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Massive Network Being Developed 

To Aid Water Quality Management 


Rural Michigan residents can 
find a substantial amount of 

h elp in protecting private 
and commu nity water resources by 
tapping into a broad educa tional 
network. 

The eas iest entry pOint is the county 
MSU Cooperiltive Extension Serv ice 
(lffice. 

MSU Ex tension agents are part of an 
xtensive educational network that 

includes environmental scientists 
and Extension specialists at the 
u ni versity. 

They. in turn, are either members of 
or closely Llssociated with other 
committees and organizations that 
can provide individuals or groups 
with info rmation about maintaining 
local water quality. 

Extension WQ 
Committee 
Estilblished in 1985, th e Extension 
Water Quality (WQ) progra m has a 
permanent committee of 12 mem­
bers- cilmpus-based specialists and 
field staff members from the four 
Extension program areas-and three 
subcommittees. These work in waste 
hilndling, crop and soil management, 
and non-agricultura l areas, including 
community and household waste 
management and disposal. Exten­
s ion's WQ activities have led to 
interagency coalitions and jo int edu­
cational programs with Michiga n's 
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reduction of phosphorus leaching 

into surface wa ters. 


Extension has also deve loped morc 

than 25 publications and handbooks 

dea li ng wi th slIch topics as phos­

phorus, nitrogen and soil sed imen t 

management; solid waste handling; 

environmental hazards associated 

with s torage tanks and sept ic sys­

tems; and crop irrigation . 


Groundwater Task Force 
The College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources recen tly estab­
lished the Groundwater Task Force 
to assess water quality management 
requirements and develop needed 
educational activities. 

Task force members represent the 
Agricultural Experiment Station, the 
Cooperative Extension Service and 
water quality interests outside the 
universit y. 

The group's main job is to help iden­
tify, coordina te and channel educa­
tional resources to rural and urban 
communities that need expertise in 

I 	 water protection and enhancement. 
Their research activities range from 
developing and assess ing m ore effi ­
cient cropping sys tems that will help 
improve environmental conditions to 
developing new methods to detect 
potential environmental haza rds. 

Kellogg and GEM 
l t.:.\ n "'0 .. b~ r£),nn~r:;'ltl"-~A r-nrnn~o

orien ted groundwater protection' 

educat ion projec ts. 


Th e program w as developed by the 

W. K. Ke llogg Foundat ion in co llabo ­
ration wi th the MSU In s ti tute of 
Water Research. GEM is a im ed at 
increas ing public awareness of the 
ground water resou rce, promoting 
individual and broad communi ty 
involv('m cn t in d eveloping ground­
water initia tives, and emphasiz ing 
pollution prevention in indi vid ual 
and community behavior. 

MSU Extension agents 
are part of an 

extensive educational 
network that includes 

environmental 
scientists and 

Extension specialists 
at the university. 

A exa mPle of GEM providing 
educational assistance is the 

funding of programs for the 
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
(TMWC). 

TMWC is a non-profit organization 
operating in Emmet, Charlevoix and 
Cheboygan counties. Its programs 
are aimed £It corrcctinfj problenls 
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Service is a lso bein g conducted 
through GEM-fu nd ed projects at 
Grand Va lley Sta te Unive rsity and 
in Kalamazoo. 

The Kalamazoo pro ject, adm inistered 
th ro ugh the county Extension off ice, 
w ill focus on loca l agricul tural and 
community water qUJlity education 
programs durin g th e next three 
years. It also includ es d evelopment 
and implementation of speciJ I pi lot 
programs about water qua lity preser ­
va tion for 4-H youth groups and 

IOCJ l grade school students. 


Other Community 

Assistance 

Another program for small local 
government units is the Community 
Assistance Program for Environmen­
tal Toxicology (CAPET), d eve loped 
by Extension WQ members in the 

IMSU Center for Environmental 
Toxicology. 


Funded by the C. S. Mott Founda­

tion, CAPET is working wi th a few 

small communities (with populations 

of 1,500 or fewer) that cannot by 

themselves afford to solve contami­

nation problems. The program pro­

vides these communit ies w ith direct 
access to campus-based experts in 
such areas as toxicology, ground­
wa ter flo'vv, waste disposal and 

I 
environmental law. 

This is part of the broad Extension 

information nel worK that offers 
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