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E x t r a c t s f r o m an a d d r e s s before 
t he F a r m e r s ' I n s t i t u t e of Hi l l sda le 
Count}7 , on the r e l a t i ve va lue of 
Fer t i l i ze r s t o t he F a r m e r s of t he 
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loth of each month, to insure insertion l t h e ; as we all know, of t he r e fuse vegeta-
t ion taken f rom the f a r m , man ipu la t ed 
as it lias been by pass ing t he s t o m -
achs of our s tock, w i th l i t t e r g r o u n d 
and m i x e d by con t inued t r a m p i n g in 
t he y a r d un t i l f e rmen ta t i on se t s in , 
chang ing t he whole , a n d in t h e change 

Acceptable advertisements inserted at the o r ig ina ing t he d i f fe rent gases and 
sa l ts on which vege ta t ion feeds. W e 
have all had expe r i ence w i th t h i s f e r -
t i l i zer ; we would be satisfied wi th i t 

! cou ld we g e t enough fo r our purposes . 
; A good f a r m of lf»0 acres , well and 
| carefu l ly hand led , r u n as o u r s gener-

ally are t o m i x e d p r o d u c t i o n s , w i th 
usual a m o u n t of s tock , will p r o d u c e 
a b o u t 150 t o n s of m a n u r e in a season. 

i T h i s d i s t r i b u t e d in q u a n t i t y t o t he 
ac re t o c a r ry i t t h r o u g h a five y e a r s ' 
cou r se , t h r e e of g r a in and t w o of 
g ras s would no t cover ove r ten acres . 
A t the end of live y e a r s y o u h a v e 

: on ly reached 50 acres . T h e o ther 75 
i or 80 acres has done w i t h o u t i t s a n n u -
| al food, or r e so r t has been m a d e to 
| commerc ia l fer t i l izers , which t o o of ten 

begu i le t he ear b u t t o dece ive t he 
| pocket . 

T h e va lue ol a ton of m a n u r e in 
F r a n c e is 10 f r a n c s , a b o u t t w o do l l a r s ; 
in E n g l a n d the s a m e ; in t he E a s t e r n 
S ta t e s a b o u t 10 shi l l ings. H e r e a t t he 
W e s t , and in th i s c o u n t y even , we see 

Schoolcraft, prof l igate was te of t he bes t ma te r i a l 
" Watervliet. j for increas ing the m a n u r e pile. A 

l i t t le l abor and care a t the p roper t ime 
would h a v e increased i t s size and 
va lue ve ry mate r i a l ly . T h i s fea tu re 
of farm m a n a g e m e n t shou ld have 
more a t t en t ion paid to it. T h e coarse 
grasses , weeds which s p r i n g u p on 
s tubb le - f i e lds , old s t raw piles and 
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by the 10th and 2-ith of each month . We in-
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 I n 3 t e a d 0 i S e J l i n ? " I n l d t l x ' s t r aw, corn , and oats, we should leecl 

State B u s i n e s s A g e n t . ' them a t home, even if t hey b u t pay 
J- H. GARDNER, Centreville, St. Joseph Co.j m a r k e t pr ice . T h e va lue of t he ma-

_ , _ n u r e m a d e f rom them to the fa rm will 
Genera^ Deputy . m o r e t han pay the expense of feeding. 

c. L. VVHITNEY, - - - Muskegon, j i t would pay u s t o have o u r whea t 
manufac tu red i n t o f lour a t home, Specia l Lec turers . 
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Samuel Laugdon, . .Bowen S ta t ion , . . .Ken t Co 
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M. L. Stevens, 1'errv Shiawassee Co 
L. R. Brown, ltawsonville,. .Washtenaw Co 
Andrew Campbell , . . Ypsi lant i , . . " « 
Mrs. Salmon Steele,. .Bear Lake , . .Manis tee Co 

L X D E R e x i s t i n g r e g u l a t i o n s w e a r e 
required to send a copy of the VISITOR 
free to the Master of each Subordinate 
• irange. W e shall also send a copy 
Iree to all Secretaries who send us ten 
"f more names of subscribers for one 
v<-ar, wiih pay for t hesamo. 

sav ing t he b r an and sho r t s for feed, 
which in t he end makes t he ve ry bes t 
m a n u r e . Our ashes m a d e should g o 
back to the land if possible . Nea r 
e v e r y dwel l ing a reservoi r should be 
cons t ruc ted of s tone and cemen t or 
l as t ing mater ia l , in which bones , ga rb -
age, old boo t s a n d shoes, old clothes , 
e v e r y t h i n g wor th less for f u r t h e r use, 
shou ld b e cas t . A l i t t le d i lu ted su l -
phur i c ac id p u t u p o n or ove r i t , now 
and then , would g ive every yea r a fine 
bed of phospha te equal or be t t e r t han 

| any you b u y a t $60 per ton. 

W e come now to cons ider the las t 
class of fer t i l izer t o which we shall 
call y o u r a t t e n t i o n . T h i s is p las ter , 
or su lpha te of l ime. I t s use wi th u s 
is more genera l than all o ther com-
mercial fe r t i l i zers combined . H a r d l y 
any ques t ion in a g r i c u l t u r e has cal led 
for th more opin ions than t he reason 
for t he use of p las te r . I t s advoca te s 
claim t h a t i t wil l benefi t a lmos t a n y 
c r o p ; on t he o ther hand we find in-
te l l igen t fa rmers , even in t h i s c o u n t r y , 
d e n y i n g i ts u se fu lness on a l m o s t e v e r y 
crop . O n e fa rmer «applies i t t o g ras s 
l ands a l m o s t exc lu s ive ly . A n o t h e r 
says i t does n o good on them. One 
can g e t no whea t w i t h o u t i t . A n o t h e r 
can see n o benefi ts in i t s app l ica t ion . 
W i t h mos t i t i s t he bes t possible ap-
p l ica t ion for c lover . A few say i t is 
only a was te of m o n e y to a p p l y i t 
there . W i t h th i s babel of op in ions , 
he who u n d e r t a k e s t o d e d u c e genera l 
ru les for i t s appl ic t ion to b r i n g a g iven 
r e su l t will ce r t a in ly fail. B u t there 
are cer ta in r u l e s wi th p r o p e r qual i f ica-
t i o n s u n d e r which i t may be used to 
g rea t a d v a u t a g e . N e g a t i v e l y we 
th ink tha t i t would be of n o benefi t on 
low, wet g r o u n d s t h a t need u n d e r -
d r a i n i n g : these are sou r fo r wan t of 
o x y g e n , a m m o n i a , chemical aff ini t ies 
of plaster- Af f i rma t ive ly we say t h a t 
i t may be appl ied wi th profi t in a 
g rea te r or less d e g r e e d e p e n d i n g on 
the r e q u i r m e n t of t he g rowing c rop to 
use i t , on all soils n o t embraced in 
our nega t ive p ropos i t ion . T h e a m o u n t 
r equ i r ed to t he ac re will d e p e n d m u c h 
on t he g r o w i n g c rop to which i t is 
appl ied , I t has been fu l ly d e m o n -
s t ra ted b y ag r i cu l tu ra l chemis t s in 
the i r ana lys i s of t he compos i t ion of 
p l an t s t h a t an acre of c lover t h a t will 
y i e ld 5,000 lbs. a t two c u t t i n g s con-
ta ins a b o u t 120 lbs. of l ime ; t i m o t h y 
hay a b o u t 34 lbs.; an average of corn 
25 lbs.; an acre of wheat t h a t will y ie ld 
25 bushe l s 15 lbs. ; an acre of oa t s of 
50 bushels 30 lbs.; po ta toes !) lbs. 
F r o m th i s we m a y see t he re la t ive 
r equ i rmen t s , for b u t one of t he p l an t 
foods, t h a t a r e abs t r ac t ed f rom the 
soil, t o p r oduce a c rop of t he d i f fe ren t 
p lants . W h e n we take in to cons idera-
t ion t he fact t h a t p lan ts feed upon the 
gases of t ne ear th , and these gene ra t ed 
f rom def ini te and known subs tances , 
"e i ther vege tab le or minera l or bo th 
combined ," t h r o u g h chemical change, 
and when we f u r t h e r see tha t the en-
t i re b o d y of pure p las ter is b u t com-
ponen t p a r t s of known subs t ances , 
v i z : 33 of l ime, 46 of su lphur i c acid 
and 21 of water , all pos i t ive ly essen-
tial in the m a n u f a c t u r e of these gases 
— w e m u s t , I th ink , concede its va lue . 
Cer ta in ly n o one can d e n y i ts va lue 
w i t h o u t s h o w i n g t h a t t he soil we t i l l 
is a l ready cha rged with all t he min-
eral subs t ances necessary for th i s work 
of genera t ion , and t h a t i t a f fo rds all 
r equ i r ed for p lan t food, as well a s t he 
waste by d ra inage and evapora t ion 
cons tan t ly go ing on in our cu l t iva ted 
fields. B u t the re is ano ther , an ad-
vanced v i e w to be t a k e n in the use of 
p las ter , which is n o w conceded b y 
those who have g iven the sub j ec t 
much t h o u g h t . 

Su lpha te of l ime or p las ter has a 
pecu l ia r d i s in t eg ra t i ng inf luence on 
t he c o m p o u n d sil icates of the soil, set-
t i n g f ree potash and magues ia for the 
use of t he p lan t . By i ts use then , we 
s u p p l y the p l an t with su lphur and l ime 
a n d g i v e i t the means of ob t a in ing an 
increased s u p p l y of po tash and magne-
sia . You u n d e r s t a n d very well the 
effect on p l an t s of a good d ress ing of 
on leached ashes ; y o u have been ap-
p l y i n g po tash to t hem. B u t if y o u 
haven ' t t he ashes t o a p p l y , t r y the ef-
fect of h a r r o w i n g or p lowing in 300 
lbs . of p las ter t o the acre , and if th i s 
does n o t b r i n g the des i r ed resu l t , you 
have n o hope only in t h e m a n u r e pile 
un t i l t h e change comes. 

O n e m o r e t h o u g h t and I am d o n e . 
I t is the theory held by some, tha t 
p las ter has a powerfu l affinity for, and 
does i t s chief work in a r r e s t i ng t he 
a m m o n i a t h a t is in the air , and app ly -
ing i t to the pores of p l an t s for food. 

T h i s is a l toge the r a t o o superficial 
v iew to be t aken of its ac t ion . I t is 
pe r fo rming a g r e a t e r work. T h a t i t 
will a r res t and hold in a fixed s ta te 
all volat i le gases, is ve ry t r u e . H e n c e 
i t s special va lue on the m a n u r e pi le 
when d e c o m p o s i n g ; t h a t i t wi l l hold 
in clu.V'k e v a p o r a t i o n from p lan ts , in a 
ho t d a y , is a n o t h e r es tab l i shed fact ,— 
Hence corn, or c lover , well p las te red , 
will keep green in a b u r n i n g s u n , 
while tha t no t p las tered is rolled up , 
wilted and near ly spo i l ed ; t h a t i t is 
one of t he mos t ac t ive a g e n t s in re 
( l ac ing all c a rbonaceous s u b s t a n c e s 
in to p lan t food, is fu l ly d e m o n s t r a t e d 
b y ana lys i s , and by the in te l l igent use 
of it on all highly cu l t iva ted vegetable 
soils, as is shown by m a n y t r ia ls . 

T o sum u p the whole mat te r , and 
answer the ques t ion in the t r u e inter-
est of the f a rmers of the coun ty . I 
canno t too h ighly u rge upon y o u t he 
impor t ance of spend ing ex t r a t ime and 
m o n e y , if necessa ry , in increas ing the 
m a n u r e pile. If y o u can make enough 
of it, the resu l t will be sa t i s fac tory , if 
p roper ly appl ied on a n y of the d r y 
soils in the c o u n t y , n o m a t t e r what 
the i r composi t ion . I t s re la t ive va lue 
will s tand first, no t only in cheapness , 
b u t in du rab i l i t y and p roduc t ion . I 
th ink it will pay in increase of p ro -
duc t ion on any ol our farms, a t the 
ra te of one dollar a ton in t he y a r d ol 
the farm, bes ides the cos t of g e t t i n g 
o u t and sp read ing . 

2d. A s t he n e x t best , we advoca te 
the use of plas ter . N o t as a mere t o p 
d re s s ing as has been t he genera l prac-
t ice , b u t in larger q u a n t i t y t o the acre , 
and where pract icable incorpora ted 
with t he soil. I have the bes t reasons 
for be l iev ing tha t we would be pleased 
wi th t he resu l t . T h a t our fa i lures 
wi th clover in no t ca tch ing would be 
largley d imin i shed , if, w h e n we sowed 
our whea t in t he fall, we would sow 
from t w o t o th ree hundred p o u n d s of 
per acre, a n d dril l i t in with the wheat . 

A l l o u r s u r r o u n d i n g s po in t t o the 
farm to supp ly the deficiency of the 
farm. W e m u s t a t least e x h a u s t i t s 
resources first. W e all agree to th i s 
p ropos i t ion . 

O u r exper ience in us ing c lover a s a 
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green manure, and the resul ts flowing 
from it, have been in the past so satis-
factory, that we may conclude that 
the fu ture will very soon develop a 
very great use of all the leguminous 
plants, for green manuring. Anyth ing 
tha t will grow quick, produce a large 
bulk of vegetable matter, is desirable 
Some will be better than others, as 
they contain more ash. Were we to 
classify we would p u t clover first, 
millet second, although not strictly of 
this class of plants, peas third, and 
buckwheat last. These plants are all 
" a t home" on our soils. They grow 
quick and revel in a liberal feeding of 
plaster. One such crop re turned to 
the soil every three or five years, 
would so increase the vegetable mold 
as to affect for good the crops of the 
full rotation. 

If we are correct in our conclusions, 
and we think the test imony of science 
and experience largely in our favor, 
we cannot too strongly urge the use 
of plaster in a scientific way as a 
means by which our farms may be 
made more fertile, and in so doing it 
will pay. The cheapness of the ar-
ticle and the facilities for obtaining, 
warrant the farmers of the country in 
its free use, even to t ry ing experi-
ments with it, not heretofore made. 

BERHIBN CENTRE, F e b . 11 , 1 8 7 8 . 
ISro J. T. Cobb:—The question up-

permost in my mind for this issue of 
• the VISITOR is delinquent and dormant 

Granges. There must be something 
done to resusitate the dormant mem-
bers. Where I have labored, I find in-
varibly some members who complain 
that the Grange does not pay, tha t he 
or she has not made anything from be-
ing a member. I tell them it is their 
fault, not the faul t of the Order.— 
They do not attend the meetings reg-
ularly, or do not take part in the ex-
ercises or take hold of co-operation, 
all of these are essential, and must be 
strictly adhered to, in order to reap 
benefits. I find dissensions in some 
Granges, the rul ing element. This 
is .all nonsense. I t is impossib'e tor 
all to see alike, knowing this to be a 
fact, you must abide b y a majority 
vote, ami go in with all the nerve and 
energy you possess to accomplish the 
best results. If you do this in a short 
t ime you will find all things lovely, 
and working like a charm. Brothers 
and Sisters do you not know that our 
enemies are on our track, watching 
every move, hoping and praying tha t 
something may t u rn up to create a 
rupture in our ranks. So that a few 
nice fellows with kid gloves on then-
hands may stand between us, and 
manufactures and say buy of us or 
not at all. This was the condition of 
things b u t a few years ago, and will be 
again if we suffer it, bu t thanks to the 
Order, we don' t propose to give up 
and go back to the old condition of 
things. As a class of people, farmers 
and farmer's wives have been kept, or 
kept themselves, in the back ground 
long enough, have been looked upon as 
a kind of secondary necessity. Now 
Patrons, let us resolve tha t we will 
stand firm, work, and work with a will 
until we secure all r ights tha t we are 
justly entitled to. Through this or 
ganization we can accomplish many 
needed reforms. Take the VISITOR, 
take all the papers yon can afford to, 
published in the interest of P a 
trons, and post yourselves and be pre-
pared to stand on a higher plane, and 
you will soon find that you can occupy 
it. Yours, Fraternally, 

THOS. MARS. 

l a s f e r ' s © c j r a r f m c i t t . 

J . J . WOODMAN, - - - P A W PAW 

Trials and Appeals. 

The Execut ive Committee of the 
State Grange will meet at t he Lansing 
House, in the ci ty of Lansing, a t 7 
o'clock P. M., on the 12th of March 
next, when all cases before the State 
Grange, now pending, will be submit -
ted and disposed of. Par t ies inter-
ested in these cases should corres-
pond a t once with tho Mas te r of t he 
State Grange. 

Annual Word. 

The following will be found in the. 
VISITOR of J a n u a r y 15t.h; "Granges 
enti t led to the Annual AVord, that do 
not receive i t f rom the delegate who 
a t tended the S ta te Grange, can ob-
tain it from the Master of the State 
Grange, by sending an order for the 
sam». under seal, officially signed by 
the Master and Secretary." 

Delinouent Granges should enclose 
the abov*> order with the back dues, 
and send the same to the Secretary 
of the State Grange, who will bnlance 
the books and t ransmi t t he order to 
the Master. 

5. The National Grange may, at any 
annual session, by a two-thirrls vote, 
amend the Contsitution or By-laws. 
Amendments to the Constitution must 
be submitted to the State Granges for 
ratification.—Con.,art.xiii,B.L ,art.xxii. 

6. No religious or political discussions 
will be tolerated in the Grange.—Con. 
art. xi. , 

7. The word "political" in the Con-
stitution means partisan politics, and 
does not include or refer to general ques-
tions of political economy.--Decision 

8. Political circulars dated at the 
Grange, or in any way bearing the im-
press of the Order, such as using official 
letter-heads, envelopes, or in any way 
that shall create the impression that 
the Older is political, or lends itself to 
partisan political action, is a violation 
of the fundamental laws of tho Order, 
and should be in all instances disap-
proved.—Proceedings 10th Session, p. 98 

9. The National Grange has no power 
to suspend a By-law or Constitutional 
provision.—Decision 7. 

10. Each session of the National 
Grange shall fix the compensation of 
its members.—By-laws, art. xi. 

SECTION I I . 

BRO. J . T. COBB :—The next quarter-
ly meeting of Ken t Co. Grange, No. 18, 
will be held at the hall of Wyoming 
Grange, in the village of Grandville, on 
Wednesday, the 13th day of March, in-
stead of the 20th as I informed you in 
my last. Fraternally, 

M . B . H I N E , S e c ' y . 

I AM constantly receiving le t te rs of 
inquiry about the reduction of fees, 
and how to obtain the Annual Word. 
Twen ty Sta te Granges have held ses-
sions since the meet ing of the Nation-
al Grange and ratified the amendment 
reduc ing fees. I have been unable to 
ascertain the exact t ime when the re-
maining State Granges will meet, and 
therefore cannot state "when the final 
resul t will be known." The pros-
pects, however, are most encourag-
ing, so be patient , a n d hold r ight on 
to the present ra tes unti l the law is 
changed. The resul t will be an-
n o u n c e d i n t h e VISITOR a s s o o n a s d e 
clared. 

Digest. 

The following are the ru l ings and 
decisions contained in the Digest re-
cently revised aud publ ished by the 
National G r a n g e : Preserve these 
numbers for fu tu re reference : 

C H A P T E R I . 

OK THE N A T I O N A L GRANGE. 
SEC. 1. Of i ts Organization and powers 
SEC. 2. Of i ts Meetings. 
SEC. 3. Of i ts Officers. 

a . Who are eligible to office. 
b. Thei r election and installat ion. 
c. Thei r t e rms of office. 
d. Thei r powers and d u t y . 
e. Thei r title and rank. 
f. How they may Ve tried aud removed. 
g. Vacancies in office. 
h . Thei r compensation. 
i. The Executive Committee. 

SEC. 4. Of i ts reveuues. 
SEC. 5. Of its Foreign Eelat ions. 

SECTION I . 
OF ITS ORGANIZATION AND POWERS-

1. The National Grange is composed 
of two classes of members : 

1. A C T I V E M E M B E R S , w h o a r e : a, 
Masters of State Granges, and their 
wives who have taken the degree of 
Pomona; 6, the Officers of the Na-
tional Grange; c, the Executive 
Committee. 

2. H O N O R A R Y M E M B E R S , w h o a r e : 
a, Past Masters of State Granges, 
aud their wives who have taken the 
degree of Pomona; b, all former 
members of the National Grange : 
c, members who have taken the 
seventh degree.—Pream. to Con. 

2. Only those members of the Nation-
al Grange who are Masters of State 
Granges, and their wives who have 
taken the degree of Pomona, are enti-
tled to vote therein.— Pream. to Con. 

3. No State Grange is entitled to rep-
resentation in the National Grange, 
whose dues are unpaid for more than 
one quarter.—Con., art. vii. sec. 6. 

4. The National Grangeis thesupreme 
law-making power of the Order.—Con-
stitution, art. in. 

OF T H E MEETINGS OF T H E N A T I O N A L 
G R A N G E . 

1. The National Grange shall meet* 
annually on the third Wednesday in 
November, at such place as the Grange 
may from year to year determine. Should 
the National Grange adjourn without 
selecting the place of meeting the Exec-
utive Committee shall appoint the place 
and notify the Secretary of the Nation-
al Grange and the Masters of State 
({ranges, at least thir ty days before the 
day appointed.—Con., art. ii, sec. 3. 

2. Special meetings of the National 
Grange shall be called by the Master 
upon the application of the Masters of 
twenty State Granges, one month 's no-
tice of such meeting being given to all 
members of the National Grange. No 
alterations or amendments to the By-
laws or Bitual shall be made at any 
special meeting.—By-laws, art. xii. 

3. Not less than the representation 
of twenty States present at any meet-
ing of the National Grange shail consti-
tute a quorum for the transaction of 
business.—By-laws, art. ii. 

4' The fourth day of December shall 
be celebrated as the anniversary of the 
Order.—By-laivs, ar. i. 

SECTION I I I . 
OF T H E OFFICERS OF T H E N A T I O N A L 

G R A N G E . 
a. Who arc Eligible. 

1. Any Fourth-degree member in good 
standing iseligibletooffice in the Coun-
ty, District, State or National Grange 
within whose jurisdiction he may re-
side.—Con., art., i, sec. 2. 

2. Any member of a Grange who is 
in good standing,is eligible to any office 
therein.—Decision 53. 

3. A Patron is eligible to office while 
preferred charges are standing against 
him.—Decision Court of Appeals, Pro. 
<Mh Ses., p. 102. 
b. Of their Election and Installation. 

4. All officers must be elected by bal-
lot.—Con., art. i, sec. 2. 

5. The election of officers by ballot is 
final, and cannot be reconsidered.—De-
cision 80. 

6. All officers of a Grange must be in-
stalled before assuming the positions 
and duties of the office.—Proceedings 
8th Session, ps. 91, 141. 

7. If a Patron who is ineligible to of-
fice a t the time of election should be in-
stalled in regular form by a proper offi-
cer, the installation will not cure the 
defect and remove the ineligibility.— 
Decision Court of Appeals, Pro. 9 th, Ses 
p. 203. 

8. An installing officer may decline 
to install officers on the ground of in-
eligibility alone; but pending charges 
do not constitute ineligibility.—Decis-
ion Court of Appeals, Pro. 'Mh Ses. v 
203, 

c. Their Terms of Office-. 
9. All officers of the National Grange 

hold their offices for the term of two 
years.—Constitution, art. i, sec, 2. 

d. Their Powers and Duties. 
10. The duties of the officers of the 

National Grange shall be prescribed by 
the laws of the same.—[Cons., art. ix. 

11. I t is the duty of all officers to see 
that the laws of the Order are carried 
out.—[Constitution, art. i, sec. 1. 

12. Each officer required by law to 
report to the National Grange at its an-
nual sessions shall furnish, in connec 
tion with his report, an itemized state-
ment of the expenses of his office for 

the current year.—[By-laws, article xix. 
13. I t shall be the duty of the Master 

to preside at meetings of the National 
Grange; to see that all officers and 
members of tlie committees properly 
perform their respective duties ; to see 
that the Constitution, By-laws and res-
olutions of the National Grange, and 
the usages of the Order, are observed 
and obeyed, and generally to perform 
all duties per ta ining to such office.— 
[By-laws, article iv. 

14 Bulings of the Master are authora-
tive on all points over which his Grange 
has jurisdiction unt i l reversed by action 
of his Grange,—[Decision (¡8. 

15. The Master does not vote except 
in voting by ballot, on the calls of the 
ayes and noes, or in case of a tie.—[De-
cision 71. 

16. TheMasterof theNat ional Grange 
may appoint members of the Order as 
deputies to organize Granges where no 
State Grange exists.—[Constitution ar-
ticle i., sec. 3. 

17. The Master, in conjunction with 
the Executive Committee, is authorized 
to suspend from office any officer of the 
National Grange who may prove in-
efficient or derelict, subject to au appeal 
to the National Grange at its next ses-
sion.—[Constitution, article xii. 

18. The Masterof the National Grange 
is the judge, in the last resort, of all 
questions of "law and usage" arising in 
the National Grange, or referred to him 
by any member thereof, or brought by 
appeal from the decision of a Master of 
a State Grange.—[By-laws, article iii, 
section 1. 

19 The Master cannot grant a dispen-
sation suspending or superseding a con-
stitutional provision or article in the 
By-laws.—[Decision 0. 

20. If a Master of a Grang3 is absent, 
the highest ranking officer present acts 
as Master aud fills all vacancies by ap-
pointment. After the Grange has been 
opened the ¡Master may call any mem-
ber to the chair to preside during his 
temporary absence therefrom.—[Pro-
ceed. 8thSes., p. 142,and 9th Ses., p. 139. 

21. In the absence of the Master, the 
acting Master is invested with the 
power of the Master.—[Decision 6t>. 

22. I t shall be the duty of the Lect-
urer to visit, for the good of the Order 
such portions of the United States as 
the Master or the Executive Committee 
may direct, for which services he shall 
receive compensation,—By-laws, arti-
cle vii. 

23. I t is the duty of the National 
Grange Lecturer, upon entering a State 
to wheh he has been assigned for duty, 
to report at once to the Master of the 
State Grange, and in performing his of-
ficial labors in any State he should al-
low himself to be directed as to the na-
ture of such labors by suggestions and 
advice of the Master of that State 
Grange.—[Proceedings 10th Ses., p. 98. 

24. I t is the duty of the Secretary to 
keep a record of all proceedings of the 
National G r a n g e ; to keep a "just and 
true account of all moneys received and 
deposited by h im in the fiscal agency ; 
to countersign all drafts drawn by the 
Treasurer; to conduct the correspon-
dence of t heNa t iona l Grange; and to 
perform such other duties appertaining 
to his office as may be required by the 
Master and Executive Committee.— 
[By-laws, article v, section 1. 

25. I t is the fur ther duty of the Sec-
retary, at least once each week, to de-
posit with the fiscal agency holding the 
iunds of the National Grange, all mon-
eys that may have come into his hands, 
aud forward a duplicate receipt therefor 
to the Treasurer, and make a full re-
port of all transactions to the National 
Grange at each a n n u a l session.—[Bv-
laws, article v, section 2. 

26. I t is the fur ther duty of the Sec-
retary to procure a month ly report from 
the fiscal agency, with whom the funds 
ot the National Grange are deposited, of 
all moneys received and paid out by 
them dur ing each month , and send a 
copy of such report to the Executive 
Committee and Master of the National 
G r a n g e - B y - l a w s , article v., sec. 3. 

¿ ' . The Secretary shall give bond in 
such sum and with suchsecurity as may 
be approved by the Executive Commit-

oo — f iS y ' ] 5 w s ' a r t i c l e v> section 4. 
¿8. 1 he Secretary is the custodian of 

the seal of a Grange, and it is only to 
be used to authenticate the action of a 
Grauge or its executive officers, and 
should never be used unless accompa-
oislon 73 S 6 a l ° f U , e ^ e r e t a r y . - [ I > e -

29. Records of all meetings, both reg-
u l a r and special, should be fully kept 

^ , ,?, e c r e t a rJ '-—Decision 74. 
. e n o b jec t ion is made to file 

minutes or to any proposed correction 



2 T H E G R A N G E VISITOR. 

of them, it is uecessary that a motion be ! for t he trial of officers of the Nat ional 
tl inrlp t n » n n m i ' p np f n r r p p i T h i s » 1 n_ f i ranrrr* r D r ^ n n . U I r s i made to approve or correct. Th i s mo 
tion stands before, the Orange like any 
other motion, subject to amendment , 
&c.—[Decision 75. 

31. T h e Secretary of the Nat ional 
Grange shall compute the dues of State 
Granges, and certify the same to the 
Treasurer ; and in case re turns from the 
State Secretaries are not properly made 
out, he shall return them for correction, 
notifying the Master of the State Grange 
of the fact. In case he is unable to ob-
tain correct returns, he will report t he 
fact at the next session of the Nat ional 
Grange.—[Proceedings"9th Ses., p. 134. 

32. If any Secretary of a State Grange 
fails to report for the full number of 
Subordinate Granges in the State, as 
shown by the records in the office of 
the Secretary of the Nat ional Grange, 
the Executive Commit tee of the Na-
tional Grange, dur ing the recess of the 
National Grange, may require the Sec-
retary of the National Grange to fill t h e 
blanks in each case wi th the c u m b e r as 
last reported ; and in case no report has 
been made, with the n u m b e r of char ter 
members.—[Decision Court of Appeals, 
Proceedings 9th Session, page 202. 

33. The Secretary shall submit to the 
National Grange, at the beginning of 
each annual session, a s ta tement of all 
the receipts, tabulated under-appropri-
ate heads, so as to show the sources 
from which they are derived ; and also 
of the expenditures, so classified as to 
exhibit the accounts on which they 
have been made, together wi th hfs 
vouchers for the same ; and in audi t ing 
his account, no vouchers s h a l l . b e al-
lowed which does not bear the endorse-
ment and approval of the Execu t ive 
Committee.—[Proceedings 9th Session, 
page 200. 

34. The Secretary is authorized to is-
sue to the Masters of State Granges, on 
their requisition, one ritual, five song 
books, and five constitutions for each 
deputy by them appointed, said docu-
ments to be held as the property of the 
National Grange.—[Proceedings 7th 
Session, page 41, and 9th Ses. p. 177-8. 

35. I t is the duty of the Treasurer to 
issue all drafts upon the fiscal agency 
of the Order, said drafts having "previ-
ously been approved by the Master and 
countersigned by the Sec'y of the Na-
tional Grange.—By-laws, art. vi. see. 1. 

3(i. The Treasurer shall report m on t h -
ly to the Master of the Nat ional Grange 
a statement of all moneys deposited to 
his credit in the fiscal agency, and of all 
drafts signed by him during the previ-
ous month.—By-laws, article vi, sec. 2. 

37. The Treasurer shall report to the 
National Grange at each annual session 
a statement of all moneys deposited in 
the fiscal agency, and of all drafts sign-
ed by him since his last annua l report. 
—llSy-laws, article vi, section 3. 

38. The Treasurer shall collect all in-
terest accruing on investments made by 
t ie Executive Committee, and deposit 
the same in the fiscal agency .—Bylaws 
article vi, section 4. ' 

39. The Treasurer must give a bond, 
to be approved by the officers of the 

i?,Uk'm <!0"8' a n i c l e x . section 1. 
, r

 1 ' ; e Steward, Assistant Steward, 
and Lady Assistant Steward should al-
•TJr I f f i V ^ ! ' - , U l e m l h ê emblems of 

* while engaged in official 
uuty.—[Decision 77. 

41. The Gate-keeper is the proper cus-
todian of the regalia, jewels, and other 

order ot the Grange . - [Decis ion 78. 
•»-. All officers of Granges either 

Subordinate, State, or National', should 
S f f i » 1 t o , a v o i d ^ e appearance 
influeiH'p t ' . s ^ the Order to ninuence the opinions of others on 
PoUUctt?MrMm i n- e n t l y a t ' ^ u e between 

' pVeT ^ envelopes 

Their Title and Rank. 

a s - s s S ^ i 

t ide i, section 1 i n s t i t u t i o n , ar-

t h j . - [Cons t i t u t i on , article i, sec 5 
/• How They may be Tried and Removed. 

I S f s s i 
ï s S i A î ï -

Grange.—[Preamble to Consti tution 
g. Vacancies in Office. 

47. Vacancies in office may be filled 
at any regular meet ing of the Grange. 
- [ B y - l a w s , artiele xv . 

48. Vacancies by death or resignation 
must he filled at a special election at the 
next regular meet ing of the Grange—of-
ficers so chosen to serve until the annu-
al meeting.—[Consti tut ion, article i, 
section 2. 

49. I n case of a vacancy in the office 
of Master, or any other officer of a 
Grange, it may be filled by an election 
for the unexpired term at the n e x t reg-
ular meeting, T h e Overseer acts as 
Master unti l the vacancy is filled.— 
[Decision 65. 

h. Their Compensation. 
50. Such compensation for t ime and 

service shall be given the Master, Lec-
turer, Secretary, Treasurer and Execu-
t ive Commit tee as the Nat ional Grange 
may, from t ime to time, determine.— 
[By-laws, article ix, section 1. 

51. Wheneve r general deputiee a re 
appointed by the Master of the Nat ion-
al Grange, said deputies shall receive 
such compensation for t ime and services 
as may be determined by the Master 
and the Execu t ive Commi t t ee : Provid-
ed, In no case shall pay f rom the Na-
tjonal Grange be given general depu-
ties in any State af-er the formation of 
the State Grange.—[By-laws, artiele ix, 
section 2. 

i. The Executive Committee. 
52. There shall be an Execu t ive Com-

mittee of the Nat ional Grange, consist-
ing of three members, whose te rms of 
office shall be two years, T h e Master 
of the Nat ional Grange is, cx officio, a 
member of t he Execu t ive Committee, 
but no t entit led to vote except in case of 
a tie vote.—[Constitution, article i, sec-
tion 4. 

53. I t is the duty of the Execu t ive 
Commit tee to exercise a general super-
vision of t he affairs of the Order dur ing 
the recess of the Nat ional Grange . 
T h e y have au thor i ty to act on all mat-
ters of interest to the Order when the 
Nat ional Grange is not in session ; shall 
provide for the welfare of the Order in 
business ma t t e r s ; and shall report the i r 
acts in detail to the Nat ional Grange 
on the first day of its annua l meet ing. 
- [ B y - l a w s , a r t i c l e viii, section 1. 

54. I t is the duty of the Chai rman of 
the Execut ive Commttee to furn ish to 
the Masters of the several State Granges 
at the commencement ot each quarter a 
s ta tement of the receipts and disburse-
ments of all moneys by the Nat ional 
Grange dur ing the preceding quar ter . 
- [ B y - l a w s , artiele viii, section 2. 

55. The Execu t ive Commit tee is au-
thorized to audi t t he accounts of the 
Treasurerand Secretary before the meet-
ing of the Nat ional Grange, and report 
to the Nat ional Grange.—[Proceedings 
7th Session, page 70. 

56. T h e Execu t ive Commit tee of the 
Nat ional Grange is instructed to pub-
lish and mail to Masters of State 
Granges, Cha i rmen of Execut ive Com-
mittees and agents of State Granges, 
with each quar ter ly report, as correct a 
bulletin as practicable of all the Granges 
organized in each S ta te ; also upon t he 
same bulletin the names and postoffice 
addresses of all the bonded Sta te Agents 
of the Order, wi th th'e a m o u n t of bonds 
of each ; also the names and postoffice 
addresses of the Master, Secretary and 
Treasurer of State Granges and t ime of 
Sta te meeting.— Proceedings 9th Ses-
sion, page 106. 

57. T h e Execut ive Commit tee shall , 
wi th in ten days af ter the close of each 
annua l session, consider and de te rmine 
the a m o u n t of clerical force needed by 
the Secretary to enable h im to discharge 
the duties of his office, and the compen-
sation which shall be allowed therefor, 
which shall be entered on the i r pro-
ceedings, and no other expendi tures on 
this account shall be paid out of the 
treasury of the Nat ional Grange.—[Pro-
ceedings 9th Session, pages 76 and 200. 

58. Should t he Nat ional Grange ad-
jou rn wi thout selecting the plaae of its 
nex t meeting, the Execu t ive Commit-
tee shall appoin t the place and not i fy 
the Secretary of the Nat ional Grange 
and the Masters of t he State Granges, 
a t least th i r ty days before the appointed 
day.—[Consti tution, article ii, section 3. 

59. T h e Execu t ive Commit tee is au-
thorized to p rov ideand furn ish all need-
ed material—gavels, seals, &c.—for State 
and Subordinate Granges, a t such prices 
and under such rules as the Execu t ive 
Commit tee m a y direct.—[Proceedings 
7th Session, page 78. 

[For fur ther duties of the Executive Commit-
tee, see future number. 

S E C T I O N I V . 
O F T H E R E V E N U E S O F T H E N A T I O N A L 

G R A N G E . 
1. The revenues of the National 

Grange are derived f rom four sources; 
First—State Grange dues.—[Constitu-

tion, article vii, section 4. 
Second — Dispensation fees.—Consti-

tu t ion, article viii, section 3. 
Thi rd—The sale of supplies to Subor-

dinate Granges.—[Proceedings 7th Ses-
sion , page 78. 

Four th—Inte res t on inves tments and 
on balances in fiscal agency.—By-laws 
article vi, section 4. 

2. All moneys belonging to the N a -
tional Grange are deposited for safe 
keeping with a bank ing or t rus t com-
pany, selected by t he Execu t ive Com-
mittee.—Consti tution, artiele vii, sec-
tion 4. 

3. No money can be drawn f rom the 
Nat ional Grange depository except on 
the draf t of the Treasurer, approved by 
the Master and countersigned by the 
Secretary.— [Consti tution, artiele vii, 
section 5. 

4. Bills must be approved by the Mas-
ter and countersigned by the Secretary 
before the Treasurer will pay them.— 
[Consti tution, article x, section 2. 

5. T h e Treasurer is required to m a k e 
m o n t h l y reports to the Master of all de-
posits made in the fiscal agency, and 
all drafts d rawn thereon, and in an an-
nual report to the Na t iona l Grange of 
the condit ion of tile Treasury.—[By-
laws. article v, sections 2 and 3. 

6. The cha i rman of the Execu t ive 
Commit tee is required to fu rn i sh to all 
the Masters of the State Granges, a t the 
beginning of each quarter , a s ta tement 
of all receipts and disbursements by the 
Nat ional Grange du r ing the preceding 
quar ter .—By-laws, article vii, section 2 

7. T h e financial year of the Nat ional 
Grange closes on the 30th day of Sep-
tember —rBy-laws, article x, section 3. 

S E C T I O N V. 
OK T H E F O R E I G N R E L A T I O N S O F T H E 

G R A N G E . 
1. T h e Secretary of the Nat ional 

Grange is instructed to recognize only 
such deputies in foreign countr ies as 
may have been duly appointed by the 
W o r t h y Master of the Nat ional Grange. 
—[Proceedings 9th Session, page 133.— 

2. W h e n fifteen Subordinate Granges 
shall have been duly organized in any 
foreign country, and the same shall 
have been organized as a foreign State 
Grange, and such organization shall 
have been duly certified to the Sec-
retary of the Nat ional Grange, the Sec-
retary shal l receive no more applica-
tions for dispensat ions for Subordinate 
Granges wi th in t he jurisdiction of such 
foreign Grange —Proceedings 9th Ses-
sion, page 133. 

3 T h e Nat ional Grange will recog-
nize lawful ly established Granges in for-
eign countries, a n d the hand of f r iend-
sh ip will a lways be extended to all t rue 
Pat rons —Proceedings 9th Session, page 
133. 

4, T h e Nat ional Grange of Pa t rons of 
H u s b a n d r y of t he Uni ted States desires 
to main ta in t he most cordial relat ions 
of f ra te rn i ty and-good will wi th all t rue 
Pat rons wheresoever dispersed, bu t all 
business relat ions belong to the individ-
ual membersh ip of these organizations, 
and the i r action will be governed by 
such rules and regulations as the i r in-
terests will dictate.—Proceedings 10th 
Session, page 161. 

5. Foreign Granges, l awfu l ly estab-
lished, are f ra ternal ly invited to send 
accredited representatives to the Nat ion-
al Grange, or appoint suitable Patrons, 
resident in t he Uni ted States, to bear 
f rom such foreign Granges tokens of 
good will and ami ty , and to main ta in 
forever such f ra te rna l relat ions as will 
cement us in the bonds of f r iendship , 
and to perpetuate in essentials un i ty , in 
non-essentials liberty, and in all th ings 
chari ty.—Proceedings 9th Session, page 

g e n t ' s d e p a r t m e n t . 

GARDNER. CENTREVILLK. 

Secretary 's Office, 
Dan by Grange, No, 185, ^ 

February 9, 1878, I 
Bro. Cobb : 

T h e following resolution was adopted 
by D a n b y Grange, No . 185, a t its last 
regular meeting, and we request t h a t it 
be p r i n t e d i n t h e G R A N G E VISITOR: 

Resolved, T h a t in the fu ture we wil l 
give our votes, both at p r imary meet-
ings and elections, to laboring men for 
all offices no t requir ing legal talent , es-
pecially Representat ives and Senators 
In our Legislature,and members of Con-
gress, w i thou t regard to the i r past poli-
tics. Yours fraternal ly , 

R . E , G U I L F O R D , S e c . 

T h e fol lowing sugges t ions f rom the 
Grange Bul le t in are so per t inen t t o 
other S ta tes t h a t t hey will bear t o be 
read and t h o u g h t of for a shor t t ime. 

" T h e r e is some ins t ruc t ion in the 
fact t h a t the m o s t flourishing Grange 
s tores are the small ones, and they are 
f u r n i s h i n g mos t of the examples of 
successful co-opera t ion . I t does n o t 
follow from th i s tha t the larger en te r -
pr ises canno t be made to succeed ; b u t 
i t does follow t h a t the Grange whose 
members are poor and c a n n o t com-
m a n d the means for co-operat ion on a 
large scale, need have no t i m i d i t y 
a b o u t m a k i n g even a ve ry small be-
ginning . A s for the larger en te rpr i ses , 
the i r m o r e f r equen t fai lure does no t 
prove the i r imprac t i cab i l i ty , b u t ra th-
er shows the impor tance of o rgan iz ing 
t h e m on the r i gh t plan. T h e smal l 
s to re s are general ly on the Rochdale 
p l an ; t he profits a r e d i v i d e d a m o n g 
the P a t r o n cus tomers , and are oper-
a t ed for their benefit r a ther than t h a t 
of a few s tockholders . I n too m a n y 
of the larger es tab l i shments the p r in -
ciples appl ied a t Rochda le are i g n o r e d ; 
and , in some ins tances the large s tores 
f rom be ing j o i n t s tock concerns t h a t 
dea l t r a the r more l iberal ly wiih Pa-
t ron cus tomers t han with others , have 
de te r io ra t ed un t i l the i r only ob jec t 
is t o make lor the i r s tockholders as 
m u c h money a s possible off of Pa-
t rons as well as o ther people . T h a t 
these should be fa i lures is no t su rp r i s -
i ng n o r is i t t o be r e g r e t t e d . " 

I t the recent mee t ing of t he T e x a s 
S ta te Grange a commi t t ee r epo r t ed , 
l i t ha t i t bel ieved, the want of a prop-
er u n d e r s t a n d i n g and p rac t i ce of the 
pr inc ip les of co opera t ion t o be t he 
grea t need of o u r G r a n g e in t he Sta te , 
and cause of the lukewarm cond i t ion 
in some local i t ies ," 

I t is equa l ly t r u e in Michigan t h a t 
t he G r a n g e s where t hey t r ansac t t he i r 
own b u y i n g and sel l ing toge the r , a r e 
the ones tha t a re ac t ive and prosper-
ing, while on the o ther hand those t h a t 
t ransac t no bus iness are l ukewarm 
and fa l l ing away . I t is equal ly t r u e 
of t h e Amer i can people, t ha t the i r 
mos t sens i t ive nerves run th rough 
the i r pocke ts . 

I h a v e sti l l a q u a n t i t y of goods and 
implements on hand , w h i c h I want t o 
dispose of, and am r e a d y to fill o rde r s 
for any t h i n g I have on shor t not ice , 
or can b u y in the m a r k e t s ; a stock of 
refined sugars and a few barre ls ol 
N e w Orleans clarified in s tore . 

Clover and t i m o t h y seeds are ve ry 
low in pr ice n o w ; b u t are f i rm, and I 
th ink will soon advance . I can f u r -
n i sh the Ka lamazoo D i a m o n d p l o w s ; 
the Mishawaka a n d S o u t h Bend M a -
chine C o m p a n y , chil led p lows a t whole-
sale pr ices on cash o r d e r s ; also steel 
d r a g tee th for s ix cen t s a lb. F e n c e 
wire f rom 5 to 6 cen t s a lb., accord ing 
to size of wire . T h e new Home , N o . 
4£ Sewing Machine is g i v i n g t he b e s t 
sat isfact ion to all who have t r i ed i t ; 
i t is t he cheapes t mach ine in t he mar -
ke t for i t s fine cons t ruc t ion a n d r a n g e 
of work. I t is war ran ted for five y e a r s , 
and sen t on t w e n t y d a y s t r ia l on all 
o rders f rom G r a n g e officers u n d e r seal. 
T h e Chicago seed company of D e t r o i t 
will send the i r c i rculars a n d pr ices t o 
all G r a n g e s t h a t wr i te t h e m ; please 
r emember this , and d o n ' t s end to m e 
for seed l ists a s I h a v e none, n o r keep 
any g a r d e n seeds for sale. 

W m . Renn ie , of T o r o n t o , sells seeds 
on cash o rde r s a t low ra tes , and the 
Canada pos tage on seed is much less 
t han ours . Kerosene Mich, t e s t in-
spected, is 29 cts . a gal. a t D e t r o i t or 
here. O r d e r s for i t m u s t be accom-
panied with money . 



2 THE G R A N G E VISITOR. 

T H E G R A N G E V I S I T O R . 
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r w r e í a r g ' s flcparímetií. 

J . T. COBB, - SCHOOLCKAFT. 

Officers and members of Subordinate Granges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
always give the Number of their Grange, 

B L A N K S . 
Blanks that are sent free from this office on 

application are : 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-

* ordinate Granges. 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-

mona Granges. 
Blank application for organizing Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank applications for Membership in Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer. 
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges. 
Blank Certificates of Election to County 

Convention. 
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to 

the State Grange. 
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges. 
Blank Applications for Certificate of Dimit." 
Blank Plaster Orders. 
Blank Certificates of Incorporation. 

T O C O R R E S P O N D E N T S , 

As Bro. Woodman has deemed i t 
advisable to publish the " D i g e s t " A 
number of articles tha t we expected 
to be able to p r in t in th is Number , 
mus t lie over unti l some iu ture issue, 
I t will undoub ted ly relieve the Master 
of the S ta te Grange to have these de-
cissions not only b rough t under the 
eye of the Masters, b u t the general 
membership will become posted 011 
Grange Law. Th i s is cer ta inly very 
desirable. 

PLASTER.—Orders are coming along 
every day, and as we expected, nearly 
every one wants the plaster shipped 
about the day I get t he order. A 
letter just received f rom Day & Tay-
lor, states tha t there is a l ready some 
trouble in get t ing cars f rom some 
roads. D a y & Taylor furnish 8 hoop 
barrels for iiO cts . ; 10 hoop, 35 cents; 
American A bags, 20 cents, and no 
charge for filling bags or barrels. W e 
append f re ight rates to points where 
there is any change f rom last year. 

The changes in f re igh t fa tes ou 
plaster f r o m last season, as publ ished 
in the F e b r u a r y n u m b e r of the V I S I T -
OR, are, on the 

| e p a r t m e n t . Hillsdale County to unde r t ake a simi-
lar work. Th i s Ins t i tu te was u n d e r 
the direction of the officers of t h e ! 
H i l l s d a l e C o u n t y A g r i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y , i From The Star of Progress, paper of F a r m l -
a n d by t h e aid of the farmers of the j ton Grange, No. 207. 
County , p roved a grea t success we | Farmers, Women and the Government, 
conclude f r o m t h e repor t of the pro- ! 
ceedings sent u s by Bro. Hol loway 
Some of the essays read, t hough writ-
ten for and addressed to Hillsdale 
County farmers , discuss in an able 
manner , questions of practical value 
to the f a rmer wherever he may be lo-
cated. 

Essays upon Orchard Cultivation and 
Pruning , Marke t i ng Fru i t s , But ter 
Making, Fa rm Fenc ing—is it a necessi-
ty, and if so, what kind shall we build ' 
farm gardens ,—Do they pay I The 
best catt le for Hil lsdale C o u n t y . Can 
the large draf t horses be made profi-
table, and other subjects were read 
and intell igently discussed by practical 
men. T h e State Board of Agr icu l tu re 
made a move in the r ight direction by 
the in t roduct ion of these Inst i tutes , 
and their success is largely to be c red-
ited to the Order of P . of H . 

N o t tha t all who par t ic ipate are 
members of the Orde r , but the Grange 
has not only s t imula ted enqui ry , b u t 
has improved and educated m a n y of 
our fa rmers so t ha t they are far bet ter 
qualified to par t ic ipate in public meet-
ings than they were five years ago. 

W e had the pleasure of at tending 
the last one of the series of Inst i tutes 
th is winter held a t Cl imax in this 
County four weeks ago. T h e r e was 
a large a t tendance of intel l igent far-
mers and their wives. Th ree of the 
Professors of o u r Stale Agr icu l tu ra l 
College read very valuable and instruc-
tive papers to which were added essays 
by several of our mos t successful far-
mers . I11 a conversation w i t h Prof 
Cook, he confirmed the opinion I have 
expressed tha t these Ins t i tu tes would 
n o t have been sustained in any such 
creditable manner by farmers a few 
shor t years ago. H e said a very 
marked improvement was made each 
year in t he charac ter of the papers 
submitted by farmers a t these Insti-
tutes, and those presented this year a t 
the different places of mee t ing were 
highly creditable to their authors—all 
practical fa rmers of o u r State. W e 
shall endeavor to p resen t in each f a 
ture number, a paper upon some sub-
jec t in which the f a rmer has a direct 
interest a s & former, a n d hope to call 

M . C. R . IF. V I A . C. A N D M I , S H R L , ' .•> V . . L ' J 

Comstock, Augusta, Galesburg Battle • expressions of opinion, o r c n t i 
Creek, $18; Oshtemo, $15; Ma'ttawan, I C I s m s l l i a t develop t ru th , con-

Lawton , »20 ;JDecatur, $22; Glen- ! firm or overturn theor ies , which, it 
mat ters b u t little if we are makin<* ac-

§16 , 
wood, Dowagiac, Pokagon, '$24 

M. C. R. R. , VIA. JACKSON, 
Marengo, Marshall, White 's , Cereseo 

$2o; Grass Lake, $28 ; Francisco, $21» • 
Chelsea, $29.50; Dexter, Delphi Mills 
A n n Arbor, Ypsilanti, Denton's , §30. 

31. C. AIR LINE. 
Clarendon, Tekonsha, Union City, 

»Sherwood, $2-5 ; Centerville, ¥22 • Three 
Rivers, $20 ; Corey's, $23; Vandalia and 
Cassopohs, $25 
JACKSON, LANSING AND SAGINAW, VIA. 

«• R. V. R. R. 
Lans ing and Nor th Lansing, s->3-

Lansmgburg, $25; Bennington and 
Owosso, $25 ; Chessining, $27. 

GRAND RIVER VALLEY. 
Onondaga, $23; Charlotte, $21; Nash-

ville, $19; Sheridan, Quimby, Hast ings 
$17; I rv ing, Middleville, $15 ; Caledo-
nia and Hammond, $13. 

C. & L. IR. R. R. 
Northvil le, $35; Nixon, $37; Milford 

High land Clyde, $39; Grand Blanc,$41. 

I n the Execut ive Commit tee De-
p a r t m e n t of th is number is a p a r t only 
of a valuable paper upon a subject o"f 
vital interest to o u r Agr icu l tu re , a n d 
this was b u t one of several presented 
to the farmers of Hillsdale County, at 
an Ins t i tu te held at Hillsdale, on the 
14th and 15th of F e b . The success of 
the series of Ins t i tu tes held under the 
auspicies o f t he S ta te Board of Agri-
culture for three successive winters at 
different places in the State seems to 
have stimulated our farmer friends of 

E v e r y Independence D a y the ora-
to r tells us t ha t th is is the on ly land 
whe re the people a re the ru lers . H e 
forge t s to say t ha t women have no 
legal voice in the gove rnmen t , and 
f a r m e r s n e x t to none . H e boas t s of 
o u r f ree inst i tut ions, such as insane 
asylums, p o o r houses and jai ls . In-
temperance has m u c h to do wi th mak-
ing such ins t i tu t ions necessary , but 
women have no legal voice on tha t o r 
any o the r sub jec t . 

I t is genera l ly t h o u g h t t h a t all 

a monopoly to hide in a f o r t that 
G r a n g e r g u n s da re n o t b o m b a r d . 

C o u n t r y women a re n o t citizens 
and can not be , a cco rd ing to Web-
ster 's def in i t ion of t h e w o r d ; there-
fore i t would be unreasonab le to re-
q u i r e t h e m to a s sume the du t ies and 
responsibi l i t ies of c i t i zensh ip ; but 
f a n n e r s a r e invi ted t o jo in the Grange 
t h a t they m a y learn t h e du t i e s and 
respons ib i l i t i es of c i t izenship . Inside 
t h e g a t e s they l ea rn t h a t the consid-
era t ion of poli t ical sub jec t s is prohib-
ited. T h a t is' l ike r e q u i r i n g a boy to 
swim b u t fo rb id ing his going in to the 
water . T h e s e t h i n g s accoun t for the 
small n u m b e r of f a r m e r s in our legis-
l a tu re s to look a f t e r o u r in te re r t s . 

I t is expec ted of Granges t ha t they 
will g u a r d the i n t e r e s t s of profession-
al pol i t ic ians v e r y m u c h as it was 

women need to know, is to cook vict- o n c e e X p e c t e d o f * t h e Union armies 
uals, sc rub the k i t c h e n floor a n d dus t ; t h a t t h e y w o u u g u a r d the p rope r ty 
the p a r l o r ; a n d all t h a t f a rmers need o f r e l ) e l s t h a t p r o p e r t y hap"-
to know is how to ra i se " t a t e r s a n d p e n e d t 0 c o n s j s t 0f s i a V e s . 
sich.' Shall pol i t ic ians def ine o u r obliga 

T h r o u g h the government , men say t , o n s f o r ,,9 y 
to women, ' 'Don ' t concern yonrselves W h i m the m a n u a l e x h o r t s us to be 
about ma t t e r s and things, we will de- j d i l igent in o u r sea rch a f t e r t r u t h does 
cide when the flood ga t e s of intern- ; i t m a k e a n y exception i 

When we teach polit ical t r u t h s thai 
vitally affect f a r m e r s ' in teres ts—so far 
f rom b r e a k i n g a n y command of our 
noble O r d e r — w e do b u t obey the di-
vine command , " Let there be /if/hi." 

G. 1!. 

pe rance shall be o p e n e d ; we will de-
cide when y o u shall be t axed , im-
pr i soned or h u n g ; don ' t - concern 
yourselves , leave all these th ings to 
us. ' ' A n y man who should thus ad-
dress a woman personal ly would not 
be called a gen t l eman , even if he wro te 
" H o n , ' ' be fore his n a m e and " M . C." 
a f t e r i t , or even if his handkerchief 
was red, and he blew his nose l ike a 
t r u m p e t . 

Long ago i t was said t h a t the Rev. 
Spurgeon recommended dancing, but 
ins is ted t h a t t h e m e n should dance 
by themse lves and the women by 
themselves. I will ven tu re the non-
clerical op in ion t ha t such danc ing 
would n o t be a t t ended with satisfacto-
r y resul ts , b u t 1 bel ieve t h e y would 
be j u s t as sa t i s fac tory as the resul ts 
are t ha t a t tend our mascul ine govern-
ment dance. 

P rac t i ca l ly , f a r m e r s have b u t l i t t le 
more to do wi th the government than 
women have. I wonder t h e y are not 
d i s f ranchised and declared ineligible 
to office. T h e y may pe t i t ion Con-
gress—and, mos t l ikely , have t he i r 
pet i t ions spurned with con tempt . 
Some Granges hes i t a t ed to" pe t i t ion 

Byron Center, Feb . 7th, 1X78. 
Worthy ]}ro. Cobb:—I would like to 

say a few words in relation to our in-
stallation, which took place in our town 
hall at Byron Center, J a n . 23d, at in 
o'clock A. M. W e were up bright and 
early on t ha t clear, frosty morning, and 
with our baskets (and tea-kettles) were 
soon on our way to the place of meet-
ing. The roads were rough and hubby, 
and we were well jostled and jolted, but 
the hope and anticipation of having a 
good t ime made us forget the tedious 
four miles' ride. The arrival at tlie'hall, 
the sight of so m a n y cheerful faces, ami 
the new acquaintances formed, makes 
another bright page in life's history. 

Next came the call to order by our 
W o r t h y Master H . R. Lovejoy, and with 
it the thought that his official services 
as Master terminated, for a while ;it 
least. H e has a lways been prompt in 
the discharge of his duties, courteous 
to all, and I hope and believe that our 
grange properly appreciated him, for 
he has been a zealous and efficient offi-
cer and fai thful brother. After a shori 

Congress in r e g a r d to t h e tar i ff o u j Z 
foreign wool, on the g round t ha t pa t - , Master order was restored; then came 
rons , as such, m u s t n o t meddle wi th the blessing by the Wor thy Chaplain, 
poli t ics. I t would seem as if pa r t i e s ' » ' h e n gathered around the board like 
had t a k e n out a p a t e n t on poli t ies , one f a m i l y - j u s t as we a r e - t h e thought 

¡ a n d Grange r s m u s t n o t i n f r inge on K S E 
the pa ten t . i . . . . . . . - _ -

Grangers m i g h t 
lie installation of officers elect by Bro. 

resolve to have C. L . Whi tney , Lecturer of the State 
tual, positive progress. 

W e f requent ly have applications \ » " t h i n g to do with polit ics, b u t would Grange of Michigan. 

i z J r x s z ^ . t ^ S ? \ C ? * - — — ' ™ " d s I ^ a ^ ^ A S K reports . Before sending such blank , 
we always refer to the account of the 
Grange of the applicant , and if we find 
no r e p o r t is due f r o m such Sec-
re tary , no blanks are sent in answer to 
the demand. W e have not always 
answered these applications, as we 
have no t ime for unnecessary work. 
Before the first of April , a ful l supply 
of b lank reports for t h ree quar te rs 
(the remainder of this fiscal year) 
will be sent to each Secre tary who has 
repor ted to this office t he name of 
Master and Secretary for 1878. 

T o those who have not so repor ted, 
we cannot send. Occasionally we re-
ceive a repor t some weeks before the 
close of the quar t e r for which the re-
por t is made. Th i s is p r ema tu re and 
should never b e done. Secre tary ' s 
please remember this. 

Granges de l inquen t in r e p o r t s f r o m 
Sec re ta r i e s for two or more q u a r t e r s : 

Nos. 48, 111, 121, 146, 147,156, 206,223, 
234, 244, 249, 251, 302, 320,830, 409, 410, 
469, 473, 477, 486, 498, 496, 498, 500, 501, 
502, 527, 531, 651, 552, 559, 567: 587, 596, 
604, 607, 612, 620, 622. 

„ , i f r> • i n it seemed to me tha t each and every one 
I h e people of P o m p e i and He rcu - felt the new responsibility that rested 

l aneum migh t have resolved t ha t they . upon h im. Af ter the " installation, 
would have no th ing to do wi th Vesu- Bro. Whi tney spoke about an hour and 
vius, b u t would t ha t have res t ra ined j a t o t he large ga the r ing of Patrons 
the forces of Vesuvius ' I a n d t h e l r f r l e l u l s - a m i a ) 1 manifested a the l o r c e s o t Ves in ius . ; deep interest in his remarks . H e ex-

Home P a t r o n s live in cons tan t fear | plained many th ings of interest to 
tha t they will violate some of the i r j farmers, but his remarks on the subject 
obligat ions. L e t such good b ro the r s : o f education were practical, eloquent. 
dismiss their fears, a n d r emember tha t I ffr?nd- M a n 7 others were called upon, 
a P a t r o n of H u s b a n d r y has j u s t as I w h ° p r o m p t l y responded, on various 
good a r igh t to think, speak, ac t and 
change his views as any o the r man. 

W h e n I c i rcu la ted t h e tariff pet i 
t ion not a man r e f u s e d to sign i t—not 
a man accused me of t r y i n g t o in te r -
fere with his poli t ical r ights . 

F a r m e r s a re l ea rn ing t ha t t he i r in-
teres ts as men and f a r m e r s a re pa ra -
m o u n t to old par t i san interests . T h e y 
are anxious to learn, and one who is 
capable can teach t h e m wi thout incur-
r i n g the cha rge of in te r fe rence or of 
wishing to b i a s (prejudice) their po-
litical views, d i rec t ly or indirect ly . 

A wrong definition of the words 
interfere and bias has caused many a 
Patron to hide his l ighted candle un-
der a bnshel, and it has enabled many 

subjects, and among them was Sister 
Davis, of Paris Grange. I n her remarks 
she urged the brothers to bring the 
sisters to the grange meetings. She 
handled the subject well. I hope the 
sisters will follow her example and con-
tribute their share of intellectual food 
for the benefit of the Grange. 

Byron Center, Feb. Pith. 
I t h ink it would be for the good of the 

Order to form a Mutual Benefi t Associ-
ation wi th in the jurisdiction of every 
County or District Grange or Council 
of P. of H.,—each member in good 
s tanding in the subordinate grange to 
which he or she is attached paying a 
membership fee of one dollar; after that 
each member paying a death rate of one 
dollar on the death of any member of 
the association; and that the benefit be 
limited to and not exceed the sum of 
$500, giving to each member the power 


