dr iven back to a Month ly . 

W E have received a valuable article 
from Bro. Childs, upon an impor tan t 
subjeet to farmers, " W h y P l a n t an 
Orchard, and H o w to Cult ivate i t . " W e 
much regret tha t it was not received unt i l 
enough mat ter had been put in type for 
this number . B u t its useful h in t s and 
definite instruction will not be too late 
for application two weeks later in the 
season. Le t all who are t h i n k i n g of 
sett ing trees this Spring, remember and 
make a note of this. 

Meeting of the Executive Committee. 

i A called mee t ing of the E x e c u t i v e 
Commit tee was held a t t he Lans ing 
House, in the C i ty of Lansing, on the 
12th and 13th of March , a t which all 
the members were p resen t . Severa l 
cases of appea l w e r e p re sen t ed by 
t h e Mas te r of the S t a t e Grange and 
disposed of by this G r a n g e Cour t , 
wi th fewer r e f e r ences to precedents 
a hundred yea r s old t han is common 
in the cou r t s of our State . If we did 
n o t have so much law, p receden t , and 
technical i ty as consume the t ime of 
cour t s and clients, we bel ieve we had 
t he ob jec t more c lear ly in view than 
is usual , whe re a d i f fe rence is sub-
m i t t e d to those t r ibuna ls of j u s t i ce 
known as courts . B u t of th i s s u b j e c t 
— t h e cour t s and the i r m a c h i n e r y 
w e shall have someth ing t o say a t 
some f u t u r e t ime. 

The appea l cases disposed of, THE 
GRANGE VISITOR demanded a t t e n -
t ion , a n d the resul t appears on t he 
first page . T o the f ac t s t h e r e s t a t ed 
we h a v e l i t t le to add . W e a r e sure 
t h a t this VISITOR only needs t he at-
t e n t i o n of i ts f r i ends to secu re t h e 
r e q u i r e d s u p p o r t . W e do no t suffer 
f o r wan t of con t r ibu tors , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
f rom the Sisters, for i t s pages , b u t we 
d o lack subsc r ibe r s and t h e pay fo r 
t h e p a p e r . F o r these we m u s t de-
p e n d on i t s f r i ends—fr i ends of the 
Orde r . Tha t o u r noble Orde r will 'be 
s t r e n g t h e n e d , a n d its a ims and ob jec t s 
p r o m o t e d a n d sooner reached if t he 
fami ly of every P a t r o n in t h e S ta te 
s h o u l d r e g u l a r l y r ead t he VISITOR, no 
one will d o u b t . Pa t rons , w h a t will 
y o u d o abou t i t ? 

The nex t i m p o r t a n t ques t ion con-
s ide red , was t h a t of t he employmen t 
of a Sta te A g e n t , to be located a t De-
t ro i t - A d e m a n d f o r an A g e n t so 
located, has been p res sed u p o n t h e 
a t t en t ion of each succeed ing S t a t e 
G r a n g e for t h r e e yea r s , and the m a t -

ter t ook the fo rm of def ini te a n d posi-
t ive ins t ruc t ion t o t he E x e c u t i v e 
Commi t t ee a t t he las t session, wi th 
only one condit ion, t h a t of o b t a i n i n g 
" a compe ten t a n d sui table person." 
Mr. J . M. Chides ter , a gen t l eman of 
large mercan t i l e exper ience and fa-
mi l ia r ly acqua in ted w i t h D e t r o i t and 
m a n y of its business men, was p res -
en t by invi ta t ion. 

T h e resu l t of the conference wi th 
h im was to commi t t he whole m a t t e r 
t o Bros . Holloway, Childs a n d W o o d -
ward . Th i s sub-commit tee have since 
pe r f ec t ed a r r a n g e m e n t s with Mr . 
Chides te r , and he will commence 
opera t ions Apr i l 1st. 'J he es tabl ish-
ing of a S t a t e Bus iness A g e n c y in 
Detroi t , for t he purpose of bo th b u y -
i n g and selling fo r the P a t r o n s of the 
Sta te , does n o t necessar i ly sever t h e 
connect ion of Bro. G a r d n e r f rom the 
S ta te A g e n c y . 

Bro. G r a d n e r has still a good as-
s o r t m e n t of Grocer ies , Boots a n d 
Shoes, D r y Goods, a n d F a r m Imp le -
men t s , t h a t he will con t i nue to sell to 
P a t r o n s as he re to fo re , a t cost , and 
those l iving in t he wes t e rn pa r t of t he 
Sta te shou ld con t inue to o r d e r of Bro . 
G a r d n e r so long as he is able t o sup-
p l y t he d e m a n d . 

Plaster . 

Since t he las t issue of the VISITOR, 
we have received a c i r cu la r headed, 
' P l a s t e r—To Dealers and C o n s u m e r s . " 
S igned , " G r a n d Rap ids P l a s t e r Co., 
W m . I l o v e y , A g e n t . " 

A f t e r reading th i s c i rcu la r a c o u p l e 
of t imes , we find ourse lves q u i t e un-
able t o de t e rmine w h e t h e r t he c i rcu-
lar, or any p a r t of it, is aimed a t us, 
and we feel t h a t in r e f e r r i ng to i t we 
are, pe rhaps , " m i x i n g in" w i t h o u t in-
vi tat ion. B u t we shall ven tu re , in 
view of the fac t tha t we h a v e f rom 
t ime t o t ime, for some three yea r s 
past , h a d o u r say upon t he p las ter 
quest ion, to refer t o this circular, a n d 
t r e a t the m a t t e r a s t h o u g h we h a d no t 
been fo rgo t t en by its au tho r . 

F r o m t he f r i end ly personal rela-
t ions t h a t have existed fo r some y e a r s 
be tween Mr. H o v e y and myself , I can 
ha rd ly t h i n k t h a t h e in t ended to as-
sume t h a t I have in t en t iona l ly , t h rough 
t he VISITOK, done h im any in jus t ice . 
T h e c i rcular opens wi th a declarat ion, 
fol lowed b y specifications, and then 
pu t s in a genera l denial , seasoned with 
a l i t t le s h a r p Eng l i sh , such as people 
are a p t t o use when the i r t e m p e r g e t s 
the b e t t e r of the i r j u d g m e n t , a n d con-
cludes b y fal l ing b a c k on acqui red 
r e p u t a t i o n , with an invi ta t ion fo r all 
to come a n d see h is w o r k s . The cir-
cu lar o p e n s : 

" On account of some malicious pub-
lications in different portions of the 
State of Michigan, in regard to the 
quali ty of our plaster, w e feel tha t it is 
just ice to ourselves, dealers and con-
sumers, to contradict some of t he asser-
tions : 

"First. The assertion tha t we carried 
over a lot of ground plaster, and are 
pulverizing and selling i t as FRESH 
ground, is utterly false. 

"Second. T h e assertion tha t we select 
our best rock for stucco, and sh ip the 
nex t best to be ground elsewhere, is 
equally un t rue . " 

N o w , w e don ' t k n o w who has assail-
ed Bro . H o v e y or h is business , and we 
can ha rd ly believe t h a t t he publica-
t ions r e fe r r ed to jus t i fy t h e s t rong 
l anguage used ; b u t in th i s we may be 
m i s t a ke n , as we read b u t a l i t t t e of 
w h a t is p u b l i s h e d in t he S ta t e . 

T o so m u c h ( if any) as was in tend-
ed f o r us, we p lead " no t g u i l t y , " a n d 
refer w i th p l ea su re to our record-on 
th i s sub jec t , in t he VISITOR, in sup-
por t of o u r innocence. 

I t is t r u e w e have s t a t ed t h a t t h e r e 
was an assoc ia t ion or c o m b i n a t i o n of 
all t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s of plas ter in 
Michigan and n e i g h b o r i n g S ta tes , 
s o m e t h i n g over t h r e e y e a r s ago, which 

fixed t h e pr ice of land p las te r a t $4 
p e r ton . I t is also t r u e t h a t we p r o -
posed t o t he associa t ion to use o u r 
bes t endeavors , t h r o u g h t he VISITOR 
and by circular , to i nduce t he P a t r o n s 
of t he S ta te t o b u y p las ter of t h e 
association, and p a y $3.75 p e r ton fo r 
the same. 

T h i s propos i t ion was no t only re-
jec ted , b u t t he association " w e n t 
back " on a proposi t ion of its own, 
" T o t rea t f a r m e r s j u s t as well as 
t h e i r own agents and dea lers , " b y re-
t u r n i n g o rde r s for p las te r u n d e r seal 
of t he Grange , when Dot a ccompan ied 
wi th cash for a d v a n c e p a y m e n t . T h i s 
shamefu l a t t empt t o humi l i a t e t h e 
fa rmers of Mich igan , t h r o u g h whose 
p a t r o n a g e m e m b e r s of the associat ion 
had b e c o m e r ich, b y d i shonor ing t h e i r 
orders , was a d d i n g an insul t t o t h e 
l i t t le fa lsehood p roc la imed by t he 
association, and ins i s ted on b y each 
m e m b e r , t h a t 84 p e r ton was b u t a 
fai r and reasonable pr ice fo r p las te r 
a t t he mil l . W h e n , in a leg i t imate 
manner, some of the f a r m e r s of t h e 
S ta te w e r e f o u n d associated together, 
and were p r o c u r i n g p las te r a t S3 per 
ton , these m a n u f a c t u r e r s conc luded 
they could a f fo rd i t fo r $2 ; a n d now 
that we have agreed to pay D a y & 
Taylor $2, t h e s e $4 men can af ford i t 
fo r §1.50 per ton. 

A s to t h e first specif icat ion, i t h a s 
n o t come to o u r knowledgs t h a t a n y 
b o d y has cha rged Mr. H o v e y wi th 
" ca r ry ing over a l a rge q u a n t i t y of 
g r o u n d p l a s t e r . " 

W e have asser ted w h a t M r . H o v e y 
knows to be t rue , t h a t in the w i n t e r 
of 1876 a la rge a m o u n t of p las te r was 
g r o u n d a t mil ls in t h e G r a n d R i v e r 
Valley t h a t was no t sold t h a t season, 
and t h a t some of tha t , ca r r i ed over, 
was f o u n d in t he w in t e r and s p r i n g of 
1877 in a solid, compac t mass , t ha t 
could be shoveled w i th t h e same 
facil i ty t h a t leeched a shes a r e handled . 
N o t k n o w i n g , we have n o t sa id t h a t 
M r . H o v e y had any s tock of t h i s or 
any o ther k ind . 

I n h is c i rcular h e h a s m a d e t he 
po in t q u i t e as s t r o n g as we eve r 
have in f avo r of f r e sh g r o u n d plaster , 
dec l a r i ng " t h a t he has n o n e on hand 
g r o u n d p r io r to J a n . 10th, 1878." T h e 
look of i n j u r e d innocence on t he 
face of th i s Circular , is laughable , t o 
say t he least , when p u t on two y e a r s 
a f t e r we cha rged t he Assoc ia t ion w i th 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g a la rge a m o u n t of plas-
t e r t h a t t hey did no t a n d could n o t 
sell t o P a t r o n s a t $4.00 p e r ton . 

The m a n u f a c t u r e r s of p las te r in t h e 
G r a n d R i v e r Val ley who have n o t 
g o n e t o the wall, seem i n t e n t on 
break ing down t h e G r a n g e P l a s t e r 
Mill, a n d i t is pe r haps to be a t r ia l of 
s t r e n g t h and e n d u r a n c e . W e a r e 
not d isposed to g ive u p a con tes t t h a t 
was forced u p o n us. T h e i n t e r e s t s of 
t he m a n y are vas t ly s u p e r i o r t o t he 
in te res t of a few. T h e A g r i c u l t u r a l 
interests of Mich igan a r e p r o m o t e d 
by t h i s p r o l o n g e d e n d e a v o r in t he 
face of an e x p e n s i v e exper ience , to 
force th i s bus iness b a c k in to t he old 
channe l s wi th old prices. 

W e have n o fa i th in th i s pe r s i s t en t 
a t t e m p t t o m a k e w a t e r r u n u p hill , 
and w e believe t he f a r m e r s of Mich i -
gan a r e sagac ious enough t o t a k e 
ca re of the i r own bus iness . A s we 
s ta ted a t t h e outset , o u r personal re -
la t ions w i t h Mr. H o v e y a r e p leasan t 
a n d f r i end ly , and so have t h e y been 
with all t h e gen t l emen of the combi -
nat ion that we have m e t . W e have 
e n t e r t a i n e d a d i f f e r en t op in ion f rom 
t h e m in th i s bus iness m a t t e r . W e 
think they m a d e a mi s t ake in combin 
ing a g a i n s t t he i r cus tomers in t h e 
first place, and r e f u s i n g to dea l wi th 
t h e m upon t e r m s as favorab le as wi th 
i n t e rmed ia t e pa r t i e s . W e think the i r 
a t t e m p t t o c rush ou t Day & T a y l o r 
w i th low prices, a n d the i r r e p e a t e d 
a n d combined a t t e m p t s t o i n d u c e 

P a t r o n s t o d i shonor themse lves and 
t he O r d e r , a r e also m i s t a k e s ; and we 
t h i n k Bro . H o v e y h a s made ano the r 
mi s t ake in s e n d i n g o u t t h i s circular. 

W e h a v e t h e sa t i s fac t ion of know-
ing t h a t e v e r y one of those manufac-
t u r e r s a d m i t s o u r first s t a t e m e n t , t ha t 
t he combina t ion w a s a mis take , and 
we t h i n k t he gen t l emen won ' t have 
to live m u c h l o n g e r t o d i scover that 
t h e i r who le t r e a t m e n t of t h e Order of 
P a t r o n s of H u s b a n d r y has been a 
succession of m i s t a k e s . In conclu 
sion, I h a v e only t o say tha t if my 
f r i end H o v e y did n o t by h i s circular, 
i n t end t o h i t m e , I b e g p a r d o n for 
r e m i n d i n g h im of these few facts, 
which a r e n o n e t he less t r u e because 
some of t h e m are g e t t i n g a l i t t le old. 

BLANKS for Secre tary ' s Quarterly 
Repor ts were sen t last week to all 
Grange Secretaries, whose election has 
been reported a t th i s office. If any fail 
to receive, please order. 

SOUTH JEFFERSON, March 2d, '78. 
Bro. J. T. Cobb : 

DEAR SIK,—I t h i n k you will bear 
witness tha t our Grange has not in the 
past demanded much space in thé col-
u m n s of the VISITOR. Therefore I 
feel much confidence in ask ing a little 
space in your paper , to m a k e an inquiry 
among t he Pa t rons of t he State in rela-
tion to pay ing t he revenue tax as re-
tailers of manufac tu red tobacco. How 
far they are liable for ¡ the tax, is being 
felt of very much importance. 

I t is a well k n o w n fact t h a t many 
Granges believe t h a t whi le they order 
tobacco th rough their Secretary, and 
deal it out to none but members of their 
Grange wi thout profit , and for their 
own individual use, t hey are in no way 
liable to t he tax. However , our reve-
nue collector f rom this ( third) district 
takes ano the r v iew of the case, and de-
m a n d s t he tax. As our Grange did not 
feel much confidence in h is decision, I 
wrote the Commissioner of In ternal 
Revenue a t W a s h i n g t o n , and af ter ac-
knowledg ing t he receipt of my letter 
he wrote as follows : 

" I n answer to your inqui ry I would 
say, tha t where several persons uni te 
in purchas ing a caddy or package of to-
bacco for the i r own use, each at the t ime 
of so doing, wr i t ings t ipu la t ions for a cer-
tain amoun t , which , upon its receipt, is 
delivered to h im, n o liabili ty to special 
tax is incurred . I n such case there is 
s imply a par t i t ion of tobacco owned in 
common . 

" B u t where the association purchases 
a quan t i ty of tobacco wi th t he under-
s t and ing tha t each member may have 
f rom t ime to t ime such quan t i t y as he 
may wish, by pay ing therefor 'a price 
sufficient to cover or iginal cost ana ex-
penses, the re would be a sale within 
t he m e a n i n g of the law and liability to 
special tax incur red . " 

Such is the opinion of Commissioner 
R a u m , still i t is no t ent i re ly convincing 
us tha t t he law officer in tended to give 
the above definit ion as to a retailer of 
manufac tured tobacco. I t has long been 
an admit ted fact tha t the law lias been 
adminis tered s o m e w h a t on the India-
rubber plan, if it did not qui te reach its 
subject i t was stretched so as to exactly 
cover h im. 

W e make no objection to a strict con-
formity wi th t h e law, but strongly 
deprecate this s t re tching process. Our 
points of objection to the decision given 
above we shall reserve to some future 
t ime, meanwhi l e I would l ike to hear 
t he experience and opinion of others in 
this matter . 

Allow m e to add in conclusion, that 
in m y opinion t h e Granges in Hillsdale 
County were never , s ince their organiz-
ation, in a more prosperous condition 
t han to-day. Several Granges, which 
were supposed to be about dead, have 
revived and pu t on a s rong and healthy 
appearance and are doing good work. 

A N D R E W L . D A V I S , 
Sec 'y Grange No. 182. 

— A c l e r g y m a n ove r to Lewiston 
has been l e c t u r i n g on " S e v e n t e e n 
r e a s o n s who men d o n ' t g o to Church . " 
The re is b u t o n e reason w h y women 
d o n ' t go — t h e y " h a v e n o t h i n g to 
year."—Gardiner Home Journal. 

— B r e e c h e s of t r u s t — T h o s e the 
ta i lo r i sn ' t pa id f o r . 

— W h a t is t h e b e s t t h i n g t o do in 
a h u r r y ? N o t h i n g . 


