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EXT£NSIO:-' 8l;t..Lr' II' 'ihi 

ATORAL elF'll E SERIES 

DEER FOODS 


• 

DEER \n;. T E \T TO LI E. Cood deer man
agement plans and SII t'cssful hunting are based 
on an understanding of the animal - his food 
preferenct: :And needs, \\ her' h lives in wi.nter 
and SUIlll1ler and his wa} of life. 

Deer are browsing animals, ieeding on leaves, 
buds and end-twigs of cer/ain plants. Many years 
of field studies ill Michigan and elsewhere show 
that e1eer nonnaUy prefer certain plants and dis
like or will not eat olhers- at least not until th· 
best foods have beeu eliminated . 

You must be able to identify food plallts if 
you desire to do a good job managing land for 
deer. Also, you should be able to tell food plants 
from non-food plant~ to be a ut'ce. sful hunter. 
Ab' 11~'e or presence of l:crtaill trees and shrub~, 
browse line and deer production rene t range 
conditions nnd form the basis for deer manage
ment plans . YOL CAN'T \-IAKE on EVALU
ATE PLAI 'S CNLESS YOU CAN'iDENTIFY 
FOOD PLA. '1' . 

Be leery of hunting \ here there are lot of vre
[erred food plants and no sigm of deer browsillg. 
Probably de r aren' t llsing the area. Where there 
are many deer, good food will sho\-\' . igns of 
heav use. Your chances are be t in a spot \\ here 
you find enouglJ good deer foo 1 PLllS plenty of 
deer browsing signs. 

This leaflet exp laillS what deer eat- and don't 
eat . It will help you to iden tiEy some good a ntl 
poor fqed plants . 

:'IIote that deer break off stems when feeding: 
rabbits" ,lip" them off, 

RABBITS OEERfl • 

RE~lE lBER that deer food must be within 

reach of deer-not higher tholn YOUR shoulder
prefcrabh lower. Remember tlls that trees grow . 
Older fore ts produce Ie s deer food than young 
bmshr area~ What was good deer ountf}f 10 to 
15 year:. ago might be poor liO\\! . 

Fisheric ' (lnd Wildlife D('partmcnt. Cooperatir;e 
Extellsioll Sader, Michigall State Unit;ersity, 
coo/x'raling Ivilh Mirlligal1 Department oj' Con
.~ert·a fion. 



PREFERRED FOODS are relished by 
whitetails and they thrive on them. . 

,nIlTI': CLD,,\R - ( Arhor Vitae). tvergreen w ith fla t Sl·al,,· 
like "Ie,", "' :. Sd1llt' varieties used for ornament:!1 shrubbcr,· . .-\ 
~\\'.Iml) trel' hill it can grow on moist up land. In man\' :l·re.h. 
hrow,illl! dl'l'r have ea ten practically all Cedar withili rcad\. 

TREE
D£"SE , 
C""'€

.-/ 
- ~MA~O 

WJlIT[ 1'1 "V- Evergreen. The only ~fjchigan pine wilh 11, e 
10 ''''dlc) in .1 dll~kr. Young trees have smooth d,Hk green hnrk . 

D('('r \\ ill (':.It 

White Pine he
fore they t(l ke 
oth r pine,. 

SPRAV-LII(I 
FOLIA~ 

\1 \1'/.fS-Tr,·", wilh huds oppo~ite each other. Sll!-::1r \llllll~ 
hoi' hro" "i,it or .,.ray twigs with brown pointed bud,. HNI 
\ Llpl .., J"" rl'd t wigs find reddish rounded buds and is better 
deer food. 

RiD 
MA F'LE 

H~LLo\r I)lH H-Tlae 
hark oJ '''" 11 '-: tn 'es ilnd 
I" i ~, j, !"no\\ Il i ,h tllmitl~ 
,dill" i,h'~r,,) and eurl
illl: "I) \\ 111' 11 older. Poin t TWI~~ WA ¥'E 
eel hlltk T" i J.:~ ta~le like wl...re....ItEG N 
"intf"n!J'iTII. \ 'OIlHg. YlII .. ~, A. vO A. 

I .. " 1\;ltil I .. o~, l ike 11'1)11

. <llId I , I II""" dcer rood I 
hut Jrill1\\1)(1(\ has no 
wil .tcr~rt'{' 1l ln~te. 2 

• 

DO(;\\'00D5 ~nd \'IBl R'I; -\1 -"hrub, Illal r;en"'rall) h. \'t ' 

()pp\l~i!c bllds like maple$. Red dngwood h.1 hri~lIt red t\\ il:'. 
Olher >pedes ha\e reddish-t:rcell. hrown , nr r;r,\' \"il!~ . Yihur
1I11m bl)ds ;Ire ",lill y different shu pes . 

'7;;" /' 
"TWLG'!I. ; 
~j'f"&.c.~ti: 

SIo4.~L'

eAAN'Nk\ 
1M>! "001(0 r" ~: ~:yPOH·... TG'O , 

cove_eo """.'fW 
')I'oII4i.L s,,"'L.f1" 

r ' 

Vt8UlhiUMS 

~""Y8EflItY 

"""~£-LE"V£O 

"I!I~"'" • 

l"\IA.C - 5hmh 
c()mmonh' fOllnd in 
old fie 'lds and 
forest op c n i n ~s . 
Hcuvy. stiff. brown 
twigs 'and hranche . 
One kind is fuzz, 
ancl re. emhle nnt
Icrs in \ ..h ·et. An
other kind is 
~mooth . llulldl('s of 
fU1;CZ) ' red fruil at 
the op of al l 

unJac plants, 

MEDIU~f QU ALITY FOOD is second
class browse. Deer will eat these species 
when preferred foods are scarce. 

ASPE . . -Or "popple" or "polllar" is om' of lhe IllU~t common 
\ Iiehit:;an trt!es . Trembling Aspen has whilL h, t;reeni,h-gr;w 
hark ;and long pointed ,hin' buds. Big-Tuoth Awell has )'l'II,)\\' 
grl'(-n hurk und fatter, fuzzy buds. Balm of Gilead (a poor cJe~r 
f,lOcI) )')ok, similar. but h 'h gruy·green b.nk with big sticky 
cnu·h\lch and prefer to gro\\ ill wet areas. 

, 

___ TOP lIVe> 

A!JcuT 
\ ' /..01<4-

STI~"y 

F~'-"'NT 

http:s,,"'L.f1


] :\CK PI" E - ..\ ,mall. 
silort·ncl.'ctit'd Irl' t' , ""t,el les. 
2 in n hundlc , arc I to I I, l 
in("lIe~ Inn" , YOUII " ,llIlId,

.)NJ( 1'11'1£ 
CONH 	 Ilrodell.' ~()IJt! winter ('''n' r , 

hut onl,' r.,i r dCt' r fnocl.I'TO 2" 
~'\ /..0"'/6, 

uNOPENEO CONES 
STAY ON 


TI!EE. R>-' 

MANY y EARS 

OAKS - Buds at ends of twigs are dll tercd. Lea't" oft t'U haug 
on till spring, Acorns provide t'xtclll'n( deer fond \\ hell an.;l · 
able on the ground . 

ASH - Green to light bruwni,l"l!rn~ . ~t i l r. ,moot h st'm, wilh 
opposite. cl llrk hroWl1 unci blat'k hud , Side·lolld, do", to end
hud . Black Ash is a swamp ~PCcil·S . " ·hit· \,It prefl'r> IIpl.,,,d 
itl's, 
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LEAF 
SCA Q'os 

LeAF 

C~::EAIT-
s....~ 

SIO~ 
if'£W 

WH IT E BI RCH 
This is the common 
·· paper" or "canoe l1 
birch. Bark on young 
stems is shiny orange
b rown that gradually 
tu r n s wh ite a n d 
"papery." 

W HITE 

ASti 



''''ITCH-HAZEL 
Look for lite un
u\u31-~h:\pcd Ii~ht 
brown l1luls, Y d
low trinkl\' A(m
ers (::lll b,' 'WCII ill 

the fall :lIon$: '''t' 
stcm~ 

D/'EA£O woooy 
<APSU(,..-S: 

~e,...,...rN' 01\1 PLANT 

STAR}A TlO:-.l FOODS are wken as a last 
resort-when other food is gone or un
:waiJablc. Deer will starve to death with 
a belly full of these foods. 

llEEC,H - Lll\IIt gTa\ smooth bark, Long pointed buds. Le3"e~ 
ilia, sta\' on till sprinE(, 

1/f:R.Y,-""", 
IJAPllow, C'<MI? SliAP\l'o 


SQaUJ ,\Ui;l'1 • 


8o)O~ 

'

BEECH 

RED .PL 'E - :\'eedle~ 2 in a cluster, 4 to 6 inches long. Mich· 
igan s longest·needled pine and a tree that provides "ery little 
{oud ,aluc for deer. 

5 

BALSA.\I FIl\ - E\l'r~r('('n, 1-1at Ilcedle~ arc: ", to I illdl lung, 
. mUl)th dark IlrcclI hark" itll rc,in "hlisler,, " Stid.\' hud, :It 
l'nd, or III ill'. :\ ·\\';11111' ~P"l'i(· , .Ii '0 (!llllld on 111<);'( upl.llltk 

D",;?I< 
1'\)..1><£ 
COAlII!.t) 

2"- 4' 
(.O"'lU 

TAG ,~LOF.lI- . \ large shl'ub ~roIlI ill~ in liN pl.\(:l'~. Dark 
grcl·ni,h·hroll n ,L,·"" <.:0\ !'Ted 1\ iIi! JlOh. Buds.lIt ,1I ..r[ <talk;, . 

C:l t k i l\ S " r 
-,cont' \." U'Hl \' hl' 
pr('\t!ut il . tltl'

'''''V, 
SI-"IAu... 

ENIX An.. 
ON SM~t.t. STJlttL..:, 

LEATHER LEAF--\ bog ,Imll -bro.ldh~3f evergreen. L' nder 
~idcs uf Icave, arc rnugh . Lahnldor Tea (tl better deer food) 

is round in lhe 
time pi (Ices and 

its stcm~ alld thl' 
bottoms (If its 
leaves are co,·er· 
cd with a Til lv 
"wooL" .LFA~Il(,EAF--- - ~.'" 

lOw :!oI"tR'vs 
~3·.04 'C!.N 

t.O.,~ 

A""'~ 3' 
HiM 

STV'o' 
- WOC4.'( 

ls)uc:d In furtl1t: rnncc of cooperative! c:'xttn~iull ',v(Jrk tli alPicu.1tnr~ lind hame 
ecullumit,. HC\> of \I,}' , . nd jun. 30. 1914, I" « ,lIpe<:\l lon w,th lhe L' . S. 
0,. rtment of As;rk·uhur~. \' P. Raj ton. OJC~c tO(1 CooJ)emUve E~ten~iolJ 
SeC\;ce. ~1ithi~an State l'nlvC!f\itl-. E. Lan5111~. \Iich. 
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