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Orchard Cultivation and Pruning. 

The following essay was read by 
S. J. Muffitt, of Reading, before the 
Farmers' Inst i tute held in Hillsdale 
County last month : 

F ru i t growing in our State has 
become one of the leading industries, 
and some are already saying the f ru i t 
business is being over-done, yet I 
venture to say, no land of the same 
amount pays half as well as our or-
chards tha t are taken care of. But 
thousands of dollars have been lost, 
some years, in this county, by neglect-
ing to take proper care and in setting 
young apple trees. The soil should 
be well prepared, by being well-
drained and manured, and if there is 
but one good fence on the farm, have 
that around the orchard. For set-
ting young trees, dig the hole 18 
inches deep and three feet or more in 
diameter, and then fill with well-
rotted mature and the top of the soil; 
mix well, and set the tree two ' i - ^ e s 
deeper, at least, than it was m the 
nursery, with the best roots toward the 
west; and I would have tree "ealers 
unders tand that I would uov jept 
of, a tree without abundance 01 cnod 
roots. I would have the rows '38 
feet apart each way, and <i tree ought 
to have a top-dr^.-•'rg of coarse 
manure, or straw, every year, from 
wiiliin t-ix inches of the body 
as far out as the limbs extend. 
F'oi stocks, i would prefer the 
Northern Spy, Tallman Sweet, or 
natural, and then top-graft when about 
two inches in diameter; as to varie-
ties, Greeriug, Northern Spy, Canada 
Red, B Jonathan Limbertwig, 

Twept- ,ce. I t is not good policy 
to t ry t r raise grain of any kind very 
rea r anv fruit t r e e ; it takes the sub-
stance that belongs to the tree, and 
would be jus t as bad as grass around 
the tree. If the ground is kept rich 
i t will be loose and moist, and never 
suffer from drouth-

I t is bad practice to plow so close 
to a tree as to break the roots ; a tree 
often gets too much top, but never 
too iv.ny roots. In regard to branch-
ing or heading, three feet is high 
enough ""or '-••reenings, and most other 
varie •lOiiid not be more than two 
feet. J'tien the shade of the top al-
ways protects the t runk from the sun, 
and i t is handy picking the wind does 
not affect them, and b1, ¿-s are far 
loss liable to get i.ito the leaning 
trees. One of - best orchards in 
this county is very low, so that you. 
can pick half the fruit from a bench 
not more than four feet high. Nearly 
$2,000 worth of apples were picked 
from this orchard in one season. 
There are seven or eight acres in the 
orchard, but the owner took care of 
his orchard. And yet we see orchards 
all around us dying for want of proper 
care ; but if men will b r ing an orch-
ard into bearing and then let i t die, i t 
is none of my business. I say go 
ahead, it gives a bet ter chance to 
those that do attend to their f rui t 
trees. Tops are often allowed to at-
tain to a size that the roots are unable 

to supply with sap. All dead branch-
es and limbs crossing each other 
should be cut out, and a t ree kep t so 
that one can get around it handy to 
pick the fruit . Good center limbs 
ought always to be left if you want a 
strong, heaily tree, and all tall-grow-
ing varieties ought to be cut b a c k ; 
no danger but what a t ree will get 
high enough. I think we are begin-
ning to find out that the wind blows 
in Michigan now and then. 

As to pruning, perhaps March and 
April is the best time. If we wait 
later other business is on our hands. 
Bet ter trim in the winter than not at 
al l ; and some say that is the best 
t ime ; June and Ju ly is perhaps the 
worst time. Cut the limbs close with 
a fine saw and then use a soft wax 
when the wood is dry and the weather 
is warm enough. Use wax and it will 
adhere to the wood until it is healed 
over. Not one orchard in four in 
this county has half the care it 
ought to have. Better neglect some 
other business. An orchard can not 
be grown in one, or two years. 

A Very Good Letter to the Grange. 

The following paper was read at a 
special meeting of St. Clair County 
Grange, No. 12, held at the hall of 
Grove Grange, Feb. 20th, 1878, and 
by request ol the Grange is sent to 
the V I S I T O R tor publication: 
Brother and Sister Patrons : 

Being an enthusiastic admirer of 
the Grange, I am willing to contrib-
ute my mite to sustain it. First then 
we say: Honor to whom honor is 
due. 

That there is more honest principle 
among people in the couutry than in 
the cities, more vice in cities than in 
the country, will not be denied. As 
long ago as I can remember, advertis-
ers for apprentices closed with "A boy 
from the country pre" -¿ed." Why 
this preference? Undoubtedly from 
the fact that smart j„s alone is not 
the best qualificaf n for business in 
life. What then are the necessary re-
quisites for a farmer? W e answer, a 
good, substantial education in all the 
English br nches taught in common 
schools, with a practical knowledge of 
agriculture in all i ts branches. 

On.- women need the same educa-
tion in the schools, with the same ex-
perience in household affairs. Our 
agricultural pursuits should not be 
confined entirely to the raising of 
crops and stock. Time and money 
both may be properly spent on the 
farm in the ornamental line. A single 
tree—a clump of trees—a hedge — a 
grove—a nicely kept piece of wood-
land bordering on a field, may be a 
source of pleasure and profit to both 
man and beast. 

Our women should receive every 
encouragement and help for embel-
lishing our homes. Not in painting 
and needlework, but out-of-door work 
in the yard and garden. Such as the 
planting and care of shrubbery, flow-
ers, etc. Woman never looks more 
lovely than among these things, ar-

ranged with her own skillful hands. 
The influence upon our children and 
friends of a well cultivated farm with 
these surroundings, may be good in 
our own life, and long after we are 
dead may cause our name to be held 
in grateful remembrance. But what 
relation has this to the Grange ? Very 
much; in fact i t is the foundation 
upon which i t stands. If we as Gran • 
gers are not made better farmers—bet-
ter housekeepers — better and more 
enlightened citizens, the Grange to us 
will become a blank. But rightly 
used it will be a power for good: for in-
stance, in one particular, the settle 
ment of our difficulties in the Grange. 
Farmers very well know how easily a 
chain is broken when twisted and 
kinked up. We have had too many 
kinks in our chain; each one paddling 
his own canoe, when each taking an 
oar would have made it pleasant. Let 
us take out these kinks in our chain. 
Buy no more patent medicines; em-
ploy no more quack doctors; work 
less hours; read more; cultivate less 
land and better; never be idle. 

I t has often been said the idle man's 
brain is the devil 's work-shop. Let 
us furnish our families with good 
reasMng milieu, -books and papers. 
Each farm house should have one ag-
ricultural paper. Each Granger's house 
should have the G R A N G E V I S I T O R and 
as many other papers as money and 
time to read them will permit, always 
remembering that home papers are the 
best. Lucius B F . A C H , Master 

Port Huron Grange, No. 480 

What Shall It B e ! 

A society is jus t what its members 
make it by their conduct and their 
characters. Our members may rest 
assured that the Grange is not going 
to make them or advance their inter-
n s , but they must make the Grange 
first,and through that channel advance 
their interests, socially, intellectually 
and financially. We have heard a 
number of our brethren with whom 
we have conversed,express themselves 
something like this, "Wel l , I don' t 
know; the Grange appears to be a 
good institution; but yet I have never 
received any benefit from it," " Well 
why not?'' This is generally the an-
swer. " I have not been there for a 
number of nights, I 've been so busy." 
In this case it may be easily seen that 
members like this expect the society 
is going to build them up, and at 
the same time they are doing nothing 
to support it by their presence. A 
member like this can easily see that 
if all our members acted like him 
there would be no society at all. If 
members of an order expect to realize 
the full benefit of membership, and 
enjoy the society of their fellow-men, 
they must be faithful, earnest, dili-
gent workers, doing all they can to 
forward its interests. An idle mem-
ber who lacks interest in not attend-
ing regularly the meetings of his 
Grange is a great drawback, and for 
the welfare of the society had 
better disconnect himself at once, as 
such a one does more injury than ten 
men can do good.—Exchange. 
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Diges t . 

The following are the rulings and 
decisions contained in the Digest re-
cently revised and published by the 
National Grange: Preserve these 
numbers for future reference : 

CHAPTER II . 
OK T H E S T A T E G R A N G E . 

SEC. 1. How it is constituted. 
SEC. 2. Of its meetings, jurisdiction and powers. 
SEC. 3. Of its Officers. 

a. Who are eligible to office. 
b. Their election and installation. 
c. Their terms of office. 
d. Their powers and duty. 
e. Their title and rank. 
f. How they may Ve tried and 
g. Vacancies. 

Finances of the State Grange. 

ed. 

SKC. 

S E C T I O N I . 
H O W T H E S T A T E G R A N G E I S C O N S T I -

T U T E D . 

1. F i f t e e n S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s w o r k -
i n g in a S t a t e c a n a p p l y for a u t h o r i t y 
to o r g a n i z e a S t a t e G r a n g e . — C o n . , art. 
viii. sec. o. 

2. T h e S t a t e G r a n g e is c o m p o s e d of 
t h e M a s t e r s a n d P a s t M a s t e r s of S u b o r -
d i n a t e G r a n g e s , a n d t h e i r w i v e s w h o 
are Mat rons .—Pi-earn , to Con. 

3. P a s t M a s t e r s of S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
a n d t he i r w ives w h o a r e M a t r o n s , a r e 
Honorary m e m b e r s of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e , 
e l ig ible to office, bu t no t e n t i t l e d to vote . 
—Pream. to Con. 

-1. Officers of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e w h o 
a r e no t M a s t e r s of S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
a n d t h e i r w i v e s w h o a r e M a t r o n s , a r e 
no t en t i t l ed to v o t e o r to p a r t i c i p a t e in 
t h e d i scuss ions in t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . — 
Decision Court of Appeals, Pro. 9th Sen. 
p. 202. 

•j. T h e office of G e n e r a l D e p u t y of 
t h e S t a l e G r a n g e does no t , u n d e r t h e 
l aws of t h e N a t i o n a l G r a n g e , m a k e t h e 
person so c o m m i s s i o n e d a m e m b e r of 
t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . — D e c i s i o n Court of 
Appeals, Pro. 1()th Ses. p. 16-1. 

G. W h e n t h e n u m b e r of S u b o r d i n a t e 
G r a n g e s in a n y S t a t e becomes so g r e a t 
as to r e n d e r i t necessa ry , t h e S t a t e 
(¿ range m a y , in s u c h m a n n e r as i t m a y 
d e t e r m i n e , r educe i ts r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s b y 
p r o v i d i n g for t h e e lect ion of a cer ta in 
p ropor t ion of those e n t i t l e d to m e m b e r -
s h i p in t h e S t a t e G r a n g e f r o m e a c h 
c o u n t y , a n d t h e m e m b e r s so chosen 
sha l l c o n s t i t u t e t h e v o t i n g m e m b e r s of 
t h e S t a t e G r a n g e ; a n d t h e w i v e s of 
t h o s e so chosen , if M a t r o n s , s h a l l be 
v o t i n g m e m b e r s of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . — 
Pream. to Con. 

S E C T I O N I I . 
O F T H E M E E T I N G S , J U R I S D I C T I O N A N D 

P O W E R S O F T H E S T A T E G R A N G E . 

1. State Granges sha l l m e e t a n n u a l l y 
a t s u c h t i m e a n d p lace as t h e G r a n g e 
s h a l l f r o m y e a r to y e a r d e t e r m i n e , — 
Const., art. ii, sec, 2. 

2. A l l t h e l a w s of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e 
m u s t c o n f o r m to t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d 
l a w s of t h e N a t i o n a l Grange .—Cons t . , 
art. in. 

3. N o re l ig ious or pol i t ical d iscuss ion 
o r ac t ion wi l l be to le ra ted in t h e G r a n g e . 
—Const., art. xi. 

4. T h e S t a t e G r a n g e h a s n o p o w e r to 
s u s p e n d a B y - L a w or C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
p rov i s ion .—Dec i s ion 7. 

5. A S t a t e G r a n g e s h o u l d n o t i n t e r -
fere w i t h t h e d i sc ip l ine or a c t i o n of a 
S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e un less t h e r e was 
m a n i f e s t i n j u s t i c e in i ts ac t ion , or s o m e 
i r r e g u l a r i t y w h i c h w o r k e d in jus t i ce .— 
Dec. Court of Appeals, Pro. 9 th Ses., p. 

6. E a c h S t a t e G r a n g e is a u t h o r i z e d to 
fix t h e re la t ive d i s t ances of S u b o r d i n a t e 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s f r o m e a c h o t h e r . — P r o . 
7 t h Session, p. 77. 

7. E a c h S t a t e G r a n g e m a y es tab l i sh 
r e g u l a t i o n s fo r t h e g o v e r n m o n t of C o u n -
t y a n d D i s t r i c t G r a n g e s w i t h i n i ts o w n 
j u r i s d i c t i o n . — P r e a m . to Con. 

8. A l l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f r o m t h e N a -
t i o n a l to a S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e m u s t 
pass t h r o u g h t h e off ice of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e to w h i c h s u c h S u b o r d i n a t e 
G r a n g e b e l o n g s . — B y - l a w s , art. xxi. 

S E C T I O N I I I . 
O F T H E O F F I C E R S O F T H E S T A T E 

G R A N G E . 

a. Who are Eligible— b. Their Election 
and Installation. 

[See articles under th is head in Chap. 

I , Sec. 3, w h i c h a r e a l i k e a p p l i c a b l e to 
t h e off icers of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . ] 

c. Their Terms of Office. 
1. Off icers of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e ho ld 

t h e i r offices fo r t h e t e r m of t w o years .— 
[Cons t , a r t . i, sec. 2. 

d. Their Powers and Duties. 
2. T h e d u t i e s of t h e off icers of t h e 

S t a t e G r a n g e a r e p resc r ibed b y t h e l a w s 
the reof .—[Cons t . , a r t . i x . 

3. I t is t h e d u t y of al l off icers t o see 
t h a t t h e l aws of t h e O r d e r a r e c a r r i e d 
ou t .—[Cons t . , a r t i, sec. 1. 

4. I f a M a s t e r of a S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e 
re fuses to obey t h e B y - L a w s of h i s G r a n -
ge o r h i s c o n d u c t is p r e jud i c i a l to t h e 
good of t h e O r d e r , t h e G r a n g e m a y pre -
s e n t t h e fac t to t h e M a s t e r of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e , w h o , a f t e r fu l l i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 
m a y s u s p e n d t h e o f f e n d i n g M a s t e r u n t i l 
t h e m e e t i n g of t h e S t a t e (» range .—[De-
cision 10-5. 

5. T h e M a s t e r of a S t a t e G r a n g e has 
no a u t h o r i t y to s u s p e n d f r o m office a n y 
off icer of a S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e e x c e p t 
t h e Mas t e r .—[Dec . C o u r t of A p p e a l s , 
P r o . i)th Ses , p . 202. 

6. T h e M a s t e r of a S t a t e G r a n g e h a s 
p o w e r to a p p o i n t a n d fix t h e c o m p e n -
sa t ion of h i s D e p u t i e s , s u b j e c t to t h e ac-
t ion of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . — [ D e c i s . 96. 

7. T h e M a s t e r of a S t a t e G r a n g e 
h a s t h e u n d o u b t e d r i g h t to fo rb id t h e 
i n i t i a t i o n o r a d v a n c e m e n t of a c a n d i -
d a t e in a S u b o r d i n a t e (» range w h o is 
c lear ly ine l ig ib le to m e m b e r s h i p . — [ D e -
c is ion C o u r t o f A p . , P r o . 9 th Ses. , p . 202. 

8. I n case sa t i s fac to ry e v i d e n c e shal l 
c o m e to t h e M a s t e r of a S t a t e G r a n g e , 
t h a t a G r a n g e h a s been o rgan ized con-
t r a r y to t h e l a w s a n d usages of t h e Or -
de r , o r is w o r k i n g in v io la t ion of t h e 
s a m e , o r is in a r r e a r s fo r t w o o r m o r e 
q u a r t e r s , i t sha l l be t h e d u t y of t h e 
M a s t e r to s u s p e n d o r r e v o k e t h e c h a r t e r 
of s u c h o f f e n d i n g G r a n g e , if in h i s 
o p i n i o n t h e good of t h e O r d e r r equ i r e s 
s u c h a c t i o n . — r B y - l a w s , a r t . x v i i , sec. 1. 

9. I t is espec ia l ly e n j o i n e d on Mas te r s 
of S t a t e G r a n g e s to use al l d i l igence in 
r e s t o r i n g d o r m a n t G r a n g e s to a n ac t i ve 
w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n , a n d in al l eases 
w h e r e t h i s is n o t possible , to cause t h e 
r e v o k a t i o n of t h e i r c h a r t e r s in t h e m a n -
n e r p r o v i d e d by o u r u s a g e . — [ P r o . !>th 
Ses., p . 13-5. 

10. T h e M a s t e r sha l l dec ide al l ques -
t i ons of l a w a n d usage a r i s i n g in t h e 
S t a t e G r a n g e , o r r e fe r red to h i m b y a n y 
m e m b e r of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e , or b r o u g h t 
by a p p e a l f r o m M a s t e r s of S u b o r d i n a t e 
(»ranges , sub j ec t to a n a p p e a l to t h e 
M a s t e r of t h e N a t i o n a l G r a n g e . — [ B y -
laws, a r t . iii, sec. 2. 

11. T h e M a s t e r can n o t s u s p e n d a 
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n o r a r t ic le in 
t h e By- laws .—[Dec is ion 6. 

12. I n t h e e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n of t h e se-
c re t w o r k of t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h e 
w r i t t e n l a w of t h e O r d e r , t h e dec i s ions 
of t h e M a s t e r m u s t be respected a n d 
o b e y e d u n t i l r eve r sed by decis ion of t h e 
M a s t e r of t h e N a t i o n a l o r S t a t e (» range , 
o r b y ac t ion of t h e N a t i o n a l o r S t a t e 
G r a n g e . — [ D e c i s i o n 67. 

13. T h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e 
s h a l l p a y to t h e T r e a s u r e r of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e al l m o n e y s c o m i n g i n t o h i s 
h a n d s , a t least once e v e r y t h i r t y days , 
t a k i n g h i s r ece ip t t h e r e f o r ; a n d sha l l 
r e p o r t q u a r t e r l y , t o t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e 
N a t i o n a l G r a n g e , t h e m e m b e r s h i p in 
t h e S t a t e .—[Cons . , a r t . v i i , sec. 3. 

14. T h e Sec re t a ry of each S t a t e G r a n g e 
s h a l l s e n d to t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e N a -
t ional G r a n g e t w o p r i n t e d copies of t h e 
P r o c e e d i n g s of h i s S t a t e G r a n g e as soon 
as p r a c t i c a b l e a f t e r e a c h a n n u a l sess ion, 
a n d a l so copies of t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d 
B y - l a w s of h i s S t a t e G r a n g e . — [ B y - l a w s , 
a r t . 20. 

15. T h e S e c r e t a r y m u s t r e p o r t q u a r -
t e r l y , to t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e N a t i o n a l 
G r a n g e , t h e m e m b e r s h i p in t h e S ta te , 
—[Cons . , a r t . v i i , see 3. 

16. T h e Secre ta r i es of S t a t e G r a n g e s 
a r e i n s t r u c t e d , i n m a k i n g t h e i r q u a r -
t e r ly r epor t s , t o r e t u r n t h e i r G r a n g e s as 
f o l l o w s : 

F i r s t — A c t u a l w o r k i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
n o t d e l i n q u e n t to t h e S t a t e G r a n g e in 
d u e s fo r m o r e t h a n t w o q u a r t e r s . On 
t h e s e t h e T r e a s u r e r of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e 
sha l l p a y dues as r e q u i r e d b y t h e C o n -
s t i t u t i o n . 

S e c o n d — G r a n g e s w h i c h h a v e been 
w o u n d u p b y conso l ida t ion w i t h o t h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . T h e s e s h a l l be m a r k -
ed oppos i t e t h e i r n u m b e r on t h e r e t u r n 
w i t h t h e l e t t e r C. 

T h i r d — G r a n g e s w h o s e c h a r t e r s h a v e 
b e e n r e v o k e d b y c o m p e t e n t a u t h o r i t y . 
T h e s e s h a l l be m a r k e d R . 

F o u r t h — G r a n g e s w h i c h h a v e fai led 
to r e p o r t to t h e S t a t e G r a n g e fo r t w o o r 
m o r e q u a r t e r s , o r h a v e d i s b a n d e d vol-
u n t a r i l y o r passed ou t of e x i s t e n c e in 
o t h e r w a y s t h a n t h a t p r o v i d e d b y t h e 

C o n s t i t u t i o n . T h i s class of G r a n g e s 
! shal l be classed as d o r m a n t G r a n g e s , a n d 

m a r k e d oppos i t e t h e i r n u m b e r w i t h t h e 
; l e t te r D . On t h e t h r e e l a s t - n a m e d class-
; es no dues will be col lected b y t h e N a -

t iona l G r a n g e : p rov ided , h o w e v e r , t h a t 
' in case a n y of t h e G r a n g e s m a r k e d dor -

m a n t sha l l be r ev ived a n d b e c o m e w o r k -
i n g o rgan i za t i ons , t h e y sha l l be r e p o r t e d 
as s u c h , a n d dues paid u p o n t h e m e m -
b e r s h i p . — [ P r o c . 9 th Ses. , p . 134. 

17. T h e t r u e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h e fore-
g o i n g p a r a g r a p h is t h a t t h e Sec re t a r i e s 
of S t a t e G r a n g e s in m a k i n g u p t h e i r re-
po r t s t o t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e N a t i o n a l 
G r a n g e a r e i n s t r u c t e d to i n c l u d e in t h i s 
sa id f o u r t h class al l (» ranges t h a t h a v e 
fai led t o r e p o r t to t h e S t a t e G r a n g e fo r 
t w o q u a r t e r s , o r h a v e v o l u n t a r i l y dis-
b a n d e d , o r h a v e passed o u t of e x i s t e n c e 
in a n y o t h e r m a n n e r t h a n t h a t p rov id -
ed by t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . O n t h i s c lass 
of (»ranges n o d u e s sha l l be col lected b y 
t h e N a t i o n a l G r a n g e , t h e r e b y r e q u i r i n g 
S t a t e G r a n g e s to p a y d u e s fo r o n l y o n e 
q u a r t e r a f t e r t h e G r a n g e s h a v e ceased 
to r epor t to t h e m . — [ P r o . 10th Ses . , p . 47. 

18. T h e T r e a s u r e r of each S t a t e ( ¡ r a n -
ge sha l l depos i t to t h e c r e d i t of t h e N a -
t iona l G r a n g e of P a t r o n s of H u s b a n d r y , j 
w i t h s o m e b a n k i n g o r t r u s t c o m p a n y , 
(to be selected b y t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m - j 
m i t t e e , ) in q u a r t e r l y i n s t a l l m e n t s , t h e 
a n n u a l d u e s of five c e n t s for e a c h m e m -
ber in h i s S t a t e , a n d f o r w a r d t h e re-
ceip ts for t h e s a m e to t h e T r e a s u r e r of ! 
t h e N a t i o n a l G r a n g e . — [ C o n s . , a r t . vi i , 
sec, 4. 

19. D e p u t i e s c a n g i v e t h e A . W . to n o 
o n e e x c e p t to M a s t e r s of n e w ( » r a n g e s 
o rgan i zed by t h e m . D e p u t i e s c a n n o t ! 
t r y cases of i m p e a c h m e n t u n l e s s a u t h o r -
ized so to do by t h e M a s t e r of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e . — [ D e c . 81, P r o . 8 th Ses. , p p . 91 i 
a n d 141. 

e. Their Title and Pan/:. 
[See a r t i c l e s u n d e r t h i s h e a d in C h a p . 

1, Sec. 3, w h i c h a r e a l i k e a p p l i c a b l e to 
t h e off icers of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . ] 

/ . How They may be Tried and Removed. 
20. M a s t e r s of S t a t e G r a n g e s , a n d 

t h e i r w ives w h o a r e M a t r o n s , s h a l l be 
t r ied o n l y in t h e N a t i o n a l Grange .— 
[P roc . 10th Ses. , p. 118. 

21. O t h e r off icers of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e 
a r e a m e n a b l e to t h e M a s t e r a n d E x e c u -
t i ve C o m m i t t e e of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e in 
t h e i n t e r v a l s b e t w e e n t h e sess ions of 
t h e S t a t e G r a n g e , s u b j e c t to a p p e a l 
t h e r e t o . — [ D e c . 104. 

22. W h e n a n y off icer ( excep t t h e M a s -
ter ) fai ls o r r e f u s e s to p r o p e r l y p e r f o r m 
t h e d u t i e s of h i s off iee h e m a y be sus -
p e n d e d o r r e m o v e d , a f t e r a fa i r t r ia l , b y 
vo te of t h e G r a n g e . — [ D e c . 107. 

g. Vacancies. 
[See ar t ic les u n d e r t h i s h e a d in C h a p . 

1, Sec. 3, w h i c h a r e a l i k e a p p l i c a b l e to 
S t a t e G r a n g e . ] 

S E C T I O N I V . 
O F T H E F I N A N C E S O F T H E S T A T E 

G R A N G E . 

1. T h e r e v e n u e s of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e 
a r e de r ived e x c l u s i v e l y f r o m fees a n d 
d u e s pa id b y t h e S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
w i t h i n i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

F i r s t — Membership fees; w h i c h a r e 
t h e fees pa id by S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
on a l l p e r s o n s i n i t i a t e d d u r i n g t h e pre -
c e d i n g q u a r t e r . 

S e c o n d — Q u a r t e r l y dues; w h i c h a r e 
t h e a s s e s s m e n t s m a d e on t h e m e m b e r -
s h i p of t h e S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s . T h e 
a m o u n t of s u c h fees a n d d u e s to be p a i d 
by t h e S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s , is to be de-
t e r m i n e d by t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . — [ C o n s . , 
a r t . vi i , sec. 2. 

2. S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s a r e e x e m p t 
f r o m t h e p a y m e n t of m e m b e r s h i p fees 
to t h e S t a t e G r a n g e on a c c o u n t of C h a r -
te r m e m b e r s . — [ D e c . 84. 

3. A l l fees a n d dues to t h e S t a t e G r a n g e 
s h o u l d be f o r w a r d e d to t h e S e c r e t a r y 
of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e b y t h e S e c r e t a r y of 
t h e S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e a t t h e b e g i n -
n i n g of e a c h q u a r t e r . — [ C o n s . , a r t . vi , 
see. 2. 

4. A l l m o n e y s c o m i n g i n to t h e h a n d s 
of t h e S e c r e t a r y m u s t be pa id ove r by 
t n i l t " n f n f < p r tr\ t l i o r I'»«/»««o « i n > „ c « i . » . 

CHAPTER III. 
O F D I S T R I C T G R A N G E S . 

1. D i s t r i c t G r a n g e s a r e composed of 
t w o c lasses of m e m b e r s : 

F i r s t — M a s t e r s a n d P a s t Mas te r s of 
S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s , a n d t h e i r wives 
w h o a r e M a t r o n s . 

S e c o n d — S u c h F o u r t h - d e g r e e m e m -
bers of S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s a t t a c h e d to 
t h e D i s t r i c t G r a n g e s as m a y be elected 
t h e r e t o b y t h e . S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
to w h i c h t h e y be long .— [ P r e a m b l e to 
C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

T h e off icers of a D i s t r i c t G r a n g e a r e 
t h e s a m e , in n a m e a n d r a n k , w i t h the 
off icers in t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . — [ C o n s t i -
t u t i o n , a r t . i, see. 1. 

3. D i s t r i c t G r a n g e s a r e sub jec t to 
regu la t ions , to be p re sc r ibed b y t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e to w h i c h t h e y b e l o n g . — [ P r e -
a m b l e t o C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

4. T h e r e can be o n l y o n e Dis t r i c t 
G r a n g e in a c o u n t y . — [ P r e a m . to Cons t . 

•">. D i s p e n s a t i o n s for D i s t r i c t (» ranges 
i s sue f r o m t h e S t a t e G r a n g e . — [ I ' r e a m . 
to C o n s t . 

6. D i s t r i c t o r C o u n t y G r a n g e s sha l l 
h a v e c h a r g e of t h e e d u c a t i o n a l a n d bus-
iness i n t e r e s t s of t h e O r d e r in t h e i r re-
s p e c t i v e D i s t r i c t s ; a n d sha l l encou rage , 
s t r e n g t h e n , a n d a id t h e S u b o r d i n a t e 
(» ranges r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r e i n . — [ P r e a m -
ble to C o n s t . 

7. T h e off icers in t h e D i s t r i c t G r a n g e s 
a r e c h o s e n a n n u a l l y , a t s u c h t i m e as t h e 
Dis t r ic t G r a n g e m a y d e t e r m i n e . — [ C o n -
s t i t u t i o n , a r t . i, sec. 2. 

8. (» ranges in a d j o i n i n g c o u n t i e s m a y 
fo rm D i s t r i c t G r a n g e s . — [ P r o c e e d i n g s 
9th Ses . , p . 173. 

CHAPTER IV. 
O F T H E S U B O R D I N A T E G R A N G E . 

SEC. 1. How Constituted. 
SEC. Of its Charter. 

a. How procured. 
b. How vacated. 

SEC. 3. Of its Meetings, Jurisdiction and Power. 
SEC, -1. Of Membership. 

a. Who may be admitted. 
b. How membership is acquired. 
c. Incidents of membership, rights and 

duties. 
SEC.'S. Revenues of the Subordinate Grange. 

a. Hues and fees of members. 
b. Its dues to the State Orange. 

SEC, G. Of the Officers of a Subordinate Grange. 
a. Who are eligible to office. 
b. Their election aud installation. 
c. Their term of office. 
<1. Their rank and title. 
e. Their powers and duties. 
i. How they may be tried and removed. 
g. Vacancies. 

t h a t off icer to t h e T r e a s u r e r of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e , e v e r y t h i r t y d a y s . — [ C o n s . , a r t . 
vi i , sec. 3. 

5. A l l bil ls m u s t be a p p r o v e d b y 
t h e M a s t e r a n d c o u n t e r s i g n e d by t h e 
S e c r e t a r y , be fo re t h e y can be pa id b y 
t h e P r e a s u r e r . — [ C o n s . , a r t . x , sec. 2. 

6. T h e S t a t e G r a n g e m u s t , t h r o u g h 
i t s T r e a s u r e r , p a y to t h e N a t i o n a l 
(» range , in q u a r t e r l y i n s t a l l m e n t s , a n 
a n n u a l d u e of five c e n t s fo r e a c h m e m -
b e r . — [ C o n s . , a r t . vii, sec. 4. 

7. S t a t e G r a n g e s s h a l l d a t e t h e i r fi-
n a n c i a l e x i s t e n c e t h r e e m o n t h s a f t e r t h e 
first d a y of J a n u a r y , first d a y of A p r i l 
first d a y of J u l y , o r first d a y of O c t o b e r 
i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g t h e i r o r g a n i z a -
t i o n . — [ B y - l a w s , a r t . x , sec. 2. 

S E C T I O N I . 
H O W S U B O R D I N A T E G R A N G E S A R E C O N -

S T I T U T E D . 

1. W h e r e n o S t a t e G r a n g e h a s been 
o r g a n i z e d , s u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s m a y be 
e s t a b l i s h e d b y a D e p u t y a p p o i n t e d b y 
t h e M a s t e r of t h e N a t i o n a l G r a n g e . — 
[ C o n s t . , a r t . i, sec. 3. 

2. S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s w i t h i n t h e 
j u r i s d i c t i o n of a S t a t e G r a n g e m u s t be 
o r g a n i z e d b y t h e M a s t e r of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e , o r by s o m e o t h e r off icer a u t h -
orized to d o so b y t h e M a s t e r of t h e 
S t a t e G r a n g e . — [ D e c i s . 96. 

3. T h o s e p e r s o n s , a n d those o n l y , w h o 
a r e e n r o l l e d a s m e m b e r s a t t h e o rgan iz -
a t i o n of a G r a n g e a r e ca l led Charter 
Members. T h e i r n u m b e r s h a l l n o t be 
less t h a n n i n e m e n a n d f o u r w o m e n , 
a n d n o m o r e t h a n t w e n t y m e n and 
t w e n t y w o m e n . — [ C o n s . , a r t . viii , sec. 4. 

4. A f t e r a d i s p e n s a t i o n h a s been issued, 
a n o t h e r n a m e c a n n o t be s u b s t i t u t e d for 
t h e n a m e of a n y C h a r t e r Member .— 
[Decis . 3. 

5. A pe r son w h o s e n a m e was enro l led 
a n d fee pa id a t t h e t i m e of t h e organiz-
a t i o n , t h o u g h n o t t h e n p r e s e n t , m a y be 
ob l iga ted a f t e r w a r d , i n t h e s a m e m a n -
n e r as o t h e r C h a r t e r m e m b e r s . — [ D e c . 4. 

6. T h e e x i s t e n c e of a S u b o r d i n a t e 
G r a n g e c o m m e n c e s a t t h e d a t e of the 
d i s p e n s a t i o n . — [ D e c . 1. 

7. U n t i l d i s p e n s a t i o n h a s been receiv-
ed, a G r a n g e h a s n o r i g h t to i n i t i a t e or 
e x p e l m e m b e r s , to co l l ec t o r p a y over 
dues , o r to t r a n s a c t a n y b u s i n e s s as a 
G r a n g e . A t t h e t i m e of i t s o rganiza-
t i o n , c o m m i t t e e s m a y be a p p o i n t e d to 
p r e p a r e B y - l a w s , a n d to s e c u r e a room 
for m e e t i n g s . T h e i r r e p o r t s h o u l d no t 
be m a d e o r a c t e d u p o n u n t i l t h e d ispen-
sa t ion h a s been r e c e i v e d . — [ D e c . 2. 

S E C T I O N I I . 
O F T H E C H A R T E R O F A S U B O R D I N A T E 

G R A N G E . 
a. How Procured. 

1. A l l C h a r t e r s a n d D i s p e n s a t i o n s issue 
d i r ec t l y f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l Grange .— 
[ C o n s . , a r t . v i i i , sec. 1. 

2. N i n e m e n a n d fou r w o m a n , h a v i n g 
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received the four S u b o r d i n a t e Degrees , 
may receive a Di spensa t ion to o rgan ize 
a Subord ina t e Grange .—[Cons . , a r t . v i n , 
sec. 2. 

.'!. Appl ica t ions for D i spensa t i ons or 
Charters shal l be m a d e to t h e S e c r e t a r y 
of the Na t iona l G r a n g e , a n d be s igned 
by the persons a p p l y i n g for t h e same , 
and be accompanied by a fee of f i f t een 
dollars.—[Cons., a r t . v i i i , sec. 3. 

4. W h e r e S ta te G r a n g e s a re o rgan iz -
ed Dispensat ions for t h e o rgan iza t ion 
o f ' t h e Subord ina te Granges , the re to fo re 
issued, m u s t be replaced by C h a r t e r 
f rom the Na t iona l G r a n g e w i t h o u t f u r -
ther fee ; a n d the rea f t e r all app l i ca t i ons 
for Char ters for S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
must pass t h rough the office of t h e Mas-
ter of t he Sta te G r a n g e , a n d m u s t be a p -
proved by h im before t h e y a re issued by 
the Nat ional Grange . W h e n so issued, 
t he Char te r mus t pass t h r o u g h t h e office 
of t he Secre tary of the S ta te G r a n g e and 
receive the s igna tu re and official seal of 
t ha t office.—[Cons., a r t vii i , sec. (i. 

/>. How Vacated. 

Ö. T h e Char t e r of a 
ge may be suspended 
Master of t he S ta le G 
tory e v i d e n c e -

Firs t—That it h a s I 
t ra ry to the laws 
Orde r ; 

Second—That it is 
to the s a m e ; 

Thi rd—That it is if 
more quar ters . [ 
sec. 1. 

8. Granges whose 
revoked may appes 
< ¡range a t i ts n e x t si 
action of t ha t l.od\ 

S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n -
or revoked by t h e 
r ange on sa t is fac-

een organized eon-
a n d usages of t h e 

w o r k i n g c o n t r a r y 

i a r rea rs for t w o or 
By-laws, a r t . xv i i , 

C h a r i t re th 
to the N a t i o n a l 

for t he final 
ivvs, a r t . 

sec. 
- [By 

7. A Subordin 
from the S ta te ( 
Grange.—[Dec-is 

8. W h e n e v 

ail appea l 
N a t i o n a l 

ei of a ( ¡ range c a n n o t be 
there is t h e m i n i m u m 

•d by the Cons t i tu t ion to 
viz. : n i n e men a n d four 

us of r e t a in ing i t .—[De-

;u (iiat 
• necesi 
l a r ter f> 

refuses to provide 
:iry regalia is l iable 
>r v io la t ing t h e law 
er.—[Decis. 108. 

r evoked , all 

its Orange 
r ange lo l! 
I oil. 

.. ............ <, O r a n g e is reduced be-
low the m i n i m u m n u m b e r of m e m b e r s 
required by the Cons t i tu t ion as C h a r t e r 
members , its (. 'barter m u s t be s u r r e n -
dered th rough tiie Secre ta ry of t h e S t a t e 
Grange to tlie Na t iona l Orange.— [De-
cision 90. 

!). T h e Cha: 
surrendered i 
n u m b e r requi 
form a Graugi 
women , desir 
cision 8!). 

HI. A Gran ; 
itself with tlx 
to loss of i ts Ci 
and usage of t h e Ord 

11. W h e n a Char t , 
books, jewels, regalia a n d seal of t h e . 
Grange , revert to the N a t i o n a l G r a n g e , ! 
to he held in t rust , and r e t u r n e d upon 
the restoration of t h e Char te r .—[Decis -
ion ill. L 

12. T h a t t he fact t ha t a G r a n g e m a y 
have been deprived of t h e possession of 
its Char ter , by accident , or o the rwise , 
than by act of the proper au thor i t i es , 
does no t destroy its legal ex i s tence or 
inval idate i ts acts.—[Dec. C o u r t of Ap-
peals, Pro . 10th Ses., p. 104. 

18. W h e n a Char t e r has been revoked 
or surrendered, appl ica t ion for i ts resto-
ration must be m a d e t h rough the Secre-
ta ry ot t he Sta te Grange to t h e Na t iona l 
i . range.—[Decis . 92. 

14. A new Orange can n o t be formed 
in the jur i sd ic t ion of a s u s p e n d e d G r a n g e 
d u r i n g the t irneof its s u s p e n s i o n . - [ P r o -
ceedings 8th Ses., pp. 01 a n d 140. 

l >. A Orange m a y vacate i ts C h a r t e r 
by consol idat ing wi th a n o t h e r G r a n g e , 
in the m a n n e r fol lowing : 

W h e n two G r a n g e s wish to consoli-
date, permission to do so m u s t f i rs t be 
obtained of t he Mas te r of t he S ta te 
Grange . O n e of t he G r a n g e s m u s t t h e n 
vote to su r r ende r i ts C h a r t e r a n d to 
consolidate wi th the o t h e r ; a n d t h e 
other mus t vole to receive all t h e m e m -
tiers of t he s u r r e n d e r i n g Grange . 

A copy of each vote, du ly a u t h e n t i -
t r a i >smi t t ed to t h e Secre-

re u l e f , h r ^ I a i e G r a n S e ' »<"» <be su r -
rendered Char te r m u s t be r e t u r n e d to 
the Ra t iona l Grange , t h r o u g h t h e S ta te 
Grange with the fact a n d da te of i ts 
* Z r r t n n e r n " ' «"»«»Hdation endorsed 
thereon, au thent ica ted by t h e seal a n d 

o S r rR i6 8 e c r e t a i > ' o f t h e S ta te Oiange .—[By- laws , ar t . xv i . 

L O O K ON T H E C H E E R F U L S I D E . — I t i s 

a great misfoitune to have a fretful 
disposition. It takes the fragrance out 
of one's life, and leaves only the seeds 
where a cheerlul disposition ought to 
Woom. The habit of fretting is one 
that grows rapidly „„less it is sternly 
repressed. 3 

Reduction of Fees. 

The following letter irom the Sec-
retary of the National Grange, will be 
read with interest, by the members of 
the Order in tliis State: 

N A T I O N A L G R A N G E , P . OK H . , ) 
Apalachicola, Fla., Feb. 23, 1878. [ 

J . J . W O O D M A N , Master of the State 
Grange of Michigan: 
Worthy Brother:—The amendment 

reducing fees of membership for men 
to three dollars, and women to one dol 
lar, has been adopted. The second 
amendment rejected. 

Yours, fraternally, 
O. II. K E L L E V , Secretary. 

Although the Amendment to the 
Constitution is ratified, yet it will not 
be a part ol the Constitution until so 
declared by the Master of the Nation-
al Grange. His proclamation will soon 
be made, and then candidates can be 
initiated at the reduced fees. 

I congratulate the members of the 
Order generally, upon this change in 
our Organic Law. The membership 
fees before did not seem to be excess-
ive, but candidates could not be rec-
onciled to the discrimination made 
between charter and initiatory fees. 
By this amendment, all are brought 
upon a common level, and the fee 
made so low, that no farmer can afford 
to stay out of the Grange, if he con-
sults his own interest. 

From the reports which come to me 
from almost every portion of the State, 
1 am satisfied that the Order is in a 
prosperous condition, and the mem-
bership will be largely increased dur-
ing the present year. 

Farmers who have not identified 
themselves with the Order, are begin-
ning to see and acknowledge that the 
only hope for the Agriculturist of this 
country,is through organized and unit-
ed interests. The Order has already 
accomplished much,—its influence for 
good has been felt, not only in the 
Grange, the family circle, in the man-
agement of the farm, and in the social 
and business relations of its members, 
but it has extended to Legislative and 
Congressional halls; and if the prayers 
of the thousands of earnest petition-
ers that have been sent up to the pres 
ent Congress against the repeal or re-
duction of the tariff on wool and other 
agricultural products, are unheeded, 
as were our petitions to the last Leg-
islature of our own State, it will only 
necessitate redoubled action on our 
part. The time for earnest work has 
come. Let no one be idle or indiffer-
ent. Every member should feel that 
a responsibility rests upon him or'ker. 
The Subordinate and County Granges 
should co-operate together, in one 
united effort, to strengthen the weak 
and encourage the faint-hearted. The 
meetings of the Granges must be made 
interesting; so that the members will 
feel that they cannot afford to be ab-
sent. The dead branches must be 
lopped off, and new members added. 
Then let fraternal unity and harmony 
accompany our good works, and we 
shall march proudly on to victory. 

S T A N D by your friends, let come 
what may, is a good motto. If you 
don't stand by them you needn't ex-
pect them to stand by you. So wheth-
er they be friends of high or low 
degree, in affluence or poverty, stick 
to them and don't stop to see whether 
it will pay or whether it will be popu-
lar. Whenever you prove traitor and 
desert those who have stood up for 
and fought your battles, you will find 
yourself without any one to congratu-
late you upon your achievements, or 
comiort you in an evil hour when 
misfortunes come thick and fast. 

Full of interest—A long note over 
due. 

Report of the Farm Visiting Committee 
So . 2. 

To Oakicood Grange, No. 333 : 
The Committee on Visiting Farms, 

having performed that duty, offer the 
following report: 

Our first call was at Brother and 
Sister Palmer's, who were not at home; 
therefore it will be necessary for some 
other Committee to visit them, al-
though as far as our observation ex-
tended, we found everything in nice 
shape, wagon and carriage weli-housed, 
their wood well piled and under 
cover, and, we thought, a trusty dog 
to watch the premises in their absence. 

Our next call was at Brother and 
Sister Rich's. Sister Rich informed 
us where we would find stable room 
for our horses, Brother Rich being out 
after a load oi wood, but he got back 
just in time to fasten us in his carriage 
house, but soon relented and opened 
the door and invited us into the 
house, where we found a good fire and 
everything looking cheerful. And by 
enquiry, we found that his and liis 
father's farm, consisted of 2f>8 acres, 
45 acres of timber.and 223 improved. 
Their principal crops are wheat, corn, 
and clover. Sowing clover after 
wheat, plant corn, then fallow, and 
sow wheat and seed to clover. Sixty 
acres of wheat on the ground—40 of 
Clawson, 10 Egyptian, and 10 White 
Amber, all looking well. Twenty 
acres of this wheat is on clover sod, 
and 40 sown on summer fallow. Bro. 
Rich applies manure on fallow ground 
in the spring and plows in and cross-
plows the same for wheat. 

Their wheat has averaged lor the 
last five years 20 bushels per acre, 
this season 15. Wheat crop this year 
805 bushels. They raised 45 acres of 
corn for the last five years lias been 
50 bushels per acre, last year 80, this 
3rear 40 bushels to the acre. They 
feed most of their corn to stock on 
the farm. 

Their cattle are natives, with the 
exception of a lew good grades. We 
find their hogs, a cross of Poland and 
Chester. They have six head of work-
horses, one colt; a very fine lot of 
poultry, about 50 half-blood Cochin, 
and a few full-blood buff Cochin. 
Their farm implements and tools were 
well-housed. 

At about the hour of 12 we were 
invited into the dining-room to par-
take of a sumptuous meal, prepared 
by Sister Rich alone, which was gotten 
up in a most superb manner, of which 
we partook with ravenous appetites. 

Their children were apparently all 
from home, as we did not see them; 
but should think when at home they 
must enjoy themselves, surrounded 
with all the comforts of life, and 
everything to make home attractive. 

Alter dinner we called on C. W. 
Rich, and had a very pleasant chat 
with him for a short time, in regard 
to farming and other topics. Auntie 
Rich was not at home, therefore we 
did not see her, which we regretted 
very much. 

Our next call was on Theron Wilson 
and family. We found them looking 
very cozy, and we thought—happy. 
Their farm consists of 200 acres; 135 
improved, the remainder timber, con-
sisting of white oak, burr oak and 
hickory. Thirty acres of wheat on 
the ground, six of Clawson, 24 of 
Egyptian. I t looks well. Principal 
crops, wheat, corn, timothy, and clo-
ver; sows timothy and clover after 
wheat. 

They draw manure out in the fall 
and plow it under in the spring for 
corn. Wheat, for the past five years, 
has averaged 18 bush, per acre; three 
years ago the yield was 30 bush, per 
acre, last year 15; last year's wheat 
crop was 560 bushels. Corn crop, 40 
bush, per acre for the past five years. 

Principal part of the corn crop was 
fed on the farm. Cattle are native 
breed. We also noticed a fine lot of 
poultry—140 Brahmas, 10 Black Co-
chins. Hogs, Poland and Chester 
White, cross. There is 30 acres of 
wheat on the ground, which looks 
well. Their youngest son, six months 
old, was at home, but had not fairly 
made up his mind whether he would 
go in to raising grain or stick to the 
dairy business. Ilis farming tools 
were well housed. 

.TAMES P H I L I P S , 
J O H N B K R G E R , 
C . Y. G I N V A N , 

Committee. 

H a m i l t o n , Feb . 20th, 1878. 
Bro. J. T. Cobb : 

N o t h a v i n g seen a n y t h i n g in t h e VIS-
ITOR f r o m t h i s c o r u e r o f V a n B u r e n Co., 
I wil l pen a f ew l ines . T h e last session 
of V a n B u r e n C o u n t y G r a n g e . N o . 13, 
w a s h e l d a t P o r t e r Cen t r e , Feb . 7 th . 
T h e d i f f e r e n t G r a n g e s of t h e c o u n t y 
w e r e mos t ly wel l r ep re sen t ed by wide-
a w a k e a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c B r o t h e r s a n d 
Sis ters , a m o n g w h o m w e r e the W . M. 
of t h e S t a t e G r a n g e , J . .1. W o o d m a n , 
a n d h i s b ro the r , D a v i d W o o d m a n , w h o 
is M a s t e r of o u r C o u n t y G r a n g e a n d o n e 
of V a n B u r e n C o u n t y ' s best f a r m e r s ; 
also W o r t h y L e c t u r e r .1. O. K e i t h , w h o 
is a s t r o n g a d v o c a t e of co-opera t ion , 
l i e g a v e an i n t e r e s t i n g r epor t of 
h i s vis i ts to t h e d i f f e r en t ( ¡ r a n g e s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t y ; s t a t i n g t h a t 
t h e y were n e v e r in a m o r e p rospe rous 
cond i t ion t h a n a t t h e p r e s e n t t ime . T h e 
dead a n d diseased b r a n c h e s h a v e been 
p r u n e d o u t a n d left t h e t ree h e a l t h y 
a n d vigorous. H e favored us w i t h a 
s h o r t address , in w h i c h h e s ta ted t h a t 
those G r a n g e s t h a t e n joye d t h e bes t a d -
v a n t a g e s for co-opera t ion in b u y i n g a n d 
se l l ing , w e r e g e n e r a l l y t h e most pros-
perous . Said h e h a d a l w a y s bel ieved 
in eo-opera t ion s i n c e be was a y o u n g 
m a n , w h e n h e co-operated w i t h a cer-
ta in y o u n g lady w h o w a s a lso a bel iever 
in co-opera t ion ! O n t h e w h o l e we h a d 
a ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g m e e t i n g , in sp i te of 
m u d a n d t h r e a t e n i n g w e a t h e r , w h i c h 
p r e v e n t e d m a n y f r o m a t t e n d i n g . 

I n the e v e n i n g , t h e 4 th Degree m e m -
bers p r e s e n t m a n i f e s t e d the i r app rec i a -
t ion of t he good work t h e C o u n t y G r a n -
g e w a s d o i n g by j o i n i n g o u r r a n k s — 
t w e l v e took t h e 5 t h degree . W . M . 
J . J . W o o d m a n assisted in t h e ce remo-
n y , w h i c h w a s c o n d u c t e d in a beau t i fu l 
a n d i m p r e s s i v e m a n n e r . 

T h e sub j ec t of co-operat ion w a s dis-
cussed a t s o m e l eng th d u r i n g t h e even -
ing . a n d s t eps t a k e n to o rgan ize a j o i n t 
s tock c o m p a n y for t h e pu rpose of open -
i n g a co-opera t ive s to re in th i s c o u n t y : 
§450.00 was subsc r ibed , w i t h p r o m i s e s 
of m o r e w h e n w a n t e d , W e w e r e e n -
t e r t a ined by t h e b r o t h e r s anil s i s te rs of 
P o r t e r G r a n g e , N o . 23, d u r i n g t h e d a y , 
a n d m a n y of u s u n t i l t h e n e x t d a y , as 
t r u e P a t r o n s k n o w so well h o w to en t e r -
ta in those t h r o w n upon t h e i r hosp i t a l i t y . 

I a m g lad to see t h e i n c r e a s i n g in t e r -
est m a n i f e s t e d in f avo r of C o u n t y G r a n -
ges. I t h i n k t h e y a re c a p a b l e of do ing 
a va s t a m o u n t of good for t h e Order , 
a n d I h o p e t h e t i m e is no t far d i s t a n t 
w h e n every ac t ive m e m b e r of t h e Sub-
o r d i n a t e G r a n g e wil l see t h e necess i ty 
of j o i n i n g h a n d s w i t h us to he lp sus-
ta in a n d p u s h on , t h e g r a n d e s t m o v e -
m e n t t h a t e v e r was m a d e in the in t e re s t 
of t h e f a r m e r . 

O u r n e x t m e e t i n g wil l be a t L a w -
rence , on t h e 14th of M a r c h , for t h e 
pu rpose of pe r f ec t i ng o u r a r r a n g e m e n t s 
for t he s tore, a n d for d o i n g s u c h o the r 
bus iness as m a y c o m e before the G r a n g e . 
I t is h o p e d t h a t e v e r y P a t r o n in t h i s 
c o u n t y w h o is i n t e re s t ed in the p rosper -
i ty of t h e Order , a n d c a n , will be pres-
e n t , a n d come p repa red to g ive e n c o u r -
a g e m e n t to t h e en t e rp r i s e , both in voice 
a n d means . B u t I a m t a k i n g u p too 
m u c h space a n d wi l l close. 

Y o u r s , f r a t e r n a l l y , 
A F U L L - B L O O D E D G R A N G E R . 

S . I I . M a l l o r y , E x , Sec 'y 355. 

Yps i l an t i , F e b . 28th, 1878. 
Worthy Brother J. T. Cobb : 

A s w e u n d e r s t a n d t h e r e is a s t a n d i n g 
i n v i t a t i o n to P a t r o n s to f u r n i s h r epo r t s 
t o t h e G R A N G E V I S I T O R , w e t o o k a s t e p 
in t h a t d i rec t ion W e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g , 
F e b . 27th. A t t h e r egu la r m e e t i n g of 
Y p s i l a n t i G r a n g e , N o . 58, on m o t i o n , 
u n d e r t h e head of " G o o d of the O r d e r , " 
J . E v e r e t S m i t h was d u l y elected to fill 
t he posi t ion as r epo r t e r of t h i s G r a n g e 
to y o u r exce l l en t , nob le paper . H o p i n g 
i t wil l m e e t y o u r a p p r o v a l , I a m , 

Yours , H . D . PLATT, Master . 
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T Í I E G R A N G E V I S I T O R . 

SCHOOLCRAFT, MAR. 15, 1878. 

H e c r e t a r g ' 5 • j | c p a r t m e n t . 

J . T. COBB, - - - SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Officers and members of Subordinate Granges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
always give the Number of their Grange. 

B L I N K S . 
Blanks that are sent free from this office on 

application are : 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-

ordinate Granges. 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-

mona Oranges. 
Blank application for organizing Pomona 

Oranges. 
Blank applications for Membership in Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer. 
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges. 
Blank Certificates of Election to County 

Convention. 
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to 

the State (rrange. 
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges. 
Blank Applications for Certificate of Dimit. 
Blank Plaster Orders. 
Blank Certificates of Incorporation. 

TO CORR E S l ' O S i D E N T S . 

" Lucy,"—your article don't quite 
fill the bill. 

"A friend of the Order,"—Anony-
mous—rejected. 

" S. M. II."—In the main good, but 
wants boiling down to find a place in 
t h e V I S I T O R . 

Resolutions of Summerton Grange 
will be submitted to Ex. Committee 
for endorsement before publication. 

"J. H. F,''—That subject has been 
sufficiently discusscd in former Nos. 

"Sister Caroline,"— Must postpone 
this article a little while, will find 
room sometime. 
"Thos. Mallory'-Will appear in next. 

"A. L. Davis,"— '• " " 
"Mrs. M. D. Bruen," "Myra," "M. 

R," and "E. A. S." Ladies' Department 
—We are compelled to carry over. 

WE have just received the Pro-
ceedings of the last session of the 
National Grange, and shall send a 
copy to the Master of each Grange 
entitled thereto, as soon as possible. 

IN regard to Plaster—we received 
orders last week for 500 tons, and as 
Day & Taylor receive many orders 
that are not sent to me at all, we con-
clude that Michigan Patrons still 
wisely intend to stand by their friends. 

THE communications and corre-
spondence which we have on hand 
for this number, seem to me very 
opportune, as I have had no time to 
deyote to my Department. Perhaps 
it will be quite as well for all con-
cerned if the Departments are without 
much representation occasionally. We 
are glad to note that if others have, 
the Ladies have not been delinquent. 

THE Chairman of the Ex. Com. 
has issued a call lor a meeting—its 
first session, to be held in Lansing, 
on the evening of the 12th inst.—the 
day this number of the V I S I T O R will 
go to press. 

My absence from home to attend 
the meeting may delay answeis to 
letters. 

We shall submit to the Committee 
the condition of this experiment of 
issuing the paper as has been done 
since Jan. 1st, and the question of 
continuing its semi-monthly issue 
will be determined. 

" I say," said a rough fellow to a fop 
with conspicuous bow-legs, " I say, 
don't you have your pantaloons cut 
with a circular saw?" 

C O N T E N T S O F A N A C R E — A n acre 
contains 4,840 square yards, A square 
mile contains 640 acres. 

(gommnnications. 

Letter foni Hon. T. A. Thompson. 

P A R K H O M E , P L A I N V I E W , Minn., ) 
March 1st, 1878. [ 

J. T. Cobb, Sec'y Mich. State Grange : 
D K A R Sir. AND Bito.—I gladly avail 

the V I S I T O R as a convenient means of 
communicating with each Subordinate 
Grange in Michigan. I find over 80 
applications for a visit and a lecture. 

It will facilitate my ability to ar-
range the appointments, to know at 
what time the trains arrive from the 
different directions, at the place where 
a meeting is requested. If each per-
son who has written me will state the 
hour I can arrive, on Postal Card, I 
shall be able to systematize my tour 
so as to economize time and travel. 

These places are scattered so wide-
ly, and yet not far apart, that with the 
facts requested, I shall be able to ar-
range nearly as though I lived in the 
State. I t must be clear, that without 
any knowledge of arrival and depar 
ture of trains, it, is impossible to intel-
ligently finance a tour over the 
southern hall of your State; but with 
it, the task becomes much easier. 

I returned on the 23d u!t., from a 
tour of 30 visits, widely scattered over 
Minnesota. I found the prospects of 
the Order very encouraging. It has 
been of vast benefit to the farmers of 
Minnesota. They came from nearly 
every State east of the Mississippi 
river, strangers. In the Grange they 
became acquainted; a spirit of inquiry 
awakened; and the Order has been 
invaluable in its social and intellectual 
benefits. I t pays also, in financial ad-
vantages. 

I begin a series of visits in Wiscon-
sin, next week; passing across the State 
in the vicinity of the Green Bay R. It., 
and /.igzaging through various coun-
ties down to J anesviile and Madison, 
and then north-west to LaCross, finish-
ing April 5th, and reaching home on 
the Gth. Then, after a few days, I 
propose to enter Michigan, and re-
spond to most of the invitations. I 
cannot comply with all, but I will try 
to arrange my tour so as to accommo"-
date as well as possible. While 1 am 
in Wisconsin will the Iriends address 
the necessary information to Plain-
view, Minn. Fraternally, 

T . A . T H O M P S O N . 

The Most Valuable Product of the Farm. 

HOME, March 4th, 1 S 7 8 . 

Worthy Secretary Cobb: 
From month to month my purpose 

to write for our V I S I T O R has failed of 
result. I will not now waste time 
with apologies. We find that you get 
on quite well without me. 
. In this letter I shall ask the atten-

tion of my Grange friends,—both 
brothers and sisters—to the most val-
uable of all the products of the farm, 
to wit: Men and Women. Some of 
us willingly submit to trouble and ex-
pense to improve and care for our do-
mestic animals; we know that our 
grass, our grain, and our fruit must 
have proper care or they will heat, 
mould, rot, decay, and go to waste. 
We give some attention to the proper 
development and perfection of our 
plants and young animals, but how is 
it with the boys and girls that grow 
up on the farm ? Do we make good, 
strong, healthy, vigorous, active, use-
ful, intelligent, self-sustaining men and 
women ot them? The State census 
shows, I believe, that there are 314,000 
people in Michigan engaged in agri-
cultural pursuits, and 44,000 in other 
pursuits. In a brief space the desti-
nies of the State will be controlled by 
the children that are now growing up 

be made so as easily and surely as on 
the farm ? 

It is sad to think of our poor-houses 
and our prisons, and to know that 
their inmates are constantly increas-
ing; that idlers and loafers arc accu-
mulating, and that those who work, 
and earn, and save, are taxed heavily 
for their support, and that the tax, 
unless there is some remedy provided, 
bids fair to be increased, and become 
perpetual. I t is quite common in ag-
ricultural and Grange addresses, to 
hear advice about the treatment of 
children in order to make the farm 
pleasant, and induce them to stay 
there. We arc advised to raise flow-
ers, to furnish music and keep a nice 
parlor, and to ape as near as possible 
the customs and the display in cities, 
where children are petted, pampered, 
and often spoiled. What is a spoiled 
child good for on the farm or else-
where? And why should a farmer's 
children stay upon the farm, if they 
are able to do better work elsewhere? 

If George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Horace Greely had found 
every thing pleasant and easy, it is 
not probable that either would have 
been of much use, nor is it probable 
that either would have been heard of 
or known, if they had remained on 
the farm. All history teaches, and 
our own observation should convince 
us, that simple, plain living, industri-
ous, steady habits, with unflinching 
courage and determination to meet 
every obstacle, overcome it, and con-
quer success, is the way and the only-
way, to make hardy, useful, valuable 
men and women. Human indolence 
would be gratified if all were ease and 
sun-shine here, but nature has not so 
decreed. There is work to do, enough 
for us all, and if each can be learned 
and induced to do a reasonable share, 
it will be better and easier for all. 

T h i s p r o d u c t of t h e f a r m is so i m p o r t -
a n t a n i tem in t h e p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e , 
t h a t I s u b m i t w h e t h e r i t s h o u l d n o t re-
ce ive m o r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n a n d m o r e se-
r i ous t h o u g h t . A r e w e p r o d u c i n g a 
good, g e n u i n e , h o n e s t a r t i c le , o r a r e w e 
m o v i n g in t h e d i r ec t ion of e f f e m i n a c y 
a n d w e a k n e s s , a n d m i x i n g in a c o u n t e r -
fei t a n d a f r a u d ? W rould n o t o u r ch i l -
d r e n m a k e be t t e r m e n a n d w o m e n if 
t h e y w e r e e a r l y t a u g h t t h a t t h e i r rea l 
w a n t s a r e s i m p l e , eas i ly s u p p l i e d , a n d 
m u s t be p r o v i d e d u l t i m a t e l y by t h e m -
s e l v e s ? C a n t h e y n o t be t a u g h t t h a t 
labor is n o t nece s sa r i l y d r u d g e r y , es-
pec ia l ly w h e n t h e y t a k e a n i n t e r e s t a n d 
p r i d e iu i t ? W o u l d i t n o t be w e l l for 
p a r e n t s to cons ide r a n d j u d g e t h e m -
selves w h a t t h e i r c h i l d r e n shou ld be 
t a u g h t a t school , a n d to see t h a t t h e i r 
e d u c a t i o n is s u c h as to e n a b l e t l i em t o 
do w h a t e v e r i t is neces sa ry a n d p r o p e r 
fo r t h e m to do, i n t h e l eas t poss ib le 
t i m e , in t h e best possible m a n n e r , o m i t -
t ing , if neces sa ry , w h a t is d e e m e d m o r e 
h i g h - s o u n d i n g a n d s h o w y , y e t of n o 
p rac t i ca l use ? 

I n t h i s brief le t ter , I c a n o n l y h i n t a t 
t h e sub jec t , a n d m y p u r p o s e wi l l be ac-
c o m p l i s h e d if w h a t is sa id s h a l l occa-
s ion o t h e r s to t h i n k se r ious ly u p o n it , 
a n d d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r ou r p r e s e n t 
m e t h o d s c a n be i m p r o v e d . I s i t n o t a 
f r u i t f u l field fo r t h e G r a n g e to cu l t i va t e , 
a n d w o u l d i t n o t be w e l l to c o m m e n c e 
w i t h o u t de l ay ? 

I t i s f r i g h t f u l to c o n t e m p l a t e t h e 
a m o u n t of id leness , d i s s ipa t ion , i n t e m -
p e r a n c e , p a u p e r i s m , a n d c r i m e in t h i s 
b e a u t i f u l S t a t e of ours— w h e r e e v e r y 
o n e w h o h a s h e a l t h c a n eas i ly ea rn a n 
h o n e s t l i v i n g , a n d s a v e fo r f u t u r e use— 
a n d k n o w t h a t t h e i n f l u e n c e s t h a t s u r -
r o u n d t h e y o u n g a r e n o t a l l c a l cu l a t ed 
to b e n e f i t a n d i m p r o v e t h e m . I f o u r 
c h i l d r e n a r e to r e m a i n o n t h e f a r m s in 
M i c h i g a n w e s h o u l d des i r e to m a k e 
t h e m wiser a n d be t t e r t h a n w e are . I f 
t h e y go to se t t l e n e w S t a t e s o r t o t r a n s -
ac t t h e b u s i n e s s of t h e c o u n t r y , t h e y 
m u s t h a v e h e a l t h , e n e r g y , p e r s e v e r a n c e , 
c o u r a g e a n d v igor , as w e l l as s h r e w d -
nees a n d i n t e l l i g e n c e , t o s e c u r e suc-
cess. Y o u r s , t r u l y , 
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on our farms, if they are made intelli- each side, and you will have a square 
gent and useful. And where can they I acre, within an inch. 

B U S I I N E I X , Mich., Feb. 2 2 , 1 8 7 8 . 
Worthy Bro. Cobb : 

I am requested to say that Mont-
calm County Council, P. of I I , held 
their last quarterly meeting at the 
hall ol Ferris Grange, No. 440, on the 
first Thursday in February, and was 
well attended. It had been arranged 
that those from Crystal Grange should 
meet on the morning of the Council, 
about two miles south of Crystal vil-
lage, and go from there in procession. 
At the hour appointed 16 teams, most-
ly from Crystal and Bloomer Granges, 
were on hand, ready to move on the 
Ferris Grangers and surprise them. 
As we passed through Crystal one 
could not help noticing the difficulty 
with which the merchants aflected to 
smile, and how that smile was chang-
ed to a sneer, when told, in answer to 
their inquiries, that we were going to 
bury another middle-man—such I be-
lieve to be one of the final results of 
all such meetings. Arriving at the 
hall, there was much hand-shaking 
and friendly greeting, by which we 
were assured that we were welcomed 
by all. Our horses being cared for, 
we repaired to the hall for social en-
joyment—listened to some excellent 
music by the members of the several 
Granges, and as I listened, the words 
of Dr. Armstrong were brought to 
mind, when he says— 
" There is a charm, a power that sways the 

breast; 
Bids every passion revel or be still; 
Inspires with rage, or all your cares dissolve : 
Can soothe distraction and almost despair: 
That power is music." 

And let me say right here, the great-
est means of rendering our Grange 
meetings attractive and interesting, 
will be by the introduction of good 
music and good oratory. There is 
nothing that will elevate and harmon-
ize our feelings, and cause us to forget 
the pains of lile, as a fine pieec ol mu-
sic well executed, or an oration, set-
ting forth the sentiments of the peo-
ple, in appropriate language. I ap-
peal to you, Brother Patrons, to in-
troduce these civilizing arts, as a 
means well calculated to harmonize, 
elevate and refine our moral and so-
cial natures. 

-But I was telling you of our Coun-
cil. In due time dinner was announc-
ed, and we were soon convinced that 
Ferris had prepared for an emergency, 
as double the number could have eaten 
at that table, and not exhausted the 
delicacies so triumphantly displayed. 
Dinner over, the Council was called 
to order by Bro. Yates, ot Ferris 
Grange, the Master being absent, 
which all very much regretted; but 
are now convinced that Bro. Divine is 
not the only man in our county capa-
ble of conducting a County Council. 

After the usual report of the dele-
gates as to the work and progress of 
the Order, a motion was made to organ 
ize a Pomona Grange, which met with 
so much opposition that it was order-
ed to lie upon the table, and a recess 
taken for supper. 

After supper the Lecturer was call-
ed upon, who read an article prepared 
for the occasion, upon which I shall 
not venture an opinion, leaving it to 
those who heard it to judge for them-
selves, of its merits or demerits. Next 
the motion to organize a Pomona 
Grange was taken from the table, and 
discussed at length, but with no better 
results, and was again consigned to 
the table, and will undoubtedly be 
taken up again at our next meeting, 
to be held at Bloomer Grange hall in 
May. After an hour and a half de-
voted to answering queries, the Coun-
cil closed in due form, and nearly all 
repaired to the respective homes of 
the Brothers in Ferris, where they 
were most hospitably entertained for 
the remainder of the"night. 

The question will undoubtedly be 
asked, What did you accomplish? 


