
'81 If your plants are growing in one 
container G)ithout divisions. 
separate them with a sh~rp 
hnife a LJeek before planting. 

\ \ 

C0" l 9 .set plants in garden at recommended 
/-. ~ time. Pi~k a cloudy day or plant in 

the evenIng so pla.nts 4Jon't wi It 

if 
@ Plant Y2 to I /nch deeper . .•. . ~ "it. . . fhan /n container. Press sod - 'L down around plant Set 

tall tomato plants deep , ,\r': ... -:::( in. soil at an angle. !toots 
.... :: wd/ form along stem. 

~ -:.. ~-,-- . ~ ,.... 
~~ 

middle number 
is phosphoru, 

PROBLEMS? 

@ Water iAJell. preferably with a starter 
fertilizer solution high in phosphorus 
suc h as /0-5S -/0 (can be bought 
from garden center, seed catalogs, 
etc.). FolloiIJ directions on container. 
This helps root groG)th wh en the 
soi I is cool ( see Ala. j in th/s serief: 
Planting 1 

If seeds sprout. then suddenly wilt and 
die, if may be due to a disease 
called ('damping otf." THROW AWAY 

tj·r!lcr 
DI5EASE! 

seedlings, soil and contain ers and 
~ ~ ~ TART AGAIN. }take sure you 
~ ~ ~terilize soil and containers.' 
u,) '\ ... 

START AGAIN.! 
/f''». 

L!!J~~ 

< 

KEYS 
TO 

SUCCESS 

o Use Quality seed. 
o Plant recommended voriet/es. 
• Start at right time - not too early'! 
• Place in lots of light 
o Harden off plants. 

~> -
(;;. (-' C).thn- bul/f'tins ill this series pror i(li additiollal illformatioll 0 11 t ('g('/a hle gardening . 
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WHY START PLANTS EARLY? 

These take 
a long time. 

£G&PLANT 

IJ£FOR£ YOU START-

50 start these vegetables early 
indoors or buy transplants. 
Plant them outside on the 
dates shown on page 2. 

(For a fall crop of c.ool- seas on 
vegetables, plant seeds outside 
;11ay 20 to June 10J 

---.. ~ ~." <,,( 
" . r 

You can usually buy better transplants than you can 
gro(") yourself However, by starting your Of.AJn you 
can grot.) varieties not sold at local garden stores'vf/ 

'When buying transplants: ~ 

~~
w Che~k for signs of insects or disease. ~l~ ~ 
i1?dP AVOId {,Jilted or spindly plants. t? \\~ 

Pick a vor/ety that grows well in { v \j 
! '/'1 ./1ic.higan (see ExtenSion Dulleh"n r'T777'lf 

THIS.! E ~ 7foO (0). NOT THIS! 
~ lilL!..!.!.O 



'HEN TO START - (based on condit/on ... if'! southern /olAJer ft'fichigan) 

Don·t start plants too ear/y. 1J,ey get tall and spindly and may die outside. 

~geto.ble Time to Plant Date to Transplant 
Seeds I nrloors into &arden 

Droccoli 
!3russels sprouts 
Cabbage 
Cau/iflotAJ€ r 
Eggplant 
Onions 

Fe~ 20 - }far. 20 
,.,+far I - 2. 0 
/'tar. I - 20 
!'far: I - 20 
~ar. 20 - .Apr: I 
Feb. 20 - Aar. 20 
~or.20- Apr. I 
Apr. 20 - )fay I 

l1ar. 20 - Apr. 20 
Apr. I - 20 
Apr. I - 20 
J}pr. I - 20 
/1ay 20 - June I (after last frost) 
~ar. 20 - Apr: 20 
/'fay 20 - June I (after last frost) 
~aH 20 - June I (after last frost) 

Peppers 
Tomatoes 

Stort melons and UJinter 5Quash indoors 2 t..Jeeks before planting 
outdoors to insure harvest before frost. 

f3£G-/N WITH BASICS 

~: 
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Con1< 

/Juy varieties recommended for }fichigan. Use new seeds 
or last yeo.r's if stored properly (old seeds may not 
grow as fAJell)' Do not use seeds saved from last yeQiS 
plants (bean, pea and tomato seeds might be saved if 
f0e plants t.Jeren't hybrids). 

Use 0. sterile, lignf-GJeight soil mix. Buy a prepared one 
or mix your OfAJn. Comb/ne eQual parts of: 

garden soil 
peat moss 
sand, vermiculite or perlde 

If you mix your own, sterilize It. ~t 
soil /n pan I moisten and cover t.Jith 
aluminum foil. Place in a .300 ° F 
oven. IN'hen meat thermometer in 
soil reaches 180 Of, boke for 30 or 
minutes more. .soil is also ready <':;~"'-;-':".:'~',::. 
whe n a potato in the middle ot :/}:~m::.:::::·~f.: 
soil is fully GOoked. '.'::::'~:';'::'.::-.~:.::::.:~I.: 

rs: Use containers with small compartments so plant 

CP+CYCYCYCY 
c.hJorox U 0 CP 0 0 

roots don't grow together - peat pots 
or pellets, pJast/c. egg cartons, 
paper c.ups, clay pots l etc. Punch 
holes /n the bottom of each pot or 
compartment. so lJater can drain 

\ C WQter 

~ 
~.-_ __ .... '--...----..::.-::-"-___ ..... '.--"'l:::::o. 

.... - ~'-"'- ,-- ~ 
out Sterilize clay or plash'c ones: 
mix 1 part chlorox to 9 parts lJater; 
leave clay or plastic containers in 
sol ution overnight. 

TO GROW YOUR OWN TRAN.sPLANTS - 0
0 
~ 

O~[J (j) Aoisten soil in containers. Plant j 
seeds in each compartment at depth 
recommended on seed packet. Gently 
sprinkle water over seeds or stand 
container in water until saturated 
Put clear plastic wrap over containers. 
Do not water until atter seeds sprout, 
sinee plastic holds In moisture. 

r:J\ Pj:t.c 
~. ;; 
~ 

Place containers in warm area (b5-75°F) - not in sun. or 
seedlings may burn. AfTer most sprout, plac.e t'n cooler area. 

fj 
~ If more than one seed in a confainer 

sprouts, pinch off a/l but the stronged 
One. Remove plas1i'c 0.5 soon as most 
seeds sprout 

G) Plo.ce seedlings in 8R /G-HT LIG-HT. or 

south Window, a cool white fluores cent 
/ \ \1 I\. '-

they wd/ get tall and spindl,y. Use a I 
/t'ght or grow-light (J./-6ulb fixture). b' 
You can buy these at garden or i¥.J?'J;, ~ ~ 
hardware stores. Place /(gAt 0 inches ~{tJS:0'St;~ tr1t. 
o.bov~ seedlings. Leave on II, to 18 
hours a day. ~ 

"i~ (i) Water plants as soon as soil starts to 
0/ 'f r' 'f','+:~ri r 'l" dry out, before seedlings fAJilt 

\ / 

o Fertdlze seedlings when they begin to grOtA) lAJdh 1 tbs. houseplant 
fertdil.er in 1 ga/lon of lJoter: FertJ//l.e again LJhen seedlings 
are j and 5" weeks old. -~ 

__ 0 

~ ~ 
G ) Harden off plants before plac/ng . in the / '/ Ij \\ 

garden. 1his means slo(J/Y ge1ting plants I 
used to the weather ouiside. To harden, 
("Jater plants Jess and put them (n Q 

cooler area 2 or j t.Jeehs before trans-
planting. ;I1ove plants outdoors on l.Jarm \(,f \t'''(fi~~ 
dOY5 and bring In when It gets cold. E~_ 


