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BY 0. Z. FELLOWS.

Sigh for the past, and glance across

The waste of years, and mourn the loss,
Mourn for that which thou shalt see
Blot the page of memory.

All the hopes of early years,
All the brightest dreams of youth,
Felt the chill of doubts and fears
In the sternness of the truth.

In the present, nobly act ;

Life's a stern, undoubted fact;
Man is weak, but mind is strong,
Right must ever conquer wrong.

Work with faith and work in love,
Stout of heart and true as steel ;
Put your trust in God above,
Put your shoulder to the wheel.

In the future without fear

Hope for that which seemeth near,
And in hoping labor still

With a purpose and a will.

Thus in spite of doubts and fears
You may realize in truth,
All the hopes of early years,
All the brightest dreams of youth,
[Dirigo Rural.

Let us Beantify onr Homes.

BekriEx CENTRE, Jan. 21st, 1878,
Brother J. 1. Cobb:

As I have been personated to write
up articles on the subject of “True
Hospitality of the American Farmer’s
Home,” I will ask: Farmers of Mich-

ing homes ! If not, I want you to

! go to work and make them so. What

do we live for if it is not for true en-
joyment, and how can we have that
enjoyment if our homes are distaste-
ful to our neighbors, our friends, and
passers-by ? There is no farmer that
can not afford to spend a few leisure
moments in fixing up around the
house and garden. If we feel unable
to purchase costly evergreens and

trees and plant them tastefully in the
front and back yard and garden, sow
grass seed and keep the lawn nicely

| mounds with stone or sod, plant there-
in some attractive flowering plants;
arrange tastefully a flower garden;
assist the wife and daughters in doing
the hard work, and I assure you they
will look after the remainder. Keep
your back lot looking as neat as the
front; see that every species of de-
caying substances are picked up, and
do not allow any filth to remain upon
| the ground to decay and germinate
disease.

If you will devote a little time to
this mattez, you willsoon be convinced
that such labor well performed pays—
pays if your ever ofter your farm for
sale, but pays an hundred fold in the
enjoyment it insures to yourself, your
family, and your friends. When we

we are attracted at once to the
flower-garden and lawn, and seeing
everything nice, we feel like in-

vear, with pay for the same,

igan, have you hospitable and invit- |

shrubbery to ornament with, let us | e
go to the near wood-lot, then select | Lo carn e

rock maple, elm, or other suitable |

mowed and raked off; arrange little |

ez
and see our pleasant home. If we do
not have all the luxuries on the table

| we could wish for, when through

eating we step out on the front lawn

| and see everything neat and ta.stefu},
| what we do eat will set well, but if |
| everything is at loose ends—boards, |

chips, rags, bones, and a thousand
other things meet your view, you
will conclude that the less you have
on the stomach the better. More
anon. THOMAS MARS.

BERRIEN CENTRE, Jan. 14, '78.

Bro. Cobb :—You will have to excuse
me, for not writing sooner, I have
been busy since I last saw you visiting
Granges, I find an awakening to the
benefits of our eause which I think you
will see from the increase in the sub-
scription list of the VisiTor. Berrien
Centre Grange, No. 14, voted to sub-
seribe a copy to each family belonging

| to the Grange, and pay for same from

return home from & hard day’s work |

its treasury. There is a general dispo- |
sition to sustain the VISITOR, as now |
issued. Berrien County Grange, No. 1,
held its annual session on the 8th of the
present month; a full attendance. In-
itiated twenty-three members; held a
two dayssession. Klected the following
efticers for the ensuing year:
Master.—Thos, Mars.
Overseer,—J. B. Medzger.
Lecturer.—3. J. Barnard.
Steward.—Freeman Franklin.
Asgst. Steward.—David Schnarf.
Chaplain.—E. R. Harding,
Treasurer.—C. F. Howe.
Seeretary.—Charles Hogue. |
Gate Keeper.—Mr. Bishop. |
i
|
|

Pomona.—Mrs. T. Mars.

Ceres.—MTrs. Tichnor.

Flora.—Mrs. Hamilton.

Stewardess.—Mrs, Dewitt.

Buchanan Grange Sisters fed us on |
the fat of the land for the entire time. |
and we felt at home by the time |
we took supper the last evening. All |
went home feeling well paid for the two
days spent. |

We have a special meeting 2nd Tues-
day in February, at Berrien Springs to
discuss the wool question. Our next
regular meeting will be held at the new
hall in Pipestone on last Tuesday in
May. I shall be on the tramp for some
Success to the Grange.
Yours, Fraternally,

THOS. MARS.

The Duty on Wool.

Bosrox, Jan, 17.—The leading wool
manufacturers, dealers and importers,
in session to-day, adopted a memorial
to congress, setting forth the general
depression of the wool market and the
disadvanteges under which both pro-
ducers and manufacturers now labor
in this country.
cludes as follows :

We, therefore, most respectfully re-
quest that in the revision of the tariff,
duties on all woolsmay be largly reduced
if not wholly removed, and that mohair
camel’s hair, alpaca, vicuna and similar
materials, not produced in this country,
may be admitted free of duty; and that
the duties on woolens may be fixed at a
moderate rate, corresponding with the |
scale adopted on other manufictures,.— |
Detroit Eve. Telegraph. |

TaE above shows the necessity of |
farmers attending to their own busi- |

The memorial con- |

| knowledge.
| labor into horse labor.

Education of Farmers.

The importance of educating a farmer
is generally acknowledged by all. Not
long ago the merest rudiments of
farming was sufficent for a farmer.
That day has passed. Free Schools are
the glory of Wisconsin. The poorest
farmer may feel proud that he lives in
a State where he can educate his chil-
dren in the common schools, as though

| he were a millionaire ; and the young

man in Wiscconsin who grows up in
ignorance has no one to blame but him-
self. If the parent in his greed for gain,
shall neglect to give his child the bene-
fit of our free schools in his childhood,
still there is time if the child wills, to
procure for himself the common
branches. The parent who thus fails
to give his child the advantages of our
free schools, is unfit for fredom or the
benefits of our free institutions. There
are problems to be solved by this and
the coming generations, of vast im-
portance, aud who shall solve them so
well as the educated farmer?

How long shall the farmer continue
to give all the profits of hard labor, to

| other persons for doing a business that

he is perfectly competent to do for

! himself, and thus save for himself and

family the wealth that so freely flows
into the hand of the manufacturer.
This and other problems are now
awaiting a solution- There is too
much ignorance among farmers. They
read, study and think too little. Too
few there are who really think for
themselves. Many, and too many
seem to think the soil is at fawlt if it
fails to yield an abundant harvest
simply by being half plowed,
half dragged, or half hoed. Some rely
upon the moon for a governor; some
think luck is against them. Some are
not farmers who till the soil ; they are
ronning in the same ruts their fathers
run in. They onght to have lived a
century ago. Knowledge both practi-
cal and scientific, has spread rapidly in
the last fifty years. Witness the plow,
spade, and hoe, the reaper in lieu of
the sickle; the mower in p'ace of the
scythe ; the horse rake in place of hand
rake ;—who but a simpleton would fall
back to the tools of fifty years ago.
There are evidences of knowledge;
and who can tell the coming farmer’s
advantages to be gained by increased
Genius has turned man’s
The horse tills
the ground and sows the seed; kills
the weeds and harvests the crop.
Genius mounts the sulky rake; his
horse may load, and draw, and pitch.
The flail is laid aside. The threshing
machine does more work in an hour
and does it better than formerly was
done in a week by man alone. Genius
attaches steam to the thresher; steam
to the wagon and to the plow. Horses
now may retire while water fuel shall
do their once heavy labor. Who can
foretell what genius may yet do for the
educated farmer ¢ Oh glorious genius,

| ness, as manufocturers seem to be at- | oh glorious knowledge, much hast

viting our neighbors. to dine with us, | those remonstrances to Congress.
g g | 2T

tending to theirs, by a concert of ac- ’
tion worthy of imitation. Forward '

thou done and how much wilt thou do
yet for humanity ¢
“A good laborer places faith in
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God;” by the help of genius he sows
bis seed in the morning, and hopes it
may bring forth in the evening. He
does his work well and trusts implicit-
ly the Great Ruler to reward him
richly for his labors. This faith is
like an anchor_to the soul, and he who
has this faith is steadfast. He that
ruleth the universe, doeth all things
well. Truly a good laborer places
faith in God, and nature’s hope,
that the early and late rains may bring
forth first the blade, then the ear, then
the full grown corn in the ear. Hope
elevates the heart, stimulates to ener-
gy and_prepars the way for harvest.
A good harvester dispenses charity,
‘Who is so ready as a good harvester
or grower to feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, and contribute to the ne-
cessities of humanity? Truly Saint
Paul says, “Charity suffereth long and
is kind ; envieth not, is not puffed up,

rejoiceth in truth, beareth all things, |

hopeth all things, endureth in all
things, and never faileth.” A good
husbandman is noted for his fidelity.
Fidelity to his God, fidelity to his
family, fidelity to his neighbor, fideli
ty to the world. Faith, Hope, Charity,
Fidelity. Whosoever is possesed of
those tour is a good subject for a farm-
er, a merchant, a mechanic, a laborer.
a President, a King, or Potentate, a
Jew or Gentile ; a husband, wife, son
or daughter; a neighbor, friend or
brother. Surely these four make a
good man or woman, and a good Pa-
tron of Husbandry. England has
solved the problem of co-operation,
and it is a success. Will the farmers
of the United States take advantage of
their experience and go and do like-
wise, or shall we plod on in the old
ruts? Education will surely come in
time for our posterity. Wby may
we not lay hold of it and hasten the
good time coming ?
ting to pay as we go. Credit and
poverty go hand in hand. Education
will teach us to govern as well as to
be governed. It will teach us to vote
right as well as to think right. Crip-
ple the farmer and you ecripple the
nation; build up the farmer and you

build up a nation of solid growth and |

wealth. Therefore any law wheth-
er it be of National, State, County, or
Town origin that is injurious to the
farmer, is equally so to the mechanic.
Anything that crushes us to the earth
crushes them; anything that builds us
up builds them up. Show me a pros-
perous farming community, and I will
show you prosperous towns and cities,
prosperous mechanics and a contented
peo&ﬂe. Iimagine that the Legislature
of Wisconsin at its last session made
a mistake when it passed the law ex-
empting the lands of a certain railroad
company from taxation for a number
of years, and I believe that class of
farmers who they misrepresented will
see to it that they never misrepresent
them again. If railroad money or
railroad whiskey or raiload tears, can
lead our farmers into the support of
such an accursed law, we had better
cease sending farmers to the Legisla:
ture, and trust ourinterest to that class
of men known as political gamblers,
We could not be worse represented,

and the chances are that we might |

win occasionaly. Zhieves falling out.

But I anticipate a change. I look
for a change; I do not believe the
majority of farmers are dishonest, or
are so under the control of party that

can or will be driven by the party |

lash into the support of measures

wholly antagonistic to their interest |

much longer. 1 believe the time will
come, and perhaps is now, when we
farmers of Wisconsin will take a turn
at helping ourselves. Thus far we
have sought every ones interest but
our own. Nearly all our laws are en

‘We need educa- |

acted in some other interests. we
want to get out of the clutches of this

| set of men. ;
Its all right for politicians,but mighty
poor picking for us. If we wish a re-
| peal of the exemption law we can have
I it; if we wish a “Potter law” we can
have it; if we wish all property taxed
equal, we can have it; if we wish
| school books at less than one half of
| the present cost, we can have them.
| If the rate of interest is too high we
{ can reduce it. Allis within reach and
! we have but to reach out and take
still complain of abuses, wrongs, and
| evils and follow after such as only
| love us while we serve them? Farm-
| ers’ Patrons of Husbandry, all, will we
| work and vote for our interests, will
’ we pull together ! How long will we
consent to be the dupes of designing
polititions and let our interests go by
J default? We have the power, will

’ united we stand, divided we fall. We
| would harm no one, but do good to
| all men alike; we would not abuse the
{ power we possess, but would stand up
f manfully and vote for men and meas
ures. Lot party take care of party,
away with party ties, and party devils;
 let the devil take care of its own, and
we of ours. This should be our motto,
this our aim. Again I appeal to you
| as farmers—shake off the party yoke,
cast it far away—be men, be honest
men, be upright men and fear not.—
| Wis. Bulletin.

|
| R, S
4; HUMOROUS.

—Undue influence—Paying a man
} his bribe before the appointed time.

" —The surest way to interest the
| Indian in agriculture is to show him
i that whisky is made out of corn.

{ —“I Would not Live Always” is
an old song, but nowadays there are a
great many persons who are trying
all ways to live.

| —Alady hit upon a new way of
| getting rid of the grasshopper plague.

a savings bank.

—A Yankee paper wanting to com-
pliment a live-stock journal says it is
edited by a man whose head is chock
full of live stock.

—The peculiar manner in which a
man’s hand clings to the door knob in
the morning indicates that the molas-
ses candy party is surging through
the land.
| —Nine men out of ten, when you
’ run against them in the dark, will say

Hello! The other one will utter the
| first syliable and leave you to com-
| plete the word.

i —The ladies are all down on the
| telephone. They don’t like to have a
fellow whispering in their ear, with
his mouth, like Sheridan at Winches-
| ter, twenty miles away.
| —“My dear,” said a husband in
startling tones, afier awakening his
wife in the night, “I have swallowed
a dose of strychnine!” ¢Well, then,
for goodness sake lie still, or it may
| come up,”

—*“ Mamma, where do the cows get
the milk 1 asked Willie, looking up
from the foaming pan of milk which
he had been intently regarding.—
“Where do you get your tears {” was
the answer. After a thoughtful si-
lence he again broke out: “Mamma,
do the cows have to be spanked?”

—1I declare in the name of the Al-
mighty God that ne man has a right
to be worth $100,000,000.— 7 almage.
We declare with a full realization of
the awful enormity of the offense of
trying to come it on Brother Talmage,
that we are not guilty. — Worcester
Press.

them. Will we take them or will we |

we use it,let us be of one mind— |

Her plan is to deposit the hoppers in |

Al » Ameri- ]reached a conservative, safe harbor,
e ‘I”t;; BFe:rexﬁg'.to = | secure from the cyclones of adversity,
| and the melstrom of anarchy. In no

The following paper submitted by | age of the world’s history has there
Bro. Sam’l Adams, the Master of the | been such a raving, howling horde of
State Grange of Minn., at the late | r.eformelljs a8 o glsdiili‘z?ngthi?s] 13,3]1:1

i National Grange shows tics, religion, Jis
Session of the Na 5 .. | everything else the landmarks of our
its present Master, a vigorous writer | fathers are removed; the desire to
of broad conservative views, and an | ;each out after and to serve strange
abiding faith in the value of the Or- | Gotdhs ru(ins rioto; g;e Sé?;eirtn:!;ldi:rgmgl;
- | in the dema, 5 £
des of S0 b e es of virtue, honof igntegrity, intelligence
America : ) and Christianityis lowered; the broad-

To the careful student,. tracing the | est liberty and the least restraint are
several steps in the history of our Or- universally sought. In view of these
der, it is indeed strange that so many | g 010 1, question arises, what shall we
changes should have been madein the | 3" 7 saved, how shall our Order
fundamental laws in so brief a period. | ;o made perpetual, sublime? Will
Those in and those out, all seemed | continual alterations in our constitu-
anxious to make alterations. Those | ¢;5n and by-laws give stability to the
in were actuated by various motives, | Order and its purposes ! 5
| and those out sought constant changes | ™ i1 gk leness produce constancy ?
iip order to produce speedy disrup- Will the conversion of this body
j tion. into a sort of Chamber of Commerce,

We ought to have been warned. consisting for the most part of repre
We ought to have understood at & | gontatives from a very few of the
| glance the position of our enemies larger States give additional and
| when they were so loud and persistent | abundaunt proof of its National char-
| in their demands for changes. Many |, oter?
| friends snd newspapers avowedly in | "y ghs climination of the delic.
| sympathy with our cause, took up the acy, refinement, purity and the nobler

refrain, and they too gave utterance | (ot n e fraternity from this part
| to their outcries for mutation and of our organization strengthen the
| supposed reform. Subordinate Granges? Will the de-
| The apshot to this has been to an- | g vsonoe the symmetry and beauty
| nul untried regulations ; to enact | manifested in the formation of our
| laws contrary to those already estab- | Order throughout its various grades
| lished ; without subjecting former ones produce any good result ? Tiebus not
| Y0 faip ol o reasonable operation, deceive ourselves any longer. The
|and to create uncertainty, distrust, | fires upon our alters must be exting-
| discord, danger and gloom, which set- | uished in no State. No invidious dis-
| tled like a death pall over the heads | i otions must be made in the grand
| of our hopeful members. | The ail | B oF onrnation. All links should
ments have been, I am convinced, for be of the same size, made resplendent

the meISt gart imaginar);), and th‘e J and welded together by the enduring
| nmberless doctors have been more principles of ~Fraternity, Equality

| intent upon the application of pan- and Unity.
' acea:s than the prosecuvion of  a | All the rational aims of our people
| thorough and complete diagnosis ofJ may be accomplished, but we must re.

‘ i S 5 : )
| the reputed disease. Some wanted a member it will take time. We should
| Farmer’s Club, without ceremony or | go slow; walk circumspectly ; and

| fees; seme wanted rites shrouded in 255} - : :

| S darkost oymieny s some maated ko) 775} MUY T8 oy vl RLE v
| cleanse political cesspools; same want- | no East, no West, no large States, o
| small States; but let us be animated
 solely by the desire to be a united
household, laboring only to accomp-
lish great good for all. May we so
legislate that we shall be enabled to
hand this Order down to future gener-
ations “the penman’s theme and the
poet’sinspiration, challenging through
countless years the jubilant praises of
an emancipated people, and the plaud-
its of an admiring world.”

|

| ed to start manufacturing enterprises;
| some wanted to found libraries and to
| build seminaries.

Some wanted a wonderful amount
of parliamentary knowledge, and
| deemed everything else of no conse-
| quence. Some wanted a patriarchal |

form of government, and some a town
or district meeting style. Some want-
ed the female element recognized
; more, and some less. Some were
| sticklers for technicalities, and some
| held methods and details in contempt.
| Everybody seemed to want his pe-
| culiar notions engrafted upon our or- |
| ganic law.
Our constitution has been subject-
ed to the administration of all sorts
l of nostrums, and the consequence is

Michigan State Grange.

LANSING, Mich., Dec., 13th, 1877.

EpiTors or Huspaxpyman :— The
Michigan State Grange met in its fifth
annual session in the hall of the House
of Representatives of the Old State
House, at 10 o’clock 4. M., Tuesday,
the 11th inst.

Worthy Master Woodman assumed

the life blood has been nearly experi-
mented out of it. Ireally believe that
| the fundamental law of the Order was
never so wisely and closely adapted to | the chair promptly at the hour. The
| the wants of the American farmer, ag | attendance of members and visitors is
{ when it left the Georgetown Session, | large; larger.than ever before. It is
| There was a clearly defined, vital | largely composed of new members, or
| strength and potency in it. copied as | at least of those who were not mem-
| it was, in many particulars, from the | bers of the last Grange. But the
| most successful and the oldest Organ- | Same earnest hopeful intelligence is
izations of the day and country. It | manifested here that was so apparent
had the elements of unity, discipline, | in the last session. The Grange is
| freshness and success cemented with composed of about 165 members, and
fraternal sympathy and rational chari- nearly every seat is full. The session
y. is necessarily short, and a great deal
The three golden links of Faith, | of labor is crowded into a very short
Hope and Charity were circumserib- | time. Before the close of the first
ed by the perfect circle of Fidelity. | day’s proceedings the organization
| Then, had a steady, firm course been | was completed in all its parts. The
adopted ; had obedience been sternly | standing committees, sixteen in num-
inculcated to the law as it was, and | ber, were all announced. Each mem-
the first unsteady, sleeping Palinurus | ber was placed on some one of the
’been hurled overboard; the noble | several committees,
| Grange ship, freighted with the prec- Worthy Master Woodman is en-

| ious hopes of millions, would have | titled to great credit for the rapidity,




smoothness and accuraey with which |

business is transacted. The Patrons

of this State are alittle proud of their | ——

Master. He is not only one of the

best parliamentarians in the State, |

but one of the best men. His annual

address was delivered in the afternoon |

of the first day of the session. Itis

a very full and carefully prepared |
This address read in con- |
nection with those previously pre- |
sented by the Master leaves but little |

document.

to be said in reference to the objects
and aims of the Order. ®
Secretary Cobb, also presented his
annual report on the first day of the
session. It is a complete and able
record of the doings of his office for
the last year. It is universally con-
ceded to be the best of his reports.—
It was good enough. While the mem-
bership has fallen off to some extent,
still the finances of the Grange seem
to be in good condition. The Treas-
urer’s reportshows not a large amount
of money in the treasury, but all debts
are paid and a little money left.
Petitions and memorials flow in
from various parts of the State asking
for a change in the laws and workings
of the Order. But these petitions are
not as numerous as at former ses-
sions, indicating that the Order has
become more crystalized in its views

and purposes. The three questions |
which have occupied the attention of |

committees and the Grange toa great-
er extent than any other have been :
The future of the business agency?
The publication of the Visitor? And
how to vevive dormant Granges.—
Many other subjects have been con-
sidered but these are the most impor-
tant ones. The discussions are some
times able and always earnest. Wednes-
day evening a resolution was offered
declaring the general principles of the
Order. A long discussion was in-
dulged in. A good feeling prevailed
attended with a large degree of en-
thusiasm. Thereis one astonishing
thing about a State Grange. Its ses-
sions continue for about ten
hours daily. Of the one hundred
and sixty five members present, at
least one hundred and fifty are con-
stantly in their seats. Ladies can be
seen in their seats from nine o’clock
A. 3L, until ten P.or with the excep-
tion of three hours recess for dinner
and supper. There is something in-

tensely interesting about these ses- |
slons, or the Grange could not retain |
There |

its members in their seats.
are evidences on all hands of the vast
improvement made by the Order in-
tellectually and socially, saying noth-
iug about its financial ‘benefits. And
these are important, greater than is
generally supposed. The plaster ques-
tion which has occupied so much ofthe
time of the Grange and the Executive
Committee for the last four yearsis for
the present at least in a pretty good
condition, if the Grange mill is pat-
ronized as well as last year. The
price of the article has been reduced
by thejGrange competition in the last
two years one-half, or from four dol-
lars per ton to two dolars. It is be-
lieved that it is now cheap enough, or
as cheap as it can be afforded. Taken
as a whole one thing seems to be evi-
dent, the Michigan Grange has come
to stay, for it isin the bands of sturdy
good men and women, GRANGER.

—A young lady of Clinton, Iowa,
sent twenty-five cents aud a postage
stamp in reply to an advertisement of
% ng to make an impression,” and
received for an answer, “Sit down on
a pan of dough.”

e
Bro. J. H. Thompson, former Lect-
urer of the National Gr’ange, i soon
to start on a visit to Pomona and
county granges in yarious States

| been made not only a free man, and
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Address Delivered at the Openinig of the
nary 17th, 1878, by J. J. Woeodman.

Farmers of Van Buren County and

Western Michigan -

We have met to compare views and
discuss questions, intimately connect-
ed with farming and the science of
agriculture. ¢ The world moves,” its
history is being written, and every
page is headed with the word progress.
Although agriculture existed before
literature or governments, and was
made by Creative Wisdom, the first
and most important calling of man,
| yet it was left for us of the nineteenth
| century, to place it where it Jjustly
belongs; among the sciences to be |
taught in the schooels, studied as a ne- |
| cessity, and followed as a profession.

The history of the old world, has
been but the history of oppression
| to the tiller of the soil. He has been
deprived of the ownership of the land
he cultivates, and made a mere tenant,
a serf, a fixture of the soil dependent
upon his Lord and Master; and for-
bidden to stand up in the pride of his
manhood, and theimage of his Maker,
and show himself the peer of others
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| tablished facts, and the labors of the
i field lightened by the combined influ-

ence of science and inventive genius.

| And yet, the science of agricultureis |

| in its infancy.

| Agricultural schools, laboratories, |

libraries, museums, experimental
| farms, and Professors of agriculture,
| have but just commenced their work;
{ yet the ¢ Rubicon has been passed,”’
the prejudices of the people overcome;
| and as no other profession or calling,
| presents so broad a field for thought
| and the utilization of the deductions
| of science, the advantages already
gained are but drops, to be compared
to the retreshing showers which are to
| follow. Science may never be able to
{ explain the marvelous processes of
j growth and decay in the vegetable
E world, or fathom the unknown depths
and mysteries of Geology, or enable
the farmer to utilize all of the wonder-
ful developments of Chemistry and
Metecorology. It cannot be expected
| that the wisdom of man, will change
| the laws of nature, and prevent
droughts and storms, heat and frosts,
blight and mildew, or the depredation
of insects; but when the laws which
govern these, are fully known and un-
derstood, their distructive influences
will be greatly overcome and dimin-
ished, by judicious management, and
wise foresight,
I fancy that some one may ask, if
science is so essential to agriculture,

|

in social life, intellectual culture, and |
political influence.

It was not until the compact, made |
and signed in the cabin of the May- |
Flower,had been fully recognized asthe |
fundamental principle of government
upon this continent, and resulted in |
the enactment of just and equal laws, |
which guaranteed to the husbandman |
independent ownuership of the soil, |
that agriculture began to burst the
fetters which ages of oppression had
been forging, and claim its recognition
as one of the most honorable and im-
portant avocations in life.

The establishment of free institu-
tions in this country, was not only a
new era in the history of civil govern-
ments, but in agriculture, and intel-
lectual development. The farmer has

the owner of the soil he cultivates,
but his own thinker, manager and ex-
ecutor. Self interest and a laudable
ambition to excel in farming, has in-
spired him to seek knowledge, not
only from science, observation and ex-
perience, but from association and dis-
cussions; and a free interchange of
views upon practical questions relat-
ing to all the diversified interests of
agriculture.

Free Schools, Agricultural Colleges,
Fairs, Associations, and Farmers’ In-
stitutes, have been established, and
through their influence light and
knowledge have been disseminated,
and made to triumph over ignorance
and inherited habits; and brain power
over mere muscular force. There was
a time and within the recollection of
some of us, when the simplest rudi-
ments of learning were considered to
be all that were necessary for a far-
mer. Well developed muscles, and a
disposition to use them. was the only
guaranty to success in agricultural
pursuits. It required but little
thought to spade the ground, plant,
hoe, and gather the crops.

In the labors of the field and the
household the aid of all science, ex-
cept Astronomy, was ignored: The
Moon was consulted in seed-time and
harvest, and the Stars, in the regula-
tions of the nursery, and the farm-
yard. These and other relics of the
superstitious and dogmatic notions of
past ages, are being dispelled by the
light of truth and knowledge, the-

why is it that some of our most suc-
cessful farnrers, received buta com-
mon school education, and are there-
fore unacquainted with abstruse sci-
ences? The great thinkers of the
world were not all graduates of col-
leges. Science means knowledge, and
is the same whether acquired in the col-
lege, the log school-house, or on the
farm. A fact established or a princi-
ple demonstrated by an uneducated
man, is none the less valuable or scien-
tific. A scientific farmer is one who
works with a knowledge of what he is
doing, and if unaided by learning, he
has by his own efforts acquired the
knowledge and skill, which has put
him upon the road to success, he is a
benefactor of his race, and from him,
even the learned Professor may ac-
quire some of the most important and
valuable scientific principles in farm-
ing. Fortunate indeed, is the student
who leaves school, with a cultivated
taste for learning, and a correct knowl-
edge of the mere principles which un-
derlie the great truths of science, in
comparison with the young man or
woman, who, wearied with years of
unremitting toil, has acquired but a

| snperficial knowledge of many things.

The one has provided a foundation
upon which will rise a structure grand
and durable.

The other, having ¢ builded upon
the sand,” has failed in the object
sought, and however costly the struc-
ture, it will be of but little value.

Education, to be useful, must be
practical, and thorough. Theories, that
will not stand the most thorough tests,
are worthless.

The great question which most in-
terests the American farmer to-day is,
“How to raise crops at a profit, and
not only keep up, but increase the
fertility of the soil?” This question
is a practical one, and upon its proper
solution, depends not only the future
of agriculture in this country, but ot
the nation itself. The soil can and
must be made to produce more. This
should be understood,and every means
within our control, employed to pro-
duce this result. I verily believe
that the average wheat crop of this
State can be doubled, by proper cul-
tivation,a systematic rotation of crops,
and the use of such means of fertiliza~
tion as are within the reach of every

oretical illusions, supplanted by es-

farmer. There are men within these

walls, who have practically solved this
problem in the cultivation ot their
own farms; but the principles upon
which success has been reached are
not generally understood.

These Institutes are for mutual im-
provement, and the dissemination of
useful knowledge; and if rightly con-
ducted, will result in much good.
Here we see men who have made farm-
ing a success, ripe in years, yet cheer-
ful, hale and hearty, with their life
long experience, fund of knowledge
and well filled pockets, living exam-
ples of the pleasant, healthful, enno-
bling and profitable occupation of hus-
bandry. Also men in middle life,
who are battling with obstacles and
toil; and absorbed in the accumula-
tion of knowledge, and the business
of the farm. They come fresh from
the field, with their recent experi-
ments and new discoveries. Here too,
are Tyros in farming, who are testing
theories, and demonstrating facts, col-
lecting new ideas, and utilizing old
ones, And there may be with -us
those who have not succeeded well in
farming, yet not willing to give up,
but determined to profit by experi-
ence, and recover from adversities.

There are also with us men of learn-
ing, with their wisdom, their science,
their theories, .their demonstrations,
and the results of experimental agri-
cuiture; and it only remains for us to
throw off that difference common to
{farmers, and engage in a full and free
interchange of views upon the several
interesting subjects that will‘come be-
fore us, to make this one of the most
interesting and profitable gatherings
of farmers ever held in this county.

‘We are happy to see so many pres-
ent, and in behalf of the citizens of
Paw Paw and vicinity, I cordially
welcome you to this intellectual treat,
this farmers’ “love feast,” and invite
you to accept the hospitalities of our
people,

Tune Postmaster-General has very -
wisely decided to adopt a new style
of postage stamps, with a_ view of
securing additional safeguards against
the fraudulent practice of washing
canceled stamps. We would be glad
to see him go one step further and
require all postage stamps to be print-
ed at the seat of government, under
the immediate supervision of the De-
partment. This important business
of engraving and printing the postage
stamps should not be intrusted to the
fidelity of a few subordinates in New
York but should be done in Washing-
ton, under a carefully-devised system
of checks and guards against frauds.

Lgr it be recorded of the Senate of
the United States of the forty fifth
Congress that the one petition which
it received as a preposterous joke and-
treated with utter contempt and out-
rage was the petition of tens of thous-
ands of the mothers, daughters and
wives of the land ; that the one peti-
tion which they received and dropped
with utter indifference was the petition
against intemperance—the petition
that seeks to lighten the heavy load
of degradation, misery, murder that
lies upon the land and most heavily
upon the hearts, the lives, the homes
of women.—Mary Clemmer, in the
Independent. ?

SeENATOR Gordon, of Georgia, in a
letter on Southern cotton mills, says:
“The labor employed is white labor.
It is a common error in the East to
suppose that Southern mills employ
negro help. The tastes and adapta-
bility of the negro unfit him for this
work. Their fingers lack the deftness
their brains the wakefulnoss necessary
to a mill operator. The department
bosses are, as a rule, selected either

' from Europe or the Eastern States.”
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