[Ealamazoo Publishing Co.’s Print.]

Vor.3—No.4. |

WaoLe No. 36. |

SCHOOLCRAFT, FEBRUARY 15th, 1878.

MONTHLY

COMMITTEE o

Grange, P. of H,

ON
{ will Expire with No.

= = : 5
THE GRANGE VISITOR,
Is Published on the First and Fifteenth of
every Month
AT FIFTY CENTS PER ANNUM,

Invariably in Advance,
J. T. COBB, - -
To whom all communications should be ad-
dressed, at Schooleraft, Mich.

Remittances should be by Registered Letter,
Money Order or Draft.

Manager.

To Contributors.

As the VisITOR now bears date the 1st and
15th of each menth, to insure insertion in the
next issue, Communications must be received
by the 10th and 25th of each month. We in-
vite attention to those interested to our new
Heading * To CORRESPONDENTS.”

RATES OF ADVERTISING :
Acceptable advertisements inserted at the
rate of $2.00 per square, for each insertion.
A Liberal discount will be made on standirg
advertisements of three months or more.

R&™ For Grange Supplies kept by the Secretary,
see * L1sT OF SUPPLIES” on eighth page.

Officers National Grange.

MasTEr—S. E. ADAMS, Minn.
Overseer—J. J. WOODMAN, Mich.
Lecturer—MORT'MR WHITEHEAD, N. J.
STEwARD—A. J. VAUGHN, Miss.
Asst. STEWARD—WILLIAM SIMS, Kansas.
CrarLAIN—A. P. FORSYTH, Illinois.
TrEASURER—F. M. McDOWELL, N. Y.
SECRETARY—O. H. KELLEY, Kentucky.
GarE-Keerer—O. DINWIDDIE, Indiana.
CERES—MRSs. S. E. ADAMS, Minnesota.
Poxoxa—Mes. J. J, WOODMAN, Michigan.
Frora—Mes. JAS. T. MOORE, Maryland.
LapY AsSTISTANT STEWARD—M1ss CARRIE A.
HALL, Kentucky.

Officers Michigan State Grange.
™37 WOODMAN, - -
>

Paw Paw.

. W. AMS, - Tecumseh.
L.—C. L. WHITNEY, - - Muskegon.
S.—H. FLEMING, -_ - - Pontiac.
A.8.—W. H. MATTISON, - -  Ionia.
C.—SALMON STEEL, Bear Lake, Manis’e Co
T.—8. F. BROWN, - ° - Schoolcraft.
Sc.—J. T. COBB, - - - L
G. K.—A. N. WOODRUFF, - Watervliot:

“RES.—MRS. C. L. WHITNEY,  Muskegon.
Poxona—Mzs. W. T. ADAMS, Grand Rapids.
FLorA—Mzs. J. J. WOODMAN, Paw Paw.
L. A. S.—Mgrs. W. H. MATTISON, Ionia.

Executive Committee.

F. M. HOLLOWAY, Chairman, - Hillsdale.
J. WEBSTER CHILDS, - - - Ypsilanti.
GEO. W. WOODWARD, Shelby, Oceana Co.
C. G. LUCE, - - Gilead, Branch Co.
WESTBROOK DIVINE, Belding, Ionia Co.
J. J. WOODMAN, J. T. COBB, - Ex. Officio.
THOMAS MARS, Berrien Center, Berrien Co.
W SATTERLEE, Birmi.nggam, Oakland Co.

State Business Agent.
J. H. GARDNER, Centreville, St. Joseph Co.

Ceneral Deputy.
C. L. WHITNEY, &

Muskegon.
Special Lecturers.

Thos. F. Moore, Adrian, Lenawee Co
Geo. W, Woodward. _Shelby, .. Oconan 83
Samuel Laugdon, ..Bowen Station,.. . Kent Co
E. C. Herrington,...Four Towns, . Oakland Co
M. L. Stevens, Perry. .. Shiawassee Co
L. R. Brown,.... Rawsonville, -Washtenaw Co
Andrew Campbell,.. Ypsilanti, “ “

Mrs, Salmon Steele, .. Bear Lake, .. Manistee Co

U~pER existing regulations we are
required to send a copy of the Visrror
Jree to the Master of each Subordinate
Grange. We shall also send a copy
free to all Secretaries who send us ten
OF more names of subscribers for one
year, with pay for the same.

| 4 )
(Exectve Com. Depurtment,
GILEAD, Mich., Feb. 6, 1878.
The-condition of my throat is such
that I am again for a season at least
obliged to refrain from talking. But
shall try to talk through the columns
of the Visitor to the Patrons of the
State, or to those who are alive enough
to take and read the paper. One ob-
Jject the Executive Committee have in
view by the publication of the Visi-
TOR, i to diseminate information in
all parts of the State, in reference to
the state of the Order, in different
localities. When an impression has
been made upon the minds of mem-
bers in any locality that their breth-
ren in some other place are becoming
weak or discouraged, it has a dis
couraging influence upon those who
had reason to believe it. I am led
to make this remark, because some
saw at the late session of the State
Grange a feeling to a slight extent at
least, prevailing that the Order in the
castern part of the State wasnot as
great as in the western part. Until this
week the writer of this has been visi-

say, that at no time since the organi-

has there been found more earnest
faith in the future, than has every
where been met this winter. This
feeling is confined to no one part of
the State. The objects and aims of
the Order are more clearly defined in
the minds of the members and some of
the wild notions that were entertained
at first have necessarily been aban-
doned. On the 29th of January, I
visited Redford Grange in Wayne
County. Itis twelve miles west of
Detroit, on the Detroit and Lansing
R. R. If the spirit manifested in
that Grange is any criterion to judge
of the Order in eastern Michigan, or
in Wayne County, than it is safe to
say, that it is are in a highly pros-
perous condition. The Grange rents
alarge hall, some 70 or 75 feet long
I judge, and upon the occasion re-
ferred to, it was filed to overflowing.
The seats were all filled, and from 50
to 100 were compelled to stand on
their feet for two hours during the
exercises. Ican hardly think prompt-
nessMo time, one of the cardinal vir-
tues in Redford Grange, yet consid-
ering what they undertook to do in
one evening they did pretty well.—
One thing is certain, they ‘do not
want for musical talent. The excel-
lent music furnished by the Club, ad-
ded much to the interest of the oc-
casion. At a little after 8 o’clock P.
M. the large meeting was called to
order, and the exercises opened with
& song. At the conclusion of the
music the writer was placed upon the
stand, and he certainly ‘has no rea-
son to complain of the attention giv-
en by the 400 or 500 ladies and'gentle-
men present. Although they were
not all Patrons, yet those who were
not, seemed to give just as good at-

ting Granges evepy week since the-
; middle of December. Hasbeen north,
| south, east and west, and 1 desire to

i in
zation of the first Grange inthe State |

tention as those did who have the

f good judgzment to join. At the close
{ of nearly an hour and a half talk, we
had more good music, and then came
the Installation of Officers. The Hon.
Mr. Babeock, late State Senator from
Oakland County was installed Master
of the Grange The town of Redford
joins Oakland County, and it was
noticed that qu.te a sprinkling of the
members lived on the Oakland side
of the County line. At the close of
the installation exercises, an oyster
supper wasserved. Between two and
three hundred set down to the tables
and did ample justice to the oysters
and other good things. One thing is
sure, they have a good, healthy, live
Grange at Redford. They have rea-
son for further hope and perseverance.
The only criticism I felt like making
was they did not take quite enough
copies of the YisiTor. I have mever
found a discouraged Granger with a
copy of the VisiTor in his hand.
Pretty well along in the wee small
hours of the morning, we bid kind
friends adieu, and left the hall with
Bro. G. C. Gordon, under whose hos-
pitable roof the balance of the night
was spent. Bro. Gordon is again
Muster of the Wayne County Po-
mona Grange. He informed me
that  their = County Grange was
a good, prosperous condition,
and he ought to know for he is him-
self a living example of a prosperous
farmer. The splendid new house in
which he lives and his well cultivated
farm indicate that he knows how to
prosper. One duty I.omitted, and
that I will perform now. Bro. Gor-
don, please write for the VISITow;
you can be the means of doing good.
I never felt more positive assurance
than when at Redford that the GRANGE
had come to stay, not only in western
Michigan, but all over the State.
C.G.Luce.

YpsiLaNTI, Jan, 28, 1878.
Bro. Cobb:

Fraternity Grange No. 52, seven
miles south of this place, having com-
pleted a very neat and nicely arranged
hall, dedicated the same with ap-
propriate and very interesting cere-
monies on the afternoon of the fourth
of this month. Bro. Andrew Campell
officiated as dedicating officer. The
hall was beautifully adorned for the
occasion with evergreens, pictures,
fruits, grains and flowers. The main
hall was literally crowded with the
large gathering of members of the Or-
der and their many friends who had
been invited to be present and enjoy
the occasion with us. Bro. Campbell
conducted the exercises in a very
appropriate and interesting - manner,
and the whole ceremony seemed very
impressive, and was listened to with
the undivided attention ot all present.

After the dedication services were
concluded, Bro. Campbell gave us one
his earnest and most logical addresses,
setting forth in a clear and strong
light the necessity and advantages of
organization among farmers. ' Short
and interesting addresses .were also
made by Bro. Platt, master of Ypsil-
anti Grange, and Bro. S. P. Ballard,
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and others of Fraternity Grange; also
very timely and intéresting remarks
were made by Mr. John Campbelf,
which had the true ring although he
is not yet a member of the Order.
Much interest was added to the occa-
sion by the reading of a beautiful
original poem by the Worthy Lectur-
er, Sister Mary E. Lowe.

This part of the programme being
completed, the door to an adjoining
room with the conveniences tor sery..
ing refreshments, was opened, disclos-
ing tables loaded with a bountiful
supply of things good to eat, which,
accompanied by tea and coffec was
soon served to all, and a very pleas-
ent hour was passed eating drinking
and in social chat, after which all
returned to their respective homes,
feeling tnat we had enjoyed a pleasent
and profitable afternoon; and every
member of Fraternity Grange happy
and rejoicing that we had so conven.
ient and beautiful a Grange Home,

And here permit me through our
excellent GRANGE VISITOR to say to
all our Granges in the State, that in
my judgment, one of the most prom-
inent influences to insure permanenc
to the subordinate Grange is secure 5
when such organization has provided
for itself a suitable hall of jts own,
with all its appointments so arranged
as to be convenient for the work and
objects of the Order and calculated at
the same time to secure the comfort
and add to the pleasure of the mem-
bers. In the rural districts of our
State, we have not many public halls,
and it we had, they are not just the
best places to hold a meeting of the
Grange. A church also, is a good
place, and every way well arranged
for holding religious services ; a dis-
trict school house, when well con-
siructed, is just the place for a prima-
ry school, and a dwelling-house of all
others is the best place for the family
home, but none of these are designed
for, or really convenient for a Grange
home. No sooner hasa Grange been
able to furnish itself such & “Home”
than interest in its meetings and the
objects of the Order will be incfeased
—the work of the Order can be more
appropriately aml impressively per-
formed—the members all feel at home
there—everything around is calculat-
ed to add interest to the meetings,
and such a Grange will soon find
means to add to the conveniences of
the place, those invaluable appenda-
ges, books and papers, and adorn
its tables and walls with flowers, fruits,
grains and pictares. We advise all
subordinate Granges to secure to
themselves, if possible, sucn a Grange
home and then cherish and sustain it.
It will pay.

J. WessTER CHILDS,

—In a shower of rain an old “hat
looks as good as a new one.

—Always put off till tomorrow
what you cannot pay to-day.

A company -has been organized at.
Allegan,under the name of the Allegan
Mich.,Agricultural works, to manufac-
ture Carter's patent cultivators.
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Lectueer's Depantment.

J. J. WOODMAN, - = PAWEPAW

Public and Private Leclures

Learning that Bro. T. A. Thomp-
son, of Plainview, Minn., ex-Lecturer
of the National Grange, had been
elected president of the Patrons’ Paint
Company, and was traveling in the
interest of the company, I have in-
vited him to visit this State and lect-

ure to the county and subordinate ;

Granges. Iam much gratified to an-
nounce that he has consented to do
so,and will spend from four to six
weeks in the State at no distant day,
upon the following conditions, which
should be understood by the Granges
employing him : He will pay his own
traveling expenses from place to place,
expecting to be entertained by the
hospitality of the Patrons while stop-
ping with them. Private lectures to
Granges, upon subjects relating to the
welfare of the Order, and instructions
upon all the work of the Order, will
be delivered free. At the close of these
lectures, he will give a brief statement
(or history) of the organization of
which he is president, its composi-
tion, object, and manner of doing
business with Patrons. He will de-
liver public lectures, when invited to
do so, upon subjects relating directly
to the objects, aims, condition and
general work of the Order, for the
very low price of $5 a lecture. Bro.
Thompson was one of the “founders
of the Order,” and author of its un-
written work. He was the National
Deputy who organized our State
Grange. As Lecturer of the Nation-
al Grange, he traveled and lectured
almost constantly for three years. Ie
is a gentleman of culture. high moral
standing, a good speaker, and a true
Patron. I am confident that his visit
to our State will be productive of much
good. Give him a hearty welcome
and full houses. Granges desiring
public lectures should send their ap-
plications to him at once, that he may
arrange to accommodate as many as
possible with the least travel and ex-
pense. Address him at Plainview,
Minnesota.

Digest.

Believing it to be not only the right,
but the duty of every member of the
Order, to have access to, and become
acquainted with all the Laws and
usages of the Order, and in view of
the increasing demand for a more
general knowledge of the same, I have
concluded to commence the publica-
tion of the Laws of the Order, with
the next number of the VisiTor ; and
continue'the same with each succeed-
ing number, until all of the decisions
and rulings of not onl$¥the National,
but State Grange are before its read-
ers.

The numbers containing these rul-
ings should be carefully filed and pre-
served for future reference.

Farmers of Michigan.

If you do not wish to see the du-
ties on foreign wool again repealed,
and the price of Michigan wool go
back to 20 cents per Ib., send in your
remonstrances against the passage of
the unjust Tariff' bill now before Con-
gress. There is no time to’*be lost.
Prompt action is needed. Let the ex-
perience of the past, “be a lamp to
our feet.” The chairman of the com-
mittee having the bill in charge is
credited with saying, that “he is con-
fident the bill will pass without ma-
terial change.”

—To old subscribers—Please renew
at once. :

MUSKEGON.

. Field Notes.

On Saturday evening, the 12th inst.,
we_ had the pleasure of visiting and
witnessing the installation of the new
officers of Ross Grange, No. 24, by
invitation of Bro. H. Dale Adams, of
Galesburg, installing officer. This
Grange hasa convenient hall and is
doing well. Delinquent members
seem to be returning to the fold and
trying to make amends for the past.
Bro. Adams addressed the Grange on
the State Grange and its work, pre-
senting the subject in a manner high-
ly creditable to that body, and pleas-
ing to his hearers. DBro. Campbell,
P. M. of Galesburg Grange, who ac-
companied us, also entertained the
Grange with timely remarks. Among
other topics, we presented the Vis-
1or and took ten subscribers for it.

We were regally entertained by
Bro. Earl and his wife, who under-
stand Grange hospitality.

Bro. Touch was reinstated Master
of the Grange, and he is now serving
the fourth term. Change is not es-
sential to prosperity in No. 24,

On the 23d inst., we awoke in the
home of W. P. Whitney and wife, of
Byron Grange, No. 73, Kent county.
Grangers are not usually strangers,
and a Patron can always feel at home
with Bro. and Sister W.

A short ride brought us to the hall,
where were soon assembled a goodly
number of this earnest Grange. After
a short Grange session, a sumptuous
dinner was brought out of box and
basket to the satisfaction of the hun-

Ty.

The installation of officers was the
order of the . M. Being public,
the large hall was filled to overtlow-
ing by visitors, Patrons and non-Pat-
rons. Among the former, we noted
Bro. W. S. Crippen, of Ellena ; Bro.
Styles, of Paris Grange ; Sister Davis,
and Bro. W. T. Adams and his wife,
the W. P. of the State Grange.

The installation passed very pleas-
antly, and the marked attention to the
address indicated more than usual in-
terest in the work of our Order.

Bro. Whitney, Master of Kent Co.
Grange, placed in our hands some
notes from their last meeting, which
are given under the proper head.

The annual meeting of. Western
Pomona Grange, No. 19, took place on
the 24th and 25th insts., at Berlin, at
the hall of Ottawa Grange, No. 30.
Among the themes discussed was one
of importance to the Order and its
members everywhere, “How shall the
Grange be made interesting and at-
tractivein its meetings.” Bro. Nathan
Whitney claimed all questions of po-
litical and domestic economy should
be discussed, and the members inter-
ested in their investigation, nothing
should be excluded but partisan poli-
tics and sectarianism, and the view
was well received. Bro. Myron Har-
ris advocated the same by some well
chosen remarks. Bro. Burton would
have public meetings in the school
districts in the vicinity, and endeavor
to interest every worthy farmer in our
work and induce him to co-operate
with or join the Order. The W.M.
and W. L. also discussed the subject
at some length.

A series of resolutions relative to
taxation were adopted, similar to
those in another column ; we would
invite your attention to them. A fine
class of intelligent Husbandmen and
matrons took the higher lessomns of
the fifth degree.

An election of officers took place,
who were duly installed. This Pomo-
na Grange is under the care of the fol-
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lowing officers for the ensuing year,
W. M.—Thos. Wilde, Berlin. >
W. O.—M. E. Hudson, Hudsonville.
W. L,—C. L. Whitney, Muskegon.
W. 8.—Samuel Stouffer, Lisbon.
W. A. S.—R. Johnson, Pleasant.
W. Chap—s. D. Marain,, Berlin.
W. T.—Nathan Whitney, Trent.
W S.—Charles W. Wilde, Cooper-

W. Gk.--A. M. Kocher, Spring Lake.

W. P.—Mrs. C. L. Whitney, Mus-
kegon.

W, C.—Mrs. J. 8. Burton, Ravenba.

W.F.— ** Mary Lawback, Berlin.

W. L. A. 8.—Mrs. T. Wilde, Berlin.

Executive Committee—Myron Harris
Talmage, Nathan Whitney, Samuel
Stouffer, and W. L. Whitney, Master
and Secretary.

Two valuable and instructive lect-
ures were received from Dr, M. Miles,
of Lansing. These lectures which
were thrown open to the public, were
well attended and received by both
Patrons and farmers and others out-
side the gates. These lectures were
illustrated by the aid of a magic lan-
tern, giving life size pictures upon a
screen eight feet in diameter, which
at once gave to the eye knowledge
that could be given in no other way.
The doctor gave illustrations of the
more valuable breeds of cattle, sheep,
and horses, showing the particulars
wherein they were valuable. He fur-
ther pointed out the objects to be
gained and aimed at in breeding, and
how, by a knowledge of co-relation of
parts, the breeder could be assisted.
We have not room for as full a digest
of these lectures as we would like %o
give, but we commend the doctor to

all who would study this subject. |

We were in session two whole days,
and yet were short of time.

Four full meals were served at -the
hall by Ottawa Grange, No. 30, and
there was an abundance left, and they
entertained a large number two nights,
as they so well know how to do. Many
thanks are theirs.

We met our worthy brother, Secre-
tary of Kent Co. Grange, John Preston
and his estimable wife, who attended
all our sessions.

We took twelve subscriptions to
the Visiror, which we forward. The

change in form pleased all who have |

it here. They say they can’t do with-
out it.

The next meeting of this Pomona
Grange takes place at Lisbon on the
fourth Thursday of February, 28th
inst.

The Patrons Mutual Fire Insur-
ance Association of Newaygo and
Muskegon counties makes its first
annual report, and no loss yet, but a
large number of risks taken.

Something to Discuss.

Svery farmer, and especially every
Patron, ought to consider well and
to arrive at some position upon the
subjects given below. - Where can we
better begin than athome, in our sub-
ordinate Granges?

The highest achievements of our
Order have had a beginning in the
subordinate Grange, work may Be
planned and placed before the subor-
dinate Granges in such a system that
much valuable time may be saved and
greater, because more concentrated,
work be done.

Kent county Grange, No. 18, and
Western Pomona Grange, No. 19,
have given the farmers within their
borders texts for many an evening’s
work.,

We would place the series of reso-
Iutions offered in the Kent county
Grange at their meeting on the 18th
and 19th, at Grand Rapids, before our
subordinate and county granges, and
ask their consideration :

WHEREAS the property of the farm-
ers as a class, consists principally of real
estate, and whereas it is an undisputed
fact that real estate bears seven-fold

more burdens in the way of direct taxa-
tion than personal estate, therefore,

Resolved, That it is the duty of farm-
ers as a class, as well as all other real
estate owners and skilled and common
laborers to study and discuss the laws
of political economy Wwith reference to
bringing about legislation both national
and state that will justly equalize the
burdens of taxation. =

Resolved, That at all times it is the
duty of good citizens to note with jeal-
ous eare the acts oftheir public servants,
always requiring of them Ihg same
economy in the management of public
affairs that characterizes a successful
business man in private affairs; that
while an intelligent and enterprising
people will sanction all needful expen-
diture of money for public improve-
ments, they should jealously guard
against all needless burdens of taxa-
tion, but that the present enormous ex-
penditures of money in our county
(Kent), amounting to over eighty-nine
thousand dollars within the past year,
without any great public improvments,
is a subject of alarmn, especially in these
times of general business prostration,
and while all kinds of labor are seeking
for employment at less than half their
former rates.

Resolved, That the salaries and per
diem wages of our public officers are
disproportionately high compared with
the wages paid by private individuals
for skilled and common labor, and it is
a notorious fact that there is a growing
tendency on the part of public officers
to prolong their sittings and nurse jobs
at public expense.

Resolved, That we recommend that a
wise, humane and discreet committee
on charity be elected in each subordi-
nate (Grange, whose duty it shall be to
seek out the unfortunate within their
jurisdiction, who need assistance, and
if such exist, that we set apart days
when the public will be invited to con-
tribute and bring a portion of their
stores to the Grange halls, to be by the
committee distributed,thussaving thous-
ands of dollars in the way of direct tax-
ation, and mercifully caring for the un-
fortunate wards of our towns. A wise
precaution dictates that only those who
have gained a legal settlement shail re-
ceive assistance, as otherwise our sever-
al townships might be imposed upon.

Resolved, That we recommend to the
subordinate Granges the propriety of
erecting halls two stories in height, the
upper story to be used for Grange pur-
poses, accessible at all times from the
outside, or a hall with deafened floors
between and with lower stories so ar-
ranged that they are convenient for
school purposes, where farmers’ sons
and daughters may receive instruction
in the higher branches of learning,
through private enterprise and under
home influences.

These resolutions were unanimous-
ly adopted and the following is re-
ferred to the committee on taxation,
and need legislation :

Resolved, 'That, in our opinion, the
board of supervisors, as at present con-
stituted, ought to be abolished by law,
and in its stead a board of county
commissioners, consisting of one com-
missioner for every six towns or city
wards, or msjor part thereof, in a coun-
ty, to be elected by the several districts
so made. The duties of such board shall
be to equalize the property valuation of
the county for state and county tax once
in five years to fix the rate of per cent
that property shall be assessed at in the
interim by the several township ases-
sors and supervisors ; to audit all elaims
and perform all the duties pertaining
to the present bgard. KEach commis-
sioner shall have appellant jurisdiction
in all cases of disagreement between
town supervisors and individuals, and
his decision shall be final. adis

The western Pomona Grange, No.
19, (Ottowa and Muskegon counties)
adopted the same resolutions, except
the latter two, which were referred to
committees to be reported and dis-
cussed at the next meeting. *

The discussion of these themes and
their publication by the efforts of
our Order will soon enlist every tax-
payer of the State in the investigation
of the facts they call forth.

May not other counties be found to
have - even greater cause for alarm
than Kent ?

Brothers, look this up.

—Half a pair of glove; “is better
than none at all,
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A Review—Art Life, aud Other Poems.

We usually look to the learned pro-
fessionals for poetry, and especially
volumes of poems; bnt why ? Are
there not men and women among the
trades and the tillers of the soil with
as cultivated minds as elsewhere ?
True poetry is a natural product and
the schools only uid to express it and
utilize it.

Who has a better opportunity to
be a Nature's poet than the farmer
who is in constant communion with
nature in her varied forms and sea-
sons and is not biased by the conven-
tialities of society as seen and felt in
to wnlife?

We have read the little volume of
B. Hathaway, of Little Prairie Ronde,
with great pleasure, and often felt in
the reading that this farmer at least
saw spring and her flowers, summer
and her sweets, autumn and her fruits,
and took winter’s leisure with a true

poet’s enjoyment, and thus lived in a |

higher sense than his less fortunate
neighbors. To read this volume is to
learn that the author is conversant
with the natural sciences and their
application to man's use, that he has
a high appreciat'on of home and its
enjoyments and the tender ties that
bind us to earth, but that God in his

ido, that another has.

brothers and sisters, as you love your
Grange, let me exhort you to be faith-
ful in the support of your officers. By
so doing you will greatly strengthen
them. Let us be kind to each other,
and vigilant in our efforts to build up
a more perfect union—union being an
essential element of strength in all in-
stitutions. 'We should never lose
sight of its importance. If we do, we
are in danger of the introduction of
some ¢lement of discord in an un-
guarded moment, that will work our
downfall and ruin. But union alone
will not guarantee growth and im-
portance; to union should be added
activity and perdeverance, and the
crowning glory, that charity which
thinketh no evil and is every ready to
assist the weak and raise the fallen.
Is it not true that we often fail to re-
cognize the important truth that all
men are unlike, no. tweo persons pos-
sess the same qualities in the same
proportion. One has not the strength
ot will and resolution to do, or not to
‘We should
therefore be careful in our criticisms
and judgments, and avoid that hasty
condemnation of a brother for an error |
which forgets the obligation recorded, !
and the charity that forgives as it
hopes to be forgiven. TIn saying this,
you may, perhaps, well inquirs, if I

wisdom orders all things.

We read with particular zest “The |
Voices of Natare,” and heard again |
the warblers’ notes from bush and |
tree, so familiar to our childhood. !

In “The Songs of the Seasons” we
find many a beautiful thought we
have often felt but had not the ability
to gpeak.

In his “Miscellaneous Pocems™ we
find a centennial hymn among others,
each woith the price of the volume.

Read and judge. Published by H.
H. Carter & Co. 81 for a $1.25 book.

Retiving Address.

Address of Bro. Marvy 8. Booth,
the retiricg Master of Portage Grange,
No 16, at the installation of its offi-
cers, Jan. 11th, 1877:

Worthy Master, Brotlers and Sisters :
In taking my leave of you as your
Master, it is with mingled feelings of
joy and sorrow. The thought of be-
ing relieved of the duties and burthens
of Master is gratifying to one of my
ageand infirmities. Being a friend of,
and interested in the welfare of the
Order, I welcome, for myself, the
¢hange with pleasure, and with high
hopes for the future of our Grange;
but when I think of the many happy
and enjoyable sessions and greetings
we have had, while I was your presid-
ing officer, the severing of those re-
lations fills me with sorrow and regret.
For two years I have labored in this
position, and have endeavored to do
my duty faithfully and impartially.
No doubt T have committed many
errors; but 1 trust the duties and re-
sponsibilities are now placed in abler
hands, and that the work of building
up and perpetuating our Order will be
carried forward with renewed spirit
and energy. I am impressed with the
idea that the only hope for the farmers
of our country to rise above the posi-
tion which they heretofore occupied is
!)y organized and united effort; and
if this Grange movement fails we have
little to hope for the farmers of our
country.

I congratulate you in the choice of
your p_ﬁicers. The experience and
capability of your newly elected Master
must necessarily make him popular
wnt}: the whole Grange and with the
assistance of the efficient corps of offi-
cers you have elected to support him,
makes us very sanguine of the suc-
cess of the Grange, and angurs well

practice what I preach; Ianswer: our
life is largely made up of renewed re-
solutions to do better in the future
than in the past; and our associations

i in the Grange has, I trust, developed

in some degree in us all, more for-
bearance as well as more friendliness.
This institution offers opportunities
not only for social enjoyments but for
mental improvements that we should
not fail to use. I know the enquiry
is sometimes made, “ What has the
Grange accomplished ?”” Every close
observer can truly answer that it has
accomplished more in the short time it
has been in the field than any other in-
stitution in the same period. Large
as this claim is, it is true, and if true,
we should make every reasonable
effort to advance the interests of the

i Order within the bounds of our in-

fluence. Brothers and sisters, lest I
weary you I will close. Your many
kindnesses towards me since I have
been connected with you in the
Grange has placed me under many
obligations for which I shall ever have
aheart warm with gratitude and thank-
fulness. The success of the Grange
while I have been Master has been
measurably good, and is mainly due
to the brothers and sisters associated
with me, and I cheerfully place it to |
their credit, and there let it remain.

I nave heard a story of an ex-Gov-
ernor of Connecticut who being blessed
with sufficient of this world’s goods to
supply all his worldly wants, had re-
tired to private life, after satisfying his
political ambition. He owned some
land, and being of an agricultnral turn
of mind, had manured and fertilized
his land to make it productive, and
sowed his wheat. It grew finely, and
he frequently walked out to look at it.
One day as he was looking at his
wheat, a neighbor came by and re-
marked to him: ‘‘ Governor, Provi-
dence has blessed you with a fine crop.”
«Q, yes,” said the Governor, “I gave
providence a good chance.”

Moral. Providence seldom blesses
those who do not try to help them-
selves. Providence will not often
bless us unless we give him a chance.

OBSERVER.

Srt. ALans, Vr., Jan. 15, 1878,

Tue proposition to amend the
constitution so that subordinate sec-
retaries would be required to report
to State Secretaries only twice a
year, found no fayor with the National

for its future prospects, And now,

Grange.

Pomona or County Granges.

Now that the real advantages of the
Pomona or County Grange are be-

coming better understood, the impor- |

tant place they fill in our organization
more fully realized, we find the Pa-
trons are taking hold of them more
earnestly. Ohio now has about forty
of these organizations, with prospects
of more in the near future; other
States are moving in the same direc-
tion. The necessity of a County Or-
ganization was found when the Order
commenced with rapid strides tosweep
over whole States, the members in a
County, numbering hundreds and per-
haps thousands, feeling the need of a
medium throngh which the same prin-
ciple of united effort in a neighbor-
hood could be applied, particalarly in
business matters to a wider territory.
At that time no provision had been
made by the founders of the Order
for this connecting link between the
Subordinate and-State Grange; and
s0, “necessity,” being the “mother of
invention ” County Organizations be-
gan to spring up under the name
of “councils.”

Feb. 1875, the matter was introduced,
and such regulations adopted for the
government of “Pomona or County
Granges” as would render them uni-
form in their organization and work.
It being thought at the time that as
these Pomona or County Granges
were to have charge of the * educa-
tional and business features of the Or-
der,” important matters as they were,
that they should be composed of the
very best material from the Subordi-
nate Granges, and hence a partial
limit at least, was placed upon the
number who at any one time could be

admitted into the higher Grange; |
This was |
thought by many to be creating caste |

“not to exceed three.”

or aristocracy in the Order, and, in

some quarters, much feeling was ex- |

pressed and a prejudice created against
the Pomona Grange. The National
Grange took such steps at its next
session as would remove the objection-
able feature, and Pomona or County
Granges are now organized under such
regulations as each State Grange may
adopt. It hasbeen thought by a good
many Patrons, that the uniformity
should at least have been preserved
at the time. Therefore, at the
present time, with the only ob-
jection that was ever raised against
them removed, we are not surprised
that when properly understood they
are increasing in number and favor
with members of the Order. The
mere fact of members of the Order
from a whole county meeting togeth-
er at stated times and becoming ac-
quainted, enjoying the pleasures of
social intercourse and acquaintance,
is worth far more than their cost, to
say nothing of the necessity of such
an organization, to discuss questions
pertaining to the whole county, to
secure legislation, or enforce laws al-
ready passed for the protection of
farming interests ; to strengthen and
increase the weaker Granges; to bring
about the organization of associations
for business, insurance, etc.; gather
information in regard to crops and
markets, and all the many interests
connected with the farmer's life.—
Wherever a Pomona Grange gets into
good working order, and its members
get a right idea of itsimportance and
the work to do, we find that they
grow in favor and interest, and must
result in great good to all concerned.
— Grange Bulletin

—Grace Greenwood” was standing
in a Washington horse-car, when a
sudden start of the car threw hewover
into a gentleman’s lap, when she said,
“T beg pardon, Sir; but you see I am
a Taplander.”

At the annual session |
of the National Grange, at Charleston, |

HUMOROUS.

—A tailor, in skating, fell through
the ice; he was afterward heard to de-
clare he would never again leave his
“hot goose” for a “cold duck.”

—Shack Nasty Jim, the once famous
Modoe, has raised 1,200 bushels of
corn, and wants to know the process
of prepariug it so that it may be eaten
out of a flask.

—Yonng Wife. “ My dear, don’t be
eternally finding faulf with the fash-
ion. If you don't like the style of my
hair, don’t press yours in that way,
that’s all. If I were to follow your
example I should have to wear my hair
bald-headed.” [ Husband collapses.)

—The Norristown Herald remarks:
“The coming dress for ladies doesn’t
touch the pavement by about three
inches. This will obviate the necessi-
ty of ladies wishing they had three
bands when out promenading: but
some method will have to be devised
to keep the sidewalks swept clean.”

—They had been engaged for a
long time. and one evening not long
since they were reading the paper to-
gether. “ Look, love,” he exclaimed;
“only $20 for a suit of clothes.” ¢1Is
it a wedding suit?” she asked, looking
naively at her lover. *Oh, no,” he
answered, *“ it's a business suit.”
“Well, I mean business,” she replied.

Very few of the great minds of this
country have come from the city or
the cradle of the rich. The farm and
workshop have supplied by far the
largest number of our eminent men.—
Dr. Hall.

Business Law.

Ignorance of the law excuses no one.

An agreement without consideration
i void.

Signatures made with a lead pencil
are good in law.

A receipt for money is not legally
conclusive.

The acts of one partner bind all the
others.

Contracts made on sunday cannot
be enforced.

A contract made with a minor is
void.

A contract made with a lunatic is
void.

Principals are responsibe for the
acts of their agents.

Agents are responsible to their prin-
cipals for errors. :

Each partner in a firm is responsible
for the whole amount of the debts of
the firm.

A note given by a minor is void.

Notes bear interest only when go
stated.

It is not legally necessary to say on
anote “for va'ue received.”

A note drawm on sunday is void.

A note obtained by fraud or from a
person in a state of intoxication, can-
not be collected.

If a note be lost or stolen, it does
not release the maker ; he must pay it.

An indorser of a note is exempt from
liability if not served with notice of its
dishonor within twenty-four hours of
its non-payment.

Norvell, Jackson Co., Mich. )

Feb. 8,1878. §
Worthy Bro. Cobb : i

Qur Grange is now in good working
order and we are making it pay finan-
cially as well as socialiy.

‘We keep on hand a good assortment
of groceries, have a purchasing fund of
about $75, which we raised by paying
our dues one year in advance. The plan
works well, and we thiwk it a good one.

‘We have a neat little hall, which cost
us about $600..:'We are about to order
plaster. Please send some more blanks.

Fraternally, yours,
G.R. RIFAD, See,
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Officers and members of Subordinate Oranges
in corresponding with this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange.

BLANKS,
Blanks that are sent free from this office on
application are :
Blank Quarterly Beports of Secretaries of Sub-
ordinate Granges.
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-
mona Granges.

Blank application for organizing Pomona
Granges.

Blank applications for Membership in Pomona
Granges.

Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer.

Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges.

Blank Certificates of Election to County
Convention.

Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to
the State Grange.

Blanks for Consolidation of Granges.

Blank Application for Certificate of Dimit.

Blank Plaster Orders.

Blank Certificate of Incorporation:

TO CORRESfON DENTS.

J. S., of Cass City.—Your statement
claims so much that we hesitate to
print it until we are better posted.

J. E. P.—Must try again.

Pokagon—Deferred for the present.

A. N. R.—Will publish as soon as
we can find room.

S. L. B.—Shbort of room this issue.

Plaster.

We are receiving orders daily for
plaster, but not in such numbers as
we ought to have, to avoid the delays
and vexations that are sure to follow
a demand for shipment of large quan-
tities in March.  The trouble will be
in getting cars just when wanted. We
can guarantee that there will be no
trouble in loading cars at the mill
when once they are procured, but we
fear that many will have cause before
the first of April to regret their tardi-
ness in this matter. We therefore
urge all who can, to not only order
soon but order it shipped at once, if
you can take care of it. Better have
it two weeks to soon than two weeks
to late.

Freight rates remain
last year. We do not publish the
schedule of rates, as we want to
believe that every Grange has a file
of the VISITOR and by refering to the
last February number can know all
about it. To those who have not,
we can send, to a limited extent, that
number, which gives the rate from
Grandville to most parts of the State.

In answer to enquiries about bags
and barrels, Day & Taylor requests
us to say that they will be furnished

the same as

at cost—American A bags, 20c; good
ten hooped barrels, 35c, and adding
no extra charge for filling. Parties

who wish, can send their own bags by
freight or express and have them filled.

Without reference to what mem-
bers of the Old Combination may of
fer their plaster for, it is sufficient for
us to know that they are not disposed
to recognize the commen sense prop-
osition, that farmers can do their own
business, but insist that there must
be an intermediate party, whose prof-
its the consumer must pay.

Our contract price with Day <&
Taylor is no doubt as cheap as pure
plaster well ground can be afforded
at the mill, and is so low that any
one who uses plaster at all can afford
to use it liberally.

We do not, however, advise a lib-
eral use in anticipation of a much
higher price in future, for certainly if
yyestick together and sustain Day and

Taylor Cand we shall) there will be no !
advance while labor remains as cheap |
as it now is.

Initiatory Fees.

We get letters almost daily enquir-
ing if the initiation fee has been re-
duced. We assume that a suffi-
cient number of States have not yet
voted upon the amendment submitted
to decide the question. So far as we
have seen, every State has ratified the
amendment reducing the fee. but we
must patiently wait until the Master
of the National Grange makes procla-
mation that the proposed amendment
has become a part of the constitution,
before we test its value to the Order.
We shall certainly make haste to no-
tify the Order in this State as soon as
possible after such proclamation s
made.

The Visitor.

If its friends desire to have it con-
tinued as a semi-weekly, they must
not relax their efforts to extend its
circulation. We need another thou-
sand sub.-cribeis to ensure it against
loss, an 1ought to have them within
the U ML lour weeks, and shall if our
friends are diligent. Our success de-
pends on their efforts Need we say
more.

We had promised ourselves and
perhaps some of our friends to write
up an account of several meetings
held in January for the Installation
of Officers, at some of which we were
present. But we have been unable
to do so on account of our time being
so occupied with more pressing du-
ties. Besides our friends in different
parts of the State have sent us so
many reports of the good time had
at the Installation of tlieir officers,
whether public or not, that we feel as
though a conclusion had been reach-
ed—that good Patrons make good
cooks, good suppers, good company,
good speeches, and have a good time
generally, and a good farmer and his
good wife who are not good Grangers
loose many good things that are with-
in their reach. We are clear upon
one point—with the loss of members
during the year there has been a de-
cided gain in many Granges in life
and interest. More application, more
earnestness and a determination to
realize more of the social and educa-
tional advantages which the organiza-
tion oilers to its members. The har-
monious and fraternal spirit which
pervaded its members and character-
ized the sessions of the late State
Grange seems to have been transmit-
ted by the delegates and visiting mem-
bers to the Order at home, and we
have much new evidence of an awak-
ened and renewed interest in many
parts of the State.

There are a few things that .seem
very difficult to learn. Secretaries
are slow to learn that it is one of
there duties to report the names and
post office address of the Master and
Secretary elect, to the Secretary of
the State Grange—we are now get-
ting about one report a day, and this
tardiness isdelaying the publication of
the Proceedings of the State Grange.
These reports should have all been
in the first week in January. Will
Masters make inquiry and know that
an election report has been made.
Quite a number of Masters are not
getting the VISITOR, simply because
no election report has been made to
this office. The other thing which
not only Secretaries, but other Cor-
respondents seem slow to learn, is
giving the No. of their Grange—with
that we can almost tell which side of
the road they live on—without it, we
are often put to our wits end to an

Y will ever see our answer.

swer a letter with a reasonable ex-
pectatiou that the person addressed
Last week
we received from a Secretary, a list of
a dozen subscribers to the VISITOR.
The name we suppose of his town-
ship was given with the date.

No postoffice, no name or number
of Grange, and well—we were not en-
tirely happy.

ARGUMENTS multiply every day in
favor of giving the facilities to the
people for investing their savings in
United States securities. The Newark
(N. J.) Savings Bank, with liabilities
amounting to 'over thirteen millions
of dollars, has been taken charge of

by a court of chancery, A similar
institution at Tauton, Mass., closed
its doors outright yesterday. With

such events happening every day, it is
not strange that the people are de-
manding postal savings banks, or some
other means of readily investing their
savings in the securities of the Nation-
al Government.

On a
enger
asked :
faster

railway line recently a pass-
stopped the conductor and

"Why does not the train run

"It goes fast enough to
suit us. If you don't like the rate of
speed get oft'and walk," was the re-
joinder. "1 would," replied the pass-
enger, setting back in his seat, " but
my friends wouldn't come for me until
the train comes in, and | don't want
to be waiting around the station two
or three hours ' —Husbandman.

J. 1. McCall, a Shiawassee County
farmer, has had to pay $100 for some
white wire clothes line. The line is a
good thing, but we should think it was
very dear at the price. But what he
loses on (he wire he gains in experi-
ence.

CHICAGO, Feb. 4,1878.
J. T. Cobb :

WORTHY BHO.—I have never at-
tempted to write anything for the Vis-
itor, but being deeply interested in our
little paper, and thinking that a few
words from the Patrons of Berrien Co.,
and the success of their efforts in co- op-
eration might interest Home, | venture
to send [}/ou this. 1 am in Chlcago buy-
ing s for our co-operative store in
Buc anan Mich., and while here |
called upon Bro. John C. Miller, located
at 53 MarketSt., who isa Patron from
our county, under good bonds, and se-
lected by our county to dlsposeof their
surplus products and that of others who
may favor him with a shipment. | find
that Chicago was never duller, and all
business is at a stand still, still Bro.
Miller isable to sell all that is consigned
to him at fair prices, and the only want
with him is variety and quantity of pro-
duce to sell, and | sincerely hope that
the Patrons of Michigan will assist us
in our infant enterprise by giving Bro.
Miller a trial, as | know him to be hon-
est and Wllllng and thus held to firmly
establish the fact of our ability to do
our own business and save ourselves
from those sharpers that are constantly
cheating the producer out of his bard
earnings. | saw a letter froma patron
in Algona, lowa, in which he stated
that they had lost’ (as a county) by the
failure ofGooch & Barber $2-300 and
expressing their determination to ship
hereafter to Bro. Miller. You will no-
tice that the amount lost by this one
county would pay the running expenses
of Bro. Miller's ‘establishment for one
year, and more too. A word to the wise
is sufficient. Yours, in a good cause,

F. FRANKLIN,

Agt. Berrien Co. Co-operative As'n.

Madison, D, T., Feb. 0, 1878.
J. T. Coins, Schoolcraft, Mich.:

Wrothy Brother :—Enclosed find 25
cents, for which please send me the
VISITOR six months. Please commence
with No. 2, Jan'y loth ; times are hard
with me, but cannot live without the
VISITOR since lea”ng Michigan ; have
missed the VISITOR”and also the Grange
very much. But am in hopes we shall
have one organized here soon.

Yours, Fraternally,
L. F. PACKARD,
Madison, Lake Co., Dakota Ter.

hate [|9°"*"'® department.

J. H. GARDNER, - CENTREVILLE.

A Word in Season.

Buying at retail and on credit at
that, is to buy in a dear market; too
many farmers follow this practice, and
the result is, that it keeps them poor,
and makes hard times and hard get-
ting along, both for them and all par-
ties concerned. As arule, farmers are
not poor, yet from bad management
many buy their family supplies in
small quantities at a time and on credit
at that. In carrying on a farm, good
judgment is necessary in raising and
marketing the crops, and in taking
care of the stock and selling the same

at the proper times, when the best
results can be realized : and equal good
judgment is required in making the

necessary purchases of drygoods, gro-
ceries and implements.

The farmer should take advantage
when he has money from the sale of
his crops, to lay in a stock for a year,
or six months, at least; by doing so,
he can save from ten to twenty-five
per cent over what he would be com-
pelled to pay on credit for small quali-
ties. Sugars, by the barrel can
generally be had for one half to a
cent per pound less than in buying a
few pounds at a time. Besides the
convenience to the women of having
it on hand when wanted, and not be
ing compelled to wait until some one
is going to the village. -'Always pay
cash down," is one of the best rules of
the Grange and should be daily incul-
cated and strictly lived up to; then
" duns" will be uuknown, and the calls
of the officer not dreaded nor feared.
By paying when you buy lower prices
can be had, The Grange affords the
hest facilities for purchasing at whole-
sale rates that the farmers can secure,
and every wide awake Patron should
avail himself of them.

I am now offered salt at Saginaw,
by the car load, for 80c for No. 1, and
70c for No. 2, per barrel. If any one
wishes salt to sow in the spring, it is
best to get either No. 1 or No. 2, in
bulk, liefuse saltis wetand dirty and
not plenty. | have known a car of refuse
to loose over a ton in weight by drain-
ing, from what it was billed at, and
what it weighed down The No. 1 is
as dry and clean as it isin barrels, and
if it is loaded iu a clean car it is equally
good for any purpose as barrel salt.
Every Grange can use a car load to
good advantage during the next six
months.

| want every one in writing to me
to give the name of their postoffice
and County and not forget their own
name if they expect to get an answer,
| have no time to look up postoffices,
which are frequently different from
the name of the Grange Often the
postmark is so poor that it cannot be
made out; aud some sign their letters
in such a manner tnat the name may
be almost anything. | received a let-
ter not long since, containing a bank
draft and order for goods to qui'e an
amount, that had no signature, nor
direction to whom or where the goods
were to be sent. It takes time and

trouble to hunt out such oversights,
and shows the need of care and
caution.

Business is now on the increase,

and goods are moving more freely
than they have been for several weeks

past- | am ready to fill all orders for
any quantity of articles which | have
on hand. When not on hand, if ship-

ped direct, by the piece or in unbrok-
en packages, the money must be
sent with the order. There is too
much delay in making payments, for
me to advance money for nothing, to
pay for goods and wait weeks and



