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Under ex i s t i ng regu la t ions we a re 
required to send a copy free t o the 
Master of each Subord ina te Grange , 
We shall also send a copy free t o all 
Secre tary ' s who send us ten or more 
names of subscr ibers for one year , 
with pay for the same. 

W e cannot longer furn ish i t f ree 
to those who do no t work for it . W e 
mus t have something for something. 

POSTAGE STAMPS.—We have been 
receiving, of late, m o r e Pos t age 
S tamps in p a y m e n t f o r dues fo r sup-
plies and subscr ip t ions t o VISITOR 
t h a n we l ike. A s s w i p has been dis-
p laced b y silver, we can n o t ve ry well 
ob jec t to receiving some s tamps as 
c h a n g e ; b u t we object to t he s end ing 
of s tamps for a m o u n t s of $1.00 and 
upwards , fo r the re is no necess i ty , 
and there fore no excuse for i t , as 
dollar bil ls can be g o t as easi ly as 
s t amps A f t e r the f i rs t of F e b r u a r y 
we shall r e t u r n to t he s e n d e r s t a m p s 
when sent in excess of 99 cents i n a n y 
pne remit tance. • . 

ê u t X v t C o m . J q m v t m c n t . 

MICHIGAN STATE GRANGE. 

Report ot Executive Committee 
at Annual Session of 1877. 

Tb the Master and Members of the 
Michigan State Grange: 
Y o u r E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee would 

r e spec t fu l ly submi t t he fo l lowing re-
p o r t : 

We organized Dec . l o t h , 1876, b y 
the elect ion of J . W e b s t e r Chi ids as 
C h a i r m a n . Our first business was to 
examine ca re fu l ly e v e r y re so lu t ion o r 
sugges t ion e m i n a t i n g f r o m the S ta te 
G r a n g e t h e n in session, b y which our 
f u t u r e ac t ion m i gh t be so m o u l d e d , as 
to ca r ry o u t t he wishes of t h e Order , 
as exp re s sed b y i t s r ep re sen t a t i ve s , as 
fu l ly as t he f inances of the T r e a s u r y 
would w a r r a n t . W e f o u n d u r g e n t 
calls upon t h e S ta te Grange , by pet i -
t ions f r o m m a n y of t h e n e w e r po r t i ons 
of t he S ta te , for specia l a id , b y lee 
t u r e s a n d i n s t r u c t i o n , in bu i ld ing u p 
t h e Orde r in the i r severa l localit ies. 
These calls were endor sed by the S t a t e 
Grange , a n d y o u r C o m m i t t e e i n s t r u c t -
ed to act in t he premises . 

In view of t h e l imi ted resources of 
t he T re a s u ry , and o u r exper ience of 
the expens iveness of the s y s t e m of. 
g e n e r a l Depu t i e s , we could g o no 
f u r t h e r t han to a p p o i n t and call into 
t he field, a n u m b e r of able and intel i 
g e n t d e p u t y L e c t u r e r s , so loca ted in 
d i f fe rent p a r t s of t h e S ta te , as t o 
m a k e t h e m easi ly avai lable f r o m any 
g iven po in t , a n d t h e i r e m p l o y m e n t 
a t t e n d e d w i th less e x p e n s e to t h e p a r -
t i es cal l ing them, as we f o u n d i t w a s 
an imposs ib i l i ty for the S t a t e G r a n g e 
T r e a s u r y t o a s sume the expense .— 
These a p p o i n t m e n t s m a d e by u s ; . we 
are h a p p y to know, gave v e r y gene ra l 
s a t i s f a c t i o n ; and t h a t by the i r ea rnes t 
labors, and m a n y s t r o n g a n d i m p r e s 
sive appea l s t h e y h a v e a ided ve ry 
ma te r i a l ly in s t r e n g t h e n i n g and bui ld-
ing u p t h e Orde r in va r ious p o r t i o n s 
of t he S ta t e . I n d e e d n o one gene ra l 
L e c t u r e r could p e r h a p s have can-
vassed t h e field as t h e y have done , or 
g iven t he r e s e a r c h of t h o u g h t , and ar -
g u m e n t p r e s e n t e d b y th i s lorce, wi th 
such las t ing effect . T o each ind iv id -
ual ly, a n d t o t h e m collectively y o u r 
Commi t t ee t e n d e r t hanks , fo r the i r 
r e a d y re sponse to t he call and fo r t he i 
abi l i ty with which t h e y h a v e dis-
c h a r g e d t he d u t i e s of t he pos i t ion . ! 

I n accordance w i t h action also t aken 
by t he S ta te G r a n g e , p e t i t i o n s upon 
t he fo l lowing s u b j e c t s w e r e sen t t o 
the people t h r o u g h t h e S u b o r d i n a t e 
Granges , v i z : 

O n e cove r ing t he abuses in extor-
t i ona t e fees in t he forec losure of m o r t -

One m a k i n g i t u s u r i o u s t o a c c e p t 
m o r e t h a n t e n p e r cent , i n t e res t . 

O n e a s k i n g for provis ions t o b e 
m a d e w h e r e b y l ad ie s m i g h t b e a d -
m i t t e d to t h e S t a t e A g r i c u l t u r a l Col-
lege. 

Ope relat ive to the t axa t ion of mor t -

gages, a n d one r e q u e s t i n g legis la t ion 
r egu l a t i ng t he w e j g h t of a b u s h e l of 
app les . 

T h e s e va r ious pe t i t ions w e r e s i g n e d 
by t h o u s a n d s of the t a x p a y e r s a n d 
sons of toi l of t h e Sta te , a n d r e t u r n e d 
to t h e i r r ep r e sen t a t i ve s in t he S t a t e 
l eg i s la ture . Of these severa l m a t t e r s 
only o n e — t h e last in t he l is t , a n d t h a t 
of t h e leas t i m p o r t a n c e in the n u m -
be r , r ece ived favorab le cons idera t ion 
a t their hands . 

A t th i s first m e e t i n g your C o m m i t -
t e e took i n t o ca re fu l cons idera t ion t he 
wool in te res t s of the S t a t e ; s e e k i n g 
to devise m e a s u r e s whereby p r o d u c e r s 
in t he O r d e r m igh t be p r o t e c t e d f r o m 
the insa t i a t e g r a s p of midd lemen , 
w h o in t he pas t h a d he ld almost u n -
d i spu ted con t ro l over t h i s p r o d u c t . — 
W a r n e d a s o u r people h a d b e e n , in 
t h e p a s t to avoid t he m a e l s t r o m of 
manuf ac to r i e s , w h i c h had swal lowed 
u p t h e h a r d e a r n i n g s of so m a n y of 
our f a rmers , w e could not adv ise t h e m 
to seek relief in w o r k i n g t h e i r wool. 
T o r e c o m m e n d an asso r t ing wool De-
p o t for t h e State , was , in t he view of 
y o u r C o m m i t t e e , s u r r o u n d e d wi th dif-
ficulties t h a t cou ld n o t be overcome, 
suc l ip s t he a m o u n t of capi ta l , confi 
dQnce and l a rge bus iness sufficient 
t o m a k e it a success. 

O u r conclus ions w e r e a r e c o m m e n d -
a t ion to t h e O r d e r t h r o u g h o u t t he S t a t e 
to mass t h e i r wool, a s f a r as p rac -
t icable , b y C o u n t y or S u b o r d i n a t e 
Granges , a n d to hold t he same un t i l 
such t i m e as t he m a n u f a c t u r e r s s h o u l d 
call for i t . F o r t u n a t e l y o u r advice 
worked no d e t r i m e n t to any one.— 
The m a n u f a c t u r e r s ins tead of l e t t i n g 
m i d d l e m e n a n d specula tors g a t h e r t he 
wool, a n d d i c t a t e t o t h e m t h e pr ice , 
as in t he p a s t , came fo rwa rd , ea r ly in 
t h e season, a n d offered w h a t was nea r -
ly an a p p r o x i m a t e va lue of the raw, 
to the m a n u f a c t u r e d p r o d u c t s . T h u s 
t he pas t year was b r idged o v e r — t h e 
f u t u r e m u s t be p r o v i d e d for . 

A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t m e a s u r e before 
u s a t t he t i m e , was t h e S ta te Agency . 

Our a r r a n g e m e n t s w i t h t h a t officer 
c o n t e m p l a t e d t h a t he would be pr inci 
pa l ly conf ined t o m a k i n g con t rac t s 
w i th wholesa le dea l e r s a n d m a n u f a c -
tu re r s , a n d t h e w a n t s of the Orde r 
suppl ied t h r o u g h t h e m on t he re-
quis i t ions of the S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s 
a t wholesale pr ices , add ing t r a n s p o r -
ta t ion. 

W e f o u n d these dea le r s genera l ly 
f r i end ly to t h e Orde r , a n d r e a d y t o 
e x t e n d e v e r y fac i l i ty t o u s , which t hey 
would g r a n t t o r e t a i l e r s . B u t the n a -
t u r e of t h e r equ i s i t i ons sen t b y S u b -
o rd ina t e G r a n g e s e m b r a c e d so m a n y 
t h i n g s fo re ign to the i r l ines of t r a d e , 
t h a t i t was impossible for t h e m to fill 
the 'b i l l s w i thou t g o i n g on t h e m a r k e t 
a n d p u r c h a s i n g a t re ta i l p r ices , o r 
d i s a p p o i n t t he Grange , which course 
would par t ia l ly d e f e a t t he p r inc ip l e s 
of co-opera t ion , a n d g i v e d i ssa t i s fac -
t ion to the Grange so o r d e r i n g . T h i s 
s t a t e of fac ts l ed t h e a g e n t t o t a k e 
t h e respons ib i l i ty of m a k i n g p u r -
chases on a scale suff icient ly l a rge to 
e n s u r e t h e l o w e s t figures, and so 
yar ied in hia s tock as t o m e e t t he 

wan t s of any Grange . T o d o this , 
involved a capi ta l of $6,000, w h i c h he 
h a d ' f u r n i s h e d for n e a r l y a yea r wi th-
o u t any r e t u r n fo r its use . T o con-
t i n u e to do so l onge r w o u l d be doing 
an in jus t ice t o himself . 

W e t h e r e f o r e a g r e e d to p lace in h i s 
h a n d s a loan of $2,500, S t a t e Grange 
money , as soon as available, and t o 
pay h im i n t e r e s t a t t he r a t e of e igh t 
p e r cent , on $3000, u n t i l sa id $2500 
was so placed, a n d a f t e r t h a t on $500. 
¿ 'or t h e year n o w closed t h i s i n t e r e s t 
a m o u n t s to $90. 

A n o t h e r e l emen t in o u r del ibera-
t ions a t th i s t i m e was t h e eve r re -
c u r r i n g " P l a s t e r Q u e s t i o n . " O u r 
c o n t r a c t w i th Messrs. Day & Taylor 
had a n o t h e r y e a r to r u n . B u t the 
s u r r o u n d i n g s and o u t s i d e in f luence 
s h o w e d s t r o n g ind ica t ions of t h e i r 
b e i u g p r e v e n t e d f r o m fu l f i l l ing t o us, 
b y t h e sale of t h e p r o p e r t y u p o n 
which t h e p l a s t e r mill was s i t u a t e d 
u n d e r fo rec losure of mor tgage . A t 
t h e u r g e n t r eques t of m a n y l ead ing 
a n d influential m e m b e r s of the Order 
t h r o u g h t he Sta te , y o u r C o m m i t t e e 
w e r e i m p r e s s e d with t h e i m p o r t a n c e 
of p u t t i n g an end t o th i s ques t ion , 
a n d p l ac ing it b e y o n d t h e reach of 
all combinat ions^ and r ings in t he fu-
t u r e . W e accord ing ly p roposed t o 
f o r m a ' - J o i n t Stock C o m p a n y " com-
posed of m e m b e r s of the O r d e r — a n d 
buy t he p r o p e r t y , and cont ro l i t 
t h r o u g h t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e of 
t h e S t a t e Grange . Th i s p ropos i t ion 
necessar i ly led to t he pos tponemen t of 
immed ia t e ac t ion , t o asce r ta in f r o m 
the ho lder of t h e m o r t g a g e , l iv ing 
east , if she would, on ce r t a in pay-
m e n t s b e i n g made, re lease t h a t p a r t 
on which t h e P l a s t e r P r o p e r t y was 
loca ted . A n d if so, Messrs . Cobb & 
Hol loway were appoin ted a S u b Com-
m i t t e e t o h a v e a r t i c les of Assoc ia t ion 
p r e p a r e d to s u b m i t t o t he Commi t tee 
a t t he i r mee t ing March 14th, 1877.— 
O n the reassembl ing of t he C o m m i t t e e 
we f o u n d t h r o u g h t he a g e n t of t h e 
m o r t g a g e e of t h e premises , that ami -
cable a r r a n g e m e n t s could be made . 
A n d if necessary , t i m e could be given 
us on a p a r t p a y m e n t . T h i s last 
p ropos i t i on we d id n o t ask, ne i t he r 
w o u l d we have a c c e p t e d i t . A f t e r 
r ece iv ing severa l p ropos i t ions f r o m 
the d f f i e ren t p las ter i n t e r e s t s of G r a n d 
Rapids , we became sat isf ied t h a t n o n e 
would g ive sa t i s fac t ion , o r set t le t h e 
q u e s t i o n p e r m a n e n t l y . W e t h e r e -
fore p roceeded to o rgan ize upon pa-
p e r , a " J o i n t S tock C o m p a n y " fo r 
t he m a n u f a c t u r e of P la s t e r , a n d ap-
poin ted B i o s . Cobb, Ho l loway & Luce, 
a S u b . Commi t tee t o p r e p a r e t h e 
necessa ry p a p e r s and s u b m i t t h e m t o 
t h e S u b o r d i n a t e G r a n g e s fo r s u b -
sc r ip t ions f rom the i r m e m b e r s to t he 
s tock . These pape r s w e r e sent to 
e v e r y G r a n g e in t h e State , fibout t h e 
1st of May las t , w i t h ins t ruc t ions and 
r e q u e s t t h a t t h e y be r e t u r n e d to t h e 
Sec re ta ry of the S ta te Grange, by t h e 
1st of J u n e f o l l o w i n g : 

On t he 14th of J u n e , t he Sub . Com-
m i t t e e me t a t Coldwater , and b y com-
p a r i n g n o t e s f o u n d t h a t the re was n o t 
sufficient subscr ip t ions t o s tock t p 
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T H E G R A N G E VISITOR. 

w a r r a n t p r o c e e d i n g with t he enter-
pr i se . 

W e can give n o explana t ion of t h i s 
fa i lure . The plans were l ibera l—the 
p r i ce reasonable , and the p roduc t a 
universal necessi ty. In tbis decision 
of yours , you b a t pos tponed t he day 
of r eckon ing . T r u e we have b r idged 
t h e chasm for a couple of years , b u t 
t i m e rolls r ap id ly , and wha t will be 
the s i tua t ion of th i s ma t t e r t w o yea r s 
hence none can tell. B u t we can te l l 
you, that it is, and is to be, a t r ia l of 
s t r e n g t h be tween monopoly , backed 
b y capital , on the oue hand, and jus-
t ice backed b y good desires, and 
hones t in tent ions on t he o ther .— 
W h i c h s ta te of fac ts will impera t ive ly 
demand tha t , a* we have in t he past, 
so in the future, we s t and together, anil 
by our friends.. If such is o u r course , 
i t needs no t a p r o p h e t ' s vision to fore-
see wha t will be the resu l t in t he end, 
a t r i u m p h of t h e r igh t . A s w e h a v e 
said to you , we have b u t t empora r i ly 
br idged the di f f icul ty—hoping and ex-
pecting, that when the t ime of the 
con t rac t now made, shall exp i re , o u r 
noble Orde r will be p repa red to g r a p -
ple with, and mas te r the difficulties as 
t hey shall then appea r . On t he 11th 
of Sept. last, y o u r Commit tee m e t in 
Grand l i ap ids , t o t ake f u r t h e r ac t ion 
in regard to th i s P las ter Ques t ion— 
we m e t all t he pa r t i e s the re in te res ted 
in i t s manufacture , and received Dropo 
s i t ions f rom each. " " 

Vouchers for Fees and Dues to Nat. 
Orange, 120" 14 

Vouchers for expenses of Ex. Com., '77, 662 42 
Vouchers for audits at last session, part 

by Grange, and part by Ex. Com., all 
being for years 1875 and 1876 953 97 

Vouchers for expenses in Plaster acc'ts 231 34 
Vouchers expenses of Printing for office 329 05 
Vouchers for Stationery, for Lecturer, 

St. Agt. and Ch'n Ex. Com 18 60 
Vouchers for Salary of Master, 1877,.. 400 00 
Vouchers for Traveling incidental ex-

penses of Master's office 110 01 
Vouchers for Salary of Secretary, 1877, 1000 00 
Vouchers for expanses of Secretary's ; 

office, Postage, 8204 78 ; Stationery, | 
«23 76; Bent, 830 00; Traveling ex- > 
penses, 86 82; Exchange, 83 90; I 
Freight and Drayage, 82 78; Total, J 272 03 

Vouchers for Salary of Treasurer 100 00 
Vouchers for expense of Publishing 

VISITOE, 660 41 
Vouchers for Supply Bills, Stationery 

and Express 367 08 
Vouchers for advances to State Agent 

Gardner, 2500 00 

Total $11206 70 

business men of o u r Order in t h e 
Sta te , t o t a k e cha rge of th i s work a t 
a ve ry low sa lary and t r a v e l i n g ex 
penses ; r e q u i r i n g him t o m a k e con-
t r ac t s fo r b o t h b u y i n g and sel l ing. 

T h e last ob jec t was easily secured , 
fo r mos t p roduc t s , wi th good com-
mission houses eas t and west. W i t h 
these a r r a n g e m e n t s we h e a r of no 
dissat isfact ion so fa r as the facil i t ies 
ex tend. 

B u t t h e first, as h e r e t o f o r e s t a t ed , 
has been t he source of m u c h diff icul ty 
and g r e a t expense to t he G r a n g e 
t r easu ry . 

T h e diff icult ies g r o w ou t of a w a n t 
of confidence, or j u d g e m e n t in t h e 
Br o the r hood—each bel ieving he can 
do on a small scale w i t h o u t expe r i -
ence , wha t pract ica l exper ience m a y 
do wi th g r e a t e r facili t ies. 

T h e de lus ions a r e fos te red a n d fed 
by a home e l emen t wi thou t the ga tes , 
l eav ing b u t a minor i ty of the Orde r 
t h a t avail themse lves of t he p rac t i ca l 
pr inciples of co-operat ion. W e have 
shown the fal lacy of expec t ing t h e 

Bal. in Treasurer's hands, Dec.!, '77, 81871 33 
Examining the Books of State Treas-

urer Brown, we find he had in the 
Treasury, Dec. 1st, 1876. the sum of.81601 50 

Also the individual and joint note of 
the Ex. Committee for". 3310 17 

Which last amount said Com. were us-
ing for the benefit of Messrs. Day & S t a t e Agency to furn ish goods entirely s en t ed . 
5 ® ™ ™: ™ : mi 67 a t wholesale prices. j th i s k ind t he writer" of th i s des i res i t 

We further fiud that he has receipted ' W e find f u r t h e r q u i t e a per cent of ! t 0 be d i s t i nc t ly u n d e r s t o o d t h a t h e 
to the Secretary t<) the amount Of.. 11206 70 t he O r d e r a r e being suppl ied by CO- ( i o e s no t r egard excess ive m o d e s t y as 

This includes the value of Ex. Com., ; M th° ,r,Vt„o= f « Ho 
note, which had been paid with the 

Our Department. 

In the enlarged VISITOR, I not ice 
with p leasure t h a t t he E x e c u t i v e C o m -
mi t t ee a r e t o have one en t i re depar t -
men t d e v o t e d to them a n d the i r con-
t r ibu t ions . U n d e r th i s a r r a n g e m e n t 
one of t he C o m m i t t e e has tens t o p re -
sent his first c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the col-
umns of o u r depa r tmen t . A s Bro. 
Cobb is, or has here tofore been, ex-
t r eme ly m o d e s t a b o u t se t t i ng for th 
the mer i t s of t he VISITOR as a whole, 
I des ign to occupy the space a l lo t ted 
m e in this n u m b e r in e l abora t ing and 
pub l i sh ing some of the benefi ts t o be 
de r ived by t he readers of the VISITOR 
from a perusa l of th i s one d e p a r t m e n t 
alone. S a y i n g n o t h i n g a b o u t t h e 
Ladies ' D e p a r t m e n t , the M a s t e r ' s and 
Secre ta ry ' s D e p a r t m e n t and t he g rea t 
va r i e ty of misce l laneous ma t t e r t h a t 
will from t ime t o t i m e appear in i t s 
enlarged co lumns . The. E x e c u t i v e 
Commi t t ee is d i s t r i bu t ed all over the 
S ta te . T h e nor th , sou th , eas t , a n d 
west are all, and a b o u t equa l ly , repre-

In s t a r t i n g an en te rpr i se of 

t ions we made choice of the one f rom 
Messrs . Day & Taylor , of Grandvi l le , 
as being most sat isfactory. W i t h 
t h e m we en te red in to con t rac t t o f u r -
nish to our Order , aboard t h e cars, 
P las ter of first qua l i ty , fo r t he period 
of t w o years, as above r e fe r r ed to, a t 
two dollars pe r ton. Leav ing t he m a t -
t e r of t r ackage and ra te s of f r e igh t 
to be a d j u s t e d by t he pa r t i e s o rder -
ing, a n d t he l ines of road used . 

A t th i s p r i ce the re shou ld be n o 
complaint , ne i the r should t h e r e be j 
any holding back f r o m a f ree use of ; 
the art icle. Orders a r e t o be m a d e 
t h r o u g h t he Sec re ta ry of t h e S ta te 
Grange as usual . A n d Subord ina te 
G r a n g e s in m a k i n g u p t h e i r o rders 
can embrace ne ighbor s who do n o t 
belong to the Grange. 

A t this mee t ing Bros . Cobb & Jef fers 
were appo in ted a Commi t t ee to pre-
pare fo r t he mee t ing of t he S ta te 
Grange. Bros. Hol ioway & Luce to 
examine t he books a n d accoun t s of 
the Sec re t a ry , T r e a s u r e r , and Sta te 
A g e n t , a n d we herewi th m a k e t h e i r 
r epo r t to u s of these severa l inves t i -
gat ions, a p a r t of this, o u r repor t t o 
you . 

R E P O R T OF S U B . C O M M I T T E E . 
T o the E x e c u t i v e Commi t t ee of t h e 

S t a t e Grange . T h e u n d e r s i g n e d mem-
b e r s of your Board, appo in ted Sep t . 
12th, 1877, as a Commit tee t o ex-
amine t he books and accounts of the 
Sec re t a ry , T r e a s u r e r and S ta te A g e n t , 
f o r t h e p u r p o s e of cor rec t ing e r ro r s 
should a a y be found , and p r e p a r i n g 
t h e said accounts for t he annual bal-
anc ing , would s u b m i t t he fol lowing 
r e p o r t : 

W e m e t a t Secre ta ry Cobb's office 

earned interest thereon, making the 
acknowledgments of the year end-
ing Nov. 30th, 1877, 13078 03 

We find he has paid orders to the am't 
. _ of 1120S 70 

Of these proposi- ! ^ a v i u 8 a .? a l- i n t h e Treasury, Nov. 
30th, 1877, 1871 33 

Passing to the acconnt of State Agent 
Gardner, we find a Bal, in his hands 
from 1876 of 85 45 

We have advanced him the past year 
to be accounted for 2500 00 

This makes a total of , 82585 45 
From which we deduct his per diem, 

Traveling and incidental expenses 
and interest, 945 19 

Leaving in his hands to be returned 
to the Treasury, the sum of 1640 26 

Which with the am't in Treasury, 
Nov. 30th, 1877 as before stated of . 1871 33 

opera t ive associat ions of the i r own . o n e of the v i r t ue s t o be obse rved . 
W i t h these exp lana t ions we come Hence i t is t he p u r p o s e here and now 

to enqu i r e if i t would n o t be fo r the : t o claim lor th i s D e p a r t m e n t all t ha t 
good of the O r d e r t o m a k e t he S t a t e t he ab i l i ty , pe rseverance and fa i thfu l -
Agency , if longer con t inued , self- n e s s of the C o m m i t t e e will j u s t i f y . 

Makes a total of 83511 59 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Signed by F. M. HOLLO WAY, 
C. G. LUCE, 

Committee. 
A n d now in conclus ion, y o u r Com-

m i t t e e would r e spec t fu l ly offer t h e 
fo l lowing sugges t ions fo r t he consid-
era t ion of the G r a n g e : 

1st . T h a t ar t ic le 8 of the B y - L a w s 
of th i s Grange be so a m e n d e d as to 
read as fol lows: 

" T h e E x e c u t i v e Commi t tee of th i s 
Grange shall, f rom a n d a f t e r 1878 
cons is t of th ree members , to which 
shall he a d d e d t he Mas te r k n d Secre-
t a ry as E x . officio member s . 

T h e m e m b e r s of t he E x . Commi t t ee 
shall hold the i r office fo r t h r e e years , 
excep t as h e r e i n a f t e r provided. 

T h e f i r s t election of sa id Commit tee , 
shall be a t the session in Dec. , 1878, 
a t which t ime one shall be elected fo r 
one year , one fo r two years, and one 
fo r th ree years , a n d one annual ly 
t h e r e a f t e r . " 

Y o u r Commi t t ee are of t he op in ion 
t h a t t he above change would be for 
t he good of t he Orde r , in tha t i t w o u l d 
cu r t a i l t h e a n n u a l expense of said 
Commi t tee n e a r l y one-half . A n d by 

• „ — - - — - t h u s l eng then ing t h e t e r m of office, 
in Schoolcraf t , Nov . 28th. W e f o u n d would give , a f t e r t he first year , p rac 
I Z ^ n V ^ h 6 l p f ° r C T f u l r t i c a l ¿ P ^ n c e of i t s d u t i e s , " a n d 
„veaugauon. 0 1 l5.e y e a r 3 w o r k " T h e b r i n g to the B o a r d as g r ea t efficiency 

as the present a r r angemen t . 
2d._ W e call y o u r a t t e n t i o n to t he 

w o r k i n g s of t h e S la te A g e n c y as an 
a r m of t he Orde r , t h a t i t will be ve ry 
difficult t o do wi thou t , a n d one t h a t 
is s u r r o u n d e d wi th m o r e diff icul t ies 
a n d pe rp l ex i t i e s t h a n all o t h e r w o r k -
ings of t h e Order combined . W e 
h a v e u n d e r t a k e n to comply w i th in-
s t ruc t ions b y a former S ta te Grange , 
in m a k i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s fo r sel l ing 
the p r o d u c t s of t he farm, and in buy-
ing our supp l i e s f r o m first hands, 
w i th b u t one p rof i t . F o r this p u r -
pose we a p p o i n t e d one of tfee best 

books of tha t office a r e so sys t ema-
t ized , t h a t i t is difficult for e r ro r s to 
escape t he a t t en t ion of carefu l ac-
c o u n t a n t s . F r o m these a n d o ther 
vouchers , we summar i ze t he follow-
i n g s t a t e m e n t : 
Am't in Treasury, Dec. 1st, 1876, $4911 67 
For Fees and Dues to Dec. 1st, 1877.. 6738 46 
For Fees from County Grange Masters, 18 00 
For Supplies sold 392 22 
F o r S u b s c r i p t i o n s to VISITOR 748 00 
For Advertising in the same, 153 30 
For Interest ree'd from Day 4 Taylor. 116 38 

T o t a l , 913078 0 3 
CONTEA. 

Vouchers for expenses of State Grange, 
1876, .82,394 65 

suppor t ing , ins tead of b e i n g a t ax 
upon the t r e a s u r y ? 

T h i s t ax for the f rac t iona l y e a r 1876 
a m o u n t e d to t he s u m of $714,55, for 
'77. t he sum of $945,19, m a k i n g a tota l 
in a l i t t le less than two y e a r s of $1659,-
74. A n d t he same b e i n g taken f r o m 
the o r d e r a t la rge , for t he bene f i t of a 
minor i ty of t he member s . Those 
who f rom inab i l i ty , th rough pover ty o r 
isolation f rom facil i t ies, to avail them-
selves of the benef i t s of t h e S t a t e 
Agency , and those w h o p rov ide for 
themselves t h r o u g h the i r own o rgan i -
zation, c o n t r i b u t i n g equa l ly with those 
who have received t he benef i ts in t he 
p a y m e n t of th i s t ax . C o n t i n u e d as i t 
is, i t will only be a ques t ion of t ime , 
when it will be t h e means of bank-
r u p t i n g the t r e a s u r y . In y o u r u n i t e d 
councils a n d wisdom, y o u may pro-
vide a w a y of escape f r o m the p e r -
p lex i t ies of the s i tua t ion . 

3d. One o the r source of a n x i e t y t o 
y o u r Commi t tee , is the f u t u r e of the 
GRANGE V I S I T O R — a b a n t l i n g , o f w e e 
propor t ions , w h i c h has been t e n d e r l y 
n u r s e d and cared for t he l a s t t h r e e 
yea r s by Bros . Cobb and W o o d m a n . 
I t has b e c o m e so hale and h e a r t y t h a t 
i t todd les i t s r o u n d s to y o u r doors 
once a m o n t h r egu la r ly . I t is stil l a 
" T o m T h u m b " bu t h a s in t he las t 
yea r managed to lay b y $240,89.— 
This is n o t e n o u g h t o g e t i t a new 
dress , so t h a t i t can en l a rge i t s cor-
p o r o s i t y . o r m a k e its v is i t s semi-month-
ly. P a t r o n s w h a t will y o u d o wi th i t ? 
Al l of which is r e s p e c t f u l l y submi t ed 

J . W E B S T E R C H I L D S , 
C . G . L U C E , 
F . M . H O L L O W A Y , 
G E O . W . W O O D A R D , 
S A M U E L L A N G D O N , 
S . E . J E F F R E S , 
W . DIVINE, EX. Corn. 

LANSING, D e c . 12 th , 1877. 

CHEESE as an animal food m a y wi th 
a d v a n t a g e be subs t i t u t ed fo r b u t c h e r s ' 
mea t , a t t he c u r r e n t pr ices . T h e r e 
a r e good a n d s u b s t a n t i a l r easons fo r 
r e g a r d i n g cheese a s a wholesome and 
va luab le food, a n d i t is w o r t h y of 
even a m o r e l iberal consumpt ion t h a n 
i t r e c e i v e s E n g l i s h people p r o b a b l y 
c o n s u m e m o r e cheese t h a n a n y o t h e r 
na t ion on t h e g lobe , or in t h e p r o p o r -
t ion of t en p o u n d s y e a r l y to each 
i n h a b i t a n t . I n t h e Uni ted S ta tes t he 
consumpt ion is only about half t h a t 
quan t i t y 

B u t , k ind r eade r , look a t the fol lowing 
ing l is t of names , a n d y o u will on ly 
r equ i r e one m o m e n t ' s reflect ion t o 
convince even t he m o s t skept ica l tha t 
no P a t r o n will be jus t i f ied in wi th-
ho ld ing h is 50 cen t subsc r ip t ion for 
t he VISITOR for more t han one day . 
I n th i s d e p a r t m e n t will be found d u r -
ing the yea r c o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m t he 
carefu l ,methodica l and s y s t e m a t i c Hol-
loway . H e has m a d e the m o s t carefu l 
e x p e r i m e n t s in the u s e of p las te r of 
any man of m y acqua in t ance in the 
State. I t is hoped tha t he will a d d to 
the use fu lness of th i s d e p a r t m e n t by 
g i v i n g h is e x p e r i m e n t s and r e su l t s to 
i ts readers . H e is a lso in possess ion 
of some i m p o r t a n t fac ts in r e g a r d t o 
t he m o d u s ope rand i of c o n d u c t i n g a 
j u n i o r Sta te Fa i r , or a t leas t a mam-
m o t h c o u n t y collect ion of good and 
fa t t h ings of t he land. 

T h e n t he en thus ias t i c J . W e b s t e r 
Chi lds will c o n t r i b u t e t o o u r depa r t -
men t . A l t h o u g h a chi ld less Chi lds , 
y e t n o man of our acqua in t ance has a 
nobler or m o r e j u s t apprec ia t ion of 
the wan t s of t he y o u n g than he. H i s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s m u s t and wil l be in-
te re s t i ng to old a n d y o u n g . I t re-
qu i r e s n o d r a f t u p o n t he imag ina t ion 
t o say t h a t t h o u s a n d s h a v e hea rd him 
ta lk with de l igh t , and n o w other thous-
a n d s will be equa l ly p leased wi th his 
ar t ic les in these co lumns . T h e n i t i s 
expec ted tha t t he pract ica l L u c e will 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the d e p a r t m e n t some-
th ing o f ' w h a t he knows a b o u t f a rming ' 
or pe r haps some of h is pe t hobb ies in 
r e g a r d t o the necess i t ies of an in-
creased knowledge on t he p a r t of t he 
g rea t mass of fa rmer» a n d fa rmers , 
wives and ch i ld ren . I n o ld heathen 
t imes I bel ieve t h a t t he p lane t M a r s 
was regarded a s t he G o d of W a r , b u t 
our M a r s is t he personi f ica t ion of 
peace, hosp i t a l i ty , a n d g o o d will. I t 
is e x p e c t e d t h a t he will c o n t r i b u t e 
a r t ic les u p o n t he t r u e hosp i t a l i ty of 
the A m e r i c a n f a rmer ' s home . A n d 
how t o en t e r t a in a large c o m p a n y wi th 
p leasure t o the g u e s t s a n d l o v e ' f rom 
the hos t a n d hostess . H i s exper ience 
in life has eminen t ly fitted h im for t he 
work. 

F o r the rea l ly h e a v y work of the 
d e p a r t m e n t we h a v e a D i v i n e . F r o m 
o u r w o r t h y b r o t h e r f rom Montcalm 
C o u n t y t he r eade r m a y look for some-
t h i n g good . F r o m his official connec-
t ion w i th o n e of t he penal a n d refor 
m a t o r y i n s t i t u t i o n s of the Sta te he is 
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in posit ion to wri te the cause of the 
downfal l ol the young, and how to 
r emedy it . T h e h i s to ry of a ve ry 
few of the y o u n g men confined in the 
House of Correc t ion a t Ionia , m i gh t 
be worth more as a warn ing to the 
parents of one burgh than t he en t i r e 
cos t of pub l i sh ing the VISITOR for a 
year . 

T h e n from Oceana C o u n t y i t is ex-
pected tha t t he s t eady going , genial 
Woodard will g ive u s news of t he 
north. H e can, and .doubt less wi l l , 
tell of the t roubles and t r ia ls , as well 
as the p leasures of conve r t ing t he 
forests into improved and lovely 
homes. One o ther th ing he could tell , 
and tha t is how to catch wild pigeons 
by the car-load. I f he can not , no one 
else need t r y . 

And las t b u t no t least, i t is expect -
ed tha t Bro. Sat ter lee will perform the 
most a r d u o u s d u t i e s of all. I t is ex-
pected of him to wr i t e up for the de-
par tment all t ha t the other s ix neglect 
or forget t o write. H e has a b road , 
open field in which to work. T h e r e 
will be enough to t a x h is skill t o the 
u tmos t ; b u t he is y o u n g and s t rong , 
and we bel ieve compe ten t for the t a sk 
set before him. 

R e a d e r s of the VISITOR: so m u c h 
for the con t r ibu t ion to th i s one de-
par tment . I t requires n o g rea t a m o u n t 
of cour tesy or imaginat ion to say t h a t 
they can all wri te fifty cents wor th for 
the nex t twelve months . W e a r e n o t 
in the habi t of p lac ing a very' high 
es t imate upon our serv ices ; y e t we d o 
confidently believe we can d o b e t t e r 
than that if we nil t r y to d o our best . 

If we do all that , i t is wor th m o r e 
that fifty cents in clear profit. 

T h e VISITOR should go to the fami ly 
of every P a t r o n in the State. AVill 
you take i t ? Now is the t ime to sub-
scribe. Begin wi th the yea r . Re-
member, Pa t rons , it is y o u r pape r— 
directed to y o u r interests . S u p p o r t -
ed by you or no t a t all. 

W e will close this, as we began , b y 
saying, read over t he list of con-
t r ibu tors t o the Depar tnen t of t he 
Execu t ive Commit tee , and I be l ieve 
you cannot avo id subsc r ib ing for the 
paper. ONE OF THE COMMITTEE. 

[ a s t e r ' s I c p a r t m e n t . 

J . J . WOODMAN, 

Jtesolutio7is on Patent liiyhts, 

T h e fol lowing preamble and resolu-
tion was presented and adop ted b y 
the Michigan Sta te Grange a t i t s late 
sess ion: 

WHEREAS, The owners of certain 
patent rights take advantage of techni-
cai legal rights to levy a species of black 
mall, whereby great wrong and hard-
ships are inflicted upon innocent par-
ties; and 

WHEREAS, A bill ia now pending in 
Congress to prohibit and prevent the 
wrongs complained of ; therefore 

Resolved, Tha t we, the Pat rons of 
Michigan, in State Grange assembled 
do most earnestly request our members 
of Congress to use all honorable means 
in their power to secure the passage of 
the following bi l l : . 

Be it enacted, etc., Tha t 110 person 
who shall purchase in the usual course 
ot business for his own use and not for 
«ale or barter to another, any imple-
ment, tool, machine, or device, covered 
i m n i J ™ i e l i t . r i g , h t ' n o t knowing such 
nn^K ^ ' t 0 ° ' ' machine, or device so 
purchased, to be an in f r ingement of 

for d £ £ n t ' 8 i ? a " b e l i a b l e to action 
• / « o f « ^ f 8 I . ' e a s o u o f Purchase or 
c h i n / nryH8 U C H L M P 'ement , tool, ma-
chine, or device covered by any patent . 

. I t i s n o t general ly known t h a t t h e r e 
is an ex tens ive salt lake on the t o p of 
the Tehachep i Mounta in in California, 
about six miles southwes t of t he po in t 
where t he Southern Pacific Ra i l road 
crosses t he mounta ins . T h e lake is 

? « ° S h a t / , f f i c a l t o f a c c e s s > ^ t ^ l t 
rtred from the bo t tom of t h e 

o «U erK 1 1 \ e s i n l a y e r s from one 
C p r r i o . l h i c k - a n d 8 h i * > e d » 

Installation of Officers. 

I am reques t ed to " e x p l a i n the fol-
j lowing ru le in t he d iges t , and define 
! who m a y instal l officers, in Subord i -

n a t e and P o m o n a Gra nge s . " 
J " A n y m e m b e r of a S t a t e Grange , 

or F i f t h Degree m e m b e r , is c o m p e t e n t 
I t o instal l the officers of a S u b o r d i n a t e 

or C o u n t y Grange . " 
M a s t e r s of S u b o r d i n a t e Granges , 

j a re m e m b e r s of t he S t a t e Grange , by 
v i r t u e of the i r office, a l t hough they 
may n o t have been elected to be " v o t -
ing m e m b e r s . " Al l " P a s t Mas t e r s 
are honoray m e m b e r s ot the S ta te 
G r a n g e " The re fo re , 

A n y M a s t e r or P a s t M a s t e r of a 
Subord ina t e G r a n g e , " o r F i f th Degree 
member , is compe ten t t o ins ta l l t he 
officers of a Subord ina t e G r a n g e . " 

tount}/ Granges 

A s i t is con t r a ry t o t he t h e o r y of 
o u r Orde r t o a u t h o r i z e a F o u r t h De-
gree member t o pe r fo rm d u t i e s in a 
h igher d e g r e e ; and as the g o v e r n m e n t 
of P o m o n a Granges is r egu la t ed by 
the S ta te Granges , sub jec t t o the laws 
of t he Na t iona l Grange , t he fol lowing 
will s t and a s the Ru le for this S ta te , 
un t i l f u r the r o r d e r e d . 

A n y Mas te r or P a s t M a s t e r of a 
County or District G r a n g e , or v o t i n g 
m e m b e r or officer of a S t a t e Grange 
who has t aken the fifth deg ree , and is 
a m e m b e r of a P o m o n a Grange in good 
s t and ing , m a y ins ta l l the officers of a 
C o u n t y or D i s t r i c t G r a n g e . 

Special Deputies, 

I t will be seen, b y r e f e r r i n g to t he 
By-Laws of t he S t a t e G r a n g e , t h a t 
coun t i e s having five or m o r e subor 
d i n a t e Granges , a r e en t i t l ed to a 
Specia l D e p u t y , t o be a p p o i n t e d b y 
t he M a s t e r and S e c r e t a r y of t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e , u p o n t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of 
t he Mas te r s of five S u b o r d i n a t e Gran -
ges in t h e c o u n t y T w o o r t h r e e 
coun t i e s m a y o rgan i ze in to a D i s t r i c t , 
and have a Spec ia l D e p u t y for t h e 
Dis t r i c t . 

I t is m a d e t he d u t y of such D e p u -
t ies to " o r g a n i z e and ins t ruc t G r a n g e s 
a n d p u t t h e m in good w o r k i n g o r d e r , " 
a l so to "v i s i t ex i s t ing Granges , a n d 
instal l o f f icers ;" and advise and en 
cou rage w e a k Granges , se t t le difficul-
t ies, and p e r f o r m such o the r se rv ices 
a s may be r e q u i r e d b y t h e M a s t e r of 
the S t a t e G r a n g e . 

T h e good ot t h e O r d e r d e m a n d s 
t h a t a good, act ive D e p u t y be a p -
p o i n t e d in each c o u n t y or d i s t r i c t ; 
a n d t h a t w i t h o u t delay S e n d in t he a p -
pl ica t ions a t once , a n d t he a p p o i n t -
m e n s will be made . 

General Deputy for Northern 
Michigan. 

T h e S t a t e G r a n g e a t i t s F o u r t h A n -
nual Session, a u t h o r i z e d t he a p p o i n t -
m e n t of a G e n e r a l D e p u t y lo r t he 
N o r t h e r n P e n i n s u l a of Mich igan ; a n d 
u p o n t he p r o p e r app l ica t ion . H . A . 
Danvil le , of M a n i s t e e C o u n t y , w a s 
a p p o i n t e d fo r all t h e count ies l y i n g 
n o r t h of Mason , L a k e , Osceola, Clare , 
Gladwin, a n d B a y . Th i s d i s t r i c t i s 
still en t i t l ed to a G e n e r a l D e p u t y , and 
P a t r o n s w i t h i n t h a t d i s t r i c t a re r e -
q u e s t e d to r e c o m m e n d t h e i r bes t m a n 
fo r t he pos i t ion . 

Annual Word. 

G r a n g e s e n t i t l e d to the A n n u a l 
W o r d , t h a t d o no t receive i t f r o m the 
de lega te w h o a t t e n d e d t h e S t a t e 
G r a n g e , can o b t a i n i t f r o m t h e Mas -

t e r of t he S ta te Grange , b y s e n d i n g 
an o rde r for t he same, u n d e r seal, and 
s ' g n e d b y t h e M a s t e r and S e c r e t a i y 
of t he Grange . 

To Whom it May Concern. 

H a v i n g k e p t s t a n d i n g a t t he h e a d 
of o u r D e p a r t m e n t f o r nea r ly t h r e e 
years , a r e q u e s t t h a t all c o r r e s p o n -
d e n t s give the number of t h e G r a n g e 
to which t h e y b e l o n g e d , and hav ing 
called a t t en t ion to t h e m a t t e r f r e -
q u e n t l y ; we n o w wish to give not ice 
t h a t w i th t h e inc reased bus iness a s 
s i g n e d us b y the E x . Com , w e can-
no t s p e n d t i m e l o o k i n g u p the number 
when i t is no t g i v e n ; o u r books a r e 
so k e p t t h a t f r e q u e n t l y we m u s t know 
the n u m b e r be fo re we ean e i t he r r e -
ply, or look u p a m a t t e r of business 
ref'ered t o . 

H e r e a f t e r , w e shal l k e e p a H e a d i n g 
S t a n d i n g •' T o Cor re sponden t s , " u n -
d e r which we r e spec t fu l l y s u g g e s t 
t h a t all w h o d o no t g e t e x p e c t e d an-
s w e r s t o e n q u i r i e s look fo r in forma-
t ion . L T . C. 

Meetings. 

W e had t he p leasure of m e e t i n g 
the officers and m e m b e r s of A r c a d i a ' 
G r a n g e N o 21, located in t he vi l lage 
of Ka lamazoo , on F r i d a y , t h e 11th 
ins t . A publ ic ins ta l la t ion of officers 
t ook place in t he even ing , a large a n d 
apprec ia t ive a u d i e n c e b e i n g present . 
Bro. R . E . J a m e s was again ins ta l led 
Mas t e r , a n d we r eg re t t h a t we have 
no t t he names of h is assoc ia tes in 
office t o present . E v e r y t h i n g was 
done t h a t cou ld be done to a d d t o the 
p leasure and profi t of the mee t ing , 
and t he earnes tness a n d m a r k e d a t -
t en t ion of all, showed tha t t he G r a n g e 
in te res t in Kalamazoo is of more than 
o rd ina ry qua l i t y . W i t h all t h i s Grange 
has t o con tend with in l oca t ion—de-
s i res . personal in te res t s , &c., i t n u m -
bers 91 p r o m p t members , r e a d y to do 
and n o t be o u t done . 

W h e n we a r e to ld t h a t the t owns 
can no t h a v e good G r a n g e s in them, 
we say we d o n ' t be l i eve t he s t a t emen t . 
B u t th ink tha t a l i t t le Arcadia back-
bone, exerc ised in some o ther local i t ies 
would n o t only r ev ive t he Granges , 
b u t largely advanced the i r in te res t s . 
A r c a d i a G r a n g e could n o t r u n i tself , 
ne i the r can a n y o ther Grange, b u t the 
un i t ed ac t ion of officers and m e m b e r s 
of a n y G r a n g e wherever loca ted , w i l l 
be c rowned wi th success. 

K e n t C o u n t y Grange mee t s on t he 
16th and 17th inst . W e s t e r n D i s t r i c t 
P o m o n a G r a n g e No. 19, ho lds i t s a n -
n u a l m e e t i n g a t Ber l in , on t he 24th, 
25th and 26th of t h i s mon th . Prof . 
M. Miles , of Lans ing , is e x p e c t e d to 
be p re sen t , and lec ture on " S t o c k 
Breeding ," wi th i l lus t ra t ions . W e 
shall g i v e t i m e l y a n n o u n c e m e n t s of all 
C o u n t y o r D i s t r i c t G r a n g e m e e t i n g s 
f rom th i s co lumn. C. L. W , 

K A L A M A Z O O , J a n . 1 2 t h , 1878 . 
T h e Sta te Series of Ins t i tu tes , under 

t he charge o f ' t h e State Board of Agr i -
culture, occur as follows: Marshall , 
Calhoun County , J a n . 14 and 15; P a w 
Paw, Van Buren County, J a n . 16 and 
17; Tecumseh, Lenawee County , J a n . 
21 and 22; St. J o h n ' s , Clinton County, 
J a n . 24 and 25 ; Saginaw, J a n . 28 and 
29; Climax, Kalamazoo County, J a n . 
3 1 and Feb. 1 . 

F r o m the programmes, w ^ u d g e these 
Ins t i tu tes will be of exceeafng interest 
and great profit to the farmers, and 
there shonld be a t each place a full a t -
tendance of farmers. 

At Climax, in this county, Professors 
Kedzie, Fai rchi ld , Cook, and Carpenter 
f rom our Agricul tural College will par-
t icipate; we also notice t he names of 
Messrs. Cobb, Neasmi th , Miller, t he 
fish man—H. Dale Adams, H o d g m a n , 
and others, all men of prominence, 
whose papers will add m u c h to the in-
terest of the occasion. W e need hardly 
say tha t this is a fine oppor tun i ty for 
the farmers of our county. W e urge a 
a general at tendance. FARMER. 

THE g r a n g e is a school—the f a rm-
er 's co l lege—where h e is t o bo educa -
t e d in his r i g h t s a n d responsibi l i t ies , 
In t he grange and t h r o u g h i t ' s agency 
a n d influence, t he f a r m e r learns t he 
c o r r e c t p r inc ip les of g o v e r n m e n t . 
H e learns t h e va lue of s o u n d political 
pr inciples , pol ic ies and m e a s u r e s of 
g o v e r n m e n t . T h e g rea t ques t ions of 
poli t ical economy he t h e r e learns. 
A s he g a t h e r s h is grass , he g a r n e r s 
a c rop of i d e a s ; i t ' s t h e b e s t p a y i n g 
c r o p a f a rmer can g row—a c rop of 
b ra ins . Bu t he l ea rns more t h a n this 
in t he g r a n g e a n d t h r o u g h g r a n g e in-
f luences . I a m p r e t t y ce r t a in the re 
is th i s much, a t leas t , in t he f a r m e r 
or g r a n g e m o v e m e n t . T h e r e is ueed 
of less leg is la t ion . W e w a n t more 
m o n e y less law. T h e wes t e rn f a r m e r s 
a r e in ea rnes t . T h e y m e a n business 
T h e y do no t p r e a c h t he doc t r ines of 
t he commune . N o n e are more i n t e r -
e s t ed in t h e s u p r e m a c y of t he law, a n d 
a wise a n d e q u i t a b l e a d j u s t m e n t of 
t he re la t ions of l a b o r and cap i t a l . 
T h e y d o n o t be long to a class t h a t is 
v is ionary and ideal . N o n e a r e m o r e 
in tense ly p rac t i ca l . T h e wes t e rn 
f a r m e r is non-par t i san , b u t will a lways 
i den t i f y himself wi th t h a t o r g a n i z a -
t ion which m a k e s t he s t ronges t a p p e a l 
t o h i s s t u r d y sense of jus t i ce , and is 
t he mos t p rac t i ca l i u its leg is la t ion . 
I t is m e a s u r e s and g o v e r n m e n t a l 
pol ic ies t h a t he desires, r a t h e r t han 
s e n t i m e n t a u d t h e o r y . — P a t r o n of 
Husbandry. 

FODDER CORN.— A co r r e sponden t 
say-s he can raise m o r e feed off a g i v e n 
a m o u n t of g r o u n d when sown to corn 
fodder t han of a n y o ther c r o p ; sows 
with a g ra in dr i l l se t t o sow two b u s h -
els pe r acre , d r i l l i ng in t he same a s 
wheat . T h e g r o u n d m u s t be in good 
order , for if d r y and c l o d d y t he dr i l l 
will no t cover t he corn. By dr i l l ing 
the seeds thick n o weeds can g r o w in 
the rows and t he s t a lks will g r o w tall 
and s lender , m o r e pa la tab le t o t he 
ca t t le . T h e corn is c u t wi th a reaper 
p repared for r eap ing g ra in , t he reel 
taken off, b u t if t he reel can be used 
all t he be t t e r . T o p r e v e n t t he corn 
f rom fal l ing the wrong way a man wi th 
a rake walks behind and pu l l s i t back . 
I f no t d r y enough t o t ie, s t ack i t t h e 
same as y o u would o ther corn , t y i n g 
t he t o p wi th s t raw, be ing carefu l tha t 
the s tacks s t and firm, and i t will keep 
well in t he open fields, and can be 
d r a w n in t he barn as wan ted . T h e 
be t t e r way , a f t e r i t is t ho r ough ly cu red , 
is t o hau l i t u n d e r covcr , or s tack 
i t u n d e r cover , or s tack i t where i t can 
be g o t a t w i thou t los ing t i m e or wast-
i n g i t . 

THE RASPBERRY.—Why famil ies are 
w i t h o u t th i s de l ic ious and easi ly ra is -
ed f r u i t is a m y s t e r y . I t a lso p r o m i s -
es t o be inc reas ing ly prof i table t o 
those who a r e in good marke t s , a s Irom 
its sof tness , those a t a d i s t ance canno t 
compete . P e a r s a n d g rapes m a y be 
sen t f rom Cal ifornia , b u t n o t r a spber -
r ies . I wish I cou ld m a k e m y pa t rons 
bel ieve t h a t fall is t he b e s t t ime t o se t 
o u t r a spber r i e s , cu r r en t s , e tc . I f set 
o u t in a u t u m n , top-dressed wi th a 
shovelful of old manure , and t he ear th 
m o u n d e d u p ai jpund t n e m on the ap-
proach of f r eez ing w e a t h e r , a s d i rec ted 
in m y manua l , I d o n o t t h ink any 
would be lost . W i t h m e they d o near-
ly twice as well a s if p lan ted in t he 
sp r ing . I will e x c e p t t he black-cap 
var ie t ies on ly , which d o be t te r in t he 
s p r i n g . — E . P. Roe. 

"WELL, f a r m e r you to ld us y o u r 
woods was a good place fo r h u n t i n g ; 
n o w we 've t r a m p e d t h r o u g h i t f o r 
t h r e e h o u r s and f o u n d n o g a m e . " 
" J u s t so. Wel l , I suppose , a s a 
g e n e r a l t h i n g , t he less g a m e t h e r e ia 
t h e m o r e h u n t i n g y o u have!" 
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J . T. COBB, - - - - SCHOOLCRAFT. 

Officers and members of Subordinate Oranges 
in corresponding with this office, will please 
always give the Number of their Grange. 

U I ^ A N K S . 
Blanks that are sent free from this office on 

application are: 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Sub-

ordinate Granges. 
Blank Quarterly Reports of Secretaries of Po-

mona Granges. 
Blank application for organizing Pomona 

Granges. 
Blank applications for Membership in Pomona 

Grandpa 
Blank Bonds of Secretary and Treasurer. 
Blank Election Reports of Sub. Granges. 
Blank Certificates of Election to County 

Convention. 
Blank Certificates of Representatives elected to 

the State Grange. 
Blanks for Consolidation of Granges. 
Blank Application for Certificate of Dimit. 
Blank Plaster Orders. 
Blank Certificate of Incorporation: 

Plaster. 

Our Sta te Agent has called the a t -
t en t ion of t he readers of the VISITOR 
to t he value of P l a s t e r as a fer t i l izer , 
and to the excellent qua l i ty of tha t 
made by Day & Taylor , and m a d e the 
point t ha t i t s cheapness at o u r con-
t r ac t pr ice should i nduce o u r people 
to use i t very freely. Bro. G a r d n e r 
so well knows what he is t a lk ing 
abou t , and has so nea r ly said all t h a t 
need be said, t ha t I am relieved f r o m 
occupy ing m u c h space in th i s n u m -
ber on th i s m u c h mooted subjec t . 

I bare ly re fe r red to th i s subjec t in 
the last V ISTTOR, for i t seemed to m e 
so m u c h had been said t h a t every 
P a t r o n in the S ta te unde r s tood the 
sub jec t in all i t s magn i tude and bear-
ings, and ye t th i s is no t t rue , for 
when away f rom home and t he mat-
te r is called up , I a lways find tha t 
m a n y persons have b u t a genera l 
knowledge of t he sub jec t . All have 
no t r emembered tha t the old P las te r 
Associat ion held th i s ar t ic le a t §4.00 
p e r ton and "could n o t a f ford to sell 
i t a cent less." Nor do all r e m e m b e r 
t h a t t he P las te r M a n u f a c t u r e r s of t he 
G r a n d River Valley wen t back on a 
definite a r r a n g e m e n t made w h e n as-
sembled in the i r c o r p o r a t e capaci ty 
in open session wi th y o u r Secre tary , 
and r e fu sed to s tand by an ag reemen t 
t h a t had all the b ind ing condi t ions 
01 a con t rac t excep t it was no t reduc-

to wri t ing, officially s igned and 
sealed. S ince tha t t ime some yea r s 
have elapsed, and we th ink we have 
learned someth ing a b o u t t he cost of 

J a l t e > a n d t h e & e n e r a l m a n a g e m e n t 
of t he business, and we are p r e p a r e d I 
to express posi t ive opinions u p o n this 
sub jec t . Many , pe rhaps , have for-
go t t en tha t t he Associat ion r e t u r n e d 1 

o r d e r s unfil led, because the money 
did n o t accompany the order , and 
tha t , a f t e r hav ing , as s ta ted by i t s P r e s 
iden t , " m a d e th i s concession to t he 
G r a n g e r s t h a t we will t r ea t t h e m lust 
as well as we t r ea t a n y b o d v . " P u t 
this and that t oge the r and t h e cheek 
t h a t is behind t he u t t e r ance must be 
m a d e of p las ter h a r d e n e d , b y a pa ten t 
p rocess . 

I n t h e face of the s t a tement t h a t 
p las te r cou ld n o t be sold f o r less t han 
$4.00 p e r ton , t he price w e n t to §2.00 
a s soon a s t h e Grange Plas ter Mil l of 
D a y & Tay lor was p repa red to fill or-
d e r s a t t he con t rac t p r i ce of $3.00 
p e r ton. W i t h t he expec ta t ion t h a t 
t h e reso lu t ions of t he Granges were 
w i n d , t h e s e severa l m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
p r e p a r e d f o r t he m a r k e t fo r the win-
t e r a n d s p r i n g sa les of 1876 the i r i 
usual a m o u n t of plaster , about one- I 

half of which was sold and the res t 
c a r r i e d over, t o be offered d u r i n g t he 

I w in t e r and sp r ing of 1877 for S2.00 
| pe r t o n — a n d dea r a t t h a t . 

In a t o u r of inspect ion last Sp r ing , 
I found at one of t h e warehouses j u s t 
ou t of Grand Rap ids fou r f a i t h f u l la-
borers loading a car , or r a the r , p r e -
p a r i n g to load a car with plas ter . T o 
the ordinary imp lemen t s used were 
a d d e d c rowbars and p icks , and a h a n d 
rol ler of t h r e e f ee t d i ame te r fo r the 
p u r p o s e of pulver iz ing . T h e bus iness 
1 learned, on inqui ry , was progress ing 
a t t he r a t e of a b o u t H cars pe r d a y . 
T h e rea l condi t ion of t he p l a s t e r wil l 
be beet under s tood w h e n I s a y t h a t ! 
in sol idi ty i t was j u s t l ike a ba r re l of 1 

leeched ashes t h a t had been wai t ing 
all s u m m e r for t he f a r m e r to t r a n s f e r ' 
to the compos t h e a p or e lsewhere. 

A n d this when pu lve r i zed was t he 
cheap plaster sold las t w i n t e r a n d 1 

s p r i n g to Mich, farmers , and I am 
g lad to be able t o say b u t l i t t le of i t 
to Mich Grange r s . I d o n ' t know b u t 
t h a t so r t of p las te r is w o r t h to the 
f a rmer the old " P l a s t e r Associa t ion 
price, §4,00 per t on . " I f a n y body 
th inks so, t h a t d o n ' t be long to t he 
Grange , has no obl igat ions t o r ega rd , 
and supposes t h a t a low pr i ce always 
means cheap goods, t hen w e would 
r e f e r h im to an adver t i sement f o u n d 
on o u r last p a g e f rom F . G o d f r e y & 
-Bro., which we rece ived s i n c e ' w e 
commenced w r i t i n g this ar t ice. N o w 
w e d o n ' t s ay t h a t F. G o d f r e y & Bro ' s 
§1,50 p las te r is of t h e so r t descr ibed 
b u t w e d o know tha t t he man w h o ex-
pec t s t o g e t a s good p las ter f r o m any 
of these old firms tha t have had a l a rge 
a m o u n t of land p las te r on h a n d fo r 
two years , a n d have all th i s t ime been 
m a k i n g and m a r k e t i n g stucco, made 
of t he choices t pa r t of t he rock t h a t 
they mined , and g r o u n d t he r e s t 
wi th t he debr i s and fore ign m a t t e r 
i rom the s tucco rock, m u s t have a 
large a m o u n t of fa i th and be q u i t e in-
d i f fe ren t to resu l t s . T h e man w h o 
buys t h a t r e -g round p l a s t e r ( r e -
g r o u n d by t he pa t en t process which 
we have jus t descr ibed , or any-
other,) i t is safe to p r e s u m e sows 
plaster because h i s f a t he r d id , and 
will sow no more or less to the ac re 

| and neve r asked himself or his ne igh- j 
| bor W h a t effect , if any, had been 
' p roduced by i t s use . 
j . O u r confidence in o u r Bro . Pa t rons 
J IS so s t rong , and t h a t conf idence is 

g rounded on the observat ion and ex-
| pe r i ence of two yea r s ' famil iar ac-

qua in t ance wi th these Mich . Grange r s 
t h a t w e do n o t hes i t a te to adve r t i s e r for 
o u r f r i ends F. Godf rey & Bro., a s we 
have t he space for t he adve r t i s emen t , 

. and bet ter , as t he p r inc ip les of our 
O r d e r demand , i t was paid fo r before 

I delivery. W i t h th i s brief NOTICB of o u r 
| n ew ad . (which, a f t e r m a t u r e con-
• s idera t ion we have conc luded no t to 

p r e s e n t a bill for,) we wil l only add • 
I Send forward to m e as rap id ly as pos-

sible y o u r o r d e r s for t he p las ter o f 1 

P a y & Taylor , a t §2.00 p e r ton , and 
you will g e t new, pure, dry, fresh 
ground plaster t h a t y o u can s o w ' w i t h 
confidence, a n d when sowing feel tha t 
m the p u r c h a s e and u s e y o u have 
k e p t in view your p e c u n i a r y in t e res t 
a s an Amer ican f a rmer , ma in t a ined 
your self r e spec t and consis tency as a 
man, and been fa i thful to y o u r obl iga-
t ion as a P a t r o n . 

White Via eon Grange. 

T o CORRESPONDENTS. — Charles A. j 
Brown, what No. ? Mrs . D., y o u r com- j 
munica t ion , on account of our ab-
scence from home, is se t down for the I 
n e x t N o . ; also, t h a t of J . C. B„ G R 1 
and Mrs . C. L. Schur tz . 

— T h e A u n u a l Session of the Wis -
consin Sta te Grange will commence 

C « 4 ? o f K a u Ì e e e . 1 5 t h ^ * 

W e do no t find t ime to visi t ne igh-
b o r i n g G r a n g e s as we s h o u l d l i k e to, 
and a s we have f r o m t i m e t a t i m e 
given reneicedpromises that ¥ J would . 
B u t t he occasion of t he ins ta l la t ion 
of t he officers of W h i t e P i g e o n 

j Grange , p r e s e n t e d such a t e m p t a t i o n 
to e n j o y m e n t t h a t we s h u t o u r eyes 
to every o the r cons ide r a t i on—turned 
o u r back on office work , and with 
Pas t M a s t e r Bro. S. F . B rown , on t he 
a f t e r n o o n of t h e 2d inst . , took a t ra in 

I for W h i t e P igeon , 24 mi les d is tan t . W e 
were cordial ly g r e e t e d and en te r t a ined 

j b y Bro . and S is te r Shur tz , a t t he i r 
house u n t i l the hour of mee t ing . W e 

j found on a r r iv ing a t the Hal l a g o o d l y 
n u m b e r of m e m b e r s were on h a n d 

I ear ly, a n d e v e r y ind ica t ion of t he i 
good t ime coming. Before open ing , ! 

! we were in t roduced to one and a n o t h e r ! 
of t he B r o t h e r s a n d Sis ters , wi th t h e 
r e m a r k tha t t h e y were f r o m such a 
ne ighbor ing G r a n g e . W e soon come 
to u n d e r s t a n d though t h e r e m i g h t be 
dead Granges , s o m e w h e r e in Mich. , 
t h e r e were l iveGranges and l iveGrang-
ers in t he S o u t h half of S t . J o . Co. 
T h e G r a n g e was cal led to o rde r b y Bro. 
S h u r t z i t s M a s t e r a t a seasonable h o u r 
ind ica t ing t he bus iness h a b i t s of i t s 
officers, a n d po in t i ng to o n e of t he 
causes of i t s success. 

! A n d n o w comes t he only ha rd spot 
seen or fe l t (by me) in c a r r y i n g out t he 
p r o g r a m m e of the evening. Wi thout -
t h a t s a l u t a r y f ea r of consequences for 
violat ion of good fa i th which should 
be p r e s e n t in t h e h e a r t of e v e r y good 
Grange r , t h e Mas te r called on m e for 
a speech. I say violation of good fai th 
for k n o w i n g tha t as a vis i tor , I was 
exposed to a call of t h i s k i n d , I had 
t a k e n the p r e c a u t i o n while y e t a t t he 
house of Bro. S h u r t z , to p r iva te ly 
m a k e a l i t t le a r r a n g e m e n t wi th h im 
lor a cons idera t ion on my p a r t to h im 
then and the re pa id , t ha t I was no t to 
be called on fo r a speech. 

| As the c i rcumstances would h a r d l y 
allow m e to go b a c k on B r o . S h u r t z , 
a t t h a t cr i t ical m o m e n t , I h a d to 
r e spond to t he call, a n d I will on ly add 
t h a t I was more so r ry than a n y one 
else t h a t I could no t give those good 
people a good speech. B u t as B r o 

I Brown as every P a t r o n in t h e S t a t e 
knows is a t a lk ing m a n , and had come 
loaded, the G r a n g e a n d t h e i r vis i t ing 
f r i ends go t a good speech soon a f t e r I 
set down. The officers were instal led 
by Bro . B rown , ass is ted by Bro . Yan-
ney, M a s t e r of Centervi l le Grange, in 
a c redi tab le manner , and a p p a r e n t l y 
to the en t i re sa t i s fac t ion of all p re s -
ent . r 

T h e good Sis ters , w h e n the p r o p e r 
t ime a r r i v e d b r o u g h t fo rward f rom 
the s u p p l y D e p a r t m e n t of t h e i r a b u n - i 
dance and we were all generous ly fed ! 

By this t i m e I had become so inter-
ested in t he in te l l igen t y o u n g lad ies I 

! p resen t , all good S is te r s in the O r -
d e r t h a t I m a d e n o coun t of h o w m a n y 1 

baske t s full of provis ions were left, b u t 1 

am s u r e the re were several . A n d now ' 
about the make u p of this Grange. 
I he f ea tu re t h a t s t ruck m e mos t favor -
able was t he l a rge n u m b e r of y o u n g 
peop le who a p p a r e n t l y have joineel, 
and be long fo r t he p u r p o s e of r ec rea -
t ion and i m p r o v e m e n t — l a u d a b l e ob-
jec t s and w o r t h y . Th i s G r a n g e as a 
whole and i t s m e m b e r s a s ind iv idua l s 
a r e r eap ing rich r e w a r d s fo r t h e i r in-
ve s tmen t—and t h e y all seem to k n o w 
a n d feel i t . U p o n t h i s s u b j e c t I have 
m o r e to say when I have m o r e t ime. 

T h e mus ic—wel l p e r h a p s as I am 
n o t a cr i t ic I shou ld wi thho ld an 
op in ion b u t I ce r t a in ly h a v e a r i gh t 
t o say t h a t i t was good e n o u g h fo r 
me . O the lad ies themselves , I t a k e 
g r e a t p leasure in s a y i n g they were 
t b e r i p e f r u i t s of t he t h e o r y of o u r I 
O r d e r — c u l t u r e d , ref ined d a u g h t e r , of 

f a rmers , no t a f r a id o r a s h a m e d to be 
k n o w n a s Pa t rons , b u t w i th enlight-
ened and b road v iews , a n d compre -
h e n d i n g the va lue of o u r o rgan iza t ion 

I to t he wives and d a u g h t e r s of t he fa r -
mers of o u r l and , t h e y a r e ea rnes t in 
t h e i r p ra i se of t he G r a n g e . A f t e r the 
feas t , a half -dozen or m o r e toas t s were 
offered and a p p r o p r i a t e l y r e s p o n d e d 
to b y d i f fe rent B r o t h e r s w h o had been 
ass igned to t h i s d u t y . A t a la te hour 
t he company s e p a r a t e d , e v e r y one 
fee l ing t h a t t he t i m e had been well 
spent , a n d o u r love f o r t h e O r d e r 
s t r e n g t h e n e d . E a r l y r i s i n g enabled u s 
t o reach home fo r b r e a k f a s t before 
seven , a n d we were on d u t y again a t 
t he u s u a l hour . 

State Convention of Superinten-
dents of the Pa or. 

I t may no t be amis s t o say t h a t a s 
S e c r e t a r y of the Mich . S ta te Associa-
t ion of S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s of t he P o o r 
1 l e f t office w o r k in good hands , a n d 
was on hand a t t he o p e n i n g of t h e 
Session on the even ing of t he 8th ins t 
in t he C i ty of G r a n d R a p i d s . T h e 
Sess ions w e r e c o n t i n u e d un t i l t h e 
even ing of t he 11th, a n d by t he unan i -
m o u s ve rd ic t of - t he m e m b e r s a n d 

j visi tors was p r o n o u n c e d a success . I 
give th i s no t only as a m a t t e r of news 
which we now feel a t l i be r ty to p u b -
lish in o u r G r a n g e p a p e r , b u t t he 

m a t t e r s b r o u g h t be fo re t h e Conven-
t ion w e r e such a s affect t h e t ax p a y e r 
and need to be b e t t e r unde r s tood 
Some mos t va luab l e p a p e r s were r ead 
and d i s c u s s e d — o n e by M r s . S. L 
Vvithey, of G r a n d R a p i d s , is of tha t 
p rac t ica l k ind , tha t w e m e a n to g ive 
space f o r i t soon in t h e VISITOR. 

MASTERS a n d S e c r e t a r i e s p lease do 
no t f o r g e t t he pe t i t i ons s e n t y o u fo r 
s i g n a t u r e s - h a v e t h e m s igned as fu l ly 
and r a p i d l y as poss ible , no t conf in ing 
y o u r eflorts t o t he Orde r , b u t g e t 
o t h e r s t o sign it . T h e ob jec t is in the 
in te res t of a g r i c u l t u r e , and t h a t be ing 
the case shou ld rece ive t he s u p p o r t of 
every f a r m e r . B y an ove r s igh t t h e r e 
in n o da te . P lease w r i t e above t he 
name of p l a c e where c igned before 
s e n d i n g to y o u r m e m b e r of Congres s 

. / V SWINDLE.-NOW it is a fence swin-
«it p l l i n » t o to give the far-

mer fifty rods of new fence, if be will 
p u t it along t he road, where it will be 
seen and serve as an a'd vertisemen and 
the farmer is to have the *>le agency for 
the town, and to be paid a imndsome 

t a T m i T i ° V p 0 n « " orders he m a y 
take. 1 he farmer accepts the prooosaf 
and the agent tells h im tha t it ® 

8 W i , e ' f ° r W h i c h ^ e farmer wil l ingly s igns an order. In a few d«™ 
I fnr u i ^ 6 / C l ,mes a long to colfect a bU? 

S v m e t W i 8 h e 8 ' m m e d i a t e 
out n n ^ L I ' 6 f a r m e r expla ins tha t he 
p u t u p t he fence as an adver t i sement 
that h f J 0 ' r , ? 11 trV>- H e Ls toid ha 
hP h i . f t 0 J m v e n f t y r o d s f ree , bu t 
and f t f K ? ^ ? r d ° , U t l ' i g h t o n e hundred 
and n f ty rods, and must pay for this a t 
four cents a foot. If the f a rmer is t imid 
he settles wi th him, somehow S 
gives h , 8 note for $200 to pay fo h 
wire he did not order. W h e n he comes 
to examine his wire, he finds t h a t he 
has two hundred rods of wire which 
only make f i f ty rods of f en ie fom-
spans high a n d i „ due t ime learns tha 
h is note has been discounted a t the 
bank in the nearest town. 

IT shou ld be an ob jec t wi th all t o 
ia ise t he yield of t he i r harves ts t o t he 
h ighes t possible m a x i m u m . N o man 
should res t conten t wi th ra i s ing t he 
poorest c rops or the meanes t an imals 
? h V o w n - T h e t imes in which we 

live d e m a n d t h a t our f a r m s s h o u l d 
p i oduce m o r e and a t less cost . A g r i -
cu l tu re is t he g r e a t e s t of our Amer ican 
interests . I t shou ld be the p r i d e a n d 
aim of each ind iv idua l f a r m e r to con-
t r i b u t e his bes t e f lor ts towards mak ing 
t he nat ion prosperous , t h e r e b y insur -

Sa c , ° m £ o r t and happ iness to each 
aud all of i t s oitiaens 


