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: : Sy materially in strengthening and build-
2R 3 | he Order in various tions
Under existi | Ing up the portions

Ig Iepulations we are | ip . Biele  Indead no one general

required to send a copy Jree to the
Master of each Subordinate Grange,
We shall also send a copy free to all
Secretary’s who send us ten or more
names of subscribers for one year,
with pay for the same,

We cannot longer furnish it free
to those who do not work for it.
must have something for something.

PQS?AGE STAMPS.—We have been
recelving, of late, more Postage
Stamps in payment for dues for sup-
plies and ‘subscriptions to Visrror
than we like.
placed by silver, we can not very well
object to receiving some stamps as
change; but we object to the sending
of stamps for amounts of $1.00 and
upwards, for there is no necessity,
and therefore no excuse for it, as
dollar bills can be got as easily as
stamps. After the first of February
we shall return to the sender stamps
when sent in excess of 99 cents in any
gne remittance, s

As serip has been dis--

- Ypsilanti. |
Shelby, Oceana Co. |

| such lasting effect.
i ually, and to them collectively your

| Committee tender thanks, for their
We |

Exect've Com, Depavtment,

MICHIGAN STATE GEANGE.

Report ot Executive Committee
at Annual Session of 1877.

To the Master and Members of the
Michigan State Grange :
Your Executive'Committee would

| respectfully submit: the following re-
Acceptable advertisements inserted at the | P y > OWLNE

port:
| We organized Dec. 15th, 1876, by |

the election of J. Webster Childs as
Chairman. Our first business was to
examine carefully every resolution or

| suggestion eminating from the State
| Grange then in session, by which our

future action might be so moulded, as
to carry out the wishes of the Order,
as expressed by its representatives, as
fully as the finances of the Treasury
would warrant. We found urgent
calls upon the State Grange, by peti-
tions from many of the newer portions
of the State, for special aid, by lec-
tures and instruction, is building up

| the Order in their several localities.

These calls were endorsed by the State

| Grange, and your Committee instruct-
ed to act in the premises.

general Deputies, we could go no
further than to appoint and ecall into
the field, a number of able and inteli
gent deputy Lecturers, so located in
difierent parts of the State, as to
make them easily available from any
given point, and their employment
attended with less expense to the par-
ties calling them, as we found it was
an impossibility for the State Grange
Treasury to assume the expense.

These appointments made by us; we
are happy to know, gave very general
satisfaction ; and that by their earnest
labors, and many strong and impres
sive appeals they have aided very

Lecturer could perhaps have can-

given the research of thought, and ar-
gument presented by this force, with
To each individ-

ready response to the call and for the

charged the duties of the position.

In accordance with action also taken
by the State Grange, petitions upon
the following subjects were sent to
the people through the Subordinate
Granges, viz:

tionate fees in the foreclosure of mort-
gages.

One making it usuriops to accept
more than ten per cent. interest.

One asking for provisions to be
‘made whereby ladies might be ad-
;nitted to the State Agricultural Col-
lege.

One relative to the taxation of mort-

| to make it a success.

In view of the limited resources of |
the Treasury, and our experience of |
| the expensiveness of the system of |

| friendly to the Order, and ready to
ability with which they have dis- | : y to rder, an y

| would grant toretailers. But the na-

! that it was impossible for them to fill
| the'bills without going on the market
One covering the abuses in extor- |

gages, and one requesting legislation
regulating the wejght of a bushel of
apples.

These various petitions were signed
by thousands of the tax payers and
sons of toil of the State, and returned

to their representatives in the State |

legislature. Of these several matters
only one—the last in thelist, and that
of the least importance in the num-
ber, received favorable consideration
at their hands.

At this first meeting your Commit-

| tee took into careful consideration the

wool interests of the State; seeking
to devise measures whereby producers
in the Order might be protected from
the insatiate grasp of middlemen,
who in the past had held almost un-
disputed control over this product.—
Wurned as our people had been, in
the past to avoid the maelstrom of
manufactories, which had swallowed
up the hard earnings of so many of
our farmers, we could not advise them
to seek relief in working their wool.
To recommend an assorting wool De-
pot for the State, was, in the view of
your Committee, surrounded with dif-
ficulties that could not be overcome,
such s the amount of capital, confi-
dgnce and large business sufficient |

Our conclusions were a recommend- |
ation to theOrder throughoutthe State
to mass their wool, as far as prac-
ticable, by County or Subordinate
Granges, and to hold the same until |
such time as the manufacturers should i
call for it. Fortunately our advice |
worked no detriment to any one.— |
The manufacturers instead of letting |
middlemen and speculators gather the |
wool, and dictate to them the price, |
as in the past, came forward, early in |
the season, and offered what was near-
ly an approximate value of the raw, |
to the manufactured products. Thus |
the past year was bridged over—the |
future must be provided for.

Another important measure before |
us at the time, was the State Agency. |

Our arrangements with that officer |
contemplated that he would be princi-
pally confined to making contracts

| with wholesale dealers and manufac- |
vassed the field as they have done, or | {

turers, and the wants of the Order
supplied through them on the re-!
quisitions of the Subordinate Granges |
at wholesale prices, adding transpor-
tation. |

We found these dealers gemerally

extend every facility to us, which they

ture of the requisitions sent by Sub-
ordinate Granges embraced so many
things foreign to their lines of trade,

and purchasing at retail prices, or
disappoint the Grange, which course
would partially defeat the principles:
of co-operation, and give dissatisfac-
tion to the Grange so ordering. This
state of facts led the agent to take
the responsibility of making pur-

wants of any Grange. To do this,
involved a capital of $6,000, which he
had-furnished for nearly a year with-
out any return for its use. To con-
tinue to do so longer would be doing
an injustice to himself.

‘We therefore agreed to place in his
| hands a loan of $2,500, State Grange
money, as soon as available, and to
pay him interest at the rate of eight
per cent. on $3000, until said $2500
| was so placed, and after that on $500.
| For the year now closed this interest
| amounts to $90.
| Another element in our delibera-
tions at this time was the ever re-
curring “ Plaster Question.” Our
contract with Messrs. Day & Taylor
had another year to run. But the
surroundings and outside influence
{ showed strong indications of their
i being prevented from fulfilling to us,
by the sale of the property upon
which the plaster mill was situated
under foreclosure of mortgage. At
the urgent request of many leading
and influential members of the Order
! through the State, your Committee
. were impressed with the importance
of putting an end to this question,
and placing it beyond the reach of
all combinations, and rings in the fu-
| ture. We aceordingly- proposed to
form a “Joint Stock Company” com-
posed of members of the Order—and
buy the property, and control it
through the lixecutive Committee of
the State Grange. This proposition
necessarily led to the postponement of
immediate action; to ascertain from
the holder of the mortgage, living
east, if she would, on certain pay-
ments being made, release that part
on which the Plaster Property was
located. And if so, Messrs. Cobb &
Holloway were appointed a Sub-Com-
mittee to have articles of Association
prepared to submit to the Committee
at their meeting March 14th, 1877.—
Cn the reassembling of the Committee
we found througn the agent of the
mortgagee of the premises, that ami-
cable arrangements could be made.
And if necessary,time could be given
us on a part payment. This last
proposition we did not ask, neither
would we have accepted it. After
receiving several propositions from
the dffierent plaster interests of Grand
Rapids, we became satisfied that none
would give satisfaction, or settle the
question permanently. We there-
fore proceeded to organize upon pa-
per, a *“ Joint Stock Company” for
the manufacture of Plaster, and ap-
pointed Bros, Cobb, Holloway & Luce,
a Sub. Comumittee to prepare the
necessary papers and submit them to
the Suberdinate Granges for sub-
scriptions from their members to the
stock. These papers were sent to
every Grange in the State, bout the
1st of May last, with instructions and
request that they be returned to the
Secretary of the State Grange, by the
1st of June following:

On the 14th of June,the Sub. Com-

chases on a scale sufficiently large to
ensure the lowest figures, and so

! yaried in his stock as to meet the

mittee met at Coldwater, and by com-
paring notes found that there wasnot
| sufficient subscriptions to stock to
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warrant proceeding with the enter-
prise.

We can give no explanation of this
failure. The plans were liberal—the
price reasonable, and the product a

Vouchers for Fees and Dues to Nat.

Geangey & s e 1207 14
Vouchers for expenses of Ex. Com., *77, 662 42
Vouchers for audits at last session, part

by Grange, and part by Ex. Com., all 5

being for years 1875 and 1876,...... 953 97
Vouchers for expenses in Plaster acc’ts 231 34
Touih

universal necessity. In this decision
of yours, you but postponed the day
of reckoning. True we have bridged
the chasm for a couple of years, but
time rolls rapidly, and what will be

the situation of this matter two years |

hence none can tell. But we can tell

you, that it is, and is to be, a trial of |

strength between monopoly, backed
by capital, on the one hand, and jus-
tice backed by good desires, and
honest intentions on the other.—
‘Which state of facts will imperatively
demand that, a3 we have in the past,
80 in the future, we stand together, and
by our friends.. If such is our course,

it needs not a prophet’s vision to fore- |

see what will be the result in the end,
a triumph of the right. As we have
said to you, we have but temporarily
bridged the difficulty—koping and ez-
pecting, that when the time of the
contract now made, shall expire, our
noble Order will be prepared to grap-
ple with, and master the difficulties as
they shall then appear. On the 11th
of Sept. last, your Committee met in

Grand Rapids, to take further action |
in regard to this Plaster Question— |

we met all the parties there interested
in its manufacture, and received propo-
sitions from each. Of these proposi-
tions we made choice of the one from
Messrs. Day & Taylor, of Grandville,
as being most satisfactory. With
them we entered into contract to fur-
nish to our Order, aboard the cars,

Plaster of first quality, for the period |

of two years, as above referred to, at
two dollars per ton. Leaving the mat-
ter of trackage and rates of freight
to be adjusted by the parties order-
ing, and the lines of road used.

At this price there should be no
complaint, neither should there be
any holding back from afree use of
the article. Orders are to be made
through the Secretary of the State
Grange as usual. And Subordinate
Granges in making up their orders
can embrace neighbors who do not
belong to the Grange.

At this meeting Bros. Cobb & Jeffers
were appointed a Committee to pre-
pare for the meeting of the State
Grange. Bros. Holloway & Luce to
examine the books and accounts of
the Secretary, Treasurer, and State
Agent, and we herewith make their
report to us of these several investi-
gations, a part of this, our report te
you. :

REPORT OF SUB. COMMITTEE.

To the Executive Committee of the
State Grange. The undersigned mem-
bers of your Board, appointed Sept.
12th, 1877, as a Committee to ex-
amine the books and accouats of the
Secretary, Treasurer and State Agent,
for the purpose of correcting errors
should any be found, and preparing
the said accounts for the annual bal-
ancing, would submit the following
report :

We met at Secretary Cobb’s office
in Schoolcraft, Nov. 28th, We found
every facility and help for careful in-
vestigation of the year’s work. The
books of that office are so systema-
tized, that it is difficult for errors to
escape the attention of careful ac-
countants. From these and other
vouchers, we summarize the follow-
ing statement:

Am’t in Treasury, Dec. 1st, 1876,..... $4911 67
For Fees and Dues to Dec. 1st, 1877.. 6738 46
For Fees from County Grange Masters,
For Supplies sold,. ............
For Sugwriptions to Visrrog, 2
For Advertising in the same,.........
For Interest rec’d from Day & Taylor.

................ "......813078 03

ng

R TIE --82,394 65

e of Printing for office 329 05
Vouchers for Stationery, for Lecturer,

8t. Agt. and Ch'n Ex. Com,......... 18 60
Vouchers for Salary of Master, 1877,.. 400 00
Vouchers for Traveling incidental ex-

penses of Master’s office........ ... 110 01
Vouchers for Salary of Secretary, 1877, 1000 00
Vouchers for exp of Secretary’s |

office, Postage, $204 78 ; Stationery, |

$23 75; Rent, 830 00; Traveling ex-

penses, $6 82; Exchange, 83 90; |

Freight and Drayage, $2 78; Total, ) 272 03

Vouchers for Salary of Treasurer, .... 100 00
Vouch for exp of Publishi

VaBTROR, . e i o 6604
Vonchers for Supply Bills, Stationery

and Express, ... .l s o0 oLl 367 08 |
Vouchers for advances to State Agent

S e A S e S 2500 00 |

;i SN SO S §11206 70 |

Bal. in Treasurer's hnuds,‘ Dec. 1,77, $1871 33 |

Examining the Books of State Treas-
urer Brown, we find he had in the
Treasury, Dec. 1st, 1876, the sum of.$1601 50
Also the individual and joint note of
the Ex. Committee for............ 3310 17
‘Which last amount said Com. were us-
ing for the benetit of Messrs. Day &
Taylor, in the Piaster interest, mak-
ing the sum toidof.....ccuee.....
‘We further fiud that he has receipted
to the Secretary to the amount of.. 11206 70
This includes the value of Ex. Com.,
note, which had been paid with the
earned interest thereon, making the
acknowledgments of the year end-

4911 67

ing Nov. 30th, 1877,............... 13078 03
‘We find he has paid orders to the am’t
O L 11206 70

Leaving a Bal. in the Treasury, Nov.

Gy S R e TR 1871 33
| Passing to the account of State Agent
Gardner. we find a Bal, in his hands
from 1876 ofciz, s e T 85 45
‘We have advanced him the past year
to be accounted for ............... 2500 00
This makes a total of ........... $2585 45

From which we deduct his per diem,
Traveling and incidental expenses

and inferest,......... ..o il 945 19
Leaving in his hands to be returned
to the Treasury, the sum of........ 1610 26

Which with the am’t in Treasury,
Nov. 30th, 1877 as before statedof . 1871 33

Makes a total of ................ 83511 59

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Signed by ~ F. M. HOLLOWAY,
C. G. LUCE,
Committee.

And now in conclusion, your Com-
mittee would respectfully offer the
following suggestions for the consid-
eration of the Grange:

1st. That article 8 of the By-Laws
of this Grange be so amended as to
read as follows :

““The Executive Committee of this
Grange shall, from and -after 1878
consist of three members, to which
shall he added the Master and Secre-
tary as Ex. officio members.

The members of the Ex. Committee
shall hold their office for three years,
except as hereinafter provided.

The first election of said Committee,
shall be at the session in Dec., 1878,
at which time one shall be elected for
one year, one for two years, and one
for three years, and one annually
thereafter.”

Your Committee are of the opinion
that the above change would be for
the good of the Order, in that it would
curtail the annual expense of said
Committee nearly one-half. And by

thus lengthening the term of office, |

would give, after the first year, prac.
tical experience of its duties, and
bring to the Board as great efficiency
as the present arrangement.

2d. We call your attention to the
workings of the State Agency as an
armof the Order, that it will be very
difficult to do without, and one that

is surrounded with more difficulties

and perplexities than all other work-
ings of the Order combined. We
have undertaken to comply with in-
struotions by a former State Grange,
in making arrangements for selling
the products of t%e farm, and in buy-
ing our supplies from first hands,
with but one profit. For this pur-
pose we appointed one of the best

|
business men of our Order in the |
State, to take charge of this work at |
a very low salary and traveling ex- |
penses; requiring him to make con- |
tracts for both buying and selling.

The last object was easily secured, |

for most products, with good com- |
mrssion houses: east and west. With
these arrangements we hear of no
dissatisfaction so far as the facilities
| extend.
But the first, as heretofore stated,
+ has been the source of much difficulty
and great expense to the Grange
treasury.

The difficulties grow out of a want
of confidence, or judgement in the
Brotherhood—each believing he can
{ do on a small scale without experi-
| ence, what practical experience may
do with greater facilities.

The delusions are fostered and fed
by a home element without the gates,
leaving but a minority of the Order
that avail themselves of the practical
| principles of co-operation. We have
| shown the fallacy of expecting the
| State Agency toiurnish goods entirely |
| at_wholesale prices.
| We find further quite a per cent of
| the Order are being supplied by co- |
! operative associations of their own. i

With these explanations we come |
to enquire if it would not be for the |
i good of the Order to make the State !
| Agency, if longer continued, self-
| sapporting, instead of being a tax
{ upon the treasury? |
This tax for the fractional year 1876 |
i amounted to the sum of $714,55, for
| ’77, the sum of $945,19, making a total
| in a little less than two years of $1659,-
| 74.  And the same being taken from
| the order at large, for the benefit of a
| minority of the memblers. Those
| who from inability,through poverty or
| isolation from facilities, to avail them-
i selves of the benefits of the State |
Agency, and thuse who provide for
themselves through their own organi-
zation, contributing equally with those
who have received the benefits in the
| payment of this tax. Continued as it
is, it will only be a question of time,
when it will be the means of bank-
rupting the treasury. Inyourunited
councils and wisdom, you may pro-
vide a way of escape from the per-
plexities of the situation.

3d. One other source of anxiety to
your Committee, is the future of the
GRANGE VIsITor—a bantling, of wee
proportions, which has been tenderly
nursed and cared for the last three
years by Bros. Cobb and Woodman.
It has become so hale and hearty that
it toddles its rounds to your doors
once a month regularly. It is still a
“Tom Thumb ” but has in the last
year managed to lay by $240,89.—
This is not enough to get it a new
dress. so that it can enlarge its cor-
porosity,or make its visits semi-month-
ly. Patrons what will you do with it ?
| All of which is respectfully submited
J. WeBsTER CuiLps,

C. G. Lucg,

F. M. HoLLoway,

GEo. W. - WooDARD,
SaMUEL LANGDON,

S. E. JEFFREs,
W. Diving,

LaxNsING, Dec. 12th, 1877.

Ez. Com.

CHEESE as an animal food may with
advantage be substituted for butchers’
meat, at the current prices. There
are good and substantial reasons for
regarding cheese as a wholesome and
valuable food, and it is worthy of
even a more liberal consumption than
it receives: English people probably
consume more cheese than any other
nation on the globe, or in the propor-
tion of ten pounds .yearly to each
inhabitant. In the United States the
consumption is only about half that
quantity

Our Department.
In the enlarged VisiTor, I notice
with pleasure that the Executive Com-

| mittee are to have one entire depart-
| ment devoted to them and their con-

tribntions. Under this arrangement
one of the Committee hastens to pre-
sent his first contribution to the col-
umns of our department. As Bro.
Cobb is, or has heretofore been, ex-
tremely modest about setting forth
the merits of the Visitor as a whole,

| I design to occupy the space allotted
| me in this number in elaborating and

publishing some of the benefits to be
derived by the readers of the Visitor
from a perusal of this one department
alone. Saying nothing abeut the
Ladies’ Department, the Master’s and
Secretary’s Department and the great
variety of miscellaneous matter that
will from time to time appear in its
enlarged columns. The. Executive
Committee is distributed all over the
State. The north, south, east, and
west are all, and about equally, repre-
sented. In starting an enterprise of
this kind the writer of this desires it
to be distinctly understood that he
does not regard excessive modesty as

ione of the virtues to be observed.

Hence it is the purpose here and now
to claim for this Department ¢/ that
the ability, perseverance and faithful-

i ness of the Committee will justify.
| But, kind reader, look at the following
| ing list of names, and you will only

require one mement’s reflection to
convince even the most skeptical that
no Patron will be justified in with-
holding his 50 cent subscription for
the Visitor for more than one day.
In this department will be found dur-
ing the year contributions from the
careful,methodical and systematic Hol-
loway. He has made the most careful
experiments in the use of plaster of
any man of my acquaintance in the
State. It is hoped that he will add to
the usefulness of this department by
giving his experiments and results to
its readers. He is also in possession
of some important facts in regard to
the modus operandi of conducting a
junior State Fair, or at least a mam-
moth county collection of good and
fat things of the land.

Then the enthusiastic J. Webster
Childs will contribute to our depart-
ment. Although a childless Childs,
yet no man of our acquaintance has a
nebler or more just appreciation of
the wants of the young than he. His
contributions must and will be in-
teresting to old and young. It re-
quires no draft upon the imagination
to say that thousands have heard him
talk with delight, and now other thous-
ands will be equally pleased with his
articles in these columns. Then it is
expected that the practical Luce will
contribute to the department some-
thing of ‘what he knows about farming’
or perhaps some of his pet hobbies in
regard to the necessities of an in-
creased knowledge on the part of the
great mass of farmers and farmers,
wives and children. In old heathen
times I believe that the planet Mars
was regarded as the God of War, but
our Mars is the personification of
peace, hospitality, and good will. It
is expected that he will contribute
articles upon the true hospitality of
the American farmer’s home. And
how to entertain a large company with
pleasure to the guests and love® from
the host and hostess. His experience
in life has eminently fitted him for the
work.

For the really heavy work of the
department we have a Divine. From
our worthy brother from Montcalm
County the reader may look for some-
thing good. = From his official connec- .
tion with one of the penal and refor-
matory institutions of the State he is
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[
in position to write the cause of the |
downtall of the young, and how to1
The history of a very |

remedy it.
few of the young men confined in the
House of Correction at Ionia, might
be worth more as a warning to the
parents of one burgh than the entire
cost of publishing the Visitor for a
year.
" Then from Oceana County it is ex-
pected that the steady going, genial
Woodard wlll give us news of the
north. He can, and doubtless will,
tell of the troubles and trials, as well
as the pleasures of converting the
forests into improved and lovely
homes. One other thing he could tell,
and that is how to catch wild pigeons
by the car-load. If he cannot, no one
else need try.

And last but not least, it is expect-

ed that Bro. Satterlee will perform the |

most arduous duties of all. It is ex-
pected of him to write up for the de-
partment all that the other six neglect
or forget to write. He has a broad,
open field in which to work. 'There

will be -enough to tax his skill to the |
utmost; but he is young and strong, |

and we believe competent for the task
set before him,

Readers of the Visitor: so much
for the contribution to this one de-
partment. Itrequiresno greatamount
of courtesy or imagination to say that
they can all write fifty cents worth for
the next twelve months.

confidently believe we can do better
than that if we all try to do our best.

If we do all that, it is worth more
that fifty cents in clear profit.

The Visitor should go to the family
of every Patron in the State. Will
you take it? Now isthe time to sub-
scribe. Begin with the year. Re-
member, Patrons, it is your paper—
directed to your interests. Support-
ed by you or not at all.

We will close this, as we began, by
saying, read over the list of con-
tributors to the Departnent of the
Executive Committee, and I believe
you cannot avoid subscribing for the
paper. ONE oF THE COMMITTEE.

Resolutions on Patent Rights.

The following preamble and resolu-
tion was presented and adopted by
the Michigan State Grange at its late
session :

‘WHEREAS, The owners of certain
patent rights take advantage of techni-
cal legal rights to levy a species of black
mall, whereby great ‘'wrong and hard-
ships are inflicted upon innocent par-
ties; and

g WHEREAS, A bill is now pending in
Congress to prohibit and prevent the
wrongs complained of; therefore

Resolved, That we, the Patrons of
Michigan, in State Grange assembled
do most earnestly request our members
of Con_gress to use all honorable means
in their power to secure the passage of
the following bill : .

Be it enacted, ete.,
who s{lall purchase in the usual course
of business for his own use and not for
sale or barter to another, any imple-
ment, tool, machine, or device, covered
by a patent right, not knowing such
implement, tool, machine, or device so
purchased, to be an infringement of
such patent, shall be liable to any action
for damages by reason of purchase or
use of any such implement, tool, ma-
chine, or'device covered by any patent.

That no person

; Iris ntot. g'eneral]ly known that there
S an extensive salt lake on the top of
the 'I‘eh.aache_pl Mountain in Califorll))ia,
about six miles southwest of the point
where the Southern Pacific Railroad
crosses the mountains. The lake is
somewhat difficalt of access, but salt
is gathered from the bottom of the
gk:,i wper; it 1{:3 in layers from one
X inches thick i
<t ck, and shipped to

We are not |
in the habit of placing a very high |
estimate upon our services; yet we do !

‘ @azter’s %tpattmmt.

{J.J. WOODMAN, - - -

|

E Installation of Officers.

PAW PAW

I am requested to “explain the fol- |

{ lowing rule in the digest, and define
j who may irstall officers, in Subordi-
' nate and Pomona Granges.”

f or Fifth Degree member, is competent
| to install the officers of a Subordinate

or County Grange.”

| Masters of Subordinate Granges,
| are members of the State Grange, by
| virtue of their office, although they
 may not have been elected to be “vot-
i ing members.” All “Past Masters
! are honoray members of thc State
Grange ” Therefore,

Any Master or Past DMaster of a
| Subordinate Grange, “or Fifth Degree
member, is competent to install the
officers of a Subordinate Grange.”

County Granges

our Order to authorize a Fourth De-
gree member to perform duties in a
higher degree; and as the government
of Pomona Granges is regulated by
the State Granges, subject to the laws
of the National Grange, the following
will stand as the Rule for this State,
until further ordered. :

Any Master or Past Master of a

amember of a Pomona Grange in good
standing, may install the officers of a
County or District Grange.

Special Deputies,

As it is contrary to the theory of

“Any member of a State Grange, |
J.mee ent | called attention to the matter fre- |

| brains.
! in the grange and through grange in-

]
[

| ter of the State Grange, by sending

| an order for the same, under seal, and

|

i

signed by the Master and Secretary

' of the Grange.

To Whom it May Concern.

Having kept standing at the head
of our Department for nearly three
years, a request that all correspon-
dents give the number of the Grange
to which they belonged, and having

quently; we now wish to give notice
that with the increased business as
signed us by the Ex. Com, we can-
not spend time looking up the number
when it is not given ; our books are

ply, or look up a matter of business
refered to.

Hereafter, we shall keep a Heading
Standing **To Correspondents,” un-
der which we respectfully suggest
that all who do not get expected an-
swers to enquiries look for informa-
tion. L. C.

Meetings.

We had the pleasure of meeting

the officers and members of Arcadia’

Grange No 21, located in the village
of Kalamazoo, on Friday, the 11th
inst. A public installation of officers

| took -place in the evening, a large and

appreciative audience being present.

! Bro. R. E. James was again installed

County or District Grange, or voting |
member or officer of a State Grange |
who has taken the fifth degree, and is |

‘ It will be seen, by referring to the |
iBy-Laws of the State Grange, that |

| counties having five or more subor
| dinate Granges, are entitled to a

{ Special Deputy, to be appointed by |

| the Master and Secretary of the State
| Grange, upon the recommendation of
| the Masters of five Subordinate Gran-
| ges in the county Two or three

and have a Special Deputy for the
District.

It is made the duty of such Depu-
ties to “organize and instruct Granges
and put them in good working order,”
also to “visit existing Granges, and
install officers;” and advise and en
courage weak Granges, settle difficul-
ties, and perform such other services
as may be required by the Master of
the State Grange.

The good ot the Order demands
that a good, active Deputy be ap-
pointed in each county or district;
and that without delay Sendin theap-
plications at once, and the appoint-
mens will be made.

General Deputy for Northern
Michigan.

The State Grange at its Fourth An-
nual Session, authorized the appoint-
ment of a General Deputy tor the
Northern Peninsula of Michigan; and
upon the proper application, H. A.
Danville, of Manistee County, was
appointed for all the counties lying
north of Mason, Lake, Osceola, Clare,
Gladwin, and Bay. This district is
still entitled to a General Deputy, and
Patrons within that district are re-
quested to recommend their best man
for the position.

Annual Word.

Granges entitled to the Annual
Word, that do not receive it from the
delegate who attended . the State
Grange, can obtain it from the Mas-

counties may organize into a District, |

Master, and we regret that we have
not the names of his associates in
office to present. Every thing was
done that could be done to add to the
pleasure and profit of the meeting,
and the earnestness and marked at-
tention of all, showed that the Grange
interest in Kalamazoo is of more than
ordinary quality. With all this Grange
has to contend with in location—de-
sires, personal interests, &c., it num-

| bers 91 prompt members, ready to do
| and not be out done.

When we are told that the towns
can not have good Granges in them,
we say we don’t believe the statement.
Bat think that a little Arcadia back-
bone, exercised in some other localities
would not only revive the Granges,
but largely advanced their interests.
Arcadia Grange could not run itself,
neither can any other Grange, but the
united action of officers and members
ot any Grange wherever located, will
be crowned with success.

Kent County Grange meets on the
16th and 17th inst. Western District
Pomona Grange No. 19, holds its an-
nual meeting at Berlin, on the 24th,
25th and 26th of this month. Prof.
M. Miles, of Lansing, is expected to
be present, and lecture on ¢ Stock
Breeding,” with" illustrations. We
shall give timely announcements of all
County or District Grange meetings
from this column. C.L. W,

KALAMAZOO, Jan. 12th, 1878.

The Btate Series of Institutes, under
the charge of the State Board of Agri-
culture, occur. as follows: Marshall,
Calhoun County, Jan. 14 and 15; Paw
Paw, Van Buren County, Jan. 16 and
17; Tecumseh, Lenawee County, Jan.
21 and 22; St. John’s, Clinton County,
Jan, 24 and 25; Saginaw, Jan. 28 and
29; Climax, Kalamazoo County, Jan.
31 and Feb. 1,

From the programmes, wgjudge these
Tustitutes will be of exceedfhg interest
and great profit to the farmers, and
there shonld be at each place a full at-
tendance of farmers.

At Climax, in this county, Professors
Kedzie, Fairchild, Cook, and Carpenter
from our Agricultural College will par-
ticipate; we also notice the names. of
Messrs. Cobb, Neasmith, Miller, the
Jish man—H. Dale Adams, Hodgman,
and others, -all men of prominence,
whose papers will add much tothe in-
terest of the occasion. 'We need hardly
say that this is a fine opportunity for
the farmers of our county. We urge a
a general attendance. FARMER.

| correct principles
| He learns the value ‘of sound political
| principles, policies and measures of

| or grange movement.
so kept that frequently we must know |
the number before we ean either re- |

| intensely practical.

THE grange is & school—the farm-
er’s college—where he is to be educa-
ted in his rights and responsibilities,
In the ﬁrange and through it's agency
and influence, the farmer learns the
of government.

government. The great questions of
political economy he there learns.
As he gathers his grass, he garners
a crop of ideas; it’s the best paying
crop a farmer can grow—a crop of
But he learns more than this

fluences. Iam pretty certain there
is this much, at least, in the farmer
There is ueed
of less legislation. We want more
money less law. The western farmers
are in earnest. They mean business
They do not preach the doctrines of
the commune. None are more inter-
ested in the supremacy of the law, and
a wise and equitable adjustment of
the relations of labor and capital.
They do not belong to a class that is
visionary and ideal. None are more
The western
farmer is non-partisan, but will always
identify himself with that organiza-
tion which makes the strongest appeal
to his sturdy sense of justice, and is
the most practical iu its legislation.
It is measures and governmental
policies that he dedires, rather than
sentiment aund theory.— Patron of
Husbandry.

Fooper CorN.— A correspondent
says he can raise more feed off a given
amount of ground when sown to corn
fodder than of any other crop; sows
with a grain drill set to sow two bush-
els per acre, drilling in the same as
wheat. The ground must be in good
order, for if dry and cloddy the drill
will not cover the corn. By drilling
the seeds thick no weeds can grow in
the rows and the stalks will grow tall
and slender, more palatable to the
cattle. The corn is cut with a reaper
prepared for reaping grain, the reel
taken off, but if the reel ‘can be used
all the better. To prevent the corn
from falling the wrong way a man with
a rake walks behind and pulls it back.
If notdry enough to tie, stack it the
same as you would other corn, tying
the top with straw, being careful that
the stacks stand firm, and it will keep
well in the open fields, and can be
drawn in the barn as wanted. The
better way, after it is thoroughly cured,
is to haul it under cover, or stack
it under cover, or stack it where it can
be got at without losing time or wast-
ing it.

Tue RaspBerrY.—Why families are.
without this delicious and easily rais-
ed fruit is a mystery. It also promis-
es to be increasingly profitable to
those who are in good markets, as from
its softness, those at a distance cannot
compete. Pears and grapes may be
sent from California, but not raspber-
ries. I wish I could make my patrons
believe that fall is the best time to set
out raspberries, currents, etc. If set
out in autumn, top-dressed with a
shovelful of old manure, and the earth
mounded up agound tnem on the ap-
proach of freezing weather, as directed
in my manual- I do not think any
would be lost. With me they do near-
ly twice as well as if planted in the
spring. I will except the black-cap
varieties only, which do better in the
spring.—F. P. Roe.

“WELL, farmer you told us your
woods was a good place for - hunting ;
now we've tramped through it for
three hours and found no game.’
“Just so. 'Well, I suppose, as a
general thing, the less game there is
the more hunting you have!’
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Accretarp's department.

J. T. COBB, SCHOOLCRAFT.

Officers and members of Subordinate. Oranges
in correspondln%\lwnh this office, will please
always give the Number of their Grange.

UITANKS.
Blanks that are sent free from this office on
application are:
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-
ordinate “Granges. .
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-

mona_Granges. .
Blank application” for organizing Pomona

Granges. o
Blank éppllcatlons for Membership in Pomona
randpa

p
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer.
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges.
Blank Certificates of Election to~ County

Convention. i
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to
the State Grange.
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges.
Blank Application for Certificate of Dimit.

Blank PFasIe_r Orders. X
Blank Certificate of Incorporation:

Plaster.

Our State Agent has called the at-
tention of the readers of the VISITOR
to the value of Plaster as a fertilizer,
and to the excellent quality of that
made by Day & Taylor, and made the
point that its cheapness at our con-
tract price should induce our people
to use it very freely. Bro. Gardner
so well knows what he is talking
about, and has so nearly said all that
need be said, that | am relieved from
occupying much space in this num-
ber on this much mooted subject.

| barely referred to this subject in
the last V ISTTOR, for it seemed to me
so much had been said that every
Patron in the State understood the
subject in all its magnitude and bear-
ings, and yet this is not true, for
when away from home and the mat-

ter is called up, | always find that
many persons have but a general
All have

knowledge of the subject.
not remembered that the old Plaster
Association held this article at §4.00
per ton and "could not afford to sell
it a cent less." Nor do all remember
that the Plaster Manufacturers of the
Grand River Valley went back on a
definite arrangement made when as-
sembled in their corporate capacity
in open session with your Secretary,
and refused to stand by an agreement
that had all the binding conditions
01 a contract except it was not reduc-

to writing, officially signed and
sealed. Since that time some years
have elapsed, and we think we have
learned something about the cost of

Jajtes and the general management «sideration we have concluded not to

of the business, and we are prepared | Present a bill for)) we will only add -
to express positive opinions upon this | Send forward to me as rapidly as pos-

have for-

subject. Many, perhaps,
returned

gotten that the Association
orders unfilled, because the money
did not accompany the order, and
that,after having, as stated by its Pres
ident, " made this concession to the

Grangers that we will treat them lust
as well as we treat anybodv." Put
this and that together and the cheek

that is behind the utterance must be
made of plaster hardened,by a patent
process.

In the face of the statement that
plaster could not be sold for less than
$4.00 per ton, the price went to §2.00
as soon as the Grange Plaster Mill of
Day & Taylor was prepared to fill or-
ders at the contract price of $3.00
per ton. With the expectation that
the resolutions of the Granges were
wind, these several manufacturers
prepared for the market for the win-
ter and spring sales of 1876 theiri
usual amount of plaster, about one-1

1

i consin State Grange will commence

THE GRANGE VISITOR.

half of which was sold and the rest White  Viaeon Grange.
carried over, to be offered during the

Iwinter and spring of 1877 for S2.00
| per ton—and dear at that.

In a tour of inspection last Spring,
| found at one of the warehouses just
out of Grand Rapids four faithful la-
borers loading a car, or rather, pre-
paring to load a car with plaster. To
the ordinary implements used were
added crowbars and picks, and a hand
roller of three feet diameter for the

We do not find time to visit neigh-
boring Granges as we should like to,
and as we have from time ta timeI
given reneicedpromises that ¥J would.
But the occasion of the installation
of the officers of White Pigeon
j Grange, presented such a temptation
to enjoyment that we shut our eyes
to every other consideration—turned
our back on office work, and with
purpose of pulverizing. The business past Master Bro. S. F. Brown, on the
1 learned, on inquiry, was progressing afternoon of the 2d inst., took a train
at the rate of about H cars per day. | forwhite Pigeon, 24 miles distant. We
The real condition of the plaster will \ere cordially greeted and entertained
be beet understood when | say that }py Bro. and Sister Shurtz, at their
in solidity it was just like a barrel of * hoyuse until the hour of meeting. We
leeched ashes that had been waiting jfound on arriving at the Hall a goodly
all summer for the farmer to transfer " number of members were on hand

to the compost heap or elsewhere. learly, and every i

indication of the i
good time coming. Before opening, !

And this when pulverized was the
cheap plaster  sold last winter and  we were introduced to one and another !
farmers, and | am of the Brothers and Sisters, with the

spring to Mich,
glad to be able to say but little of it
to Mich Grangers. | don't know but
that sort of plaster is worth to the
farmer the old "Plaster Association
price, §4,00 per ton." If any body
thinks so, that don't belong to the
Grange, has no obligations to regard,
and supposes that a low price always
means cheap goods, then we would
refer him to an advertisement found
on our last page from F. Godfrey &
-Bro., which we received since'we!
commenced writing this artice. Now
wedon't say that F. Godfrey & Bro's
§1,50 plaster is of the sort described
but we do know that the man who ex-
pects to get as good plaster from any
of these old firms that have had a large
amount of land plaster on hand for
two years, and have all this time been
making and marketing stucco, made

remark that they were from such a
neighboring Grange. We soon come
to understand though there might be
dead Granges, somewhere in Mich.,
there were liveGranges and liveGrang-
ers in the South half of St. Jo. Co.
The Grange was called to order by Bro.
Shurtz its Master ata seasonable hour
indicating the business habits of
officers, and pointing to one of
causes of its success.

And now comes the only hard spot
seen or felt (by me) in carrying out the
programme of the evening. Without-
that salutary fear of consequences for
violation of good faith which should
be present in the heart of every good
Granger, the Master called on me for
a speech. | say violation of good faith
for knowing that as a visitor, I was
exposed to a call of this kind, | had

the

of the choicest part of the rock that taken the precaution while yet at the
they mined, and ground the rest house of Bro. Shurtz, to privately
with the debris and foreign matter make a little arrangement with him
irom the stucco rock, must have a lor a consideration on my part to him

then and there paid, that I was not to

large amount of faith and be quite in-
be called on for a speech.

different to results. The man who
buys that re-ground plaster (re-

ground by the patent process which As the circumstances would hardly

allow me to go back on Bro. Shurtz,

we have just described, or any-
other,) it is safe to presume Sows at that critical moment, | had to
plaster because his father did, and respond to the call, and | will only add

_that | was more sorry than any one
Jelse that | could not give those good
people a good speech. But as Bro
| Brown as every Patron in the State
knows is a talking man, and had come
loaded, the Grange and their visiting
friends got a good speech soon after |
set down. The officers were installed
by Bro. Brown, assisted by Bro. Yan-
ney, Master of Centerville Grange, in
a creditable manner, and apparently
to the entire satisfaction of all pres-
ent. !

The good Sisters, when the proper |
time arrived brought forward from
the supply Department of their abun- i
dance and we were all generously fed '
By this time | had become so inter-

; ested in the intelligent young ladies |
! present, all good Sisters in the Or-
der that | made no count of how many
baskets full of provisions were left, but
am sure there were several. And now
about the make up of this Grange.
| he feature that struck me most favor-
able was the large number of young
people who apparently have joineel,
and belong for the purpose of recrea-
tion and improvement—laudable ob-
jects and worthy. This Grange as a
whole and its members as individuals

will sow no more or less to the acre
| and never asked himself or his neigh-
| bor What effect, if any, had been
' produced by its use.
j. Our confidence in our Bro. Patrons
JISso strong, and that confidence is
grounded on the observation and ex-
| perience of two years' familiar ac-
quaintance with these Mich. Grangers
that we donot hesitate to advertiser for
our friends F. Godfrey & Bro., as we
have the space for the advertisement,
.and better, as the principles of our
Order demand, it was paid for before
I delivery. With this brief NOTICB of our
| new ad. (which, after mature con-

sible your orders for the plaster of

Pay & Taylor, at §2.00 per ton, and
you will get new, pure, dry, fresh
ground plaster that you can sow'with
confidence, and when sowing feel that
m the purchase and use you have
kept in view your pecuniary interest
as an American farmer, maintained
your self respect and consistency as a
man, and been faithful to your obliga-
tion as a Patron.

1
1

To CORRESPONDENTS. — Charles A. j &8 reaping rich rewards for their in-
Brown, what No. ? Mrs. D., your com- j vestment_—and they gll seem to know
munication, on account of our ab- and feel it. Upon this subject I_ have

. more to say when | have more time.
scence from home, is set down for the |
next No.; also, that of J. C. B,, G R 1 The music—well perhaps as | am
and Mrs. C. L. Schurtz. not a critic | should withhold an
opinion but I certainly have a right
to say that it was good enough for
me. O the ladies themselves, | take
great pleasure in saying they were
tbe ripe fruits of the theory of ourl
Order—cultured, refined daughter, of

—The Aunual Session of the Wis-

A *

C«4’0fKaulee. "

its . ..
jvisitors was pronounced a success.

' gives h,s note for $200 to pay

farmers, not afraid or ashamed to be

nown as Patrons, but with enlight-
ened and broad views, and compre-
hending the value of our organization
to the wives and daughters of the far-
mers of our land, they are earnest in
their praise of the Grange. After the
feast, a half-dozen or more toasts were
offered and appropriately responded
to by different Brothers who had been
assigned to this duty. At a late hour
the company separated, every one
feeling that the time had been well
spent, and our love for the Order
strengthened. Early rising enabled us
to reach home for breakfast before
seven, and we were on duty again at
the usual hour.

State Convention of Superinten-
dents of the Pa or.

It may not be amiss to say that as
Secretary of the Mich. State Associa-
tion of Superintendents of the Poor
1 left office work in good hands, and
was on hand at the opening of the
Session on the evening of the 8th inst
in the City of Grand Rapids. The
Sessions were continued until the
evening of the 11th, and by the unani-
mous verdict of - the members and

|
give this not only as a matter of news
which we now feel at liberty to pub-
lish in our Grange paper, but the

matters brought before the Conven-
tion were such as affectthe tax payer
and need to be better understood
Some most valuable papers were read
and discussed—one by Mrs. S. L
Vvithey, of Grand Rapids, is of that
practical kind, that we mean to give
space for it soon in the VISITOR.

MASTERS and Secretaries please do
not forget the petitions sent you for
signatures-have them signed as fully
and rapidly as possible, not confining
your eflorts to the Order, but get
others to sign it. The objectisin the
interest of agriculture, and that being
the case should receive the support of
every farmer. By an oversight there
in no date. Please write above the
name of place where cigned before
sending to your member of Congress

INDLE.-NOW it is a fence swin-
«it P, o to give the far-
mer fifty rods of new fence, if be will
put it along the road, where it will be
seen and serve as an advertisemen and
the farmer is to have the *>le agency for
the town, and to be paid a imndsome

miTijoypOn

taT
take.

AR

The V¥ «" ordetrhs he ma¥
e farmer accepts the prooosa
and the agent treTIFs hfm R[?mt it P ®
8 Wi,er for Which A
willingly signs an order. In aefe\fl\?rtrime’[ﬂ
farui”r®/ 'mes along, to colfect , bu?
Svme t 18hes "Mmediate
out nn~L | explains that he

16 farmer

" put up the fence as an advertisement

}]hathth; T ?mlvle‘yf;y He Lstoid bha
P hi. J ree, but
and ftfK?A2rd o Uthight one ‘b ngred

and nfty rods, and must pay for this at

four cents a foot. If the farmer is timid

he settles with him, somehow ; hS
0

wire he did not order. When he comes
to examine his wire, he finds that he
has two hundred rods of wire which
only make fifty rods of fenie fom-
spans high ,nq4 1, due time learns tha
his note has been discounted at the
bank in the nearest town.

IT should be an object with all to
iaise the yield of their harvests to the
highest possible maximum. No man
should rest content with raising the
poorest crops or the meanest animals
2 "V°¥"_  The times in which we
live demand that our farms should
pioduce more and at less cost. Agri-
culture is the greatest of our American
interests. It should be the pride and
aim of each individual farmer to con-
tribute his best eflorts towards making
the nation prosperous, thereby insur-

S, ¢ omEOH to each

and happiness
aud all of its PP

oitiaens



